
A CITIES UNITED REPORT 
 

By Arnold Chandler, 
Forward Change Consulting 

Safe, healthy and hopeful 

Interventions for Reducing 
Violence and its Consequences for 

Young Black Males in America 



 

 





 
Interventions for Reducing Violence and its Consequences for Young Black Males in America 

Table of Contents 

Introduction 

Methodology 

The Causes of Community Violence: Structural, 
Developmental, and Situational 

Summary of Findings and Recommendations 

Using Evidence to Guide Local Violence 
Prevention: Understanding “What Works” 

 I 

 II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

Endnotes 

Appendix 

A. Structural Violence Prevention 
B. Developmental/Life Course Violence Prevention 
C. Situational Violence Prevention 



I 



Interventions for Reducing Violence and its Consequences for Young Black Males in America 



Methodology 

II 



 

Interventions for Reducing Violence and its Consequences for Young Black Males in America 

 

 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Methodology 



 

Interventions for Reducing Violence and its Consequences for Young Black Males in America 

Defining and Measuring Violence 



The Causes of Violence: 
Structural, Developmental 

and Situational 

III 



 

Interventions for Reducing Violence and its Consequences for Young Black Males in America 

Structural 



 

Interventions for Reducing Violence and its Consequences for Young Black Males in America 

Developmental/Life Course 
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Developmental Risk Factors for Violence 
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Protective Factors for Violence Across the Life Course 
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Adolescent Developmental Protective Factors for Violence 
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A. Structural Violence Prevention  

Neighborhood Matching Fund, Seattle 
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B. Developmental/Life Course Violence Prevention  

Age Targeted Intervention 
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High Scope Perry Preschool (HSPP) 

Chicago Child Parent Centers (CCPC) 
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Aban Aya Youth Project (AAYP) 
Aban Aya Youth Project is a school-based social development 

curriculum based on Afrocentric principles that is designed to reduce  
high-risk behaviors among African American youth.    
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End Investments in Scared Straight 
Scared Straight is a “shock” program that exposes at-risk or delinquent children to inmates 

serving life sentences in order to deter them from future delinquency or behavior problems. 
In RCTs, Scared Straight has been more likely to make children worse than better off. 

End Investments in Scared Straight 



 

Interventions for Reducing Violence and its Consequences for Young Black Males in America 

Becoming a Man (BAM) 

 



 

Interventions for Reducing Violence and its Consequences for Young Black Males in America 

 

 

 1 

 2 



 

Interventions for Reducing Violence and its Consequences for Young Black Males in America 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 



 

Interventions for Reducing Violence and its Consequences for Young Black Males in America 

One Summer Plus (OSP): Summer Youth Employment 
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Recommended Situational Interventions 

 

Primary Site/Lead Intervention 
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Intervention 
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Enforcement 
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to Targeted 
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Street 
Outreach 
Workers 

Service 
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Community 
Mobilization 

Cure Violence Model 

Focused Deterrence Model 



 

Interventions for Reducing Violence and its Consequences for Young Black Males in America 

Hot Spots Policing 



 

Interventions for Reducing Violence and its Consequences for Young Black Males in America 

   

Replace Aggressive Drug Law Enforcement with 
Focused Deterrence Drug Enforcement 
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Domains of Community Violence Prevention 
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An Integrated Framework for Community Violence Prevention 
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Strategic Recommendations 
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Appendix: Summary of Interventions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

41 percent less likely 

(9% versus 15.3%) than the control group 
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