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Friday, June 25, 1999

Back to the future. ..

JANET KELLY Boulevard.
CAMBRIDGE REPORTER ;

CAMBRIDGE - Long-time Preston resi-
dents will give their heads a shake when they

pass the old lawn bowling club Queenston
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY TAXES

ARE DUE
JULY 2, 1999
The Tax Office is open Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. For your convenience the Office will
be open until 6:00 p.m. on July 2, 1999
If you have any further questions;
please call 7404524

CAMBRIDG(!E FARMERS MARKET

_ AT THE CORNER OF AINSLIE AND DICKSON STR

ANERIDGE KIWANIS STRAWBERRY SOCI
' CARRIE'S 1 SOUTHERN
“"FH SPICE!! PRIDE |
i GIRL” i POULTRY !
{RAWLEIGHS - OVER 1004} Try over special Fed |

BarBQ BONELESS |

THIGFS ONLY $2.99L5 |

FRESH CUT'LEGS
1 meusmess N ssors By rmERAG |
e e L gt LS g (PRai E RN . |

: 1
I FOR MANY HEALTH |
I PROBLEMS - 16 YEARS 11
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After sitting dormant for years , the Preston
Lawn Bowling Club has been reborn, look-
ing just as it did more than 60 years ago.

“I grew up around here,” said Mark Clare,

vice-president of the club.
“We’d ride by on our bicycles
and stop and watch. It was a
very social time.”

Rather than watch the club
deteriorate or become a parking
lot, he decided to look into the
status of the property. Others in
the area had the same idea.

The group discovered that the
club was held under a 99-year
lease with the Town of Preston
for a fee of $1.

All the property needed — or so
they thought — was a little mus-

| cle.

Instead, they were in fora gru-
eling year of weed pulling
(“champion-sized weeds,” site
manager Ian Scott pointed out),
lawn maintenance,
cleaning and renovations, with
more work still ahead of them.

“We don’t expect the club will
be completely restored this
year,” said Mrs. Clare, secretary.
“We never realized how big ‘a
project it would be.”

They did however, receive a lot
of support and would like to
thank the City of Cambridge and
many other friends of the club.

Most with full-time jobs, the
neighbours have spent most of
their free time at the club —
although none have had time to
bowl.

But alas the hard work has paid
off and the neighbours have
breathed new Tlife into the run-
down facility.

Coincidentally, the revived
club and an archive is ready just
in time for Preston’s 100th birth-
day.

Photo submitted

The Preston Lawn Bowling Club on Queen Street (now Queenston Road) was bustling with activity in the 1930s. The executive of the newly
restored club hope the crowds will return. V 3

“We didn’t plan for the centennial. That’s
how it worked out,” Mr. Clare said.

Fittingly, the club as changed little from its
early days.

“Our plan is to keep it the way it was . . . a
nice neighbourhood place to come,” Mr.
Clare said.

The Preston Lawn Bowling Club has a long
and proud history as one of the fine old facil-
ities in Ontario.

“It’s the prettiest,” said Mr. Clare.

“He’s biased,” Mr. Scott, replied. “It’s the
best preserved club.”

As an original member, current president
Bill Blake can tell it like it is.

The club originated from a lawn bowling
green, located on tennis courts on the Savage
Shoe grounds on Queen Street (now
Queenston Road). In the 1936, the club
located at it current location and signed the
lease with the town. :

“The club lasted longer than the town the
town of Preston,” Mr. Blake said.

Janet Keily/Cambridge Reporter

Members of the executive put down their gar-
dening tools and paint brushes and had a lit-
tle fun y. Bill Blake, president, takes
his best shot, while novices Ann and Mark
Clare admire his expertise.

D & E GooD}  KINZIE 1

e il




