
Masters word on it - that when the Master comes again to get us,
those of us who are still alive will not get a jump on the dead and
leave them behind. In actual fact, they’ll be ahead of us. The Master
himself will give the command. Archangel thunder! God’s trumpet
blast! He’ll come down from heaven and the dead in Christ will rise
– they’ll go first. Then the rest of us who are still alive at the time
will be caught up with them into the clouds to meet the Master. Oh,
we’ll be walking on air! And then there will be one huge family
reunion with the Master. So reassure one another with these words.”

 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (Msg)

II.    Thomas - Doubt                                                                           
“Thomas said to him, ‘Lord,... how can we know the way?”

 John 14:5 (NIV)

“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. If you really knew me, you would know my
Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him....
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.”

      John 14:6-7,9 (NIV)

“Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the
nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”

           John 20:25 (NIV)

“A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was
with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ Then he said to Thomas,
‘Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it
into my side. Stop doubting and believe.’ Thomas said to him, ‘My
Lord and my God!’”      John 20:26-28 (NIV)

III.    Peter - Shame                                                                          
“Simon Peter followed Jesus, as did another of the disciples. That
other disciple was acquainted with the high priest, so he was allowed

to enter the high priest’s courtyard with Jesus. Peter had to stay
outside the gate. Then the disciple who knew the high priest spoke to
the woman watching at the gate, and she let Peter in. The woman
asked Peter, ‘You're not one of that man’s disciples, are you?’ ‘No,’
he said, ‘I am not.’ Because it was cold, the household servants and
the guards had made a charcoal fire. They stood around it, warming
themselves, and Peter stood with them, warming himself.... As
Simon Peter was standing by the fire warming himself, they asked
him again, ‘You're not one of his disciples, are you?’ He denied it,
saying, ‘No, I am not.’ But one of the household slaves of the high
priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked,
‘Didn’t I see you out there in the olive grove with Jesus?’ Again
Peter denied it. And immediately a rooster crowed.”

      John 18:15-18,25-27 (NLT)

“At dawn Jesus was standing on the beach, but the disciples couldn’t
see who he was. He called out, ‘Fellows, have you caught any fish?’
‘No,’ they replied. Then he said, ‘Throw out your net on the
right-hand side of the boat, and you’ll get some!’ So they did, and
they couldn’t haul in the net because there were so many fish in it.
Then [John]... said to Peter, ‘It’s the Lord!’ When Simon Peter heard
that it was the Lord, he...jumped into the water, and headed to shore.
The others stayed with the boat and pulled the loaded net to the
shore, for they were only about a hundred yards from shore. When
they got there, they found breakfast waiting for them - fish cooking
over a charcoal fire, and some bread.”          John 21:4-9 (NLT)

“After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do
you love me...?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ Peter replied, ‘you know I love you.’
‘Then feed my lambs,’ Jesus told him. Jesus repeated the question:
‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ Peter said, ‘you
know I love you.’ ‘Then take care of my sheep,’ Jesus said. A third
time he asked him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter was
hurt that Jesus asked the question a third time. He said, ‘Lord, you
know everything. You know that I love you.’ Jesus said, ‘Then feed
my sheep’.... Then Jesus told him, ‘Follow me.’”

           John 21:15-17,19 (NLT)
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“And face it-if there’s no resurrection for Christ, everything we’ve
told you is smoke and mirrors, and everything you’ve staked your
life on is smoke and mirrors. Not only that, but we would be guilty of
telling a string of barefaced lies about God, all these affidavits we
passed on to you verifying that God raised up Christ - sheer
fabrications, if there’s no resurrection.... But the truth is that Christ
has been raised up....”      1 Corinthians 15:13-15,17-20 (Msg)

I.    Mary Magdalene - Grief                                                           
“Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she wept, she
stooped and looked in. She saw two white-robed angels, one sitting at
the head and the other at the foot of the place where the body of Jesus
had been lying. ‘Dear woman, why are you crying?’ the angels asked
her. ‘Because they have taken away my Lord,’ she replied, ‘and I
don’t know where they have put him.’”      John 20:11-13 (NLT)

“She turned to leave and saw someone standing there. It was Jesus,
but she didn’t recognize him. ‘Dear woman, why are you crying?’
Jesus asked her. ‘Who are you looking for?’ She thought he was the
gardener. ‘Sir,’ she said, ‘if you have taken him away, tell me where
you have put him, and I will go and get him.’ ‘Mary!’ Jesus said. She
turned to him and cried out, ‘Rabboni!’ (which is Hebrew for
‘Teacher’).”      John 20:14-16 (NLT)

“And regarding the question, friends, that has come up about what
happens to those already dead and buried, we don’t want you in the
dark any longer. First off, you must not carry on over them like
people who have nothing to look forward to, as if the grave were the
last word. Since Jesus died and broke loose from the grave, God will
most certainly bring back to life those who died in Jesus. And then
this: We can tell you with complete confidence - we have the


