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1. Introduction 
 
IHC welcomes the opportunity to submit on the Arms (Prohibited Firearms, 
Magazines, and Parts) Amendment Bill. We strongly support the tightening of gun 
control in New Zealand. 
 

2. Gun control and people with intellectual disabilities 
 
IHC strongly supports the swift moves being taken, in the aftermath of the 
Christchurch terrorist attack, to limit the availability and use of semi-automatic 
firearms, magazines and parts that can be used to assemble prohibited firearms. 
 
We are aware that the shootings in Christchurch have raised levels of fear and 
anxiety about safety amongst people with intellectual disabilities. People with 
intellectual disability are a marginalised group within New Zealand society and can 
be subject to discrimination, misunderstanding and, at times, violence. We draw the 
Committee’s attention to the killing of 19 people in a knife attack at a center for 
disabled people in Sagamihara, Japan in 2016 and totally support all moves to 
prevent the mass killing of any group of people. 
 
IHC regards this Bill as a first step in strengthening gun control law, in order to 
minimise the death and harm caused by firearms in New Zealand. We would like to 
see a sustained programme of on-going reform to: 

• control the amount and type of firearms and other weapons in circulation and 
use  

• establish a system of licencing and registration that enables the number of 
guns and those who have access to firearms to be better monitored and 
tracked. 

 
People with intellectual disability are part of all sectors and groups within society; 
religious and cultural groups, refugee and migrant communities, and children and 
young people. IHC joins the call by all sectors of society for stronger gun control. We 
endorse the submissions made by children’s organisations, Save the Children and 
Barnardos. 
 
In addition to strengthening firearms control, it is essential that continued, systematic 
effort is made to build an inclusive New Zealand and address discrimination, stigma 
and bias in all its guises. 
 

3. About IHC 
 
IHC was founded in 1949 by a group of parents who wanted equal treatment from 
the education and health systems for their children with intellectual disability. The 
IHC of today is still striving for these same rights and is committed to advocating for 
the rights, welfare and inclusion of all people with an intellectual disability. We 
support people with intellectual disability to lead satisfying lives and have a genuine 
place in the community.  
 
We have around 5,500 staff working to support 7,000 people in IDEA services (IHC’s 
service arm) that include residential care, supported living, home support, 
employment and community participation and inclusion, support for families, 
specialist services, autism spectrum disorder (ASD) services, and through 
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Accessible Properties (a subsidiary company of IHC) are New Zealand’s largest non-
government social housing provider.  
 
Through our charitable arm IHC raises awareness and advocates for the rights of 
over 50,000 people with intellectual disability at both a national and an international 
level. This includes an extensive advocacy programme, a one to one volunteer 
programme and the country’s largest specialist intellectual disability library. 
 

4. Conclusion 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit on this important, rapid response to the 15 
March Christchurch mosque attacks and the need for better gun control.  
 
We look forward to continuing to contribute to building a safe and inclusive New 
Zealand. 
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