
The following resolution herewith has been proposed by the following parties:

Blake Ziegler (University of Notre Dame), Ambassador President

Interfaith and Interdenominational Committee

Views expressed are those of the Ambassador Program and not Jewish on

Campus as a whole, unless explicitly stated.

Resolution 2223-3:

A Resolution to Emphasize the Separation of Church and State



Introduction

The separation of church and state is a hallmark of North American democracy. The

clear division between politics and religion has been a historic cornerstone of the United

States of America and Canada. In the United States, the First Amendment has

consistently been interpreted as a preventive measure from the intermixing between

church and state. Although it is not explicitly affirmed in its constitution, Canadian

courts routinely employ the principles of religious freedom and government neutrality

towards religion. Moreover, separation of church and state enjoys the support of public

opinion. According to a spring 2022 study from Pew Research Center, 73% of Americans

believe religion ought to be kept separate from politics.

However, despite its importance and vast public support, the separation of church and

state is under assault on this continent. The rise of the Religious Right in American

politics has given rise to candidates who fuel political division, promote disinformation,

and undermine democracy through religious rhetoric. The Supreme Court of the United

States has begun the erosion of government neutrality towards religion by reintroducing

prayer to public schools. As part of the “freedom convoy” protests in Canada, white

Christian nationalists utilized religious themes to galvanize supporters and promote

greater integration between church and state.

Assumptions

This resolution operates under the following assumptions:

1. Antisemitism is defined according to the IHRA Working Definition of

Antisemitism, as adopted by the Ambassador Program in Resolution 1 of the

2021-2022 cohort.

2. The concern about separation of church and state is tied to the undue influence of

religion on government affairs and vice versa. This resolution is not a statement

on the financial support of religious institutions by a government, as seen in

Canada. Instead, this statement expresses disapproval over efforts to increase

religious influence in government, particularly with the rise of Christian

nationalism.

3. This resolution intends no criticism against Judaism or other faiths. Its concern

is wholeheartedly in the undue influence of religion in government while

recognizing that religious rhetoric and appeal by some is not representative of an

entire faith.

Articles

Article I: The Necessity for Separation of Church and State

I. The Ambassador Program recognizes the following principles regarding the

separation of church and state:
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A. Religious liberty is an innate human right, regardless of one’s religiosity or

faith. The ability to pursue meaning behind the truth of the world is

essential to personal identity and fulfillment of one’s purpose. At the same

time, that mission can only be accomplished when undue influence from

other religions or religious coercion is limited.

B. The separation of church and state is fundamental to the expression of

religious freedom. Government action influenced by religion inadvertently

imposes religious views on a population that does not necessarily abide by

those views. At the same time, the intermingling of political affairs in

religion distorts the immaterial, spiritual nature of faith.

II. The Ambassador Program acknowledges the relevance of separation of church

and state for the Jewish people, especially in North America.

A. In the United States, Jews are the lone religious group in fierce opposition

to intermixing religion with politics.

B. Scholars have noted that because many North American Jews’ ancestors

fled to this continent because of religious persecution invoked by the state,

intergenerational trauma potentially plays a role in Jewish support for

separation of church and state.

Article II: The Threat Against Separation of Church and State

I. The Ambassador Program takes great concern in and denounces recent assaults

against the separation of church and state across North America, including but

not limited to:

A. Recent decisions by the Supreme Court of the United States that have

either undermined religious freedom, such as the removal of a federal

right to abortion in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization

(2022), despite the recognition in Judaism and othe religions of abortion,

and the re-introduction of prayer in public schools in Kennedy v.

Bremerton School District (2022).

B. The rise of far-right Christian nationalist candidates in the American and

Canadian political systems, who call for greater influence of Christianity in

government policies, spread conspiracy theories, and dismiss the religious

freedom of non-Christians.

Article III: The Ambassador Program’s Statement

I. The Ambassador Program shall publish in a reasonable time upon passage of this

resolution the following statement to express the views embedded in its articles:

A. Headline: Jewish on Campus Ambassador Program formally denounces

assault on separation of church and state in North America

B. “Religious freedom is an innate human right, whether one is religious or

non-religious. The ability to freely practice one’s faith or avoid coercion
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from other faiths is dependent upon the barring of influence between

religious institutions and the government. When governments begin

legislating based on religion, it threatens the integrity of faith while

unjustly imposing one religion onto an entire population. The separation

of church and state has been a hallmark of the United States and Canada

in the protection of religious liberty. Because many of our ancestors fled

state-sanctioned religious persecution, North American Jews understand

the vital role that separation between church and state plays in our safety

and prosperity.

C. However, the separation of church and state has been under assault for

decades. Just this year, we have witnessed court decisions by the Supreme

Court of the United States that erode religious freedom. In the United

States and Canada, far-right Christian nationalist candidates receive

applause at calls to integrate their religious views into government policy.

At a time when democracy is under assault, we must recognize and act

against efforts to undermine religious freedom.

D. As the representative body of North American Jewish students, the Jewish

on Campus Ambassador Program formally expresses its support for the

separation of church and state and denounces attempts to undermine it.

The history of the Jewish people demonstrates the essential role of

religious liberty to protect our community. The Ambassador Program is

committed to supporting this tradition.”

II. The statement shall be signed by the Ambassador President on behalf of the

Ambassador Program.

III. The statement may be edited prior to publication due to input from JOC staff, so

long as the original intent of the message is maintained.

Amendments

I. Acknowledge that the ideals and promises of the separation between Church and

State historically have not always and presently are not always fulfilled. That

Jews as well as other religious minorities have had to fight for both religious

liberty and separation of Church and State. That in North America preferential

treatment for Christians and Christianity is entrenched in a myriad of

government systems including but not limited to the education system.

3



Voting

31  Ambassadors voted “Yea.”  0  voted “Nay.” 0  abstained. 7 were not present. Voting

occurred on 10/27/2022.

Representative of Boston University,

Yea

Representative 1 of Brandeis University,

Yea

Representative 2 of Brandeis University,

Yea

Representative of California State

University (Long Beach), Absent

Representative of California Polytechnic

State University (San Luis Obispo), Yea

Representative of Columbia University,

Yea

Representative of Davidson College,

Yea

Representative of Duke University, Yea

Representative of Eckerd College, Yea

Representative of George Washington

University, Absent

Representative 1 of Georgia Institute of

Technology, Yea

Representative 2 of Georgia Institute of

Technology, Yea

Representative of Illinois State

University, Yea

Representative 1 of Indiana University,

Yea

Representative 2 of Indiana University,

Yea

Representative 3 of Indiana University,

Yea

Representative of Northwestern

University, Yea

Representative of Ohio Wesleyan

University, Yea

Representative of Queen’s University,

Yea

Representative of Ramapo College of

New Jersey, Yea

Representative of Simmons University,

Yea

Representative 1 of Tufts University,

Yea

Representative 2 of Tufts University,

Absent

Representative of Tulane University,

Absent
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Representative of University at Buffalo,

Yea

Representative of University of

California (Berkeley), Yea

Representative of University of

California (Santa Cruz), Absent

Representative 1 of University of

Chicago, Yea

Representative 2 of University of

Chicago, Absent

Representative of University of Guelph,

Yea

Representative of University of King’s

College, Yea

Representative of University of

Minnesota (Twin Cities), Yea

Representative of University of Missouri

(Columbia), Yea

Representative of University of Oregon,

Yea

Representative of University of

Rochester, Yea

Representative of University of South

Florida, Absent

Representative of Utah State University,

Yea

Representative of 1 Western Washington

University, Yea

Representative of 2 Western

Washington University, Absent

Approval

Approved by Blake Ziegler, President [10/27/2022]
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