


Introduction
Despite the emergence of the new omicron variant and a challenging two years, 
the whole world is looking to 2022 and onwards for a brighter outlook. While we 
can’t step into a time machine (yet) and predict how the future will look compared 
to the dark days of the pandemic, we can say that the investor space is certainly 
looking promising. Powered by new technologies and new markets, investment 
is in no way shrinking post-pandemic and our research has highlighted that the 
opposite is in fact true.

With more and more investors, technologies and startups being developed and  
the three fields merging more than ever before, next year, in a world potentially 
free from lockdowns and restrictions that have affected the growth of businesses, 
is set for a huge amount of innovative business growth.

We commissioned a poll of early-stage investors and entrepreneurs carried out 
by Norstat, one of Europe’s largest independent data collection firms. The results 
showed that despite world events that affected all areas of businesses in 2020 and 
2021, we are on an upward trajectory.

In fact, business has shifted its direction because of world events; we are more 
connected and more focused on solving problems that are affecting all areas of 
life, such as climate change, and even the most traditional of industries are being 
radically improved through digitalisation. 

We look forward with apprehension and excitement to the opportunities 2022 and 
beyond present to investors, and dare to predict some of the likely outcomes.

Foreword by Roei Samuel, 
Co-Founder of Connectd

Methodology
The study asked 15 questions to 100 startup investors and 100 entrepreneurs based 
in the UK. It was conducted by one of Europe’s largest independent data collection 
companies, Norstat, and commissioned by Connectd, to understand attitudes towards 
startup investment in the UK.
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The growing 
investor appetite for 
sustainability startups
The climate crisis is at the top of everyone’s agenda. Yet over the past 
couple of years, with protests, new scientific data, key events such 
as COP26 and the G7 Summit, and a huge amount of publicity, we’ve 
all become more aware of how urgent the climate change crisis is and 
how little governments are doing to tackle it.
Entrepreneurs have recognised this inaction for a long time and have been actively 
developing solutions to solve the problem. The difference in 2022 will be the investor 
interest. These new products and platforms have ripened. They have reached a stage 
where their potential is being realised and along with all the noise around the climate 
crisis in the wake of COP26, investors are listening.

Not only is this a fulfilling, ethical investment but sustainability technology is a 
very lucrative investment. As governments are pushed further and further to act 
imminently, it’s likely that the responsibility will be shifted to businesses to lower their 
carbon emissions and investors recognise this.

Aside from the business benefits, this is a welcome trend for the rest of the world too 
as organisations start to focus on tackling the climate crisis. 
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A more genuinely  
global arena
In 2020 and 2021, investors started looking outside of their usual 
geographies for investment opportunities. Digitalisation allowed for a 
genuinely global arena for business, opening new areas such as Africa, 
Indonesia and Vietnam.
Africa received a high level of interest as an investment destination from investors 
across the globe and a number of African fintechs hit unicorn status last year. 
According to research by PwC, Ghana, Nigeria, Tanzania, Mauritius and Zambia were 
the top five African countries of choice outside of potential investors’ home markets, 
yet there is said to be interest in a wide variety of countries across East, Southern and 
West Africa. Sectors in Africa which were highlighted as a key focus included financial 
services, healthcare, mining, hospitality and consumer goods.

In 2022, we expect to see investors continuing to look outside of their usual 
markets and geographies for investment opportunities. In fact, 74% of investors 
and entrepreneurs in our survey said they will be more likely to make deals across 
different parts of the UK after the pandemic and don’t feel restricted by their location.
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entrepreneurs no longer 
feel restricted by their 
location when looking to 
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A closer focus on  
the metaverse
Following Facebook’s rebrand as Meta, a new name to reflect a 
focus beyond just social networking and into the metaverse, it 
will be interesting to see what future opportunities are presented 
for investors. Bloomberg Intelligence recently estimated that the 
metaverse’s market size will reach $800bn by 2024, suggesting this 
could be a very lucrative area to invest in.  
There is likely to be more discussion around the metaverse in the future and we’ll wait 
with bated breath to see where the dust settles. The question remains as to whether 
it will reflect a utopian or dystopian future. 2022 will shed more light on the topic.

It is not just the metaverse which is garnering attention in the investment world. 
Other futuristic concepts are receiving interest like non-fungible tokens (NFTS) and 
Web 3.0. Web 3.0 represents the next iteration or phase of the evolution of the web 
and could potentially be as disruptive. Built on the core concepts of decentralisation, 
openness and greater user utility, the largest opportunities are likely to be found in 
the emergence of new and disruptive technologies here. 

Where the interest in NFTs is concerned, it signals the creation of an entirely new 
market that rewards creativity.
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The rise of the creator
The creator economy, an ecosystem of creators such as bloggers, 
videographers and social media influencers, is going to be incredibly 
important for investors in 2022 and beyond. This relatively new 
economy is currently worth over $104.2 billion, a value which is 
increasing daily.
There are an estimated 50 million creators around the world, and when asked what 
they want to be when they grow older, British children cite a ‘creator career’ as one 
of their top four. It’s now a big part of our culture and consuming creator content is 
how most of us spend our downtime. Despite this, it’s still a relatively new world that 
seems to have blown up over the past couple of years. This is only set to grow.

Venture capitalists reportedly invested over $2 billion into creator-focused startups 
in 2021 to help creators make money from their work, turning them into small 
businesses. Mainstream platforms from Facebook to YouTube are also starting to 
catch up by launching creator funds and building monetisation and shoppability into 
their platforms.

The creator economy will evolve in 2022 as technology evolves and creators get 
even more creative. But it’s not just new markets that are set for high growth.
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Creator economy  
now worth over $104.2
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The transformation of 
traditional industries
While the pandemic affected businesses in many ways, one of the 
positives to come from it was that it forced traditional industries 
to transform. From innovation to digital adoption, there is a huge 
digital shift happening and no one is getting left behind.
According to the International Data Corporation, 85% of enterprise decision 
makers see the need to make significant inroads in digital transformation in 
their businesses within the next two years. Digital transformation is the latest in 
a long line of technology-focused shifts. It’s changing how businesses relate to 
customers and how businesses conduct processes. 

In 2022 we will see even more traditional industries adapt to undergo digital 
adoption. The healthcare, security, education and customer services sectors 
are among the ones to watch for digital transformation in 2022. We are already 
starting to see changes in many of these sectors, but things will change 
significantly in the years to come. 

These positive steps forward towards a tech-fuelled future will see all areas of 
business benefit. 

7

of enterprise decision makers 
see the need to make significant 
inroads in digital transformation 
in their businesses within the next 
two years.

85%

Investment in 2022 & beyond



Conclusion
There is no doubt the pandemic changed the business world, yet the 
opportunities and challenges that have been presented mean there is 
a bright outlook for investment in 2022. 
Our research found that 66% of investors and entrepreneurs expanded their 
portfolios during the pandemic and that 58% invested more into startups in 2021 
than in previous years. This is positive news which we expect to see continue into 
2022 and beyond. 

New technologies such as the metaverse and Web 3.0, and new markets in Africa 
and other up-until-now untouched geographies, are providing exciting opportunities 
for investors. 

Of course, the pandemic is far from over. With new variants rearing their ugly heads, 
there’s bound to be a healthy dose of apprehension and caution. But after coming 
through what was hopefully the worst of it and continuing to see if not the same then 
more investment in 2020 and 2021, 2022 is looking very promising indeed.

We are excited to see what the future holds and how technology evolves over the 
next few years. Will the metaverse become more than just a trend and a necessity for 
businesses? What ingenious ideas will come from the creator economy? How will the 
future look for traditional industries undergoing huge transformation? 

Our predictions serve as thought-provoking conversations. But if we’ve learnt 
anything in the past two years, only time will tell.
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About Connectd
Connectd is the leading community network that connects entrepreneurs and 
startups with investors and NEDs to secure growth opportunities. Created by 
serial entrepreneur, Roei Samuel, Connectd’s innovative technology has helped 
over 1,000 organisations and individuals find each other through a data-driven 
approach and cutting out the middlemen in the investment cycle. For investors 
and NEDS this means receiving relevant and strategic opportunities, and for 
startups, this means being partnered with the best people that will help you to 
achieve your growth aspirations. 

Connectd’s curation tools enable founders to create a deep set of progress 
reporting to ensure investors are kept up-to-date, and investors can accurately 
target opportunities for deals through the power of data. The Connectd ecosystem 
brings unrivalled networking, peer-to-peer learning, and meaningful opportunities 
to connect and deal with the right people, at the right time.   
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To learn more, visit www.connectd.co  

info@connectd.co

18 Finsbury Square, London.  
EC2A 1AH. United Kingdom

We’re connecting the dots between  
Startups, Investors and NED’s.
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