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W H O  W E  A R E

We work to 
protect the 
health, safety, 
and dignity of 
incarcerated 
people in 
Pennsylvania.

W E  M O N I T O R  &  
M E D I A T E

We are the sole organization in the 
Commonwealth with legal authority to  
visit any prison or jail.

W E  C O N N E C T

In a prison system that causes isolation  
by design, we believe in a better way.

W E  M A K E  
I T  H U M A N

Because it is.

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

C L A I R E  S H U B I K- R I C H A R D S

Executive Director

In 1787, three months before the start of the 
Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, our 
nation’s founders established the Prison Society. 
They did so out of a belief that all citizens, including 
those who were incarcerated, were entitled to lives of 
“virtue and happiness.” 

In 1829, the Pennsylvania legislature granted the 
Prison Society the authority to enter any prison in 
the commonwealth. It gave the Society this access 
out of a belief that, without citizens checking in on 
their incarcerated neighbors “the lowest common 
denominator of prison conditions would prevail.”

At its core, the Prison Society embodies the principles 
of neighbors helping neighbors, citizens holding the 
government to account, and the entitlement of all 
Americans to pursue happiness.  

In 2022, more than ever, Prison Society staff and 
volunteers are on the ground working to protect 
the health, safety, and dignity of the 62,000 
Pennsylvanians living in confinement. Not a day 
goes by that we are not in a facility helping someone 
directly, calming a family member, or providing 
policymakers the vital information they need to make 
Pennsylvania’s prisons safer and more humane. 

Over the course of the pandemic, our volunteer 
and supporter base has grown. As you will read in 
these pages, the Pennsylvanians who volunteer with 
and support the Prison Society make a profound 
difference in individual lives. Every day, the Society 
manifests the vision our founders articulated of a 
Pennsylvania in which we extend benevolence to all, 
including people in prison.  

P OW E R  O F  T H E  P EO P L E

The Power of Family and Friends

While the Prison Society’s founders focused on the 
power of citizens, the power of family and friends 
is essential. A recent Pennsylvania Department of 
Corrections (DOC) report on the subject found 
that people who received frequent visits from loved 
ones while in prison were significantly less likely to 
return to jail than those who did not receive visits. In 
fact, getting frequent visits was more predictive of 
successful community reentry than educational level 
or participation in therapeutic prison programming.  

Nevertheless, the Department of Corrections 
continues to maintain pandemic-era restrictions that 
seriously limit family visits, and some county facilities 
have eliminated them altogether.  

It is in moments like this one, when correctional 
institutions pursue policies counter to public safety 
and community well-being, that the Prison Society 
is needed most. It is for us, Prison Society supporters 
and volunteers, to bring attention to these policies, 
and to work to end them.

We thank you for joining us in this critical work.

Onward,

3,894 
 Helpline Calls  
 Answered 

3,048 
 Letters  
 Sent

1,234 
  Prison Visit Reports  

Filed By Volunteers

300
  Volunteer Prison 

Monitors

We Are the  
Go-to for People 
in Prison & Their 
Families
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HOW HAS THE PRISON 
SOCIETY HELPED YOU? 

01  
 “I don’t think you guys 
understand how much you 
mean to me. I have no family, 
no friends, no acquaintances 
on the outer side. Besides you 
guys, every time I get a letter 
from you, I release a sigh of 
relief, that I am not alone in  
this world.”  
–SCI Houtzdale

02  
 “I am so grateful for Prison 
Society volunteers. Prison 
advocacy is so important 
as this is a significantly 
overlooked, judged, and 
mistreated population, so I 
am deeply grateful for your 
organization and your work.”  
–SCI Camp Hill

03  
 “Thank you for your help. I 
seriously thought I was alone 
in this...I’m trying to take 
care of everything and it’s so 
stressful.”  
–SCI Coal Township

04   
“Thank you for listening to me 
and showing me kindness.”  
–SCI Phoenix

05  
 “Words can’t even express 
what you all mean to my son 
and me and countless others 
and their families as well.”   
–Philadelphia County Jail

We are in all 62 county 
facilities and 23 state 
correctional institutions 
in Pennsylvania

P R I S O N  S O C I E T Y  I N  P A

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST ABOUT BEING A VOLUNTEER?

05    “Knowing that I can be an 
empathetic listener and 
reporter for individuals who 
have no power otherwise and 
hope accumulated reports will 
have a larger impact over time 
in holding the prison system 
accountable and pushing 
it toward more humane 
practices.”  
– LAURA, Philadelphia County 

Jails

06    “Doing relatively simple (often, 
not always), concrete things 
that help an incarcerated 
person know they matter and 
sometimes really helps them 
out of a jam.”  
–HARRIET, Adams County Jail

07    “Being available to comfort 
families and persons in need 
and stress.”  
–JOHN, Berks County Jail

08    “Making people feel as if 
they matter and providing 
assistance to those who feel 
voiceless.”  
–LAVINIA, Allegheny County Jail

09    “Helping to better the 
conditions and treatment in 
our county jail.”  
–JACK, Blair County Jail

10    “Being able to ease the minds 
of incarcerated individuals 
by getting answers that they 
can’t access.”  
– ESTHER, SCI Cambridge Springs 

Jail (Crawford County)

11    “The ability to help people 
who need to be heard.”  
–FLAVIA, Centre County Jail

State Facility

County Facility

County 
With County 
Facilities Only

County With 
County and 
State Facilities

No 
Correctional 
Facility
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Stories  
My Larry suffers from a mental illness, a 

learning disability, and a speech disorder 

and is currently imprisoned at SCI Benner. 

Parents who have children like I do, we have 

to advocate for them. But I can’t do much of 

anything on the outside for my son.

As a kid, Larry was a real talker. He was very sweet 

and social and the kids in the neighborhood just 

loved him. But on the very first day of high school, he 

was offered drugs. After his substance abuse started, 

Larry declined quickly. He began committing crimes 

to feed his addictions and eventually ended up in 

prison. It all happened so fast.

A couple of times, he has said to me, “Mom, what 

happened? Why am I in here?” He just doesn’t 

understand how he ended up in prison. Larry became 

very withdrawn and stopped really speaking to 

anyone, even me. He stopped speaking in complete 

sentences and would only say “yes,” “no,” “yes.” It 

was all so terrorizing and scary for him.

Visits helped, but it’s a two-and-a-half hour drive one 

way. I can’t make it there more than once a month. 

Meanwhile, Larry didn’t know who he could trust and 

who to turn to for help. He was terribly anxious and 

just kept ending up in solitary confinement. There are 

so many ways you can get in trouble in prison, and 

for people with mental illness, it’s hard to figure it all 

out. I felt so helpless and alone and didn’t know who 

to turn to. Eventually, I found the Prison Society.

Once I became connected with the Prison Society, 

things started falling into place. I so appreciate 

that the staff took the time to listen to what we 

were going through. It felt as if I had a friend. From 

there, they determined my son could benefit from a 

volunteer visit. 

Nancy was just amazing and so warm. She contacted 

me before visiting Larry to better understand what 

was going on. Once she got in there, I just saw 

huge improvement. Somehow she was able to break 

through the hurt, distrust, and hopelessness. Larry 

really gravitated toward her professionalism and 

her expertise. She could explain things to him that I 

couldn’t, and help him organize an approach to his 

day-to-day life. I saw so much hope come back to 

my son. He began asking me questions like, “How are 

you, mom? How was your work week?” and I hadn’t 

heard that in years.

Before Nancy, Larry didn’t say one positive thing in 

five years. With her help, he has stayed out of solitary 

confinement and in the general population. For me, 

it speaks volumes to Nancy’s love for what she does. 

We are so very grateful for her willingness to give 

up her own personal time to visit with incarcerated 

people. At this point, Nancy has more of an influence 

on my son’s well being than anyone. And I mean 

that 100 percent, not only because of the trust she’s 

established with Larry, but also with prison staff who 

respect her and the Prison Society tremendously. 

I believe Larry is going to be able to give his own 

testimony one day about the Prison Society, and it’s 

going to be beautiful. 

We both have hope.

Dawn
Dawnof UsL A R RY ▼     Dawn’s Story

K E N  ▼     Ken’s Story

JOE (PRISON  S O C I E T Y M E N TO R I N G  A S S OCIATE)  +  M

ALIK  ▼
    M

alik’s Story
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Malik recently purchased 

a food truck and is excited 

to pursue his passion for 

cooking on the streets of 

Philadelphia. 

My time was coming up, and I knew it. I was supposed to be released from SCI Camp Hill in 

December of 2021 and was looking forward to going home. But the new year came and went, 

and I was still in jail. I had it added up in my head, though. I should have been out and I wasn’t. 

Then, I was told I was being transferred to a new facility. I knew something was wrong and 

told the people at the prison I was past my max, but no one listened. On the inside, you can’t 

resolve anything. 

Ken’s brother died while he 

was incarcerated. On the day 

he was released, he visited his 

brother’s grave with his mom. 

My mom tried to help, but it seemed like everyone 

she talked to was confused. She made phone calls 

and wrote letters, but kept on hitting dead ends. She 

kept hearing “the state will figure it out.” 

I arrived at SCI Fayette in early 2022. I told them 

I was over serving, but I didn’t have any pull to do 

anything. I was stuck and I felt crazy. 

By the time I found out about the Prison Society from 

my cellmate it was already April of 2022. My cellie 

was a guy doing life (I shouldn’t have been with 

lifers), but he knew exactly what to do when you’re 

wrongfully in jail. He said the Prison Society could 

help, “just listen to whatever they say and they’ll be 

able to get this straightened out.” And he was right.

I asked my mom to call the Prison Society for me. A 

few days later, a volunteer named Greg came to visit. 

I knew he was going to help because it was count 

time, and I was still allowed to visit with him. They 

don’t usually let you out during the count. Greg was 

a good listener. I told him what was going on, and he 

said he had never seen anything like this before. 

He took action right away and requested the prison 

look into the matter. Sure enough, they discovered 

there were problems with my credited time. Greg 

also contacted the sentencing judge. The next thing I 

knew, I was pulled from a class at the prison and was 

immediately released. They put me right on the bus 

and got me out of there. 

They hurried once Greg got involved. Without the 

Prison Society, I would still be there.

Growing up in the city, I lived and died on street code. The streets were my main learning 

environment, where I developed survival skills and built my identity. And, I was good at street 

life, made fast money doing some bad things, but it wasn’t until I was incarcerated for 13 years 

that I discovered what I was really made of.

I’ll never forget it. I was in the jail library doing 

research for my case, and my grandmother popped 

into my head: “Malik, if nothing changes, nothing 

changes.” It stopped me in my tracks. I get it! I have 

to reimagine everything I’ve learned. I have to take 

the skills that made me successful on the street and 

use them positively, to contribute in a meaningful way.

That was in 2009. From that point on, I committed 

to doing everything for others. I engaged the prison 

guards; I ran sport tournaments; I worked with other 

incarcerated men to help them value themselves and 

not lose hope for their future.

It’s hard to stay mentally healthy and positive when 

you’re deprived of so much—family, connection, 

everything.

My focus was on doing good work and getting 

released, but then COVID hit, and everything 

stopped. In 12 years, I’d never been placed in the 

hole. I’d never been in solitary confinement. Suddenly, 

we were in lockdown, released from our cells for 

only 15 minutes a day, if we were lucky. That kind of 

restriction really messes with your mental health, 

causing rapid mental deterioration and stress. I saw 

men around me start to go crazy and get so angry.

I knew I had to advocate for myself and focus on all 

the good work I’d done. I’d been hearing about the 

Prison Society for a long time, and I saw how folks 

benefitted from the visiting and the mentor program. 

I pushed and pushed, and I was accepted to the 

[Prison Society] mentor program.

You don’t get help like that—passionate help—when 

you’re in prison. The Prison Society helped me stay 

focused and positive about my future.

When I was released in 2021, my only question was 

how can I stay involved? How can I keep doing 

this positive work to benefit others? After finishing 

the mentor program, I decided to become a Prison 

Society mentor. I wake up every day thinking, “How 

can I help somebody because of my experience?”  

I’m extremely proud to be a part of an organization 

that sees everyone as a human being deserving of 

dignity and respect.

Ken Malik
K

en

Malik

“G R EG  H E L P E D  B R I N G 
M Y  S O N  H O M E .  H E 
ST U C K  W I T H  I T.  I  N E V E R 
K N E W  S O M E B O DY  S O 
K I N D  A N D  CA R I N G 
L I K E  H I M  B E FO R E .  H E 
H E L P E D  U S  A  LOT.”
— LY D I A ,  K E N ’ S  M O M
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A CLOSER LOOK AT THE WORK YOU MAKE POSSIBLE. 

Behind the Scenes 

Stories of understaffed, overcrowded, unsafe prisons still dominate the headlines in the wake of the pandemic. 

The Prison Monitoring team dispatches our statewide network of 
volunteers to visit people in prison experiencing problems.

This year, we hired our first regional manager. With Anais on the 
ground in Pittsburgh, we’ve doubled the number of people seen in 
western Pennsylvania prisons in the first 10 months.

We make regular visits to Harrisburg to talk with elected leaders 
and policy makers to shed light on what’s happening in the 
Pennsylvania prisons they’re responsible for. This past year, we met 
with more than 36 elected officials across the Commonwealth. 

Through your generosity, we 

can provide critical context 

and trusted analysis you can’t 

find anywhere else. 

A DVO CAT I N G  FO R  M O R E  H U M A N E 
P R I S O N S

“Our education and advocacy goal is simple, it’s shining 

a light to spark empathy, and to allow for informed 

decision making about the most invisible Pennsylvanians, 

people living behind bars.” 
–  A N TO N  A N D R E W,  E D U CAT I O N  &  A DVO CACY  F E L LOW

M A K I N G  T H E  N E WS

SCAN HERE TO EXPLORE  
OUR WORK AND SIGN UP  
FOR WEEKLY UPDATES:

H E L P I N G  P EO P L E  O N  A  DA I LY  B AS I S

On any given day, we receive dozens 
of phone calls and letters. With your 
support, we’ve increased our helpline 
staff and reduced response time from 
several weeks to several days.

Anais with community organizers in Eerie.

September  30,  2022

Each week, the Prison Society staff 

(pictured above) puts our unique access 

to good use providing original reporting 

on what’s happening behind bars in 

Pennsylvania in our weekly Supporter 

Updates.

https://www.prisonsociety.org/news-and-resources#
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Heather Lavelle*
Incarcerated Person of the 
Year, SCI Muncy

Tutor, legal aid, certified peer 
support specialist—these are just 
some of the many roles Heather 
Lavelle has taken on since coming 
to SCI Muncy with a life sentence 
in 2006 while assisting in her 
fellow residents and commitment 
to sentencing reform.

James Archer
Correctional Employee of the 
Year, SCI Chester

As a reentry parole agent at SCI 
Chester, James Archer connects 
incarcerated people with the 
support they need to transition to 
life back home.

Phyllis Taylor
Volunteer of the Year, SCI 
Phoenix

Phyllis Taylor has long served 
as a persistent advocate 
for incarcerated people in 
Pennsylvania. She refuses to give 
up in the face of adversity. 

Annual Award Winners 
Meet our annual award winners. This year’s award winners exemplify the best of our 

community and are living proof to the impact of our mission.

“My work is always 

grounded in the knowledge 

of what I’ve done and hope 

that I can always do better. 

Not in spite of but because 

of the depths to which I 

sank.”

“A lot of people say that 

I go above and beyond, 

but honestly it’s just doing 

what’s necessary, and 

what’s required…”

“I know of no other 

group (Prison Society) 

that provides the kind of 

consistent outreach to 

those who really often feel 

abandoned.”

HEAR FROM OUR AWARD WINNERS!  
SCAN HERE: 

*Unfortunately, we’re unable to 
show Heather’s face due to a 
dehumanizing Pennsylvania rule  
that we are fighting to change.

Your Support Makes  
Our Work Possible

F E A T U R E D  S U P P O R T E R S

Through the generous support of the Howard Heinz Endowment, Mary Hillman Jennings Foundation, and 
the Pittsburgh Foundation, we have seen tremendous engagement in the West. Thanks to the work of our new 
Western Pennsylvania Prison Monitoring Manager Anais Hussain, we have gone from five to 15 volunteer prison 
monitors in the Pittsburgh region; and we have increased the number of people we assist in Western Pennsylvania 
overall from 178 in 2021 to 266 in the first 10 months of 2022. The increased presence and impact of the Prison 
Society in the Southwest region is most profoundly felt in the Allegheny County Jail (ACJ), where prison monitors 
can be found one to two times a week.

13th Street Cocktail Catering 
and South Philly Barbacoa

The Prison Society was honored to partner with 13th Street Cocktail 
Catering and South Philly Barbacoa for our Spring Social, graciously 
hosted by David and Rebecca Thornburgh. Cocktail master Aaron Gordon 
of 13th Street Cocktails was the conduit for this unique partnership, which 
brought together the Prison Society and The People’s Kitchen, a nonprofit 
run by South Philly Barbacoa restaurateurs Benjamin Miller and Cristina 
Martinez, who deliciously catered the evening. It was a beautiful night to 
gather with some of our most dedicated supporters and friends, and we 
were pleased to see one another safely in person.

P A R T N E R S

Southwestern Pennsylvania and the Prison Society

We offer tremendous thanks 
to all the funders that helped 
further our critical work:

Arnold Ventures

America’s Charities

American Endowment Foundation

Charities Aid Foundation America 
(CAF America)

Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation

The Alfred and Mary Douty 
Foundation

Henrietta Tower-Wurts Memorial 
Foundation

Howard Family Foundation

Heinz Endowments

Independence Foundation

Independence Media Foundation

Mary Hillman Jennings Foundation

MKM Foundation

Network for Good

Penn Medicine

Pittsburgh Foundation

Pennsylvania State Senate

REFORM Alliance

The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust

United Way

van Ameringen Foundation

Vera Institute

https://www.prisonsociety.org/annual-awards
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TOTAL REVENUE  $1,380,000

Financial Report

R E V E N U E E X P E N D I T U R E S

Thanks to the generosity of so many, 2022 was our most impactful year yet. We 

raised more money, reached more people, and changed more lives than ever before.

● GRANTS 75%

● INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS 15%

● PROGRAM REVENUE 9%

● ENDOWMENT DISTRIBUTION 1%

● OTHER 0%

“As the new Development Director, it has been an honor to begin building relationships with 

our many supporters, and I look forward to making more connections in the coming year. We 

are deeply grateful to the philanthropic individuals, corporations, foundations, and the State of 

Pennsylvania for investing in our work to ensure that incarcerated people across the state are 

treated with dignity and care. I’m struck by the kindness and generosity of this community, and 

by their strong commitment to doing more and doing better.”

—  E M I LY  C H E R A M I E  WA L Z ,  D E V E LO P M E N T  D I R ECTO R

● PROGRAM 77%

● ADMINISTRATION  16%

● FUNDRAISING 7%
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F Y 2 2  S U P P O R T E R S

We’re constantly inspired by our community of passionate supporters. They’re the 

reason we can make a difference. In 2022, YOU grew stronger than ever. 

Thank You!

“I would like to share my thoughts on my long time support in 
donating to the Pennsylvania Prison Society. Since its founding 
back in 1787, the Pennsylvania Prison Society has been serving 
incarcerated persons and their families with dignity, concern, and 
support. I was attracted to the mission of the Prison Society because 
it is a true “dirty jobs” charity and non-profit organization that treat 
all persons, irrespective of the crimes that they have committed and 
the harm that their actions have caused, as fellow human beings 
with respect while serving their sentences behind bars and providing 
an important bridge to reentry back into public life. The Society 
recognizes that the vast majority of incarcerated individuals serve 

their time and then go back into public life with their families and their neighborhoods. The Society 
provides prisoners and their families with educational resources and tools and acts as a core message 
board on prison reform and criminal justice issues and legislation. The Society has been a terrific 
advocate for prison reform. This monitoring and reporting on the care of incarcerated individuals, has 
been a vital service during the COVID pandemic and beyond. The Society’s reports and articles on prison 
conditions, criminal justice regulations, and legislation are important sources of facts and information. I 
applaud the ongoing work and advocacy of the Society’s Prison Monitor volunteers, who meet directly 
with incarcerated individuals in all 85 of the State’s prisons and County jails, gather information on prison 
conditions, and tirelessly advocate for the fair treatment of all persons behind bars. 

I value the contributions made by the Pennsylvania Prison Society and wish it continued success in 
carrying out its mission and advocacy.”

Yazid Nathiel Abdullah

David Akers

Michelle Akritas

Etta Albright

Anton Andrew

Alan Appel

Gert Aron

Jay Aronson

Theodore Aronson

Rackell Arum

Barbara Auerbach

Irene Baird

Dennis Barnebey

Senator Camera Bartolotta

Erica Bates

Peter Baumann

Gean Bechthold

Joan Behr

Eliana Beigel

Laura Birdsall

Bernard Birnbaum

Carolyn Blacker

Michael Blume

Alfred Blumstein

Marilyn Bobrin

Jeff Bohn

Duane Botterbusch

Dan Bradley

Bradley Bridge

Alison Bristol

Jessica Brown

Gloria Brown

Michael Brown

Adele Bruch-Appel

Logan Buchanan

Michael Buckley

Jennifer Bulcock

Janet Burd

Timothy Byrne

Jane Cadwallader

Lauren Callahan

Unpin Campbell

Benjamin Campbell

Peter Cardinal

Lisa Carter

Annalisa Castaldo

Nancy Cavanaugh

James Cavenaugh

David Caves

Emily Cheramie Walz

Faye Chevalier

Stefanie Christmas

Kristina Church

Cheryl Clearwater

Edward Cohle

Carolyn Coldren

Benn Colker

Comcast 

William Coneghen

Michael Cooke

Martha Copithorne

Douglas and Laurel Costa

Christopher Covington

Joseph Croskey

Mark Croxford

Robert Csandl

Francis Cullen

Sandra Custis

Marion Damick

David Davis

Harry Davis

Michele Deitch

Julia DellaPorta

Honorable William DeWeese

Sharon Dietrich

Elizabeth DIffley

Gregory and Kathryn Dober

Michael Dombkoski

Faith Donaher

Phyllis Donahue

Kathleen Donohue

Daniel Doyle

Robert Dreyfus

Paul Droesch

Melissa Dubaquie-Sanchez

Robert DuPont

John Early

Medora Ebersole

Sara Jane Elk

Rachel Epstein

Janice Etchison

Jason Evans

Quinn Everts

Susan Fagnani

Stephen Fetter

Nan Feyler

Johannah Fine

Lois Fischbeck

Sandra Folzer

Michael Fox

Hassan Freeman

Fresh Pond Trust 

Isla Fruchter

James Funk

Michael Gaffney

Elizabeth Gallagher

Nicole Gallagher

John Gallery

Gisela Garcia

Maureen Garrity

Mary Gergen

Saara Ghani

Dmitra Gideon

Rosemary Gido, Ph.D.

Samuel Gill

Anya Gilroy

Thomas Ginsberg

Ted Glackman

Debra Glazier

Megan Golden

Joan & William Goldstein

Janet Goldwater

Katherine Gomez

Justin Goodyear

Elena Grab

Phyllis Grady

Bernard Granor

Marshal and Tamar Granor

Grayfred Gray

Ron Greenblatt

Ellen Greenlee

William Griffin

Robert Gutowski

Virginia Hammond

Duncan Hardiman

John Hargreaves

Amy Hawk

Christine Heimer

Harriet Hendel

Ronald Hershey

Wesley Hiers

Evan Higgins

Miriam Hill

Rebecca Hillyer

Geoff Hilsabeck

Justine Hoffman

Larry Holman

Everlena Holmes

Karl Honsaker

Sylvia Horst

Ronald Hostetter

Hanna Howe

Thomas Innes

Saadia Irshad

William Jackson

Eric Janec

Dena Jangdhari

Ess Jaraha

Robert L. Jennings

Quindese Johnson

Ruth Johnston

Jessica Jones

Justice & Mercy 

Paul Kahan

Nihad Kaiseruddin

Kaplin, Steward, Meloff, 
Reiter & Stein 

Nia Kaudo

Jordan Kauffman

Harriet Kaylor

H. Mark Keintz

Martha Keith

Kerby Keller

Kenneth Kerle

John Killeen

James Kimmel

Mark Kissling

Deborah Klehr

John Knapich

Susan Knox

Donors
DONORS LISTED HAVE GIVEN $50 OR MORE.

Michael P. Buckley
TWO-DECADE DONOR TO THE PENNSYLVANIA PRISON SOCIETY

D O N O R  F E A T U R E
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Vicki Kramer

Ann and Ted Kurland

Donna Lane

Judith Lavia Jones

Violet Lawson

Seth Leighton

Alison Lewis

William Lockard

Eric Long

The Longacre Family 

Heather Lord

Addy Lord

Geraldine lowe

L Leonard Lundy

Margaret Lutze

Jennifer Lyons

Janet M Landis

Athan Makansi

Jack Malinowski

Sheila Mallory

Stacey Mandel

Melissa Marsili

Linda Martin

Ben Mattison

John Maule

Sheila Mayne

Gloria Mazzocco

Liam McAlpine

Michael McCaney

Robbin McCarthy

Kathy McCauley

Mary Jane McKenna

Mary McNichol

Scott McWilliams

Robin Mejia

Mark & Jane Mendlow

Merion Friends Meeting 

Alida Merlo Ashley

Gail Mershon

Mary Merz

Stephen Metraux

Matthew Mitchell

Maxine Mollick

Angela Monaco

Jon & Jessica Moore 

Mother’s Touch Home Care 

Edward Moss

Andrew Mow

David Moyer

Stephanie Muczyk

Alexandra Murphy

Laurence Mutti

Jack Nagel

Julia Nase

Malik Neal

David Nepley

James Nevels

Frada Newman

Michelle Nguyen

Kathleen Noonan

Lona Norris

Virginia Adams O’Connell

Jessica Osler

Michelle Ott

Kimberly Oxholm

Harry Oxman

Kerri Park

Carol Parsons

Kim Paymaster

Jerome Paytas

Bruce Pearson

Sean Pendrak

Lauren Perry

Joseph Perry

Pennsylvania Prison Society 
/ Adams County Chapter 

Walter Peterson

Carol Petraitis

Peggy Petrillo

Francesca Pfister

Rourke Phalon

Simeon Poles

Joan Porter

Ingrid Prater

Lisa Prebish

Barbara Pressman

Matthew Ray

Joan Reese

Jonathan Reimer

Robert Reisley

Matthew Ricci

Thomas Richards

Carol Richardson

David Richman

Chris Richter

Leonard Rieser

Martina Risech

Linda Riter

Theodore Robb

Caroline Roberto

Susan Roncoroni

John Rose

Debbie Rosen

Lawrence Rosenberg

Bob and Barbara Roswell 

Carolyn Rudnitsky

Anne Rummell

Gloria Ruszkiewicz Brown

Lynn Salmon

Marlene Santoyo

Teresa Sarmina

Meredith Schamun

Nicholas Scharff, M.D.

Judith Scheffler

SCI Forest Inmate 
Organization 

Marilyn Schneider

Justin Schreiber

Nate Schultz

Hannah Schwarzman

Laurie Shannon-Bailey

Claire Shubik-Richards

Jane Siegel

Barry Silver

James O. Smith

Christina Smith

Sarah Snider

Diane Solice

Mary Sollenberger

Leonard Sosnov

Eli Spindler

St. Peters Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

Stephen Stept

William Stewart

Timothy Storbeck

Cheryl Stormes

Stephen Strahs

Margaret Strickler

Charles Strickler, Jr.

Andrea Striepen

Catherine Struve

Elizabeth & James Styer

Phyllis Subin

Carol Sullivan

Mary Sullivan

Summit Presbyterian 
Church 

Paul Swanger

John Swirsding

John Swisher

Brian Taussig-Lux

Cresta Taylor

Paul Thanos

Linda Thomas

Charles Thomas

Betty Jean Thompson

David Thornburgh

Charles Timbers

John Tischler

Evan Urbania

Michael Utkus

Patricia Ventura

Victoria Vesey

B. August Walker

William Wasserman

Miriam Wattles

Will Weihe

Evan Gentry & Susan 
Wenger

Lisa West

Kathryn Whiteley

Lois Whitman

Nina Wiener

Aisha Wilcox

Seth Williams

Linda Williams

Troy Wilson

William Wilson

Sarah Winch

Benjamin Winkler

Catherine Wise

Joanne Wise

James Wise

Stephen Wiser

Su Ming Yeh

David Young

Elizabeth Yount

Lindsay Yurcaba

Eliza Zimmerer

Derek Zimmerman

Judi and George Zucker

VOLUNTEERS

We stand on the shoulders 
of a passionate group 
of volunteers who make 
our work across the state 
possible.

Yazid Nathiel Abdullah

Susan Abulhawa

Natalie Agoos

Amanda Ahlersmeyer

David Akers

Ricardo Alvarez

Christina Anzaldo

William Babcock

George Bagwell

YahNe Baker

Flavia Barger

Janis Barksdale

Kate (Marian) Bayer

Troy & Debbie Beam

Connor Bell

Kevin Bendesky

David Bernstein

Joseph Betz

Jean Bickmire

Laura Birdsall

Jennifer Black

Robert Blair

Stephen Bloom

David Bloom

Bean Blumenstock

Rachel Bomysoad

Marquia Boulware

Eugene Breisch

Michael Brown

Destiny Brown

Erica Brown

Esteem Brumfield

Cornell Brunson

Danyel Brusius

Martin and Judy Buchman

Leonard Burnett

Emiliano Cambra-Morales

Allen Carr

Paulette Carrington

Annette Carter

David Caves

Maddie Cerulli

Robert Cicchinelli

Harrod Clay

Harrod Emmanuel Clay, Jr.

Kim Clayborn

Keith Collins

Lori Collins

Martha Conley

Emily Cooley

Martha Copithorne

Alexis Crawford

Desiree Cunningham

Marion Damick

Kurt Danysh

Lavinia Davis

Clarence Davis

Amanda Day

Dion Deans

Denise DeGeorge

Gerald Delbridge

Chloe DePaola

Mary DeWitt

Richard Dietrich

Starla Dietrich

Esther Dieudonne

Gregory Dober

Margaret Dobrinska

Kevin Dolphin

Devonte Douglass

Mary Eberly

Medora Ebersole

Teniola Egbe

Brenda Emerick

Angeline Etienne

Nancy Everett

Gordon Everett

Madison Eyer

Daniel Falco

John Fantuzzo

Sylvia Feldman

Michael Fenwick

Johanna Fernandez

Theodore Fitzgerald

Alfred Flowers

James Foran

Harold Fox

Mark Frailey

Tyler Frye

Stephen Fuegi

Ernest Fuller

Evan Urbana and Matthew Ray are 
the founders of Philadelphia’s fastest 
growing digital media company 
Chatterblast Media (CBM). The 

Prison Society has been a pro bono client of CBM since 2019. With the 
support of their team of experts managing our social media, we’ve built a 
strong digital voice, grown following across all our socials, and increased 
support from individual donors who make our work possible.

Pro Bono & In-Kind Services

S P E C I A L  
T H A N K S 

 A L S O  T O :

P R O  B O N O  F E A T U R E

INTERNS

Each semester, we are overwhelmed by the ability and dedication 
of our interns. Interested in learning more about the program? 
Scan the QR code. ➞

Kay Baker

Anna Birman

Leah Brown

Madeline Cerulli

Jillian Deiley

Ava Dove

Alizee Duloisy

Marissa Ephron

Lauren Gimbor

Naynthra Guru

Liana Haigh

Lily Hopwood

Harry Hou

Grace Noel Jimison

Lauran Laino

Evonna Moody

Ashley Rosado

Sarina Sandwell

Josie Simora

Cassidy Tilley

Taalen Traub

https://www.prisonsociety.org/careers
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Cheryl Fulwiley

Richard Gabel

Richard Garland

Amanda Gavin

David Gentile

Mary Gergen

Elizabeth Geyer

Tameka Gibson-Williams

Dmitra Gideon

Malik Gilmore

Matt Gingerich

Ann Glaser

Virginia Good

Edmundo Grab

Elena Grab

Peter Graustein

Donald Groff

Jeffrey Gross

John Grove

Marques Grundy

Pablo Gutierrez

Debra Hager

Patricia Haight

William Haken, Sr.

Lauren Halligan-Philipp

Beth Hamdan

Marie Hamilton

Radee Hammett

Virginia Hammond

Andrea Harman

Carrie Harrington

Bobby Harris

Gladys Hart

Basym Hasan

Kathryn Heinzel

Daniel Heisey

Jack Heyman

Joseph Hicks

Jennifer Hill

Miriam Hill

Adolph Hoehling

Jack Hoffer

Dianna Hollis

Lily Hopwood

Sylvia Horst

Ruth Hoskins

Charles Howland

Eric Huechteman

Lisa Huechteman

Janet Irons

Angela Jimenez

Alan Johnson

Sandra Johnson

Jacqui Johnson

Timothy Johnson

Kylee Johnson

Dorothy Johnson-Speight

Ana Jones

Jessica Jones

Reuben Jones

Ana Maria Jones

Taelor Jones

Kathleen Judge

Jordan Kauffman

Harriet Kaylor

Joan Kegel

Linda Kegerreis

Thomas Keller

Dana Kelley

Edward Kelly

John Kenstowicz

John Killeen

Ashley King

Knesset Klein

John Knapich

Susan Knox

Eva Korolishin

Clarence E. Kreider

Nathan Kruis

Darlene Kvaternik

Leslie Laing

William Lamberson

Janet Landon

Donna Lane

John Langel, SR.

Julia LaPera

Richard Latker

Lillie Lavender

Ann Lebo

Jonathan LeBron

Silas Lee

John Leete

Charles Leiden

Jacklyn Leitzel

Othal Lester

Alan Lewandowski

Carolyn Lidston

Jodi Lincoln

Timothy Liveright

William Lockard

Arki Logan Narvaez

Kimberly Lolk

Christian Lolk

Dana Lomax-Williams

Patricia Lorenz

Angus Love

Geraldine lowe

Kathleen Lucas

Rob Lunny

Bonnie Lyn Heist

Doris MacKenzie

Shelley Malarkey

GiGi Malinchak

Asaad Manzar

Joseph Manzi

Harriet Marritz

Michael Marsilio

Constance Martin

Vernon Martin

Linda Martin

Roger Mast

Gina Mattaliano

Christina Matthias

John Maule

James McCain

Carole McCallum

Damon McCool

Megan McDaniel

Andrew McKinnon

Morgan McMullen

Lisa Meade

Irene Mehnert

Ellen Melchiondo

David Miller

Cynthia Miller

Leeann Mills

Vickie Mills

Rebecca Mitchell

Brittany Montoro

Pamela Moore

Jennifer Morris

Russell Moss

Amanda Mouser

Andrew Mow

David Moyer

Jennifer Murphy

Dennis Murphy

Jack Murphy

Laurence Mutti

Nadia Narnor

Malik Neal

Brianna Nelson

Lawrence Newberry

Yvonne Newkirk

Lona Norris

Mark O’Connell

Holly O’Connor- Hricko

Saturnina Olmedo

Carroll Osgood

Timothy Overton

Gloria Parker

Matthew Parris

Elizabeth Parsons

Abdullah Pasha

Ted Passon

Christine Paul

Laura Perkins

JoAnne Perri

Shirley Pfadt

Joseph Piette

Margaret Platt

Joan Porter

McKenna Quinn

Donald Rathmann

John Rauch

Autumn Redcross

Jonina Respes

Robert Rhoades

Kathleen Rhodes

Nikolas Roberts

Kerin Rosen

Mel Rosenthal

April Roundtree

John Rush

Donna Sandfort

Stephen Sands

Sarina Sandwell

Carolyn “Cindy” Sanford

Keith Sanford

Adam Sanson

Luiza Sarbu

Marianne Sawicki

Phoebe Schellenberg

Alexandria Schuster

Elaine Selan

Laura Shaffer

Glenn Shaffer

Joyce M Shutt

Peggy Sims

Jon Singer

Sarah Sinnott

Katherine Skebeck

Kalene Skye

Christine Small

Orlando Smith

Judy Smith Young

Judith Smitley

Nancy Spooner

Ashley Stauber

Darlene Stewart

William Stewart

Richard Stokes

Charles Strickler, Jr.

Andrea Striepen

Patricia Stringer

Matthew Stroud

Keith Sultzbaugh

Spencer Sutter

Paul Swanger

Richard Swiat

John Swirsding

Judith Swisher

Phyllis Taylor

Patricia Thomas

Jayne Thompson

Scott Thornsley

Henry Thurston-Griswold

Nia Todd

Claudia Tramer

Lydia Trapp

Samantha Urbanick

Orlando Vadel

Michael Vail

Denise VanBriggle

Patricia Vento

Neil Ward

Barry Weaver

Weslenette Webb

Latisha Webb

Maria Weick

Michael West

Kathryn Whiteley

John Will

Martha Williams

Sarah Winch

Elizabeth Wingfield

Tabitha Winklebleck

Petra Wirth

Catherine Wise

James Wise

Stephen Wiser

Andrea Witmer

Jeremiah Witmer

Howard Woodring

Darla Yeager

Kathy Yeatter

Philip Yevics

Anna Young

David Young

Adrienne Young

Heidi Zapotocky

Thomas Zeager

Helen Zeager

Harold Zeager

Roger Zepernick

S. Milton Zimmerman

Derek Zimmerman

Chris Zweifel

COMMUNITY ADVISORY 
COUNCIL 

Our Community Advisory 
Council of formerly 
incarcerated people and 
family members plays an 
invaluable role in helping us 
continuously improve our 
services and outreach.

Jose Luis Alamo

Felicia Dusha

James Farrell

Richard Garland

Virginia Hammond

Shariff Ingram

Terri Minor Spencer

Lisa Kessler-Peters

Adrian Perry

Pamella Superville

Thomas Roach

Radee Hammett

Erik VanZant

JoAnn Wyjadka

Rebecca Hillyer
PRESIDENT

Partner, Morgan Lewis

David Davis
VICE PRESIDENT

Managing Director, 
Consulting Lead for 

Pennsylvania and Talent 
& Organization Lead for 
North America’s Public 

Sector, Accenture

Chris Covington, CFA
TREASURER

Head of Investments, 
Founder and Partner at 

AJOVista

Steve Chanenson
SECRETARY

Professor, Villanova Law 
School

Seth Williams
Senior Managing 
Consultant, Public 

Financial Management

Simone Quinerly
CEO of Quinerly Financial 

Group LLC

Su Ming Yeh
Executive Director, 

Pennsylvania Institutional 
Law Project

Sen. Camera 
Bartolotta

State Senator, 46th 
Senatorial District 

(Beaver, Green, and 
Washington counties)

Ashley Biden
Consultant, Alliance for 

Safety and Justice 

Bradley S. Bridge
Department Head, 

Juvenile Life Without 
Parole, Defender 

Association of 
Philadelphia

Stefanie Christmas
Director, Vynamic

Judge Renée Cardwell 
Hughes

Qualified Financial Expert

Rep. Emily Kinkead
State Representative, 

20th Legislative District 
(Allegheny County)

Rep. Joanna 
McClinton

State Representative, 
191st Legislative District 

(Philadelphia and 
Delaware counties)

James Nevels
Founder, Chairman & CEO 
of the Swarthmore Group

Simeon Poles
Judicial Law Clerk, U.S. 

Court of Appeals

Matthew Ray
Co-founder & Creative 
Director, ChatterBlast 

Media

David Thornburgh
Chair, Ballot PA (project 

of the Committee of 
Seventy)

FY23 Board of Directors
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S AV E  T H E  DAT E !

June 2023 Block Party
T R I B E C A ,  N Y

This New York-based Block Party silent 
auction will give guests the chance to 
bid on a selection of pieces by some of 
the biggest names in art. More details 
will be announced in the new year.

S AV E  T H E  DAT E !

Spring 2023 Pittsburgh 
Spring Social
P I T T S B U R G H ,  PA

Details for this Western Pennsylvania 
gathering of friends, new and old, will 
be announced soon!
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Staff

CONSULTANT SUPPORT:  

Jena Croxford, Sidney Evans, Aidan King, Joel Wolfram

Every action 
counts and 
we’re counting 
on you.
T O G E T H E R  W E  C A N  D O  S O  M U C H  M O R E .

D O N A T E  and take a stand for human 
rights and just criminal laws. Your contribution 
helps us tell the truth boldly, hold power to 
account, and care for our fellow citizens. 

V O L U N T E E R  and join our work 
inside and outside of prisons. We offer a range 
of opportunities to fit your interests and avail-
ability.

P A R T N E R  with us. Join our team of 
corporate partners to make an impact that is 
mutually beneficial to your company and the 
Prison Society. 

L I K E  us on Facebook and follow us on 
Twitter and Instagram @prisonsociety to stay 
up to date with our latest news, photos, and 
videos.

S U B S C R I B E to our weekly Support-
er Updates with timely original reporting on the 
week’s hottest issues.

F O R  M O R E  W A Y S  T O  G E T  I N V O L V E D ,  E M A I L  U S  A T  C O N N E C T @ P R I S O N S O C I E T Y. O R G  
O R  C A L L  U S  A T  2 1 5 - 5 6 4 - 4 7 7 5 .

W H AT’ S 
A H E A D

Claire Shubik-Richards 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Anton Andrew 

EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY FELLOW

Noah Barth 

PRISON MONITORING DIRECTOR

Kirstin Cornnell 
FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

DIRECTOR

Emily Cheramie-Walz 

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

John Hargreaves 

VOLUNTEER DIRECTOR

Matthew Githens 

F INANCE AND OPERATIONS 

MANAGER

Anaïs Hussian 

PRISON MONITORING MANAGER 

(WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA)

Andy Peifer 

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SUPPORTS 

MANAGER

Joseph Robinson 

MENTORING ASSOCIATE

Kailyn Schneider 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND FAMILY 

SUPPORT ASSOCIATE

Lisa Garcia 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND FAMILY 

SUPPORT ASSOCIATE



@PrisonSociety /PrisonSociety


