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https://targetjobs.co.uk/
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/
https://thinkuni.org/
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https://www.prospects.ac.uk/
https://targetjobs.co.uk/
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https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/achievement_for_all_university_learning_in_schools_ulis_final_report.pdf
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Qualitative Quantitative

Open-ended interviews, surveys and 

questionnaires

Closed-ended surveys (i.e. Census), 

questionnaires and polls

Observation Secondary statistics (from the Home 

Office, police and court records etc.)

Narrative analysis (autobiographies, 

news reports etc.)

Structured social experiments

Advantages Disadvantages

Effectively tests theories and 

hypotheses

Can be unreliable due to ‘dark 
figure’ of crime (see below)

Provides information on trends and 

numbers

Does not provide in-depth 

information

Can (usually) be replicated and 

tested

Can be expensive and time-

consuming depending on sample

size

Advantages Disadvantages

Provides detailed in-depth 

descriptive information about the 

human experience

Difficult to analyse and generalise 

data

Identifies themes and patterns and 

explains ‘why’
Open to bias on part of researcher

Can be cost-efficient Can be time-consuming

Data Interpretation

Providing Evidence

Critical Thinking
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The victim’s allegation was not 
taken seriously

The crime was not witnessed 

Human error

A conscious decision by law 
enforcement not to record the crime

The victim does not know/understand 
that what occurred was a crime

The victim does not feel 
comfortable/safe enough to report

The victim is incapable of reporting the 
crime (i.e. a child/disabled person)

The crime was not legally a crime at 
the time it was committed 

Critical Thinking
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Methods

This research project takes a qualitative approach and utilises secondary 

research from narrative criminology, namely autobiographical accounts from 

those with first-hand experience desisting from criminal activity and street 

gangs. It is constructivist in nature and makes use of peoples lived 

experiences in order to gain a broader understanding of the contributing 

factors in gang joining and desistance. Crime, and redemption, is a topic with 

enduring popularity. Crime features prominently in literature, both fictional 

and non-fictional, and has been a popular focus of written works since the late 

seventeenth century. It can be difficult for the layman to identify what is, and 

is not, factually accurate criminological data. Philip Rawlings, in his book 

Drunks, Whores and Idle Apprentices (2005), discusses the manner in which 

narrative accounts of crime have been overlooked by academics in favour of 

largely quantitative data such as ‘official’ inquiries and statistics. This 
dismissal of narrative criminology is rooted in the idea that there is a 

distinguishable line between fact and fiction and, as such, narrative accounts 

should not be trusted because of their subjectivity (Rawlings, 2005). 

However, narrative criminological accounts can provide rich qualitative data 

where a quantitative approach cannot, as evidenced by the important, and 

relevant, narrative contributions of Maruna (1997) whose study makes use of 

twenty published autobiographical accounts of the life stories of ex-convicts 

to gain a deeper understanding of the process of desistance. 

Active Reading
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Methods

The qualitative methods utilised in this proposed research project will be 

in the form of both primary research; observation, informal conversations 

and semi-structured individual interviews with ex-gang members, and 

secondary research in the form of narrative analysis. The observation, 

informal conversations and interviews with successfully desisted gang 

members will be achieved by contacting two non-profit gang prevention 

and intervention organisations in both Los Angeles and London. The 

proposed organisations to be contacted for interviews are Homeboy 

Industries in Los Angeles and Catch 22 in London, specifically their 

London Gang Exit (LGE) programme. 

The secondary research methods utilised in this project take the form of 

the narrative analysis of autobiographical accounts of gang (and ex-gang) 

members. The analysis of the written word of people’s lived experiences 
can provide rich qualitative data about a range of topics that speak to the 

one at hand. Thus, I intend to develop my narrative analysis skills further 

in this project and to make use of narrative criminology in the comparison 

of the lived experiences of street gang members in Los Angeles and 

London. 

✓

✓

✓

✓

Active Reading

Critical Thinking
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Independent Research

Creativity 
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https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/images/asa/docs/pdf/CodeofEthics.pdf
https://www.britsoc.co.uk/media/24310/bsa_statement_of_ethical_practice.pdf
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Style and colour of clothing 

Tattoos

The use of a gang hand symbol/sign

The frequenting of certain areas

Active Reading

Deep Dive
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A common name, emblem or colour

Association with a particular area

Involvement with a particular unlawful activity

A leadership or command structure

Active Reading

Deep Dive
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Critical Thinking

Deep Dive

Active Reading
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Drug dealing/trafficking

Weapons dealing/trafficking

Prostitution

Anti-social behaviour (loitering etc)

Robbery and theft

Weapon-based violence

Substance abuse

Extortion

Property damage/vandalism

Intimidation

Active Reading
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Deep Dive
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Independent Research
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UK US

3 or more people
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https://eurogangproject.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/31/magazine/how-do-you-define-a-gang-member.html.%20Last%20accessed%2001-08-2018
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/97862/gang-violence-detailreport.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&division=&%20title=7.&part=1.&chapter=11.&article=
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Building an argument
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Critical Thinking
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(The Cripettes) gained notoriety for their indiscriminate attacks on both 
female and male opponents, overwhelming them with numbers and 

jacking them for their possessions (Williams, 2007:101).
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✓

✓

Providing Evidence
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Active Reading
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Critical Thinking

Active Reading



42

Active Reading

Critical Thinking
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Active Reading

Providing Evidence
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Critical Thinking
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Providing Evidence

Building an argument
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9qK-VGjMr8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pm3roVvKMpo
https://www.56blackmen.com/iamnotmystereotype
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-14436499X
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pms-speech-on-the-fightback-after-the-riots
https://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-southla-pueblos14-2009jul14-story.html
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https://edition.cnn.com/2017/07/28/politics/donald-trump-ms-13/index.html
https://www.surfer.com/features/brb-prlinhearing-may08/
https://www.keele.ac.uk/discover/news/2019/february/2011-riots-report/deprivation-poor-policing.php
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2011/aug/11/new-gangs-drive-signalled
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❑

❑

❑

❑

❑

Push Factors Pull Factors

Aging (‘growing out of crime’) Family and marital ties

Traumatic experiences occurring

during crime commission 

Opportunities (‘turning points’) 
such as gaining employment, 

education, hobbies etc.

Disillusionment Finding religion

Critical Thinking

University Ready
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Building an argument

University Ready
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Building an argument
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•Prevention – understanding the root of gang membership and working 
to stop people from joining gangs in the first instance

Future gang membership

•Intervention – stepping in to an existing issue (gang membership) to 
prevent it from continuing or worsening

Current gang membership

•Rehabilitation – restoring and reintegrating an individual back into 
society and life outside of the gang

Past gang membership

Intervention

•Offering emotional support to 
active gang members

•Providing information about 
exiting the gang

•Offering a safe place, 
confidentiality and protection

Rehabilitation

•Education

•Training

•Mental health support

•Childcare support

•Substance abuse 
programmes

•Tattoo removal

Reintegration

•Employment

•Housing support

•Ongoing social 
support system 
(caseworker, friends 
within community)

•Mental health 
services

Critical Thinking
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Critical Thinking
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http://www.homeboyindustries.org/
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Tattoo Removal (I would consider 
this important for transformation of 

identity but less/more important 
than some of their other services)
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Deep Dive

Active Reading
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‘It is the intent of the Legislature in enacting this chapter to seek the 
eradication of criminal activity by street gangs by focusing upon 

patterns of criminal gang activity and upon the organized nature of 
street gangs, which together, are the chief source of terror created by 
street gangs. The Legislature further finds that an effective means of 

punishing and deterring the criminal activities of street gangs is through 
forfeiture of the profits, proceeds, and instrumentalities acquired, 

accumulated, or used by street gangs’ (Street Terrorism Enforcement 
and Prevention Act, 1988)

Deep Dive
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Data Interpretation
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Crime STEP Act Proposition 21

‘Active
participation’ in a 
street gang

16 months 2-3 years

‘Serious’ gang-

related offence

2-4 years 5-10 years

Active Reading
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https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/calgang/ag-annual-report-calgang-2018.pdf
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Independent Research

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/london-trident-gangs-matrix-metropolitan-police
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/trapped-gangs-matrix
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/may/29/rise-in-proportion-bame-suspects-met-police-gangs-matrix
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Number of sources cited

Time in review

Number of reviewers 0 reviewers

seconds minutes minutes

1-2 reviewers

hours days days

3-4 reviewers

2-3 months 6-12 months 3-5 years

Tweets Blog YouTube

Newspaper

Popular 

magazine

Academic 

book

Online 

article

Journal

Encyclopaedia

University Ready
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.makehappen.org%2fguides&c=E,1,DpZDRjnrHnBipUh4S3b6svsnh_9i11w8Fl_jSXsxXcdUF1NrlNZXQtlroc4T4PQhtmTNJys1xtmt0V2ZLHp1P6yif4Ku3Xt65DfA-rl-3fZptEqv-5cL&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2f%2f%2fFacebook.com%2fMakeHappenEssex&c=E,1,O9cqPeltQe_SRbGJqtpH4YaBd4HKIBlrcsP2HC-0I0CVlH7l1u6Mggl22isZkxBaQ_iYk2Kv-1PUIGqeMyjdKo0cndxX6aag04OFeG4Yt-Y,&typo=1&ancr_add=1
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https://www.startprofile.com/
http://www.careerpilot.org.uk/
https://www.careersbox.co.uk/
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/media/5457/informed-choices-2016.pdf
http://www.thinkuni.org/
https://www.ucas.com/
http://unistats.direct.gov.uk/
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/
https://www.opendays.com/
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http://www.ucas.com/undergraduate
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University Ready

http://www.access-ed.ngo/timelines-for-applying-to-university
http://www.access-ed.ngo/writing-your-ucas-personal-statement
https://www.ucas.com/sites/default/files/ucas-personal-statement-worksheet.pdf
https://www.ucas.com/corporate/about-us/who-we-are/ucas-terms-explained
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-to-university
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/how-write-ucas-undergraduate-personal-statement
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/student-advice/applying-to-uni/tips-for-writing-your-personal-statement
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/university/personal-statements/writing-your-personal-statement
http://www.reading.ac.uk/virtual-events
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https://www.gov.uk/student-finance
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-calculator
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/student-finance/
https://www.moneyreadyforuni.com/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6k3dbfmTQ7g
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https://www.theguardian.com/news/audio/2019/dec/24/growing-up-with-gangs-poverty-and-knife-a-look-back



