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What Is A Source Water 
Protection Plan?

• A document designed to help prevent the 
the contamination or depletion of water 
resources used for drinking water within a 
given area (town, aquifer, watershed, etc.)



Why Conduct Source Water 
Protection Planning?

• Eliminate or reduce 
potential contaminant 
threats.

• Ensure long-term 
sustainability of water 
supplies.

• Minimize impacts on 
other water 
resources.

• Plan for contingencies 
in the event of 
emergencies.



Source Water Protection 
Plan Components

• An inventory of source water resources
– Public water systems
– Individual water systems (i.e. private wells, springs, 

etc.)
– Groundwater and surface water resources supplying 

these sources of drinking water
• An evaluation of potential sources of 

contamination and depletion
– Characterize land cover and land use
– Inventory regulated facilities
– Prioritize potential sources and/or issues based upon 

perceived risk



Source Water Protection 
Plan Components (cont’d)

• Identification of protection methods to be 
implemented for addressing potential 
contamination or depletion issues
– Non-regulatory strategies

and/or 
– Regulatory strategies

• Determine who will implement the protection 
methods, what the potential costs may be, is 
funding necessary, and what is the schedule 
for implementation



Already done some





Source Water Protection 
Plan Components (cont’d)

• Determine strategies for supplying safe 
water in the event of contamination or 
depletion (spill, drought, etc.)

• Regularly review the plan and follow 
through on protection measures



Wales Source Water Protection 
Plan

What Has Been Done To Date:
• February 2014 – NYRWA started to 

compile aquifer and well data.
• May 2014 – Initially met with Town 

Aquifer Protection Committee
• June-August 2014 – Conducted water 

well survey both online and through 
mailing to residents



Total of 417 Survey Responses

• 359 
responses to 
mailing

• 58 online 
responses

• Very evenly 
distributed 
across 
Town.

Water Well 
Survey



Unconsolidated Aquifers 
Have Been Mapped In Detail



Bedrock Well Data Has Been 
Compiled and Studied



Bedrock Well Data Has Been 
Compiled and Studied



Wales Source Water Protection 
Plan

What Has Been Done To Date:

• Nov. 2014 - Held public informational 
meeting regarding groundwater basics, 
describing local well supplies, and 
discussing the results of survey.

• Oct. 2015 – Held second public 
informational meeting to discuss how 
individuals and the Town can protect 
groundwater.



Wales Source Water Protection 
Plan

What Has Been Done To Date:

• March 2016 - Held meeting with Town Aquifer 
Protection Committee to review maps and 
potential protection tools that I suggested. 
– I asked for review of possible strategies to 

incorporate into the source water protection plan to 
be prepared. 

• April 2016 - Councilwoman Jude Hartrich 
shared the suggestions with the town’s Zoning 
Board, Planning Board and Conservation 
Board and requested feedback.



Wales Source Water Protection Plan
What Needs to Be Done to 

Complete:
• Commitment from the Town that it would like to 

finalize development and implementation of the 
source water protection plan
– Including review of potential protection strategies
– Selection and prioritization of protection strategies 

to be implemented
• Preparation of source water protection plan by 

NYRWA
– Updating of data (from 2014 to 2019)
– Map preparation
– Write plan text



Wales Source Water Protection Plan
What Needs to Be Done to 

Complete:
• Review and approval of plan by Town with 

protection strategies to be implemented



The Future
• I will commit to having a plan ready for 

Wales to adopt during my April 1, 2019 -
March 31, 2020 program year.

• A resolution or motion to proceed by the 
Town in the month or two would allow me 
to start compiling the necessary data and 
getting plan materials out to the people in 
Wales for their review. 

• I would need a group of individuals 
(planning team) to work again with.



My Contact Info.

• Steven Winkley
– Winkley@nyruralwater.org
– 1-888-NYRURAL ext. 170



Questions??
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