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On Oct. 18 the Cheyenne 

and Arapaho Tribes Indian 

Health Center held a grand 

opening ceremony, officially 
marking a day of recognition 

for many to celebrate.

Gathering on a windy 

and cold morning, the grand 

opening ceremony along 

with a mural blessing was 

held at the long awaited and 

newly built Indian Health 

Center in El Reno, Okla.

Beginning the ceremony 

with traditional drum songs 

and the presentation of flags 
by the Cheyenne and Arap-

aho American Legion Post 

401, invocation was offered 

by Fred Mosqueda and Allen 

Sutton.

Taking to the podium 

for introductions was Kat-

eri Fletcher-Sahmaunt who 

welcomed all Indian Health 

Service (IHS) representa-

tives, tribal leaders, business 

partners, staff and commu-

nity members to the grand 

opening.

“Today marks an historic 

event and one that was a long 

time in the making, from the 

many individuals that were 

involved over the years to 

the countless hours that were 

spent creating and designing 

a clinic that was not only 

meant to meet the health care 

needs of our patients but also 

to be reflective of the rich 
and cultural traditions of 

the Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Tribes,” Sahmaunt said.

Sahmaunt said each step 

of the process was made 

with thoughtfulness and in-

tent as the colors of the walls 

were chosen because they 

are similar to the colors of 

the traditional medicines 

known to the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho people. The medi-

cal teams were named after 

animals that could be found 

in creation stories, the names 

of the door signs were trans-

lated to the language for el-

ders to recognize their Na-

tive tongue and for youth to 

be encouraged to learn their 

languages and the layout of 

the lobby was similar to the 

inside of a tipi, a place where 

Native people have felt com-

fort for many years. 

“So many details about 

this clinic that make it a 

place for our patients, who 

can find healing physically, 
mentally, socially and spiri-

tually,” Sahmaunt said.

Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Tribes Gov. Reggie Wassa-

na took to the podium next 

thanking the legislators as 

the key people who were in-

strumental in getting the new 

IHS center built.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Indian 
Health Center Celebrates Grand Opening

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Gov. Reggie Wassana (center), along with many IHS dignatries, tribal officials, tribal employes and health center staff, 
prepares to cut the red ribbon at the official grand opening of the El Reno Indian Health Center in El Reno, Okla. (Photos / Latoya Lonelodge)

Cheyenne Chief and artist Gordon Yellowman unveils his mural in the lobby of the new 

El Reno Indian Health Center.

The National Native American Veterans Me-

morial opened on Nov. 11, 2020, on the grounds 

of the National Museum of the American Indian 

in Washington, DC. This tribute to Native heroes 

recognizes for the first time on a national scale 
the enduring and distinguished service of Native 

Americans in every branch of the US military.

The Native Veterans Procession and Ded-

ication Ceremony will take place on Veterans 

Day, Nov. 11, 2022.

The Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of 

Oklahoma are hosting over 100 Veterans, El-

ders and their family members to participate 

in this year’s Native Veterans Procession and 

the memorial dedication ceremony in Wash-

ington, D.C.

Memorial Design

An elevated stainless-steel circle balanced 

on an intricately carved stone drum, the de-

sign of the National Native American Veter-

ans Memorial is simple and powerful, time-

less and inclusive. The design incorporates 

water for ceremonies, benches for gathering 

and reflection, and four lances where veter-
ans, family members, tribal leaders, and oth-

ers can tie cloths for prayers and healing. The 

memorial creates an interactive yet intimate 

space for gathering, remembrance, reflection, 
and healing. It welcomes and honors Native 

American veterans and their families, and 

educates the public about their extraordinary 

contributions.

National Native American Veterans 
Memorial Dedication Ceremony to be 
held Nov. 11 in Washington, D.C.
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After Native Americans became U.S. citi-

zens with the Indian Citizenship Act of 1924, 

the government allowed states to decide 

whether or not to guarantee them the vote.

While the right to vote is supposedly guar-

anteed to all U.S. citizens under the law, mi-

nority populations remain disproportionately 

affected by discriminatory policies on the 

state level that challenge their ability to make 

it to the polls. This includes Native Ameri-

cans.

Native Americans have a long history of 

fighting for their voting rights as U.S. cit-
izens. Even after the passage of the Indian 

Citizenship Act in 1924, Indigenous people 

in the U.S. were not guaranteed the right 

to vote. In fact, discriminatory laws imple-

mented by some state governments actively 

worked to suppress Native American voting 

rights for years. 

So, Native Americans were often forced to 

fight for the right to vote state-by-state. The 
last state to guarantee Native American vot-

ing rights was Utah in 1962. However, even 

as Indigenous people won these victories, 

they still struggled against many of the same 

discriminatory practices that African Amer-

icans faced, such as poll taxes and literacy 

tests.

In 1965, the historic Voting Rights Act 

outlawed many discriminatory practices that 

denied U.S. citizens the ability to vote based 

on their race. And thanks to subsequent leg-

islation in 1970, 1975, and 1982, their voting 

protections were further strengthened and 

empowered.

But with the Voting Rights Act continu-

ously weakened by Supreme Court rulings 

in the last few years, some voting protections 

may be diminished, and will likely affect mi-

nority voters — like Native Americans — the 

most.

Despite years of progress, certain laws at 

the local level still hinder accessibility for 

Native American voters, and their struggle to 

protect their rights as U.S. citizens continues 

to this day.

To understand the history of Native Amer-

ican voting rights in the U.S., it’s important 

to examine what was going on before they 

became citizens.

The first Pilgrims arrived on what we now 
know as Cape Cod in 1620. But the New 

World that these Pilgrims had reached wasn’t 

empty. It was a rich land inhabited by thriv-

ing and diverse tribes of Indigenous people. 

Before Christopher Columbus’ arrival 

to the Americas in 1492, it’s estimated that 

the area boasted up to 60 million Indigenous 

people. Just a little over a century later, that 

number had dropped to about 6 million.

The colonization of North America, fu-

eled by violence perpetrated by white set-

tlers, wiped out scores of Native people. The 

spread of European diseases also played a 

role. The Native Americans who survived 

the onslaught of settler violence persisted in 

maintaining what little they had left. 

But in the 18th century, a growing move-

ment among the settlers — who were living in 

colonies under the British Empire — sought 

to form their own independent nation. Iron-

ically, the settler struggle for independence 

went hand-in-hand with their marginalization 

of Native Americans.

After the U.S. gained its independence, 

the government continued its expansion 

across America. By the time that the U.S. 

Constitution was ratified in 1788, the Native 
American population had largely been dec-

imated.

When the United States was first founded, 
white men with property were the only ones 

allowed to vote. But by 1860, most white 

men — even those without property — were 

enfranchised. And following the abolition of 

slavery in 1865, Black men were granted the 

right to vote with the 15th Amendment five 
years later. Women’s suffrage was added to 

the Constitution in 1920. 

But throughout all of these historic mile-

stones, Native Americans remained left out 

as non-citizens — on purpose. Even though 

Black Americans won citizenship with the 

14th Amendment in 1868, the government 

specifically interpreted this law so that Indig-

enous people would be excluded.

“I am not yet prepared to pass a sweeping 

act of naturalization by which all the Indian 

savages, wild or tame, belonging to a tribal 

relation, are to become my fellow-citizens 

and go to the polls and vote with me,” ar-

guedMichigan Senator Jacob Howard. 

So, for a long time, Native Americans 

were left disenfranchised. Not only did this 

help the U.S. government as it seized more 

Native territory, but it also prevented Indig-

enous people from assembling any political 

power. In a sense, surviving tribes were made 

foreigners on their own land.

And since they weren’t considered U.S. 

citizens, Native Americans had basically no 

rights in the eyes of the U.S. 

government.

As Native Americans hung 

on to their disappearing lands 

and their endangered cultures, 

the U.S. government sought 

various ways to force the sur-

viving tribes away from their 

traditional way of life.

Under President Andrew 

Jackson, who passed the 

harmful Indian Removal Act 

of 1830, the Choctaw, Semi-

nole, Creek, Chickasaw, and 

Cherokee tribes east of the 

Mississippi River were force-

fully removed from their ter-

ritories and relocated to the 

“Indian colonization zone” in 

the West. 

Up to 100,000 Indigenous people were 

forced to make this move, with some “bound 

in chains and marched double file” as they 
made the journey on foot. This brutal remov-

al of Native Americans from their homelands 

became known as the Trail of Tears. Some 

15,000 people died along the way.

In 1887, the Dawes Act was passed, 

which provided for the dissolution of “Native 

American tribes as legal entities and the dis-

tribution of tribal lands.” 

Throughout the following decades, Native 

Americans were forced to assimilate into the 

country’s white society. This included the 

formation of “assimilation” schools, where 

young Native Americans were forbidden 

from practicing their cultural traditions and 

forced to learn white customs.

These schools were meant, as Carlisle 

Indian School founder Richard Henry Pratt 

put it, to “kill the Indian in him, and save the 

man.” It was a way to further strip Indigenous 

nations of their identities and their rights.

When Did Native Americans Get 
The Right To Vote?

Inside The Little-Known History Of Indigenous Voter Suppression

By Natasha Ishak | Checked By Jaclyn Anglis

Published Nov. 3, 2020 / Updated Nov. 24, 2021

Native Americans attempting to register to vote in New 

Mexico in 1948. (Bettman Archive/Getty Images)

California Native Vote Project canvassers in Anaheim, California. (California Native 

Vote Project)
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U.S. college football 

fans often revere the Rose 

Bowl as one of the most im-

portant sporting events.  

But stickball players 

from the Choctaw Nation of 

Oklahoma say their sport – 

stickball – is the real grand-

daddy of them all. 

Although it’s not yet 

covered on major networks, 

Jared Tom and Jose Gonza-

lez love the sport. There’s 

no glamour and glitz – just 

drums keeping the heart-

beat of the game and draw-

ing attention -- but stickball 

means more to them than 

just following their favorite 

team.  

“This game has always 

been with us,” said Tom, who plays stick-

ball and also coaches a women’s team. 

“It’s played by us, coached by us and 

taught by us, and it ties us back to our 

roots.” 

Many Native American Tribes have 

stickball as part of their heritage. The 

Choctaw Nation’s version involves each 

player holding two sticks as teams of up 

to 30 people try to strike a 4-inch square 

pole. As they move, they can be tackled 

by opponents.  

“It’s a full-contact sport,” Tom says. 

“The only safety gear is mouth pieces and 

knee braces.”  

Now played recreationally, the game 

developed as a way to substitute for vio-

lence. The name derives from the phrase 

“little brother war,” said Gonzalez. 

“It was used in the distant past to settle 

disputes over land and hunting grounds,”  

Gonzalez said. “Now it’s about bragging 

rights and keeping our culture alive.” 

“If you don’t have culture, you don’t 

have identity,” he said. “We play in honor 

of our ancestors.”  

Tom said one of the biggest challenges 

players and coaches face is finding new 
players.  

“We need to recruit to keep the tradi-

tion going,” he said. “This game we play 

is always with us. It’s a part of who we are 

as Choctaw people.”

Bringing Attention to 
the Game of Stickball
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(CONCHO, OK) As the Cheyenne 

and Arapaho Tribes Reintegration 

Program gets underway to begin pro-

viding services to released inmates 

in 2023, other opportunities await to 

provide fiber optic training for the 
community. 

The Reintegration Program was 

formed under the grant “Healing to 

Re-Entry” to the Cheyenne and Arap-

aho Tribes Judicial Branch in Novem-

ber 2021. 

Charlotte Wetselline, court ad-

ministrator for the Judicial Branch, 

said the first year and a half of the 
reintegration and reentry program is 

supposed to be laying the foundation 

with developing policies and proce-

dures, intake forms, assessments and 

trying to build up the program.

Currently, the program is not yet 

taking any clients, however, based on 

their timeline they will begin taking 

clients the summer of 2023.

“There is a huge need within our 

tribe for this program and so we’re 

trying to push to possibly start taking 

on new clients the beginning of Janu-

ary 2023,” Wetselline said.

The reintegration program is in 

place for offenders coming out of the 

prison system and the county jail sys-

tem if they have been in county for 

six months or longer.

“Anyone whose being released 

time served or even on probation can 

be a part of the reintegration program. 

What it’s designed to do is basically 

help offenders to reintegrate into so-

ciety,” Wetselline said.

As someone coming out of the 

prison system might not have others 

to rely on or have a support system, 

the reintegration program is designed 

to help clients, whether it’s helping 

them gain access to reinstatement 

of driver’s licenses or even creating 

a chart at Indian Health Services if 

that’s not something they have al-

ready. 

“It’s basically helping them to 

build different tools to navigate the 

employment world,” Wetselline said.

And with helping to navigate 

through employment, Wetselline said 

the program is moving into a phase 

where they are working to implement 

a fiber optic program in collaboration 

with Oklahoma State University In-

stitute of Technology (OSU-IT).

“The fiber optics program is going 
to be with Oklahoma State Univer-

sity (OSU) right now, the Cherokee 

and Muscogee Creek Nation offer 

certified optics program with collab-

oration with OSU for reentry services 

and also their tribal members,” Wet-

selline said.

In looking to do the same, the fi-

ber optics program will allow clients 

to go into a work field that is open to 
anyone that has a criminal history.

“It’s offender friendly and so it 

would be a huge opportunity for re-

entry clients to go into this training, 

they’ll gain employment probably 

before they even finish the training 
because the last three to four weeks is 

paid internship with different compa-

nies,” Wetselline said.

The training will not only be of-

fered for the reintegration program, 

but it will also be offered to all Chey-

enne and Arapaho tribal citizens and 

citizens of other tribes who reside 

within the tribe’s jurisdiction. 

For six years, a Native woman from the 

White Earth Band fought for custody of her 

granddaughter. In November, her struggle 

will be heard by the U.S. Supreme Court. 

The case, Brackeen v. Haaland, threatens the 

federal law protecting the bond between Na-

tive American children and their families and 

tribes.

Three white couples who sought to adopt 

Indigenous children will have their legal cas-

es heard by the U.S. Supreme Court Nov. 9, 

2022. Each of the foster families says the 

1978 Indian Child Welfare Act discriminated 

against them because of their race.

The law, known as ICWA, ensures that 

tribes have a right to intervene when their 

members are involved in child welfare cases. 

And it requires that local governments make 

extra efforts to protect connections with In-

digenous culture and kin. The outcome of the 

case challenging ICWA, Brackeen v. Haa-

land, has far-reaching implications: not only 

for the battle against family separation in In-

dian Country, but potentially for the founda-

tional rights of tribes in relation to the U.S. 

government.  

Two of the couples, Jennifer Kay and 

Chad Everet Brackeen of Texas, and Heather 

Lynn and Frank Nicholas Libretti of Neva-

da, gained full custody of the Native children 

they wanted to adopt.

One of the three sets of plaintiffs in the 

Brackeen v. Haaland case did not. 

Like the other two couples, Danielle and 

Jason Clifford of Minnesota ran into laws 

enacted to address centuries of destructive 

government policies. Native children have 

historically been forced to attend abusive 

boarding schools and systematically placed 

for adoption into non-Native homes.

But the Cliffords also encountered Robyn 

Bradshaw. A member of the White Earth 

Band of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, 

Bradshaw refused to give up her granddaugh-

ter, named in court documents as P.S.

“She was the only person who was there 

for P.S. every single step of the way,” said 

Conor Tucker, Bradshaw’s attorney of record 

at the Supreme Court. “The judges changed. 

The lawyers changed. Sometimes people 

weren’t there. But Robyn was always, always 

there.”

After four years in foster care and six 

years of court hearings, P.S. is now back 

home with her White Earth community and 

her grandmother. The 11-year-old is a fan of 

bike riding and has learned to swim. In ad-

dition to sharing movie nights, cartoons, and 

coloring, Bradshaw has sought regalia so her 

granddaughter can attend powwows. She’s 

also introducing P.S. to the Ojibwe language.

In granting the adoption in 2020, a Hen-

nepin County trial court acknowledged the 

nearly two years P.S. had spent with the Clif-

fords as a positive foster care experience. 

But after a long legal battle, the Minneapolis 

couple did not meet the court’s approval to 

become her adoptive parents.

“The Cliffords can provide love, attach-

ment, an active two-family household and 

extended family, and ample financial resourc-

es,” the court had ruled the year prior. But her 

grandmother can nurture her “connection to 

her tribe, to her Ojibwe culture, to her sister, 

and to both sides of her family in a way that 

the Cliffords cannot.” 

The adoption of P.S. through the Minne-

sota juvenile court is final and not in dispute. 
But the role ICWA played in hindering the 

Cliffords’ adoption efforts stands at the cen-

ter of the larger argument now before the na-

tion’s highest court.

The players in Brackeen v. Haaland
The Supreme Court is set to hear oral ar-

guments in the Brackeen v. Haaland case on 

Nov. 9. Secretary of the Interior Deb Haa-

land, a Laguna Pueblo member from New 

Mexico and the nation’s first Indigenous 
cabinet member, is a named defendant in the 

case because she represents the federal agen-

cy representing the tribes.

The case was brought by the state of Tex-

as, Louisiana, and Indiana, along with seven 

individual plaintiffs. They include three sets 

of foster parents and one biological mother: 

• the Cliffords, from Minnesota

• the Brackeens, who adopted a Na-

vajo and Cherokee child in 2018 and are 

seeking to adopt the boy’s half-sister

• the Librettis, who adopted an Indig-

enous girl in 2018 

• Altagracia Socorro Hernandez, the 

biological mother of the child the Librettis 

adopted 

In completing their adoption, the Librettis 

overcame initial objections by the Ysleta del 

Sur Pueblo tribe in Texas. But according to 

court records, the biological father and Her-

nandez, the child’s mother, were fully sup-

portive. Hernandez, who is non-Native, has 

stated ICWA was “interfering with her wish-

es to have the Librettis adopt her baby.” 

All three couples say prioritizing Native 

homes for Indigenous foster children, and 

providing additional support to the children’s 

parents, denies them equal protection. They 

also say states should not be forced to follow 

federal law, and that ICWA exceeds the au-

thority of Congress. 

A total of 497 Indian tribes and 62 Amer-

ican Indian organizations, 87 members of 

Congress, 23 states and Washington, D.C., 

have filed briefs in opposition to the Brack-

een plaintiffs. They detail a dire need to 

maintain the Indian Child Welfare Act, and 

to protect the integrity of Indigenous families 

and communities. Defenders of ICWA main-

tain that the federal law is not based on race, 

but on the rights of tribes as sovereign na-

tions who have treaty relationships with the 

U.S. government. 

Bradshaw chose to speak through her at-

torneys and their amicus brief in the case. 

They say she did not intend to be a party to 

this case and simply wants to live peacefully 

with P.S. out of the limelight.

Yet her amicus brief now before the Su-

preme Court is described by the respected 

Turtle Talk Indigenous legal affairs blog as 

“unique,” among the dozens that have been 

filed in the case to date: “The Cliffords’ nar-
rative of facts was allowed to go unchecked 

throughout the life of the case until now.” 

How a Chippewa Grandmother’s 
Adoption Fight Ended Up in the 
U.S. Supreme Court

By Nancy Spears, Co-Published in Parternship with The Imprint

On Nov. 9, 2022 the U.S. Supreme Court will hear the Brackeen v. Haaland case, which 
threatens the federal law protecting the bond between Native American children and their 

families and tribes.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes
Reintegration Program to Provide
Fiber Optic Training in Near Future

The fiber optic training will be available to both reentry participants 
being released from incarceration, but also for non-reentry participants 
through the DREAMS Program.

(FAIRWAY, KS) The 

Kansas Historical Society 

plans to search the grounds 

of a former Native American 

boarding school to determine 

if any children were buried 

there

The grounds of a former 

Native American boarding 

school in Kansas will be 

searched to determine if any 

Indigenous children were 

buried there, state officials 
said.

The Kansas Historical So-

ciety, which owns the site in 

Fairway, is contracting with 

the University of Kansas 

Center for Research to con-

duct a ground-penetrating 

radar survey of the 12 acres 

(nearly five hectares) to 
search for unmarked graves, 

The Kansas City Star report-

ed.

The current Shawnee 

Indian Mission historical 

site was one of hundreds of 

schools run by the govern-

ment and religious groups in 

the 1800s and 1900s. Thou-

sands of Native American 

children were forcibly taken 

from their homes and placed 

in such schools, with a goal 

Kansas to search 

grounds of former
Native American school

Shawnee Indian Mission school in the 1800s in Fairway, 
Kansas

Associated Press
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“The tribe needed the monies to 

build this so we could get it staffed 

through IHS and offer these services. 

I don’t believe everybody understood 

when I was running for office I said 
the key thing to success was to work 

and get along with the legislators be-

cause years passed we didn’t and when 

they appropriated this money to get the 

building built, I think that was substan-

tial in this building coming to fruition,” 

Wassana said.

With the grand opening of the El 

Reno Indian Health Center, Wassana 

said the work is not done as they are 

always looking out for the health care 

needs of tribal citizens. 

“We are going to have an addition as 

well that we had planned whenever we 

built this, this is only going to expand, 

it helps take all the pressure off the 

Clinton Service Unit whenever every-

body was driving from around this area 

back towards Clinton,” Wassana said.

Wassana said what makes the El 

Reno location unique is how the tribes 

built it and IHS staffed it compared to 

previous years of lobbying for IHS in 

congress for new facilities.

“Those were 10 to 20 year projects 

out so when we were able to get money 

secured and the legislators appropriat-

ed, it made this a lot faster and a lot bet-

ter so people locally and those people 

that’s within driving distance can be 

here, I just want to say that I appreciate 

everybody’s support and everybody’s 

dedication, the commitment, the com-

passion to actually get this facility 

underway and these services offered,” 

Wassana said.

Rear Adm. Chris Buchanan, dep-

uty director of field operations at IHS 
Headquarters, said the IHS strategic 

plan is to ensure a comprehensive, cul-

turally appropriate personnel of public 

health services are available and acces-

sible to American Indians and Alaska 

natives.

“Increasing access to quality health 

care services is critical to improving 

the health of native people, reducing 

the risk factors that contribute to the 

leading causes of death, the health care 

facility is aligned with this goal as it 

will provide high quality medical ser-

vices for routine, preventative care to 

care for more complicated and chronic 

conditions,” Buchanan said.

As Rear Adm. Travis Watts, area 

director from Oklahoma City Area Of-

fice, reminisced on the past, he thanked 
the community and patients for staying 

with the health center since 2013 when 

a tornado had taken out their old facil-

ity. 

“Whoever thought from that day 

that that would lead to today, that’s re-

ally what would’ve happened, if that 

tornado wouldn’t have hit us that day 

we probably would still be over there 

in an undermanned, understaffed and 

inappropriate clinic, we got through 

that challenge,” Watts said.

Watts said the IHS has a vision.

“The vision is for us to have qual-

ity health systems that lead to healthy 

communities, we do that through part-

nerships and culturally responsive 

practices, that’s the vision and today 

I see that vision really coming to life 

here because it’s that partnership that 

got us this clinic and is going to pro-

vide the care and the next step now in 

that vision is for this to be what we call 

a patient center medical home,” Watts 

said.

Following the ceremony held out-

side of the new facility, the public was 

invited inside to unveil the mural that 

was created by Cheyenne Chief and 

Artist Gordon Yellowman. The mural, 

which took Yellowman 72 hours to 

paint, is showcased on the wall of the 

lobby are and can be seen as patients 

enter the building. 

“This was a project that was asked 

in a good way, they saw one of my pre-

vious murals at the George Hawkins 

Memorial Treatment Center and they 

were impressed with that mural, so 

they wanted that kind of design con-

cept to come here,” Yellowman said.

Yellowman said it gave him the op-

portunity to not only express his art but 

also bring culture into the mural.

On the mural were paintings of ani-

mals that represented each of the med-

ical teams at the El Reno Indian Health 

Center.

“All the animals are the units of 

these doctors, like the otter is Dr. Ren-

shaw and the eagle is another doctor, 

the bear is another doctor unit, so all 

these animals I incorporated into the 

mural design to represent them because 

we’re coming here for help,” Yellow-

man said.

Also incorporated on the mural is 

the IHS logo along with the Cheyenne 

and Arapaho Tribes Dept. of Health 

logo. 

“The IHS logo is incorporated in 

there because that’s this facility, but 

the concept itself is the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Tribes and then the Depart-

ment of Health logo on each corner 

and that’s the Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Tribes Department of Health logo,” 

Yellowman said. 

Yellowman said the medicine wheel 

on the mural represents the way of life. 

“It brings us everything spiritually, 

protects us physically and emotional-

ly and mentally and that’s what we’re 

coming here for, sometimes we’re feel-

ing down, we’re feeling sick we feel no 

energy and you see this, it’s going to 

bring that energy back and make you 

feel better, like receiving a blessing 

from it,” Yellowman said.

HEALTH CENTER
continued from pg. 1

NNAVM
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Memorial Designer

A distinguished group 

of Native and non-Native 

jurors unanimously select-

ed the design concept War-

riors’ Circle of Honor by 

Harvey Pratt, an erolled 

citizen of the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Tribes of Oklaho-

ma, from among more than 

120 submissions. Pratt is 

a self-taught artist whose 

works include themes of 

Native American history 

and tradition and the Chey-

enne people. Born in El 

Reno, Okla., Pratt credits 

his parents and teachers for 

encouraging his artistic pur-

suits and respect for veter-

ans. A veteran himself, Pratt 

served in Vietnam from 

1962 to 1965 as a US Ma-

rine in Air Rescue and Secu-

rity stationed at Da Nang Air 

Base. He is recognized by 

the Cheyenne People as an 

outstanding Southern Chey-

enne, and was inducted as a 

traditional Peace Chief, the 

Cheyenne Nation’s highest 

honor.

Harvey Pratt, U.S. Marine Corp Veteran, Cheyenne 
Peace Chief and renowned artist is the designer of the War-

rior’s Circle of Honor, Native American Veterans Memori-

al. (Courtesy photo)

of assimilating them into 

white American culture and 

Christianity.

The U.S. Interior Depart-

ment announced last year 

that it was investigating the 

nation’s treatment of Native 

American children at the 

boarding schools. A federal 

report released in May iden-

tified more than 500 student 
deaths at the institutions, but 

officials said that figure was 
expected to grow into the 

thousands as research con-

tinues.

Leaders of the Shawnee 

Tribe and other tribes had re-

quested a search of the Fair-

way site. But tribal officials 
said in a statement that they 

were not consulted about the 

Historical Society’s project 

proposal before it was an-

nounced.

“We have requested for-

mal consultation to address 

serious concerns about the 

motives of this project, po-

tential deficiencies in the 
process that may render in-

complete findings, and what 
plans may be for utilizing 

any results from the project,” 

the tribe said.

Patrick Zollner, execu-

tive director of the historical 

society, responded that the 

Shawnee Tribe was the “first 
to know” about the project 

proposal. He said the society 

also contacted other tribes, 

including the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho tribes, Kaw Nation, 

Osage Nation and others.

Shawnee Tribe leaders 

said they are concerned in 

part because it is unclear 

whether any children were 

buried on the mission’s cur-

rent site, which is much 

smaller than the original 

property of nearly 2,000 

acres (809 hectares). They 

also are concerned that the 

project is moving too quick-

ly before the tribe’s concerns 

can be addressed, spokes-

woman Maggie Boyett said.

Zollner and Erinn Bar-

comb-Peterson, a spokes-

woman with the University 

of Kansas, emphasized that 

consultation with the tribes 

is ongoing and that work will 

not proceed until that process 

is completed.

A proposed contract for 

the ground study states that 

the historical society and the 

university will coordinate 

with tribes and other entities 

requesting consultation on 

the project. Under the con-

tract, field work could be 
completed next April, with 

a report submitted next sum-

mer.

The Shawnee Indian 

Methodist Manual Labor 

School was started at its pres-

ent site in 1939 by Thomas 

Johnson, a Methodist minis-

ter for whom Johnson Coun-

ty was later named. At one 

point, it had 16 buildings and 

nearly 200 students a year 

who ranged in age from 5 to 

23.

BOARDING SCHOOL
continued from pg. 3

People who grow up 

in a strong family that’s 

grounded in tradition are 

doubly fortunate, and Sol-

omon Vargas Jr. knows 

how lucky he is.

“I am blessed to come 

from a big family who 

take part in our traditional 

ways,” he said.

Vargas, Cheyenne/

Arapaho/Lakota Sioux, is 

a freshman at the Univer-

sity  of Central Oklahoma 

studying computer science.

Vargas grew up in Can-

ton, Okla., a small com-

munity, population 464, in 

northwestern Oklahoma, 

where his family owns 

three houses next to each 

other on their tribal land.

“My late great-grand-

mother Ida Lena Nibbs 

Williams and the late Ken-

neth Williams raised 13 

kids and held many cer-

emonial sweats and pey-

ote meetings at our fam-

ily homeplace for many 

years,” Vargas said. His 

family continues these tra-

ditions to this day.

His mother, Karen Ni-

cole Four Horns, worked 

hard to raise him and his 

younger siblings as a single 

parent. She and her moth-

er also named Karen Four 

Horns, made sure that the 

kids grew up in a peaceful 

environment and did well 

in school.

“My other worked as 

a cashier while attending 

high school herself, and 

she still graduated with 

honors,” Vargas said. “She 

has inspired me to do my 

best, which I’m honored to 

say led me to graduate at 

the top of my high school 

class.”

Last Spring Vargas was 

Canton High School’s 

valedictorian, and this fall 

he is entering his fresh-

man year at the Universi-

ty of Central Oklahoma, 

where he plans to major 

in computer science. But 

to get to this point, Vargas 

had to overcome a succes-

sion of pandemic-related 

challenges. There was the 

disruption to his educa-

tion that came with the 

lockdown, then his family 

struggled to overcome the 

sickness. For Vargas, it was 

difficult to stay motivated. 
When school opened back 

up, he found it hard to get 

back into the routine of 

waking up early and get-

ting his schoolwork done.

But along the way he 

had the support and en-

couragement of his family 

and teachers, especially 

Ms. Barney and Mr. Hamp-

ton, who helped him stay 

on track, get into college 

and apply for scholarships.

“Making smart deci-

sions to always stay on top 

of my homework and not 

procrastinate has helped 

me be more proactive 

in graduating from high 

school and enrolling in col-

lege,” Vargas said.

Favorite subjects also 

kept him motivated. He en-

rolled in computer science 

classes whenever he could 

because he enjoys the chal-

lenges and endless possi-

bilities of programming, 

notably how computer sci-

ence can be applied in the 

business world.

“Computers will always 

be upgrading and expand-

ing,” he said.

In high school Vargas 

used the skills he picked up 

from the computer classes 

to edit videos for 

the school website 

and take pictures 

for the school year-

book, was active 

in the art club and 

participated in 

esports, with his 

team placing ninth 

in the state Rock-

et League tour-

naments. He also 

helped fundraise 

for the Johnson 

O’Malley Program, 

which supports ed-

ucation for Indige-

nous students.

Vargas said be-

ing involved in ex-

tracurriculars has 

done more than 

help him develop a 

range of skills and 

interests, through them he 

has become more self-dis-

ciplined and insightful, 

qualities that he hopes will 

serve him well as he navi-

gates his college studies.

Solomon Vargas Jr. featured in Winds of 
Change magazine for the American Indian 
Science and Engineering Society

By DJ Pollard, Winds of Change Magazine

Solomon Vargas Jr. was Valedictorian of his 2022 Can-

ton High School 
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In 1924, President Calvin 

Coolidge signed the Indian 

Citizenship Act, which grant-

ed Native Americans born in 

the United States the right to 

U.S. citizenship. But many 

saw this as a way to further 

assimilate Native Americans 

into white society and break 

up Indigenous nations. 

Furthermore, this act did 

not guarantee Native Amer-

ican voting rights — as the 

government allowed the 

states to decide whether to 

grant Indigenous people the 

vote or not. Since authorities 

in several states did not want 

Indigenous people voting, 

many Native Americans re-

mained disenfranchiseddue 

to discriminative policies en-

acted by state governments.

In blatant violation of the 

Indian Citizenship Act, Col-

orado denied voting rights to 

Native Americans in 1937 by 

claiming that they weren’t re-

ally citizens. In Utah, Native 

Americans who lived on res-

ervations weren’t technically 

considered “state residents” 

until 1956. And in Minneso-

ta, voters were required to be 

“civilized” before they could 

go to the polls.

As Native Americans 

fought for their voting rights 

for much of the 20th century, 

they slowly racked up victo-

ries — but they still weren’t 

able to vote in every state 

until 1962. And it wasn’t 

until the Voting Rights Act 

of 1965 that any laws that 

“deny or abridge the right 

of any citizen of the United 

States to vote on account of 

race or color” were finally 
outlawed for good. 

But even then, the piece of 

legislation appeared to most-

ly address the discrimination 

against African American 

voters. So some questioned 

whether it even applied to 

Native Americans. It took 

about 10 years before a civil 

rights commission report re-

vealed cases of Native Amer-

icans being denied the right 

to vote. Finally, no one could 

deny this was a problem.

The long history of sys-

temic discrimination against 

Native Americans has had 

lasting ramifications to this 
day. Studies show that Na-

tive Americans and Alaskan 

Natives still have the lowest 

voter turnout in the U.S., 

which partially stems from 

their low voter registration 

rates.

This lack of civic partic-

ipation among Native Amer-

icans is fueled by numerous 

barriers that still exist for In-

digenous people, such as ID 

and address requirements for 

voter registration, voting roll 

purges, and even a lack of 

resources to reach their des-

ignated polling sites. 

In June 2020, a report 

published by the Native 

American Rights Fund re-

vealed the scope of ongoing 

voter suppression for Native 

American voters through 

witness testimony from more 

than 120 members of differ-

ent tribes.

“That history had a chill-

ing effect on electoral and 

civic participation,” said 

James Ramos, a member of 

the Serrano/Cahuilla tribe 

and the first Native Ameri-
can elected to the California 

State Assembly. 

“That right to vote gives 

each person a say in how 

they will be governed, who 

will guide school districts 

and counties, a say in pass-

ing measures for parks, hos-

pitals, roads, water lines, 

roads, libraries, and more. 

Voting also impacts how we 

and our families live.”

VOTING RIGHTS
continued from pg. 2

(GEARY, OK) On Oct. 

22 the town of Geary pre-

sented, for the first time ever, 
the Native 66 Festival held 

downtown on Main Street in 

Geary, Okla.

With booths, food trucks, 

bounce houses and activities 

set up along Main Street, 

there was much to celebrate 

and rejoice in in a town filled 
with rich tribal history and 

culture.

The present town of Geary 

was previously part of the 

Cheyenne and Arapaho reser-

vation until it was opened in 

April 1892 for settlement by 

non-Indians. Edmund Guerri-

ere, of French and Cheyenne 

ancestry, was a former Army 

scout and interpreter and had 

acquired land allotment about 

three miles northeast of the 

town. The town, according 

to the Encyclopedia of Okla-

homa History and Culture 

was spelled “Geary” because 

settlers had trouble spelling 

and pronouncing the origi-

nal name. Established as a 

“first-class city” in Oklahoma 
Territory in 1902, Geary has 

become known as a small 

farming community with a 

rich and diverse history. 

Located within the Chey-

enne and Arapaho Tribes’ 

jurisdiction, with a very ac-

tive Native community, the 

town of Geary is home to the 

final resting place of Arap-

aho Chief Left Hand and 

famed scout and developer 

of the Chisholm Trail, Jesse 

Chisholm. Both are buried 

at Left Hand Springs, locat-

ed just a few miles north of 

Geary city limits. Geary is 

also on the original tract of 

Route 66.

In coordinating for the 

event, Cheyenne and Arap-

aho Tribes’ Language and 

Culture Program’s Arapaho 

coordinator, Fred Mosque-

da has been working with 

the city of Geary to promote 

education about the tribes to 

the community. To kick-off the event, 

Mosqueda arranged for Native danc-

ers to perform in their full regalia and 

showcase various dancing styles.

“I wanted to try to provide a little bit 

of a show, we could tell a little histo-

ry of our people there at the Native 66. 

I’m not a native of Geary, but my wife 

is so she moved there and, also, I didn’t 

know the original path of 66 actually 

went through Geary, which is pretty 

good,” Mosqueda said.

Mosqueda said the history of the 

Arapaho people and the Cheyenne peo-

ple around Geary is very rich with his-

tory.

“The tribes themselves are situated 

all over in northwest Oklahoma and 

within the region of our old reserva-

tion before allotment, but the Chiefs 

basically took their bands and several 

along the rivers to get their allotments 

and some of the Chiefs in Canton and 

Seiling area, then they came on down 

the north Canadian river and then 

some Chiefs settled in the Geary area,” 

Mosqueda said.

Mosqueda said there’s a lot of Chiefs 

that have lived in the area that have giv-

en a lot of history.

“That’s what we like to do is pro-

vide the town with education because a 

lot of them don’t know what the tribes 

are about and also to tell them what the 

tribes are all about today. We’re like a 

partner to Geary, we want to help them 

with economic development,” Mosque-

da said.

Along with telling histories during 

the performance, the public was invit-

ed to partake in the different styles of 

dances, including the round dance, two-

step, snake dance, buffalo dance and 

social dances. 

Following the event’s perfor-

mance of traditional Native dances, 

the day’s agenda continued with an 

antique and classic tractor show, 

local vendors, food trucks and mu-

sicians. 

In bringing the event to fruition 

for the first time, Amy Wood, with 
the City of Geary, said Canadian 

Rivers Historical Society was look-

ing for ways to bring more tourism 

traffic to Geary.
“We are home to the only muse-

um in Blaine County and we have 

such a deep and rich history, span-

ning from before Oklahoma Terri-

tory to Route 66 to now, our time 

on the original alignment of Route 

66 was brief, but it helped estab-

lish present day Geary. We are also 

home to members of several differ-

ent tribes and feel the Native culture 

and heritage of our community has 

not been celebrated as it deserves to 

be,” Wood said.

Wood said the overall goal of the 

Native 66 Festival is to bring people 

together and celebrate. Any money 

raised for the Canadian Rivers His-

torical Museum was the icing on the 

cake.

“We have hopes of expanding 

and doing some renovating so that we 

may add Route 66 Exhibits and then 

partner with the Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Tribes Culture and Language Depart-

ment to showcase the Native American 

history and influence here in our area,” 
Wood said.

For a long time, many things have 

been celebrated in Geary, Wood said.

“But most people do not know that 

Geary was named after a Native Amer-

ican, that we are home to more than 

one tribal Chief and that there are so 

many members of several tribes as well 

The Native American culture and her-

itage is something that has sadly been 

overlooked,” Wood said. “Geary is my 

home, and I can’t imagine living any-

where else, watching others enjoying 

our home is something that I am very 

excited about. I want to thank Fred 

Mosqueda and Chester Whiteman, with 

the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Lan-

guage and Culture program, for all of 

their help and I’m very excited for us 

to keep working together to make this a 

yearly event,” Wood said.

Native 66 Festival, a 
first for the city of 
Geary, Oklahoma

Latoya Lonelodge, Staff Reporter

Cheyenne and Arapaho tribal citizens Paula Whitebuffalo and Toni Cartwright per-

formed the traditional cloth dance for the Native 66 Festival. (Photos / Latoya Lonelodge)

Dwight Whitebuffalo, citizen of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, leads community 

members Mazie Mooney and Kaygan Mooney in the buffalo dance.

Danny Reyes performs at the Native 66 

Festival in his traditional regalia.
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A child born with her 

grandmother close

Each of the three plain-

tiffs in the Brackeen case has 

a unique set of circumstanc-

es. But none can be divorced 

from history and the high 

stakes of the case. 

ICWA became law at a 

time when one in four In-

digenous children were sep-

arated from their families. 

In contemporary Minnesota, 

Native children are more 

than 16 times more likely to 

enter foster care than white 

children. 

According to the U.S. 

Department of Health and 

Human Services’ Children’s 

Bureau: “ICWA was enact-

ed after Native American 

children were systematically 

removed — often without 

evidence of abuse or neglect 

that would be considered 

grounds for removal — and 

placed with non-Native fam-

ilies, with the intent to de-

prive them of their Native 

family or culture.” 

Bradshaw’s granddaugh-

ter was among them. 

“P.S. was born on a warm, 

clear, and breezy day in July 

2011,” a brief filed to the Su-

preme Court reads. 

“Ms. Bradshaw had bond-

ed with P.S. in the womb and 

saw P.S.’s face for the first 
time moments after her birth 

— in the delivery room.”

P.S. and her mother lived 

with Bradshaw after the 

birth. And “for the next three 

years, P.S. was raised in a lov-

ing and stable home with Ms. 

Bradshaw and P.S.’s mother 

as active, full-time caregiv-

ers,” records show. “Ms. 

Bradshaw fed P.S., bathed 

her, dressed her, changed 

her diapers, played with her, 

sang to her, comforted her, 

cared for her, tucked her into 

bed, and woke up the next 

morning to do it all again.” 

But in 2014, Bradshaw’s 

daughter “fell into drug ad-

diction and became unable to 

care for P.S. or to contribute 

to the household finances,” 
according to court filings. 
Bradshaw, taking on full re-

sponsibility for her grand-

daughter while her daughter 

fought to recover, had limit-

ed income and lost her home 

to eviction. 

Bradshaw and P.S. stayed 

with friends for a time. But 

she eventually left P.S. in 

the care of her father for two 

days, while finalizing per-
manent housing. He agreed, 

but then disappeared with 

the child, court records show. 

Bradshaw panicked. She 

called the police, who filed 
a CPS report with Hennepin 

County.

On Aug. 7, Bradshaw 

learned her daughter and her 

granddaughter’s father had 

been arrested on drug-relat-

ed charges with P.S. present, 

and the girl had been placed 

in emergency foster care.

“Ms. Bradshaw immedi-

ately called Hennepin Coun-

ty and asked when she could 

pick up P.S.,” court docu-

ments state. “The County 

told her she could not do so 

and gave her no further in-

formation.” 

Bradshaw had been taken 

from her home as a child and 

forced to attend a residential 

boarding school. So she was 

steadfast in her determina-

tion to reunite with P.S., re-

cords show. She “resolved 

that she would never aban-

don her granddaughter.”

A Minnesota trial court 

would later rule that Brad-

shaw “deeply loved” her 

granddaughter and the two 

shared “a strong bond and a 

secure attachment.” 

She showed up

Bradshaw attended ev-

ery court hearing while her 

granddaughter lived in foster 

care — the only person to do 

so in the six-year life of the 

case through the Minnesota 

courts. Throughout, she told 

social workers she was the 

child’s lifelong caregiver and 

that she would provide any 

information needed. Brad-

shaw asked, repeatedly, for 

P.S. to be returned home.

“She continually showed 

up at those hearings, even 

without an attorney,” said 

Shannon Smith, the exec-

utive director of the Min-

neapolis-based ICWA Law 

Center, who co-authored a 

brief to the Supreme Court 

case in support of Bradshaw. 

“There wasn’t an easy mech-

anism early on to give her 

a court-appointed attorney, 

but she showed up, and she 

showed up, and she just kept 

on making sure that every-

one involved knew that she 

was grandma — and that she 

would always be grandma — 

and she was there for P.S.”

For two years, P.S. moved 

through seven different fos-

ter care placements. During 

this time, Hennepin County 

social workers rejected Brad-

shaw as a viable caregiver. At 

the same time, P.S.’s parents 

struggled, also unsuccessful-

ly, to prove they could care 

for her.

The reason for Brad-

shaw’s disqualification? A 
15-year-old felony convic-

tion for receipt of stolen 

property. No one informed 

Bradshaw that she could 

have had the record cleared, 

court filings show.
Ultimately, Bradshaw did 

clear her record. But not be-

fore the “error led to consid-

erable and unnecessary trau-

ma,” according to records 

filed to the Minnesota trial 
courts. 

“The Minnesota court 

found she was traumatized 

by the county’s mistake,” 

attorney Tucker said of P.S. 

“She was forced into this 

system that she should have 

never been in because she 

had a family placement at the 

very beginning.”

Initially denied tribal en-

rollment, placed with a white 

foster family

In 2015, the White Earth 

tribe had indicated to Henne-

pin County that P.S. was not 

eligible for enrollment — a 

requirement under ICWA. 

The following year, both of 

P.S.’s parents lost their pa-

rental rights, and P.S. was 

placed with the Cliffords. 

During that time, Henne-

pin County received a letter 

from the tribe’s new ICWA 

director reversing that deter-

mination: P.S. was eligible to 

be a member of her tribe and 

thus receive the protections 

offered to tribal communi-

ties. As a result, in 2017, 

Hennepin County began sig-

naling its intention to move 

P.S. to her grandmother’s 

home. 

Under ICWA and the 

Minnesota Indian Family 

Preservation Act — which 

expands upon and strength-

ens the federal law — Brad-

shaw was entitled to “first 
placement preference.” The 

White Earth tribe became a 

party to the case and fought 

for P.S. to remain with her 

Indigenous kin.

All parties agreed the 

Cliffords had been kind and 

loving foster parents to P.S. 

and wanted to adopt her. But 

they disagreed about what 

was ultimately best for the 

child.

Twenty minutes to say 

goodbye

The legal teams seeking 

to overturn ICWA work for 

high-powered law firms that 
have fought tribes over casi-

nos, land, and water and oil 

rights. In this case, they’ve 

taken aim at federal laws 

protecting tribal rights to 

their children. 

By contrast, Mark Fiddler 

and Rachel Osband — the 

attorneys who represented 

the Cliffords in their Min-

nesota custody case — run a 

family law practice. Fiddler 

now represents the plaintiffs 

in Brackeen v. Haaland and 

is a member of the Turtle 

Mountain Band of Chippewa 

Indians. 

Fiddler has a noteworthy 

past: He was the founder 

in 1994 of the ICWA Law 

Center, which provides pro 

bono support for tribes and 

individuals fighting to keep 
Native families and commu-

nities intact. Now, Fiddler is 

fighting to have ICWA over-
turned, arguing that it hurts, 

rather than helps Native chil-

dren. The shift in his position 

is explored in the 2019 doc-

umentary film “Blood Mem-

ory.”

Fiddler declined repeated 

requests to be interviewed 

for this story, but in 2014, he 

told Minnesota Lawyer that 

because he is Native Amer-

ican, his positions have re-

quired “really thick skin.”

“I was not very popular 

with my own community,” 

he said then. “But I think one 

of the guiding stars of being 

a lawyer is your client’s in-

terests have to be paramount 

above your personal inter-

ests.” 

In response to an inquiry 

from The Imprint, the Clif-

fords said they can’t speak 

about the case because of a 

gag order imposed by Hen-

nepin County. They referred 

instead to the lead attorneys 

in the Brackeen v. Haaland 

case, who work for the mul-

tinational corporate law firm 
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher. 

They did not return The Im-

print’s messages.

But the Cliffords’ argu-

ment before the Supreme 

Court details what they de-

scribe as a wrongful practice 

allowed under ICWA: a child 

pulled from a loving home 

and placed with a relative and 

tribal member. The federal 

law violates equal protection 

and illegally “commandeers” 

the states to follow federal 

mandates, they argue.

The Cliffords state in 

court documents that the 

removal of P.S. from their 

home in January 2018 left 

them just 20 minutes to say 

goodbye to a child who’d 

lived in their care for almost 

two years, and P.S. cried “un-

controllably” as they separat-

ed.

The Cliffords press their 

custody case

Among other arguments, 

the Cliffords have stated they 

had better financial and prac-

tical resources for P.S. 

In 2019, the Minnesota 

District court found testimo-

ny from P.S.’s first guardian 
ad litem “very dismissive 

of the importance of P.S.’s 

Ojibwe culture and of grow-

ing up in that culture.” This 

court-appointed representa-

tive for P.S. maintained that 

the Cliffords could meet the 

girl’s cultural needs “simply 

by reading books and occa-

sionally bringing her to cul-

tural events.” 

The Cliffords further stat-

ed that P.S.’s grandmother 

failed to provide her with 

proper nutrition, stable hous-

ing, and reliable transporta-

tion. More pointedly, they 

claimed Bradshaw exposed 

the child to second-hand 

cigarette smoke and allowed 

contact with her biological 

mother, whose rights the 

courts had previously termi-

nated. 

Additionally, they 

claimed that Bradshaw’s 

prior conviction made her 

ineligible to adopt her grand-

daughter, a claim later prov-

en to be false.

At one point, the Clif-

fords described Bradshaw as 

“a disinterested relative who 

was absent from the first 
years of the child’s life,” ac-

cording to documents filed in 
Minnesota courts.

They argued their case 

multiple times in Hennepin 

County in 2018 and 2019. 

But the local juvenile court 

ruled that while the Cliffords 

clearly cared for P.S., the 

young girl was best off with 

her grandmother.

Still, the Cliffords fought 

on, bringing their objections 

to Bradshaw’s adoption of 

P.S. to the state district and 

state supreme courts. 

Nonetheless, Minneso-

ta’s higher courts repeated-

ly found that P.S. had deep 

emotional, physical, cultur-

al, and spiritual bonds with 

Bradshaw that were not pro-

vided by the Cliffords. 

Bradshaw’s adoption of 

P.S. was finalized May 21, 
2020 and P.S. has been in her 

care since.

Bradshaw’s attorney 

Smith said the couple has 

remained in touch with P.S., 

and despite the high stakes 

there is little animosity be-

tween the two families.

“It’s not about any con-

flict necessarily between 
the Cliffords and Robyn 

[Bradshaw],” she said. “The 

Minnesota courts, the ones 

who heard from Robyn, the 

ones who heard the voice of 

the Cliffords, who heard the 

voice of the tribal represen-

tative, are the ones that found 

that Robyn absolutely was 

the best person for P.S.”

SUPREME COURT
continued from pg. 3

I was elected to the legis-

lature two years ago. Since 

then, I have watched the 

Governor and Lt. Governor 

perform their duties and 

responsibilities admirably 

with honesty and integrity, 

standing on their commit-

ment and mission to serve 

the tribes. Throughout the 

last two years, the legisla-

tors are encouraged to work 

closely at the administrative 

level in providing input to 

the leadership to strengthen 

the districts we each support.

I am writing this now, due 

to the lies and rumors about 

the Governor’s office that we 
all hear and read on the so-

cial media and the internet. I 

have researched and thought 

through the decisions that 

the Governor’s office has 
made and concluded that our 

Governor and Lt. Governor 

make decisions for the ben-

efit and good of the people. 
When an administration 

sets goals based on the tribes’ 

mission, it takes resources, 

such as time, funding, work-

ers and a strategic plan, to 

guide the implementation 

and operations of achiev-

ing the goal.  Throughout 

this process, there are many 

steps and decisions to make 

in order that the goal be 

achieved.  In so doing, some 

may not understand the de-

cisions to make it happen 

includes all of the decisions 

to get it done.  For example, 

I saw Facebook posts that 

state that our leader is mis-

spending tribal funds. My 

initial thoughts are, “where 

is the evidence and support 

to bring about such a bold 

accusation?”
If there is no evidence, it 

is a lie to try to affect others 

about the leadership. In fact, 

the Constitution requires the 

governor to have the approv-

al of spending tribal funds 

after the legislature approves 

the funding request for con-

tracts and expenditures. In-

deed, this is always included 

in our meeting agendas.   

Governor Wassana and 

Lt. Governor Miles have 

proven to be a successful 

leadership team of the great 

Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Tribes of Oklahoma. Gov-

ernor Wassana is an honest 

leader, with integrity, and 

loyal to our tribes. 

Darrell Flyingman

Proud Cheyenne Warrior

Message From Cheyenne District 3 
Legislator: Darrell Flyingman

Cheyenne 
and Arapaho 

tr ibes

(405) 262-0345 / 
(800) 247-4612

P.O.Box 38

Concho, OK

73022

www.cheyenneand

arapahotribes-nsn.gov
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There are not many people who haven’t watched the 

hit series, Yellowstone, or at least have heard of the series. 

What many may not know is Christian Wassana, a citizen 

of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma, will be 

debuting in his first acting role in season 5, set to begin 
Sunday Nov. 13, 2022.

Christian Wassana’s character will be introduced in Sea-

son 5 of Yellowstone, and you will have to watch to find out 
who that character will be.

“My character will be introduced in episode three on 

Nov. 20 and will appear again in episode 6. My character 

is just now revealing himself to the world of Yellowstone. 

Hopefully this character will evolve,” Wassana shared with 

a hint of secrecy as to not give away many details about this 

new character.

But how did Wassana, a local small-town resident of 

El Reno, Okla., find himself being casted for a role in the 
widely acclaimed Yellowstone series? It would appear, by 
Wassana’s journey, dreams really do come true.

“I don’t know the words to describe what this experience 

has been like. I started out as a director’s assistant on the 

Yellowstone set and there was this new character being in-

troduced and I decided to audition for it. They seen it – they 

loved it and I got the part,” Wassana said.

Wassana graduated El Reno High School in June 2016, 

where he enrolled into Southwest Christian University, with 

a goal of playing basketball. As happens sometimes in life, 

his plans did not turn out the way he hoped, leaving him 

feeling a little lost and anxious about his future. He would 

later attend and gradute from the University of Oklahoma 

(OU) with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Ad-

ministration in 2022. It was during his years at OU, Wassa-

na began a motivational movement entitled, I AM, I CAN, I 

WILL, that would spread across the U.S., opening doors of 

opportunities Wassana never dreamed could happen.

“The day after I graduated from OU, I packed up my 

stuff and moved to Montana for five months. I’ve recently, 
just a couple of weeks ago, finally soaked up this whole 
experience … it happened so fast. I graduated, I packed up, 

moved to Montana and was on set and it happened so fast.

After sitting down, after filming, getting back home, it final-
ly hit me that this is everything I’ve worked for, everything 

I’ve wanted and it’s so beautiful,” Wassana said.

Wassana heard through word of mouth, Yellowstone’s 

director, Christina Voros was looking for an assistant, and 

Voros, also through word of mouth had heard about Chris-

tian Wassana and his movement. He was contacted by email 

and encouraged to submit his application and resume for the 

position.

“Out of 75-100 applications the director, Christina Vo-

ros chose my resume. It was two weeks that I got chosen 

by Yellowstone before I was set to leave. And during those 

two weeks I 

was terrified. 
I had never 

left home for 

more than 

two weeks. 

Then they say 

pack up and 

move across 

the country to 

Montana for 

five months, 
but I‘ve nev-

er left home 

for more than 

two weeks. 

I’m thinking 

how in the world am I going to do this. You know I’ve dealt 

with anxiety and mental health for a long time and in that 

aspect, it terrified me. There were times I was telling myself 
I can’t do this, there is no way I can do this,” Wassana said 

as he shared the type of feelings he worked through after 

receiving word he had been chosen for the director’s assis-

tant position.

Looking back Wassana said long before this opportu-

nity revealed itself to him, he really didn’t know what his 

plans were going to be after graduating, but he said he knew 

something big was going to happen because he felt it, but 

most importantly he really believed it.

“I can remember riding in the car with my mom and be 

like, ‘can you believe I am going to be on TV someday,’ and 

she would be like, ‘uh yea ok Christian,’ and these conver-

sations happened way before any of this happened with Yel-

lowstone,” Wassana said as he laughed. “People were like 

why would you even think that big – but it’s so powerful 

– the power of believing, putting in the work and staying 

the course is powerful.”

Yellowstone was created by Taylor Sheridan and John 

Linson, and first premiered on June 20, 2018. The series 
follows the Dutton family, owners of the largest ranch in 

Montana, the Yellowstone Dutton Ranch. The main plot of 

the series revolves around family drama at the ranch and 

the bordering Broken Rock Indian Reservation, and land 

developers.

Voros has been director and director of photography for 

Yellowstone, making her the recipient of the 2021 Patsy 

Montana Award at the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall 

of Fame in Ft. Worth, Texas, as well as receiving her first 
Emmy nomination for cinematography for the limited se-

ries, “1883,” the Paramount + prequel to Yellowstone.

“Living daily life with bigger than life stars was like a 

dream. Watching Yellowstone and then being on the set of 

Yellowstone hanging out with Kevin 

Costner, Luke Grimes and all these Yel-

lowstone actors that I have watched and 

kept up with in my normal life, just see-

ing them every day and talking to them 

was just surreal. It puts into perspective 

– these people are just normal everyday 

people who live the life and fight the 
same demons as we do out here,” Was-

sana said.

Currently Wassana is on a new set 

as the director’s assistant, revolving 

around the life of Bass Reeves, the 

first black sheriff, being filmed in Tex-

as. Reeves, July 1838 – Jan. 12, 1910, 

was historically known as the first black 
deputy U.S. marshall west of the Mis-

sissippi River who worked mostly in 

Arkansas and in the Oklahoma territory.

“On the set of Bass Reeves I am working as Christina’s 

assistant, and learning so much. My acting is picking up, 

but my goal is I want to not just act but direct, write and 

learn every aspect of the film industry, and working with 
Christina Voros as her assistant gives me those opportuni-

ties to continue to learn, while still pursuing acting,” Was-

sana said.

Wassana said he is taking life one day at a time, listening 

to his heart and being thankful for the opportunities to see 

the world from a completely different perspective.

“Whenever you work for something, whenever you ask 

for something, whatever you aspire to do something to reach 

your goals, your dreams, you have to be ready. Whenever 

that time comes you have to be ready. It took a whole differ-

ent level of self-love, self-belief and self-confidence to step 
out of my comfort zone and move across country to Mon-

tana for five months, but when I got there it was and still is 
awesome. It goes back to my movement, I AM, I CAN, I 

WILL … I just had to go back to the roots of my movement 

to push me through my anxiety and walk through that door 

of opportunity.”

Founder of motivational movement I AM, I CAN,
I WILL, set to debut new character on hit series
Yellowstone

Rosemary Stephens, Editor-in-Chief

Christian Wassana (r) on the set of Yellowstone with ac-

tor Cole Hauser, who plays the character Rip Wheeler on 

the series. (Submitted photos)

Christian Wassana (l) with actor Forrie Smith who plays 
the character Lloyd Pierce while on the set of season 5 of 
Yellowstone in Montana.
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How fast can a tipi be raised? Depends 
on who is doing the raising.

In a first of its kind, a Tipi Raising Con-

test was held Oct. 22 at the First Americans 

Museum (FAM) in Oklahoma City.

Teams of four competed in three different 

categories, the men’s category, women’s cat-

egory and youth (co-ed) category under 18. 

Each team of four worked without ladders 

to raise 18-foot tipis, which were donated by 

the Comanche Nation.

The teams worked diligently and in syn-

chrony with one another erecting their 18-

foot tipis, fighting against 40 mph winds and 

temperatures reaching almost 90 degrees. 

Spectators cheered on the teams as the judg-

es kept time to determine the fastest team. 

Not only did the teams have to be quick, they 

also had to correctly erect their tipis and have 

them inspected by the guest judges, Patrick 

Spottedwolf, citizen of the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Tribes, Victor Orange, citizen of the 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes and Joe Fish, 

citizen of the Kiowa Tribe.

Placing first in the men’s category was 

the Cheyenne and Arapaho team, The Real 

Guyz, comprised of Kendricks Sleeper, 

Arapaho/Cheyenne/Apache/Wichita Co-

manche, James Sleeper, Arapaho/Cheyenne/

Apache/Wichita/Comanche, Michael Elizon-

do, Cheyenne/Kaw/Chumash and Cayden 

Brown, Cheyenne/Arapaho.

Second place men’s category was The 

Commod Squad, comprised of Vincent 

Wolfe, Comanche/Creek, Chris Cisco, 

Apache, Xavier Jones, Nez Pierce and Cam-

eron Poolaw, Kiowa.

Placing first in the women’s category was 

the Cheyenne and Arapaho team, TsistSIS-

TAS, comprised of Theresa Faris, Cheyenne/

Arapaho, Breanna Faris, Cheyenne/Arapaho, 

Savannah Stein, Pawnee/Cheyenne, Rainey 

Faris, Cheyenne/Arapaho.

Placing second in the women’s category 

was the Ah Koos Pii Hii, comprised of Hal-

lie Fields, Apache, Monica Cisco, Apache, 

Clara Cisco, Apache and Whitney Galindo, 

Apache.

Placing third in the women’s catego-

ry was City NDNz, comprised of Adrienne 

Lalli Hills, Wyandotte, Tafv Tahdooahnip-

pah, Comache/Creek, Angela Startz, Inupi-

aq/Delaware and Kendra Wilson-Clements, 

Choctaw.

In the youth’s category first place win-

ners were True Natives, comprised of Lyndi 

Cisco, Apache, Jasiah Raines, Apache, Her-

miley Quoetone, Kiowa and Kaleb Anqueo, 

Kiows.

Second place winners in the youth cate-

gory were the Riverside Braves, comprised 

of Nathaniel Taliman, Colorado River, Nolan 

Taliman, Colorado River, Angel Elizarraras, 

Wichita and Rufus Whiteman, Cheyenne.

Also being recognized for the Best 

Dressed in the youth category were Water 

Babies, comprised of Kellie Gibson, North-

ern Arapaho/Cherokee, Lillie Mae Wilson, 

Yuchi/Navajo, Tamara Wilson, Yuchi/Nava-

jo, Jamie Rolland, Yuchi and Lindsey Nicole 

Dennison, Absentee Shawnee.

The event was sponsored by the Chey-

enne and Arapaho Tribes’ Tradition Not 

Addiction Program, Language & Culture 

Program, Comanche Nation, Caddo Nation, 

Delaware Nation, the Native Alliance Con-

nections and FAM.

Tipi Raising Contest 
Draws a Crowd at First 
Americans Museum

First place winners of the women’s category was team TsistSISTAS comprised of 
Breanna Faris, Theresa Faris, Savannah Stein and Rainey Faris. Also pictured is 
Aliyana Yellowbank. (Courtesy photo) Cayden Brown and Michael Elizondo, part of team The Real Guyz, work to erect their 

team’s tipi. (Photo/ Rosemary Stephens)

Rosemary Stephens, Editor-in-Chief

The first place team in the men’s category was the Cheyenne and Arapaho team, 
The Real Guyz, comprised of Kendricks Sleeper, James Sleeper, Michael Elizondo and 
Cayden Brown. (Photo / Rosemary Stephens)

Chester Whiteman wins a ball cap spinning the “wheel of fortune” at the booth spon-

sored by the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ Tradition Not Addiction program and Native 

Connections Alliance. (Photo / Rosemary Stephens)

Team Riverside Braves, comprised of Nathaniel Taliman, Colorado River, Nolan 

Taliman, Colorado River, Angel Elizarraras, Wichita and Rufus Whiteman, Cheyenne, 
wait their turn in the Tipi Raising Contest. The team would earn second place in the 

youth’s category. (Photo / Rosemary Stephens)
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Oklahoma City Thanksgiving Drive Thru Event
5-8 p.m. Thursday Nov. 3 at 4400 S.W. 21st Street (off of 

Meridian Avenue) in Oklahoma City, Okla.

To go hot-already prepared Thanksgiving meal will be 

provided for OKC Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal Citizens and 

families while supplies last.

Please have CDIB ready to show and remain in your car.

Provided by the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Office of 
the Governor. For more information call 405-422-7734.

2022 Language Summit
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Nov. 9-10, 2022 at the Lucky Star Casi-

no Hotel & Convention Center in Watonga, Okla. Hosted 

by the Cheyenne and Arapaho Language Master Apprentice 

Program. For hotel bookings call 580-623-7333, use booking 

code: langauge. To register online visit https://form.jotform.
com/221955809108158.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Labor Day Benefit Dance
Nov. 20, 2022 at the Watonga Emergency Response Cen-

ter in Watonga, Okla. Gourd dance at 3 p.m., supper at 5 p.m.

Head Staff: MC Willie Bullcoming, HS James Redbird, 

HMD Malcolm Whitebird, HLD Nay Nay Wahpepah, HLG 

Josephina Marie Lopez, HLB Halo Mateo, AD Cayden 

Brown, Co-Host Redmoon Gourd Clan & OKC Powwow 

Club, Honored Elder Eugene Blackbear.

Inviting all Chiefs, Headsmen, Societies and Princesses.

Labor Day Powwow Committee are Chairman Dwight 

Whitebuffalo, Vice-Chairman Danny Reyes, Treasurer 

Janelle Sharp, Secretary Carmen Sankey, Sergeants-at-Arms 

Ruben Watan & Sheldon Sankey.

For more information call 580-791-0351 or 580-613-0244.

2nd Birthday Dance for Josephina Marie Lopez
Dec. 3, 2022 at the Concho Emergency Response Center 

in Concho, Okla. Gourd dance 3 p.m., supper 5 p.m., with 

dance to follow.

Head Staff: MC Wilbur Bullcoming, HS Kendall Kauley, 

HMD Melvin Miles, HLD Bobbie Hamilton, HLB Baby Jabo 

Medicinebird, HLG Nanami Brielle Whitethunder, Honored 

Family Moose Mia Family of Sylmar, Calif., AD Daniel Bak-

er.

Tiny Tot contest, Grandmother & Granddaughter contest, 

Women’s Buckskin contest and Prettiest Shawl contest. For 

more information call 405-412-9774 or 405-262-0002.

Memorial Dance for Diana Sue Cassio-Bull
Sunday Jan. 29, 2023 at the Clinton Emergency Response 

Center in Clinton, Okla. Supper at 5 p.m., cake walk and Tiny 

Tot contest, and prizes. Head lady dancer’s teen fancy shawl 

contest for ages 13-17, with $200 for first place, $100 second 
place and $50 third place.

Head Staff: MC Austin Wayne Bull, HS Jason Goodblan-

ket, HM TBD, HL Katelyn Ginger Whiteman, HLB Nathan-

iel Koshiway, HLG Sevana Harper, Honored Family James & 

Jamie Yellowfish and AD TBD.

FIBER OPTIC TRAINING
continued from pg. 3

Charlotte Wetselline (above) is the court administrator 

for the Judical Branch and Caressa James (below) is the 
Reentry Program case manager. Both work for the Chey-

enne and Arapaho Tribes Reentry Program. (Submitted 

photos)

Wetselline said the program is looking to possibly have the 

training site up and going by the end of November.

“If everything works out according to our timeline, we 

would like to send the first cohort through and that’s basically 
a group with the eight-week training, hopefully by the end of 

the year if not the beginning of next year, that’s what we’re 

trying to push for,” Wetselline said.

A cohort for the instructor to handle is a group of trainees 

anywhere from 10 to 15 participants. 

With the fiber optics training, many companies have 
reached out to OSU-IT that were interested in the participants 

who complete the training coming to work for them.

“AT&T has taken an interest and spoke to OSU and since 

this is one of their major areas, they are hoping to take on 

our students after they complete the program with job place-

ment. But it’s not just AT&T, there’s also several other com-

panies that are going to guarantee our participants automatic 

job placement,” Caressa James, reintegration program case 

manager said.

James said the training is felon friendly and is available 

to anybody that is 18 years or above. It will be an eight-week 

course and will be provided in the Concho, Okla., area as 

it will be the only location site besides OSU in Okmulgee, 

Okla., that will offer the advanced fiber training. 
“The advanced fiber training portion turns an eight-week 

course into a 10-week course, that portion will be optional. 

The advanced portion is to learn about fiber splicing. Fiber 
splicing participants will also have the opportunity to only 

take the advanced course, the eight-week course itself is the 

lineman course where they’re learning how to climb the pole 

and hang the fiber wire, loop, learn the maintenance of it, the 
advance course is where they learn how to splice the fiber,” 
James said.

In opening up the training to non-tribal citizens as well as 

tribal citizens, Wetselline said this allows an opportunity to 

offer diversified training as well as for non-reentry partici-
pants. 

“We are operating this in collaboration with the Labor 

Department and so for the participants who are not reentry 

affiliated, the process would be for them to go through the 
DREAMS program,” Wetselline said.

Through the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Department of 

Labor DREAMS program, they will be able to pay for the 

fiber optic training for anyone enrolled in a federally recog-

nized tribe.

“Apply through them and they will be able to pay for the 

course, the course itself is $3,100 for the eight-week course 

and I believe $750 for the two week advance course, but 

DREAMS will be an option for anybody that is enrolled in a 

tribe to utilize here at Concho,” James said.

James said there will also be payment options available as 

the training will not be free. Once participants complete the 

training, they will receive a certificate and have a graduation 
ceremony with the reintegration program and OSU-IT.

“Those options are going to allow participants job place-

ment afterwards with these companies and they’ll be starting 

out making $50 to $60,000 a year which is really life chang-

ing for someone, especially for someone whose coming out 

of prison and reintegrating back into society. It’ll allow them 

to have a structure they need to hopefully reintegrate back 

into everyday life with their families and society,” James said. 

Na-komas Blackford, OSU-IT workforce training coordi-

nator said they have seen tremendous success in the Fiber 

Technician programs that they have developed for the Mus-

cogee and Cherokee Nations.

“The program for the Cheyenne and Arapaho Nations 

will provide training to individuals who are living within the 

Cheyenne Arapaho boundaries and are reintegrating back 

into society after incarceration. The Cheyenne Arapaho Na-

tion have been such a pleasure to work with, we’ve enjoyed 

traveling to Concho to visit with tribal representatives and 

gain a better understanding of their unique needs,” Blackford 

said.

Over the next year, Blackford said Oklahoma is set to 

invest over $500 million on broadband projects and it will 

be critical that there is a skilled pipeline of fiber technicians 
ready to provide installation, maintenance and troubleshoot-

ing to the broadband infrastructure.

Blackford said the goal of OSU-IT is to continue to build 

relationships with tribes across Oklahoma to develop and im-

plement short-term training programs.

“Tribal citizens can obtain high-quality training in in-de-

mand, high-wage fields. This will provide individuals with 
the skill sets they need to become employable and self-suffi-

cient,” Blackford said.

(CONCHO, OK) Lucky Star Casino, a gaming enterprise 

owned by the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, opened the week-

end of Oct. 14-15 with live entertainment in Concho, Okla.

Set in an open amphitheater style, hundreds of people gath-

ered Friday night, Oct. 14 to welcome the well renowned rapper 

and actor, Ice Cube, to the stage.

Ice Cube first became popular in the late 1980s as a member 
of the rap group N.W.A. He branched out on his own in 1989 

and quickly became one of the most successful recording artist. 

He also built a successful acting career, 

starring in films such as “Barbershop” 
in 2002, “Ride Along” in 2014 and 

“Straight Outta Compton” in 2015.

On Saturday night Oct. 15, a large, 

but more subdued crowd gathered to 

enjoy the well-known sounds of Train, 

with leader singer Pat Monahan.

Train first came on the music scene 
in 1993, quickly rising to the top of the 

charts in following years with hits like 

“Meet Virginia,” and “Call All Angels.”

Lucky Star Casino plans to host 

more outdoor amphitheater style music 

events in the Spring/Summer 2023.

Lucky Star Casino Brings Back 
Live Entertainment

Gov. Reggie Wassa-

na and Luky Star CEO 
Charlie Welbourne gift 

lead singer of Train, Pat 

Monahan with a Pendle-

ton blanket.
Left: Gov. Reggie 

Wassana welcomes Ice 

Cube to Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Country.
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By Latoya Lonelodge / Photos by Steve Wheeler & Clinton Daily News

Kamarie Yelloweagle, Clinton High School

Krista Blackwolf, a 

citizen of the Cheyenne 

and Arapaho Tribes, was 

appointed as the new sec-

retary for the Oklahoma 

Tribal Child Support As-

sociation Board (OTCSA) 

on Oct. 7, 2022. Blackwolf 

will serve a two-year term.

Blackwolf has been 

employed with the Trib-

al Child Support Services 

in El Reno, Okla. for four 

years. She began her ca-

reer as a caseworker, even-

tually becoming the legal 

assistant and worked her 

way up the ladder to be-

come office manager in 
2021.

“I am proud to represent 

my tribe and my employer, 

Modoc Nation Tribal Child 

Support Services and their 

clients,” Blackwolf said.

Blackwolf is the daugh-

ter of Donny Blackwolf 

and Terrisa Sanders.

Blackwolf appointed to the Oklahoma 
Tribal Child Support Association Board

Kamarie Yelloweagle, 18, born and raised in 

Clinton, Okla., began her senior year with high 

expectations, not only because it’s her last year 

of high school but because she plans to go all out 

in her senior year in sports. 

Making a comeback on the softball field, 
Yelloweagle looks forward to returning to the 

game she once left behind.

Standing 5’2, Yelloweagle plays outside 

right for the Clinton High School softball team.

While Yelloweagle has been playing 

soccer all throughout high school and is 

also on the cheer team, most recently, Yel-

loweagle has taken interest in playing soft-

ball to make her senior year a complete hit. 

Yellowagle joined the Clinton High School 

softball team for the first time since she was 
younger. 

“I don’t know exactly how old I was but 

I just remember that I was a young age in 

elementary school and I always remember 

being on a club softball team,” Yelloweagle 

said.

Playing at a young age, Yellowegle said 

she began playing because of her family as 

a lot of her cousins were on the same team.

Yelloweagle joined the softball team 

her senior year after many years of not 

playing.

“I just thought since it’s my last year 

and there’s new coaches this year that I 

just wanted to do it one last time before 

it was too late,” Yelloweagle said.

Yelloweagle said what she enjoys 

most about playing softball is hitting 

the ball and her biggest motivation 

comes from her teammates. 

“The person that I mostly look up to 

is Jayda Coleman and she’s an outsid-

er for the OU women’s softball team,” 

Yelloweagle said.

Looking back on her goals at the 

beginning of the season, Yelloweagle 

made it a priority to catch all of her 

balls in the outfield.
“That’s something I really worked 

on this year and my hitting,” Yel-

loweagle said.

With Clinton softball’s season 

wrapped up with an overall 17-19 sea-

son, the team came up short in region-

als. However, it was Clinton’s first time 
making it to regionals in nine years. 

In coming back to the game of softball, Yel-

loweagle said what she looked forward to the most was participating in all the away games 

and going to tournaments out of town.

“We had so many games this season and so tournaments out of town and it just felt like 

we had games every single day,” Yelloweagle said.

Yelloweagle said it felt good to be back in the sport of softball.

“I feel good about it because even though I didn’t play my other years, I felt like doing 

it one last time was a good decision,” Yelloweagle said.

And in knowing she made a good decision, Yelloweagle said what she wanted to ac-

complish the most in playing softball once again was to just play and do good and never 

give up.

“I mostly did it for like my 

younger self because I remem-

ber when I quit playing that I 

just always regretted it and I 

wanted to come back,” Yel-

loweagle said.

Since coming back on the 

softball field, Yelloweagle 
admits she’s grown and pro-

gressed in her game since the 

beginning of the season. 

“At the beginning of the 

season I wasn’t doing that well 

because it had been awhile 

but after all the practices and 

all of the games I feel like I 

really progressed in almost 

everything and my coaches 

are really good coaches, they 

understand that it was my first 
year back and they helped me 

a lot,” Yelloweagle said.

And when out on the field, 
Yelloweagle said playing soft-

ball has made her feel better about herself. 

“If I had a bad day at school, I go to 

softball after it just makes my day better if 

I’m doing good at practice and my team-

mates are encouraging me,” Yelloweagle 

said.

With the season in the bag, Yellowea-

gle said she hoped to be remembered as a 

good teammate.

“Always encouraging teammates, al-

ways being positive and never quitting,” 

Yelloweagle said.

Through the season, Yelloweagle said 

what playing softball has taught her the 

most is what it means to work hard. 

“If you work hard enough it’ll all be 

worth it in the end, if you just keep prac-

ticing and just never give up, your time 

will come and you’ll be ready when it hap-

pens,” Yelloweagle said.

Clinton High School head softball 

coach, Whitney Misak described Yel-

loweagle as a hard worker in everything 

she was asked to do. 

“She brought a special light to the bus 

rides home and everyday just with her 

presence and contributed by being a good 

teammate, you could always go to her for 

a laugh or a quick pick up in attitude,” Yel-

loweagle said.

Misak said Yelloweagle contributed to 

the team with the energy and funniness she 

brought with her. 

Expected to graduate in May 2023, Yelloweagle plans on going to college with an inter-

est in attending Fort Lewis College in Colorado to study pre-nursing. 

Kamarie’s parents are Onebah Slinkey and John Yelloweagle. Her brothers are Keith 

Yelloweagle, John Yelloweagle, Jacob Yelloweagle and her sisters are Kyia Yelloweagle, 

Hazel Yelloweagle and Amarianna Yelloweagle.

Housing Authority Waiting List 
Report: Mutual Help Program

The following applicants need to complete a
2022 Update Form
by Nov. 15, 2022.

If an Update Form is not received by this date,
they will be removed from the

Mutual-Help waiting list for
FAILURE TO UPDATE - NO EXCEPTIONS!

To update or for questions or more information,
contact Eileen Pedro at 580-331-2400.

David Orange

Patty Smith

Clifford Sam

Lisa Brown

Christine Williams

Gloria Coffey

Robert Woods

Georgia McGee

Latasha Yarbrough-Miller

Vanessa Starr

Reginald Island

Patricia Russell

Tashina Tahdooahnippah

Stephen Fletcher

Daryl Williams

Thalia Twins

Maureen Ramirez

Charles Cantwell

Kyle Miller

Soloman Pedro

Michael Toahty

Lori Escobedo

Angel Black-Saucedo

Julia Rodriguez

Katana Fire

Janet Heap of Birds

Summer Klinekole

Kayla Whitehorse

Alexandria Anderson

Andrea Patterson

Marnita Guerrero

Guy Hicks Jr.

Robert Island

Cheyenne Warner

Erik Kenrick

Phillip Bearshield
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Happy 9th Birthday 

Cross Coradyn Trejo!

May your day be filled 
with lots of love and 
happiness! We are so 

proud of the young man 
that you are becoming! 
Love, mom, dad, Xavi 

and Bubba Omar

Happy 9th Birthday Livy!

You are such a blessing.

Love, mommy

Happy 94th Birthday
Col. John T. Levi

Nov. 7, 1928
May you be blessed throughout this 

year and beyond!

George “Little Bear’ 

Levi, Arapaho, was born 

Nov. 10, 1899 on the north 

banks of the South Canadian 

River, which is now known 

as Bridgeport, Okla.

He attended the Haskell 

Institute in Lawrence, Kan-

sas in 1922 where he exceled 

in football, basketball and 

track from 1922-1926.

His many achievements 

included:

Captain of the 1925 Foot-

ball team

Played on the 1926 unde-

feated Haskell Football team

All-American Honorable 

Mention

All-Time, All-Haskell 

Second Team

Inducted into the Kansas 

Sports Hall of Fame in 1981

Inducted into the Amer-

ican Indian Sports Hall of 

Fame in 1982

Did You Know?

Don’t miss your copy of 

the Tribal Tribune.

Send address changes to 

Tribal Tribune, PO Box 38, 

Concho, Okla. 73022

Holiday Office Closures:
Veterans Day Nov. 11

Oklahoma Native American Day Nov. 21
Thanksgiving Nov. 24

National Nativer American Day Nov. 25
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Hammon PS - Aug. 10 Yukon PS - Aug. 11

OBITUARIES OBITUARIES
Burton E. Hawk

Eleanore Madbull

Isaiah Edward Russell

Eldred Lockwood Poisal

Calvin Coolidge Sankey Jr.

SSaavvee  tthhee  DDaattee  
March 20 –23, 2023  

22002233  WWOOMMEENN''SS  CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE  

““EEmmppoowweerriinngg  WWoommeenn  ttoo  LLeeaadd””  

  

  

LLooccaattiioonn::  OOkkllaahhoommaa  CCiittyy  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  CCeenntteerr  

HHoosstteedd  bbyy::  CChheeyyeennnnee  AArraappaahhoo  TTrriibbeess    

CCoonnttaacctt::    LLaaRReennddaa  MMoorrggaann  ((440055))  442222--77992299    

llmmoorrggaann@@cchheeyyeennnneeaannddaarraappaahhoo--nnssnn..ggoovv  

Dynamic Speakers,  trending topics,  current issues, wellness, career, 
leadership, culture, empowerment tools, inspiration, engagement, 
meaningful connections and powerful conversations await you at the 
2023 Women's Conference“Empowering Women to Lead”! 

Burton E. Hawk, 77, 

passed away Oct. 24, 2022.

He was born on June 19, 

1945 in Concho, Okla. at the 

Indian Hospital.

Burton’s mother Fannie 

Nellie Hawk, gave birth to 

twin boys, one being Burton 

and his twin Leroy Hawk.

In 1963 Burton joined the 

U.S. Military and was hon-

orably discharged in 1966. 

Burton married Diane White 

Thunder on Aug 18, 1968 

and from that union came 

five children.
Burton worked for Farrar 

Construction for 49 years as 

a welder. He was a 32 degree 

Mason and a Headsman of 

the Cheyenne Bow String 

Society. He always worked 

hard to make a living for his 

family.

Burton is preceded in 

death by his mother Nellie, 

father Alfred Roman Nose 

(Lefty), brother Leslie Ray 

Hawk, son David Burton 

Hawk Sr., daughter Nena 

Rose Hawk and grandson 

Alec Loren Hawk.

He is survived by his wife, 

Diane of Kingfisher, son, 
Moses Hawk (Shanon) of 

Loyal, Okla., daughter Con-

suelo Castrejon (Esteban) of 

Kingfisher, son Bruce Hawk 
of Kingfisher and daughter-
in-law Gloria Hawk of King-

fisher.
Wake services were held 

Oct. 27 at the Kingfisher 
Emergency Response Center 

in Kingfisher, Okla. Funeral 
services were held Oct 28, at 

the same venue, followed by 

an interment at the Kingfish-

er City Cemetery under the 

direction of Sanders Funeral 

Home.

Eleanore Madbull died 

Oct. 8, 2022, at Windsor 

Hills Nursing Center in 

Oklahoma City.  

Eleanore was born Nov. 

23, 1941 in Calumet, Okla. 

She was a case worker for 

Tribal Elder Care and a 

member of the Native Amer-

ican Church and the Indian 

Methodist Church.

She is survived by her son 

William Madbull of Okla-

homa City and eight grand-

children, Margaret Sutton, 

Brandon Goodbear, Bryant 

Goodbear, Eric Goodbear, 

Richard Goodbear, Travis 

Madbulll, Paula Goodbear, 

and Damon Dunbar, 21 

great-grandchildren and two 

great-great-grandchildren.

Her parents, Cheyenne 

Chief Charles Madbull and 

Helen Tabacco, husband 

George Akeen, daughter Viv-

ian Madbull and three sisters 

and six brothers preceded her 

in death.

Wake services were held 

Oct. 12 at the Concho Emer-

gency Reponse Center in 

Concho, Okla. Funeral ser-

vices were held Oct. 13, at 

the same venue, officiated 
by Rev. Gerald Panana, fol-

lowed by an interment at the 

Concho Indian Cemetery 

under the direction of Hu-

ber-Benson Funeral Home.

Eldred Lockwood Poisal 

was born September 2, 1935, 

in Clinton, Oklahoma.  He 

died July 30, 2022, at his 

home in Yukon at the age of 

86.

Eldred was a high school 

graduate and had earned a 

Bachelor Degree in Fine 

Arts.  He was an art teacher 

and a professional artist.  He 

was member of the Chey-

enne and Arapaho Tribes and 

a U.S. Army veteran.

He was preceded in death 

by his parents, Joseph Pois-

al and Yeaggie Gano; wife, 

Wanda Poisal; brothers, 

Robert Poisal and Clarence 

Poisal.

Eldred is survived by nu-

merous cousins.

Isaiah Edward Russell 

died Oct. 12, 2022 in El 

Reno, Okla. Isiaiah was born 

April 12, 2019 in Yukon, 

Okla. 

He is survived by his 

parents, Phillip Russell and 

Dametra Gouge, brothers, 

Elijah Derenzo and Shan-

non Russell, sister Christiana 

Derenzo, paternal grandpar-

ents, Matthew and Ruthie 

Russell, maternal grandpar-

ents, Christopher and Sonya 

Derenzo and great-grandfa-

ther, Raymond Tasso.

An all-night traditional 

wake service was held Oct. 

18 at the Concho Emergency 

Response Center in Concho, 

Okla. Funeral services were 

held Oct. 19, at the same 

venue with Rev. Greg Leaf 

officiating, followed by an 
interment at the Concho In-

dian Cemetery, under the 

direction of Huber-Benson 

Funeral Home.

Calvin Coolidge Sankey 

Jr. died Oct. 17, 2022, at Nor-

man Regional Hospital. Cal-

vin was born April 22, 1968 

in Clinton, Okla. In 1987 he 

graduated from Geary High 

School. He worked in casi-

no security and later was a 

certified nursing assistant at 
Grace Living Center. He was 

a member of the All Tribes 

Church in Geary and the 

Villagers Hand Game State 

Champions.

He is survived by sons, 

Jesse Sankey of El Reno and 

Tobey Sankey of Chickasha, 

daughters, Callie Eagle-

nest of El Reno and Kelsey 

Sankey of Ada, brother Ira 

Sankey of Oklahoma City, 

sisters, Mary Sankey of El 

Reno, Barbara Sankey of 

Oklahoma City and Marilyn 

Jones of Geary and grand-

children, Taliyah Dugger, Ai-

yana Dugger, Lariah Dugger, 

Kadyn Dugger, Amya Eagle-

nest, Jacob Walker, Jazlynn 

Walker, Jay Paoilla, Andrea 

Phillips Jr., Night Nucosee, 

and Coe Nucosee.

His parents, Calvin 

Coolidge Sankey Sr. and 

Mary Lou Birdshead San-

key-Blackbear, sisters, Du-

shane Sankey Whitebear 

Jackson, Loreaine Sankey 

Cambell, Daisy Black-

bear-Watan and granddaugh-

ter Jalissa Walker, preceded 

him in death.

An all-night traditional 

wake service was held Oct. 

23 at the Concho Emergency 

Response Center in Concho, 

Okla. Funeral services were 

held Oct. 24, at the same 

venue, with Rev. Waylan Up-

chego officiating, followed 
by an interment at the Con-

cho Indian Cemetery under 

the direction of Huber-Ben-

son Funeral Home.
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