








What Changed for the Students Who Participated?

In the 2022-23 school year, teachers reported that their partnership with Lead Guitar contributed to the growth 
of their students in the following areas:

89% saw growth in students’ resilience in overcoming obstacles or challenges.

68% saw a reduction in incidents of adverse behavior. 

93% agreed that they witnessed growth in students’ ability to collaborate and work as a team; 

52% “strongly agreed.”

88% saw an improved attitude towards accountability.

Teachers witnessed students adopting collaborative behaviors through Lead Guitar classes. Responding with 
frequently, sometimes, rarely or never:

70% of teachers reported students “frequently” volunteering to answer questions or share ideas.

68% reported students “frequently” offering to help a struggling classmate.

71.5% “frequently” or “sometimes” witnessed students teaching others guitar outside of class.

62.5% “frequently” or “sometimes” learned of students teaching family members at home.

Other meaningful impacts:

Only 34% of teachers at schools in major U.S. urban areas stay as long as five years 

[NYU Steinhardt]. 78% of Lead Guitar school programs last five years or longer. 

93% of participating School Teachers saw improvement in student focus and 
engagement that they believe is attributable to collaboration with Lead Guitar.

Impacts
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Lead Guitar engages students, teachers and families through Four Pillars of Service: 

Pillar 1 | Classroom Instruction and Curriculum

Pillar 2 | Professional Development

Pillar 3 | In-school Assemblies and We Are Guitar

Pillar 4 | Showcase Concerts

Lead Guitar Four Pillars of Service

“Several students seem to have found a 
personal connection with the guitar, music, 
and even composing that I would not have 

previously thought possible given their 
behavior in core academic classes.”

– Middle School Teacher, Tucson
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“Lead Guitar… programs showed a pervasive positive 
influence on classroom learning activities and on 

teaching.” 

Dr. J. David Betts
past-president, 

Arts and Learning SIG of the 
American Educational Research Association

“Guitar connects me 

with the people around 

me. My family is very 

big on Latin music and 

being able to learn guitar 

[allows me] to teach 

others in my family how 

to play as well. ” 

Ana, High School Student
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Shan Ahdoot

Renie Alverson

Chiara Amoroso

Christian Amoroso

John Amoroso

Stephen Basila

Because We Care Philanthropy

Karen Oliver-Behee

Lee Benson

Neil & Dawn Bloomberg

Bill & Terri Bluechel

Michael J. Boland

Tom & Dana Bollinger

Wayne & Claudette Bonney

Dave Boon

Kim Bourn

Robert & Wanda Bowen

Van Brandon

David Brass

Daniel Brooks

Rachel J Burrows

Thomas Campbell

Walt & Molly Cardinet

Donald & Barbara Carrig

Jose Ceja

John Clements

Stephen Cohen

Andrea Cox in honor of blues 
guitarist Mark E Bevel

Dav & Kris Craigo

Patricia Cumming

Milford & Kelly Cunningham

Timothy Delaney

Zachary Dellheim

Timothy Dickey

Dolores & George Didiot

Lydia Dorsey

Robert Draper

Abe & Ingrid Dye

Tony Edwards

Howard Ellis

Ron Erickson

Jennifer Escarcega

Mike Evans

Dave & Sharon Farabaugh

Kevin Fechtmeyer

Isaac Figueroa

Jim Fijan

Brett Fischer

James Fletcher

Tim Hovik, SanTan Ford

Diane Foster

Nick Franks

Gary Franks

Tim Freese

Deborah Gingher

Allen Goldman

Andy Goodson

Jeffrey Gould

Mike Grams

Andrew Griffo

Kay Grimmett

Justin Grimmett

Anne Handels

Edward Hansen

David Hardy

Josh Hartmann

Jennifer Alice Heglin

Todd Heiner

Gayla Heinrichs

Molly Helm

Duane & Debbie Henderson

James Hodge

Wilson Hogan

Holly Holmes

Janice E Hopton

Glenn Howell

Vicki Howell

Duane Huff

Jeff Huff

Matt & Becky Jaffe

Michael Jasumback

Adrienne Johns

Matt Johnson

Mike & Karen Jordan

Stuart Jung

Brian Kabat

John Kaites

Bryan Kalbfleisch

Kyle Kelly

Mark & Janet Kizziar

Dan Klein

Robert Koleas

Katina Koller

Leonard Kortekaas

Gordon Lackenbauer

Eric Lamb

Thomas Lawless

Chris & Terry Liesmaki

John Linton

Scott Lobel

Ryan Mackey

Bert H Mackie

Steven Mackie

Liz Mannix

Laurence Marsteller

Harry Matthews

Greg McClendon

Regina McClure

Maurice McCormick

Rita Meis

Omar Mireles

Paul & Lesley Monfardini

Faye Morse

Robert Murray

Igor Noriega

Patrick O’Malley

David Paul

Kat Perkins

Randy & Rose Persson

Andrew Peshek

Robert M Piecuch

Billy Pikula

Ben Polley

Charlie & Marcia Pooley

Paul Kirschner & Nancy Powell

Aaron Prisock

Gloria Pruzan

Clint Pulley

Diane Quevedo

Greg & Deb Quilici

Czeslaw Razowski

Colin Reilly

Ken Rhinewise

Thomas & Tara Rhoads

Brad Richter

Karl Richter

Judith Riley

Sean Riley

Lewis Roca

Diane Ross

Christina Rossetti

Steven Rushefsky

Lane Samuels

Ignacio Sangronis

Kenneth Sawyer

James Schumann

Theresa Seifert, Law Offices of 
Vescio & Seifert, P.C.

Evelio & Elizabeth Sevillano

Barbara Shill

Jeff & Gerri Siegel

Robert Smith

Tanner Spross

Dale Stamp

Teresa & Michael Stewart

Jennifer Szoltysik

Threads Worldwide, LLC

Sonia Trejo

David Trockman

Yvette Villamana

Danny Vo

Matthew Warnock

John S Webster

Jay Weight

Quinn Williams

Phaedra Wilson

Jesse Wilson

Michael & MaryBeth Wiskirchen

Joe Wittmann

John & Ginger Wohrman
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Sara D’Ippolito (Teaching Artist – Atlanta/Athens) is 

an active performing artist, composer, and educator. 

She graduated in Classical Guitar Performance 

from the “Santa Cecilia” Conservatory of Music 

in Rome under Arturo Tallini, after studying 

with Marco Rossetti in Vibo Valentia. She is 

currently pursuing a DMA in Classical Guitar 

Performance at University of Georgia Athens. 

Her intention is to conduct research in Women & 

Gender studies related to Classical Guitar and bring 

attention to a more diverse repertoire, with a focus on 

women composers of the past, present, and future. 

Sara plays a guitar by Noemi Schembri.

Doris Ćosić (Teaching Artist – Los Angeles) is a 

Slovenian guitarist, arranger, and educator. She 

is passionate about creating music outreach 

opportunities in her community, and frequently 

performs at the chemotherapy clinic at the LA 

General Medical Center. She also works at 

Virtual Guitar Orchestra as an assistant editor, 

where she created the very first all-women 

Virtual Guitar Orchestra in collaboration with 

Grammy-nominated Clarice Assad. She received her 

Bachelor of Music at University of Southern California 

and is currently pursuing a master’s degree at USC.

Christian Cruz (Regional Director – Los Angeles) is a 

Mexican-American classical guitarist and composer. 

Among other awards, he received the 2020 Volterra 

Project Composers Award for his guitar trio 

Suite Homenajes, and has been awarded a 

Composer Teaching Artist Fellowship with 

the Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra for three 

consecutive seasons. Christian holds a MM from 

USC’s Thornton School of Music in classical guitar 

performance and a MA in Music Composition from 

Fresno State. 

Pablo Gonzalez (Teaching Artist – Tucson) started 

studying classical guitar at the age of 14. In 2010, he 

was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to pursue 

his Master’s in guitar performance, being the 

first classical guitar performer ever in his 

native country to receive such an award. 

Pablo is also an active participant in the 

Tucson classical guitar scene and was recently 

a finalist in the prestigious Third Annual David 

Russell Bach Prize.

Dr. Bin Hu (Teaching Artist – Tucson) earned a 

Doctor of Musical Arts from the University of 

Arizona and has performed as a soloist, chamber 

musician, and with orchestras worldwide. His 

expertise as a Bach interpreter earned him 

the prestigious David Russell Bach Prize 

in 2016. Dr. Hu has shared his knowledge 

on Baroque performance practices at 

conservatories and conferences. His all-Bach 

CD, Ciaccona, released by Eudora Records in 

Spain, has received global acclaim. Recently, the 

debut album of his ensemble (Duo Chinoiserie) 

presents new works by renowned composers.

Nicholas Epple (Teaching Artist – Tucson)

is pursuing his DMA in classical guitar at the 

University of Arizona. He has performed in 

France, Italy, Canada, and the United States 

in workshops, festivals, and competitions. 

Nicholas received first prize at the David Russell Bach 

competition in 2017 and was awarded second place 

at the Domaine Forget International Competition in 

Quebec in 2018.

Whitney Herr-Buchholz (Director of Development 

& External Relations, she/her) lives in Tucson, AZ 

and joined Lead Guitar in 2023. She has experience 

as a professional ballet dancer, arts educator, and 

has worked in the field of arts administration & 

development for more than a decade. Whitney 

holds a Master of Nonprofit Leadership and 

Management from Arizona State University 

and a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Art and Visual 

Culture Education for Community and 

Museums from the University of Arizona. She 

is dedicated to advancing the arts as integral 

to people and communities, and is delighted to 

contribute to the mission of Lead Guitar.

Álvaro Henrique (Teaching Artist – Atlanta/Athens) 

engages audiences with a world of emotions and 

story-telling through music. As a soloist, Henrique 

has performed with Brazilian and Finnish orchestras. 

With an interest in social activism, Álvaro’s 

projects have included commissioning works 

like Jorge Antunes’ Brasilia 50 or his Guitar 

Concerto “What Do We Do?” Álvaro is 

completing his DMA at the University of 

Georgia.
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Dr. David Sewell (Teaching Artist – Phoenix, he/his) 

As a guitarist, arranger, and educator he is devoted to 

arranging unique repertoire and teaching his students 

a wide variety of styles and techniques on both 

classical and electric guitar. He is also head of the 

guitar department at Grand Canyon University. 

Justin Sheppard (Teaching Artist – Atlanta/Athens) 

finished a BS in Classical Guitar Performance from 

UGA while studying under international performer and 

Professor of Guitar, Dr. Daniel Bolshoy. He served over a 

decade in the US Navy as Officer and Enlisted, and holds 

degrees in Criminal Justice from FSU, Nuclear Engineering 

Technologies from Thomas Edison State University 

and studied in the master’s program International 

Business and Change Management at the Russian 

Presidential Academy of National Economy and 

Public Administration in Moscow. Justin enjoys a 

full schedule of private students at Vivo Music and 

Arts Academy in Cumming, GA. 

Fabrício Lock Sotomayor (Teaching Artist – Chicago) 

is a classical guitar performer from Peru. With a solid 

foundation in music education, Fabricio completed his 

undergraduate studies at the National Conservatory of 

Peru, majoring in Classical Guitar Performance. His 

passion for the instrument led him to pursue a 

master’s degree in Classical Guitar Performance 

at Northwestern University, where he honed 

his skills. Fabricio has performed on numerous 

stages around Peru. Having previously served as 

a dedicated teacher at the National Conservatory of 

Peru, he is committed to sharing his knowledge and love 

for classical guitar music.

James Terrell (Teaching Artist – Atlanta/Athens) is a 

guitarist, composer, and music educator. He 

is an active performer both as a soloist and 

in chamber ensembles, and his repertoire 

spans the history of the guitar, from the 

Renaissance to premieres of new music. 

As a composer, Mr. Terrell has written 

concert music for all manner of ensembles 

and soloists as well as orchestral music and 

works for fixed media.

Andrew Smith (Regional Director – Phoenix, he/his) is a 

founding member of the Augustine Strings sponsored 

ensemble Petrichor Duo, and was regularly hired to play 

for organizations like NPR, MLB, the NCAA, and Intel. In 

2018, Andrew was honored to perform for US Senator 

John McCain’s funeral service, and the Governor of 

Arizona has invited him to perform on multiple 

occasions for other U.S. governors and foreign 

dignitaries. Andrew’s interest in guitar eventually 

led him to study classical guitar construction under 

Canadian luthier Sergei de Jonge. In addition to 

performing and teaching, Andrew now builds and 

repairs concert classical guitars.

Juri Yun (Teaching Artist – Los Angeles) has 

risen as one of Canada’s top upcoming 

guitarists, recently debuting at Carnegie 

Hall. He completed his Bachelor of Music 

at University of Toronto, his Master of 

Music at the San Francisco Conservatory of 

Music, and is currently a doctoral candidate at 

the USC Thornton School of Music.

Erin Young (Teaching Artist – Los Angeles) is a Los 

Angeles based musician and educator. She 

works as a Teaching Artist for Lead Guitar, 

a member of the Guitar Faculty at Colburn 

Community School of Performing Arts, and 

Director of Elemental Guitar in Santa Monica. 

She earned both her Bachelor of Music and 

Master’s of Music in Classical Guitar Performance 

at USC where she studied with Scott Tennant, 

Brian Head, William Kanengiser, and early plucked 

instruments with Jason Yoshida. Erin has a passion for 

early music and performs frequently with various early 

music ensembles around Los Angeles.

Alfredo “Freddy” Vazquez (Regional Director – 

Tucson, he/his) is a dedicated music educator. Mr. 

Vazquez has a bachelor’s degree in music from the 

University of Arizona and master’s degree from 

Oklahoma City University. Mr. Vázquez is active 

recording artist releasing “Latin American 

Soundscapes” with Tucson Guitar Quartet 

(2020) and “Appunti” with Puerta- Vázquez 

Duo (2022) under Contrastes Records. Mr. 

Vázquez has premiered pieces by renowned 

composers such as Sergio Assad, Stephen Goss, 

Brad Richter, and Edwin Gueverra. Alfredo Vazquez 

currently resides in Tucson, Arizona and is an associate 

faculty of music at Cochise Community College and 

Lead Guitar’s Regional Director for Southern Arizona.
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Tim Miklaucic is the CEO of Cordoba Music Group, Inc., a global guitar 
manufacturer, distributor, and retailer based in Santa Monica, CA. Divisions 
include Cordoba Guitars, Guild Guitars, and Guitar Salon International, 
which represents the best vintage and master-built contemporary nylon 
string guitars in the world. Tim has been a NAMM member since 2003 and 
is also a member of the Alliance of Independent Music Merchants. In 2010 
Tim founded the GSI Foundation to promote music education in the public 
school system.

A native Tucsonan, Joe Millstone taught science and math in the gifted and 
talented middle school program in TUSD for six years. In the mid-1980s, he 
became a commercial real estate broker with CB Richard Ellis and Grubb and 
Ellis for ten years apiece before becoming a consultant. In 2001, Joe earned 
the coveted CCIM Designation for Commercial Investment Real Estate. Joe 
maintains an active role in the Avanim Rock Band at Temple Emanu El in 
Tucson. Joe is a competitive swimmer, triathlete, and dedicated grandfather, 
splitting his time between Tucson and Los Angeles.

Clint Mabie is an innovative manager with nearly 30 years of experience 
in the not-for-profit field. A Chicago native, Clint earned his MBA from 
Northwestern University and had multiple roles during his decade at The 
Chicago Community Trust. He recently retired after serving 10 years as 
President and CEO of the Community Foundation for Southern Arizona 
that connects donors to causes they care about. Clint also holds a M.A. 
in Education from National Louis University and taught in Chicago Public 
Schools.  

Haley Howell is a Software Engineer employed in the financial industry. She 
boasts a background as a former Division 1 collegiate athlete, having been 
named Setter of the Year in the MAAC Conference, Freshman Female Athlete 
of the Year at Siena College, and a winner of a MAAC Volleyball Championship 
in 2014. Excelling in both indoor volleyball and pursuing a 5th year of eligibility 
for beach volleyball at the University of San Francisco, her educational 
achievements include an undergraduate degree in economics, complemented 
by minors in computer science and information systems at Siena College. 
Additionally, Haley holds a Master’s Degree in Health Informatics from the 
University of San Francisco.
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Kimeia Vu has 20 years’ experience as an HR leader, currently holding the 
position of Chief People Officer at Octaura LLC, a fintech startup in New York 
City. In her role, Kimeia is the driving force behind the firm’s people strategy 
and its alignment to key business objectives. In addition to overall workforce 
planning, leadership development and talent management strategies, she 
brings particular focus to diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) and provides 
executive oversight and support to drive the firm’s DEI strategy and action plan. 
Kimeia sits on Lead Guitar’s board of directors and provides human capital best 
practices and partners with board members to execute on LG’s growth strategy.
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