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It is time for a paradigm shift for the FMD-free status! 

 

Trust in Animals &  
Food Safety 

Why a paradigm shift makes sense:  

▪ Meat, meat products, and germinal materials of vaccinated animals are safe  

▪ No unnecessary culling of healthy animals in case of an outbreak  

▪ Supports global food security   

▪ Technologies e.g., vaccines and diagnostics made great progress    

▪ Veterinary services have strongly improved     

▪ Vaccination against FMD is an insurance policy   

▪ Increased resilience against spread of FMD virus   

Technical and scientific reasons  

▪ The risk of FMD virus being introduced through meat from a vaccinated animal is negligible  

▪ Infected animals can be differentiated from vaccinated animals  

▪ Effective vaccines and enhanced veterinary services have successfully eliminated FMD from 

most of South America – showing that the concept is working and safe 

 

A global paradigm shift in the perception of the "FMD-free” - statuses as equivalent regardless 

of vaccination is important because there is no scientific basis to treat the two statuses 

differently. 
 

With the developments of recent years and the current state of knowledge, there are 

numerous arguments supporting the paradigm shift:  

 
Reasons related with public concern 

▪ For more than 30 years, meat and meat products from vaccinated animals have been 

traded safely  

▪ Global food security can be improved by broader accessibility and by avoiding stamping out 

▪ Animal welfare challenges can be mitigated by avoiding stamping out    

▪ Endemic countries can be incentivized to sustainably prevent and control FMD  

▪ FMD is not a public health or food safety risk  

 

  

Economic reasons   

▪ Vaccination is a simple insurance policy against economic shockwaves of a FMD outbreak, 

the cost of which would be devastating  

▪ Vaccination protects all countries from FMD incursion through maintenance of capacities, 

resources, and technology to handle FMD emergencies anywhere worldwide  

▪ Trade continuity in the face of FMD vaccination provides stability and continuity.  

▪ Export opportunities support global economic development   


