
  
 

GUSTO ITALIAN SEALS GROUND-BREAKING PARTNERSHIP WITH 
PAYCAPTAIN AS IT PUSHES PEOPLE-CENTRIC AGENDA 

 
 

[6 April 2022]: Gusto Italian, the premium casual dining restaurant group, has 
announced a new partnership with PayCaptain, which will further strengthen its 
employee proposition and push financial awareness and wellbeing up the agenda for 
its people.  
 
Gusto Italian’s family of employees will benefit from greater flexibility over pay, 
savings and pension planning, as well as having the opportunity to access pay on-
demand. PayCaptain also provides tips and advice around saving money, and allows 
team members to access a pay, savings and pensions dashboard through the app.  
 
As part of its deal Gusto Italian will introduce a new pension provider, Collegia, which 
specialises in making responsible investing accessible to all. Collegia directs funds 
exclusively towards companies that score high in ESG and stakeholder management 
metrics. In addition, it is the UK’s only combined auto enrolment and personal 
pension plan provider. 
 
Matt Snell, CEO of Gusto Italian, said: “This is a really important move for our 
business.  We want to be a best-in-class employer, and that means working to 
introduce leading benefits and collaborating with best-in-class partners. This 
investment in PayCaptain means we are transforming what we do in this area for our 
teams – to a more flexible, engaging, and easy-to-access pay and pension set up. It 
provides a solution that really benefits our restaurant family.” 
 
PayCaptain’s HMRC-approved payroll software also provides tips and advice around 
saving money, and allows team members to access a pay, savings and pensions 
dashboard through the app.  PayCaptain is also B Corp-certified, meaning it meets 
high ethical standards in several areas and has demonstrated its social and 
environmental impact. The assessment standards include performance, 
accountability and transparency on multiple factors from charitable giving to 
employee and stakeholder benefits.  
 
Simon Bocca, Founder and CEO of PayCaptain, said: “We’re delighted to be 
teaming up with the team at Gusto Italian. We’re always looking to work with like-
minded businesses, and the transparent nature of PayCaptain aligns with the way 
Gusto Italian runs its business and communicates with its teams. We’re looking 
forward to a long and successful partnership with Matt and the Gusto Italian family.”  
 
Cloud-based PayCaptain is fully integrated into Yapster, Gusto Italian’s internal 
communications channel. As part of Gusto Italian’s commitment to transparency, 
anybody within the business is encouraged to submit a question through Yapster, 
anonymously, and the Gusto Italian management team commits to replying to them 
all, openly and for everybody to see. 



  
 
Founded in Cheshire in 2005, Gusto Italian has almost 600 employees, known as 
family members, across 13 restaurants. The company’s most recent site opened in 
Nottingham in late 2021.   
 

- ENDS – 
 
Issued on behalf of Gusto Italian by Fleet Street. For more information, contact 
gusto@fsc.uk.com or contact:  
 
Mark Stretton   07974 303657  e: mark@fsc.uk.com  
 
 
About Gusto Italian:  Gusto Italian was founded in 2005 by Jeremy Roberts and the late 
Tim Bacon, from Living Ventures Group, and in 2014, gained private equity backing from 
Palatine.  Born in Cheshire, Gusto Italian has grown to 13 beautiful restaurants across the 
UK with more than 587 family members, many of whom have been with the company since 
day one.  From city centres to typical English villages, Gusto Italian is all about making the 
most out of life: celebrating life’s little moments, making every day extraordinary, and making 
the everyday exquisite. 
 
Gusto Italian’s contemporary Italian menu takes fresh, carefully selected, simple ingredients 
to create the best tasting food and drink around, and our timeless, classic restaurant & bars 
make any occasion special – whether it’s date night, a family lunch or a catch up over 
cocktails.  
 
Since day one, Gusto Italian’s values have been: Make A Difference, Do The Right Thing, 
Look For The Good, and Share Our Passion & Knowledge. 
 
About PayCaptain:  PayCaptain provides intelligent automated cloud payroll software with 
a fully managed service, embracing the latest technologies and Faster Payments to enable a 
highly efficient automated payroll process and outsourced payroll bureau service.  
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