
  

 

 

Maine Indian Tribal-State Commission 

April 7, 2023 

                                 Virtual Meeting via Zoom 

With Live Stream for the Public 

 

Commissioners Present: 

Richard Rosen, Sandra Yarmal, Bob Checkoway, Newell Lewey (Chairperson), Sam St. 

John, Ezekiel Crofton-Macdonald, Bert Polchies, Darren Ranco, Joseph Barnes 

 

Staff Present: Rachel Bell (Projects Coordinator), Paul Thibeault (Managing Director) 

 

Guests Present: Judson Esty Kendall 

 

Public: By live stream  

 

Welcome and Introductions 

 

Review of Agenda: Commissioners reviewed the draft agenda.  

 

Approval of Minutes: Commissioners reviewed minutes from January 27th, 2022. 

Bob Checkoway made a motion to approve the minutes. Seconded by Bert Polchies. 

All in favor. 

 

Financial Report: Paul Thibeault summarized the written report. 

 

Staff Report: Paul Thibeault and Rachel Bell provided staff updates and referred 

commissioners to the written report outlining administrative work and other projects that 

took place from the January 27th meeting to the present.  

 

Discussion of Sea Run Report: 

Progress continues to be made on distribution of the Sea Run report to tribal and state 

leaders, educators, and environmental organizations. Rachel Bell and Rafi Hopkins will 

be conducting and recording a series of interviews to promote awareness and discussion 

of the report. MITSC staff suggested hiring a professional editor prior to an anticipated 

larger print run, and the commissioners approved this idea unanimously. Staff will be 



  

seeking potential funders for this larger print run as well as other further educational 

initiatives.  

 

Update and Planning for Legislative Session/MITSC Positions: 

Zeke Crofton-MacDonald provided updates on the status of various Tribal/State bills. It 

was noted that MITSC would be taking a position in support of the Wabanaki Studies 

bill and a state implementation of ICWA protections. We are still waiting for language 

regarding the sovereignty bill and the Advancing Equality for Wabanaki Nations Act. It 

was agreed that MITSC’s Legislative and Policy Committee would continue to meet and 

report back to the group as things evolve.  

 

MITSC Vacancies: Some names have been submitted, but there are still no updates on 

when the State MITSC vacancies might be filled.   

 

Pending MITSC studies: There was further discussion about a MITSC study on the 

unique impact of PFAS on Tribal citizens and communities. Additionally, there was 

talk of a MITSC study on the Tribes’ role in governance of Baxter Park, and a MITSC 

study on Tribal access to federal block grant funds. 

 

Co-management of Fisheries: Bob Checkoway provided a brief update on the progress 

of the co-management of fisheries proposal. 

 

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held at the Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians 

Tribal offices on May 12th from 10-2.  

 

The meeting was adjourned by consensus.  

 

 
 

 

 
 


