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West Lafayette Named Tree City 
     For the twenty-fourth year, West Lafayette has been 
awarded the prestigious designation of "TREE CITY" by the 
National Arbor Day Foundation. 
     According to the National Arbor Day Foundation website, 
"The Tree City USA program is a national program that 
provides the framework for community forestry management 
for cities and towns across America. 
     Communities achieve Tree City USA status by meeting four 
core standards of sound urban forestry management: 
maintaining a tree board or department, having a community 
tree ordinance, spending at least $2 per capita on urban 
forestry, and celebrating Arbor Day. 
     Participating communities have demonstrated a 
commitment to caring for and managing their public trees. 
Together the more than 3,400 Tree City USA communities 
serve as home to more than 135 million Americans." 
     There are 64 communities in Indiana that receive this 
designation, and only seven other communities have more 
years as TREE CITY than West Lafayette. 
     WL Tree Friends celebrate Arbor Day with an annual tree 
planting also involving area students and citizens. With the 
help of Mayor John Dennis and others, we have planted Arbor 
Day trees at Cumberland School, West Lafayette Junior/Senior 
High School, and the West Lafayette Public Library. 
       
If you would like to receive the "Building Greener 
Communities" e-Newsletter, go to 
www.arborday.org/programs/treeCityUSA/newsletter.cfm. 
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Recent Autumn 
Activities   

  
Tree Friends volunteer 
group completed 4 of 6 
pruning outings. 1,541 
street trees were pruned 
during 2014 
  
Tree Friends wrapped 
dozens of young trees with 
sweaters. Read all about it 
in the Purdue Exponent.  
  
Autumn Donation Drive. To 
donate contact: 
 laydenlm@frontier.com  

Quick Links 
Fun tree things for kids 
Tree Jokes 
KidZone Science-Trees 
 
To learn more go to the 
Tree Friends website  

  
Tree Facts 
 
Urban Street Tree 
Benefits 
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Meet A West Lafayette Tree Friend 

Lynn Layden  
  
     My interest in trees actually goes 
back to my roots in Minneapolis 
where tree planting is important as it 
is here. To celebrate the bicentennial 
in 1976, I organized a street tree 
project on Ashland Avenue here in 
West Lafayette. Unfortunately 
lindens were not such a good choice, 
attracting Japanese Beetles and 
aphids. Much has been learned since 
then about tree choice and location! 
     In 1983, I started my association 
with Helen Lillich, a champion of 
trees in W.L., when my Girl Scout 

troop needed a community project. We adopted and watered 
trees along Sagamore Parkway during that record drought. My 
work with Helen continued and after her death in 2010 I was 
asked to take on WLTF continuing her mission of planting, 
pruning, and protecting the trees which add to the beauty and 
health of our community. 
     Since then working with other 
volunteer members who represent 
diverse experiences and professions 
has been rich and rewarding. Together 
we have fun while planning, planting, 
and caring for our city trees. Bev 
Shaw's energy and enthusiasm is 
invaluable to the success of our work 
as is the support of the City of West 

Lafayette. 
     The West 
Lafayette Tree 
Friends meet 
monthly and encourage your participation 
or inquiries about your tree projects. For 
more information about our projects, 
volunteering, or donating options, feel 
free to contact me at 
laydenlm@frontier.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Learn 
about the 
emerald 

ash borer 

 
 

 

"Like" us on 
Facebook! 
 

Quote-Requoted  
  
"Every time I hear about a 
government program that 
is going to spend billions of 
dollars on some carbon 
capture and storage 
program, I just laugh and 
think, what is wrong with a 
tree?" 
-Niger Sizer, Director of 
Forest Programs at the 
World Resources Institute 
 Approved 

Street Trees 
Not all trees are a good fit 
to be "street trees". A list of 
approved trees as well as 
landscape trees for yards 
can be found on the city 
website by clicking here. 
Here are some examples of 
approved trees. 
Hackberry 

 
Celtis occidentalis 

Height: 40 to 60 feet 

Spread: 40 to 60 feet 

Bloom Time: April to May 

Bloom Description: Green 

Flower: Insignificant 

Attracts: Birds, Butterflies 

Fruit: Edible 

More information 
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Autumn Donation Drive 

WHY ARE DONATIONS NEEDED? Donations to the West 
Lafayette Tree Friends go to work buying and planting street 
trees in West Lafayette. These trees make our city more 
attractive, raise property values, cool the air, save energy, 
absorb carbon dioxide from the air, and give off oxygen (one 
tree gives off enough oxygen each day for four people). 
WHERE DOES THE MONEY COME FROM? While the bulk of 
the money comes from donations of community members and 
businesses, WLTF also benefits from Community Development 
Block Grants, grants from the Department of Natural 
Resources, and the City of West Lafayette Development, Parks 
and Street Departments., Parks acts as our financial agent 
and loans us the much-needed services of Dan Dunten and 
Bob Cheever. The Street Department takes down many of the 
dead or dying trees and contracts out the larger ones. The 
Development Department provides funds for pruning 
equipment, safety vests, a water pump, etc., and provides 
staff to the Tree Friends. 
HOW IS THE MONEY SPENT? The largest portion of your 
money goes to buying trees. At present, 145 ash trees were 
removed because of emerald ash borer, and the 743 ash trees 
still standing will have to be replaced. In addition, new trees 
are being planted in neighborhoods around town. In total, 
1007 trees were planted in 2014, at a cost of about $200-250 
for each tree. 
DONORS TO THE WEST LAFAYETTE TREE FRIENDS 
(through 2014) - Thank you to: 
A+ Storage, Carol/Vic Abell, Betty Amy, Margie/Arthur 
Aronson, Bruce Ashman, Marilyn Barnard, Patricia Barrett, 
Bob/Mary Alice Bauman, Marion/Maralee Baumgardner, 
Barbara Becker, Walter/Kay Beineke, Paul/Reed Benhamou, 
Rich/Cindy Bedell Blanton, Donald Bloodgood, Ruth Borden, 
Richard Bossung, James/Sandra Bodenmiller, Mary Bower, 
Felice Bray. Dr/Mrs Bill Bremer, Mr/Mrs Richard Brenan, 
Randal/Laura Buller, Keith/Dorothy Bundy, Vicki Burch, 
James/Margaret Burkart, Donna Callahan, Butler, Fairman & 
Seufert, Stephen/Sarah Byrn, Cathy Cambell, Any Carney, 
Diane Carson, Esther Chosnek, Victor/Jean Cicirelli, Diane 
Cipra, Jan Clikeman, Linda Cohen, Kenneth Coleman, Mary 
Ann Combs, Commerical Brokers (Barry Rubin), Kay Conner, 
Jean Cooper, Louis/Lillian Cote, Douglas/Cheryl Crabill, 
Crestview Apartments (The Shens), Dwayne/Marcia Daehler, 
Sandra Daniel, Robert/Anna Dale, Robert/Janet DeMoss, 
Louis/Tatiana De Branges De Bourci, Mr/Mrs John Dennis, 
Barbara DeVito, Sidney/Harriet Diamond, Frank Dooley, 
Vincent/Roxanne Drnevich, Georgia Dunn, Dan/Sally Dunten, 
James/Linda Eales, Sue Eichhorn, Joe/Gretchen Ely, Dr/Mrs 
Homer Erickson, William/ Joanne Evers, Virginia Ferris, 

White oak 

 
Quercus alba 

Height: 50 to 80 feet 

Spread: 50 to 80 feet 

Bloom Time: May 

Bloom Description:  
    Yellowish-green 

Flower: Insignificant 

Fruit: Showy 

More information 
 

 
 

The best time to 
plant a tree is 
twenty years ago. 
The second best 
time is now. - - 
Chinese proverb 
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Don/Karen Franzmeier, Phyllis Fruitt, Phyllis Gambil, Garden 
Art Landscaping, Bob Geiger, Mr/ Mrs Michael Gery, John/Yixia 
Gotwals, Hilary/Rosemarie Goonewardene, Leslie Gray, 
Jennifer Gray, Ralph Green, Steve/ Helen Green, John/ 
Jocelyn Grutzner, Donald Gustafson, Linda Gutwein, Barbara 
Hansen, Lowell Hardin, Samuel/Muriel Harris, Mark/Susan 
Hermodson, Geri Horwich, Yuichi/Asako Ikubo, Olga Jeffares, 
Kwang-Chi Jen, Christian/Joanne Johannsen, Pam Judd, 
James/Patricia Kantner, Phillip/Susan Keller, Jack Kelley, 
Sarah Kelly, Ronald Kidd, Sidney Kilsheimer, Kaye Kleine-
Ahlbrandt, Gunter/Ellen Kohlhaw, Mr/Mrs Joseph Krause, 
Philip Krause, Michael/ Christine Ladisch, Kathy Lafuse, 
Robert/Brenda Larew, Jean Laskowski, Sarah Lavignette, 
Max/Lynn Layden, John Lillich, Laslo/Marta Istok Lempert, 
Talin Lindsay, Joan Low, Jo Anne MacDonald. Dale/Sonya 
Margerum, James/Anne Martin, Steven Mather, George/Linda 
McCabe, Maureen McClure, William McVay, Margaret Mihalko, 
Mary Beth/Christopher Miller, Mark/Linda Moriarty, 
James/Dorothy Morre, Mary Moser, Dorothy/Patrice Murphy, 
Richard/Betty Nelson, Jeffry/Mary Nelson, Janet Nesbitt, 
Horace Paarlberg, Earl Park, Martin/Nancy Patchen, Sandra 
Pearlman, Chad/Ellen Phelps, Sam Postlethwait, John Rice, 
Felicia Roberts, Suzanne Robinson, Joe/Gail Rudolph, 
Scott/Anna Rumble, Lewis Runnels, Lois Sargent, Jessamine 
Scheele, Kurt/Julie Schleck, 
Paul/Diane Schmiedicke, Lee/Martha Schrader, Richard/Mary 
Jo Schwartz, Leroy/Rona Schwarz, Beverly Shaw, Ruthie 
Shook, Wesley Shook, O.L./Janet Siebenthal, Charles/Patricia 
Smith, Pauletta Smith, James/ Liz Solberg, Sparkletone Dry 
Cleaning (Scott Dudley), Eleanor/Doug Sutton, John/Marcy 
Towns, Camille Tuite, Dave/Charlotte Warner, Philo Wasburn, 
Ralph/Joyce Webb, Roberta Webster, Elwyn/Mary Ann Weiss, 
Leo/Judy Weiszman, Robert Woerner, Donald Wood, Harold 
Woodman, Gladys Wright, George/Marlaya Wuncott, Mary 
Helen Zink, Tim/Vicki Zwier 

 

   

 


