
AUGUST 2020: Read the latest NPSAAF news.  

  

 
  

NPS Updates 

Funding Contract Awarded 

Defense Technical Information Center (DTIC) awarded a $42.4 million to Adams Communication 
and Engineering Technology, Inc. (ACET) to support NPS’ Task Order contract to expand 
partnerships in the development and fielding of autonomous systems and robotics. ACET, with 
support from their exclusive subcontractor Arizona State University Research Enterprise (ASURE), 
will provide NPS coordination and management for the contract which will support the unique 
research conducted at NPS by students with operational experience. Read more. 

New Distance Learning Program 

Beginning the fall, NPS’ Graduate School of Defense Management (GSDM) will be offering an 
enhanced Executive Master of Business Administration (EMBA) through the Low-residency 
Graduate Education Program (LGEP), a new pilot initiative of the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations 
for Warfighting Development (OPNAV N7). The program will feature greater time spent on NPS’ 
campus, allowing for more in-person interaction balanced with distance learning. Read more. 

Naval Warfare Studies Institute Emerging Technology Series 

The NPS Naval Warfare Studies Institute (NWSI) launched the Emerging Technology Series for 
Executives July 16 to connect senior military leaders, NPS faculty and students and Senior Industry 
Executives. The series aims to take advantage of the opportunities and challenges emerging 
technologies provide before they are widely available or even widely understood. Read more. 

Hall of Fame Alumni Guest Lecture 

NPS Hall of Fame Alumni VADM (Ret) Jan Tighe and GEN (Ret) Keith Alexander offered their 
thoughts on the future of 5G and its military applications in a Virtual Secretary of the Navy Guest 

https://nps.edu/-/open-for-autonomous-business-largest-ever-unmanned-robotics-systems-research-contract-awarded-for-nps
https://nps.edu/-/business-warriors-wanted-nps-announces-new-low-res-defense-focused-emba-for-high-tempo-officers
https://nps.edu/-/nps-naval-warfare-studies-initiative-launches-emerging-technology-series-focuses-first-on-5g-tech


Lecture. Both answered questions posed by current NPS students and engaged in a little light-
hearted Army/Navy rivalry. Read more. 

  
  

 

Rising Competition in Space 

On July 9th, NPSAAF hosted a discussion on the global competition for space, with a focus on 
Russia and China. NPSAAF Advisor Admiral (Ret) James Ellis, NPS Professor Dr. Jim Newman, 

and alumni Major John Pross and Captain Andrea Writt discussed space as a domain of great power 
competition and NPS' role in the arena. View the lecture here. The password is 8W#^#KZR 

  
 

 

Welcome Trustee Lerman 

The foundation Board of Trustees is pleased to welcome a new member this month. Dr. Steve 
Lerman served as Provost of the Naval Postgraduate School for four years, retiring this spring. Prior 
to NPS, he served as Provost and Executive Vice President of Academic Affairs at The George 
Washington University and as an A. James Clark Professor of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering. Read more. 
 

  
  

https://nps.edu/-/hall-of-fame-nps-grads-alexander-tighe-talk-benefits-and-challenges-of-5g
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Join CHDS for a conversation with NASA Deputy Administrator Jim Morhard entitled Leadership 
Lessons from the Space Program: How Can These Inform the Unprecedented Challenges We 
Face Today? The webinar will be held Wednesday, August 5th at 11:00 AM PDT. Register here. 

  
  

Two Podcasts Launch at NPS 

  

 

NPS President VADM (Ret) Ann Rondeau talks with student and faculty leadership to highlight the 
people behind the research and innovation happening at NPS. Read more. Listen. 

  

 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_VShgsHZXQKuq9i5iQnf04w
https://nps.edu/-/nps-president-engages-campus-leaders-in-all-new-web-series-listen-learn-lead-
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Created by LtCol Joe Novak, featured in Volume 1 of Faces of NPS, the Trident Room Podcast 
was inspired by the conversations held in its namesake bar. LtCol Novak and co-host Michael Morris 
talk with students, alumni, and faculty about topics ranging from student life at NPS to research that 

benefits the entire Fleet. Listen. 

  
  

Meet the NPSAAF Advisory Council 

We continue our profiles of our Advisors. 

  

 

Geoff Yang is the co-founder of Redpoint Ventures and has backed the launch of like Ask.com, 
BlueFin, and TiVo. He serves on several board of Redpoint portfolio companies and others. Mr. 
Yang is an avid sports fan and has served on the boards of the U.S. Golf Association (USGA) and is 
an officer and trustee for the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Committee Foundation. Read more. 

  

 

Admiral Robert Natter served Commander of the U.S. Atlantic Fleet and the first Commander of all 
U.S. Navy and Coast Guard homeland defense forces under the newly created Northern Command. 
He joined the board of directors of United Defense Industries in 2004 and is also President of R.J. 

https://www.npsfoundation.org/joe-novak
https://nps.edu/tridentroompodcast
https://www.npsfoundation.org/advisory-council/geoff-yang-bio


Natter & Associates, LLC, a consulting firm. Admiral Natter serves on several boards and as 
Chairman of the United States Naval Academy's Distinguished Graduate Selection Committee. 

  

 

A career submariner, Admiral Cecil Haney served as Commander from the Pacific and Indian 
oceans to U.S. Startegic Command (USSTRATCOM). He also served as a member of the 
Congressionally mandated Military Leadership Diversity Commission. Admiral Haney is an alumnus 
of the U.S. Naval Academy, the National Defense University, and the Naval Postgraduate 
School. Read more. 

  

 

Admiral James Alexander "Sandy" Winnefeld served as the Joint Chiefs of Staff as well as 
Commander of U.S. Northern Command (USNORTHCOM) and North American Aerospace Defense 
Command (NORAD). He is a Distinguished Professor at the Sam Nunn School of International 
Affairs at Georgia Tech and a senior nonresident fellow at the Belfer Center for Science and 
International Affairs, John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. 

  
  

Alumni and current Students, Get Connected! 

  

https://www.npsfoundation.org/advisory-council/cecil-haney


 
  
  

Online Shopping Supports NPSF 
 

  

 
  

When you order through Amazon Smile, Amazon donates 0.5 percent of your purchase price to the 
NPS Foundation! Visit https://smile.amazon.com/ and search for "Naval Postgraduate School 

Foundation" before you place your order. 

  
Shop on Amazon Smile 

  
  

https://smile.amazon.com/


 
  

Did you know you can buy a wide variety of NPS gear online? Whether you're a student, alumnus, 
family member, community member, or just want an item to represent your connection to NPS, we 
have plenty to choose from. Support the NPS Foundation while you shop polos, jackets, t-shirts, 

baby onesies, hats, ties, and much more. 

  
Shop NPS Gear 

  

When you give to the NPS Foundation, you help shape our nation's next generation of military 
leaders and fund essential defense research that protects our troops and our country. Thank you for 

your generosity! 

  
Donate 

  

Connect with us! 

  

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/NPSFoundation
https://twitter.com/npsfoundation
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2372436/
https://www.instagram.com/npsfoundation/

