
 

A. Lumen gentium: Kingdom and Church 

 

3. The Son, therefore, came, sent by the Father. It was in Him, before the foundation of the 

world, that the Father chose us and predestined us to become adopted sons, for in Him it 

pleased the Father to re-establish all things.(4) To carry out the will of the Father, Christ 

inaugurated the Kingdom of heaven on earth and revealed to us the mystery of that 

kingdom. By His obedience He brought about redemption. The Church, or, in other words, 

the kingdom of Christ now present in mystery, grows visibly through the power of God in 

the world. This inauguration and this growth are both symbolized by the blood and water 

which flowed from the open side of a crucified Jesus,(5) and are foretold in the words of the 

Lord referring to His death on the Cross: "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 

things to myself".(6) As often as the sacrifice of the cross in which Christ our Passover was 

sacrificed, is celebrated on the altar, the work of our redemption is carried on, and, in the 

sacrament of the eucharistic bread, the unity of all believers who form one body in Christ (8) 

is both expressed and brought about. All men are called to this union with Christ, who is the 

light of the world, from whom we go forth, through whom we live, and toward whom our 

whole life strains. 

5. The mystery of the holy Church is manifest in its very foundation. The Lord Jesus set it on 
its course by preaching the Good News, that is, the coming of the Kingdom of God, which, 
for centuries, had been promised in the Scriptures: "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand"(18). In the word, in the works, and in the presence of Christ, this kingdom 
was clearly open to the view of men. The Word of the Lord is compared to a seed which is 
sown in a field;(19) those who hear the Word with faith and become part of the little flock 
of Christ,(20) have received the Kingdom itself. Then, by its own power the seed sprouts 
and grows until harvest time.(21) The Miracles of Jesus also confirm that the Kingdom has 
already arrived on earth: "If I cast out devils by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God 
has come upon you".(22) Before all things, however, the Kingdom is clearly visible in the 
very Person of Christ, the Son of God and the Son of Man, who came "to serve and to give 
His life as a ransom for many:"(23) 

When Jesus, who had suffered the death of the cross for mankind, had risen, He appeared 
as the one constituted as Lord, Christ and eternal Priest,(24) and He poured out on His 
disciples the Spirit promised by the Father.(25) From this source the Church, equipped with 
the gifts of its Founder and faithfully guarding His precepts of charity, humility and self-
sacrifice, receives the mission to proclaim and to spread among all peoples the Kingdom of 
Christ and of God and to be, on earth, the initial budding forth of that kingdom. While it 
slowly grows, the Church strains toward the completed Kingdom and, with all its strength, 
hopes and desires to be united in glory with its King. 

 

B. Lumen gentium: Catholicity and humanity 

13. All men are called to belong to the new people of God. Wherefore this people, while 
remaining one and only one, is to be spread throughout the whole world and must exist in 
all ages, so that the decree of God's will may be fulfilled. In the beginning God made human 
nature one and decreed that all His children, scattered as they were, would finally be 



gathered together as one. (117) It was for this purpose that God sent His Son, whom He 
appointed heir of all things,(118) that be might be teacher, king and priest of all, the head 
of the new and universal people of the sons of God. For this too God sent the Spirit of His 
Son as Lord and Life-giver. He it is who brings together the whole Church and each and 
every one of those who believe, and who is the well-spring of their unity in the teaching of 
the apostles and in fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in prayers.(119) 

It follows that though there are many nations there is but one people of God, which takes 
its citizens from every race, making them citizens of a kingdom which is of a heavenly rather 
than of an earthly nature. All the faithful, scattered though they be throughout the world, 
are in communion with each other in the Holy Spirit, and so, he who dwells in Rome knows 
that the people of India are his members"(9*). Since the kingdom of Christ is not of this 
world(120) the Church or people of God in establishing that kingdom takes nothing away 
from the temporal welfare of any people. On the contrary it fosters and takes to itself, 
insofar as they are good, the ability, riches and customs in which the genius of each people 
expresses itself. Taking them to itself it purifies, strengthens, elevates and ennobles them. 
The Church in this is mindful that she must bring together the nations for that king to whom 
they were given as an inheritance,(121) and to whose city they bring gifts and 
offerings.(122) This characteristic of universality which adorns the people of God is a gift 
from the Lord Himself. By reason of it, the Catholic Church strives constantly and with due 
effect to bring all humanity and all its possessions back to its source In Christ, with Him as 
its head and united in His Spirit. (10*) 

In virtue of this catholicity each individual part contributes through its special gifts to the 
good of the other parts and of the whole Church. Through the common sharing of gifts and 
through the common effort to attain fullness in unity, the whole and each of the parts 
receive increase. Not only, then, is the people of God made up of different peoples but in its 
inner structure also it is composed of various ranks. This diversity among its members arises 
either by reason of their duties, as is the case with those who exercise the sacred ministry 
for the good of their brethren, or by reason of their condition and state of life, as is the case 
with those many who enter the religious state and, tending toward holiness by a narrower 
path, stimulate their brethren by their example. Moreover, within the Church particular 
Churches hold a rightful place; these Churches retain their own traditions, without in any 
way opposing the primacy of the Chair of Peter, which presides over the whole assembly of 
charity (11*) and protects legitimate differences, while at the same time assuring that such 
differences do not hinder unity but rather contribute toward it. Between all the parts of the 
Church there remains a bond of close communion whereby they share spiritual riches, 
apostolic workers and temporal resources. For the members of the people of God are called 
to share these goods in common, and of each of the Churches the words of the Apostle hold 
good: "According to the gift that each has received, administer it to one another as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God".(123) 

All men are called to be part of this catholic unity of the people of God which in promoting 
universal peace presages it. And there belong to or are related to it in various ways, the 
Catholic faithful, all who believe in Christ, and indeed the whole of mankind, for all men are 
called by the grace of God to salvation. 

C. Lumen gentium: Salvation and the Church 

 

14. This Sacred Council wishes to turn its attention firstly to the Catholic faithful. Basing 

itself upon Sacred Scripture and Tradition, it teaches that the Church, now sojourning on 



earth as an exile, is necessary for salvation. Christ, present to us in His Body, which is the 

Church, is the one Mediator and the unique way of salvation. In explicit terms He Himself 

affirmed the necessity of faith and baptism(124) and thereby affirmed also the necessity of 

the Church, for through baptism as through a door men enter the Church. Whosoever, 

therefore, knowing that the Catholic Church was made necessary by Christ, would refuse to 

enter or to remain in it, could not be saved. [. .  .] 

16. Finally, those who have not yet received the Gospel are related in various ways to the 

people of God.(18*) In the first place we must recall the people to whom the testament and 

the promises were given and from whom Christ was born according to the flesh.(125) On 

account of their fathers this people remains most dear to God, for God does not repent of 

the gifts He makes nor of the calls He issues.(126) But the plan of salvation also includes 

those who acknowledge the Creator. In the first place amongst these there are the Muslims, 

who, professing to hold the faith of Abraham, along with us adore the one and merciful God, 

who on the last day will judge mankind. Nor is God far distant from those who in shadows 

and images seek the unknown God, for it is He who gives to all men life and breath and all 

things,(127) and as Saviour wills that all men be saved.(128) Those also can attain to 

salvation who through no fault of their own do not know the Gospel of Christ or His Church, 

yet sincerely seek God and moved by grace strive by their deeds to do His will as it is known 

to them through the dictates of conscience.(19*) Nor does Divine Providence deny the helps 

necessary for salvation to those who, without blame on their part, have not yet arrived at an 

explicit knowledge of God and with His grace strive to live a good life. Whatever good or 

truth is found amongst them is looked upon by the Church as a preparation for the 

Gospel.(20*) She knows that it is given by Him who enlightens all men so that they may 

finally have life. But often men, deceived by the Evil One, have become vain in their 

reasonings and have exchanged the truth of God for a lie, serving the creature rather than 

the Creator.(129) Or some there are who, living and dying in this world without God, are 

exposed to final despair. Wherefore to promote the glory of God and procure the salvation 

of all of these, and mindful of the command of the Lord, "Preach the Gospel to every 

creature",(130) the Church fosters the missions with care and attention. 

 

 

 


