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Field Trips to Philipse Manor Hall State Historic Site 

Philipse Manor Hall offers field trip opportunities for 

school groups of all ages. The new exhibits at Philipse 

Manor Hall introduce students to three main cultures in 

Colonial New York: The Munsee Lunaape, enslaved Africans and people of African 

descent, and European colonists. Interactive exhibits follow these three groups 

from before the establishment of the New Netherland colony to the end of the 

American Revolution. Tours are tailored to individual group needs and emphasize 

inquiry-based learning. 

Exhibit Overview:  

Home & Community – this exhibit introduces students to the three main 

groups – Indigenous, European, and African. Students learn about the cultural 

touchstones of each group, Students can view a Munsee fishing village, see how 

land use changes over time, as well as hear music and language, smell specific 

scents, and touch artifacts from each group. This exhibit also introduces the 

different European colonists, including the Philipses, and the role of Africa and the 

slave trade in influencing American culture. 

Primary Sources – this transition room discusses how historians learn about the past, through documents and 

artifacts. It also introduces the concept of the feudal manor system in New Netherland and New York.  

Work & Commerce – this exhibit introduces students to how the Philipse 

family made their fortunes – in the fur trade, acquiring land as part of the manor 

system, populating it with tenant farmers, establishing mills, and engaging in 

international trade, including in the slave trade. This exhibit also covers various 

jobs on the manor, including tenant farmers and enslaved house servants, 

millers, and boatmen.   

Front Door – this transition room discusses the original front door and who is 

allowed access to which spaces in the house.  

Surviving Change – this exhibit discusses how each of the groups weathered 

change in the lead-up to the American Revolution. It covers what happens to the 

Munsee, tenant farmers struggling for rights, how enslaved people resisted slavery, 

laws for gradual manumission in New York, and who chose which side in the American 

Revolution and why. This exhibit features talking portraits of Daniel Ninham 

discussing the role of the Wappinger in the American revolution, tenant farmer 

Mehitabel Prendergast discussing the tenant uprising she and her husband were 

involved in, Frederick Philipse III discussing why he remained Loyalist and what 

happened to the Philipse family during the American Revolution, and fictional 

character Sarah discusses her experience being enslaved by the Philipse family and 

what happened to enslaved people after the American Revolution.  

Learning objectives: 

This field trip will encourage historical empathy as students explore the lives of various people throughout New York’s 

Colonial history. Students will also develop critical thinking skills as they weigh evidence and consider differing 

perspectives.  


