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(OKLAHOMA CITY) 

The Oklahoma Supreme 

Court announced the trans-

fer of The Sovereignty 

Symposium to Oklahoma 

City University. The Sov-

ereignty Symposium was 

established by the Oklaho-

ma Supreme Court to pro-

vide a forum in which ideas 

concerning common legal 

issues among federal and 

state officials and the state’s 
Native American tribes can 

be exchanged in a schol-

arly, non-adversarial envi-

ronment. The Oklahoma 

Supreme Court espoused no 

view on any of the issues, 

and the positions taken by 

symposium participants 

were not endorsed by the 

Supreme Court.

The next symposium 

will take place June 13-14, 

2023, at the Skirvin Hilton 

Hotel in downtown Oklaho-

ma City. Titled “Treaties,” 

the keynote speaker will 

be Baroness Emma Nichol-

son of Winterbourne, a Life 

Peer and a member of the 

House of Lords in the Unit-

ed Kingdom. More details 

will be released later on the 

event website at thesover-

eigntysymposium.com. 

The Oklahoma City Uni-

versity School of Law has 

a long history of teaching 

and working in Oklahoma 

Indian Country. OCU Law 

houses the American Indian 

Law and Sovereignty Cen-

ter, as well as its American 

Indian Wills Clinic.

“Oklahoma City Univer-

sity is honored to be able 

to host and administer The 

Sovereignty Symposium for 

the years to come,” OCU 

President Kenneth Evans 

said. “Our School of Law 

and our university at-large 

emphasize collaboration 

with Oklahoma’s 39 tribal 
governments and their cit-

izens. Hosting the sympo-

sium is a natural extension 

of our continuing efforts.”

Oklahoma Supreme 

Court Chief Justice Richard 

Darby said that “the trans-

fer enables OCU to expand 

the event in a more robust 

way and offer even more 

educational opportunities to 

students and the legal com-

munity.”

By Zoë Blume

Gaylord News

(WASHINGTON, D.C.) 

More than a thousand miles 

from home, Oklahoma trib-

al leaders found themselves 

in Washington this week as 

tribes from every corner of 

the United States assembled 

in one room to hear Presi-

dent Biden deliver new com-

mitments on co-stewardship 

of federal lands and waters, 

implementation of the Indian 

Energy Purchase, and much 

more.

Joseph Byrd, chairman 

of the Quapaw Tribe, head-

quartered in far northeastern 

Oklahoma, said the state’s 
own Indian Country was 

represented well, with tribal 

leaders from the east to the 

west of the state experienc-

ing the summit together. 

 “When you’re sitting in 
that room, with representa-

Oklahoma tribal leaders say 
synergy felt at Tribal Summit

Oklahoma delegates to the summit included, from left, Cheyenne and Arapaho Gov. Reggie Wassana, Peoria Chief 

Craig Harper, Muscogee Chief David Hill and Muscogee Second Chief Del Beaver. (Photo by LaRenda Morgan, govern-

ment affairs representative for the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes)

Oklahoma Supreme Court 
transfers Sovereignty 
Symposium to OCU

During the week of Nov. 28 – Dec. 2, 

2022, the White House Tribal Nations Sum-

mit was held in Washington D.C. Attending 

the weeklong summit, Cheyenne and Arapa-

ho Gov. Reggie Wassana and  Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Tribes Governmental Affairs Liai-

son LaRenda Morgan, used the opportunity 

to advocate for the needs of Cheyenne and 

Arapaho tribal communities and important 

issues facing the tribes.

On Nov. 29, Gov. Wassana met with As-

sistant Secretary Bryan Newland to discuss 

Ft. Reno. In addition to this meeting, Gov. 

Wassana met with the United States Dept. of 

Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Tom Vilsack 

and USDA Tribal Liaison Heather Thompson 

regarding the return of Ft. Reno to the tribes.

Gov. Wassana and Morgan also took ad-

vantage of the opportunity to meet with the 

staff of Congressman Frank Lucas, Oklaho-

ma’s 3rd District and Congresswoman Steph-

anie Bice, Oklahoma’s 5th District to address 

The Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Master Apprentice Program 
is excited to gift Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribal citizens 

with Langauge at your 
fingertips for Christmas.
Available on IOS & Mac. 

Coming soon on all 
platforms!! 

https://apps.apple.com/us/
app/cheyenne-arapaho/

id1634701457
#cheyenne #arapaho 
#SpeakYourLanguage

Building partnerships 
during Tribal Nation 
Summit

Chickasaw Nation Gov. Bill Anoatubby 

(l) and Cheyenne and Arapaho Gov. Reg-

gie Wassana attend the 2022 Tribal Nations 

Summit in Washington, D.C.

                        (Photo / LaRenda Morgan)PARTNERSHIPS  / pg. 4
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(CLINTON, OK) The 

Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Tribes’ Dept. of Parks & 
Recreation is bringing new 

life to an old building.

For over two decades the 

original Housing Authority 

building, located four miles 

west of Clinton, Okla., has 

sat empty and desolate. 

With renovations complet-

ed, the official red ribbon 
cutting ceremony on Dec. 6 

marked the opening of the 

new location of the Parks & 
Recreation Center.

“As a tribe we have to 

continue to grow … we 

have to continue to make 

things better,” Cheyenne 

and Arapaho Gov. Reggie 

Wassana said.

Gov. Wassana expressed 

the need for the parks and 

recreation department to 

keep up with the tribes’ 
powwow grounds and oth-

er properties located across 

the tribal jurisdictions.

The renovation project 

took more than three years 

to complete due to budget 

constraints. The Dept. of 

Parks & Recreation Exec-

utive Director Sonny Red-

shin requested the use of the 

old building.

“There was no space in 

Concho and I asked, ‘where 

can we go?’ It was then I re-

membered the old housing 

authority building,” Red-

shin said.

After overcoming many 

hurdles and challenges, the 

new center is now com-

ing to life and the staff are 

ready to serve the tribal 

communities.

Redshin said the future 

goals are to continue build-

ing on what they started and 

improving the Colony, Red-

moon, Concho and Canton 

powwow grounds.

Chris Yelloweagle pro-

vided the building blessing 

and Dwight Whitebuffalo 

offered the prayer for the 

meal.

Below is the link for out of service / out of state Cheyenne and 
Arapaho tribal citizens, ages 18-54, to sign up for Holiday Food 
Cards. Please sign up by Dec. 23!

https://hipaa.jotform.com/223345859180057
For questions please call 405-422-7865

OUT OF DISTRICT / OUT OF STATE HOLIDAY FOOD CARDS

Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Parks 
and Recreation 
Department 
Settles into its 
New Location

Cheyenne and Arapaho Gov. Reggie Wassana and Dept. 

of Parks & Recreation Executive Director Sonny Redshin 

prepare to cut the red ribbon signifying opening of the new 

offices of the Dept. of Parks & Recreation In Clinton, Okla. 
(Photo / Chris RomanNose)

Latoya Lonelodge, Senior Reporter 

Encouraged by friends, family and 

running a sports team, Blue Raven De-

signs, found themselves starting a busi-

ness in the middle of the COVID-19 
pandemic back in October 2021. 

Being in business for over a year, the 

small Native owned business is in its 

busiest year yet with continuous orders 

ranging in personalized orders to cus-

tom orders. 

Owned by Cheyenne and Arapaho 

citizens Whitley Powell and her fa-

ther Glenn Starr, Blue Raven Designs 

specializes in various types of custom 

items that include clothing apparel, cof-

fee mugs, tumblers, sippy cups, door 

mats, mouse pads, coasters, Christmas 

stockings, blankets and home décor. 

“It was founded with the goal of 

serving customers who want a person-

alized experience and know they will 

receive the very best products or ser-

vices,” Powell said. 

The idea for starting their 

own business came to 

mind when Powell and 

Starr were involved 

with running multiple 

sports teams and be-

ing unable to find an 
affordable option for 

parents and families 

for custom team gear. 

“Many local busi-

nesses who create 

shirts limit custom-

ers from purchasing 

less than 100 or so 

shirts, bigger com-

panies also require a 

longer turnaround time 

to complete orders, our 

turnaround time for any of 

our products have remained at a 

week or less,” Powell said. 

The name Blue Raven has spiritual 

significance and is derived from ravens, 
symbolizing intelligence, partnerships, 

rebirth and adapt-

ability. 

“The color blue 

also represents 

meanings of intu-

ition, imagination 

and inspiration. 

The two words 

also represent 

places that we both 

consider home,” 

Starr said. 

As business has 

increased through-

out the past year, 

Blue Raven De-

signs has become 

popular with their 

most sold items 

being t-shirt de-

signs. Recently, 

their biggest or-

der was placed by 

the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Tribes’ 
executive office. 

“We were able 

to create a custom 

design to capture 

the importance of 

our tribal members 

getting registered 

to vote, in total 800 voter registration 

shirts were taken to the Oklahoma In-

dian Nations Powwow and the Labor 

Day Powwow. We are grateful for Gov-

ernor Wassana and his executive office 
for supporting Native owned and local 

businesses,” Starr said.

And despite starting a business in the 

middle of the pandemic in 2021, Blue 

Raven Designs has managed to stay 

busy consistently. 

“Business is going great, most of 

our business has come from local peo-

ple and this includes people we know, 

our friends, family and their friends and 

family,” Powell said. 

Powell said the goals of their busi-

ness is to stay competitive and keep 

growing. 

“We intend to produce unique design 

work, maintain a quick turnaround time 

and impress our customers,” Powell 

said. 

With other competitive stores of-

fering custom services, Blue Raven 

Designs have a few reasons that make 

them stand apart from other businesses. 

Because they are a small team, they are 

able to work directly with clientele to 

give them the best experience possible.

“Our goal is to create long lasting 

relationships with our most loyal cus-

tomers, building the feeling of connect-

edness with our customers also derives 

from our uniqueness and individuali-

ty we put into every design we create. 

Lastly, we strive to keep our prices 

Dashing through the
Holidays: Tribally Owned 
Business Still Growing

Whitley Powell holding a custom door mat made by Blue 

Raven Designs. (Submitted photo)
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Senior Reporter

(CLINTON, OK) On 

Dec. 3, a Special tribal 

Council Meeting was held 

at the Clinton Emergency 

Response Center in Clinton, 

Okla. 

Tribal citizens in atten-

dance were provided with 

electronic voting devices 

first introduced at the annual 
Tribal Council meeting held 

in October, which proved to 

be a success in ensuring ac-

curate voting. 

Roll call began at 10:07 

a.m., with the 75-member 
quorum being met at 10:13 

a.m. 

Nominations for chair-

man were taken from the 

floor, with LaRenda Morgan 
and Jerry RomanNose being 

nominated. After a call for 

the vote, Morgan was elected 

chairman with a vote of 96 
for Morgan and 51 for Ro-

manNose. 

The nominations for sec-

retary resulted in Bobbie 

Hamilton winning by accla-

mation. 

On the agenda, two items 

were discussed and voted on, 

a Tribal Council resolution 

to approve the 2023 budget. 

The 2023 budget was initial-

ly voted down at the annual 

tribal council meeting held 

on Oct. 3 in Concho, Okla. 

On Oct. 27, the Cheyenne 

and Arapaho Tribes Ninth 

Legislature passed 9L-SS-
2022-1027-001 – a bill to en-

act the 2023 budget. Accord-

ing to Article V, Section 3 of 

the Constitution states in part 

that “Special Meetings of the 

Tribal Council may be called 

by five members of the Leg-

islature.”

The  Ninth Legislature 

called for a special Tribal 

Council meeting to call for 

a vote on passing the 2023 

budget.

Discrepancies in the bud-

get that was provided in Oc-

tober were among the many 

concerns that tribal citizens 

had when they chose to vote 

against the budget being 

passed. 

Additions and changes 

made to the original budget 

voted down in October were 

included in the resolution. 

Many tribal citizens shared 

opposing views of the budget 

during discussion. 

Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Tribes Gov. Reggie Wassana 

said the Tribe’s budget af-
fects everyone, including the 

programs within it that pro-

vide services.

“Inside of our budget 

we have social services, we 

have education, we have all 

these things that affect all 

of you, our elder care is in 

those budgets and I try to tell 

somebody, what if we don’t 
pass it and come to the end 

of this month and we want to 

send elder care checks, what 

do we do? I say what about 

schools, school supplies, 

what do we do?” Wassana 

asked.

Wassana said the tribes al-

ways try to make sure people 

have access to services and 

that everyone is taken care 

of. 

“It’s critical, some people 
think it’s not and we kind of 
pass it on as a joke some-

times, let’s not pass it and 
see what happens, I support 

it because of you guys, not 

so much as for me but for 

the tribe, that’s what we’re 
all here for, that’s what we’re 
members of is the Cheyenne 

and Arapaho Tribe,” Wassa-

na said. 

Ed Wilson took the podi-

um next to share his concerns 

with having more interaction 

with the legislators.

“The importance of today 

is it’s critical in some places 
and I think considering for 

the tribe to operate it has to 

have the budget, but my rea-

son for being up here is to 

hold the legislators and the 

appropriate people account-

able, we have some prob-

lems out here with applica-

tions, with transportation and 

so forth and I think in each 

district, we need to put a lit-

tle pressure on that legislator 

to have accountability,” Wil-

son said. 

“I was at the last tribal 

council meeting, as I said 

before the budget is just for 

looks, they don’t follow the 
budget. Every month there’s 
an appropriations special 

session called by the gover-

nor where they appropriate 

more money, this appropria-

tion should be in the budget 

every year,” Leah Burrows 

said.

Christopher RomanNose 

shared a statement from the 

Elder Care Program that read 

in part, 

“The Elder Care Program 

is a vital resource to over 

2,270 tribal elders worldwide 

and the monthly food checks 

provide nutrition and gives 

the elder a piece of mind.”

“The funding of the 2023 

budget is vital in order for the 

program to assist the elders, 

our main priority is meeting 

the needs of clients and any 

destruction of our services 

that can cause distress, with-

out our assistance, some will 

not have food and won’t be 
able to keep their utilities 

on,” RomanNose said. 

Resolution one passed 

with a vote of 150 yes, 37 no 
and 2 abstaining. 

The second item on the 

agenda was a Tribal Council 

Resolution to approve the 

establishment of the Depart-

ment of Language and Cul-

ture.

Bill number 9L-SS-2022-
1027-002 was also passed 

by the Ninth Legislature on 

Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribal Council Passes 
2023 Budget 

Meeting Chairwoman LaRenda Morgan reads the results of the resolution, a tribal council 

resolution to approve the establishment of the Department of Language and Culture. (Photo 

/ Latoya Lonelodge)

TRIBAL COUNCIL  / pg. 4
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D

topics of Indian Health 

Services mandatory fund-

ing and the great need for 

it in Western Oklahoma and 

Broadband Infrastructure 

funding.

Gov. Wassana, a member 

of the Dept. of Interior Sec-

retary Deb Haland’s Trib-

al Advisory Commission 

(STAC) for the Southern 

Plains Region and Morgan, 

who serves as the Southern 

Plains technical assistant 

for STAC, attended an in-

formal meeting of STAC 

to discuss topics related to 

future STAC meetings, and 

setting a tentative date in 

2023 to meet with Secretary 

Haland.

During the Tribal Na-

tions Summit, tribal lead-

ers were addressed directly 

from U.S. President Joe 

Biden and V.P. Kamala 

Harris on a host of topics, 

all structured to strengthen 

Tribal Sovereignty.

Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Gov. Reggie Wassana poses 

with U.S. Agriculture Secre-

tary Tom Vilsak. (Photo by 

LaRenda Morgan)

PARTNER-
SHIPS
continued from pg. 1tion of 574 tribal nations across the coun-

try. It’s… extremely powerful. I would go 
ahead and say it’s a synergy, not an energy 
but a synergy in the room, of this commit-

ment by the Biden-Harris administration. 

It can’t really be depicted through video,” 
Byrd said.

The White House Tribal Nations Sum-

mit was created by the Obama administra-

tion in 2009, but brought to a halt when the 
Trump administration took office in 2017. 
The administration of President Joe Biden 

pledged its dedication to reviving the 

event, but due to restrictions brought on by 

the Coronavirus pandemic, was limited to 

hosting last year’s summit virtually. 
This year’s event marked the first time 

in six years the tribes had the opportunity 

to attend in person. 

The event was held at the Department of 

the Interior. This year’s panelists discussed 
topics such as mental health and health eq-

uity, economic development, tribal home-

land initiatives and climate and clean en-

ergy.

“We’re talking about improving the 
health and welfare of our tribal citizens, 

ensuring public safety and really advanc-

ing our tribal economies, and, in this ad-

ministration, they’re not just talking the 
talk, they’re walking the walk,” Byrd said. 

Byrd said this is the first time he’s been 
able to attend a summit. “The collaboration 

that I’m witnessing this week and the part-
nership through government-to-govern-

ment relationships with all tribal nations, 

it’s quite an impactful experience for my-

self personally,” Byrd said. 

Craig Harper, chief of the Peoria Nation 

of Oklahoma, headquartered in Miami, 

Oklahoma, credited the positive impres-

sion the event left on him to Deb Haaland, 

secretary of the Department of Interior, and 

the nation’s first Native American selected 
as a cabinet secretary. 

“Secretary Haaland’s commitment to 
put this call out to Indian Country, to the 

federally recognized tribes, that spoke vol-

umes to me,” Harper said.

Tribal dance performances were sched-

uled both days of the event.

“Even in the midst of government, we 

still took time to remember cul-

ture. That means a lot to me. I 

believe that is from the lead of 

Secretary Haaland. I’ve been thor-
oughly impressed with her,” Harp-

er said.

Biden and Vice President Ka-

mala Harris addressed the group 

separately during Wednesday’s 
session.  They made several an-

nouncements, including new 

funding commitments for the Indi-

an Health Service, and the reloca-

tion of 11 tribal communities that 

are at risk due to climate-related 

environmental threats, including 

coastal erosion, sea-level rise and 

extreme weather events.

“To have President Biden make 

an appearance for us, for me and 

Peoria that confirms that the De-

partment of Interior, under Sec-

retary Haaland, that she has the 

support from this administration 

to do the things they promise. A 

lot of times our heart is in the right 

place, but without the support 

from different administrations, 

you know, it’s executed different-
ly,” Harper said.

Reggie Wassana, governor of  

the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes 

of Oklahoma, headquartered in 

Concho, Okla., said the commit-

ment he sees in the current administration 

is unmatched.

“This administration has been more 

dedicated and open to the needs of tribal 

nations than any we’ve seen before. Even 
the Department of Interior being run by a 

Native American female is a big and major 

step in helping the tribes solve a lot of their 

land issues, and a lot of their conservation 

issues.”

Wassana said the presence of Biden and 

Harris meant a lot to the tribal leaders who 

attended..

“It’s not too often that the president and 
vice president of the United States will 

come to a tribal event and actually address 

the tribal nations,” he said.

“It’s a historic thing when you have both 

heads of the government saying they are 

committed to the tribe’s efforts, it gives us 
a lot of energy,” Wassana said.

 Byrd said he’ll be taking some of the 
president’s words home with him as he 
travels back to Oklahoma. 

 “During President Biden’s speech, he 
said what we need is commitment, not 

compliance. And I love that. I wrote it 

down. The commitment, not the compli-

ance... in Indian Country, and in Oklaho-

ma, that speaks to us,” Byrd said.

Gaylord News is a reporting project of 

the University of Oklahoma Gaylord Col-

lege of Journalism and Mass Communica-

tion. For more stories by Gaylord News go 

to GaylordNews.net.

SUMMIT
continued from pg. 1

Quapaw Nation Chairman Joseph Byrd poses with U.S. 
Interior Secretary Deb Haaland. (Photo provided by the 

Quapaw Nation)

Oct. 27, with the reso-

lution item put on the 

agenda for the purpose 

of a Tribal Council vote.

After reading the 

resolution, A3 legisla-

tor and speaker, Tra-

vis Ruiz said the Ninth 

Legislature had the op-

portunity to meet with 

different faculty from 

the language and cul-

ture program. Ruiz said 

the purpose of the de-

partment if to help safe-

guard knowledge keep-

ers in the tribe.

“Our language speak-

ers, our culture and ar-

tifacts because those are 

who we are, Cheyenne 

and Arapaho people, in 

order for us to be a fed-

erally recognized tribe 

we have to have three 

things, land approxi-

mate, culture and lan-

guage. In order for us to 

help safeguard and keep 

our tribes moving for-

ward in the future, I feel 

like this resolution is 

going to help with keep-

ing our tribes here,” 

Ruiz said. 

Wassana said the 

tribes should have had 

the department a long 

time ago as they have 

put an emphasis on 

whom the tribes are and 

its traditions. 

“We do have lan-

guage, we do have 

culture, but there’s no 
emphasis on somebody 

actually having a hand 

over those programs to 

actually guide and di-

rect them,” Wassana 

said. 

Wassana said there’s 
no one at the top who 

has emphasis and con-

trol on the day-to-day 

activities of what’s go-

ing on with language 

and culture. 

“We really need to 

make sure that we se-

cure and preserve our 

language and culture, 

that’s what we’re trying 
to do so that’s the whole 
purpose of creating this. 

In the Constitution it 

says Tribal Council cre-

ates these departments, 

legislators did their part 

now that’s why we’re 
here today so I hope that 

explains a little bit but 

there is no emphasis on 

them right now as far as 

somebody going in day 

to day,” Wassana said. 

The resolution passed 

with a vote of 169 yes, 
12 no and 2 abstaining. 

The meeting ad-

journed at 11:33 a.m.

TRIBAL COUNCIL
continued from pg. 3

Latoya Lonelodge
Senior Reporter 

With the ever-growing 

trend of technology used in 

today’s society, the topic of 
video gaming while at school 

was never brought up for dis-

cussion …  until just recently. 

Growing in popularity 

across the world, esports is 

providing opportunities for 

students to get involved at a 

scholarly level opposed to 

traditional sports in schools. 

According to the National 

Education Association web-

site at nea.org, the explosive 

growth of esports was driv-

en by student interest as 90 
percent of teens play video 

games and is matched by 

growth in esports scholar-

ships and careers. 

In 2018, the National Fed-

eration of State High School 

Associations first recognized 
esports as an official sport. 
Since then, thousands of high 

schools have started implementing vid-

eo-gaming teams. 

Giving rise to its growing popularity 

in and around Cheyenne and Arapaho 

communities, many public schools are 

in their beginning stages of creating 

video-gaming teams of their own. 

Dillon Young, esports coach and 

IT director at Calumet Public Schools 

said the school has been taking it slow 

the last two or three years with adding 

equipment and seeing how much they 

could get involved. 

In their official second year of com-

peting and have practices, Young said 

the esports team consists of 12 students 

who regularly compete at the school. 

“We got a lot more that would it’s 
such a small school there’s a lot of con-

flicts with sports and stuff. I still push 
for sports over esports, that’s kind of 
my philosophy, but at the same time it’s 
been great for our non-athletes and the 

kids who really haven’t had a place in 
something that they’re good at,” Young 
said. 

At Calumet Public Schools, their 

league consists of ninth through 12th 

graders in high school. For the fall 

semester of esports, students are par-

ticipating in games such as Madden, 

Rocket League, Super Smash brothers, 

Fortnite, Halo and even WWE. 

“It was just kind of undeniable, like 

the growth of esports and how big it 

was getting and just how many kids 

we have that go home and play video 

games and have an interest in stream-

ing and playing competitively, so it just 

seems like that’s where things are go-

ing so we needed to get in on it when it 

started,” Young said. 

Esports Popularity 

Grows in Public Schools

Calumet Public School team players Pedro Covarrubias, Selso Chavez, Marlin Marazzi 

are part of the Calumet esports team. This team qualified to compete in the Oklahoma State 
Esports playoffs in Fortnite and Halo: Infinite. (Submitted photos)

ESPORTS  / pg. 7
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Dear Santa:
I would like a color changing

race track.

Love, Kreed

I would like a puzzle .

Love, Liam

I would like a four wheeler.

Love, Priscilla

I would like a playhouse.

Love, Kylin

I would like no mess paints or

drawing thing & a baby doll.
Love, Kitana

I would like a necklace.

Love, Laylah

I would like a car.

Love, Jaxtyn

I would like a truck.

Love, Monty

I would like a choo choo train.

Love, Gabe

I would like a truck.

Love, Wyatt

I would like a shark pool,

with white dolphin and a whale.

Love, Hayes

I would like a necklace.

Love, Aliyah

I would like race cars with

race track.

Love, Rocky

I would like a necklace.

Love, Taylee

I would like a shark.

Love, Jagger

I would like a little four

wheeler to ride.

Love, Wade

I would like a pool, unicorn

and a frog.

Love, Natalia 

I would like a tree dino.

Love, Kayson

I would like a play set.

Love, Aurorah

I would like a cakey Kitchen

with a guitar.

Love, Kensli

Canton Headstart

I would like green toys

Love, Talia A

I would like Mirabel and

Isabella Encanto Dolls

Love, Madelyn B

I would like Frozen toys

Love, Julia B

I would like a Bluey doll 

Love, Elias B

I would like a Dinosaur

Robot

Love, Layla E

I would like Superhero toys

Love, Gael H

I would like Spiderman toys

Love, Isaiah J

I would like Spiderman toys

Love, Antonio M

I would like a Spiderman toy

and Call of Duty 

Love, Bravery N

I would like Spiderman toys

Love, Ulices Q

I would like a new car and

racetrack

Love, Charles Aurthur R

I would like a baby doll

Love, Abril R

I would like a dollhouse

Love, Adeleigh R

I would like a triceratops 

Love, Cesar S

I would like a new bed, pool,

trampoline, glasses 

Love, Axel A

Clinton Headstart
I would like a kitchen and dolls

Love, Paizley A

I would like a pig and a mermaid

Love, Olivia C

I would like trucks and a firetruck 
Love, Liam B

I would like new toys,

Christmas tree, jewelry

Love, Natalie G

I would like a Christmas

and a book

Love, Joaquin H

I would like Mermaid and

a tree

Love, Anna’Len L

I would like new bows,

pictures, and dolls

Love, Yurayli R

I would like a Christmas

tree and animals

Love, Lorenzo R

I would like bike and Among

Us toys

Love, Siriel R

I would like a Vampires

and cars

Love, Maverick V

I would like skates, necklace,

and a blue bow

Love, Tiraji W

I would like a monster

truck and a car

Love, Levi W

I would like dolls and

a necklace 

Love, Ariyah H

I would like a princess toy

Love, Adreena S

I would like a Spiderman toy

Love, Lenin Q

I would like jugetes and a

baby doll

Love, MaryJose A

I would like a phone

Love, Eloise S

I would like shoes 

Love, Valentina A

I would like a Sonic toy

Love, Ulises G

I would like Spiderman toys

Love, Allan P

I would like Spiderman toys

Love, Isaiah G

I would like a big whale toy

Love, Margo S

I would like a play kitchen

Love, Devin A

I would like a princess

doll and a dog

Love, Leila A

I would like a prate and

a monster truck

Love, Braydon Timothy S

I would like a baby doll

Love, Daleyza C

I would like a baby doll

Love, Nayeli S

I would like a dollhouse

Love, Everly P

Clinton Childcare

I would like a train set, cars

and blocks.

Love, Trevor R.

I would like baby dolls

and princess clothes.

Love, Riley S.

I would like super hero toys,

monster trucks and building blocks.

Love, Wyatt K.

I would like a play kitchen,

play food, play-doh and

arts & crafts.
Love, Amberly L.

Clinton Headstart

Concho Headstart
I would like dolls and toys.

Love, Amya

I would like a yoyo and

peppa pig toys. 

Love, Dream

I would like car and bouncy balls. 

Love, Jesse

I would like a big kitchen set. 

Love, Alexa

I would like batman toys and legos.

Love, Goku

I would like batman and hulk toys. 

Love, Cooper

I would like a toy snake and

a toy Santa.

Love, Kayden

I would like dolls and toys. 

Love, Arya

I would like make up. 

Love, Andrea

I would like an airplane and an elf. 

Love, Holly

I would like a car set and a batman 

cave. 

Love, Landon

I would like superheroes and trucks. 

Love, Theoden

I would like toys and trucks. 

Love, Zoran

I would like makeup and money.  

Love, Rilynn

I would like Barbie’s and makeup. 
Love, Ella

I would like batman toys and trucks.

Love, Mirac

I would like dolls and makeup.

Love, Penelope

I would like Coco melon and peppa 

pig toys. 

Love, Mariana

I would like Barbies. 

Love, Abril

I would like a Snowman. 

Love, Israel

I would like a Barbie house and 

a new tv.

Love, Eevee

I would like a big car I can 

drive. 

Love, Hazel

I would like a baby doll.

Love, Ximena

I would like Paw Patrol toys 

and cars.

Love, Harrlyn

I would like a big monster truck 

and shoes. 

Love, Kase

I would like everything, but 

also a Bluey toy and dinosaur.

Love, Dominic

I would like Paw Patrol toys.

Love, Greyson

I would like a robot. 

Love, Matteo

I would like JoJo Siwa toys.

Love, Jailene

I would like a baby shark. 

Love, Judd

I would like a dollhouse and 

motorcycle. 

Love, Lashay

I would like a Princess doll and 

dinosaur.

Love, Alexandra

I would like Barbies.

Love, Parker

I would like a monster truck.

Love, Chevy

I would like a monster truck. 

Love, Joseph

 

I would like a dinosaur

Love, Ezekiel

I would like a cement truck and 

a claw-grabbing machine.

Love, Collas A.

 

I would love a wobble unicorn 

and a lion.

Love, Emberlynn G. 

 

I would love a big tractor and 

a bike.

Love, Kendrick F.

 

I would love black tap shoes 

and Pop-Tarts.

Love, Karsyn T.

 

I would love a cheetah and a 

tiger.

Love, Madilynn O.

 

I would love a purse and toys.

Love, Noemi E.

 

I would love a dinosaur and 

magnets.

Love, Kaye’B H.
 

I would love a clock and cars.

Love, Blossom Y.

 

I would love Spider-Man and a 

dinosaur Spider-man.

Love, Isaac L.

 

I would love makeup and a 

baby-doll.

Love, Haven W. 

 

I would love a dinosaur toy and 

magnets.

Love, Samheer T. 

 

I would love Skye magnets and 

a Skye purse.

Love, Josie P.

 

I would love a police toy and 

blocks.

Love, Jax T. 

 

I would love a bike and Play-

Doh.

Love, Josiah B.

 

I would love a Barbie doll 

house and Barbie’s.
Love, Jazlynn C. 

 

I would love a Mommy Long 

Legs toy and magnets.

Love, Noalani S.

 

Concho Headstart
I would love a reindeer and a 

doll. 

Love, Daleyza I. 

 

I would love blocks and Play-

Doh.

Love, Donna D. 

 

I would love magnets and 

blocks.

Love, Joseph M.

Concho Headstart

Concho Childcare
I would like a baby doll and

small bouncy balls.

Love, Lovelynn

I would like a light up walker

and baby doll.

Love, Amari

I would like baby rattles

and baby teething toys.

Love, Sunni

I would like a baby doll.

Love, Saige

I would like a robot.

Love, Reese

I would like a dinosaur.

Love, Alejandro

I would like a car.

Love, Hudsyn

I would like an ice

cream shop.

Love, Wyoma

I would like a slide.

Love, Prentley

I would like a cell phone.

Love, Amina

I would like cars and trucks.

Love, Nea’he

I would like a big truck.

Love, Chris

I would like cars and trucks.

Love, Dayton

I would like a coloring book

and kitchen toys.

Love, Grayson

I would like baby dolls and

a dollhouse.

Love, Soslikah

I would like a drum

and drumsticks.

Love, Chase

Clinton Childcare
I would like baby dolls,

arts & crafts, nail polish, 
make-up and puzzles.

Love, Carmen F.

I would like arts & crafts, a 
play kitchen and a pink monster 

truck.

Love, Jocelyn V.

I would like blocks and cars.

Love, Javy A.

I would like puzzles, baby 

dolls and a dollhouse.

Love, Annelise G. 

I would like a Maribel doll-

house, Encanto dolls and cat 

house.

Love, Madelyn B. 

I would like slime, makeup 

and nail polish. 

Love, Tinsley B. 

I would like a nerf gun, PS4 

game and shark toys.

Love, Drayden B.

I would like a PS4. 

Love, Beau B. 

I would like LOL dolls, doll-

house, makeup and doctor set.

Love, Serenity M. 

I would like a pirate toy and 

monster truck.

Love, Braydon S.

I would like a princess doll, 

Elsa doll and a Barbie.

Love, Paizley A.

I would like LOL dolls.

Love, Margo S. 

I would like a pet fish, magic 
mixies cauldron and new tablet.

Love, Ryann T. 
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Regina Louise Starr-Mata
Regina ‘Taco’ Lou-

ise Starr-Mata was born 

Nov.19,1972, to Juan Ar-
riaga and Madonna Starr in 

Oklahoma City. She passed 

away Nov. 24, 2022 in Clin-

ton, Okla.

“Taco” as she was known 

by family and friends was 

raised by grandparents, 

Chief Moses and Nellie 

Starr in Clinton, Okla. She 

attended Clinton schools and 

at a young age she ventured 

off to Kansas. She married 

Manuel Mata in 1992 in 
Kansas. They moved to Buf-

falo, Okla., also to Mexico.

She was employed with 

the Cheyenne and Arapa-

ho Tribes in Clinton and 

transported elders. She also 

worked in housekeeping in 

local motels.

She enjoyed doing bead 

work, drawing and was a 

collector of “stuff.”

She was preceded in 

death by her mother Ma-

donna Starr and her husband 

Manuel.

She is survived by daugh-

ters, Madonna Mata of Tah-

lequah, Okla., and Monica 

Starr of Elk City, Okla., 

sons, Juan Antonio Mata 

and wife Nichole of Nowa-

ta, Okla., Rafael Mata and 

Illiana of Clinton, Esteban 

Mata of Weatherford, Okla., 

Manuel Mata of Clinton and 

her father Juan Arriaga of 

Clinton. She is also survived 

by 10 grandchildren.

Wake services were held 

Nov. 28 at the Clinton Emer-

gency Response Center in 

Clinton, Okla. Funeral ser-

vices were held Nov. 29, at 
the same, venue, with Rev. 

Gerald Panana officiating, 
followed by an interment at 

the Down Woman Cemetery 

under the direction of Kie-

sau-Lee Funeral Home.

Mark Evan Reyes

Mark Evan Reyes, 50 
years old, was born May 

13, 1972. He passed for this 
earth on Dec. 4, 2022. He 

was a resident of Pocatel-

lo, Idaho at the time of his 

death.

Wake services were held 

Dec. 12 at the Clinton Emer-

gency Response Center in 

Clinton, Okla.

Funeral services were 

held Dec. 13 at the Lock-

stone Funeral Chapel in 

Weatherford, Okla., fol-

lowed by an interment at 

the Mound Valley Cemetery 

under the direction of Lock-

stone Funeral Home.

Lane Scabby Horse III
Lane Scabby Horse, III 

was born on Sept. 6, 1957 
in Clinton, Okla, to Lane Jr. 

and Delores (Oliver) Scabby 

Horse. Lane passed away on 

Nov. 27, 2022 in El Reno, 

Okla., at the age of 65.
Lane grew up in the coun-

try around Geary until the 

family moved to town. Some 

of Lane’s favorite things 
to do were cruising around 

town, working on cars and he 

liked watching TV, especial-

ly westerns. His favorite was 

Bonanza. He will be missed 

by all those who loved him. 

 Survivors include his sib-

lings, Curtis Scabby Horse 

and wife Andrea of Geary, 

Okla., Sara Scabby Horse of 

Weatherford,  Okla., Max-

ine Ruiz of Longdale, Okla., 

Jodene Hadley Howerton of 

Canton, Okla., Wanda Blood 

of Canton, and Andrew Ad-

ams, as well as numerous 

nieces, nephews, other rela-

tives and close friends.

Lane was preceded in 

death by his parents, Lane 

and Delores Scabby Horse, 

his grandmother Julia Can-

dyfire and his uncle,Eli Yel-
lowEagle.

An all-night wake service 

was held Dec. 1 at the Geary 

Emergency Response Center 

in Geary, Okla.

Funeral services were 

held Dec. 2 at the First Bap-

tist Church in Geary, officiat-
ed by Rev. Waylon Upchego, 

followed by an interment at 

the Candyfire Cemetery un-

der the direction of Turner 

Funeral Home.

Spencer Evans Tiger
Spencer Evans Tiger 

of Oklahoma City passed 

away from this life on Dec. 

5, 2022, at the age of 47. 
Spencer was born in Lawton, 

Okla. on Jan.17, 1975, the 
son of Kenith Bigman and 

Karen (Tiger) Morales.

Spencer was a hardwork-

ing, adventurous spirit who 

was always happy, and al-

ways living in the moment. 

In his youth, Spencer spent a 

lot of time in Amarillo, Texas 

and loved walking down 6th 

Street, happily party-hop-

ping along with his beautiful 

wife, who he loved taking 

out and showing off to the 

world.

He lived his life to the 

fullest, always appreciating 

the simplicity of a nice cold 

beer in the evening and a big 

savory meal full of his favor-

ite foods – usually frybread, 

beans and tortillas, and his 

all-time favorite, seafood.

He was very proud of his 

Native American heritage, 

and he was a faithful Chris-

tian man who always made 

time for church. It never 

mattered where he attended 

services, as his philosophy 

was that any church was 

“his” church.

He worked in the con-

struction industry, special-

izing in painting houses, 

airplanes, and other large 

equipment.

From the time he was 

very young, Spencer was an 

early riser who worked from 

sun-up to sundown, always 

making sure that, first and 
foremost, his family was tak-

en care of and well provided 

for. He was highly devoted 

to his family and cared in-

credibly deeply for those he 

loved. He was very proud of 

his children and grandchil-

dren, speaking of them and 

asking about his grandkids 

constantly.

Even though he could be 

confrontational and some-

times liked to push people’s 
buttons, everyone knew that 

Spencer had a heart of gold 

and always meant well. He 

was a wonderful husband, 

father, son, grandfather, 

great-grandfather, brother, 

and friend to so many. He 

will be dearly missed.

He is preceded in death 

by his father, Kenith Big-

man, one brother Francisco 

Gomez, and his beloved wife 

Veatrice Torres.

Spencer is survived by 

his mother Karen Morales, 

two daughters, Deesire Tor-

res and Alexandra Torres, 

and one son Matthew Tiger. 

Six grandchildren, Alexis, 

Bryson, Zriah, Jahlayah, 

Arriana, and Serenity, one 

great-grandchild Zaven, two 

brothers, Richard Tiger and 

Timothy Bigman and four 

sisters, Elizabeth Gomez, 

Rosa Gomez, Sonja Morale, 

and Rita Morales, along with 

“the other granddog” Bella, 

and many other loving ex-

tended family members and 

friends.

An all-night wake ser-

vice was held Dec. 9 at 

the Concho Emergency 

Response Center in 

Concho, Okla.
Funeral services were 

held Dec. 10, at the same 

venue, followed by an inter-

ment at the Concho Indian 

Cemetery under the direc-

tion of John Ireland Funeral 

Home.

Diane Rae White
Diane Rae White was 

born on Dec.18, 1955 to 
Wallace White and Jose-

phine Seminole.  She passed 

from this life on Nov. 25, 
2022 at the age of 66 years, 

11 months, and 8 days.

Diane grew up in Ash-

land, Mont. and attended the 

St. Labre school. Over the 

years, she has lived in Miles 

City, Billings, Great Falls, 

and finally made her home in 
Seiling, Okla.  

Diane had so many sto-

ries to share about all the 

adventures in her life. She 

was always willing to help if 

she could. She enjoyed bead-

ing, sewing, watching her 

investigative channels, and 

of course, being with friends 

and family.

There are so many people 

in her life that held special 

places in her heart. From 

her many “sister” friends, all 

her “Babygirls,” her nephew 

“sons,” to her Pretty Princess 

and her Lil’ Cutie Pie!  Diane 
held all her grandkids close 

to her heart and was so ex-

cited to meet her new great 

grandbaby.  

Diane was preceded in 

death by her sons Steven 

Martinez and Waylon Bull-

coming.

She is survived by her 

children, Norene Red Hat 

and husband Bryan of Long-

dale, Okla., Joel Martinez of 

Laverne, Okla., and Dawn 

Martell of Birney, Mont., as 

well as family, friends, and 

relatives too numerous to 

name individually.  

We just would like every-

one to remember the beauti-

ful, amazing woman that we 

remember.

Tammy Marie Wolf Chief
Tammy Marie Wolf Chief 

of Oklahoma City passed 

away on Nov. 9, 2022, at 
the age of 51. Tammy was 
born in Oklahoma City on 

Feb. 17, 1971, the daugh-

ter of Nelson Wilson Wolf 

Chief Jr. and Constance 

(Roberts) Wolf Chief. Tam-

my grew up in Oklahoma 

City and attended North-

west Classen High School.   

She is preceded in death 

by her father Nelson Wolf 

Chief Jr., her paternal grand-

mother, Mary Pearl Cutnose 

Wolf Chief and her mater-

nal grandmother Elsie Cobb. 

Left to cherish her memory 

are three children, Kimber-

ly Wolf Chief, Kelly Wolf 

Chief, and Christina Wolf 

Chief, her grandchildren, 

her mother Constance Wolf 

Chief, two brothers, David 

and Timothy Wolf Chief, one 

sister Levida Wolf Chief, a 

stepbrother, Stephen Josh-

ua, one stepsister, Stepha-

nie Joshua, and many loving 

extended family members 

and friends.

Funeral services were 

held Nov. 18 at the John 

Ireland Funeral Home in 

Moore, Okla., followed by 

an interment at the Concho 

Indian Cemetery under the 

direction of John Ireland Fu-

neral Home.

more affordable than similar businesses,” 

Powell said.

Powell said they understand the hard-

ships that families go through and they try 

to cut costs anywhere they can to accom-

modate customers.

“In our first year of business, we have 
been able to maintain these affordable 

prices and still produce high quality 

items,” Starr said. 

By running a business and 

facing challenges of their 

own, Powell said it takes a 

lot of responsibility and time 

to run a family-owned busi-

ness. They have had to learn 

how to create a work-life 

balance that is functional for 

them.

“Before starting this I was 

a stay at home mom to my 

sons Cole and Sammy Pow-

ell, Glenn also works full 

time and helps coach Sam-

my’s football team. We work 
hard every day to keep our 

lives and business organized 

and our families have been 

an amazing support system 

during all the phases of our 

business,” Powell said. 

With high hopes to keep their business 

running in the future, Powell said the 

business will continue to advertise their 

work on social media platforms such as 

Facebook and TikTok. 

“I love my business because it was 

inspired by family, it is a 

perfect result of my cre-

ativity and hard work, these 

are two good qualities that 

I learned from both of my 

parents and to be able to run 

a business alongside my 

father is something I take 

pride in,” Powell said. 

Powell said the overall 

experience was more than 

they could ever imagine. 

“One year ago this start-

ed out as just a hobby, 

something we could do 

in our free time. Recently 

we created some shirts for 

a few mothers with their 

son’s football picture, team 
name and number, watch-

ing these moms fall in love 

with a memento they can 

keep until their child grows 

up is why we do this. We 

want to continue to create 

products that our customers 

fall in love with,” Powell said. 

To place a custom order or for more 

information visit Blue Raven Designs on 

Facebook at www.facebook.com/groups/

blueravendesigns.

Pictured are Cheyenne and Arapaho citizens Glenn 

Starr and Whitley Powell, owners/operators of Blue Raven 
Designs. 

BLUE RAVEN
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Young said in his first year at Calumet he saw a positive 
change with students who were struggling to stay engaged ac-

ademically. With esports, students now have a reason to keep 

their grades above a level to be able to participate instead of 

sitting on the ineligible list for weeks at a time. 

“We had kids that wanted to be able to play and we saw 

grades go up and one thing that I’ve personally seen is just 
being able to teach a new group about competitiveness and 

commitment to a team,” Young said.

Young said it’s the teamwork, commitment and discipline 
that not every child who hasn’t participated in sports, has the 
opportunity to experience. 

“Esports has brought those characteristics and traits to 

kids who aren’t normally getting it,” Young said. 
While esports continues to grow in popularity within the 

schools, Young said there’s often some misconception about 
esports. 

“Every now and then you hear people that think it’s a 
waste of time and I get it, it sounds like you’re just playing 
video games in school, but honestly it’s somebody who has 
spent most of his life in athletics and somebody who wanted 

to be a football or basketball coach growing up,” Young said.

Young said he’s seen a lot of surprising positives that are 
coming from esports. 

“It’s been a really great way to connect with students and 
keep them engaged,” Young said. 

Lincoln Spurlin, esports coach and assistant band director 

at Watonga Public Schools said when he applied for the job as 

assistant band director, esports wasn’t a thing there. 
“I kind of brought it up in the interview. We talked about 

it a little bit and then about half way through the semester last 

year Mr. Hilterbran said he wanted to get the ball rolling on it 

so we made a list of stuff we wanted to get and he bought us 

the most expensive version of pretty much all the equipment 

we wanted,” Spurlin said. 

The semester had begun with tryouts for esports, with 

there being a middle school team that consists of sixth 

through eighth graders and a high school team that is ninth 

through 12th grades on the roster, totaling approximately 20 

high school students and 25 middle school students. From 
there, the esports team has played one tournament a month 

for Xbox games, which are virtual and have played in-person 

Super Smash Brothers qualifiers once a month. 
“We just got some jerseys, the school bought the high 

school a set of standing esports jerseys to use and the mid-

dle school had jerseys donated, like custom jerseys for all the 

kids were donated by one of the parents,” Spurlin said. 

Being a gamer himself all his life, Spurlin said he saw a 

need to implement esports at Watonga Public Schools. 

“I’ve been a gamer my whole life and esports has kind of 
become more popular now days and people stream and watch 

people play, it’s a lot more popular and possible than it was 
when I was growing up. I just always thought it was cool, I 

would’ve loved the chance to compete in video games be-

cause that’s something I love to do,” Spurlin said. 
Spurlin said when students go home they don’t usually 

work on math or practice band instruments. 

“They want to play video games, so giving them the op-

portunity to put all that time to use and use the skills that 

they’re developing and actually apply them and use them 
to compete, I think is really helpful in an academic setting 

and giving them a chance to test them against other schools,” 

Spurlin said. 

With some students, Spurlin said the school is trying to 

reach the demographic of students that may be struggling 

with grades or that aren’t involved with anything else to give 
them something to strive for. 

“Give them a reason to keep their grades up and stay eligi-

ble because the big difference between esports and traditional 

sports is if our students are ineligible they can’t even come 
to practice, so if they’re ineligible they can’t do anything so 
it gives them a real reason to keep their grades up,” Spurlin 

said. 

Patrick King, El Reno High School esports coach and sci-

ence teacher said the El Reno esports team started a little late 

for the online tournaments for Madden, WWE, MultiVersus 

and Rocket League, however its something they are looking 

forward to participating in the spring. 

“Our school board and superintendent principals all got 

together and decided that here at El Reno, we weren’t going 
to play in any shooting games and most of the kids have kind 

of bought into that and the reasoning behind that was because 

of all the recent school shootings and things like that and we 

don’t want to encourage any of that kind of activity,” King 
said. 

King said this is the first year for El Reno to participate in 
esports, with the team consisting of high school students only. 

“We’ve had a lot of kids 
for several years that have 

just enjoyed playing video 

games,” King said. 

It wasn’t until the previous 
school year that administra-

tors decided there was a grant 

available for esports competi-

tion and they decided to jump 

on board and bring the grant 

to the school. 

“It’s actually been pretty 
good, we’ve had a good re-

sponse, we’ve got over 20 
students participating so far, 

so the response has been real-

ly great,” King said. 

King said the significance 
in implementing esports at El 

Reno ties back to their mis-

sion states of ensuring every 

student’s achievement and to 
inspire excellence. 

“We have several students 

that aren’t athletes, they ar-
en’t really great at athletics, 
they’re not really great with 
the academics and so this is 

a way to get them to achieve 

and show their excellence in 

another way, esports has a 

way to provide scholarships 

to college, so if we can have 

another avenue for kids to go 

to college and excel in some-

thing that they love and enjoy doing then we need to be able 

to provide that,” King said. 

Students at El Reno High School also shared their input in 

being a part of the esports team for the first time ever. 
Jayden Grauberge, 16, whose been gaming all his life said 

he’s just glad to be doing something in his life. 
“I feel like most of the time I just like to spend my free 

time doing stuff that’s not very productive and I guess this is 
a good way to turn my unproductive hobby into something 

kind of productive, so that’s pretty good,” Grauberge said. 
Grauberge said the opportunities that esports can provide 

include granting him access to college scholarships. 

“I’m hoping to make it big is what I’m hoping for, in the 
hopes of gaining free college,” Grauberge said. 

Devin Levi, 18 said he chose to join esports because he 

likes to branch out into other things gaming wise. 

“I see it as a good way of getting into college,” Levi said. 

Levi said esports has taught him how to be more focused 

on the game and to use teamwork the best he can. 

“I’m looking forward to getting better at games I’m usu-

ally not good at and as a way to get into college with what I 

love doing,” Levi said.

The Calumet Public School esports team are l-r: Selso Chavez, Pedro Covarrubias, Marlin Marazzi and Ethan Jameson.

The Watonga Public School esports team members are high schoo students, Miles 

Clewell, Ernest Edsall, Connor Ellison, Brandon Contreras, Jose Garcia, Rita Clewell, 

Joshua Edsall, Alex Mata, Alexander Thunderbull, Joseph Lumpkin and Dash Jenkins. 

Middle school students, Cooper Welton, Bryce Fishpaw, Camden Hussey, Cannon Lasiter, 

Hunter Earley, esports coach Mr. Spurlin. (Submitted photo)

El Reno Public School esports team members, Jackson 
Ramirez, Hamilton Eaglepath and Devin Levi practicing.



PAGE 8 Tsistsistas & HinonoeiCheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune

Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes

Storm Shelter Program
WHO QUALIFIES?

Enrolled Tribal Citizen Home 

Owners who reside in the 

following Oklahoma counties: 

Blaine, Beckham, Canadian, 

Custer, Dewey, Ellis, Kingfisher, 
Roger Mills, Washita, Major and 

Woodward

PREFERENCE ORDER:
Wheelchair bound, physically handicapped, 55 

years and older

All Remaining Tribal Citizens

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS:
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Certified Degree of 
Indian Blood (CDIB)

Deed/Proof of Ownership in Applicant’s Name

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Title Status Report 

(TSR)

For Applications Call Mary Youngbull at 
405-422-7525

Memorial Dance for Diana Sue Cassio-Bull
Sunday Jan. 29, 2023 at the Clinton Emergency Response 

Center in Clinton, Okla. Supper at 5 p.m., cake walk and Tiny 
Tot contest, and prizes. Head lady dancer’s teen fancy shawl 
contest for ages 13-17, with $200 for first place, $100 second 
place and $50 third place.

Head Staff: MC Austin Wayne Bull, HS Jason Goodblan-

ket, HM TBD, HL Katelyn Ginger Whiteman, HLB Nathan-

iel Koshiway, HLG Sevana Harper, Honored Family James & 
Jamie Yellowfish and AD TBD.

Memorial Dance for Raymond ‘Koda’ Paddyaker 
& Kayla Julia Yates

Saturday, Feb. 18, 2023 at the Concho Emergency Re-

sponse Center in Concho, Okla. Gourd dancing at 3 p.m., 

supper at 5 p.m.
Head Staff: MC Robert Littlebird, HS Emmitt & HJames 

Redbird, HLG Kayla Lee Harragarra, HLB Louis Roy 

Harragarra, HLD Janelle Birdshead Sharp, HMD Earl Plum-

ley, AD Ralph Birdshead and Co-Host Drum Thunder Boys.

Special invitation to all MMIW/MMIP Chapters & Black-

beard Descendants.

2023 Women’s Conference: “Empowering Wom-
en to Lead”

March 20-23, 2023 at the Oklahoma City Convention 

Center in Oklahoma City. Hosted by the Cheyenne and Arap-

aho Tribes. For more information contact LaRenda Morgan 

at 405-422-7929 or by email, lmorgan@cheyenneandarapa-

ho-nsn.gov.

Congratulations to Aiden & Dmichael for making the 
Oklahoma 10U National Football Team.

Aiden’s parents are Kelli Osage and Jeffery Williams, 
and Dmichael’s parents are Dylan Elledge and Tiara 

Ford.

A big thank you to Donovan Osage Jr. for pushing them 

to keep going to strive for excellence.

Happy Birthday

Mark Eugene Curtis

50 years young 

Happy 2nd Birthday 
Oakley Osage

We love you and 
pray you have 

many more blessed 
birthdays always, 

your mom and dad.
Tiara ford and 

Donovan Osage Jr.

Happy 6th Birthday 

Saylor!

Love, meme & Erika

Saylor is the great-

great granddaughter of 

Edward & Elizabeth Bull, 

great-granddaughter 

of Darlene Bull Love 

& granddaughter of 

Mardena Hanson

Oh my gosh son your 

birthday is upon us again 

and we celebrate another 

year without you.

On Dec. 26, my percious 

boy by the name of Shan-

non Blackwolf came into 

this world. Such a giving 

human whom loved life and 

his family and his children 

most of all.

The kids are all doing 

well as can be expected, 

You are a grandpa this past 

December. It breaks my 

heart that you are not here 

to enjoy her and give her all 

of your love. You are still 

missed son every day, every 

minute, we are all still pac-

ing on in this world without 

you. But we all know there 

will be that glorious day, 

one day when we will all be 

together again. 

You are gone from our 

presence but always re-

membered on this special 

day Dec. 26, 1982. We love 
and miss you Shannon but 

we know you are celebrat-

ing in the Heavens with all 

of our beautiful people who 

have gone home.

Keep watching over us 

son, especially your son 

and his new little fami-

ly. Love you, mom Vida 

and dad Donovan, Rachel, 

Joe, Kevin, Jarrod, Der-

rick, Mendy, grandpa Don 

and Rumel and all of the 

great-grandbabies, and the 

rest of the family. 

In Loving Memory of Shannon Blackwolf

Cheyenne, and Arapaho Tribes visit C&A Haskell stu-

dents in Lawrence, Kansas on Dec. 12, 2022 to share a meal 

before finals begin this week.
Good luck to all HINU students as they complete their 

Fall 2022 semester and, most importantly, move along on 

their educational endeavors. Support for one another in all 

aspects of life is vital for growth. Listening to future leaders 

is essential for success and prosperity. The perspective of 

an emerging era of native scholars goes without mention-

ing that the 7th generation is a force to be reckoned with. 

Ho’hou to everyone who could make it. Safe travels to and 
from home this holiday season.

honobee’ hoonou3oot 
Merry Christmas

Travis Ruiz, Arapaho District 3 Legislator / Speaker of 

the Nineth Legislature
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By Latoya Lonelodge / C ourtesy Photos

McKenzi Sovo, Eisenhower Indian School
In her senior year of high 

school, McKenzi Sovo, 17, 

is a true representation of 

what being a dual athlete 

means. Part time softball 

player and part time home-

coming queen, Sovo has of-

ficially entered into her final 
year of track and field. 

Attending Eisenhow-

er High School in Lawton, 

Okla., Sovo throws shotput 

and discus for the track and 

field team. Beginning track 
and field in the eighth grade, 
Sovo’s love for strength 
building quickly began. Be-

ing a part of team was So-

vo’s epiphany that grew her 
love for wanting to be the 

strongest she could be. 

Putting her strength to the 

ultimate test, Sovo throws 

an eight-pound metal ball as 

part of shotput and is judged 

upon how far she can throw 

it.

“It’s mainly about 
strength and discus, it’s just 
a disc kind of like a frisbee 

kind of but it’s heavier and 
it takes a lot more technique 

and you have to have certain 

spins and release, so it’s a 
lot more technique that goes 

into discus than shotput be-

cause it’s more of a strength 
thing,” Sovo said. 

For the longest time, 

Sovo said she played softball 

and her interest in track and 

field came from wanting to 
expand into different sports. 

“Shot and disc was more 

of strength and technique, 

I thought I could be pretty 

good at it so I tried it and I 

really liked it and then as the 

years went on it became an-

other sport that I did and then 

it got to where I really liked 

it, I want to go to college for 

it now and I really want to 

get good at it to where I can 

hopefully get a scholarship,” 

Sovo said. 

Sovo’s personal record 
(PR) for throwing is 90 feet 
for discus and about 30 feet 

for shotput.

“I like that you have to 

be strong to play it, because 

disc is more a technique that 

you do, have to have a little 

weight and have to be a lit-

tle strong in order to throw it 

farther,” Sovo said. 

Her favorite thing about 

throwing shotput and dis-

cus is the strength that is re-

quired. 

“I like lifting weights 

also and you lift a lot when it 

comes to shot and disc, that 

also kind of pulled me in and 

it’s just a fun sport to me be-

cause it’s individual it’s not 
a team thing and I like that, 

I can succeed and be noticed 

for my own things instead of 

just kind of being a part of 

a team and it being a team 

thing,” Sovo said. 

Being a part of track and 

field, Sovo said has been 
helpful for strength condi-

tioning for softball. 

“In shotput the balls are 

really heavy, it’s made me 
throw a softball a lot stron-

ger and a lot quicker now 

that I’m more involved with 
track, when I go to softball 

and I do play it helps me 

become a lot more stron-

ger when I throw the ball or 

when I hit in softball you use 

a lot of your hips for track 

and your legs come into play 

a lot, with softball its’ the 
same thing,” Sovo said. 

In order to stay fit and 
be ready to test her strength 

when the track and field 
season begins in the spring, 

Sovo said she does a lot of 

lifting, squats and bench 

presses to prepare for the up-

coming season. 

“When the weather’s 
good we’ll go out and throw, 
throw shot throw a little disc 

we have some drills that we 

do for both of them and we’ll 
usually do a little bit of both 

everyday,” Sovo said. 

Sovo said when throwing 

shotput and discus it’s im-

portant to have strength in 

the legs as well as being a 

coachable player. 

“It’s mainly all of your 
legs it’s not so much in your 

arms, it’s really about having 
muscle in your legs because 

your power comes from your 

bottom half in almost any 

sport and really just being 

coachable when it comes to 

a sport,” Sovo said. 

Alongside being a dual 

athletes and being crowned 

the 2022 homecoming 

queen, Sovo has managed 

to maintain to a 3.75 GPA at 
school. 

Sovo said she’s become 
better at managing both 

school and sports. 

“It’s really hard but just 
have to stay on top of ev-

erything and no matter what, 

school comes first and some-

times if you get behind in 

school you have to not go 

to practice one day or you 

might have to leave prac-

tice early in order to get 

your grades up so you can 

play, that’s something that 
I’ve struggled with before 
but I’m pretty good about it 
now that I’m going into my 
fourth year of high school,” 

Sovo said. 

For the upcoming track 

and field season, Sovo said 
what she looks forward to 

the most is the opportunity 

to make it to regionals and 

the state championship. 

“Every year I’ve had a 
mishap and I haven’t been 
able to go to regionals or 

state, it’s always something 
and this year I finally get to 
go to regionals and state, I 

think I’m most excited about 
that because I really want to 

do good and hopefully be a 

state champion,” Sovo said. 

As far as setting goals for 

track 

a n d 

field, Sovo said 
he wants to throw 

farther than ever be-

fore and she wants 

to make new PR’s 
as well as break the 

school record. 

“I definitely want 
to get stronger and 

work on my tech-

nique a lot more, so 

just working out re-

ally hard after school 

with practice and go-

ing to the gym on my 

own time, lift weights 

on my own time and re-

ally get stronger this year, 

put in the work in practice 

every day and practice out-

side of school practice and 

really work on my technique 

as well, that’s really what I 
want to do,” Sovo said. 

Being a part of the track 

and field team has taught 
Sovo that in order to get bet-

ter, it takes time. 

“I didn’t start out too hot 
but I put in the work and I 

really dedicated myself to 

it and I realized that this is 

what I want to do, this is 

what I want to go to college 

for,” Sovo said. 

And Sovo wants to work 

really hard at it. 

“So I did and I’ve noticed 
a lot of improvement in my-

self and that is something 

I’m pretty proud of, that it 
taught me to be patient and 

that hard work is going to pay 

off,” 

Sovo said. 

Sovo has been looking at 

various college options for 

after graduation and hopes 

to gain a scholarship for 

track.

“Hopefully I get a schol-

arship for track, I really 

am looking at a bunch of 

colleges just in case track 

doesn’t work out … if I can 
get a college offer from a D1 

school I would really want 

to go into Louisiana State 

University because their 

track program is amazing,” 

Sovo said. 

Sovo’s parents are Kevin 

Sovo and DeAnn Nibbs LeB-

eau. Her grandparents are 

June Sovo and Sharon Kol-

zen, and Reginald “Geto” 

Nibbs and Brenda Tonips 

Nibbs. Sovo’s siblings are 

Jordan Jackson, Cheyenne 

Pocowatchit and Kevin Sovo 

II.



PAGE 10 Tsistsistas & HinonoeiCheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune


