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(CONCHO, OK) Chey-
enne and Arapaho citizens 
set record breaking numbers 
in attendance at the annual 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Trib-
al Council meeting held on 
Oct. 7 at the R.E.Sp.E.C.T. 
gym in Concho, Okla.

The meeting began with 
invocation given by Fred 
Mosqueda and at 10:04 a.m. 
roll call started. Once the 
75-person quorum was met 
at 10:14 a.m., nominations 
for chairman were taken with 
nominations for Albert Old-
crow and Bill Tallbear being 
called from the floor. After 
a call for the vote, Oldcrow 
won with a vote of 161 for 
Old Crow and 160 votes for 
Tallbear. 

A call for tribal council 
secretary followed with Bob-
bie Hamilton winning by ac-
clamation. 

As many tribal citizens 
filed in and out of the trib-
al council meeting, quorum 
was maintained throughout 
the duration of the meeting 
with all items on the agenda 
being met. 

With 17 items on the agen-
da, voting on resolutions was 
made easier than ever before 
with the use of electronic 
voting devices. However, 
due to the number of citizens 
in attendance, there was a 
shortage of voting devices. 
Tribal citizens who didn’t 
have a voting device resorted 
to handwritten paper votes 
that were tallied into the fi-
nal votes, with votes ringing 
in approximately 365 votes 
overall.

On the agenda, 17 items 
were discussed and voted on:

A tribal council resolution 
to select a tribal council co-
ordinator.

Candidates running for 
tribal council coordinator 
were incumbent Jennifer 
Bailey, Amanda (Cedar) 
Shirey and Cody Zimmer.

After a call for the vote on 
the selection of tribal council 
coordinator, Shirey won with 
a vote of 170, Bailey had 161 
votes and 34 votes for Zim-
mer. 

A tribal resolution to ap-
prove the 2024 tribal budget.

After many tribal citizens 
voiced their concerns against 
the budget and its accura-
cy, Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes Gov. Reggie Wassa-
na explained that the budget 
was an estimate to services 
provided by the tribes.

“Everything doesn’t fit 
in that budget we try to put 
everything we can think of 
because a budget is just an 
estimate, we try to put every-
thing that’s going to help the 
tribal citizens, we got cloth-
ing vouchers for kids, we 
got all the assistance for el-
ders, for HOPE, for all these 
things that people come to 
the tribes, this budget isn’t 
just for us, it’s for every-
body,” Wassana said. 

Wassana said the budget 
is always a work in progress 
because there are other activ-
ities that are needed.

“We do try to add, just 
like housing, we want to do 
mowers again next year for 

(CONCHO, OK) The Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes’ Judicial Branch receive 
grant funding under the 2023 SMART 
FY2023 Support for Adam Walsh Act 
Implementation Grant Program and the 
Sexual Offender Registration and Notifi-
cation Act (SORNA) Grant for FY2023, 
which is Title I of the Adam Walsh Child 
Protection and Safety Act of 2006. SOR-
NA provides a comprehensive set of 
standards for sex offender registration 
and notification throughout the United 
States. The Judicial Branch has received 
$400,000.00 for the next three-years to 
maintain and enhance SORNA compli-
ance by reinforcing community notifica-
tion and increasing action to 

ensure the compliance of sex offend-
ers in the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes 
Jurisdiction. 

A sex offender must initially register 
in person in each jurisdiction where he 
or she lives, works or goes to school. 
Further, SORNA requires an in-person 
appearance by the offender at least annu-
ally to update any photograph, physical 
description or other listed information.

In addition to the SORNA grant, the 
Judicial Branch as received $450,000.00 
grant funding for the Second Chance Act 
Smart Supervision Program.

The grant will provide a comprehen-
sive response to assist in the transition of 
individuals beginning release from pris-
on or jail and is designed to help address 

the challenges of reducing recidivism. 
This Second Chance Act SMART Super-
vision Program is a three-year grant and 
will serve the following counties - Dew-
ey, Custer, Washita, Roger Mills, Blaine, 
Canadian, Kingfisher, Beckham, and 
Ellis. The Judicial Branch will provide 
updated information once the grant/pro-
gram can begin to accept clients. 

Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes 
Judicial Branch 
recipient of 
grant funding

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal 
Council annual meeting draws 
in over 365 tribal citizens

By Latoya Lonelodge, Senior Reporter

Incumbent Tribal Council Coordinator Jennifer Bailey address 
tribal citizens at the annual Tribal Council meeting held in Concho, 
Okla. (Photos / Latoya Lonelodge)

After the vote, Amanda ‘Cedar’ Shirey is declared the new Tribal 
Council Coordinator.

NORMAN, OKLA. - Gay-
lord College of Journalism and 
Mass Communication at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma is thrilled 
to announce its partnership with 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Television 
(CATV). Through this collabora-
tion, OU Nightly, Gaylord Col-
lege’s student-led daily newscast, 
broadens its reach across western 
Oklahoma, serving regions previ-
ously underserved by traditional 
cable news outlets.

From Monday, September 
25, CATV began broadcast-
ing OU Nightly on its airwaves. 
CATV’s viewers now benefit from 
high-quality, daily newscasts de-
livered by a dedicated and expert 
student team, broadcast live from 
Gaylord Hall.

Reed Wilson, Broadcast Engi-
neer at Gaylord College, was pivot-
al in ensuring a seamless transition. 
Traveling to Concho, Oklahoma, 
Wilson collaborated closely with 

the CATV team. 
Through his work, he 
facilitated the techni-
cal integration of the 
OU Nightly stream.

Barbara Merckx, 
OU Nightly News 
Director, comment-
ed, “OU Nightly is 
proud to partner with 
Cheyenne and Arap-
aho TV. It gives our 
student broadcast 
further reach in Okla-
homa and serves the 
tribal community in 
an area of our state 
that can be consid-
ered a news desert.”

Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Television, headquartered 
in Concho, OK, stands as Okla-
homa’s only tribally-owned TV 
station. Affiliated with the First 
Nations Experience, CATV offers 
a platform for content celebrating 

Native American and Indigenous 
narratives. Additionally, the station 
extends its broadcast to 79 Okla-
homa communities via the Pioneer 
iVideo app.

Randy Burleson, CATV’s Di-
rector of Operations, reflected on 

the partnership: “The University 
of Oklahoma is a well-known and 
respected brand in western Oklaho-
ma. We’re hopeful that this partner-
ship will provide a platform for OU 
students and also build interest in 

OU Nightly Partners with Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Productions to Enhance 
News Access in Western Oklahoma

OU NIGHTLY / pg. 9
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(CLINTON, OK) Collaborating together, the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribe’s Tribal Opioid Response (TOR) Project, 
Dept. of Social Services and Dept. of Health prevention pro-
grams, such as 988 Tribal Response and Native Connections, 
held a Mental Health Bash Sept. 28 at the Frisco Center in 
Clinton, Okla. 

With September being suicide awareness month and recov-
ery month, TOR project director Darien Chebahtah said the 
event is a combination of recovery-based activities and mental 
and suicide prevention awareness. 

“We wanted to combine as many programs as we could to 
provide more education and awareness to our communities, 
recovery efforts, as well as our suicide awareness issue that we 
do have in our communities,” Chebahtah said. 

Several programs were in attendance offering services and 
resources for recovery, mental health and suicide awareness, 
there were also arts and crafts set up for the public to take 
part in as well as poster board supplies to create memorial 
posters of loved ones lost to suicide. Poster boards created at 
the event were later used at the Suicide Awareness Walk that 
was conducted by the Dept. of Social Services as part of the 
mental health bash. 

Chebahtah said it’s important to know the signs and how to 
address the signs of suicide indicators or substance use indica-
tors. To educate and get the conversations going that address 
substance use and suicidal ideologies.

“Mental health plays a big factor so with a lot of substance 
use disorder you do see a lot of trauma and that’s what actually 
began their substance use, so it all rolls into mental health as 
a whole and that’s what we’re trying to address here today,” 
Chebahtah said. 

Targeting mental health in the Clinton area, Chebahtah said 
the community is often underserved as events are mostly held in other communities. 

“Clinton is kind of a larger population that we want to extend more services to and we 
hopefully want to open up a satellite office in Clinton so this would be pretty much data show-
ing that there’s a need out here,” Chebahtah said.

In conjunction with the mental health bash event, a Suicide Awareness Walk was held at 
McClain Park. 

Traditional flag and memorial songs were sung, along with an opening prayer was offered 
for all attendees to gather and be a part of. In bringing awareness to suicide, Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes Dept. of Social Services Executive Director Winona Youngbird said the walk 
was an opportunity for families to gather who have been affected by suicide. 

“We wanted to allow families to create boards to walk with their loved ones who we lost 
to suicide and we wanted to recognize suicide, we know we lost people, we don’t really talk 
about it much but we still wanted to recognize the families too as well,” Youngbird said. 

Youngbird said suicide affects many people and through the walk, she wanted to bring 
awareness as well as remember those who lost their lives to suicide.

“Just to bring awareness to people, they’re all different ages, different genders and so we’re 
really glad to be here to host this for the tribes,” Youngbird said.

With the walk coinciding with the mental health bash, Youngbird said the event should 
open up people to services that pertain to suicide. Not just for people who have attempted 
suicide or survived suicide but for the families as well, who are grieving for loved ones. 

Highlighting Mental Health 
Awareness in the Community

By Latoya Lonelodge, Senior Reporter

TOR project staff at the Mental Health Bash. Pictured l-r: Casandra Fraser, peer support specialist, Domingo Whiteman, 
prevention specialist, Carmello Reveles, behavioral health case manager, Darien Chebahtah, project director and Barry 
Botone, peer support specialist. (Photos / Latoya Lonelodge)
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Attendees of the Mental Health Bash participate in arts and crafts provided by programs 
under the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Department of Health. Pictured l-r: Alundra Mar-
tinez, Josephine Martinez, age 3, Francesca Washee and Miranda Cometsevah. 
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The Oklahoma City VA recently brought PACT resources 
to the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal lands in partnership with 
Muskogee VA regional benefits office, Indian Health Services 
and many other organizations.

Held at the Recreation, Exercise, and Sports for the El-
der and Children of our Tribes (R.E.SP.E.C.T.) gymnasium 
in Concho, Okla., staff from the Oklahoma City VA has 
been road tripping to communities to ensure that Veterans in 
these local tribal communities don’t miss out on the benefits 
provided by the new PACT Act.

“So many great volunteers and staff came together to 
make this event happen, we truly could not have asked for 
a better turnout. And so many great stories, having a tribal 
member get their 100% service-connected disability on the 
spot is one of them. That’s what we are trying to achieve, to 
give our veterans a better quality of life for the benefits they 
deserve and have earned. We won’t quit. We won’t waiver 
from this mission to help our vets as much as we can. To have 
an event like this at least once a year where we can bring the 
VA to them is the least we can do. It is a process, but it’s one 
worth seeing all the way through,” Jerry Levi, Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes Office of Veterans Affairs director, said.

The PACT Act is a new law that expands VA health care 
and benefits for Veterans exposed to burn pits and other toxic 
substances. 

Office of Tribal Government Relations Specialist Mary 
Culley knows how difficult it is for some Veterans to travel to 
a VA facility to receive health care, navigate the VA systems 
or digital pathways for online services. It can be overwhelm-
ing for Veterans, especially those who are older.

“The first challenge was where to start to get all the right 
resources in the right place,” Culley said. “Having VA’s Mo-
bile Medical Units here to perform compensation and pen-
sion exams was a huge advantage. Our goal is to try to get as 
many Veterans as possible to these events so we can get them 
through the entire process—from start to finish—in one day. 
You’re addressing so many issues right here on the spot and 
you have all the right people who can address questions and 
concerns. We have all key staff here, so people are able walk 
out of here with everything they need.”

“In tribal communities, the demographics are complete-
ly unique. These Veterans experience different challenges 
in rural areas. They live in remote locations, might not have 
nearby medical facilities, might have transportation issues,” 
said Heather Osborne, management analysist with the Medi-
cal Disability Management Office. “If they can’t come to us, 

we will bring services to them. We want to offer a safe envi-
ronment and let them know we are here to help them with the 
medical exam process. Let us help you get the benefits they 
you are entitled to and deserve.”

“It is our warrior spirit.”
At the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes PACT Act event, the 

organizers invited tribal leadership to help encourage partic-
ipation. 

“We have seen cases where Indians don’t feel comfort-
able talking to certain groups of people and when you bring 
resources like this to them in their own tribal lands, they feel 
more comfortable coming out and asking for help,” Lt. Gov. 
Gib Miles said in one of his last events prior to his passing. 
“Per capita, we serve in the military more than any other race. 
This is in our culture and it is engrained in our children and 
grandchildren. It is our warrior spirit. I want to let all Veterans 
know they have earned this benefit and they deserve to get 
VA compensation for serving. Come out to these PACT Act 
events and let VA experts help with your VA claims.” 

“Oklahoma City VA is growing very rapidly. We have 
more Veterans trusting us than ever before, more Veterans 
moving here from other states and choosing us to provide for 
their health care needs,” said Director Wade Vlosich, Okla-

homa City VA. “Bringing VA resources to rural communities 
like Concho is our way of showing Veterans that we value 
their service to our country.”  

One frequently overlooked group Oklahoma City VA is 
focusing on is widows and widowers of Veterans. “It is im-
portant to invite our widow population to attend these events 
and ask questions. Let our team of experts do the research, 
find out if you qualify for widow benefits or compensation,” 
Culley said. “Just because your Veteran is no longer with us 
doesn’t mean you are not deserving of your spouse’s bene-
fits. The only way to find out is to ask questions of the right 
people.”

“Get to your appointments. Let us take you to your VA 
Appointments if you don’t have a ride. Come to OVA at the 
Concho ERC. Find out what you are entitled to. A lot of our 
tribal citizens know of a veteran in the tribe, their aunties and 
uncles, brothers and sisters, who aren’t registered with our 
office. I hope they see this, and they persuade them to come 
in. We at OVA are Veterans too with service-connected dis-
abilities that have been through the process,” Levi said.

For more information about the Office of Veteran Affairs 
call 405-422-7789.

Oklahoma City VA brings PACT Act 
resources to tribal communities

By Carmen Daugherty
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Mary Beaver is sold on hand games.
She loves the fact that the games continue a long-held 

tradition. She likes the way they bring together several of 
the Plains tribes. And for her personally, it’s more time with 
friends and relatives including her grandchildren.

Hand game teams from the Crow Reservation in Montana 
will be in Oklahoma next month for an annual cultural and 
social exchange between the two states. In May, Oklahoma 
teams traveled to Montana. 

As many as 30 Crow players will make the 1,100-mile 
drive from south-central Montana for the tournament that 
will start with preliminaries hosted Nov. 7-10 in the homes 
of Oklahoma tribal citizens. The final event is on Nov. 11 
at the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ Emergency Response 
Center in Clinton, Okla., and the public is invited.

Beaver, who is retired from IHS and later worked in 
health care administration for the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes, has been making the trip to the Crow tournament for 
38 years.

“I have been adopted into a couple of families there,” she 
said.

And it just so happens that her son, Dennis Popetsaitke, is 
married to a Crow woman whom he met at a powwow, and 
they now live on the Crow Reservation. He will attend the 
Oklahoma tournament in November and bring as many of 
his four children as can get away from their school activities. 
Mary’s daughter, Shanna Beaver, also sometimes plays hand 
games.

Beaver said when she first started helping to revive the 
hand games tradition in the tribe, she ran across an article 
about the game being played among the Cheyenne people 
in 1865.

“It was considered a sacred event,” she said.
“There would be a leader in one of the encampments who 

wanted to hold a hand game. They would send out word to 
nearby encampments. It would start on a Friday and continue 
until Sunday. People would bring food, and the host would 
provide food. The kids were all outside playing. During the 
cold winter months, they probably played it a lot.”

The Oklahoma tournament every November has tradi-
tionally been part of a longtime relationship between the Ki-
owa and the Crow, according to Joe Poe, a Kiowa citizen and 
hand games organizer from Oklahoma City. But Comanche 
and Apache hand game players take part as well as the Chey-
enne and Arapaho.

The Crow received the hand games from the Assinni-
bones, a tribe that is primarily in Canada, according to Dale 
Old Horn, who works for the Crow as a chairman’s adviser 
on cultural affairs and tribal policy.

“The Crow have been playing hand games for quite some 
time,” Old Horn said.

The Kiowa migrated from western Canada in the 1700s 
and stopped and spent some time with the Crow, Poe said. 

The Kiowa and the Crow were allies, Old Horn said, and 
those relationships continued throughout removal and be-
yond.

In addition to the tournament with the Crow, Beaver and 
Poe help run an Oklahoma Hand Games Tournament, held 
every year in the spring. The Cheyenne and Arapaho long 
winning streak was broken this year by the Kiowa Kickers, 
Beaver said. 

Cheyenne and Arapaho leaders have been supportive of 
the hand games revival and the Oklahoma tournament, Bea-
ver said.

“I don’t think I was ever turned down for anything I ever 
asked for,” Beaver said.

Beaver is captain of the Oklahoma Indians, which was 
her late father’s team. It’s a mixed team of men and women, 
which is common since teams are formed around families 
and good friends. Team members fill such roles as captains, 

hiders, guessers, musicians and medicine men.
Tournaments are not the only time hand games are played.
“People hold memorial hand games, and birthday hand 

games,” Beaver said. “Some play on the day after Thanks-
giving. A lot of people just like to play.”

Hand games are increasingly played at powwows, where 
athletic contests in softball, basketball and cornhole are also 
growing in popularity and help to attract young people who 
are not especially interested in dancing, Beaver said.

Come November, Beaver said, she and Poe will be busy 
keeping the score tables going, making announcements, do-
ing whatever is necessary to help make the tournament run 
smoothly. 

She expects anywhere from 10 to 16 teams to compete in 
the championship games, but many more people will crowd 
the venues.

“We have a lot of onlookers who like to see other people 
play,” she said.

Hand Game Tournament set for 
November in western Oklahoma

By Kimberly Burk, Tribal Tribune Correspondent

Mary Beaver, in center of photo, poses with members of her Oklahoma Indians hand games team. (Photo provided by 
Mary Beaver)
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AARP to recognize 2023
Indian Elder Awards Nov. 1 

Three Cheyenne and Arapaho Elders will be 
honored at this year’s event
On Wednesday Nov. 1, 

2023 AARP will host its 2023 
Indian Elder Awards celebra-
tion at the First Americans 
Museum in Oklahoma City. 
Of the 48 Indian Elders to be 
recognized, three are citizens 
of the Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribes. They are Rev. Pat 
Gonzales, Cheyenne Peace 
Chief Larry Roman Nose 
and Veteran Ed Wilson.

Rev. Pat Gonzales
Pat served the state, her 

local community and Indian 
Health Service for 40 years. 
She worked at all major 
Oklahoma hospitals serving 
on trauma teams, the com-
munity of Watonga where 
she worked as an ER nurse 
for 32 years and serving In-
dian communities in Chey-
enne and Arapaho country 
for Indian Health Service for 
39 years. She retired in 2019 
from Indian Health Service.

Pat graduated from Red-
lands Community College 
in 1980 and obtained her 
associate degree in nurs-
ing and became a registered 
nurse. She later graduated 
from Southwestern Oklaho-
ma State University in 1994 
with her bachelor’s degree 
in nursing and added BSN 
to her RN title. In 1997, she 
was accepted into the Nurse 
Practitioner program at the 
University of Oklahoma.

She was the first Na-
tive American to serve on 
the Watonga Public School 
board from 1996-2012. She 
was a National Indian Edu-
cation Association member 
during this time. She also 
served as a member of Red 
Cross and aided as a first re-
sponse nurse at the site of the 
Alfred P. Murrah Building 

bombing in 1995.
In 2014 after threes 

year of attending Seminary 
school through the Episcopal 
Church in Houston, Texas, 
she graduated and became 
an ordained Deacon through 
the Oklahoma Episcopal Di-
ocese. She currently presides 
over the Whirlwind Mission 
in Watonga, Okla. She has 
served as a voice and beacon 
in the medical community 
for all people. She’s been a 
voice for Indian Education 
and now ministers to her 
community. Pat has served 
on a number of national 
committees in the medical 
community and sat at the 
top amongst her professional 
peers and colleagues when 
Native American represen-
tation did not exist until she 
chose to break down those 
barriers.

Pat is an enrolled citizen 
of the Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribes and has Kiowa lin-
eage. Pat is the wife of Chey-
enne Chief, the late Edward 
Star, Jr. (Junior Starr), who 
served as the 3st Business 
Committee Chairman of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes.

Pat currently enjoys re-
tirement and spending time 
with her children Patty 
James and son Chris Gon-
zales, her grand and great 
grandchildren (Caressa, Sa-
vanna, Jessi, Gerra, Patrick, 
Riley, Kyler, Jett, Jaden, 
Bryce and Gia Rose), en-
joys shopping and traveling 
around with her sister in-law 
Daisy Starr and niece Theda 
Ann Whiteshirt Orange.

Cheyenne Peace 
Chief Larry Roman 

Nose
Cheyenne Chief-Tradi-

tionalist-Vietnam Veteran, 
from the Watonga, Oklaho-
ma area, Larry Roman Nose, 
“White Hawk,” is a full 
blood Cheyenne, a member 
of the 44 Cheyenne Chiefs 
Council and a United States 
Marine Corps Veteran serv-
ing in the Vietnam War, May 
1968 – May 1970.

Larry studied at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma, gradu-
ating with a BLS degree.

He is a descendant of the 
fame Warrior Roman Nose, 
and was known as a Dog Sol-
dier, from a historic Chey-
enne Warrior Society. And 
later became a Cheyenne 
Peace Chief.

His great-grandfather 
Henry Caruthers Roman 
Nose was given this English 

name. He was educated at 
Carlisle and Hampton Insti-
tute in Pennsylvania, after 
becoming a prisoner of war 
at Ft. Marion, Florida, along 
with 32 other Cheyenne and 
Arapaho tribal warriors in 
1875. Later Henry Roman 
Nose’s home place was 
named Roman Nose State 
Park.

Early times of employ-
ment-worked in the rural 
areas of Western Oklahoma. 
Growing up Larry did ex-
perience the last era of the 
tribal horse culture. He was 
raised by his grandparents, 
Jobe and Nona Nibs Wolf 
Feathers. When he first at-
tended school he was taken 
to school daily in a horse and 
team wagon, and later on in 
his education, went to board-
ing schools located in Con-

Rev. Pat Gonzales

INDIAN ELDER AWARDS  / pg. 9
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people, we’re going to have 
to call a special session and 
say let’s give everybody 
who is elders mowers again 
because it’s been four to 
five years since we’ve done 
it, we’re thinking of those 
things but they’re not in the 
budget,” Wassana.

Wassana said the budget 
is important because it af-
fects everybody. 

“I’m not asking anybody 
to say no but I’m asking a 
lot of people to say yes let’s 
help each other because it is 
important for everybody, it’s 
important for you, for youth 
and our elders,” Wassana 
said. 

The 2024 budget passed 
with a vote of 180 yes, 171 
no and 14 abstaining.

A tribal council resolution 
to support and re-establish 
traditional, cultural and cer-
emonial homelands in the 
state of Colorado. 

Wassana said the Chey-
enne and Arapaho tribes 
were in Colorado and the 
purpose of the resolution is 
to re-establish Colorado as a 
traditional and cultural, cere-
monial homeland.

The resolution states 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
tribes have been a large part 
of the state’s history and are 
still rooted in the state of 
Colorado, which is home to 
almost 300 enrolled tribal 
citizens. 

“My point is we go up to 
Colorado we get a lot of peo-
ple up there, tribal citizens 
and we discuss the issues 
that Colorado is still our tra-
ditional homelands,” Wassa-
na said.

Wassana said after dis-
cussion with several repre-
sentatives, it was suggested 
that Wassana reach out to the 
tribe.

“It’s up to the tribe, if the 
tribe wants to come back 
they can come up there, if 
you’re going to put land into 
trust you need to do it now 
because with the Biden ad-
ministration, they are more 
apt and have reason to be-
lieve that the tribes should 
have land in another state,” 
Wassana said. 

Wassana said there’s two 
tribes that have went to other 
states and put land into trust.

“I think the time is now 
that we go into Colorado 
and establish ourselves more 
with the presence of land and 
resource center and econom-
ic development for our tribal 
citizens,” Wassana said. 

Resolution number three 
passed with a vote of 220 
yes, 120 no and 17 abstain-

ing. 
A tribal council resolution 

calling for a special election 
to amend the constitution 
regarding residency require-
ments.

Bailey said last year a 
coalition group was started 
where most were out of the 
service area. They had dis-
cussed potential changes of 
trying to redistrict some of 
the voter areas for tribal ter-
ritories.

“A legislator that has 37 
people in their district should 
be combined with another 
district, like in Arapaho dis-
trict we have two districts 
that can be combined in the 
same way as the Cheyenne 
districts, it’s an election year 
so this project we were run-
ning numbers but it turned 
into maybe we should see 
what the tribal council thinks 
about trying to amend the 
constitution,” Bailey said.

“I sit in legislative hear-
ings and we have to enforce 
change on our tribe, no-
body’s going to change it for 
us, we don’t have legislators 
being proactive about chang-
ing some of the things in the 
constitution, we have an un-
equal distribution of resourc-
es so the tribal council said 
well maybe we should initi-
ate that change,” Bailey said.

Bailey continued to state 
the issue is the same people 
run repeatedly for legislative 
districts and not enough peo-
ple running for governor and 
lieutenant governor the last 
election.

Resolution number four 
passed with a vote of 152 
yes, 129 no and 24 abstain-
ing. 

A tribal council resolution 
calling for a special election 
to amend the constitution for 
term limits. 

Bailey said this was a sec-
ond resolution that was put 
in and was mostly focused 
on the election commission.

“A lot of people were con-
cerned that we had election 
commissioners for a long 
time even when they were 
appointed in by Janice Bo-
swell and the discussion was 
they don’t have term limits, 
so they can be in there how-
ever many terms,” Bailey 
said.

The governor and lieu-
tenant governor were also 
added because it enforces 
change.

“We don’t like change but 
it has to be forced and that’s 
why we’re having these 
amendments,” Bailey said. 

Wassana stated the tribes 
have a system that corrects 

anybody who doesn’t want 
to be in office by voting. 

“We always want to com-
pare ourselves lets be like the 
Chickasaws, let’s grow and 
expand and be powerful, we 
have done that, we are more 
physically capable of doing 
things today, we have more 
political clout than we ever 
had,” Wassana said.

Wassana said if the tribes 
wanted stability and wanted 
to keep someone in office, 
they would keep them in of-
fice and would vote them in. 

“One day you’re going to 
get somebody you really like 
and you really want to keep 
and someone is going to say 
it’s your last month or last 
year, but according to this 
new rule we have you cannot 
serve anymore, Bill Anoa-
tubby has probably been in 
office for 30 years, the best 
tribe in the state of Okla-
homa is run by the Chicka-
saws,” Wassana said.

Wassana continued to 
say the Chickasaws make 
billions because someone 
is leading the way to guide 
them through that. 

“It’s not about me, it’s 
about somebody that comes 
along in the future who may 
guide the tribe further and 
better than anybody else 
has,” Wassana said. 

Tribal citizen Pete Salinas 
stated his opposition against 
the resolution. 

“I’m actually against this 
resolution because I do agree 
if you do get somebody good 
and you want to keep them, 
there’s a system in place if 
you don’t like somebody, 
vote them out,” Salinas said. 

Resolution five failed to 
pass with a vote of 168 no, 
139 yes and 14 abstaining.

A tribal council resolution 
calling for a special election 
to amend the constitution for 
the executive branch candi-
dates. 

Bailey said a tribal em-
ployee submitted the reso-
lution however wanted to 
remain anonymous.

“The reasoning behind it 
was that the governor has to 
appoint the lieutenant gover-
nor, their feelings were that 
we need to have the people 
vote on it for the governor 
and they should be running 
separately, that’s what the 
amendment that they wanted 
to be put in, that’s what I did 
for them, I put it in and I told 
them I would speak on their 
behalf,” Bailey said. 

Out of respect of for-
mer Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes Lt. Gov. Gib Miles, 
Wassana said he’s going to 

wait until the first of the year 
and will be looking for some-
one who lives in the service 
area and is Arapaho, a Veter-
an and who is older and com-
passionate about people. 

Tribal citizen Margaret 
Behan stated out of respect 
for Miles, she’s mourning 
and grieving for the lieu-
tenant governor. 

“He was our tribal citizen 
and tribal leader, we must 
have respect for the griev-
ance part, the mourning part, 
please I ask of you,” Behan 
said.

Resolution number six 
failed to pass with a vote of 
177 no, 116 yes and 19 ab-
staining. 

A tribal council resolution 
calling for a special election 
to amend the constitution to 
include an at-large legislator 
for out of district tribal mem-
bers.

Tribal citizen Leah Bur-
rows read the resolution. 

“The reason I wrote this 
was last year in February we 
had five of 20 resolutions on 
the legislative agenda and 
five of the resolutions were 
from passed resolutions last 
year and when they went 
to legislative branch, none 
of the legislators sponsored 
them they just ignored it,” 
Burrows said.

An at large representa-
tive would be someone that 
would represent people that 
live outside the territory of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
boundaries.

Burrows said she needed 
someone to listen to her as 
she is considered out of dis-
trict.

“Let’s move forward and 
change this constitution,” 
Burrows said. 

Resolution number seven 
passed with a vote of 168 
yes, 148 no and 5 abstaining. 

A tribal council resolution 
calling for a special election 
to amend the constitution 
for the authority on Gaming 
Revenue Allocation Plan 
(GRAP).

A tribal council resolu-
tion on gaming revenue for 
a special election to amend 
the constitution for the Gam-
ing Revenue Allocation Plan 
(GRAP) percentages. 

Resolutions numbers 
eight and nine were submit-
ted by tribal citizen Junior 
Roman Nose.

“I’m from the Roman 
Nose and Beaver family and 
I’m here today to ask all trib-
al citizens and all those will-
ing to vote on my resolution 
to amend the constitution in 
regard to the GRAP and ba-

sically gives power to the 
tribal council instead of the 
power coming from execu-
tive or any other office and 
department,” Roman Nose 
said. 

Resolution eight failed to 
pass with a vote of 169 no, 
119 yes and 17 abstaining. 
Resolution nine also failed to 
pass with a vote of 232 no, 
81 yes and 10 abstaining. 

A tribal council resolution 
to keep per cap. 

Tribal citizen Phyllis Har-
jo authored the resolution, 
which stated to keep the per-
cap as is. 

“I know there are some 
that wanted to increase it, I 
know we just voted down to 
80% … basically it’s saying 
hands off, if you want to in-
crease the percap you by all 
means don’t have that right 
to increase it as Junior Ro-
man Nose tried to do with 
80% so if we have it in writ-
ing this will show that it’s 
documented, the people want 
to keep the per cap,” Harjo 
said. 

Resolution number 10 
passed with a vote of 252 
yes, 37 no and 12 abstaining. 

A tribal council resolution 
to determine funding based 
on voter population. 

Tribal citizen Judith Wil-
son read the resolution.

“What this is about is we 
just voted to add at large 
legislators and our governor 
asked where’s that money 
going to come from, well if 
we have more people living 
outside the district, those leg-
islators would receive part of 
this money and base it on 
what’s actually in their dis-
trict, the district unfortunate-
ly only has 47, they wouldn’t 
receive $300,000,” Wilson 
said.

Wilson said some of the 
money would go to the at 
large legislator.

“We would average it out 
per voting population not by 
district,” Wilson. 

Resolution number 11 
passed with a vote of 164 
yes, 69 no and 14 abstaining. 

A tribal council resolution 
for expenditure reports from 
the legislature.

“The tribal council would 
like to have expenditure re-
ports published from their 
legislators, the legislators 
have consistently asked for 
more money for their dis-
tricts and don’t know how 
the money is spent, the trib-
al council would like more 
transparency from the leg-
islators of their spending of 
funds,” Wilson said. 

Resolution number 12 

passed with a vote of 204 
yes, 37 no and 8 abstaining. 

A tribal council resolution 
for a homeless shelter. 

Harjo read and authored 
the resolution. 

“The winter is coming 
and a lot of you have driven 
through Oklahoma City and 
see the homeless … we obvi-
ously have a need and these 
people are part of our circle, 
are we not supposed to sup-
port one another and build 
each other up, that’s what 
this resolution is about,” 
Harjo said. 

Resolution number 13 
passed with a vote of 176 
yes, 41 no and 12 abstaining. 

A tribal council resolution 
for the colony pow-wow car-
nival and pageant. 

“The purpose of this car-
nival is to reduce the stress 
and anxiety of the upcoming 
school year the pageant will 
continue the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho culture for the fu-
ture,” tribal citizen Sheldon 
Sankey said. 

Tribal citizen Jessie Bot-
one stated all Cheyenne and 
Arapaho powwows needed 
to be included with the res-
olution. 

Resolution number 14 
failed to pass with a vote of 
132 no, 90 yes and 5 abstain-
ing.

A tribal council resolution 
to increase elders checks to 
$500. 

Resolution number 15 
passed with a vote of 216 
yes, 79 no and 6 abstaining. 

A tribal council resolution 
for tribal identification card 
changes. 

Resolution number 16 
failed to pass with a vote of 
115 no, 102 yes and 30 ab-
staining. 

A tribal council resolution 
to add two at large legislative 
seats. 

Tribal citizen Lisa Thun-
derbull submitted the reso-
lution. 

“I know this resolution 
has been needed for years 
… we need this implement-
ed right now so if this passes 
today then they can start the 
process of getting the two at 
large tribal legislators, one 
for an Arapaho district out 
of state and one Cheyenne 
out of state but it needs to be 
implemented,” Thunderbull 
said.

Resolution number 17 
failed to pass with a vote of 
105 no, 98 yes and 12 ab-
staining. 

After a closing prayer 
provided by Margaret Be-
han, the meeting adjourned 
at 1:58 p.m

TC MEETING
continued from pg. 1

“If they can find a ser-
vice here because there are 
a lot of services today, that’s 
what we want, we want peo-
ple to come through even if 
they pick up a card or pam-
phlet or even if they see a 
QR code and they just tap 
it with their phones, maybe 
they’ll connect with some-
one they can talk to because 
we don’t openly discuss it,” 
Youngbird said. 

With technology, there 
are many ways that people 
can connect with thera-
pists and counselors on the 
phones and through Face-
time. Youngbird said with 
suicide, there are so many 
unknown factors when 
someone takes their life. 

“I think sometimes 
there’s something that 
weighs heavily on the fam-
ily and we want people to 
know they’re not alone 
in this because I think it 
kind of just leaves people 
not knowing how to react, 
they just know their loved 

one is gone but they don’t 
know why or how come, I 
think it’s important that we 
let other people know that 
you’re not alone, all of us 
have been affected by sui-
cide in one way or another,” 
Youngbird said. 

As traditional drum 
songs echoed throughout 
the park, the awareness 
walk continued with partic-
ipants holding onto poster 
boards of loved ones who 
have lost their lives to sui-
cide. 

“We want to bring aware-
ness, so the other people 
know what to look for and 
that they know that they’re 
not alone in this journey of 
suicide with family mem-
bers, because there’s a lot 
of us. I don’t really know 
anyone that hasn’t been af-
fected by suicide, they just 
don’t talk about it, it’s just 
an awareness walk so that 
we can all be together,” 
Youngbird said.

MENTALHEALTH
continued from pg. 2

In conjunction with the Mental Health Bash event, a Suicide Awareness Walk was held at McClain Park in Clinton, 
Okla., where many participants walked alongside handmade posters of loved ones that were lost to suicide.
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Xzavier Karty, El Reno High School
Latoya Lonelodge, Senior Reporter

(EL RENO, OK) Playing both sides of 
the ball on offense and defense as a two-way 
starter, Xzavier Karty, 16, has a “go get‘em” 
attitude and a drive for success on the foot-
ball field this season. 

Standing 5’10, Karty began his junior year 
playing wide receiver and defensive back for 
El Reno High School football in El Reno, 
Okla. 

Karty began playing football when he was 
10 years old. At the time, his influence to play 
football came from a Bo Jackson highlight he 
saw when he was just 8 years old. Karty has 
since grown to love the sport of football. 

“I seen a Bo Jackson highlight when I was 
like 8 years old and I told my dad I wanted 
to play and he got me into it two years later, 
after I seen that video,” Karty said. 

Karty said what he loves most about the 
gridiron sport is tackling. 

“You can go and hit somebody and you 

don’t get in trouble for it,” Karty said. 
Karty’s motivation for playing is the 

brotherhood that comes with football and 
all the friends and families one can make by 
playing. 

“I had a big brother that played football 
his whole life so I thought it was pretty cool, 
that I can go and play too if he can do it,” 
Karty said. 

Looking forward to the season, Karty said 
his goals are to get at least six interceptions 
and 25 tackles. 

“I want to play the best I can and go out 
there and do what I can for the team,” Karty 
said. 

And while Karty stays motivated on the 
field, he’s also locked into his academics at 
school as he maintains a 3.9 GPA.

“I just lock in at school and in sports, just 
do your homework and you should be good 
for the year,” Karty said.

Staying consistent with his 
workout schedule, Karty said 
he stays fit by conditioning at 
practice.

“Do your best at practice 
and just go 110% and then 
condition just comes with it 
and lifting weights, I got a 
class for an hour that we lift 
weights with some of the kids 
at school, that’s how I stay 
fit,” Karty said. 

While training, Karty said 
he works on his craft and 
technique the most. 

“So I can read receivers 
and read DB’s to like make a 
play on the ball any chance I 
get,” Karty said.

And while working on his 
craft, Karty said the most im-
portant techniques to have as 
a football player is being able 
to make a play and to catch 
the ball. 

“I have the ability to make 

a play on the ball any chance 
I get but I would say I have a 
great ability to catch the ball, 
that’s my biggest one,” Karty 
said. 

When out on the field play-
ing the game he loves, Karty 
said playing makes him feel 
great overall because of the 
people he gets to play with.

“It makes me feel great 
but just makes me feel great 
because you can play with the 
people you played with since 
you were 10 years old, so it’s 
great being out there with 
people you know,” Karty 
said. 

Through playing foot-
ball, Karty said the sport has 
taught him great character 
and to do whats right when 
nobody’s looking. To be the 
best one can be and to go 110%.

“I would want to be remembered as the 
greatest defensive back that came out of El 
Reno and to try to leave a legacy behind and 
get all-state so the little kids can look up to 
me and say I want to be like 
him,” Karty said. 

El Reno football head 
coach, Russell Cook de-
scribed Karty as a great over-
all individual as he is tough on 
the field and a two way start-
er, a receiver on offense and 
plays corner on defense. 

“Xzavier is a team leader 
on and off the field, works 
hard everyday in practice and 
is playmaker on game night,” 
Cook said. 

Karty’s current stats are 
2/38 yards receiving, one 
touchdown and 16 total tack-
les with two interceptions. 

Anticipated to graduate in 

spring 2025, Karty hopes to further his ed-
ucation in college and to continue playing 
football. 

Xzavier’s parents are DeCarlos Banks and 
Ashley Karty. His grandmother is Brenda 
Harding and his siblings are DeCarlos and 
Kyla Banks and Nathaniel Karty.

Yvonne Hawk Verjan was 
invited as a guest speaker 
on behalf of the Indigenous 
Missing Women’s Prayer 
Walk in Las Vegas, Nev.

The walk was hosted 
by the Fifth Sun Project, 
a community empowering 
grassroots organization that 
facilitates stronger connec-
tions within communities to 
amplify issues on social jus-
tice, cultural awareness and 
preservation.

From l-r: Carla Roman, 
Tammy Tiger, Eztli Amaya, 
co-founder of the Fifth Sun 
Project, Yvonne Hawk Ver-
jan and Roberta L.
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INDIAN ELDER AWARDS
continued from pg. 5

OU NIGHTLY
continued from pg. 1

broadcast media for Native American 
youth.”

OU Nightly is produced weekdays and 
airs at 4:30 pm on Cox Cable channel 704 
in the Oklahoma City and Tulsa television 
markets, YouTube, Facebook and now on 
CATV.

About the Gaylord College of Journal-
ism and Mass Communication

The Gaylord College of Journalism and 
Mass Communication at the University 
of Oklahoma is committed to preparing 
the next generation of media profession-
als. The college offers five undergraduate 

majors in advertising, creative media pro-
duction, journalism, professional writing 
and public relations, providing students 
with a diverse and engaging educational 
experience. In addition to its undergrad-
uate offerings, Gaylord College features 
graduate and Ph.D. programs, as well as 
an online master’s degree. These advanced 
programs are designed to nurture academic 
excellence, adapt to diverse learning needs 
and inspire innovative thinking among stu-
dents. For more information, visit ou.edu/
gaylord.

cho, and Chilocco Indian 
school. 

Larry has been em-
ployed in different jobs 
over his lifetime, including 
being a treatment coun-
selor at the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Treatment Center 
in Bessie, Okla. An assis-
tant researcher for NIAAA, 
alcoholism study for the 
Center for Human Be-
havior Studies, Inc. Also 
worked as a health educa-
tor for the Native Ameri-
can Development Inc., and 
a counselor and substitute 
teacher for Watonga High 
School.

Larry’s family includes 
his wife Pauline Roman 
Nose, of 43 years, chil-
dren, Nona, Allen, Law-
rence, Jobe, and Lorenzo. 
And grandchildren Angelo, 
Natane, Colton, Shyla, Ja-
cob, Isaiah, and Jarred, and 
three great grandchildren, 

Mason, Leonidas, and Zaden.
Since becoming a traditionalist for the tribes, in recent times, Larry has been asked 

numerous times to do prayer blessings for individuals, families, households and fa-
cilities. 

“It is always an honor to do these prayer blessings, but the real Honor goes to Ma-
heo, the Creator, Praise God, Blessings to you all. Ni yiesh!”

Veteran Ed Wilson
Ed Wilson was born Aug. 2, 1943. He is an enrolled citizen of the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Tribes, and a U.S. Army Veteran having served during the Vietnam war from 
February 1965 – December 1967.

Upon being discharged Wilson said he immediately enrolled in school, but in a 

short time would find him-
self angry and “fed up” 
with life in general … not 
really being able to define 
why. Years later it would 
become clear to him.

“They had no transition 
program; they didn’t know 
what to do with us. You 
know you are in the service 
one day and then they cut 
you loose and you’re ex-
pected to be a productive 
member of society ... it 
just doesn’t work that way. 
Nowadays they have all 
these programs. Before you 
exit the service, you can 
have an exit strategy, some 
kind of transition prepa-
ration, but we didn’t have 
anything like that and there 
were a lot of us coming out 
at that time. All of us prob-
ably suffered from PTSD 
(post-traumatic stress dis-
order), but that wasn’t 
even a word we heard back 
then,” Wilson said.

Wilson serves on the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes Veterans Board and 
is a member of the Cheyenne and Arapaho American Legion Post 401 chapter. Wil-
son served as the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal Chairman in the early 1980s, leading 
the way to advocate for the return of Ft. Reno land in Washington, D.C. An endeavor 
that continues today with the current administration.

He works tirelessly throughout the community advocating for Veterans and Veter-
ans rights/benefits.

U.S. Army Veteran Ed Wilson

Larry Roman Nose with his wife of 43 years, Pauline Ro-
man Nose.
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Employment Opportunities
Submit Tribal Application, Resume, Transcripts, Diploma, Certifications, License and CDIB (if applicable) to: Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Personnel Dept. 

P.O. Box 167, Concho, Okla. 73022 or email to atisdale@cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov. Local Office: 405-422-7498 / FAX: 405-422-8222 / Toll Fee: 800-247-4612, 
ext. 27498. To view a full listing of job vacancies visit www.cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov/careers.

Teacher - Head Start
Concho

Closing Date:
Until Filled

QUALIFICATIONS: 
In consultation with su-

pervisor, develops own pro-
fessional work goals and 
training plan.  Participates in 
training as requested. Asso-
ciate’s or Bachelor’s Degree 
in Early Childhood Educa-
tion, with 2 years experience 
working in a preschool set-
ting or an equivalent combi-
nation of training and expe-
rience. Computer experience 
a must. Knowledge of Head 
Start Performance Stan-
dards. Ability to clearly ar-
ticulate the program’s goals 
and philosophy and the role 
of the early childhood devel-
opment. Leadership ability 
in the area of planning, orga-
nizing, supervising and im-
plementing program design. 
Ability to work positively 
with parents and work coop-
eratively as a team member. 
Obtain and hold a current 
food handler’s care/first aid 
and CPR. Maintain compli-
ance with Criminal Histo-
ry Registry. Random Drug 
Testing. Fully vaccinated for 
COVID-19. Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Preference.

SALARY:  Negotiable

Child Care Master 
Teachers: Concho/

Clinton
Closing Date:

Until Filled
QUALIFICATIONS: 
One of the following: AA/

AS degree or higher with 
ECE/CD credit hours, 30 
credit hours with at least 12 
ECE/CD credit hours. Okla-
homa Certificate of Mastery, 
Current Child Development 
Associate Credential or 
current Certified Childcare 
Professional Cr3edential. 
Oklahoma Competency Cer-
tificate in Early Care and 
Education, must have basic 
computer skills and valid 
Oklahoma driver’s license. 
Random drug and alcohol 
testing, must pass a criminal 
background check and main-
tain compliance with Crimi-
nal History Registry. Level 3 
Background check require-
ment. Cheyenne-Arapaho 
preference.

SALARY:  Negotiable

Executive Director
Dept. of Health

Closing Date:
Until Filled

QUALIFICATIONS: 
Completion of bachelor’s 

degree in health administra-
tion or related field. Demon-
strated basic professional 
competence in the health 
field. Ability to prioritize, 
manage and complete mul-
tiple tasks and responsibili-
ties. Time management and 
delegation skills are crucial. 
Knowledge of tribal and 
community resources for re-
ferrals of clients to most ap-
propiate source of assistance. 
Possess strong communica-
tion skills, written and oral, 
sufficient to interact with 
Indian and non-Indian com-
munities, other agencies and 
the general public. OSBI and 
criminal background check 
required. Must possess a 
current Oklahoma driver’s 
license. Prefer knowledge 
of Cheyenne and Arapaho/
Native American cultures 
and values. Ability to work 
with difficult clientele with 
various health problems and/
or needs. Cheyenne-Arapaho 
preference.

SALARY:  Negotiable

Water Program
Coordinator-EPA

Closing Date:
Until Filled

QUALIFICATIONS: 
Associate degree in relat-

ed science field preferred, re-
quired high school diploma 
or GED certification. Two 
years work experience, pref-
erably working with tribal 
programs and specifically 
environmental programs. 
Ability to work with limit-
ed supervision and complete 
assigned tasks in a timely 
manner. Computer literate 
with ability to learn new 
programs. Ability to learn to 
operate variety of office ma-
chines including water moni-
toring/testing equipment and 
software. Must have valid 
Oklahoma driver’s license 
and be available to travel 
both in state and out of state 
on a frequent basis.

SALARY:  Negotiable

General Laborer
Road Maintenance

Closing Date: 
Until Filled

QUALIFICATIONS:  
Must provide proof of high 
school diploma or G.E.D., 
associate’s degree in man-
agement or related field pr-
ferred with at least two years 
experience in the mainte-
nance or construction field 
also preferred. Must possess 
current Oklahoma driver’s 
license and provide current 
Motor Vehicle Report with 
acceptable driving record. 
Must pass pre-hire drug and 
alcohol screen and adhere 
to COVID-19 protocols. 
Demonstrate skills in basic 
knowledge of map, plan or 
layout reading. Understand-
ing construction material 
testing and determine appli-
cability with regard to dirt 
work, subgrade work, con-
crete work and/or asphalt 
work. Cheyenne-Arapaho 
preference.

SALARY:  Negotiable

Education School 
Administrator
STEP Grant
Closing Date:

Until Filled
QUALIFICATIONS: 
Devote 100% of time to 

provide training, support and 
supervision for the develop-
ment of the charter school 
proposal. Master’s degree 
in education or related field 
preferred with at least five 
years work experience work-
ing in school administration. 
Experience working in fed-
eral grants serving Native 
communities and families. 
Must possess a current Okla-
homa driver’s license, clean 
driving record, ability to pass 
OSBI backgrund check and 
drug testing. Must be able to 
work flexible hours inlcud-
ing weekends and holidays 
and must be willing and able 
to perform related travel as-
sociated with this position.
Cheyenne and Arapaho tribal 
citizen preference.

SALARY:  Negotiable

If you are a relative 
of the late Beatrice Mag 
Pie - I am looking for 
my relatives to reunite. 
Please contact her son 
Bruno Lira by writing 
237 Tall Timber Loop, 
Whitney, Texas 76692 or 
calling 682-760-2224.

LOOKING FOR
RELATIVES



PAGE 11Tsistsistas & Hinonoei Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune

OBITUARIES
Ramona Jesse Abrams
Ramona “Mona” Jes-

se Abrams was born June 
22, 1957, in Clinton, Okla., 
to James Wolf Daukei and 
Arlene (Standingwater) 
Daukei. Mona departed this 
life on Oct. 5, 2023, at her 
home in Canton, Okla.

Mona spent most of her 
life being a housewife and 
taking care of her family. 
Mona loved all her family 
and enjoyed spending time 
with every one of them. Al-
though Mona did not have 
children of her own, Mona 
helped to raise a few of her 
nieces and nephews and a 
couple of grandchildren in 
which they had lived with 
her from time to time. Mona 
enjoyed going to the casi-
no, playing bingo, listening 
to music, and cruising with 
her family. Mona’s great-
est treasure was her family. 
Mona enjoyed laughing and 
joking with her family. Mona 
was always willing to help 
anyone in need, if someone 
needed a place to stay Mona 

was always opening her 
home to help.

Mona graduated with a 
GED from Tiffan,Ohio while 
she was married to her late 
husband William J. Abrams. 
Mona went on to work as 
a smoke shop clerk for the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes and was CLEET certi-
fied for armed security.

Mona was preceded in 
death by long-time compan-
ion John Gray, both parents, 
James and Arlene Daukei, 
two brothers, Theodore Ray 
Daukei and Arlen Gene 
Daukei, three sisters, Corrine 
Ruth Stewart, Carole Jean 
Daukei, and Kimberly Joyce 
Lime, grandparents, James 
and Ruth Standingwater and 
Hattie and Walter Daukei.

Survivors include one 
brother Stacker Daukei, 
nephew Jarvis Daukei Sr. 
and companion Candice 
Chavez; niece Demetria 
Daukei and companion Lucy 
Cometsevah; nieces Sherry 
Fire; Neko Watson; Kaycee 

Daukei; nephews Michael 
Daukei; Stacker Daukei II. 
Numerous other nieces and 
nephews, grandchildren and 
extended family members. 
Mona will be greatly missed 
by all her family.

Wake services were held 
Oct. 8 at the Canton Emer-
gency Response Center in 
Canton, Okla. Funeral ser-
vices were held Oct. 9, at 
the same venue, officiated by 
Rev. Gerald Panana and Rev. 
John WhiteEagle, followed 
by an interment at the Chiefs 
Cemetery under the direction 
of Pierce Funeral Home.

Brandy Nicole Chavers

Leroy N. Hawk

OBITUARIES
Forrest Douglas Little Bird

Miller Red Cherries Jr.

Brandy Nicole Chavers 
was born June 23, 1980 in 
El Reno, Okla. She passed 
from this earth on Oct. 1, 
2023, at Integris Baptist 
Medical Center in Oklaho-
ma City.  

Brandy graduated from 
El Reno High School and 
was a homemaker.

She is survived by two 
sons, Bradley Chavers and 
girlfriend Abi, and Bradeyn 
Chavers, all of El Reno, 
daughter Sidney Breaux 
and husband Brandon of El 
Reno, granddaughter Jose-
phine Breaux, father, Thom-
as Blackowl Sr. of El Reno, 
brothers, Thomas Blackowl 
Jr. and girlfriend Jenni Owen 
of El Reno, and Shawn Blac-
kowl and wife Allison, of 

Clinton, Okla., grandfather 
Merle Gordon of El Reno 
and former husband Josh 
Chavers of Yukon. Brandy 
is also survived by her niec-
es and nephews, Brianna 
Clements and her children, 
Paisley and Tate, Chelsae 
Blackowl and her son Dax-
ton, Mackenzie Blackowl, 
Faith Blackowl, Inara Blac-
kowl, Madelyn Blackowl, 
Loki Blackowl, Achilles 
Blackowl, Theia Blackowl, 
Calliope Blackowl; Blakely 
Chavers, Tatum Chavers and 
Harper Chavers.

Her mother Cynthia 
(Gordon) Blackowl, grand-
mothers, Dorothy Gordon 
and Margaret Pawnee, niece, 
Dottie Blackowl, and sister-
in-law Sherri Blackowl, pre-

ceded her in death.
Wake services were held 

Oct. 8 at the Concho Emer-
gency Response Center in 
Concho, Okla. Funeral ser-
vices were held Oct. 9 at the 
Benson Memorial Chapel, 
followed by an interment at 
the El Reno Cemetery under 
the direction of Huber Ben-
son Funeral Home.

Leroy N. Hawk, 78 passed 
away Sept. 23, 2023. He was 
born on June 19, 1945, in 
Concho, Okla., at the Indi-
an Hospital, to Fannie Nel-
lie Hawk, who gave birth to 
twin boys, one being Leroy 
and his twin Burton Hawk.

Leroy always worked 
hard to make a living for his 
family. Leroy is preceded in 
death by his mother Nellie, 
father Alfred Roman Nose 
(Lefty), brother Leslie Ray 
Hawk, brother Burton Hawk, 
son Sheldon Hawk, nephew 
David Burton Hawk Sr., and 

neice Nena Rose Hawk.
He is survived by his 

daughters, KarinLee Hawk, 
Susan Hawk, Sandy Hawk 
(currently in Germany) and 
Tashina Hawk Sutton. His 
sons, Robert Shawn Hawk 
Sr, Johnnie Lee Hawk, 
James Lee Hawk, Leroy N. 
Hawk II, and Trever Hawk. 
He is also survived by all 
his grandchildren and great 
grandchildren.

Wake services were held 
Sept. 28 at the Kingfisher 
Emergency Response Center 
in Kingfisher, Okla. Funeral 

services were held Sept. 29, 
at the same venue, followed 
by an interment at the King-
fisher City Cemetery under 
the direction of Sanders Fu-
neral Home.

Forrest Douglas ‘Dutch’ 
Little Bird was born May 
4, 1941, in Clinton, Okla., 
to Alfred and Lola Mae 
(Lee) Little Bird. He 
passed away on Sept. 26, 
2023, at Great Plains Med-
ical Center in Elk City. He 
was a citizen of the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes. 
Dutch was raised and at-
tended school in Weather-
ford until his 11th grade year 
and then transferred to Ty-
rone Public Schools, gradu-
ating with the Class of 1959. 
After graduating he attend-
ed Okmulgee Tech School, 
where he earned a certificate 
in Auto Body repair. 

In 1960, he married Pris-
cilla Farmer and from that 
marriage two sons were 
born. He worked at various 
body shops in Oklahoma. 
He then moved to Dal-
las, Texas for a new start. 
Dutch met the love of his 

life, Sandra Suddrech and 
they married in 1967, at 
the Methodist Church in 
Weatherford. To this union 
one son and two daugh-
ters were born. Dutch and 
Sandy made their home 
in Weatherford, where he 
opened up his own busi-
ness, the B & D Body Shop, 
before retiring in 2002. 
Dutch is survived by his 
wife of 55 years, Sandra 
Little Bird, of their home; 
one daughter, Sherry Little 
Bird of Weatherford, two 
sons, Forrest Little Bird and 
wife, Lala of San Antonio, 
Texas and William Anthony 
Little Bird of Dallas, Texas, 
three sisters, Lorene Bish-
op of Weatherford, Janice 
Marcum and husband, Don 
Nikkel of Weatherford and 
Rebecca Leonard and hus-
band, Steve of Weatherford, 
and five grandchildren.

He was preceded in death 

by his parents, one brother, 
Anthony Little Bird, two 
sisters, Wanda Faye Leath-
ers and Loretta Ann Steere, 
one son, Shannon Little 
Bird, and one daughter Kris-
ten Dyson. 

Funeral services were 
held Sept. 30 at the Lock-
stone Funeral Chapel in 
Weatherford, Okla., offici-
ated by Carl Johnson, fol-
lowed by an interment at the 
Greenwood Cemetery under 
the direction of Lockstone 
Funeral Home.

Miller Red Cherries Jr. 
was born Oct. 25, 1940 in 
Clinton, Okla. He left this 
earth on Sept. 14, 2023 at In-
tegris Baptist Medical Center 
in Oklahoma City.

Miller was an avid runner 
during high school, running 
cross country and track. In 
1960 he graduated from Has-
kell Institute where he stud-
ied printing. Miller was a 
talented silversmith special-

izing in turquoise jewelry.
Miller is survived by two 

daughters and sons-in-law, 
Nina Red Cherries and Bob-
by McCampbell, and Rhon-
da Red Cherries and Michael 
Johnson, and a step-grand-
son Donovan McCampbell.

Graveside services were 
held Sept. 22 at the Concho 
Indian Cemetery under the 
direction of Huber Benson 
Funeral Home.

Patricia Ann Mousetrail Russell
Patricia Ann Mousetrail 

Russell was born on July 
13, 1944 in Seiling, Okla., 
to parents Harvey Mouse-
trail Russell Sr. and Frances 
Nibbs Russell. She was the 
eldest of 11 siblings.She left 
this world on Sept. 26, 2023, 
at the age of 79.

Patricia had three chil-
dren, LouAnn, George Lee 
and Nelson Franklin Chou-
teau.

Patricia was a fluent 
Cheyenne language speaker 
and elder ceremonial Priest-
ess. She was known for her 
knowledge of Cheyenne 
language, history and cultur-
al stories. Her father was a 
devoted member of the Na-
tive American Church and 
she continued that level of 
support for her children and 
grandchildren.

Patricia was an accom-
plished beadworker and cra-
dleboard maker. Her work 
can be found in private, 
public and academic col-
lections across the country. 
She enjoyed her time being a 
member of the international 
indigenous artist group The 
Makers.

She loved her family, es-
pecially her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. She 
cherished family gatherings 
and holidays spent with her 
loved ones. She also liked 

to listen to music and watch 
movies. Her straightforward 
personality and authenticity 
will be remembered.

Patricia was preceded in 
death by her parents, Harvey 
and Frances Mousetrail Rus-
sell, brothers LaValle and 
Monte Mousetrail Russell, 
grandson Lee Chouteau and 
Baby Chouteau.

Those left to cherish her 
memory are her children, 
LouAnn Chouteau and Mark 
of Oklahoma City, George 
Chouteau of Oklahoma City, 
and Nelson Chouteau and 
Cornelia of Oklahoma City; 
brothers Harvey Mousetrail 
Russell Jr., Cliff Mousetrail 
Russell and late wife Dana, 
Matthew Mousetrail Rus-
sell and wife Ruthie, sisters, 
Leanna Mousetrail Russell 
and husband Danny Mo-
ses Sr., Cheryl Quick and 
her husband Virgil, Mona 
Wright, Millie Mousetrail 
Russell and Marcella Mouse-
trail Russell. She will be 
deeply missed by her grand-
children,  Michelle Chou-
teau Merriman of Oklaho-
ma City, Tony Elizondo and 
wife Kelly of Tahlequah, Mi-
chael Elizondo Jr.  and wife 
Dayrah of El Reno, Jeffrey 
Elizondo and wife Veronica 
of El Reno, Lisa Walkusky 
and husband Mark from the 
Netherlands, Rachel Kim-

brough and husband Jared 
of Edmond, Vanessa Loeffler 
and husband Rob of Nor-
folk, VA, Kelly Signer and 
husband Wesley of Wichita, 
Kansas, Danielle K. Chou-
teau of Tulsa, Levi T. Chou-
teau of Tulsa, and Constance 
L. Chouteau of Tulsa.  She 
also has 27 great-grandchil-
dren who will miss her pres-
ence here on earth, along 
with many nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and many 
friends.

Patricia leaves a lega-
cy behind that will live on 
through her family.  Her lov-
ing spirit will be missed by 
many.

An all-night traditional 
wake service was held Oct. 
1 at the Canton Emergency 
Response Center in Can-
ton, Okla. Funeral services 
were held Oct. 2, at the same 
venue, followed by an inter-
ment at the Brumfield Cem-
etery under the direction of 
Redinger Funeral Home.

Lyman Ray Weasel Bear
Lyman Ray Weasel Bear 

Jr. was born Sept. 21, 1974, 
to Lyman Ray Weasel Bear 
Sr. and Phyllis Tall White 
Man in Crow Agency, Mon-
tana. He passed away one 
day after his 49th birthday, 
Sept. 22, 2023, at his Clinton 
residence.

Lyman was raised in 
Watonga, Okla., where he 
graduated in 1993 from high 
school. He was an outstand-
ing basketball player and 
was part of the basketball 
team that took state for the 
first time in 1993. He contin-
ued his education at Haskell 
Indian School and received 
his associate degree in liberal 
arts. He made his way back 
to Clinton and worked for the 
Hollitex Factory before mov-
ing to Weatherford in 1999. 
He worked for the BOT Ram 
Company. He moved back to 

Clinton and has been a handy 
man doing several odd jobs.

He was the comedian and 
jokester of the family and 
was often pulling pranks 
on everyone. He never met 
strangers and had numerous 
friends.

He was a proud member 
of the Northern Cheyenne 
Tribe and was a ceremonial 
man of his tribe.

He is preceded in death by 
his mother and father.

He is survived by his 
companion Amy Austin 
of Clinton, two daughters, 
Sydney Jessepe of Mari-
etta, Kansas, and Savana 
Weasel Bear of Ada, Okla., 
sister Dorothy Weasel Bear 
of Oklahoma City, and four 
brothers, Bill Wease Bear of 
Watonga, Frank Weasel Bear 
of Weatherford, Squire We-
sel Bear of Colstrip, Mont. 

and two grandchildren.
An all-night wake service 

was held Sept. 28 at the Clin-
ton Emergency Response 
Center in Clinton, Okla. 
Funeral services were held 
Sept. 29, at the same venue, 
officiated by Rev. Delfred 
Whitecrow, followed by an 
interment at the Clinton Indi-
an Cemetery under the direc-
tion of Kiesau-Lee Funeral 
Home.
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TULSA -- It worked out well for Omaha tribal citizen 
George McCauley that his wife was making a work presenta-
tion in Tulsa on Monday. That allowed him to travel with her 
and attend the Indigenous Peoples Day celebration.

McCauley, who grew up on the reservation in Nebraska, 
attended boarding school in South Dakota and has lived most 
of his adult life in Minneapolis, is a retired Indian child wel-
fare worker. He is also an actor who as an extra portrayed 
a “rich Osage” in “Killers of the Flower Moon,” so he was 
naturally interested in the panel discussion that took place as 
part of the celebration.

Panelists, who acted in or were otherwise associated with 
the movie scheduled to open Oct. 20 in Oklahoma, shared 
their thoughts about the Martin Scorsese film that depicts the 
“Osage Reign of Terror” of the 1920s. Appearing together on 
stage were Osage Assistant Chief R.J. Walker, Danette Dan-
iels, Frances West Williams, Winnie Guess Perdue and Billie 

Ponca.
Walker said that during the making of the film in Osage 

County, he saw Scorsese and the actors “come in and respect 
the Osage Nation and respect the elders. They wanted to make 
the story right.”

Walker said the movie portrays the perseverance of the 
Osage people.

“Get out there and see it, it’s powerful,” he said.
Daniels, who owns the Waterbird Gallery in Pawhuska, 

said tribal members who were worried about how they would 
be portrayed and perhaps stereotyped in the movie wrote a 
letter to Scorsese, inviting him to a traditional Osage meal. 
He accepted.

About 300 people lined up against a wall, and Scorsese 
shook hands with each of them, which took about an hour, 
Daniels said.

“They changed the script after that to include more about 
the Osage story,” Daniels said.

Perdue, who is a Cherokee elder, said the Osage and the 
Cherokee have a history of not getting along. But during the 
filming of the movie, she said, she developed close friend-
ships with Osage tribal citizens. She portrayed a wealthy 
Osage woman who was part of a delegation to Washington. 

“This was a spiritual experience,” she said. “Never have I 
met with such honor.”

Based on the book by David Grann, the movie stars Rob-
ert DeNiro, Leonardo DeCaprio and Native actor Lily Glad-
stone. It tells the story of how oil-rich Osage were murdered 
for their headrights.

Dozens of tribal citizens worked as staff members and ex-
tras as the film was being shot.  

McCauley said he will not know until he sees the movie 
whether any of his scenes survived the editing process. He 
said he worked on the set for two weeks in the spring of 2021 
and returned later for five days.

“They brought me back for the wedding scene,” he said.
McCauley’s previous movies include “The Jingle Dress” 

and “A Stray.”
During opening ceremonies, the audience gathered at 

Dream Keepers Park heard from Walker along with Mus-
cogee Chief David Hill and Cherokee Nation Chief Chuck 
Hoskin Jr. 

Sterlin Harjo, the Seminole filmmaker and co-creator 
of the hit television series “Reservation Dogs,” which was 
filmed in Oklahoma, was scheduled to speak and serve as pa-
rade marshal, but was unable to attend due to a family emer-
gency. Muscogee artist Dana Tiger created the signature art 
for the celebration. 

Hoskin told the crowd that any observance of Indigenous 
People’s Day must include the story of “oppression, theft and 
disposition” perpetuated against Native peoples.

“But it’s not just a history of tragedy,” he said. “It’s also a 
history of triumph. Our people overcame so much.”

‘Killers of the Flower Moon’ will
debut throughout the world Oct. 20

By Kimberly Burk, Tribal Tribune Correspondent

Panelists who shared insights from the Oklahoma film-
ing of “Killers of the Flower Moon” were, from left, Winnie 
Guess Perdue, Frances Williams, Danette Daniels, Billie 
Ponca and R.J. Walker. Matt Roberts, far right, was master 
of ceremonies for the celebration at Dream Keepers Park 

Indian princesses from across Oklahoma wait to perform 
and be introduced during opening ceremonies at Tulsa’s 
annual Native American Day Celebration. (Photos / Echo 
Reed, Osage News)


