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Charter School: Bringing
iIdeas to the table

Latoya Lonelodge
Senior Reporter

The Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribes State Tribal Educa-
tion Partnership (STEP) pro-
gram hosted their first charter
school informational meeting
on May 14 at the Concho
Emergency Response Center
in Concho, Okla.

With educators and com-
munity members attending
the meeting, the objective
was to get input from the
community on what they pic-
ture in a graduate and share

thoughts of what a Cheyenne
and Arapaho based charter
school might look like.

In 2020 the Cheyenne and
Arapaho Tribes Department
of Education (CADOE) had
undergone restructuring in their strategic planning. In the
process, the department’s Executive Director Carrie Whitlow
said goals were created in what the department wanted to ac-
complish collectively in education.

“What do we want for the picture? What do we want for
our families? What do we want for our students? What type
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Bernadette Anderson, Academic Development Institute addresses attendees of the char-
ter school informational meeting at the Concho Emergency Response Center. (Photo /

of education do we want to provide and what does that look
like?” are some of the questions Whitlow asked those in at-
tendance.

Being a part of Tribal Education Departments National
Assembly (TEDNA), Whitlow said she has also been able
to see what other tribes are doing with their education de-
partments. From there, con-
versations ensued on what CHARTER SCHOOL / pg. 4
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When dreams

become

reality

Arapaho citizen of the Cheyenne
and Arapaho Tribes takes her
place in the field of medicine

Rosemary Stephens
Editor-in-Chief

Hanna Ott dreamed of be-
ing a veterinarian when she
was a little girl. Her dream
changed directions in middle
school when she was impact-
ed by her own health issues,
and knew she wanted to grow
up to practice medicine.

This year that dream was
fulfilled when Ott walked
across the stage at Louisiana
State University, accepting
her Doctor of Medicine de-
gree.

“I knew early on I want-
ed to pursue medicine, and
everyone tells you to have a
backup plan, but I was pretty
hard set on it,” Ott said.

It was during her middle
school years Ott was told by
a friend she had a really big
neck. Shocked by the state-
ment, and at first offended,
Ott said she told her mom and
her mom said, ‘well it kind of
does look big actually.’

It would turn out Ott was
diagnosed with thyroid dis-
ease and after that experience
she began to learn more about
her own health, about biology
and how to take care of her-
self, which led to her interest to pursue med-
icine in college.

“I heard a lot of confusing words back
then, but now I have figured them out,” she
said laughing. “T’ll be on medication for the
rest of my life, but it is manageable.”

Ott would eventually end up being diag-
nosed with Graves’ disease and undergoing
radioactive iodine treatment. Graves’ disease
is an abnormal immune system response that

Hanna Ott graduated from Louisiana State University
with a Doctor of Medicine degree. (Submitted photo)

causes the thyroid gland to produce too much
thyroid hormone. It is a chronic condition,
however manageable with treatment and
medication.

From that experience Ott knew from that
point on she would pursue medicine as her
career. She grew up in Lafayette, Louisiana,
and graduated Lafeyette High School. Ott
completed her pre-health major in college
and graduated with a degree in biology and a
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Chief Harding Levi (center) is recognized during the
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Mustang Public School Board meeting on May 13 in Mus-
tang, Okla. (Photos courtesy of Mustang Public Schools)

Cheyenne Chief
Harding Levi
graduates in regalia

By Kimberly Burk, Tribal Tribune Correspondent

MUSTANG - Thirty-one
graduates representing nine
Native American tribes wore
regalia during Mustang High
School’s May 16 commence-
ment ceremony, including
Cheyenne Peace Chief Hard-
ing Levi.

Katy Patterson, coordina-
tor of Indian education for
the school district, said see-
ing Levi wearing his head-
dress and chief’s blanket
and carrying his fan “was a
special moment for all of our
Native students. It speaks for

Harding, but it was also huge
for all the little kids who
were in the stands at gradu-
ation.”

Levi, 18, was also able to
share his culture during the
May 13 board meeting of
Mustang Public Schools.

“This has been an excit-
ing opportunity for our dis-
trict, to recognize a student
for his accomplishments
and leadership skills, while
also highlighting and honor-
ing his traditional Cheyenne
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Alan Fletcher places Harding Levi’s headdress upon
his head while Cheyenne Chief Gordon Yellowman (1) and
Cheyenne abnd Arapaho Tribes Gov. Reggie Wassana (r)
look on.
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Cheyenne and Arapaho youth achieves
co-salutatorian for Canton High School

By Latoya Lonelodge, Senior Reporter

(CANTON, OK) Following what has
become a family tradition, Cheyenne and
Arapaho youth Sariah Vargas, 18, will grad-
uate the top of her class as co-salutatorian
for Canton High School’s graduating class of
2024, out of Canton, Okla.

In 2022, Vargas’ brother Solomon Var-
gas received valedictorian for his graduating
class at Canton High School and in 1999 Var-
gas’ mother Karen Nicole Four Horns also
received valedictorian for her graduation
class at Canton. It came as no surprise to Var-
gas when she learned she would be co-salu-
tatorian for her graduating class.

Striving to achieve top of her class suc-
cess, Vargas said she put in a lot of work
studying over the course of her senior year.

“I put in a lot of hard work and hours after
school trying to get the work done that I had
to do and I always kept track of my grades
and made sure that they were up there,” Var-
gas said.

As co-salutatorian, Vargas maintained a
3.96 GPA and will be graduating alongside
over 20 other students in her graduating class.

“I was very happy about it because all that
hard work paid off and I made it second in
rank, in class rankings, I was really happy
about it and grateful and I wanted to tell a lot
of people at the time,” Vargas said.

Vargas said she happened to find out the
news when a friend told her, however she had
already had a feeling she had a good chance
of being top of her class in academics.

“I had a thought that there was a chance
that I was going to be salutatorian, but I just
wasn’t sure yet because they hadn’t figured
out grades yet and processed all of that, I ac-
tually found out through my friend when she
messaged me and congratulated me on it. I
was surprised because I didn’t know,” Vargas
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said.

Putting in the hard work over her senior
year to ensure her grades were top of her
class, Vargas’ study habits required a lot of
motivation.

“Whenever 1 got homework assigned to
me [ would always try to get it done as soon
as possible, like in class because that’s like
where I’'m most motivated to do my work
and if not in class, I would of course bring
any work home with me and just study a lot,”
Vargas said.

As co-salutatorian, Vargas will be re-
quired to deliver a speech at her graduation
ceremony.

“I am happy of course, but I also have to
give a speech in front of a lot of people and
I’m kind of nervous about that, but other than
that it’s very exciting,” Vargas said.

Throughout her time in high school, Var-
gas said what she enjoyed the most is com-
municating and getting to talk with others,
interacting with fellow classmates and fac-
ulty.

“As a kid and I guess becoming a teen-
ager in my school years, I was never really
talkative much and towards my sophomore
and junior year I started to get more out of
my shell and during my senior year this year,
talking has become like really big for me and
I just enjoyed a lot of conversations I’ve had
with teachers and classmates,” Vargas said.

Teachers and faculty who’ve personal-
ly interacted with Vargas during her time at
Canton High School also had much to say
about Vargas and how she’s made an impact.

Kayce Thompson, College Algebra and
Trigonometry teacher at Canton High School
described Vargas as a fantastic student, as
she’s had her in classes such as geometry,
college algebra, trigonometry and algebra I.

“Since she has been a
freshman I’ve had her for
three different times, every
time I’ve had her she has
blossomed into a more confi-
dent student, she is extreme-
ly intelligent, very fair in all
her dealings with her fellow
students, I just really enjoyed
having her in class,” Thomp-
son said.

And hearing the news of
Vargas being co-salutatorian,
Thompson said it’s a great
achievement.

“She is studious, so it was
not really a surprise to me
that she was going to get an
honor like that, it’s well de-
served,” Thompson said.

Canton High School Sci-
ence Teacher, Ashlea Dow-
ell said her daughter was a
classmate of Vargas when
she first met her in elemen-
tary school. Dowell became
Vargas® teacher when she
was a high school freshman
in physical science, she also
taught Vargas in earth science
and chemistry.

“Sariah is an outstand-
ing student and an ever bet-
ter person, she is intelligent,
but humble, she is kind and

respectful, I would say her
strongest subjects are math
and science, but honestly she
is good at everything,” Dow-
ell said.

Proud of Vargas’ accom-
plishment as a student at
Canton High School, Dowell
said Vargas has always main-
tained good grades and has
earned high test scores.

“I am extremely proud of
Sariah ... she is in a very ac-
ademically competitive class
and is one of the very best
students,” Dowell said.

Dowell continued to de-
scribe Vargas as a one of a
kind student.

“Sariah is one of a kind,
she is simply amazing and as
a teacher, I was lucky to be
able to be part of her educa-
tional journey. She is going
to do great things in her life
and is not only an excellent
role model for all students,”
Dowell said.

Varga’s worth ethic and
sweet spirit are what come to
mind when reflecting on her
time at Canton High School,
Angie Kemp, Canton High
School Library media spe-
cialist said.

As Kemp did not have
Vargas in class, she had de-
veloped a good relationship
with Vargas when she got to know her at the
beginning of the school year when Vargas
was helping her work on the library page for
the school website.

“Sariah is a positive light and an exam-
ple for other students, she is very intelligent,
but intelligence will not carry one through
if willingness to work hard is not part of
the equation. I believe Sariah will use her
intelligence, work ethic, and positivity to
take her far in life,” Kemp said.

Apart from academics, Vargas has been
in media and yearbook as well as the school
newspaper for extra curricular activities and
enjoys video gaming in her spare time.

During her time at Canton school, Vargas
said what was most rewarding to her was par-
taking in opportunities to learn and to also be
of help to others.

“Like from the yearbook class that I’ve
had, I was definitely given more opportuni-
ties to learn about Photoshop and website ed-
iting ... it’s really nice to help others when-
ever they need it and help with their work,”
Vargas said.

And while being at the top of her class
may have looked easy for Vargas, she said it
was challenging at times. Especially when it
came to procrastination.

“I used to be awful at that when we first
started high school and I would get my work
done on time but doing it last minute just
made everything more stressful than it had to
be, but I've started to manage my time better
and [ started to do work whenever I had free
time or during class and that just made it a lot
better for me and ever since then, it’s gotten a
lot better,” Vargas said.
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Sariah Vargas graduates top of her 2024 class as co-salu-
tatorian for Canton High School. (Submitted photos)

Vargas’ advice for other students wanting
to be top of their class is to stay up to task.

“Staying up to task with work is a really
good thing to keep track of and not procras-
tinating will also be really helpful and just
focusing on schoolwork a lot of the time is
pretty helpful with that,” Vargas said.

Having the most impact on her and her ac-
ademics, Vargas said her family has been her
biggest supporter.

“First my mom because she always in-
spired me to do good in school and she was
always there for me like helping me whenev-
er I asked her for help, my brothers because
they were always there for me too, gave me
advice when needed and helped me with my
work and my dad as well, for also helping me
and giving me advice and just being there for
me pretty much,” Vargas said.

After graduation, Vargas plans to attend
the University of Central Oklahoma (UCO)
alongside her brother and will be majoring
in computer science. Vargas’ college scholar-
ships include the Canton State Bank Scholar-
ship, UCO Freshman Distinction Scholarship
and Oklahoma Promise.

“I hope to maybe make my own company
or work for one of the big technical compa-
nies out there,” Vargas said.

Sariah’s parents are Karen Nicole Four
Horns and Solomon Vargas, Sr. Her mater-
nal grandparents are Karen Williams Four
Horns and the late Lester Four Horns, Sr.,
and her paternal grandparents are the late
Reynaldo Vargas and Rosalie Vargas. Sariah
has two siblings, Solomon Vargas, Jr., and
Nakai Four Horns. Sariah is enrolled Chey-
enne and Arapaho and also affiliated with the
Lakota Sioux.

A touch of Cheyenne and Arapaho at the Oklahoma State Capitol

On May 13, 2024 a stun-
ning art piece was installed
in the Capitol rotunda de-
picting two wildland fire-
fighters, Nate Charley and
Rossi Harjo, both citizens
of the Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes. The painting
was done by Lucas Sim-
mons, an acclaimed artist
from Shawnee, Okla.

Below are statements
from both Nathan Charley
and Rossi Harjo:

“Nii’ooke (good morn-
ing). I feel really honored
and amazed that I’ll be de-
picted in a mural for gen-
erations to come. Its surreal
to me, that I was chosen
to be a part of an historic
art project. To be a model
for Oklahoma State Motto
Suite. Labor Omnis Vincit
(work conquers all. I’ll be
representing the northwest
quadrant of Oklahoma. I
was born in Oklahoma City
and raised in Geary Okla.

I’'m a Cheyenne and Arap-
aho tribal citizen, Arapaho
and Navajo descent. Also,
I’'m a wildland firefight-
er for the Cheyenne and
Arapaho Fire management.
I just try to make the most
of everyday. With a will-
ingness to learn and chal-
lenge myself. It’s hard but
you have to have a positive
mindset to accomplish your
goals, I’m really thankful,
again, Hahou (thank you),”
Nathan Charley stated.

“l want to give praise
and thanks to Neixoo Bee-
teen (God most high) first
and foremost for allowing
me the opportunity to be
depicted in this beautiful
painting. 1 also want to
thank the artist Lucas Sim-
mons for allowing me to
work with him. I am truly
honored, extremely bless-
ed, and proud to represent
not only my family but also
our tribe. When I see my-

self and my cousin Nate
I see representatives of
southern Arapaho people.
I know it makes our fami-
ly proud of us. I was on the
Lame Deer fire in August
2021 helping our northern
Cheyenne people and it’s a
great honor to see the hard
work of tribal members be
recognized. | just wish that
my late grandmother Pau-
line Harjo could have seen
this. It brings me joy to
know that our tribal youth
can go to the state capitol
and see this painting and
actually have a connection
with it. That is probably
what excites me the most
about this moment. | want
to say thank you to our
tribe for showing its love
and support for us. This is
a huge honor for us all as
a community and as a Peo-
ple. Hahou,” Rossi Harjo
stated.

Rossi Harjo and Nathan Charley, both citizens of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes,
attend the installation of a painting depicting them both in their wild land firefighting uni-
forms. Pictuted I-r: Cheyenne and Arapaho Gov. Reggie Wassana, Harjo, Charley, artist
Lucas Simmons and LaRenda Morgan. (Submitted photo)
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Redlands Community College
graduates over 250 students

(EL RENO, OK) Redlands Community
College recently celebrated the graduation
of more than 250 students during its spring
commencement ceremony that included a
keynote address from college alumni Chris-
tian Wassana, actor and founder of the I am, I
can, I will movement.

“We are proud of these graduates who
have demonstrated the dedication and drive
that will serve them well in the future,” said
Redlands President Jena Marr. “Redlands is a
special college because of the students who
have chosen to get their start on promising
careers on our campus. Christian Wassana is
one of those students who earned a degree
here and then pursued a bachelor’s degree at
OU before embarking on an incredible ca-
reer.”

Wassana, a citizen of the Cheyenne and
Arapaho Tribes and a graduate of El Reno
High School, has spent the past few years
working in television and film as an actor and
director’s assistant. His current project is the
hit Paramount Network series Yellowstone.
He is also the founder and owner of the T am,
I can, I will movement where he uses his mo-
tivational talents as a tool to reach and impact
the lives of youth and communities around
the country.

“I take so much pride in my communi-
ty, my people and my town,” Wassana said.
“Five years ago I sat in these seats and to see
all of you graduating and to be in this atmo-
sphere of success brings me such joy and so
much happiness.”

Redlands commencement ceremony rec-
ognized graduates who have earned degrees
that have prepared them to continue their
education at a four-year university or begin
making an impact in the workforce. Over
50 of the students graduated with more than
one degree or certificate. Graduates received
associate degrees in Arts, Applied Science
and Science, as well as Certificates of Mas-
tery in areas such as Artificial Insemination
in Livestock, Child Development, Criminal
Justice-Law Enforcement, Enterprise Devel-
opment, Human/Social Services Assistant,
Personal Trainer and Sustainable Food Sys-
tems Technology.

Carlie Golden of Calumet graduated sum-
ma cum laude with an Associate of Arts de-
gree in Criminal Justice and a Certificate of
Mastery in Criminal Justice-Law Enforce-
ment. With plans to double major in Forensic
Science Investigation and Criminal Justice at
the University of Central Oklahoma, Golden
believes Redlands has prepared her well for
the next phase of her education.

“I have had a wonderful time at Redlands
connecting with other students and the teach-
ers,” Golden said. “I especially loved getting
to become friends with Dr. Julie and having
great mentors like Julie Lamb and Debbie
Newberry.”

A college degree is a significant invest-
ment of time and money, and although
Redlands hasn’t increased tuition in several
years, many students work to save money
and apply for scholarships to be able to earn
their degree with very little to no debt.

“The financial aid I received has helped
me tremendously,” said Kayelyn Chalepah of
El Reno. “A variety of financial assistance,
including a grant from the Cheyenne and
Arapaho Tribes, made it possible for me to
focus on my classes, and now I’m prepared
to transfer to a university to complete my ed-
ucation in radiology.”

Bailey Denwalt of El Reno also benefited
from financial assistance during her time at
Redlands and is ready to continue her educa-
tion at the University of Oklahoma, pursuing
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in account-
ing.

“The scholarships that Redlands provided
to me were a huge financial relief and have
set me up to continue my education goals,”
Denwalt said.

While the graduates are ready to take the
next step in their education or careers, many
of them leave Redlands with fond memories
of faculty, staff and courses.

“My experience was the best. Everyone
treated people with kindness and respect,”
said Virginia Hartfield of Watonga, who com-
pleted a Certificate of Mastery in Criminal
Justice-Law Enforcement.

Nursing graduates were honored during
a pinning ceremony prior to commencement

exercises. For a complete list
of graduates and their honors,
visit ~ www.redlandscc.edu/
graduation.

Local graduates include
Austin Arnold, Associate in
Arts, Allie Harris, Associate
in Arts, and McKinley Stilley,
Associate in Arts, all of Cal-
umet.

El Reno - Mindy Allen,
Associate in  Arts, Rilee
Ashley, Associate in Arts/
Certificate of Mastery, Bree
Brewster, Associate in Arts,
Lakesha Brown, Certificate
of Mastery, Aaron Broyles,
Associate in Science/Cer-
tificate of Mastery, Kayelyn
Chalepah, Associate in Arts,
Kristina Conner, Associate
in Arts, Rebecca Craig, As-
sociate in Science/Certificate
of Mastery, Gavin Crawford,
Associate in Arts, Bailey
Denwalt, Associate in Arts,
Boston Ellison, Associate in
Arts, Ashlyn Evans-Thomp-
son, Associate in Arts, Kath-
erine Ferrell, Associate in
Science, and Carlie Golden,
Associate in Arts/Certificate
of Mastery.

Also, Jasmine Harp, Asso-
ciate in Applied Science/Cer-
tificate of Mastery, Hayley Hodge, Associate
in Arts, Hannah Dustin, Certificate of Mas-
tery, Madison Jones, Associate in Arts, Jes-
sica Kanehl, Certificate of Mastery, Matthew
Kasbohm, Associate in Arts, Joey Lierle,
Associate in Arts, Lesly Lopez, Associate in
Arts, Landon Moore, Associate in Arts, Mea-
sia Moore, Associate in Arts, Michael Moore,
Associate in Applied Science/Certificate of
Mastery, Avery Peffer, Associate in Arts,
Deeanna Phillips, Certificate of Mastery,
Nicholas Polasky, Associate in Arts, Yolan-
da Robb, Associate in Arts, Ashlie Schwab,
Associate in Arts, Breagan Schweitzer, As-
sociate in Arts, Elijah Shafer, Associate in

Christian Wassana, citizen of the Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribes, delivers the commencement speech at Redlands
Community College graduation,. Wassana earned his asso-
ciate’s degree from Redlands and then went on to earn his
bachelor’s degree from the University of Oklahoma.

Arts, Alixzandria Snyder, Associate in Arts/
Certificate of Mastery, Grace Starks, Asso-
ciate in Applied Science, and Emily Walker,
Associate in Arts.

And Payton Kerby, Associate in Arts,
Abigail Mcllvain, Associate in Arts, Bryce
Reese, Associate in Science/Certificate of
Mastery/Associate in Science/Certificate of
Mastery, and Harlie Smith, Associate in Arts,
all of Okarche; Ethan Adcox, Associate in
Arts, Cal Baker, Associate in Science, Caleb
Dixon, Associate in Arts, and John Hilliard,
Associate in Science, all of Piedmont; and
Alexis Archer, Associate in Arts/Certificate
of Mastery, and Jordan Schmidt, Associate in
Arts of Union City.

National Native American Hall of Fame
announces the 2024 Hall of Fame inductees

Hall of Fame will enshrine six contemporary Native American icons on Oct. 5 in Oklahoma City

OKLAHOMA CITY
-- The National Native

author

federal
that resulted in a $15 mil-

ton, D.C. Crooks served as
the longtime chairman of the

legislation

2022 Ecotrust Indigenous
Leadership Awards (ILA)

American Hall of Fame is
pleased to announce the six
outstanding individuals re-
ceiving induction into the
2024 Hall of Fame class.
The 2024 National Native
American Hall of Fame
class’s contributions to Indi-
an Country span disciplines
such as government, law,
journalism, education, advo-
cacy and the arts. They will
be honored at a gala on Oct.
5 at the First Americans Mu-
seum in Oklahoma City.

The 2024 inductees in-
clude Henrietta Mann, Stan-
ley Crooks (posthumous),
Franklin Ducheneaux, Julie
Kitka, Veronica Homer Mur-
dock (posthumous) and “Te
Ata,” aka Mary Thompson
Fisher (posthumous).

Henrietta Mann, South-
ern Cheyenne. Mann is a
celebrated activist, educator,
professor, and leading fig-
ure in developing programs
devoted to Native American
studies and education. As a
former elected tribal official
for the Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes, Mann helped

lion settlement from the US
government in 1967 as part
of the Indian Claims Com-
mission. Mann has been in-
tegral in developing Native
American studies at colleges
and universities nationwide.
In 2000, she became the first
Native American to hold the
endowed chair of Native
American studies at Mon-
tana State University and
was honored with the Mon-
tana Governor’s Humanities
Award. In 2021, The Nation-
al Endowment for the Hu-
manities awarded Mann the
National Humanities Medal.
Mann recently celebrated
her 90th birthday.

Stanley Crooks, Shako-
pee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community. Crooks became
a national Native Ameri-
can leader during his twen-
ty-year tenure as Chairman
of the Shakopee Mdewakan-
ton Sioux Community. He
was a lifetime member of
the National Congress of
American Indians, helping
establish the Embassy of
Tribal Nations in Washing-

Minnesota Indian Gaming
Association and represented
the SMSC at the National
Indian Gaming Association.

Franklin  Ducheneaux,
Cheyenne River  Sioux
Tribe. Ducheneaux played a
crucial role in crafting virtu-
ally every landmark piece of
Native American legislation
before Congress, including
the Indian Self-Determina-
tion and Education Assis-
tance Act of 1975, the Indian
Health Care Improvement
Act, the American Indian
Religious Freedom Act, the
Indian Child Welfare Act,
the 1982 Indian Mineral De-
velopment Act, and, in 1990,
the Native American Graves
Repatriation Act.

Julie Kitka, Chugach
Tribe / Alaska. Kitka was a
long-serving president of the
Alaska Federation of Na-
tives (AFN) and served on
Chugach’s Board for more
than two decades. In 2021,
Kitka received the Walter
J. Hickel Award for Distin-
guished Public Policy Lead-
ership. She also received the

for her tireless commitment
to ensuring and advancing
the rights of Alaska Natives.

Veronica Homer Mur-
dock, Colorado River Indi-
an Tribes—Mohave. Mur-
dock was the first woman
president of the National
Congress of American In-
dians and one of the found-
ers of Women Empowering
Women for Indian Nations
(WEWIN). She served in the
tribal administration as vice
chair of the Colorado River
Tribes from 1969 to 1979
and between 1977 and 1979.

“Te Ata,” Mary Thomp-

son Fisher, Chickasaw
Nation. Fisher was an
award-winning  storyteller

and trained actress whose
one-woman interpretations
of American Indian folk-
lore earned her national
and international acclaim
throughout her 70-year ca-
reer. She traveled the world,
performing for world leaders
and heads of state, including
President Franklin D. Roos-
evelt and Queen Elizabeth.
Fisher was named the La-

Dr. Henrietta Mann will be one of five inducted into the
National Native American Hall of Fame Class of 2024.
Mann recently celebrated her 90th birthday.

dies’ Home Journal Wom-
an of the Year in 1976. She
was inducted into the Okla-
homa Hall of Fame in 1957
and named Oklahoma’s first
Official “State Treasure” in
1987.

For more information on

the National Native Ameri-
can Hall of Fame induction
ceremony or to purchase
sponsorships, please vis-
it nativehalloffame.org or
contact CEO James Shield
at james@nativehalloffame.
org.

Rosemary Stephens, Editor-in-Chief
405-422-7446 / rmstephens @cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov

Cheyenne and Arapaho

T r 1 b a 1

T r i b u n e

Latoya Lonelodge, Senior Reporter/Ad Executive
405-422-7608 / llonelodge @cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov

1600 E. Hwy 66, Suite 8, El Reno OK / P. O. Box 38, Concho, OK 73022 Fax: 405-422-8204

Society of Professional Journalists members

OKLAHOMA

PRESS

Oklahoma Press Association member

ﬁ?“ Indigenous Journalists Association member

DISCLAIMER: Letters to the editor, opinions and commentaries do not reflect the views of the Tribune unless specified. Correspondence must be signed and include a return address and telephone number for ver-
ification, otherwise it will not be published. The Tribune reserves the right to edit letters for clarity and length. Submission of a letter does not guarantee its publication.
Printed by Lindsay Web Press, Lindsay, Okla. The Tribune is the official newspaper of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes.

2010-2023 INDIGENOUS JOURNALISTS ASSOCIATION MEDIA AWARD WINNER -- 2012-2017 AWARD WINNER OF THE OPA BETTER NEWSPAPER CONTEST

2020-2021 SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL JOURNALIST/OK CHAPTER MEDIA AWARD WINNER




PAGE 4

DOCTOR OF MEDICINE

continued from pg. 1

minor in chemistry from
the University of Louisi-
ana-Lafeyette.

“After college I had
four more years of med-
ical school and then the
residency I chose was to
do family medicine so I
will be doing three years
of residence training be-
ginning July 1,” Ott said.

Ott matched with her
top choice of residency
at South Baldwin Re-
gional Hospital in Foley,
Alabama. Her interest is
doing outpatient primary
care mostly but said she
might do geriatrics and
nursing homes as well.

“It would be very re-
warding to hear all the
life experiences from old-
er patients,” Ott said.

Growing up in high
school Ott was involved
in a lot of extracurricular
activities including Key
Club, Junior Beta, Na-
tional Honor Society, and
spending time with her
family and friends were
her biggest enjoyment.

When she began col-
lege she applied for a
“Rural Scholars Track”
offered at her universi-
ty, where in exchange
for five years of service
in rural Louisiana, they
would cover her tuition.
After her residency in
Alabama, Ott will return
to Louisiana to fulfill her
five years of service in a
rural community some-
where in Louisiana.

According to 2022-
2023 data from the Asso-
ciation of American Med-
ical Colleges (AAMC),
only 1% of total enrolled

Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune

medical students identi-
fy as American Indian/
Alaskan Native (AI/AN),
compared to 2.9% of the
2021 U.S. population.
The underrepresentation
of AI/AN individuals is
even worse among prac-
ticing physicians, accord-
ing to the 2021 AAMC
State Physician Work-
force Report, only 4,104
(0.4%) of active physi-
cians in the United States
identify as AI/AN.

“If you are worried
about finances, there are
so many Native Amer-
ican organizations that

Hanna Ott with her father John Ott, her sister Abbey Ott
and her mother (far right) Stacy Oftt.

Tsistsistas & Hinonoei

provide financial aid re-
sources, mentorship and
unique opportunities. I
am really grateful for all
those opportunities I re-
ceived and honestly, I
would not be here with-
out the grace of God, the
support of my family, my
tribe and my husband
who has been my rock
through everything,” Ott
said.

Ott, Arapaho, is a cit-
izen of the Cheyenne
and Arapaho Tribes. Her
mother is Stacy Ott and
her father is John Ott. She
has two siblings, Abbey
Ott and Mason Ott, who
also just graduated with
his Juris Doctor of Law
degree. Her maternal
grandparents are Robert
and Carlene Beach. Her
paternal grandparents are
the late Edward Ott and
Rochelle Ott. Her mater-
nal  great-grandparents
are Mary Nita Lump-
mouth and Carl Monroe
Nowlin. She is married to

Dean S Drwe-mu Pawn .Shup
2617 S Robinson-0OKC, OK

www.deanspawn.com

405.239.2774

"OK('s Oldest Pawn Shop”

Dylan O’Halloran.

Hanna Ott with her husband Dylan O’Halloran.
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would be prioritized in teachings, such as
language and culture.

“We want to teach that in our early child-
hood centers and head start, but how do we
do that because it’s easy to say a goal but
when you have to sit down and execute that
goal and asking how, you don’t know how
to do that, you have to be able to bring on
people to show you how to do that,” Whit-
low said.

Whitlow said the department started
working with consultants Mario Molina,
Indigenous Solutions and Bernadette Ander-
son, Academic Development Institute, and in
the process of conversations, the STEP grant
notice had come out, with one priority be-
ing to focus on a charter school framework.
Wanting to provide education for tribal cit-
izens, the tribes’ education department ap-
plied for the grant with that goal in mind as
the bigger picture. The STEP grant would
allow them to plan for a charter school and
serve as a three-year grant with funding over
$1.2 million.

“Really that’s just the big picture, big vi-
sion and things and so this grant is just essen-
tially a three-year planning grant of answer-
ing those questions of what does a framework
look like for Cheyenne and Arapaho families
and students. Where do we want it, what type
of curriculum, what’s going to be innovative
about this charter school?” Whitlow stated.

Coming into year two of the grant, the De-
partment of Education staff, along with tribal
leadership, have visited other charter schools
across the U.S. to get firsthand experience
and insight of what it takes to run a charter
school. Some of the charter schools they vis-
ited included Wyoming Indian Schools and
Arapahoe Schools in Wyoming, Old Main
Stream Academy in North Carolina, the Na-
tive American Community Academy in New
Mexico and Hawai’i charter schools.

“Myself and our staff that work with the
grant, we aren’t charter school experts, but
we can bring to the table those type of peo-
ple, We have been having these conversa-
tions, trainings about charter schools 101, so
we know the basics and we’ve gone to these
visits,” Whitlow said.

Whitlow said what’s unique about having
the informational meeting is having commu-

nity members, tribal elders and educators
present.

“We want to show them what we’re do-
ing, but then also getting their feedback right
because we can want this all day long, but it
has to go beyond us, we have to have com-
munity buy-in, we have to have elder buy-in,
really seeing what’s possible and saying that
we’re going to do this together,” Whitlow
said.

With the objective focused on a char-
ter school that’s centered on Cheyenne and
Arapaho language, culture and worldview
values, the department wants to be able to
offer those things in the community. Bring-
ing in help for building capacity for a future
charter school was Priscilla Maynor, founder
of ImaginEd Partners LLC.

“We partnered with Carrie Whitlow and
her program to seek out a grant for a STEP
grant for developing a charter school, we’re
doing the planning for a charter school and
so we are partners in that project helping
mainly to build their capacity, professional
development, have a better understanding of
the planning process and what to include,”
Maynor said.

Maynor said the discussion of the infor-
mational meeting was mainly focused on
what the vision for the school would be and
getting community input in terms of what a
Cheyenne and Arapaho graduate would look
like.

“Once we get the portrait of the grad-
uate defined, that really becomes the north
star and all the other decisions made about
the school, what the school will look like,
what the curriculum will look like, what the
language will look like, all of those things
will be driven by that portrait of a graduate,”
Maynor said.

The benefits associated with a charter
school opposed to a traditional public school
is it gives parents choices, as parents or
guardians and grandparents know their chil-
dren best.

“They know what works in terms of their
learning, so I think having a choice of finding
the right school and the right fit, lots of times
students are bound to attending a school that
is really based on their zip code and where
they live and they’re assigned a district and

they have no choice in terms
of that educational program,”
Maynor said.

Maynor said the most im-
portant factor is it gives par-
ents a choice of selecting a
school that may be a better
fit, and it’s an opportunity for
a tribe to really build out a
model school that’s centered
around the Cheyenne Arap-
aho culture and values and
traditions and customs so that
those can be passed along,
including a language passed
along generation to genera-
tion.

After after the informa-
tional meeting, the design
team will meet and look at
the information and input that
was gathered and prioritize
what are some of the themes
as it relates to what the por-
trait of a graduate should be.

“So that is the next step of
prioritizing to create that and
from there, the development
of the vision of the school,
the mission for the school and
the goals for the school will be established,”
Maynor said.

Whitlow said many were invited to be a
part of the team, including tribal educators,
including Quinton Roman Nose, Dr. Henri-
etta Mann, Dr. Natalie Youngbull along with
tribal leadership, Cheyenne and Arapaho
Tribes Gov. Reggie Wassana, Chief of Staff
Teresa Dorsett and tribal legislators.

Throughout the informational meeting,
many questions were raised regarding the
proposed charter school such as location,
what curriculum will be taught and what
would be the funding sources. Questions and
community input would be further discussed
during the design team meeting and Whitlow
said there will be more informational meet-
ings to come.

As the meeting ended, many of the at-
tendees were encouraged to participate in
group activities to provide insight and ideas
of what they would want to see in a Chey-

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Dept. of Education Ex-
ecutive Director Carrie Whitlow discusses the STEP grant
and the possibility of a Cheyenne and Arapaho focused
charter school.

enne and Arapaho focused charter school for
youth. Putting their ideas on sticky notes,
there were posters dotted with the colorful
sticky notes full of recommendations and
ideas by the end of the meeting, “knowing
tribal education history” and “tribal history”
or “tribal constitution.”

With this being the first local charter
school informational meeting, Whitlow said
it’s exciting to hear the input, whether it’s
insightful or critical. Having youth see a
reflection of themselves in their education,
Whitlow said is important when it comes to
the tribe’s representation in education.

“If you can step into a school and you can
see teachers that look like you, you can see
a curriculum that reflects the values that you
value, the language that you value, the cul-
ture that you value and you can see a school
that’s reflected of your home, your commu-
nity, your family, that’s what important,”
Whitlow said.
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My name is Mona Con-
dulle-Hill. I’'m a citizen of
the Cheyenne and Arapaho
Tribes. I am a mother of five
children (ages 11-32), four
grandchildren (ages 7-10),
and | am married to Shawn
Hill who is a citizen of the
Kiowa Tribe.

In 2024, 1 turned 54 years
old and I just celebrated 33
years of sobriety. Current-
ly, I work for the Cheyenne
and Arapaho Tribes Tradi-
tion Not Addiction (TNA)
Prevention Program as an
outreach specialist. The mis-
sion of the TNA program is
to raise awareness of sub-
stance abuse and to reduce
both underage drinking and
non-medical use of prescrip-
tion drugs within our service
area.

Since working for the
program, my desire to help
native people, especially the
youth, has grown tremen-
dously. I constantly find my-
self thinking of new ways to
help and to encourage our
young people within our tribe
or anyone in the community
who may be struggling with
drugs and/or alcohol, or any
type of substance abuse.

You may have heard of
Alcoholics Anonymous
(AA). If not, it’s a fellowship
of people who come together
to solve their drinking prob-

lem by using the 12 steps of
principles to maintain so-
briety. When practiced as a
way of life, they can expel
the obsession to drink and
enable the sufferer to re-
cover from alcoholism. The
primary purpose is to help
alcoholics to achieve sobri-
ety in anonymity. However,
I want to be the first to an-
nounce my sobriety, openly.
Why? Because my sobricty
is nothing to be ashamed
of. In fact, it’s probably one
of the most courageous and
selfless things I can do if I
know it can help and bring
healing to others who may be
on that same road I was on;
the road of destruction. I am
very proud when it comes to
sharing my story with others.
I have shared my story with
hundreds of youth at schools,
churches, and in the commu-
nities of the Cheyenne and
Arapaho Tribes service ar-
eas. It’s not something I do
because it’s in my job de-
scription. It’s something I do
because I truly care about the
future of Native people.
Unfortunately,  alcohol
and drugs have a strong hold
on our native people. It can
start at a very young age per-
haps in the home or simply
by peer pressure. It can also
start by mental health issues.
Many individuals with men-
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“R.O.L.E.” - Recovering
Out Loud Encourages

Submitted by Mona Condulle-Hill

tal health disorders turn to
substance abuse as a way to
self-medicate or cope with
their symptoms; therefore, I
want to encourage the youth
that it’s OK to say “No” to
drugs and alcohol, and you
can still be cool, and it’s
OK to ask for help if you
think you may be struggling
with mental health (i.e. de-
pression, anxiety, suicide
thoughts, etc.), you are not
alone. But what about those
who have been struggling for
a long time and may feel like
there’s no hope or nobody
cares? Well, I’'m here to tell
you someone does care and
it’s never too late to seek
help until it’s too late. All
you need to do is take that
first step in recognize “yes,
I do have a problem” then
reach out and ask for help.
There is help out there!

The TNA program pro-
vides cultural classes to the
community, we want our
native people to KEEP the
TRADITION and LOSE the
ADDICTION. We provide
resources as well for those
struggling with substance
abuse.

Once again, I am so hap-
py to take this opportunity to
announce my sobriety and
perhaps be a role model to
the youth in the Cheyenne
and Arapaho service area.

Mona Condulle-Hill

If you would like to be a
“Recovering Out Loud En-
courager (R.O.L.E.)” model,
too, and if you would like
to announce your recovery
out loud, I invite you to join
me and share your sobriety
story in the Cheyenne and
Arapaho Tribune. By doing
this, you may help others by
encouraging someone strug-
gling with substance abuse,
empowering them to seek
help, and let them know you
support them on the road to
recovery.

As always, 1 give God
all the glory and praise for
my sobriety. If not for Him,
I would not be here and
couldn’t have done it with-
out Him.

JOHNTSOODLE
Owner

1313 Van Kirk
Mtn. View, OK
73062

tel. (580) 375-9602
tel. (580) 375-9766

redtipiplumbing@yahoo.com
www.redtipiplumbing.com
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Billie kKorneen Williamd-Gained

Billie Koreen (Williams)
Gaines of Canton (Indian
name Ceheekuut meaning
Lightning), passed away
peacefully on May 9, 2024 at
Mercy Hospital in Oklahoma
City, at the age of 68. Koreen
was born July 20, 1955, in
Clinton, Okla.to Kenneth
and Ida (Nibbs) Williams.

She was raised in Canton
and attended Canton Schools.
Billie worked at Cheyenne
Industries in Fairview, Okla.
She moved to Oklahoma
City and while living there
she met her husband. She
was married to David Gaines
Sr. in on Dec. 22, 1975. She
moved to Irving, Texas and
worked as a cafeteria worker
for Coppell Schools in Cop-
pell, Texas. She lived there
with her husband and seven
children for 17 years. Since
1998, she moved back home
to Canton. She served a year
as a JOM Coordinator for the
Canton/Longdale area. She
loved spending time with her
grandchildren and the out-

beaded teepees and wreaths
for passed loved ones and
was very creative.

Billie is preceded in death
by her husband David Wil-
liam Gaines Sr., her parents,
Kenneth and Ida Williams,
four brothers, Seger Wil-
liams, Ted Williams, Tim
Williams and William Wil-
liams and three sisters, Ver-
na Lou Williams, Ida Mae
Williams Little Coyote and
Kathy Williams; nephew
Lester Levi Four Horns Jr.
and niece Amy Gould.

Surviving  family in-
clude seven children, Monty
Gaines of Oklahoma City,
Melissa Gaines and John of
Elgin, Okla., Michelle Bull-
coming and Aaron of Enid,
Okla., Markus Gaines and
Holly of El Reno, Okla., Da-
vid Gaines Jr. and Jeanine of
Sacramento, Calif., Sheena
Gaines and Russell of Mus-
tang, Okla., and Silvia Hurl-
but and Stephen of Oklaho-
ma City, three sisters, Karen
Four Horns, Gail Williams,

brothers, Richard Williams,
and Kenny Ray Williams, 12
grandchildren, Alex Gaines,
Destiny Berumen, Sabrina
Gaines, Hazel Gaines, Harp-
er Gaines, Houston Gaines,

Harlem Gaines, Luca
Gaines, Landon Gaines,
Cynthia Bullcoming, and

Baska Koshiway; and special
nephew Tyrone Littlecoyote.

An all-night wake service
was held May 12 was the
William’s residence in Can-
ton, Okla. A private family
funeral was held on May 13,
followed by an interment at
the Canton Cemetery under
the direction of Pierce Fu-
neral Home.

doors. She enjoyed making and Anna Williams; two
Robent Jamed Lundfonrd
Robert James Lunsford, Oklahoma Thunder, Okla-

aka” Bobo” was born May
26, 1987, to Lois J. Jackson
and James Paul Lunsford in
Clinton, Okla., and passed
away May 20, 2024 in his Ft.
Cobb home.

Bobo was raised in Col-
orado where he attended
school. He moved to Okla-
homa when he turned 18
years old so he could be ed-
ucated and learn his Chey-
enne and Arapaho traditional
ways and heritage. He loved
the native ways and tradi-
tions. He learned to bead and
earned his income by making
and selling his works of art.

He was baptized in the
Catholic faith; he loved to
fish, he had a love of hors-
es and just cruising with his
family and friends. He was
an avid sports fan, and he
favored the Denver Broncos,

homa University football,
and Colorado Avalanche Ice
Hockey.

He was a proud citizen of
the Cheyenne and Arapaho
Tribes. He enjoyed spending
time outdoors, and he loved
to sit and watch sunrises and
sunsets. He thought the sun-
sets were so beautiful that it
often would bring tears to his
eyes.

He is preceded in death by
his brother William Lunsford
and son Cole “Blue”
Lunsford.

He is survived by three
daughters, Mary Jane, Al-
exandria, and Mia and three
sons, Eliseo, Denver and
Eli, mother Lois J. Jackson
of Thornton, Colo., and fa-
ther James Paul Lunsford of
Amarillo, Texas, his com-
panion since 2015, Clarissa

Whiteskunk of Ft. Cobb,
two sisters, ReNee Lunsford
of Castle Rock, Colo., and
Cheyenne Lunsford of Am-
arillo, two brothers, Jesse
James Lunsford and Sam
Lunsford both of Amarillo.

An all-night wake ser-
vices was held May 24 at
the Clinton Emergency Re-
sponse Center in Clinton,
Okla. Funeral services were
held May 25, at the same
venue, officiated by Pastor
Mona Bearshield.

/i/a/aga/wt Ann //ow&ngwo!f

Margaret Ann (Hayes)
Howlingwolf (Magpie
Woman) was born April 20,
1942, to Lewis Littleman
and Cootsie (Hayes) Little-
man in Hammon, Okla. She
passed away May 23, 2024,
in the Bellevue Nursing
Home in Elk City, Okla.

Margaret Ann was raised
in Hammon and graduated
from Hammon High School
in 1960. She married Wesley
Dean Howlingwolf March
1963 in Cordell, Okla. They
made Arapaho, Okla., their
home. She worked at the
Clinton Elderly Nutrition
Center for the Cheyenne and
Arapaho Tribes. She cooked
for several years before she
retired.

She was a member of
the Hammon First Baptist
Church; she enjoyed going

to the casino, playing BIN-
GO and cooking. She was
well known for making good
fry bread.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, hus-
band Wesley Howlingwolf
Sr., daughter Jana Howling-
wolf, sister-in-law Leona
Hair and grandson Isaiah
Blevins.

She is survived by three
daughters, Rhonda Howl-
ingwolf of Clinton, Okla.,
Anita Spradlin of Oklahoma
City and Dena Howling-
wolf of Clinton, son Wesley
Howlingwolf Jr. of Eufaula,
Okla., and Byron Howling-
wolf of Arapaho, Okla., and
sister Irene Hayes, Hammon.
She is also survived by sev-
eral grandchildren and three
great grandchildren nieces,
nephews and other relatives.

Wake services were held
May 27 at the Clinton Indian
Baptist Church in Clinton,
Okla. Funeral services were
held May 28 at the Ham-
mon Emergency Response
Center, officiated by Pastor
Mona Bearshield and Past
Gerald Panana, followed by
an interment at the Hammon
Indian Cemetery under the
direction of Kiesau-Lee Fu-
neral Home.

Elda Mae Za/z,gfey

Elda Mae Langley, 72, of
Okarche, OK passed away
on Sunday, May 12, 2024.
Elda, the daughter of Elmer
Von Woudenberg and Win-
ona Bear Robe and loving
wife of 54 years to George
(Red) Langley was born on
May 28, 1951. She was a
hairdresser for 23 years be-
fore becoming a licensed
RN, which she worked as
until her retirement. She is
survived by her husband

George Langley, two daugh-
ters, Amy of Okarche, and
Kim of Glenpool, Okla., five
grandchildren (Tori, Loghan,
Trevor, Brock, and Sydney),
and three great-grandchil-
dren (AlexPayton, and Re-
ese). She was preceded in
death by her parents, sister
Katherine Chance and great
granddaughter Drew Kath-
erine Castleberry.

Funeral services were
held May 16 at the King-

fisher Emergency Response
Center in Kingfisher, Okla.

Ruttengord C VeZZow[y«%

Rutherford C. “Babes”
YellowEyes of El Reno died
May 18, 2024 at St. Antho-
ny Hospital in Oklahoma
City. Babes was born June
12, 1957 in Clinton, Okla.
He was raised in Waton-
ga, Okla., and attended Ft.
Sill Indian School, Haskell
Indian Nations University
and Oklahoma University.
He participated in the Sun
Dance, enjoyed softball and
was a avid OU fan.

He is survived by his
mother Doris Loneman

Hamilton, brothers, Lamont
YellowEyes Jr. and Samu-
el James YellowEyes and
many grandchildren.

His family preceding him
in death include his fathe
Lamont YellowEyes Sr,
stepfather Walter Roe Ham-
ilton, wife Myra Whitebuf-
falo, daughter Narcissa Hoof
and sister Thelma Lanum.

Wake services were held
May 24 at the Concho Emer-
gency Response Center in
Concho, Okla. Funeral ser-
vices were held May 25, at

the same venue, followed by
an interment at the Concho
Indian Cemetery under the
direction of Huber Benson
Funeral Home.



PAGE 6

Tsistsistas & Hinonoei

Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune Stsi ' ]

Congratulations Angelo!

Angelo graduated from West Moore
High School in Moore, Okla., with 4.0 GPA
and lettered four years in track and three
years in cross country. He also won the
Buffalo Run two years in a row at Concho.

His parents are Lloyd Jenkins and Nona
Roman Nose, and his grandparents are Lar-
ry and Pauline Roman Nose

man.

Niini’iinowooheinoo Hisei Nookhoose
Niibei!
Biixoo3e3en, Dad & Mom.

Congratulations
Nose! Colton graduated with a master’s
degree in computer science, from East-
ern State University, Pennsylvania.

His parents are Jobe and Arlene,
Boyd Roman Nose, grandparents are
Larry Roman Nose and Priscilla Free-

Michaela Vivian Barcindebar
Watonga High School
Congratulations to My

Beautiful Baby! We are Super

proud of you, Love mom and

Congratulations
Catalina on your
graduation from Pre-K!

We love you - all your

family.

Colton Roman

Leah Paddyaker
Douglass High School
Congratulations You Did It!
We Love You
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within U it sLabtd 18 Thi SO,
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Cheyomne and Asspaiia Trial Cowny
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CHEYENNE & ARAPAHD TRIBES

CKLAY
¥ 24 M
N THE TRIAL COURT ;
DOCKET., FAGE
FILM e IM
N THE TRIAL COURT TCL
CHEVENNE AND ARAPAHO TRIBES OF DE
PO, BOX 102
CONCHO, DKLAHOMA 73022
In e Mamer of
]
JOSHLIA WHITECROW ] Cae Mo, CTV-J024-00031
Petatunne, 1]
Vi ]
]
ROSALINDA DELGAMLLO ]
Respondert. ]
CIVIL SUMMONS BY

FUBLICATION

CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHO TRIBES To: - ROSALINDA DELGADILLO
Address Unlknown

YU ARE HERERY SUASWORIED TO FILE & FORMATL WRITTIN ANSWER fo the Petibon which &
Tiked i e (T of thee above-named Coert. A copy of e Petition is svaslable thoough the Court Clerk s office
and 1 Sl yoor Aswwer wilk e shons-zamed Cour withm nesncy | 23) dinys of ssriee of (hia vanmess £ thoun
ol e day of sarvics. Within e vama time, & copy of your Asswer sl be debivered of mailed b0 the Cheyenns
nd Aragahs Triad Court PO Bow 192 Concha, 0K 730022,

AFTER THE TWENTY (20} days, e Cheyese s Arapaba Trisl Coert iball ict & duts for hiarng of
iy o, el o will be motified of the time aed dulc

IF VORI FAIL T AFPEAR before the Chrymmae and Arspaho Tril Court on the dae set for hewriag: &
T pmoat by Diofant can by psteead and the PlaintilT hall e asasbed the relbel wbied for, @ ihe Petitn.

YO MAY SEEK THE ADVICE OF AN ATTORNEY on sy mafler comsosied with this seit of your
Anvar ot voor pwn enpemsd. Sich Amomey dheubd be coriciod warmodisicly io tha? s Amveer may by fiked
within fhe e sianed b dhis S,

Dt s 24* day off MAY, 2024

CHEYENME & AHO TRIBES
0F O
IN THE TRIAL COURT l“;'[Ru-.l:_ HJU'F!TE
CHEYENNE AN ARAPAHO TRIBES OF O 4t PAG -
PO BOVX 02 iy

CONCHD, ORLABOMA 732 LM ———MAGE
Mmuw
I ther Matter of e Guaedianship of:

¥
JOSEPH KEITH OLD BEAR, SR ¥
DB S I956 ¥

Case Mo, PG-MD4-001E

Aa Allged Incapacitated Person,
NOTICE BY FURLICATRON

The: Cheyemens-Aragabo Tribes io:  JOSEPH KEITH OLD BEAR, S
A.ﬂl:::mnurmnm

TAKE WOTICE that Roberia Hsmiion, ke Sled i ibic Coort o Perition o Geardanhip and b bervry
aol fow i Hiorimg o bee Bl by e Ol Ao Trimd Ciomant of Ciomncli, Ot kb i the Courtome localnd
% 100 W, Dlack Ketde Boslevard, PO Box 102 Conche, Oblaboma, on the DE* day of JUNE, T004 at 9508
Al af which tme yrom mury appear and show casne, if my yom bave, whyy naid mlief dhosld mot by granied

VH ARE HERERY NOTIFIED Tih AFFEAR on the aborer dale and times indicatod for e
presentaton of youwl onse before the sbove-califed Trsl Courl. Yeu kint e oplisn 1o appear in persa of
through Fasem To appesr vis Foom, yoa will reed o wwart devics wech ar o desknop somparr., Lgeog., b, or
smafphone. Yoer imadl drvice will aoed a camen, microphose, aadl & wiable infornet cormection. I you da rot
b BOORES 10§ ST e, YOu Gl o E-amanphons of Eadiionl icloploee
Partisn st mis ther following in srder o bag b or jols the mehitiag.

* Video oaferoacing e mrie Sevice were
o  Hoom lnk;

g Ve e 4 52405 4 TS SR LT DO M Ml SO R K e TG o

botipsc oo wdoin
o Mowsng ILV 432 05 1M
& Puissode CountdiZl
& Pl conlerending for sor-amartphons of traditional ickephons wseic
& Telnphons sumber: | (255) 24E-TTH
o Mewsng [0 4347 425 148
& Feiseode: I584535]
Dianed st the Triad Comrl this 16 day of May, 2024

Tawny Ml:&t !% ‘oot Clhorke

Cheyenne snd Arpabo Trial Court

L'HEY!NHE‘ 'AHD TRIBES
IN THE TRIAL OUTMIRT E ﬁLm{:R.lTa m‘
CHEYENNE AN ARAPAHO TRIBES OF Wﬂ:ﬁ“
PAGE
P BOK 102 L oy
CONCHO, CELAHCNLA 73002 T CLERK,
DEPUTY
i the Mattor of the Guardimship of: ]
1
HED. 1 Case Mo PG-H24-D0M0
]
1
Minor Child,
NOTICE By FUBLICATION
The Chevemre-Acapabe Tribes ioc  GERI D{EH
UNKNOWN ADDRESS

Yios wre herehy notified that CHEYENNE DEATHERAGE has filed in this Cowt & Petition for
Greardissabip of M50 Miser Chikl, snd that sid Petition it hircby set for & Hearing b be heard i the
Courtroom of eid Trial Court of the Chiyenne and Arapabo Tribes, 100 W, Blsck Kerde Boubrvand,
Concha, Oklaboma, on the |I* day of JUNE, 2004 at 545 A M. a0 which tme you shall appear on the

ahove date s ime indiealed for presentation of your case before the shove-cntitled Tril Cout.

2*&%&(.“

Cheyenns and Arapso Trisd Court

Dhatedd this |7 duy of MAY, 2004,

I:HE'I'ENH& 'AHO TRIBES
LER: ]
N THE TRLAL COURT COURT
CHEYENNE AND ARAPAID 'I'RBBBFl)EkE{Eﬂ-H'E PAG
PO BOK 102 ETLE |ij_"__
CONCHO, OKLAHOMA THET TCLERE
z ﬁ | Eﬂ_mmﬁ'
B ke Mfaner of e Cruediansbip of! ]
1
ALC ] Case N PO-1004-0008
1
Misor Child,
ROTICE OF HEARING
BY PUBLICATION
Tha Clhppmme-Arapsho Tribes lsc~ AMY CHAFPMAN NAVA & TRUMAN SANCHEZ
UNKROWN ADDRESSES

Thie wbecrva-syhed cusep i By vl How haparing i bl Tiriall Conrt o e Chorywinie sl Acapils Tribed ol
he [ iy of JUNE SO0, o2 SR80 M. in the comrtroomm, |00 Bilack Kemle Bumlevand, Comcho, Oklshors

¥ ARE HEREEY NOTIFIED TO APPEAR. on the sbove date and time indicaied for pecscalation
of vour cane befooe the above-oatitled Trial Court. Yom harve the sptisn (o appear in persen or through
Toom. To appear vis Toom, you will seed & st device sech a5 2 deskiop computer, lapiop, tablcl, or
imatphone. Vit imi deviee will fevd & camers, microphons, and 2 sable istomet conmection. If you da Bt
e scomis o 8wt device, i G S | ioa-smarphons or fraditional ickphoss.

[Pariies mvast wic the Fellowing i arder w beg s or ke the menling.
& Video confmrencing fu smud device wicre
o Zoom liak:
bepec e e sy 2003 4 =5 Rl L RO Wb ML S0 X TERMOTIR o
I peom uxoin
& Mleoting Ik 857 423 i
o Fasmcade: Comri(d |
. Pheae ng o phmae o radifionl irkephune e
o Telophone mumber: | (348) JEL-TT9
& Mecting I 457 433 1404
o Pemcods R3]

Diated nt ther Trial Court thin L3 day of May, 134
@r Mel endez, %ﬂﬂ Clerk

Cheyonne aad Arapaha Traal Coun

CHE-\'!NFE HO TRIEES
P4 THE TRIAL COURT ' 3%
CHEVENNE AND ARAPAHO TRIBES OF @1—“5
P BOX 102 F{EE
CONCHD, OKLATIOMA. THz2 F'U*" TE@
I e Matter of th Chaardianhip of: } DT
b
AN, ) Cae Mo, PO-2H24-0009
BLK. }
PH. )
Pl emcer i,
BOTICE OF HEARING
BY FUBLICATION
Tha Charprane- Arapabo Tribes to: AMY CHAFMAN NAVA & JUAN CARLDS NAYA
INENOWN ADDRESSES

Thhar abscrvg-styliod cane i hemslry ot o Boiring, in the Trial Court of the Chrponfe sd Arapaho Tribss o8
e L™y of JUNE B34, o H4800 M. im thor courtrioms, 100 Black Kemle Bookevard, Cocho, Oblahoma.

YOU ARE HERERY NOTIFIED TO APPEAR, o the shove dein asd tiss indicated for presmiation
of your cae before the above-aatitled Trial Coun. Yeu have the sptisn to appear i persons or through
Feom. Te sppear via Zeom, you will mond 0 sman device sach = 3 dnliop compete, Lipiop, tablet, of
smanghont. Vour mmar devics will mred o camwra, microphons, and & iable mteract consesn I o do mol
TV BODEH 0 o SISOV, VR CON B 0 nan-smariphone or traditional ickeplone.

Parties must ust the fullowing in order 8 lag |n or jain the movting,
 Vidon o foronc g for wmaet don ey

o oo ek
Ir\:u wwﬂﬂwmﬂ Ml AN TERMOTOR on

@ mlﬁmﬂlllﬂ
& Pakode: CounDil]
s Phaoss ing for e oo tradt o utl relephone o
& Tebphoss serbar | (148 208-TH
@ Whosting ID: #52 425 1494
& Passpode: ESSEHTI

Diated ot Bhe Trial Cowrt i 13® day of May, 3030
e

Cheyeane wad Asspabo Trial Court
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continued from pg. |
ways,” said Mustang Public Schools
Superintendent Charles Bradley. “We
are grateful to the Levi family for their
willingness to take the time to meet our
administrative team to share their cul-
tural traditions with us.”

Patterson, a citizen of the Cherokee
Nation, said the Indian education office
asks students prior to graduation what
regalia they will be wearing. The office
then turns to the tribes to gain a great-
er cultural understanding “and to make
sure anything done at graduation is
done in a respectful way.”

About 10 percent of Mustang’s stu-
dents are Native, representing 65 feder-
ally recognized tribes.

After learning that Levi would be

wearing his chief’s regalia, the district
reached out to Gordon Yellowman,
director of the Language and Culture
Program for the Cheyenne and Arapaho
Tribes.

“Gordon taught us about what it
takes to be a boy chief, and how each
piece of regalia symbolizes something,”
Patterson said. “He really gave us some
great information.”

Patterson said the Levi family then
met with school administrators, includ-
ing Bradley, and also Bailey Murrah,
Title 6 academic adviser at the high
school, “so we could talk through the
logistics,” such as how Levi would re-
move his headdress to participate in the
tassel ceremony.

After that meeting, Patterson said,
“Mr. Bradley was really adamant about
honoring him at the board meeting. He
wanted Harding’s dad to have the op-
portunity at the board meeting to speak
about the same things he had told us.”

When board members heard George
Levi speak from his heart about his
son’s position as a peace chief, “I think
it was enlightening to them, and obvi-
ously heartwarming,” Patterson said.

As for Harding Levi, “he has such a
quiet presence,” Patterson said. “He’s
not going to be the first one to jump
into a conversation or tell you about all
the awesome things he has done. But
when he says something, it’s going to
be good.”

Syphilis cases are on the rise

In June 2023, Dr. Christensen, Chief Medical Officer from
“there is a surge in syphilis

the Indian Health Service, wrote,
cases in Indian Country.”

Syphilis is a sexually transmitted disease; however, it can
be transmitted through other routes. For example, transmis-
sion can occur when there is direct contact with an infected
sore from a person who has syphilis. Syphilis is a treatable dis-
ease that can be cured in the early stages by antibiotics. When
syphilis goes undetected and untreated, this bacteria continues

to grow in the body.

Syphilis goes through primary, secondary, and tertiary
stages. Complications from syphilis usually occurs in the ter-
tiary stage. According to the Oklahoma State Department of
Health website, a syphilis infection can cause “severe, debil-

SALHME T

ROME OF TNE CNIEFTAINS

Fulton, Missouri

Sandoval.

Congratulations to Hunter Navanick, 2024 Graduate
of Calumet High School - who signed his commitment
to continue his baseball career at Westminster College in

Hunter is the son of Joe Navanick & Sylvia (LalLa)

itating and untreatable problems, including blindness, deaf-
ness, confusion, and personality changes.”

Generally, a person who has syphilis does not have symp-

toms until the second stage. A person should get tested when
they do risky behaviors that causes syphilis. Such risky behav-
iors like having sex with someone who has syphilis or other
sexually transmitted disease, having sex without a condom, or
having sex with more than one person.

Screening for syphilis usually involves a physical exam

and a blood test. Remember you can get syphilis again after

being successfully treated for an initial infection.

For an informational handout on syphilis, please contact
the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Health Education Program
at CAHED@cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov.

BIA Supervisors
of the Year 2024

Awards

Okla.

Congratulations
Vincent Aispuro!
2024 Class 2A State Runner-
up at the Territory Golf and
Country Club in Duncan,

Aispuro is a junior at
Thomas Fay Custer Unified
Schools. This is the second

season for TFC to have a
golf team.

His parents are Alfonso
and Alicia Aispuro and
grandparents are Charlie and
Dee Howlingwater.

On May 1, 2024 Con-
cho Agency Chief of
Police David Conley
and Lieutenant Patrick
Keahbone were the re-
cipients of the Super-
visors of the Year 2024
awards presented by the
Dept. of Interior, Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs.

They were chosen
based on their commit-
ment and dedication
demonstrated while en-
suring public safety for
the tribal citizens with
Cheyenne and Arapaho
jurisdictional lands.

“Chief Conley and
I have worked hard to

PUBLIC NOTICE

make the actions of our
Concho Agency trans-
parent to our employees
and to the tribal partners

with whom we work
with. We challenged our
personnel to become
better law enforcement
officers and strive to
help them become bet-
ter people,” Lieutenant
Keahbone wrote it a
memo dated May 6.
Both Chief Conley
and Lieutenant Keah-
bone were presented
with a ribbon pin, Em-
ployee of the Year med-
als, plaques and Chal-
lenge coins by the BIA.
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BUREAL OF INDIAY AFFATRS

This brunt et will v signifit e it om e stade sed it puliial sutsfivisiro, b
e st thesd the ke o it pribtical misdiviaiora ane sy olmitisl Eyust o B fillowing

rropams bl vyadriag from e woopattiogd of il i bl st e (b e s o whc Himie i of patics of U ardciptod bnst scquiitios (o the LA, U Tt will provids s

ORI AGENCY thar applicant bas provided imfomration sl allew e Soorrmey e comply sl 506 DAE 8, E
P BN 6K ok 4, Harbol Eiscoumas Puliny Mot Virviesd bl e, sl €12 DO 1, s detaited Maloment in roporac fo any such imoc.
L RS, O 9054 Lad gt
FRER b b ERCFR § 150,00 (1 - Jerisdictisnal probloms anil polostisl cosflicts of lad wse.
Wt i i MY |32 D ieriar o tha ety &5 vnbeaso frin Tribal peqoest s st fth .29 Conde of Frderal
T4 F Repedamorn, § L5180 ) throagh 83, dosorrincd fhs folloving There 2 e v pastidictinal problims. There sz cxiatiag nusdways for grmm sad g ke
Cone Nasther: 83546 e aubect et scleqrate: For focal wndTic, wrd the Tribes will pay sl usilivior o the wility

provviden, Tha Tribea do sot carmnily perfors lew endorcement furstions, which are porformed by
oifflces of the IIA Ok ol Law Erderconiont Sanvicos and Seourity ("BLA OLESS") The BLA
(LSS i & parly 0 & At s depiitin sproement with the Sine of Dlilshons s thone
irfles, oountes, cltles, ssd siate L endorcement ageneics il join i parties by adderdum,
There i sl i ptoblin] conflct of aed e btecss B Tribes asd he City of B Rima, The
tract by sl by the Cily of BT Hor an nursd agracutral progerty. The Tribses will comply wity
applicatle maing requirorcrii, i and when the Tribes devclop #ie bt trac

Cerifiesd] Madl « Return Roneis Rogesiad 20 3450 00004911 K771

CHEYENNE AN, '\P.M -’||?l| TRIBES, (ICLATIOMA
10 RETH M6 CIRC].

P B i)

COSCTR, OF TEETT

L 25 CFIE § 051,00 u) Seadutory asthoriiy For by soquiibiles of the prapsy.
2EURC 5008 TRDAR RECRG ACT JUME 13 1954 (42 STAT 204y

L FACFHE R ) - The meodl ol vhe imdividual Lilian &0 & Tribs for additenal bad

T Trdugn, buping voaote bocatom of verion nitl cotensites Bivagh o | coustics in
Menthwesi (klshonss kas show 597 % snerplayrasst. scconding o the 2015 BEA labor foron raport
Coaproed of spprosmasiely L1, 10 rssbary nd spgproainmiely 19,095 meres o wwl, i Tidben e
el b it Ao e Dhgin "Tred bond booa, within ibe Tribes' jariulacton, b osler w cdhiecs
Tribal ScifDoterirnism Them i, Sewirer o sigeificad rbmiiad b develspowss b ikl
posiivaly providle e cosome i for the Tiitbe and thew rardbers. Tha frct i lscated im
Canmalian Couniy, waban s oy Lt o the ity of EF B, jost nonh o Inderviai 48 and Pt of
Conmtry Chaby Mol Thie et i within the sscierior hounslaries ol e Dheyerns sod Azspabis Tribey'
reerration, Trisl stab 1w sewszary i St mmie el sl T o eruminon

HOTICE OF VECTARIN
I A .
il iyt T, B CFR § 130,10 i) Whathar et Bryrvas of Indian Aflsirs is equipped in discharge e
sl res e sk il e,
This deciaien i o result of s salyi of an appBoeten el by CHEYTRWE ANTF ARARATIOD

i, CHELA R yuiaition of fox mandh. The e " ke ) )
THEHES, CHELAFORLA S sl sxyuiaision of For dasadn. The popety i dkseribeal s follrws Tt orsti A g i By epulie f bl iy el i o) s e gt il

scdmiiition, The sdbject it b appridimiscly trps miles Sai fhe Concho Agoncy: thormifa, the
ot sospuinition will nol fsposs sy significant trawed hardom o the Coacho Agency far purposcs
ool wry vequised eversiph of mepection of The

S “Einabt A™ oor fegal dhsicripions

e ippileable repulations are s Rk b Se Cods of Federadl Regulations (CFR) Thie 25, Part 151
The: degraletionm apoctly hal @ i il Socrotary™s policy e acopd ek "in trml” Sor the bencie of

3, TR § 15118 () - Purgass far whiih fie progorty will b sl

Ths ract in pesd mabyech b vy P iggn, b, & sy cxnstra et nall oo oo e Ava
e iad et s peoruriien gl b e Tiikois ol i, Hhore s oo Futer nposti pllams. Sor thes st
of i progersy, aeed the Tribes do na intend 9 e e ract oy puasiog parposs of ti b The
Tt gl prat e it this agpgelication @ 1o expend den s lend beso within soosomeradly

wibskt Commimns i1 thn e purvadactsrm, s eagry ik maosneric advan et eabladed by
Coggrm, im mi s [EEARTE] Akt provadda sernas, horalin osd o oo diy develop it 1o
entts profita, inchalay erepleyg tnhd sacben meontkr 0 e e mie il SHeiens e b te
Fataie wikal mérabor preratiog,

L OESCVH § 130,00 (b - Fevirosmestal Comnplianon

Teib when math syeiiiticn b mtherioed by a2 At of Congiesn, and (1) whes tach Lndds eee within
# cxiorior hundaricn of the Teibe's momation, or adjsoemi theros, or within s Trital comelidition
wa, o () wisn e Tird alossdy v o istor in S band; o0 ¥) when ihe Seoretary delermises
i the fand b3 necesary to Gaciliaee Thibal selfadesimnsiva, coaem: derelpizsl, o [nda
bismig

Halional Friviroraratal Friy Ast Compliares

The Choyere and Arapubo Trdas vorauiiod with sveal stfurtic reganding o sl md
Biitecic pogwrraion. Those costactid vwera the £ Fiah aad Wikt Servics, Oklaloma
hrchambogicel Sarvy, Cliblerns Badogical Sorvey, Dicleborm Departveent of Wikilile
Conmorvation, AN rermachs kd o o discvonics and me offoct o endangaed spocion. The DA muds
the desmrmmiination of & “no cifoot” m Swmleed or endangerod spocses por wction M} of the ESA.

Thin moepsisétion il Tribe] Soll-Deverminstion Thorefos:
e T ey e Secpoeary of the: [ntierior

Il withie shee fard seqoisision palicy

Thsis nesgshuithon, bevolves nochangs in Land ose; herelooe, it o caegoroally exoloda] fom lter
enrrirommenial revies An exorpiion rrview cheek sl v pespared o esmre fhe sotion remming
watepritally cochukad end ol tasdhe: tors nectl 8 negative soguse. The Suaitionden, Conde
Ay, vighed a Cateporteal Exchuion Revicw on #1024 deenestisg hia decision
culpatisally puclude the actim. N further NEPA, complianee io mauisnd

L 25PN D500l — 1 ke el i B o il T i il vl T, e mnar il o
rwi g rqwiricid Lind alewady owmid by o o thed |asdividuad sl e dpree 1o nlich b sonds
admislinis in Romilling b aflain,

Prrsuand do 25 CFR Bar 151, the Soceciury will pomdder the following equirements o ovaluls
il recuests oo the soguibsiiben of lands m il sy, when the lard 5 keoted within of coatiguoes
3 thee iribes"s reervation, il the st 0 i Aol el

(4] The exmience o Stetiory Authorily for e sepotstion s iy lnistions ool b i sl
mthity; () el ol dae nadivicks] lndSan o o | st

iatch O bl will baa il () ke B v

L & reateitid lad aledady camed By & -ri.thmlnLH:l_-m'l h-.‘rrmlnuﬂuhhrnmh
wriiitancr: in hasdling hiv alTaire; fio] moact o the St and i pedities! cebdfvidons mmiting fron
rerrerwal of e bewd from the ta mls; () ferisdictivaa! peobiom s potestial conilict of Tl use
which mary ariae; (g} whother the Deresn of Indisn A M i oquippod o discharge (he sdditionad

B Cabiet BiB000E) A Beskes! SERONARE Cares §IEL

Wi inticamal Hinterie Presomvatine Act [NHEA) Cinespiianin

5 IS CFR§ I5S0.19 o) - henpaci ws Siwie and b politiad vatdivideen realisg fren die

Thet action bsvolves pe merlace disnsting acthity; Sereliee, no Falenl etk ing will oo
wormarval of ki praperty fram the o rall,

Donimlalion with e Stale e Presarvitnn (et i o regquived

Eodargered Bpockes At (ESAD Compliasce
rrweeos TN RES RN 0 O B A R I
§1%inn fadurs B0:08.850 KB Nemkert \FHENTTOE tomas 1700

FTHEROL FTREHIL

RS T R g e b TR RO

Thes FLA b musde o dhotcrmm et of "o elfoot® oo Sarmabnned on cdusgersd speg i per sscron

TOa(Z) ol the A w8 of LRI, Mo Terther oommplimes o ragaeed o the BRA Come Mamber: 41340

Applicant Mame: CHETENNE AKL
ARAPALEY THIHES,
DELAFRRAA

)W

RHACONAL [MRECTOR”

Elezarius Subatanay Dot it
Vo oo 51
A Maiic | Ervisormsesial Sii ool [Frasc | ESAJ datcd 120 1TEXE idensifiod the Mllowing
Recogaimed Frrvirenminial Canditions (K137) assoclaied with ibe proposat soquisision Former oiie
it el | ol e (nbk hanery. A Pl | Ervs istsesis| She Adsonser toed ful inchede e
enpling scodod 8o conlirm (ks prescecs o sbwent off on-ils confamination that could poleniialhy b
rebated b the BECx Thengfore, m Limited hasc 1 Environmesid Shee Asesemest which inchafes!
wiil, malice vemce, il procnd weler mbple colktion enal amilyain me povbrmal The coe oo
o thr P [ B4 in that the oty A e apprar i have boon imyeeted by the snadyed
whonsicals o comoern ai kovels sbowe spplicable repaimiory screonimzichoarmeg kovels, The Phase B
Asseiamest daled Apel] 29, 2004, bn within the 100 dayw of sequisiton; theselov, bor Father action
g

LEGAL DESCRIFTION EXHIBIT A

Canilasken

The application meets te roguiressens of Thle 23 CEH Pan 131 Conversion of this property (e
e 0 Il u i T loead ineeresi ol the Tribes,

Modion of A ppsral

Ary party who winhes b seok judiciall roview of hin deciion mus (i exbues sinishingive
remedies. The Reghrat Diesmor's decision muy be sppealed 1o the brerfer Ploand of ladas
Appais {TRLA) b axdoadang: with the mgolation i 43 CER. 4.3 10-4. M0

1 o clhacnse b iyl Ui dhecindon, your sotics of sppal 1o |l|H.I.u'|.n.u|h.ugmt:. v

vinal SEGTEY dnd

receipd o A ;-‘Vrt;»hlmm-m:wl-majllnpb_l
{scmmibetax or by alacimni means. Yeur notion of wppesl shivdd chesrty Mennfy the decsiion
sy ejpmalal. Vi wrnt el yuer il reics of spgeal b fhe IR of the Sallesing
abddrmin: Tokerior Plosed of India Appeah, Tilice of Dieardogs and Appeali, U5, Deparimsmt of fe
nkerice, B0 borth (heiney Siree, Sule 300, Arkngion, Virgnls 22303, Veu et nd gapics of
yiia aotioe ol ppeal 1) the Assnent Sooveary = [ndies A Mwre, U5, Depaitewrd of the
Loy, MS-4141-MIH, 19 C Siregt N.W,, Wahinglon, DC, 20080, {3) exch interesicd pafy
fersrem S0 yosr; sd () the Rogional Davcioe. Your ootios of apgos] sont e the THLA sy ichde ©
atmement cvrtifyieg thar yow hive sesi copes i Buse offiela's s e parrhen md sheok)
ademiify (ke by e Ltk moed ke

B o (i @ ot ol gyl ohe EIUA will sotifly yom of cther procalans, I ne appsal s timely
e, thia decision will become fsal for the Departrens of the Dborion b the cgpiomion of e
appeal perisd. Mo eniension of thme mury be gransed for filisg & solice of appesl

Siecerely,

CEE TR e !}H?:ull

FTNRBOL n

idLin {ads HBAEADE

FTMEROL F.“

el BB BIAL 40 Bwsher | FURFUGL Daat TH,

of BeBBlaE] 40 Babast VAT faael wlin




PAGE 8

Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune

Tsistsistas & Hinonoei

Sovereignty Symposium gathers
tribal and state officials

OKLAHOMA CITY
— Deep discussions on im-
portant issues affecting Na-
tive American tribes will
combine with a celebration of
cultures during the 36th Sov-
ereignty Symposium, June 11
and 12. The event is hosted
by the Oklahoma City Uni-
versity School of Law and
will be held downtown at the
Skirvin Hilton.

This year’s symposium, ti-
tled “A New Beginning,” will
feature panel discussions
on various topics including
business, education, property
rights, cultural preservation,
environmental concerns and
more. Dignitaries from tribal
and state governments will
join topical experts in the
discussions throughout both
days of the symposium.

The keynote speaker is
Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear, who is in his third term
as principal chief of the Osage
Nation. Chief Standing Bear
will speak at the opening cer-
emony on June 11, which will
also feature the Kiowa Black
Leggings, Southern Nation,
Oscar-nominated composer
Scott George and the Osage
Tribal Singers.

OCU Law Dean David
Holt (Osage) said the symposium offers a
neutral space where the state’s 39 tribes can
discuss common legal and social issues,
while sharing innovative ideas and accom-
plishments.

“While each tribe has its own distinct cul-
ture and government, our tribes face similar
challenges and opportunities,” Holt said.
“This symposium offers tribes a chance to
hold important discussions around those is-
sues, promote our rich tribal cultures, and
connect with other leaders.”

The Oklahoma Supreme Court founded

the Sovereignty Symposium and transferred
hosting duties to Oklahoma City Universi-
ty and OCU Law in 2023. The Sovereignty
Symposium was established to provide a
forum where common legal issues among
federal and state officials and the state’s Na-
tive American tribes could be discussed in a
scholarly, non-adversarial environment.

OCU President Kenneth Evans said he is
looking forward to engaging on important
tribal issues.

“Sovereignty and cultural preservation
have been points of emphasis throughout

our state and national histories,” Evans said.
“These topics have gained a pronounced im-
portance in recent times. We hope this sym-
posium will be a place where diverse cultures
can unite under a banner of self-determina-
tion, where our collective futures can find
roots in respect and justice.”

Continuing legal education credits are
available to attorneys through symposium
attendance.

This year’s event is dedicated to the late
Dennis Arrow for his work and scholarship
in the field of Indian law. Arrow was a law
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“Love” by Brent Learned (Cheyenne Arapaho), was selected as this year’s poster art for the Sovereignty Symposium.

professor emeritus at OCU who represented
Native American interests in federal courts,
including a case before the U.S. Supreme
Court.

The college student poster competition,
one of the symposium’s traditional contests,
was named in honor of longtime law profes-
sor and historian C. Blue Clark [Muscogee
(Creek) Nation]. Clark died in December.

Registration and more information, in-
cluding a schedule and draft of the agenda, is
available at www.thesovereigntysymposium.
com.
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