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Rosemary Stephens
Editor-in-Chief 

As far as the eyes could 

see, thousands of tribal cit-

izens representing Tribal 

Nations from all across the 

U.S., lined up on the Nation-

al Mall. From regal Chief’s 

headdresses to brightly col-

ored regalia, ribbon skirts 

and ribbon shirts, they lined 

up for two purposes. To hon-

or their beloved Veterans, 

and to celebrate the first Na-

tional Native American Vet-

erans Memorial ever to be 

erected on the National Mall, 

signaling a long overdue 

tribute to the thousands of 

Native Americans who have 

served, and currently serve 

in the United States Armed 

Services.

Not even the misting 

rain could dampen the high 

spirits of everyone gathered 

on the National Mall to of-

ficially dedicate and cele-

brate the National Native 

American Veterans Memo-

rial (NNAVM), a ceremony 

lasting well over three hours.

Lined up, tribal citizens 

from across the country be-

gan their procession down 

the National Mall on Veter-

an’s Day to a stage area at 

the steps of the U.S. Capi-

tol building. Lulus could be 

heard throughout the day as 

they marched rallying their 

support during the ceremony.

The celebration featured 

numerous prominent Tribal 

Nation leaders and Native 

Americans including actor 

Wes Studi, retired Sergeant 

of the U.S. Army and John 

Herrington, retired Captain 

of the U.S. Navy and the first 
Native American astronaut 

to go into space, as well as 

House Representative Shar-

ice Davis, Republican Sen-

ator Dan Sullivan of Alaska 

and Cynthis Chavez Lama, 

National Museum of the 

American Indian director.

“Native Americans on 

any battlefield is a formi-
dable force to be reckoned 

with,” Studi said.

The memorial was de-

signed by Cheyenne tribal 

citizen, well known artist, 

Harvey Pratt, originally from 

El Reno, Okla. Pratt is a U.S. 

Marine Corps Veteran hav-

ing served in the Vietnam 

War in the Marine Third Re-

connaissance Battalion. One 

of 42,000 Native Americans 

who served in the Vietnam 

War.

Celebrating the National NativeCelebrating the National Native

American Veterans Memorial,American Veterans Memorial,

Honoring VeteransHonoring Veterans

Above: The Buddy Bond 

Color Gaurd

Right: Harvey Pratt 

waves to friends as he walks 

along side Gov. Reggie Was-

sana. (All Photos by Adriel 

Clements/AC Media)
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(ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA.) For centuries many were not 

aware of the historical footprints of Indigenous warriors im-

pacted by warfare in the 1800s. Many lives were lost and ul-

timately forgotten over time. Until now.

Through historical research and collaboration between the 

National Park Service and the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, 

education and acknowledgement of the historical roots sur-

rounding tribal warriors held captive at Fort Marion can now 

be exchanged and shared.

Originally built by the Spanish between 1672 and 1695, 

Fort Marion was left by the Spanish, and had become the 

United States territory when the U.S. Army took over the fort 

as a prison and military outpost. It was later used as a prison 

during the Seminole Wars in Florida, where Seminoles were 

imprisoned in the 1830s. During the Plains Indian Wars, a 

number of tribal citizens were held there, including citi-

zens of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes and then later the 

Apache Indians were also brought to Fort Marion. Known as 

the oldest continually occupied European city in what would 

become the continental United States, Fort Marion holds over 

450 years of cultural and historical accounts rooted deep in its 

territorial grounds. 

Through Nov. 16 -17, in collaboration between the Na-

tional Park Service, Flagler College and the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Tribes, the Honoring the Historical Footprint of the 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Warriors at Fort Marion event was 

held at Flagler College in St. Augustine, Fla. 

The Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes were able to present 

historical information, share stories and educate the public 

on the Cheyenne and Arapaho warriors who lost their lives 

at Fort Marion, which is known now as the Castillo de San 

Marcos. 

An article published by Hyperallergic stated over 70 Ki-

owa, Cheyenne, Caddo, Comanche, and Arapaho warriors 

were imprisoned at Fort Marion in Florida between 1875 and 

1878 after the Red River War, a campaign that was led by the 

US Army to remove groups of Plains Indians from their lands 

and relocate them to Indian Territory.

Norene Starr, outreach coordinator for the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Tribes executive branch, has been involved with ini-

tiating the event surrounding the history at Fort Marion. An 

event that was five years in the making.
Starr said when Gordy Wilson with the National Park Ser-

vice came to Concho, Okla., five years ago it was a chance 
to find out what happened at Fort Marion. From then on, the 
emails, conversations and zoom meetings had begun. 

“It came from my personal experience, I had been there 

several times since 1984 when I knew Castillo San Marcos 

was Fort Marion, I understood why I had been drawn there,” 

Starr said. 

Starr remembers when her grandparents Moses Starr and 

Helen Heap of Birds, along with her father Morgan Starr 

would talk about Big Moccasin and Chief Heap of Birds, 

warriors that were kept captive at Fort Marion, throughout 

her childhood. 

“No one ever knew what happened to them or where they 

went exactly, only Fort Marion, it was an ongoing conversa-

tion,” Starr said. 

Gordy Wilson, Superintendent of the Castillo de San Mar-

cos National Monument, said they wanted to give the tribes 

an opportunity to tell their perspectives of the incarcerations 

during the 19th century and 1800s.

“Many different tribes at different points in time were in-

carcerated here and the only stories we ever told were from 

the perspective of the United States Army,” Wilson said. 

Wilson said there is a lot more to the incarcerations be-

cause of the tribes and the sovereign nations that those activ-

ities impacted. 

“We really want to be able to tell those stories from the 

tribal perspective and the only people that can do that are the 

tribes themselves so that’s what this project is all about,” Wil-

son said. 

Bringing everyone together at Flagler College, Wilson 

said the significance of the event is that it’s a starting point 
as they have approximately 25 tribes that have connections to 

the historical accounts of Fort Marion.

“With this engagement we’re hoping it will bring in other 

tribes to take the same opportunity to use our site as sort of 

a gateway to some of those tribal stories because there’s so 

much more to tell,” Wilson said. 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Gov. Reggie Wassana said 

the priority is educating the public on what happened at Fort 

Marion with the 35 Cheyenne and Arapaho warriors that were 

captured and imprisoned in St. Augustine. 

“We wanted to memorialize, respect and honor those who 

didn’t make it back home so we came down to try to do some 

cultural and ceremonial aspects so hopefully they continue 

their travels and their journeys with the tribes acknowledging 

that we understand and we’re here,” Wassana said. 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Honor 
the Historical Footprints of Fallen
Indigenous Warriors at Fort Marion

Norene Starr, Gordon Yellowman, Moses Starr and Memo Valenzuela lead the honor ceremony at Fort Marion to me-

morialize the Cheyenne and Arapaho warriors. (Photos / Latoya Lonelodge)
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(WATONGA, OK) With 

ongoing efforts to revital-

ize the Cheyenne and Arap-

aho languages, Cheyenne 

and Arapaho Tribes’ Master 

Apprentice Program put to-

gether a two-day language 

summit to showcase their 

progress, learning from flu-

ent speakers.

On Nov. 9-10, the 2022 

Language Summit was held 

at the Lucky Star Casino Ho-

tel and Convention Center in 

Watonga, Okla. 

The summit was packed 

with sessions, where at-

tendees were able to listen 

in on advanced immersion 

conversations between the 

lead master apprentices and 

fluent speakers. Various flu-

ent speakers from outside of 

Oklahoma were also in atten-

dance as well as other tribal 

language programs, to show-

case their efforts in learning 

their respective languages. 

Over the course of the two-

day event, keynote speakers 

included Dr. Henrietta Mann, 

Cheyenne speaker, William 

C’Hair, Arapaho speaker, 

Howard Paden, Cherokee 

Nation and Josh Hinson, 

Chickasaw Nation.

Lead Arapaho apprentice 

James Sleeper said the pro-

gram has been looking for-

ward to having the language 

summit for a while.

“We really wanted to get 

some other tribes here and 

see what they’re doing, how 

they’re trying to preserve 

their language, how they’re 

trying to revitalize their lan-

guage, we’re always looking 

for new activities and meth-

ods to use, to be able to cap-

ture the language,” Sleeper 

said. 

And at the same time, 

Sleeper said they wanted to 

have it in one of the tribe’s 

local communities so people 

could see what the program 

does. 

“We’re kind of like in 

a classroom setting, if you 

will, and a lot of people don’t 

know what we do and we 

wanted to showcase what we 

do here,” Sleeper said. 

For six years, the program 

has been communicating 

through Zoom and learning 

from fluent speakers that live 
in Wyoming. 

“Today we’re really for-

tunate because some of them 

are here and there’s still 

some Cheyenne speakers in 

the communities in Oklaho-

ma and so it’s not really easy 

for them because they live in 

different communities, but 

they don’t live out of state 

either so on the other hand 

we’ve been fortunate to learn 

how to use zoom and how to 

utilize that as a way for us to 

learn our language,” Sleeper 

said. 

Rebecca Risenhoover, co-

ordinator for the Cheyenne 

and Arapaho Master Appren-

tice Program said it was a lot 

of work in putting the sum-

mit together.

“We’ve been planning for 

months and to be able to have 

our northern speakers down 

here as well, Cora and Flora 

Willow, we’ve worked with 

them for about six years, 

and they’ve never been able 

to come and so having them 

here today is extremely spe-

cial because we work daily 

with them,” Risenhoover 

said, expressing her excite-

ment. “To finally get every-

body here together, just even 

listening to them joke around 

and laugh to each other in 

the language has been very 

rewarding.” 

Risenhoover stressed the 

importance of Native lan-

guages, saying, “we are not 

who we are without our lan-

guages.”

“My staff has taken it 

upon themselves to carry 

this huge load so that the 

language is not lost and they 

come up with new ideas and 

games and activities to make 

language learning fun,” Ris-

enhoover said. 

Former Cheyenne lead 

master apprentice for the 

program, Michael Elizon-

do,Jr., spent four years with 

the Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Tribes language program. 

Elizondo said he’s happy to 

see the program sponsoring 

the language summit as it’s 

been talked about for some 

years. 

“This has given every-

one the opportunity to share 

how to build conversations, 

whether it’s in Cheyenne 

or Arapaho with our elder 

speakers and then it’s also 

giving the program an op-

portunity to show what kind 

of activities we like to do 

for new learners as well as 

how to engage activities with 

community members, pri-

marily for community class-

es,” Elizondo said. 

Elizondo said when he 

first took on the challenge of 
learning the conversational 

part of Cheyenne, he wished 

he had the opportunity to 

watch someone else, such as 

the listening sessions held at 

the language summit.

“Just in my lifetime I nev-

er got to see anyone else go 

through that struggle, for 

our new learners that are just 

now going through that, go-

ing through their first stages 
of how to pronounce a word, 

or how a word changes in 

different situations, I think 

it’s really important for them 

to see that you can get past 

all those phases with consis-

tent practice,” Elizondo said. 

Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Tribes’ Lt. Gov. Gib Miles 

said it’s important to realize 

that learning the language 

has become an emergency as 

the tribes are losing more of 

its fluent speakers. 
“It’s an emergency that 

these times have passed, the 

good thing about now op-

posed to the past is that you 

can record all this stuff and 

its speakers on CDs and you 

can pass those around and 

they will be there forever,” 

Lt. Gov. Miles said. 

He said with the use of 

recordings and technology, 

it gives hope and shared his 

belief that having recordings 

of the languages is what’s 

“going to save us in the long 

run.”

“Like today with the pre-

sentations here for the Arap-

aho part, they had a visual 

and we’re all looking at the 

visual and follow on, where 

in the past they wouldn’t 

have had those things,” 

Miles said. 

Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Tribes Education Depart-

ment Executive Director 

Carrie Whitlow said she 

enjoyed experiencing the 

immersion sessions and 

conversations spoken in the 

Arapaho language.

“I feel like you always 

learn something when you’re 

working with them, they’re 

always so patient and they 

make it fun, we’re sitting 

here and they’re telling 

jokes, they’re telling them in 

Arapaho but you can tell that 

they’re laughing and having 

a good time. I think that’s 

important to see,” Whitlow 

said. 

Whitlow said the lan-

guage summit was a way to 

educate people on what the 

apprentice program does, 

how they do it and how im-

portant it is to learn the lan-

guages.  

“I think it really is import-

ant for people to understand 

because I think sometimes 

you hear sometimes sec-

ondhand what master ap-

prentice looks like or how 

we’re saving our languages 

but you don’t ever get to see 

them. The whole purpose 

is to invite educators today 

and community members to 

come and learn about what 

we’re doing,” Whitlow said. 

Day one of the language 

summit included immersion 

sessions and keynotes from 

Cheyenne and Arapaho flu-

ent speakers. Risenhoover 

said day two would include 

sessions from other tribes 

such as the Cherokee, Chick-

asaw, Kiowa, Comanche, 

Apache and Pawnee Tribes 

presenting on what they do 

with their master appren-

tice programs. She said she 

hopes to see the apprentice 

program continue to grow.

“Then I’d like to see us 

be able to help other tribes, 

see what we’re doing and 

then maybe give them ideas 

on how to do that as well and 

with the other tribes that are 

presenting, we’re hoping to 

learn from them also, and 

get new ideas and hopefully 

to recharge ourselves, make 

it more fulfilling,” Risen-

hoover said.

The Language Program 

offers virtual language class-

es weekly, for both adults 

and children. To learn more 

about the virtual language 

classes call 405-422-7425.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes 

Language Apprentice Program 

hosts their first Language Summit

Breakout session featuring the Cheyenne language learning session with former Cheyenne master apprentice Michael 

Elizondo and Cheyenne speakers, Ervin Bull, Margie Pewo and Dr. Henrietta Mann. (Photos / Latoya Lonelodge)

Arapaho speaker, William C’Hair is one of many key-

note speakers on the agenda for the Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Language Summit.
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“I want to look at the 

heavens today, the Cre-

ator gave us a nice gen-

tle rant, to water Mother 

Earth, and for us to start 

a new day. This memori-

al came about in a dream, 

as I gather all of my life 

experiences as a Southern 

Cheyenne Peace Chief,” 

Pratt told the audience 

during the dedication cer-

emony.

Pratt said every aspect 

of the design of the me-

morial was intentional, 

making sure each aspect 

represented something of 

importance to all Tribal 

Nations, not just one spe-

cific tribe. The path of life 
leading up to the center 

has the five military seals, 
the round centerpiece 

represents harmony with 

water, fire, the Earth and 
the air, and the four lanc-

es rise above the memo-

rial intentionally placed 

along the four cardinal di-

rections, with the railing 

causing a ripple effect to 

emulate the vibrations of 

a drum.

Each guest speaker 

highlighted the coura-

geous response of Native 

Americans to serve their 

country, a country that has 

taken so much from them 

for generations. It was 

duly noted Native Ameri-

cans serve in the military 

in numbers far higher 

than their proportion of 

the U.S. population – five 
times the national aver-

age. They’ve served with 

distinction in every ma-

jor conflict for over 200 
years.

“It would have been 

normal, even rational, 

that when called upon to 

serve in the military and 

fight and die for Ameri-
ca, the reaction of Native 

Americans over the de-

cades might have been no 

thanks, but that wasn’t the 

reaction. To the contrary, 

it was the complete op-

posite,” Senator Sullivan 

said as the crowd cheered 

and the lulus rang out.

Of the thousands at-

tending, over 200 in the 

procession were citizens 

of the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Tribes of Okla-

homa. The Buddy Bond 

Color Guard led the group 

of 200 tribal citizens 

along the National Mall, 

and as people walked by 

some had tears streaming 

down their face as the full 

impact of this historic cel-

ebration truly meant … 

recognition to the thou-

sands of Native Ameri-

can Veterans who served, 

are currently serving and 

those who gave their lives 

for their country. A coun-

try whose land they have 

lived upon from time im-

memorial.

All photos by Adriel Clements/AC Media
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‘Can you guys feel that?’

It was a moment reflected by Barry Whiteman, a Buddy Bond Color Guard member, who 
had turned around to the group to make it known. A moment that unrivaled any other and to 

speak of it lightly would be anything less than a discredit to the reasoning as to why we were 

there. The echo of this sentiment made it so clear and bonding: We, the Cheyenne and Arap-

aho Veterans that traversed across this great land of ours to commemorate and convene in 

brotherhood and sisterhood this past Veteran’s Day in Washington D.C. at the dedication of 

the National Native American Veterans Memorial stood tall, unbreakable, now in formation 

with one another, Sailors, Marines, Airmen, Soldiers, enlisted and officers alike.
Standing there waiting, seeing the helm, yoke and regalia from so many great and differ-

ent tribes all around us, the medals and ribbons of warfare, shawls of remembrance, lines 

along faces of a life fully lived, ball caps worn of former commands, we all felt it, that afore-

mentioned sense of pride. Some would say that perhaps it should go unspoken, but it was 

so abundantly clear upon that humid street, four people abreast in formation, to our bones 

that never forgot how to march…that the pride of our warrior ancestors were with us as we 

marched past the Veterans Memorial. Pushing us along, in step with us, and in full acknowl-

edgment. It was so real and an encompassing spirit that moved among us, delighting in our 

uniform service, harkening upon those solemn oaths between individual and country that 

were in fact covenants between ourselves and our Creator, to 

protect and serve that which we loved and held so dear: our 

homelands, our mothers and fathers, sisters and brothers, kin 

and friends, to be such a noble act of simplicity and a given, 

that if asked again, there wouldn’t be a hesitation to do so. 

And as our procession marched, heads held high and 

crowds had gathered to watch all of us march through the 

capitol, that indelible and unwavering spirit only amplified 
as the war whoops started and the ceremony of dedication 

began. But it started there, upon our arrival, waiting for the 

march to begin and that’s where Barry Whiteman felt the 

sense as well. 

“We were running late. Buddy Bond Color Guard was 

having lunch with the Cheyenne and Arapaho Veterans 

and Elders. During our meal, someone said, ‘Turquoise 

group is lining up.’ That’s the group we’re supposed to line 

up with. So, we loaded up the bus to hurry and get down 

there. When we arrived, we threw our gear on and grabbed 

the rifles and flags.  While walking over there, I was in awe 
to see this many tribes and nations lined up,” Whiteman said. 

“We took our place in line. I could not stop looking at ev-

eryone. The regalia, the flags, and how the different Color 
Guards dressed. Realizing how different we were, yet we are 

all the same. Coming together like this … beautiful. Some-

one said my name, to take a picture. I couldn’t get rid of this 

big smile I had. Looking at the camera, I said, ‘I’m trying 

to look stoic, but I can’t help it. This is awesome. This is 

righteous.’”

It most indeed was…

Can You Feel That?
By Jerry C. Levi, U.S. Navy Veteran

All photos by Adriel Clements/AC Media
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In memorializing the 

fallen warriors, special cer-

emonies were held on the 

burial grounds and cemeter-

ies where the warriors were 

buried.

“They lost their lives here 

and we wanted to honor them 

by doing ceremonies so they 

can continue on their jour-

ney and it’s a lot more com-

fortable now, hopefully they 

don’t feel that the tribe aban-

doned them and that we were 

here to memorialize them for 

sacrificing for all of us,” Was-

sana said. 

Flag ceremonies and drum 

songs were sung at the St. Au-

gustine National Cemetery 

and Piney Grove Cemetery 

in Baldwin, Fla., honoring 

the Cheyenne and Arapaho 

warriors that lost their lives 

during their time at Fort Mar-

ion. 

As two headstones sit in 

the National Cemetery dis-

playing the titles “Six Un-

known Indians,” associate 

director for the Center for 

Humanities and Digital Re-

search at the University of 

Central Florida, Amy Giroux 

said as a family historian she 

was upset that they weren’t 

identified. 
“There were no names, no tribal affiliations, nothing, it 

just said six unknown Indians, so I started my research to try 

to figure out who they were and what came to light to me was 
the time in history in Florida, history wasn’t really aware of 

the prisoners when they were here from 1875-1878,” Giroux 

said. 

And so, Giroux began her research and investigation for 

the next five years to find names.
“These people had families, they had names, I wanted to 

try to identify them,” Giroux said. 

Throughout her research, Giroux was also able to create 

a 3-D model of Heap of Birds and what his face would have 

looked like. 

Sharing the face profile with Starr, Giroux said Starr in-

stantly recognized facial similarities between her family 

members and that of Heap of Birds.

“I sat down and I said this is the model of Heap of Birds 

and she’s looking at it and she’s going that’s my grand-

mother’s nose, it’s a touch screen so you can turn it and rotate 

it and she rotated it until it’s a profile, she’s going that’s what 
I see and the tears come and that’s the importance here, being 

able to bring that back to ya’ll,” Giroux said.

As part of the history of Fort Marion, Steve Roberts, di-

rector of interpretation, education and visitor service at Cas-

tillo San Marcos National Monuments, said the fort was used 

by the U.S. military in three different time periods for the in-

carceration and the imprisonment of Native Americans who 

were referred to as “trouble makers.” 

In 1837 the Seminole people were imprisoned at the fort 

from 1875-1878 and the Plains tribes included the Cheyenne, 

Arapaho, Caddo, Kiowa and Comanche, who were all im-

prisoned there. In the 1880s there were Apache that were also 

imprisoned.

“This week we’re here to really provide an opportunity to 

remember and provide a sort of memorial for the Cheyenne 

who were imprisoned here in St. Augustine, so far from their 

homelands,” Roberts said. 

Roberts said the project has been exciting for him per-

sonally.

“We have been working very closely with Norene Starr 

and the governor’s office to think through how we the Na-

tional Park Service at this fort so far from the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Tribes, to make sure we’re sharing appropriately 

the story of this traumatic experience of those warriors who 

were separated by a thousand 

or more miles from their 

homes, from their families, 

from their way of life,” Rob-

erts said.

Roberts said it’s been an 

emotional roller coaster of 

learning, of listening, of re-

ally thinking deeply about 

those imprisoned warriors 

as the people they were and 

learning from Norene, Gor-

don Yellowman, Max Bear, 

Denny Medicinebird and lis-

tening to what they said.

“It’s not my lineage, while 

I have a responsibility to 

share this history it really is 

the Cheyenne people’s sto-

ry to tell and so it’s been so 

meaningful to have such a 

great partnership with the 

tribes to learn, to be able to 

help our staff here in St. Au-

gustine do better at telling the 

truth of this important part of 

the fort’s history,” Roberts 

said. 

In moving forward, the 

tribes hope to continue col-

laboration efforts in working 

the National Park Service as well as allowing other tribes to 

actively participate. 

Participating in the two-day event and listening to infor-

mation that was shared, Tina Osceola, director of the Tribal 

Historic Preservation office at the Seminole Tribe, said it’s a 
first step.

“I think Norene has just cracked the door open and she’s 

peeking through because there’s so many other tribes that 

has stories, so many people that has stories and she’s really 

handing the microphone over to other people, that’s the best 

analogy that I think I can come up with because that micro-

phone wasn’t available to all of us,” Osceola said.

Osceola said it was never about our experiences and for 

once it’s our story being told, this is being told in the first 
person for the first time ever.

“I think that’s remarkable and it’s going to take years 

and hopefully it’s never going to be that last year or that last 

event, I’m hoping this is how the stories are going to be told 

from this point forward,” said Osceola. 

On the final day of the tribe’s visit in St. Augustine, many 
gathered at Fort Marion to pay tribute and honor the Chey-

enne and Arapaho warriors that were once held captive there. 

“To memorialize them, commemorate them for their hero-

ic deeds before coming here, but also to honor them respect-

fully and do something that’s right for them because they 

deserve that. It’s something to give them dignity, give them 

respect and so that’s what’s brought into this event and I hope 

that it’s one that we complete, start them on their journey 

home now because the songs will start their journey, they’ve 

been waiting on it,” Gordon Yellowman, director of the 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Language and Culture program said.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Gov. Reggie Wassana pictured with Norene Starr, Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes outeach coordinator for the Executive 

Branch and Steve Roberts, Director of interpretation, education and visitor service at Castillo San Marcos. (Photos / Latoya Lonelodge)

Proclamation Native American Heritage Month by  the city of St Augustine. Pictured 

l-r: Nancy Sikes-Kline, incoming Mayor of St. Augustine, Tracie Whiteshirt, tribal citi-

zen, Denny Medicinebird, Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Dept. of Health executive direc-

tor, Norene Starr, Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes outreach coordinator for the Executive 

Branch, Memo Valenzuela, Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Youth Council, and Tracy Up-

church, St. Augustine Mayor. (Submitted photo)

Castillo de San Marcos, formerly known as Fort Marion in St. Augustine, Fla. 
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Mohawk Lodge Indian Store Set to 

Close After 130 Years in Business

When you walk into 

Mohawk Lodge in Clinton, 

Okla., you may think you are 

walking in to purchase some 

beads, maybe some fringe, a 

Pendleton blanket or some 

beaded moccasins. 

What you find are rows 
and rows of hidden, priceless 

Native American treasures 

dating back to the 1890s. In 

every nook and cranny, some 

items enclosed in glass cas-

es, frames, and other items 

on full display. From cradle-

boards to Buckskin dresses, 

beaded tobacco bags, hand-

made dolls, orginal art from 

artists such as Archie Blac-

kowl and original black and 

white photos.

History you will never see 

on display anywhere else but 

inside Mohawk Lodge Indi-

an Store.

It’s been a place many In-

digenous people have come 

to depend on when looking 

to purchase those special 

beads, or an original Pendle-

ton blanket or just to sit and 

visit with long time owner, 

Patricia ‘Pat’ Henry.

Whatever the reason for 

visiting the store, one thing 

for sure is Pat has grown to 

love each and every person 

she has come to know as 

family in the 28 years she 

has ran the store her beloved 

mother, Nellie Stevens, ran 

for 30 years prior. Making 

Pat’s announcement of per-

manently closing the Mo-

hawk Lodge Indian Store 

bittersweet.

“One man came and 

bought every one of the 

blankets I had. We have sold 

Pendletons since 1899. It’s 

sad to close it, but my kids, 

one lives in Dallas and one 

in Houston and it’s not fair to 

her (daughter) who comes up 

from Houston and helps me a 

lot. It’s getting harder for me 

to come up here and wait on 

people and stand, I can’t do it 

like I used to,” Pat said.

‘The Mohawk,’ as it 

was originally named, first 
opened in 1892 in Colony, 

Okla., ran by the Dutch Re-

form Church out of New 

York, with two caretakers. 

The first was John Seger and 
the second caretaker was Re-

ece Kincaid.

“Reece was the last care-

taker and he and his wife had 

moved the store up here to 

Clinton to better serve the 

customers and this right out 

here is Route 66,” Pat said.

Kincaid built the existing 

building to serve as a store 

and a home to him and his 

wife, while still running the 

store, but was still owned by 

the church in New York.

“When Reece died, his 

wife told the church, Mr. 

Moore used to have a store 

in Pawnee and he’s working 

up here at the Indian hospital 

and she said he’ll be good to 

the Indians, so sell it to him 

because I don’t want to run 

it anymore. So, they did and 

Mr. Moore bought it in 1940. 

His full name was Napoleon 

Bonaparte Moore, and he 

was full blood Creek but ev-

eryone called him NB,” Pat 

said.

Pat said one day her 

mother came “awheelin’” 

into the shop thinking it was 

an antique store, and ordi-

narily it would have irritat-

ed Mr. Moore for someone 

to mistake the shop for an 

antique store, but there was 

something about Pat’s moth-

er, Nellie Stevens, he seemed 

to like.

“He told her I’ve got that 

little house over there I can 

fix it up and you can put a lit-
tle antique shop in it. So he 

fixed it up, cleaned it up, it 
had a little bathroom, kitch-

en and a small place for a 

bedroom in the back. Mama 

would drive up from Hobart 

every day and drive home, 

but when the weather go bad 

she would just stay in the lit-

tle house,” Pat said.

Nellie and NB formed 

a friendship, and the two 

would go to estate sales, ga-

rage sales, and Pat said it was 

good not only for NB but for 

her mother as well because 

Pat’s father has passed away.

“When Mr. Moore turned 

70, he told my mama, ‘Nel-

lie why don’t you buy the 

store?’ My mama told him 

I can’t afford to buy your 

store,” Pat said.

That’s when NB came 

up with the idea to lease the 

store to Pat’s mama with the 

money going towards the 

principal for the next five 
years. NB moved into the lit-

tle house, Nellie moved into 

the shop/house and along 

they rocked. After the first 
five years, they did a repeat 
deal for the next five years, 
and at the end of 10 years, 

when NB was 80 years old 

and wanted to just contin-

ue with another five years, 
Pat’s mama finally said, ‘No 
NB we’ve got to think about 

Poodles (Pat) and I have the 

money to pay you off.’]

“Well Mr. Moore went 

around all day muttering, 

‘I don’t even own my own 

home,’ fiddling around. 
Mama said is it any differ-

ent than it was yesterday? 

He said no. And so, he lived 

over there until he was 87 

years old. He lived a year 

longer than my mama who 

died at 78, and Mr. Moore 

was 87,” Pat said.

Pat was 60 years old when 

she first started running Mo-

hawk Lodge Indian Store 

and said she holds many fun-

ny memories and wonderful 

moments she’s had in the 

store.

“A lot of these things have 

been here a long, long time, 

but thanks to my mama and 

to NB they left a lot to me, 

and they left a lot of history. 

We’ve always sold beads, 

Pendleton blankets, fringe, 

and all these cases you see 

are all over 130 years old, 

original cases that were in 

the original Mohawk,” Pat 

said as her voice began to 

break a little. “But it was 

wonderful to run the store 

and I’ve enjoyed the Indians 

I’ve known and I feel like 

they are my family. I’m gon-

na miss them.”

The final closing date goal 
for Mohawk Lodge Indian 

Store will be the first of Feb-

ruary 2023. To visit the store, 

please call 580-323-2360 

or come to 22702 Route 66 

North in Clinton, Okla.

“But if you come in per-

son, ring the front door bell 

and wait, because it takes me 

longer to get up front than it 

used to … I’m not as young 

as I used to be …”

Pat Henry, 88 years old, has operated Mohawk Lodge 

Indian Store for the past 28 years. She took over the store 

after her mother Nellie Stevens’ death, who ran the store for 

30 years. (Photos / Rosemary Stephens)

Nellie Stevens, Coman-

che/Cherokee, mother of 

Pat Henry.

Rosemary Stephens, Editor-in-Chief

Wilbur and Melissa Goodblanket, 

and Dr. Henrietta Mann were hosted 

by documentary filmmaker Camp-

bell Dalglish to attend the New York 

showings of “Savage Land,” and 

participate in the Q&A sessions fol-

lowing the screenings.

“Savage Land” is a film directed 
by Dr. Henrietta Mann and Camp-

bell Dalglish, written by Dr. Mann, 

Dalglish and Alex Lora. The film re-

volves around the death of 18-year-

old Cheyenne and Arapaho tribal 

youth Mah-hi-vist Goodblanket who 

was shot to death inside his parents’ 

kitchen on Dec. 21, 2013 by Custer 

County deputies, Chance Avery and 

Dillon Mock.

What began as a 911 distress call 

for a mental episode by Melissa and 

Wilbur for their son, turned into an 

escalated unjustified shooting of 
their son within minutes of the dep-

uties’ arrival.

The deputies have never been 

charged in the shooting.

The documentary takes you back 

150 years to reveal how historical 

trauma and the horrors of the past 

are still present in America today.

To preview “Savage Land” trailer 

visit www.savagelandfilm.com.
“The Red Bird Project” has been 

launched by the family to raise 

awareness of Mah-hi-vist’s murder 

by soliciting future screening loca-

tions and sponsorships for travel. 

If you would like to find out more 
about “The Red Bird Project,” 

please email redbirdblessings@ya-

hoo.com.

About Mah-hi-vist Goodblanket

Mah-hi-vist (translates in En-

glish to Red Bird) Touching Cloud 

Goodblanket was born April 11, 

1995 to Wilbur and Melissa (Ar-

cher) Goodblanket. He was named 

by his grandfather, Tennyson Good-

blanket, who named him after Red 

Bird’s great-great-great grandfather.

He was raised in Clinton and 

attended Clinton Public Schools. 

At the age of 14, Mah-hi-vist was 

chosen to go to Europe as a Youth 

Ambassador. He traveled all over 

France and England. He graduated 

Clinton High School in 2012, a year 

ahead of his scheduled graduation 

date and had been attending Has-

kell Indian University in Lawrence, 

Kansas. Mah-hi-vist was making 

plans to attend the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Tribal College in Weath-

erford, Okla., starting in January 

2014.

Mah-hi-vist was a citizen of the 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes and 

was also part Cherokee. He was a 

member of the Native American 

Church and a strong believer in the 

Native traditions, participating in 

many ceremonial events. He loved 

basketball, enjoyed making people 

laugh and was known by his friends 

and family to be “quite a jokster.”

“Savage Land” documentary 

screening held in New York City
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2nd Birthday Dance for Josephina Marie Lopez

Dec. 3, 2022 at the Concho Emergency Response Center 

in Concho, Okla. Gourd dance 3 p.m., supper 5 p.m., with 

dance to follow.

Head Staff: MC Wilbur Bullcoming, HS Kendall Kauley, 

HMD Melvin Miles, HLD Bobbie Hamilton, HLB Baby Jabo 

Medicinebird, HLG Nanami Brielle Whitethunder, Honored 

Family Moose Mia Family of Sylmar, Calif., AD Daniel Bak-

er. Tiny Tot contest, Grandmother & Granddaughter contest, 

Women’s Buckskin contest and Prettiest Shawl contest.

For more information call 405-412-9774 or 405-262-0002.

Concho Christmas Craft Fair

9 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the Concho R.E.Sp.E.C.T. Gym, 220 E. 

Back Kettle Blvd., in Concho, Okla. Unique Christmas gifts 

for everyone on your list. Open to the public and free parking. 

For more information call 405-422-7531.

Oklahoma City Community Christmas Dinner

6-8 p.m. Thursday Dec. 8, 2022 at the Oklahoma State 

Fairgrounds - The Pavilion, 3212 Wichita Walk in Oklahoma 

City, Okla. First sit down dinner since 2019. Provided by the 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Office of the Governor. For more in-

formation call 405-422-7734.

Holiday Bazaar

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Dec. 10, 2022 at the Kingfisher Emer-
gency Response Center, 400 W. Erwin in Kingfisher, Okla. 
Bazaar will feature Pampered Chef, Native Wildflower, Blue 
Raven Designs, Native American products, Tupperware, 

Tastefully Simple, Gourmet Popcorn, Paulie Anna’s hand-

made items and much more. Concession available.

Memorial Dance for Diana Sue Cassio-Bull

Sunday Jan. 29, 2023 at the Clinton Emergency Response 

Center in Clinton, Okla. Supper at 5 p.m., cake walk and Tiny 

Tot contest, and prizes. Head lady dancer’s teen fancy shawl 

contest for ages 13-17, with $200 for first place, $100 second 
place and $50 third place.

Head Staff: MC Austin Wayne Bull, HS Jason Goodblan-

ket, HM TBD, HL Katelyn Ginger Whiteman, HLB Nathan-

iel Koshiway, HLG Sevana Harper, Honored Family James & 

Jamie Yellowfish and AD TBD.

Happy Birthday to 

Brianna Littleraven 

dec. 17

Lyle Littleraven

Dec. 26

Dennis Littleraven

Dec. 18

The family would like 

to wish you all that 

are having birthday 

this month a Very 

Happy Birthday and 

many more! We love 

you all very much!

Happy 56th Birthday to

James Blackowl

Love all your family & 

friends

Hohou to the tribes for helping make this 

possible for us to be a part of and to remem-

ber. Mr. Pratt did an astounding job on this 

artwork,

To all support staff, your efforts in all you 

do for tribal citizens. Working together is a 

priority for the tribal government to prosper 

for future generations in a good way. 

I want to mention my late grandfather 

Red Raymond Stone Calf, USMC like Har-

vey, his influence and guidance have impact-

ed many of us, and that generosity continues 

to live on among our Cheyenne and Arapaho 

people today. 

This monument signifies a place where 
the tribes can say we’ve had help in devel-

oping Washington, D.C., for Cheyenne & 

Arapaho tribal members to visit that’s by 

one of our own. As Speaker, I look forward 

to the opportunity of working together and 

eagerly anticipating growth for future Chey-

enne and Arapaho people.

Photo / AC Media
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By Latoya Lonelodge / C ourtesy Photos

Nevaeh Sage, Riverside Indian School

Switching jerseys and 

schools for her junior year 

of high school, Nevaeh 

Sage, 16, is adjusting 

comfortably to her new 

team as she looks forward 

to the basketball season 

suited in a Brave’s uni-

form.

Standing 5’8, Sage 

plays  shooting guard 

and forward for the Riv-

erside Indian School 

basketball team in 

Anadarko, Okla. 

Born and raised in El Reno, Okla., Sage said her love for 

the game was encouraged by her older brothers at a young 

age.

“They were always outside playing on their basketball 

goal and I always wanted to go shoot with them and then 

that’s just where it kind of went on from there,” Sage said. 

Sage said it’s the vibe that basketball gives and that keeps 

her loving the sport.

“Like the vibe like when you’re playing and everybody’s 

watching you,” Sage said.

In her time playing basketball, it took some personal 

growth on the court to get Sage to where she is now in her 

capabilities. 

“I really used to have a bad attitude but my attitude used 

to get me put on the bench more and not getting to do things 

that other players get to do and so that was one thing I had to 

change, my attitude. I had to deal with it, basically if I got in 

trouble I couldn’t talk back I just had to keep my mouth shut 

and keep playing,” Sage said. 

Looking forward to her junior year on the basketball court, 

Sage’s goal is to make it to the state championship and win.

“Hopefully having a good season, go undefeated if we 

could and going to state,” Sage said.

While attending Riverside Indian Boarding School, Sage 

lives and breathes in her school environment managing to 

maintain a 3.8 GPA for school. 

“I just try to get my work in the same class period so I 

won’t have homework after,” Sage said. 

Starting the season opener off with a win against Looke-

ba-Sickles 53-52, Sage said the team is looking good so far. 

With their first game in the bag, Sage scored 13 points and hit 
the game winning score.

“After second semester I hope all these girls come back 

from their homes so we can still have the same team and I 

really look forward the most to going to state,” Sage said. 

Being on the court, Sage said makes her feel like nothing 

else matters. 

“I feel like it’s 

just me and the 

court,” Sage said.

Training and 

staying fit for bas-

ketball, Sage said 

she likes to play 

basketball even on 

her own time out-

side of practice. 

“I try to watch 

what I eat, what I 

do, I still shoot no 

matter where as long 

as I got a ball, but during 

practice the thing I really like 

doing is layup drills. I don’t 

really drink pop I try to drink 

water or juice, after practice I 

still go outside and shoot and 

play pick up,” Sage said.

Sage said her inspiration for continuing to play basketball 

comes from her mother.

“Basketball was never my first sport it was always softball, 
but my mom always wanted me to go out and try new things 

and she kind of threw me into basketball and taught me how 

to shoot, how to dribble and everything like that,” Sage said.

With working on her basketball skills, Sage said the two 

things every player needs to have in basketball is communi-

cation and trust. 

“You’ll meet new players and you’ll want to play with new 

teams and you have to communicate with them so you can 

learn from each other and you also have to trust them with 

the ball, what they’re going to do and with everything,” Sage 

said. 

When looking back at her basketball memories, Sage said 

she hopes to be remembered as the player her teammates trust 

and someone they could depend on. 

James Kelley, Riverside Indian School girl’s head basket-

ball coach, said Sage is an excellent two-guard player. 

“She has multifaceted games, she’s got a shot, she can 

drive, she can pass and her position there’s really nothing she 

can’t do, she’s already got some colleges looking at her, she’s 

doing pretty good so far,” Kelley said. 

Overall, Kelley said Sage has really stabilized their scor-

ing guard position. 

“She can score the ball well and she can penetrate and cre-

ate her own shot, she can hit open three point shots, she adds 

really good athleticism because she pressures full court so she 

can do it all,” Kelley said.

Looking ahead to the coming season, Kelley said he ex-

pects Sage to continue to improve on the court.

“She already fits well, a lot of the girls she played with, 
they played together in summer so she’s already familiar with 

the girls so just really solidifying who she is as a player and 

establishing and really helping us get to the state tournament 

championship level,” Kelley said. 

Sage’s parents are Lucy Nibbs and Decari Hassle. Her 

grandparents are Theodore Nibbs and Wanda Little Coyote. 

Her grandmother is Elsie Sage. Sage’s siblings include Nel-

son Sage, Nolan Sage, Nikolai Sage and Amari Nibbs-Hassle. 

OBITUARIES OBITUARIES

Clifton ‘Butch’ Greany 

Jr. was born March 24, 1951 

to Hazel Stoneroad Greany 

and Clifton Greany Sr. He 

passed Nov. 8, 2022 in Du-

rango, Colo. He grew up in 

El Reno, Okla. at the Greany 

home place, being raised by 

his grandparents, John and 

Lula Greany and later by his 

aunt Maude Allrunner.

In 1970 Cliff joined the 

U.S. Marine Corps and was 

sent to Camp LeJeune. From 

there he was sent to Da 

Nang, Vietnam. Returning to 

the states he met and married 

Dana Gheerkin on Jan. 21, 

1976 in California. From this 

marriage two sons were born, 

Joseph and Phillip Bryan.

Cliff enjoyed fishing, 
hiking in the mountains, his 

dogs Sug and Pup, spending 

time with family and just 

being outdoors, especially 

Spring Creek.

He is preceded in death 

by his parents, his son Jo-

seph, long time companion 

Paulette Wad, brothers, Hen-

ry ‘Hanko’ Howell, Richard 

Greany and sister Stacy Fer-

guson.

He is survived by his son 

Phillip Bryan (Dominika), 

brother Randel Greany of 

Yukon, Okla., sisters, Sus 

Velasquez of Ignacio, Colo., 

Brenda Velasquez of Az-

tec, N.M., Ruth Maldonado, 

Clara Goodmiller, Carolyn 

Levi and Patricia White, all 

of El Reno, Okla. One aunt, 

Marie Whiteman, five grand-

children, numerous nieces, 

nephews, extended family 

and many, many wonderful, 

caring friends.

Many thanks to Dr. Ros-

signol at Mercy Hospice 

House and nurse, Kristina, 

for the wonderful care.

A celebration of life will 

be held in March 2023.

Clifton ‘Butch’ Greany Jr.

Vickey Lynn Lorentz was 

born Nov. 13, 1992 in Clin-

ton, Okla. She passed away 

Nov. 6, 2022 in Oklahoma 

City.  

Vickey lived most of her 

life in Geary, Okla., but had 

recently moved to Oklahoma 

City. During her high school 

years she was a cheerleader 

and played basketball and 

fast pitch softball at Hinton 

and Geary High Schools. She 

enjoyed drawing, arts and 

crafts.

She is survived by her 

daughter Tina Lynn Lorentz, 

brother Clifford Little Ra-

ven, and aunts, uncles, niec-

es, nephews and cousins.

Her parents, Al D. and 

Tina (Sealy) Lorentz, broth-

er Zachary Lynn Lorentz and 

son, Al D. Lorentz preceded 

her in death.

A traditional all-night 

wake service was held Nov. 

21 at the Concho Emergency 

Response Cewnter in Con-

cho, Okla. Funeral services 

were held Nov. 22, at the 

same venue, followed by 

an interment at the Concho 

Indian Cemetery under the 

direction of Huber Benson 

Funeral Home.

Vickey Lynn Lorentz

Daniel Creig Maifeld was 

born  March 14, 2009 in Elk 

City, Okla. He passed away 

on Nov. 15, 2022 at St. An-

thony’s Healthplex in El 

Reno, Okla.

Daniel was a seventh 

grade student at Ella Dale Ju-

nior High School in El Reno, 

Okla. He was a motorcyclist 

and enjoyed x-games, hunt-

ing, fishing, thrill seeker and 
paint ball. His favorite color 

was hulk green.

He is survived by his 

parents, Juanita and Cor-

nell Sankey, Frisco Guzman 

and Creig D. Maifield, and 
sisters, Kambry Maifield, 
Kallie Maifield, Brianna 
Guzman and Tyren Guzman.

His grandparents, Leon 

and Kim Tatyrek, Albert and 

Stella Romannose, and Har-

old and Felicia Briones, pre-

ceded him in death.

A traditional all-night 

wake service was held Nov. 

18 at the Concho Emergency 

Response Center in Concho, 

Okla. Funeral services were 

held Nov. 19 at the El Reno 

High School Auditorium, 

with Rev. Greg Leaf officiat-

ing, followed by an interment 

at the El Reno Cemetery un-

der the direction of Huber 

Benson Funeral Home.

Daniel Creig Maifield

Dena V. Starr Norwood 

passed away Nov. 3, 2022. 

She was born March 2, 1950 

in Kingfisher, Okla., to Roy 
S. Starr Sr. and Esther M. 

(Rednose) Starr.

Dena attended Kingfisher 
High School where she was 

a member of the Indian Club. 

She married Leslie Glendale 

Norwood. Her hobbies in-

cluded playing bingo, play-

ing cards and even fishing. 
She is survived by her daugh-

ter E. Lynn Starr of El Reno, 

Okla., son Joseph D. Starr of 

El Reno, eight grandchildren 

and 18 great grandchildren. 

She is preceded in death by 

her parents, husband Leslie 

G. Norwood, daughter Chris-

ta Y. Starr, five brothers and 
four sisters.

A traditional all-night 

wake service was held Nov. 

9 at the Concho Emergency 

Response Center in Concho, 

Okla. Funeral services were 

held Nov. 10, at the same 

venue, followed by an inter-

ment at the Kingfisher Cem-

etery under the direction of Sanders Funeral Service.

Dena V. Starr Norwood
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