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Protecting and preserving the natural resources of the Farmington River Watershed through
research, education, stewardship, and advocacy— for you, for al|, forever.

Lack of Rain in 2022 Affects Water and Habitat Quality

This year's drought affected most of the Farmington River Watershed. :
The Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection
(CT DEEP) reported precipitation levels 32% and 48% below average
in Hartford County and Litchfield County, respectively, throughout \
July and August of this year. The U.S. Drought monitor released maps (58
on October 27" that showed abnormally dry conditions throughout
much of central and western Connecticut and Massachusetts.

FRWA staff witnessed evidence of this drought that included dry
streambeds, fish kills, elevated water temperatures, and increased
concentrations of chloride, nutrients, and £. co/ibacteria. Low flow
and high temperatures contributed to a harmful cyanobacteria bloom
in Rainbow Reservoir during July and August. FRWA collected
samples from this bloom to investigate causes and to provide
background information for potential future mitigation options.

Other effects of drought can include:

e Low surface water levels, which inhibit aquatic passage and
decrease habitat and food availability for aquatic and
woodland wildlife

¢ Increased nutrient concentrations in surface waters, which
stresses aquatic life and can lead to harmful cyanobacteria
and algal blooms

e Loss of groundwater, which feeds rivers and provides
drinking water

¢ Decline in commercial crop growth and production

e Increased fire hazard in wooded and brushland areas

e Increased water temperatures, which severely stress
aquatic wildlife

We can all pitch in to help relieve the effects of
drought. Scan the QR code to the right or visit
riversmartct.org to learn how you can help conserve
drinking water during the dry season.

Photos of cyanobacteria bloom on Rainbow Reservoir in Windsor, CT taken by FRWA staff.
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2022 Research and Water Quality Monitoring

Coliform Bacteria Monitoring

FRWA staff and four volunteers monitored sixty-six £ coli
sampling sites this year in the Farmington River and its
tributaries from June to September. Our monitoring season
included seventeen sampling sites in Massachusetts and forty-
nine sites in Connecticut. We extend our gratitude to the Town
of Simsbury’s Water Pollution Control Authority for allowing us
to utilize their lab to analyze our samples.

Chloride Water Monitoring- Salt Watch

FRWA partnered with the Izaak Walton League of America
(IWLA) in 2021 to participate in their Salt Watch program and
research harmful road salt runoff pollution in our watershed.
After a season of winter sampling and discussions with IWLA,
DEEP, and our Wild & Scenic Committees, we decided to
continue our chloride sampling through the summer and found ¢+ ; -
that salt concentrations increased during the dry months. b ¥ ', . ""Lz‘ F, J"j

Water Temperature Monitoring

FRWA installed five new continuous temperature dataloggers and retrieved and redeployed thirteen loggers
throughout the river and its tributaries in Connecticut. High temperatures in surface waters occur due to
climate change and pollution, and they decrease the available oxygen for aquatic organisms.

Stream Crossing Assessments

FRWA conducts stream crossing assessments (photo above) in both the upper and lower Farmington River
thanks to funding from the Farmington River Coordinating Committee (FRCC) and the Lower Farmington
River and Salmon Brook Wild & Scenic Committee (LFSWS). We have also expanded our stream crossing
program into Massachusetts by joining the Berkshire Clean, Cold, and Connected Partnership, led by the
Housatonic Valley Association. We have submitted a total of thirty-

six assessments during the 2022 season in Burlington and Canton, Monitoring in 2022
CT as well as twenty-one assessments in Otis and Sandisfield, MA.

Bacteria sample sites: 66

Aquatic Insect ampling

FRWA trained twenty-eight volunteers this September to assist in Chloride samples analyzed: 122

performing assessments according to the CT DEEP RBV (Riffle Nutrient monitoring sites: 25
Bioassessment by Volunteers) Protocol. Aquatic macroinvertebrate | Nutrient samples analyzed: 37
assessments are used to identify high-quality stream habitats. Temperature sensor sites: 18

Macroinvertebrate sampling sites: 8
Stream-crossing assessments: 51
Water monitoring volunteers: 31

Eleven samples were collected in 2022 from ten streams. FRWA will
be submitting results from the fall of 2022 to CT DEEP, and these
results will be published in an annual report.




Embracing Community in Outdoor Activities

Over the past year, FRWA has been inspired and motivated by all the
people that have come out to support us and help us in our mission
to preserve and protect the Farmington River and its watershed.
After the past few years of working in isolation, this year felt much
like the opposite. We were blown away by the enthusiasm of our
community; people came out in droves to support us and meet up
and share experiences.
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We had two river cleanups, outdoor native tree plantings, educational
programs for students, invasive plant clearing days, and volunteer
trainings on aquatic insect populations and stream crossing
assessments. We launched again onto Rainbow Reservoir to study the | N‘S\‘
cyanobacteria blooms from Camp Shalom and also educated the
campers on how we take measurements with our equipment (photo
on the left). FRWA hosted a Diversify Whitewater paddle (photo
below) on the Farmington River, and we were rewarded with new
friends learning new skills and connecting people with the beauty of
the Farmington River while removing barriers to accessing the
paddling sports community. We plan to continue hosting events to
meet you all! Thank you for a great year!
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Financials - July 2021 through June 2022

Income, FY 2020-21 Expenses, FY 2020-2021

Bl Contributions, 58% B Research & Projects, 49%

Total
B Fees for Service, 21% Total B Oytreach & Education, 27% Expenses
Income
Memberships & Dues, 13% Bl Advocacy, 10% $345,475

$640,242

@ Endowment Transfers, 7% Il Management & General, 9%

B special Events & Sales, 2% Fundraising, 5%
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Friends of the Farmington River Watershed
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Special Recognition
Thanks to our 2021-2022 friends and volunteers for helping us
protect water quality in the Farmington River Watershed!
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FRWA Board of Directors
We thank our fantastic Board for their hard work and steadfast commitment to protecting and
restoring the Farmington River Watershed!

New Board Nominee
Christopher Whalen

Nominees for Renewed Three Year Terms
Susie Barney Marlene Snecinski

Proposed Slate of Officers for 2022 (One Year Term)
President, Carol Noble
Vice President, John Laudati
Vice President, Robin Baran
Secretary, Beckie Sahl
Treasurer, Brian Freeman

Current FRWA Board Members

Ginny Apple Robin Baran Susan Barney
David Donaldson, Jr. Michael Feldman Brian Freeman
Chip Harrison Ann Jurkiewicz Andy Kuhlberg
John Laudati Debbie Leonard Carol Noble
John E. Robinson Beckie Sahl Vic Schoen
David Sinish Marlene Snecinski Rick Warters

Guy West

FRWA Staff

Aimee Petras — Executive Director
Laura Hart — Conservation Director
Heather Geist — Education & Outreach Manager
Paige Vichiola — Watershed Manager

FRWA River Stewards
Ciara Kilkenny Kelsey Murray
David Baldwin — Yale Conservation Fellow
GIS Manager
Judah Shingleton



