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Overview 

• 20 wells sampled by NYSDOH 
• 6 sampling kits mailed 

o 2 returned 
• 22 wells total 

o 18 wells near agriculture (AG) 
o 4 wells near a cemetery (CEM) 

• 15 coliform detections 
o 4 CEM 
o 11 AG 

• 2 E. coli detections 
o 1 CEM 
o 1 AG 

• Very hard water, only 3 wells below 120 mg/L as CaCO3 
• Extremely high levels of iron (>3 mg/L -> 10 times the MCL) in a few wells 
• 11 of the 20 wells sampled by NYSDOH had a disinfection system installed 
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Tables 

There are no regulations for maximum contaminant levels in private wells in New York State. All 
references to exceedances are recommended levels. 

 

Number of wells by number of exceedances 

All wells 

# of Wells ≥1 
Exceedance 

# of Wells ≥2 
Exceedance 

# of Wells ≥3 
Exceedance 

# of Wells ≥4 
Exceedance 

20 13 11 9 
91% 59% 50% 41% 

 

CEM wells 

# of Wells ≥1 
Exceedance 

# of Wells ≥2 
Exceedance 

# of Wells ≥3 
Exceedance 

# of Wells ≥4 
Exceedance 

4 2 1 1 
100% 50% 25% 25% 

 

AG wells 

# of Wells ≥1 
Exceedance 

# of Wells ≥2 
Exceedance 

# of Wells ≥3 
Exceedance 

# of Wells ≥4 
Exceedance 

16 11 10 8 

89% 61% 56% 44% 
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All wells 

Contaminant # of Exceedances % of Wells 
Coliform 15 68% 
Iron + Mn 11 50% 
Iron 11 50% 
Turbidity 7 32% 
Manganese 5 23% 
E. coli 2 9% 
Chloride 2 9% 
Total 53  

 

CEM wells 

Contaminant # of Exceedances % of Wells 
Coliform 4 100% 
Iron + Mn 1 25% 
Iron 1 25% 
Manganese 1 25% 
E. coli 1 25% 
Turbidity 0 0% 
Chloride 0 0% 
Total 8  

 

AG wells 

Contaminant # of Exceedances % of Wells 
Coliform 11 61% 
Iron + Mn 10 56% 
Iron 10 56% 
Turbidity 7 39% 
Manganese 4 22% 
Chloride 2 11% 
E. coli 1 6% 
Total 45  
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Treatments 

 

Minnesota Department of Health Well Management Section. (2014). Well Owner’s Handbook: A 
Consumer’s Guide to Water Wells in Minnesota.  

 


