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(AP-DENVER, COLO.) Interior Secretary Democrats and tribal groups who said it meant tion.” The expansion includes an additional 3,478 3 |E E &
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Haaland, the first Native to lead a U.S. Cabinet  its-kind report about Native American boarding Tribes,” she said. “We will never forget the hun- 8 moO
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Tribal Council meeting chairwoman LaRenda Morgan
reads the immediate tally of votes for the election of a new
Tribal Council coordinator during the annual Tribal Coun-

cil meeting of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes on Oct. 1,

Runners take their place in Concho, Okla., to begin the next track of the 2022 Sovereignty Run with National Congress

of American Indians President Fawn Sharp front and center. (Photo / Rosemary Stephens)

Rosemary Stephens, Editor-in-Chief

(CONCHO, OK) Sovereignty Run 2022 taking steps to
bring awareness to the attack on Tribal Nations’ sovereign
rights to govern.

On Oct. 3 the National Congress of American Indians
(NCAI) President, Fawn Sharp, along with her delegation,
including Bright Path Strong and the House of Tears Carv-
ers of Lummi Nation, began the Sovereignty Run 2022 on
the lands of Cherokee Nation in Tahlequah, Okla.

The run will cover an 1800-mile trek across Oklahoma,
New Mexico, Arizona and into California, with the final
destination at the annual NCAI conference in Sacramento,
Calif.

On Oct. 6, Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of Oklaho-
ma welcomed the Sovereignty Run 2022 delegation to the
lands of the Cheyenne and Arapaho.

“Thank you to the Cheyenne and Arapaho people ... this
is a wonderful event. We came in last night and had dinner
at the REZ Restaurant and got a little nourishment. We felt
the hospitality last night and we feel it here today, and we
are so honored and privileged that you opened your home-
lands and welcomed us and join the fight for tribal sover-
eignty because it matters to all of us,” Sharp said.

The run has a two-fold purpose, to bring awareness to
the new attacks on Sovereign Tribal Nations, not only in
Oklahoma by the Oklahoma governor, Kevin Stitt, but the
pending Supreme Court hearing looming Nov. 9 threaten-
ing the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA). And to honor Jim
Thorpe, one of the greatest athletes to ever live.

Thorpe was an Olympic gold medal winner in 1912. He
had his medals stripped from him by the International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) who stated Thorpe had been paid to
play minor league baseball over two summers, which they
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2022. (Photo / Latoya Lonelodge)

Advancing to New
Heights: Cheyenne and
Arapaho Tribes Annual
Council Meeting Initiate
Electronic Voting Devices

Latoya Lonelodge
Staff Reporter

(CONCHO, OK) For
the first-time ever, electron-
ic voting was initiated at
the Cheyenne and Arapaho
Tribes Annual Tribal Coun-
cil meeting. With the use of
technology, tribal citizens
were able to cast their votes
on resolutions with a click of
a button.

On Oct. 3, the Cheyenne
and Arapaho Tribes Annual
Tribal Council meeting was
held at the R.E.Sp.E.C.T.
Gym in Concho, Okla.

Upon entering the build-
ing, tribal citizens were di-
rected to sign-in and retrieve
their electronic voting devic-
es provided by Option Tech-
nologies.

Roll call began at 10:13
a.m., with the 75-member
quorum being met at 10:25
a.m. A short tutorial was
given by Cheyenne and

Arapaho Tribal Council Co-
ordinator Jennifer Bailey on
how to use the electronic
voting devices, which tallied
votes by simply clicking one
for yes, two for no and three
for abstaining. In providing
instruction and dummy vot-
ing questions, within seconds
all votes were tallied and put
on display on the projection
screen for tribal citizens to
witness.

The dummy votes rang in
a total of approximately 230
votes, with some of the res-
olutions ringing in over 300
votes total throughout the
meeting.

Nominations for chair-
man soon followed with
LaRenda Morgan and Wilma
Blackbear being nominated
from tribal citizens on the
floor. After a call for the vote,
Morgan won chairman with a
vote of 158 for Morgan and

TRIBAL COUNCIL /pg. 5
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Tribal Youth Engage in Student
Days at 53" Annual NIEA
Convention and Trade Show

Latoya Lonelodge, Staff Reporter

Drawing in over 2,000 attendees from
across the country, the 53" annual National
Indian Education Association (NIEA) Con-
vention and Trade Show was held Oct. 5-8
at the Oklahoma City Convention Center in
Oklahoma City.

On Oct. 7, day two of the NIEA conven-
tion included the first of student days for
tribal youth to participate. Schools near and
far brought their students to actively engage
in the day’s agenda and activities.

With the event taking place nearly after
three years due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, NIEA Development Director, Matthew
Powell said the attendance has exceeded
their expectations at the event.

“We had almost 2,000 people at the open-
ing general assembly, it was huge and then
there were 700 students for student days,
yesterday we had educator day on campus
here and at First Americans Museum and
had over 500 people attending those ses-
sions,” Powell said.

The theme of this year’s convention was
education sovereignty.

“Its emphasizing the fact that these are
our children, our schools, our opportunity to
share native cultures and build the support
around students that can make a difference
long term,” Powell said.

Powell said the convention would also
introduce the whole child initiative, which is
a way of moving forward in a space to illus-
trate what education sovereignty looks like.

Kicking off student days at NIEA, MC’s
for the event were Chance Rush and Raven
Morgan, who welcomed students ranging
from middle school, high school and col-
lege.

Morgan began the agenda with telling her
own educational story from her experience
in high school to gaining admission to the
University of Oklahoma (OU).

“It’s okay to try different things, some-
times it takes awhile even if you feel silly ...
there’s literally all sorts of things you can do
in school, don’t be afraid, even joining the
drama club at school we did musicals and
skits, but that ended up helping me when
people asked me to do things like this that
involve public speaking,” Morgan said.

Guest speakers for Thursday’s student
days included “Reservation Dogs” Lil Mike
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and Funny Bone, with the Pawnee Nation,
Michelle Mathews, Manager of the Oklaho-
ma City Thunder fan development and Hud
Oberly, with the Osage, Caddo and Coman-
che Nation.

Getting youth up and out of their seats,
excitement filled the room with chants and
dancing as Lil Mike and Funny Bone pre-
sented their songs for youth to enjoy as well
as shared motivational input from their ex-
perience as being entertainers and actors
from the hit TV series “Reservation Dogs.”

Other presenters that actively engaged
youth in wellness activities that included
games and arts and crafts, such as Jack Hed-
rick and Tommy Ghost Dog.

While various schools were in attendance
at NIEA, the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal
Youth Council also brought a group of youth
to participate.

In participating in the day’s events, youth
council member Alicia Hoffman, 16, said
what she liked most was meeting new peo-
ple.

“I got to meet people from out of state
and different tribes,” Hoffman said.

As her first time attending NIEA, Hoff-
man said she enjoyed getting to learn new
things.

“I liked Lil Mike and Funny Bone’s moti-
vational talk, like dreams don’t work unless
you do,” Hoffman said.

Tribal youth council member Phallyn
Guzman, 15, said she enjoyed participat-
ing in the games and especially the arts and
crafts.

“In participating in everything, I liked
whenever we was listening to Mike Bone
and telling us to not take short cuts and then
just work hard for what we have,” Guzman
said.

With Watonga High School, Julien Ro-
manNose, 17, said she liked being able to
spend time with others at the event.

“Just being able to hear everybody speak
about their lives and how it’s impacted them
and how it can impact us,” RomanNose said.

While there, RomanNose said the experi-
ence has been intriguing as she was able to
talk with colleges that had booths set up in
other rooms.

“I really liked when the first speaker
came and talked about how she got into OU
that seemed really cool, I’ve always kind of
considered OU, or just anywhere like that so

Tribal youth firom Watonga Public Schools participate in arts and crafts as part of a well-
ness activity at the National Indian Education Association’s annual conference. Pictured
I-r: Jade Littleman, Corley Youngbear, Julien RomanNose, Aubrey Bridges, Lina Black
and Kiah Black. (Photos / Latoya Lonelodge)

that was cool,” RomanNose
said.

Friday’s agenda included
speakers Darryl Tonemah,
Oklahoma City Lady Force
Football, Thunder Entertain-
ment and MC One and Shel-
by Mata, Ms. Native Ameri-
can USA.

With each year that NIEA
was held, Powell said the
goal of the convention is to
always share ideas and get
people together to have con-
versations.

“We’re not only sharing
ideas but generating ideas
about how to recuperate
what has been lost within
these communities and to
share ideas about how to lead
moving forward so it’s about
bringing people who care
about this, who have a great deal of expe-
rience in serving children in education and
getting them in the rooms together to gen-
erate great ideas, great practices, great pro-
cesses,” Powell said.

It’s also to inspire, to remind each other
that we are doing this together, Powell said.

Raven Morgan, Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ Higher
Education portal counselor, serves as the MC for the NIEA
student day, sharing her educational journey with tribal
youth.

“There’s great joy to be back together. 1
think that’s why the size of the convention
is so large this year, we purposely held it in
Oklahoma knowing this is the state that has
the real opportunity to lead in terms of il-
lustrating what education sovereignty looks
like,” Powell said.
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Latoya Lonelodge, Staff Reporter

(CONCHO, OK) On Sept. 29, 2022
a special session of the Ninth Legisla-
ture was called by Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Gov. Reggie Wassana in Concho,
Okla.

The public hearing portion of the
special session was called to order at
10:15 a.m., with invocation given by
Kendricks Sleeper. Present at roll call
was speaker A3 Travis Ruiz, Al Diane
Willis, A2 Kendricks Sleeper via zoom
call, C1 Bruce Whiteman, C2 George
Woods and C3 Darrell Flyingman. A4
Rector Candy was absent and C4 Byron
Byrd later joined the public hearing.

For the special session voting por-
tion that convened after the public hear-
ing, the five legislators present were A1l
Diane Willis, A3 Travis Ruiz, C1 Bruce
Whiteman, C2 George Woods and C4
Byron Byrd.

On the agenda, eleven items were to
be discussed and voted on:

A resolution to approve the nomina-
tion of Quintin RomanNose as a board
member for the Cheyenne and Arapaho
Health Board.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Gov. Reg-
gie Wassana said RomanNose, who is
a Cheyenne and Arapaho citizen from
Watonga, Okla., has been around for
a long time as he’s served as director
within various positions, including ed-
ucation as well as at Riverside Indian
School in Anadarko, Okla.

“He understands how the board runs
and what it takes to actually address
those programs, he’s local, he’s close,
it’s good whenever he gets here and gets
other board members together and they
meet, we felt he was a good part of the
board,” Wassana said.

Resolution number one passed with
a vote of 5 yes.

A resolution to approve the nom-
ination of Fred Koebrick as a board
member for the Cheyenne and Arapaho
Health Board.

Enrolled in the Caddo Nation from
El Reno, Okla., Koebrick retired from
Indian Health Services with 28 and a

U.S. House of

Natural Resources
Committee holds
listening session

(OKLAHOMA CITY)

Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune

Special Session of
the Ninth Legislature

half years’ experience.

Koebrick said his career in Indian
Health Service was mostly spent super-
vising facilities in Indian Health Ser-
vices in Oklahoma.

“My job in serving on the health
board really stems from my work in
Indian Health Service, although I enjoy
these managerial and oversight aspect
of running a facility, the thing I enjoyed
the most with Indian Health Service
was the advocacy for the health of tribal
citizens,” Koebrick said.

Resolution number two passed with
a vote of 5 yes.

A resolution to approve the nomina-
tion of Eddie Henry as a commissioner
for the Cheyenne and Arapaho Judicial
Commission.

With a background in criminal jus-
tice and in law enforcement, Henry
said the judicial commission is up and
running after losing a year due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“I would like to recoup that year
back, I would like to leave the commis-
sion better than I found it. To this day
we haven’t had anything that fits our
criteria for the judicial commission,
they’ve just been verbal complaints,
nothing that has been written and sub-
mitted to us through the post office,”
Henry said.

Henry said the commission is trying
to promulgate another policy to where
people can drop complaints off at the
courthouse and they be stamped in.

“I would like to continue doing the
job of being your commissioner for the
tribe, so far there’s three of us ... we’ve
been keeping in contact via telephone
due to COVID, I do get briefed by the
court clerk and court is going along ac-
cordingly,” Henry said.

Resolution number three passed with
a vote of 5 yes.

A resolution to approve the nomi-
nation of Chris Tallbear as Sand Creek
representative for the Cheyenne and
Arapaho Tribes.

Gov. Wassana asked for the title of
the resolution to be changed from Sand
Creek representative to National Park

The Native

American

Representative (NPR).

“We have three park services includ-
ing the Washita site, the Sand Creek
and Little Big Horn that we publicly
attend and we engage in and our repre-
sentatives are usually there all the time
at all three sites, if we would scratch
out Washita Battlefield and just leave
as NPR for the Cheyenne and Arapaho
Tribes, that would cover all the park
services,” Wassana said.

Resolution number four passed with
a vote of 5 yes.

A resolution to authorize the with-
drawal of funds in the JA 9095173 tribal
trust burial account from the Bureau of
Indian Affairs to the Tribe’s Treasury.

Gov. Wassana said the resolution
involves the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) and the accounts they have that
are needing to distribute monies be-
cause of the small amounts in the ac-
counts and have been left unattended
for years.

“Those have been in the accounts for
years and years and some have maybe
a couple hundred dollars, but those ac-
counts are sitting there ... the burial one
is what they want to draw out because
it’s been sitting there,” Wassana said.

Wassana said no one over the years
has withdrawn the money and BIA
wants the account cleaned.

“If it stays in there too long, they will
actually pull the money back and take it
away,” Wassana said.

Resolution number five passed with
a vote of 5 yes.

A resolution to recognize tribal offi-
cials authorized to receive information,
initiate disbursement, and provide in-
vestment instructions regarding Tribal
Trust Accounts.

A3 Travis Ruiz said the resolution
is amending a previous resolution that
was enacted to name certain individuals
who have provisions, the previous trea-
surer was removed from the language
and replaced with the current treasurer,
Easton Yellowfish, as well as adding the
general counsel attorney onto the reso-
lution.
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Evolution of the
Native American
Church

Submitted by Margaret Behan, Red Spider Woman

of Oklahoma.
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Cheyenne and Arapaho
Tribes
Storm Shelter Program

WHO QUALIFIES?
Enrolled Tribal Member Home
Owners who reside in the fol- 4 7
lowing Oklahoma counties: 4
Blaine, Beckham, Cana-
dian, Custer, Dewey, Ellis,
Kingfisher, Roger Mills, Washita,
Major and Woodward

PREFERENCE ORDER:
Wheelchair bound, physically handicapped, 55
years and older
All Remaining Tribal Citizens

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS:
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Certified Degree of
Indian Blood (CDIB)
Deed/Proof of Ownership in Applicant’s Name
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Title Status Report
(TSR)
APPLICATION DEADLINE DEC. 31, 2022
For Applications Call Mary Youngbull at

405-422-7525

On Oct. 5 U.S. House of
Natural Resources Com-
mittee staff held an in-per-
son listening session to hear
from tribal communities
about the challenges facing
their practice of ceremonies
and religion, and how the
American Indian Religious
Freedom Act (AIRFA)
can be strengthened. The
committee, in partnership
with the Native American
Church of North Ameri-
ca held the listening ses-
sion at the Oklahoma City
Convention Center during
the annual National Indi-
an Education Association’s
(NIEA) annual convention.

Attending the meeting
were LaRenda Morgan,
Cheyenne and Arapaho
Tribes Governor Affairs of-
ficer, Max Bear, Cheyenne
and Arapaho Tribes Tribal
Historic Preservation of-
ficer, Gordon Yellowman,
Cheyenne and Arapaho
Tribes Language & Culture
Program director.

For generations the fed-

eral government enacted
assimilationist policies pro-
hibiting tribal communities
from practicing their tradi-
tional religions, languages
and cultures. Despite the
First Amendment’s protec-
tions around the freedom
of religion, Indian Country
was barred from such pro-
tections until the passage of
AIRFA on Aug. 11, 1978.

AIRFA  protects the
rights of American Indians,
Alaska Natives and Na-
tive Hawaiians to practice
their traditional religions,
including access to sacred
sites, use and possession
of sacred objects and the
freedom to worship through
ceremony.

Church is not a single entity.
Since the formation of the
Native American Church in
Oklahoma in 1918, the Na-
tive American Church as di-
vided several times into vari-
ous official organizations.

The original Native
American Church in Oklaho-
ma was the mother church.
It advised and aided the in-
corporation of the Native
American Churches in other
states as legal affiliates, and
in 1934 amended its charter
to reflect this process.

In 1944 the Native Amer-
ican Church of Oklahoma
nationalized its name and
amended its charter to be-
come the Native American
Church of the United States
of America. A few years
later, because some Native
American Church leaders
from Oklahoma preferred the
traditional state organization,
without a national focus, the
Native American Church of
the United States of America
reinstated its original name,
the Native American Church

In 1946 because Texas
was where the peyote grows,
a Native American Church of
the United States of America
was established as an affil-
iate of the Native American
Church of Oklahoma. Five
well know leaders of the
Native American Church of
Oklahoma were the trustees,
Mack Haag, Cheyenne, Al-
fred Wilson, Cheyenne, Joe
Kaulaity, Kiowa, Truman W.
Dailey, Otoe and Frank Takes
Gun, Crow. In 1957, Claudio
and Amada Cardenas from
Texas were added to make a
total of seven trustees.

In 1950 a new charger
was obtained for the Native
American Church of the
United States of America,
without replacing the Native
American Church of Okla-
homa. In 1955 the Native
American Church of North
America developed as a re-
sult of expansion into Cana-
da. In 1957 because of great-
er interest on the part of the
Navajo Nation, the Native
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DISCLAIMER: Letters to the editor, opinions and commentaries do not reflect the views of the Tribune unless specified. Correspondence must be signed and include a return address and telephone number for ver-
ification, otherwise it will not be published. The Tribune reserves the right to edit letters for clarity and length. Submission of a letter does not guarantee its publication. Photographs, news stories or other materials in
this publication may not be reprinted without prior permission. Printed by Lindsay Web Press, Lindsay, Okla.
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dreds of lives that were brutally taken
here — men, women and children mur-
dered in an unprovoked attack. Stories
like the Sand Creek Massacre are not
easy to tell but it is my duty, our duty,
to ensure that they are told. This story is
part of America’s story.”

The expansion of the site was exciting
news for the governor of the Cheyenne
and Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma, who
also attended the ceremony.

“The Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes
are excited to see the additional 3,478
acres to the Sand Creek Massacre Na-
tional Historic Site which is providing
security for the protection of our sacred
site,” Gov. Reggie Wassana told CNN
via an email.

Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune

The historic site near Eads, Colo.
preserves the haunting landscape of the
Nov. 29, 1864, attack by a volunteer U.S.
Cavalry regiment. Troops swept into
a sleeping encampment of 750 Native
Americans along Sand Creek, killing
more than 230 Cheyenne and Arapaho,
most of them women, children and the
elderly.

The expedition ostensibly was to re-
taliate for Native American raids on
White settlers. Soldiers carried body
parts back to Denver in celebration. But
some commanders refused to attack, say-
ing Native leaders who believed they had
made peace with the U.S. commander of
nearby Fort Lyon tried to wave white
flags. Congress condemned leader Col.

John M. Chivington for an
unprovoked massacre.

Max Bear, the tribal
historic preservation offi-
cer for the Cheyenne and
Arapaho Tribes of Oklaho-
ma, welcomed Haaland’s
homage as sustaining the
storytelling mission he and
countless others have ded-
icated their lives to.

“We don’t want our
children and grandchil-
dren to fight an uphill bat-
tle to know what happened
to our folks,” said Bear, a
descendant of Cheyenne
Chief Black Whiteman,
who sought food and shel-
ter for the widowed and
the orphaned after the at-
tack.

Whiteman also signed
the Treaty of Medicine
Lodge in 1867, intended to
end retaliatory Indian raids
by forcibly settling Chey-
enne, Arapaho and other
tribes to reservations on
“Indian Territory” in what
is now Oklahoma, Bear
said.

“We weren’t at war.
You can’t call Sand Creek

Tsistsistas & Hinonoei

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Gov. Reggie Wassana and U.S. Secretary 0f Interior Deb
Haaland attend the ceremony expanding the Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site

by 3,478 acres. (Courtesy

a battle,” Bear said. “In
this time of book banning,
I think it’s more important
than ever that our history be
told correctly.”

Sand Creek was estab-
lished as a National Park
Service historic site in
2007. The service has col-
laborated with the Northern
Cheyenne of Montana, the
Northern Arapaho of Wyo-
ming and the Cheyenne and
Arapaho Tribes of Oklaho-
ma.

Tribal citizens and leaders from the Northern Arapaho
Tribe, Northern Cheyenne Tribe and the Cheyenne and
Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma attend the expansion ceremo-
ny of the Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site in

The new expansion also Colorado.
will preserve what Haaland

called one of the largest intact shortgrass
prairie ecosystems within the National
Park system.

In recent years, Colorado officials
have attempted redress.

State and U.S. officials are preparing
to rename Mount Evans, a prominent
Rocky Mountains peak named after Ter-
ritorial Governor John Evans, who re-
signed after the Sand Creek massacre.

Last year, Gov. Jared Polis rescind-
ed an 1864 proclamation by Evans that
called for citizens to kill Native Amer-
icans and take their property. In 2014,
Gov. John Hickenlooper apologized on

CASENO

CONCHO = CLINTON Q CANTON = WATONGA
CONCHO TRAVEL CENTER + HAMMORMN TRAVEL CENTER

CANTOMN

*WLTUHG.I.
@aat

CONCHO

N
* { CONCHO

the state’s behalf to tribal members on
the 150th anniversary of the massacre.

Tribal representatives, National Parks
Service Director Chuck Sams and Colo-
rado officials, including Hickenklooper,
now a U.S. senator, attended the ceremo-
ny.

Incorporating land from a private
seller, the expansion was financed by
the Land and Water Conservation Fund,
established by Congress in 1964, and
Great Outdoors Colorado, which invests
state lottery proceeds to wildland preser-
vation. The lands include significant ar-
chaeological remains and are considered
sacred by the tribes.
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SOVEREIGNTY RUN

continued from pg. 1

called an infringement of the
Olympic amateurism rules. It
was described as the first ma-
jor international sports scan-
dal of its time. Over a 100
years later, thanks to efforts
by Bright Path Strong and
the NCAI, Thorpe was rein-
stated as the sole winner of
the 1912 Olympic pentathlon
and decathlon held in Stock-
holm.

Welcoming in the dele-
gation was Cheyenne and
Arapaho Tribes Gov. Reggie
Wassana, Lt. Gov. Gib Miles,
and many tribal citizens as
well as Comanche Nation
Chairman Mark Woom-
mavovah, all who came to
not only welcome the Sover-
eignty Run 2022 delegation,
but to also participate in the
run.

“The Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes are honored and
privileged to host such an
event for a great cause. The
issues on tribal sovereign-
ty and the cause to educate
about sovereignty came
about because I think we feel
we are being stripped of our
natural born rights to govern
ourselves,” Gov. Wassana
said.

Part of those Tribal Sov-
ereignty rights involves pro-
tecting tribal children and
protecting ICWA, which has
been the law of the land for
Tribal Nations since Con-
gress enacted ICWA in 1978.

The United States Su-
preme Court has set oral ar-

Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ Gov. Reggie Wassana (r) and Lt. Gov. Gib Miles (1) gift
Fawn Sharp, president of the National Congress of American Indians with a blanket before
embarking on the next track of the 2022 Sovereignty Run on the lands of the Cheyenne and
Arapaho in Concho, Okla. (Photos / Rosemary Stephens)

guments for Nov. 9, 2022 in
the case of Haaland v. Brack-
een, to determine the con-
stitutionality of ICWA. The
Supreme Court will decide
whether the ICWA place-
ment preferences violate the
U.S. Constitution. Their de-
cision could potentially harm
Native children and their
families, including threaten-
ing the future of Tribal Na-
tions.

“On June 29 of this year
the United States Supreme
Court issued a decision that
was a direct attack on Tribal
Sovereignty, and like many
tribal leaders before us, we
cannot let that decision go

unanswered. Twenty years
ago, we ended a Sovereignty
Run on the steps of the Su-
preme Court and rallied for
Tribal Sovereignty,” Sharp
shared on a video released
Sept. 21, 2022.

“We are going to gather
again, at ground zero of sov-
ereignty attacks in Oklahoma
for a 20" anniversary Sover-
eignty Run 2022.”

Along with Sharp, Phred-
die Lane Lummi Nation,
House of Tears Carver
merged their Totem Pole
journey with the Sovereignty
Run, and joining the delega-
tion was Dedra Darling of
Bright Path Strong.

“This will be the only
journey this totem makes,
and we are so honored to be
here for the first time coming
through Oklahoma. This is
that sacred moment right here
with our relatives, with those
we commune with, and that
we have a sacred obligation
to see them (bison) to come
back like we hope to see our
salmon come back. Thank
you to everyone here, to all
the runners, to Gov. Wassa-
na, to President Sharp, just
thank you,” Lane said while
in the midst of the Cheyenne
and Arapaho Tribes’ bison
herd for a blessing of the to-
tem pole.

TRIBAL COUNCIL

The Sovereignty Run 2022 delegation, guests and Gov. Reggie Wassana gather together to bless the totem pole
brought by the House of Tears Carvers of Lummi Nation. The Sovereignty Run is the only journey the totem pole
will make, and its first time being in Oklahoma.

continued from pg. 1

107 for Blackbear.

Nominations for tribal
council secretary resulted in
Bobbie Hamilton winning
with a vote of 126 for Hamil-
ton, 78 for Debra Woolworth
and 81 for Kayty Curtis.

In maintaining quorum
throughout the duration of
the meeting, all items on the
agenda were discussed and
voted on.

On the agenda, 16 reso-
lutions were discussed and
voted on:

A resolution to select a
Tribal Council coordinator.

From the floor, a motion
was made by Leslie Wandrie
to add an amendment to the
resolution regarding the du-
ties of the Tribal Council co-
ordinator.

“What I would like to add
in the amendment is the trib-
al council shall represent the
tribal council branch of gov-
ernment and advocate for its
members, the tribal council
shall provide a list and status
of each current and former
tribal council resolutions, a
list of the resolutions shall
be published in the Tribal
Tribune and placed on the
Cheyenne and Arapaho trib-
al council branch of govern-
ment’s website for public re-
view,” Wandrie said.

Wandrie said the reason-
ing for the amendment is be-
cause tribal council resolu-
tions are not being enforced.

“All the branches of gov-
ernment are not enforcing
any of our tribal council res-
olutions,” Wandrie said.

A call for the vote to make
an amendment to the resolu-
tion resulted in 216 votes for
yes, 65 no and 27 abstain.

Candidates running for
Tribal Council coordinator

were incumbent Jennifer
Bailey, Okeesha Davis and
Jacquelyn Smith.

After the call for the vote
on the selection of Tribal
Council coordinator, Bailey
won with a vote of 176, Da-
vis had 6 votes and 132 votes
for Smith.

A resolution to establish
a policy for Tribal Council
Resolutions.

“It’s a policy for past res-
olutions, the biggest com-
plaint I get as the coordinator
is that none of these resolu-
tions are picked up by your
legislature and the executive
office, so this will allow the
tribal council coordinator
to put these items that are
passed on the agenda,” Bai-
ley said.

This item passed with a
vote of 220 yes, 45 no and 23

abstaining.

A resolution for casino
employee paid cultural leave.

“I had a group of casino
people, they didn’t want to
be known but I'll speak for
them, I put this resolution
in for them, some of them
felt like they’ll get retaliat-
ed against whenever they do
take their leave because of
their non-tribal supervisors
or management, also when
they do take their leave it’s
not paid or they have to take
vacation time,” Bailey said.

In requesting the casino’s
policy, Bailey said it was an
old policy.

“It’s a really old policy,
there’s nothing in there about
paid cultural leave, the tribal
government has it, our casino
employees they’re the most
vulnerable employees that
we have, that’s why I’m here
for them ... there’s stuff go-
ing on like the tribal council
is not authorized to do that,
we set policy for the tribe,
I’'m just asking you all, you
have family members that
work at the casino, every-
body knows how the casino
works,” Bailey said.

Andy Rednose, COO for
Lucky Star Casinos said he’s
against the resolution.

“Fifty percent of all our

employees are tribal citi-
zens, that being said if Tribal
Council wants us to pay our
employees to go we are go-
ing to be shutting down ca-
sinos during our ceremonies,
we’re operating a business
we cannot pay all employees
to take off for an entire week
.. we would love to pay our
employees to go to these cer-
emonies, but we’re going to
shut down we can’t operate
without 50 percent of our
employees,” Rednose said.

This item passed with a
vote of 206 yes, 80 no and 23
abstaining.

A resolution for casino
gaming licensing fees to be
paid by the casino.

In reading the resolution,
Bailey said Cheyenne and
Arapaho employees have
requested there be a policy
set for gaming licensing fees
to be paid for yearly by the
casino,

“Many Cheyenne and
Arapaho casino employees
have not been given raises
since the Wassana adminis-
tration took office and are
requesting their yearly $200
gaming license fee to be paid
by the casino,” she said.

The resolution, as it reads,
would only pay for enrolled
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By Latoya Lonelodge / Photos by Steve Wheeler

Trinity Maley, Clinton High School

Stepping up for a challenge, Trinity Maley, 18, is looking
to make an impression her senior year of softball.

Born in Weatherford, Okla., and raised mostly in Clinton,
Okla., Maley began playing softball her sophomore year of
high school when she decided she wanted to follow in her
step-dad’s steps.

“My step-dad, Tommy Trout, he’s a softball player and
we’d go to all his tournaments,” Maley said.

While she played her sophomore year, Maley took a break
her junior year and is back on the field for her senior year of
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school.

“I like being a part of the team,” Maley said.

In being a part of a team, Maley said her inspiration to
play comes from her friends, Morgandee and Lauren, who
also played softball.

“They were really good outfielders and hitters,” Maley
said.

Through the week, Maley finds herself practicing daily
from the time she gets out of school and practicing into the
evening time.

“We practice in the outfield and then we go in the barn to
practice hitting,” Maley said.

And through practices, Maley said her goals for the sea-
son involve getting better at making dives and catches during
game time.

“Getting better by going all out at practice like it’s a
game,” Maley said.

Along with softball, Maley also plays soccer and is a part
of the cheerleading team. In staying busy on and off the field
for her senior year, Maley has maintained a 2.5 GPA in school.

Maley said she wants to be remembered as a player who
never gives up.

“Trying your best and never giving up whenever you have
a bad day or when times are hard,” Maley said.

Nearing the end of the softball season, Clinton softball ad-
vanced to class 4A regionals to face-off against Lone Grove
on Oct. 6. However, when Clinton fell short 0-6, it was still a
win in and of itself as it was the first time Clinton softball had
made it to regionals in years.

“Winning to go to regionals was big because they haven’t
won since 2013,” Maley said.

In being a part of the experience and having the opportuni-
ty to make it to regionals, Maley said playing softball makes

Tsistsistas & Hinonoei

her feel eager to win.

“It makes me feel good,” Maley said.

With striving to make an impression on the field, Maley
said she’s really had to work on coming out of her shell the
most this season.

Because I’'m really shy, Maley said.

And coming out of her shell was important for Maley.

“It’s helped me open up and just be louder for the team,”
Maley said.

In playing softball, Maley said what she hoped to accom-
plish the most is understanding the game more.

“It’s taught me what it means to be a team,” Maley said.

After her expected graduation date of May 2023, Maley
plans to attend Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colo., and
study business administration.

Maley's parents are Gina Esparza and Asa Maley. Maley
has four siblings. Her maternal grandmother is Clarice Es-
parza and her great-grandparents are the late Ruth Littler-
aven and Tennyson Goodblanket.

SPECIAL SESSION

continued from pg. 3

“It’s nothing more than a minimum
form of communication to get that in-
formation so we can put it on a reso-
lution so people like Easton can have
authority,” Hershel Gorham, tribal at-
torney said.

Gov. Wassana said Gorham looks
at all documents to verify if they’re
legal and a lot of times they’ll give
him information and ask him to give
the information.

“A lot of times we’ll ask and make
sure it’s done properly, we’ll have
Hershel to conduct that transaction
or to make sure that transaction goes
to where it supposed to go to, it’s just
another form of what we have is done
right, if me or Lt. Gov. Gib Miles ar-
en’t here, he can at least make sure,
I’11 ask did the money get there,” Was-
sana said.

Wassana said Gorham is another
person to verify and make sure all
documents are there and are done
right.

“We have somebody to say yes, it’s
accurate and we’ll put it out publicly,”
Wassana said.

When Al Diane Willis asked if
Gorham could be removed from the
resolution, Gov. Wassana agreed.

“You have a treasurer that has ac-
countants that work under him (Yel-
lowfish), they’re the ones that are sup-
posed to be checking the checks and
balances. If he missed anything they
would catch it,” Willis said.

Resolution number six passed after
the removal of Gorham’s name, with
a vote of 5 yes.

A resolution to amend resolution
9L-SS-2022-0518-002 — a resolution
to authorize Governor Wassana or
other designee to execute any and all
documents with BancFirst.

Ruiz said the resolution was sub-
mitted by the governor’s office with
the addition of the last whereas, to in-
clude the Lucky Star CFO Stephanie
Black along with Easton Yellowfish,
Treasurer, Gov. Wassana and Lt. Gov.
Gib Miles. It also adds Lucky Star Ca-
sinos to the last ‘be it finally resolved’
on the resolution alongside the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes in regards to
BancFirst and depositing funds.

“When we were setting up these
accounts, BancFirst wanted some-
thing with the casino on there because
we just put the tribes, they want to set
up their accounts and start their ac-
counts, BancFirst wanted them on the
resolution so we added them on this
one,” Wassana said.

Resolution number seven passed
with a vote of 5 yes.

A resolution to appropriate

$195,000 to the Department of Busi-
ness for a system design for the USDA
Rural E-Connectivity Program Grant
and a resolution to approve the sub-
mission for the FY 2022 Rural E-Con-
nectivity Program

Lorna Carter, acting executive di-
rector for the Dept. of Business said
resolutions eight and nine go hand in
hand.

“Basically what we’re looking at is
a broadband grant, as many are aware
there’s a lot of federal funding coming
down for broadband and so the tribes
have initially invested in three cellular
towers currently, we’ve also applied
for the NTIA grant but in order to do
so, we have a EBS spectrum that has
requirements, 40% by 2024 and then
80% by 2028,” Carter said.

Carter said they will have to have
additional funding and have the have
the abilities or they lose that spectrum.
With pursuing grants in this case, $25
million is being pursued in the grant.
One of the requirements, in order to
apply, for the grant is to do the design.

“The design is to plan out the entire
counties and provide broadband and
see what is needed to connect tribal
members to the wireless broadband
out in the nine counties,” Tori Cas-
tleberry, project manager for Dept. of
Business said.

“We’re basically paying for this
design to be done and say this is how
we’re going to build the system out
in order to have this broadband con-
nectivity throughout nine counties,”
Carter said.

Castleberry said one of the appli-
cation requirements is having a design
to submit.

With the purpose of the grant be-
ing to develop broadband infrastruc-
ture to provide broadband availability
throughout the nine-county jurisdic-
tion of the tribes, C3 Darrell Flying-
man suggested servicing all 11 coun-
ties and Carter agreed for 11 counties
to be included in the resolution.

Resolution number eight and num-
ber nine both passed with a vote of 5
yes.

A resolution to appropriate up to
$400,000 and approve a contract with
Wheeler Feeders for bison growing
and finishing operations.

“This resolution is being present-
ed, as we discussed, it was original-
ly $750,000 based on discussions we
had with the Wheeler and Feed lot,
we’re going to look at some other
options, sending 500 bison over 10
months because we’re basically at a
position where we’re overpopulated
for bison and so what we’re going to

look at is ideally what bison we can
send,” Carter said.

According to the resolution, an es-
timated 500 bison will be transported
to the Wheelers Feeders lot for grow-
ing and finishing.

“We can grow and basically finish
them so they can be sold and pro-
cessed, we’re going to start the pro-
cess because what we’ve done so far,
we got bison, we got many donations
but we haven’t really sold and pro-
cessed any, we’ve donated some here
and there but never really had a con-
tinual process,” Carter said.

Carter said the population con-
sists of over 800 bison head with only
2,000 acres in the Concho, Okla.,
area, leaving only two and a half acres
per bison unit.

“We need at least eight acres per
bison unit, so 6,000 acres is what we
need to properly keep them healthy
and keep them fed, be able to grow
and get them to a proper weight that
we can sale and process,” Carter said.

Resolution number 10 passed with
a vote of 4 yes and 1 no.

A resolution to amend resolution
#8L-SS-2021-1104-003 authorize the
Governor to submit an application to
the Bureau of Indian Affairs to place
title to 79.21 acre tract in Woodward,
Okla.

In resubmitting and amending the
resolution, Gorham said originally the
land was surveyed correctly.

“We resubmitted the BIA trust
application the first time a couple
months ago, the bureau disagreed
with us. We stated in the application
and the resolution that the land was
contiguous to our reservation bound-
aries, their definition of contiguous is
that it line up right next to it but it’s
actually 37 miles away from the most
southern boundary and we asked them
to obtain an impeding solicitor, which
solicitor said yes it’s off the reserva-
tion.

Gorham said the application had to
be resubmitted as an off-reservation
trust application instead of an on-res-
ervation application.

“Because of that I had to change
some of the language within the res-
olution that removed continuous and
included a couple of the statutes that
include the authorization section,”
Gorham said.

Ruiz said, “this is a resolution to
help get this land into trust, so that’s
good.”

The resolution passed with a vote
of 5 yes.

The special session adjourned at
2:24 p.m.

NAC

continued from pg. 3

American Church of Nava-
joland was formed.

The Native American
Church of Oklahoma is the
original body. Three other
organizations have evolved
from it, the Native Amer-
ican Church of the United
States of America, the Native
American Church of North
America and the Native
American Church of Nava-
joland. There are also many
small independent churches
without any national organi-
zational affiliation.

Those who came before
us did everything they could
to make peace with all par-

ties throughout this evolving
process so that our freedom
of religion could be main-
tained. The founders had no
money, no legal resources
and no political connections.
Their motivations were pure-
ly spiritual. Unfortunately,
we are currently facing ma-
jor internal struggles related
to money and power in var-
ious parts of North America.
We must continue to show
respect to those who made
it possible for us to stand
where we are today by con-
ducting ourselves in a holy
manner at all times.

What Should | Drink?

Raven Bramlett

Healthy Lifestyle Program Specialist

WELT

With so many beverage
options out there, it is hard
to decide what you actual-
ly “should” drink. Com-
panies market their bever-
ages to resemble healthy
alternatives to  water.
However, are they actually
good for you?

Here are four tips to
help you quench your
thirst without adding un-
necessary sugar and calo-
ries.

Drink at least 64 ounces
of water daily. I know that
seems like a lot to some of
us, but it is necessary to
keep our bodies and minds
in optimal shape. Actually,
new research shows that
you should drink between
half an ounce and an ounce
of water for each pound
you weigh. For example,
if you weigh 200 pounds,
that would be 100 — 200
ounces each day.

Drink nutrition-rich
dairy. Calcium is known
to lower blood pressure,
build muscle mass, as well
as maintain healthy bones

Diabetes Wellness Program

and teeth. Watch for hid-
den sugar in your dairy
(flavored milk).

Drink only 100% juice.
One hundred percent fruit
juice contains many im-
portant vitamins and nu-
trients but contains a lot of
natural sugar. Whole fruits
and vegetables are a better
way to get these nutrients
and the added fiber will
help you feel fuller longer.
Try not to consume more
than 4-6 ounces of fruit
juice a day.

Drink all other bever-
ages in moderation. Soft
drinks, fancy coffees, teas,
and even many energy
drinks can contain an enor-
mous amount of sugar,
calories, and caffeine. Al-
coholic drinks are packed
with empty calories and
are nutrition dense.

Always check labels
before you drink. If there
is no label, check the com-
pany’s website.

If you feel like you
must drink one of these
beverages, share it with a
friend.

Remember do all things
in moderation.

Source:  https://www.
eatright.org/health/well-
ness/your-overall-health/
nutrition-info-about-bev-
erages
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Arapaho Artists: Past and Present

By Dee Cordry, author of Children of White Thunder

Family of Carl Sweezy from I-r: Charles E. Sweezy hold-
ing artwork by Carl Sweezy depicting the peyote ceremony;
Roderick S. Sweezy Sr., Angie Sweezy holding The Arapaho
Way by Althea Bass and illustrated by Carl Sweezy; and Mi-
chael E. Sweezy. (Photo / Dee Cordry)

Mennonite missionaries sought
to civilize the Cheyenne and
Arapaho by converting them
to Christianity. Wattan then at-
tended the Mennonite Mission
Boarding School in Halstead,
Kansas. While attending the
school in Halstead, Wattan was
given the name Carl Sweezy.
Carl completed his education at
the Mennonite school in 1895.
In 1896-1897 Carl attended
the Carlisle Indian Industrial
School in Pennsylvania, which
was known for its assimilation
policy. Carl also attended school
in Chilocco, Okla.

In 1891 while Carl was
in school in Halstead, the US
government imposed the allot-
ment system on the Cheyenne
and Arapaho. The fraudulent
process involved a list of adult
tribal men who approved of the
allotment proposal. The name
of 10-year-old Carl Sweezy ap-
peared on that list. In later years
Carl described allotment as the

The Arapaho family of Hi-
nan-ba-seth, or Big Man, lived
in a lodge near the Cheyenne
and Arapaho agency at Darling-
ton, Indian Territory. His wife
was Bear Woman. Their son
Wattan was born in 1881. Big
Man was a tribal elder at the
time of Wattan’s birth. On dis-
play in the family lodge were
Big Man’s shield, medicine
bundle and a painting on hide
or cloth depicting his military
accomplishments. The details
of his war exploits are unknown
but may have involved battle
with US soldiers and/or other
plains Indian tribes. In the 1851
Horse Creek Treaty (also known
as the Ft. Laramie Treaty) three
men were chosen to represent
the Arapaho, including Neb-ni-
bah-seh-it, who may have been
known as Big Man. Perhaps he
was the father of Wattan.

By 1888 Wattan was en-
rolled in the Mennonite Mis-
sion school at Darlington. The

“end” of the traditional Arapaho
way of life.

Carl became interested in
drawing and painting while at-
tending school. A teacher en-
couraged the advancement of
his artistic abilities and intro-
duced him to watercolors. He
used house paint and created
his own paint using particular
soil mixed with animal fat. He
made his own paint brushes
from horsehair. Some of his
early work was drawn on butch-
er paper. As a boy Carl lived
among Cheyenne and Arapaho
elders. He visited their lodges
and listened to their stories of
pre-reservation life. They spoke
of warfare and buffalo hunts.
Carl learned about their disap-
pearing way of life. He observed
and took part in tribal dances
and ceremonies. It was different
from the formal education of the
mission schools and his artwork
did not depict mission school
life. Carl’s artwork was about
Arapaho history.

In the 1890s ethnologist
James Mooney worked with
Kiowa artists to document and
preserve Kiowa culture. Some
of those Kiowa artists were pris-
oner of war survivors of the Ft.
Marion military prison in St.
Augustine, Fla. In 1902 Mooney
began a study of Cheyenne and
Arapaho culture with a focus on
tipi and shield design. He inter-
viewed tribal citizens who de-
scribed their own tipi and shield
designs. Mooney’s interpreters
were Robert Burns and Paul
Boynton. Mooney selected Carl
Sweezy to draw illustrations
based on the verbal descriptions.
Carl was the perfect choice for
the job. The tribal citizens who

were interviewed may have
been some of the same elders
Carl listened to as a boy in the
1880s. He may have worked
together with Cheyenne artists
who were prisoner of war survi-
vors of Ft. Marion. In 1904 Carl
also replicated Cheyenne ledger
art directly from an original led-
ger book seized in 1876 by US
soldiers. The ledger book was
called “Picture Book Captured
at Mackenzie Fight 1876 which
referred to an attack on Dull
Knife’s village. The tablet of
Carl’s replica drawings is in the
Smithsonian’s National Anthro-
pological Archives and is avail-
able to view online. Carl’s work
for Mooney resulted in a unique
style recognized for accuracy
and detail. He soon began to sell
his paintings. His work became
known as the “American Indian
fine art movement.”

Carl had received years
of Christian instruction in the
Mennonite schools; however,
the Christian influence did not
replace the traditional Arapa-
ho spiritual practices which he
learned as a boy. In the 1880s
the Arapaho learned of the
peyote religion from the Kio-
wa. Carl observed the peyote
ceremonies, in addition to Sun
Dances and the Ghost Dance.
Recognizing the similarities
between traditional Arapaho
spiritual practices and the pey-
ote ceremonies, Carl chose to
follow the path of the peyote re-
ligion. He, Cleaver Warden, and
Paul Boynton coined the phrase
Native American Church which
was incorporated in 1918 and
still exists today. Carl’s brother
Frank also became a member of
the Native American Church.
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Roderick S. Sweezy Sr., Frank’s
descendant, is a Native Ameri-
can Church board member. His
son Heartsill J. Sweezy is cur-
rently vice chairman of the Na-
tive American Church, State of
Oklahoma. Roderick’s mother
Mary was a descendant of Sand
Creek Massacre survivors. Both
of Roderick’s sons are skilled
craftsmen who create ceremo-
nial fans.

Over the years Carl worked
as a farmer or dairyman at Rainy
Mountain, St. Patrick’s Mission
School and Concho. Michael
Sweezy, his grandson, attend-
ed school at St. Patrick’s and
observed a collection of Carl’s
artworks stored in an attic. Har-
vey Pratt, son of Arapaho full
blood Oscar Pratt, also attended
school at St. Patrick’s. Harvey
found Carl Sweezy’s artwork in
the attic and immediately recog-
nized Carl’s distinctive style of
painting. Harvey and his broth-
er Charles became award-win-
ning artists. Ann, their mother,
spoke several languages. Her
grandparents survived the Sand
Creek Massacre. Harvey and
Charles understood the signifi-
cance of Carl Sweezy’s lifetime
of preserving Arapaho culture.
Charles Pratt spoke about Carl
with his daughter Laketa and
with Carl’s grandson Michael
Sweezy. Laketa Pratt and Na-

than Pratt, Harvey’s son, are
artists.

Award-winning Arapaho
artist Brent Learned grew up in
an atmosphere of art and Native
American history. His father
John was an award-winning
sculptor and his mother Juanita
Howling Buffalo owned Carl
Sweezy paintings. Juanita en-
couraged Brent to “paint your
people, give them a voice they
did not have.” Juanita’s ances-
tors were survivors of Sand
Creek and Washita, and Juan-
ita was a survivor of boarding
school abuse, having been pun-
ished for speaking her Native
language. Rose Howling Buffa-
lo, Brent’s grandmother, did not
speak English, and an interpret-
er was needed when Juanita was
born. Brent’s artwork is known
for accuracy and authenticity.
He has depicted the Sand Creek
Massacre in paintings and a mu-
ral. Brent owns Carl Sweezy art-
work in his personal collection.

Arapaho artwork, past and
present, is significant. Arapaho
families such as Sweezy, Pratt,
and Learned continue to pre-
serve culture through historical-
ly accurate art, crafts, language,
and spiritual ceremonies. Carl
Sweezy’s influence is still felt
today, and the influence of all
Arapaho artists will be felt in the
years ahead.
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Happy Birthday
Bryan Sevenstar!
Oct. 6th
May you be blessed with

many more to come
Wwe love you from your
wife and family!

Love, mom and dad

Healthy Homes Maintenance Chechfist

Happy 10" and 14
Birthday to our beautiful

Michelle Hamilton &
Kynadee Hamilton
We love you to the moon

Fosephina Marie Yiopes 2na tBisthaay Danece
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Don’t miss your copy of
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Send address changes to
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KYLE MILLER JR GRADUATION DANCE
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2022

ERC BUILDING
coNcho oK
GOURD DANCE:
2:00PM
SUPPER: S:30PM

HE: HAROLD BUGE NECOMNIE
HMDO: HENRY ELKRIVER WHITESHUNK
HLD: HOLLY SHERIDARN
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continued from pg. 5

I feel truly blessed when
I think about people, plac-
es and things I have expe-
rienced in my life, I love
going to the sundance
grounds, every summer for
our ceremony. Just waking
up early in the morning,
with the camp crier telling
every one to wake up and
get ready for the new day.
The smell of campfires ear-
ly in the morning to me is a
blessing, there is no better
smell in the whole world,
mainly with the sun just
now coming up. I used to
travel around a lot reading
my stories, one time my
brother Alex Warden drove
me to Ocalla, Fla., and on
my way home I noticed we
were on empty. When I told
Alex, he said we’ll make it
okay. I said Alex it’s pitch
black outside and we’re
in Georgia and way out in
the middle of the south. He

said let’s just put our lives
in God’s hands, I said okay
but all we have are Wal-
Mart gas cards because
neither one of us had told
our banks that we would
be traveling, well after 30
more miles we see lights
over the next hill and it
was a Wal-Mart with gas
pumps. He had faith, where
I had doubts he said let’s
gas up and case up (diet
pop) and head home. It’s
brothers, well people like
Alex who make me feel
blessed to have had them in
my life. As old as I am, I'm
still learning from my son
Edmond and brother Albert
Grayeagle. Ed Wilson and
commander Flyingman are
very informative on a lot
of matters. If people think
about it, we are all blessed
to have friends in our lives.
Matheson Hamilton
El Reno, Okla.

Cheyenne and Arapaho employees
annual gaming licenses and ex-
clude other casino employees.

“I believe it is a false statement
to say casino employees haven’t
had any raises since our adminis-
tration came in, we give 6% bonus-
es at the end of the year, no other
company does that, so employees
do get an increase, but they get it
in the form of a bonus all at once at
the end of the year,” Wassana said.

The resolution passed with a
vote of 191 yes, 95 no and 16 ab-
staining.

A resolution to approve the
2023 Tribal Budget.

Moving into discussion, Pete
Salinas stated he was against the
budget.

“On the constitution it states
the annual budget shall include all
revenue and funds controlled by
the tribes including gaming rev-
enue and all revenue and funds
received by the tribes from any
and all sources ... the budget we
have now is not complete we don’t
know how much money we have to
spend,” Salinas said.

Reggie Wassana said the bud-
gets are an estimate.

“I can’t tell you exactly what
the casinos are going to exactly
make, we do it off of historical
costs ... we estimate there’s 46 or
47 billion that we will make, we
distribute throughout the programs
that’s what the budget is, some
are grant monies that come from
the government, when we ask the
programs for budgets and it comes
up to 56 million we have to work
it down to 46 million because we
feel comfortable from the previ-
ous year that’s what we’re going to
make,” Wassana said.

A motion was made by Wandrie
to add an amendment to the tribal
council budget.

“The budget on the tribal coun-
cil, there’s no legal fees and I have
a feeling we’re going to be going
to court to get our tribal council
resolutions honored and enforced
by all branches of government and
I would like to add an amendment
to the tribal council budget for le-
gal fees,” Wandrie said.

The amendment to add a line

item for legal fees in the tribal
council budget for $500,000 did
not pass with a vote of 117 yes, 139
no and 33 abstaining.

After the motion did not pass,
the original resolution to approve
the 2023 budget was voted on. The
2023 budget failed to pass with a
vote of 132 yes, 152 no and 15 ab-
staining.

Stated in Article V, Section
2(a) the Constitution provides the
Tribal Council exclusive power to
approve the annual budget for the
tribes; provided that if the Tribal
Council fails to approve or disap-
prove the annual budget within 30
days of receipt of the annual bud-
get as approved in the legislative
process, then the annual budget
shall be deemed approved. With
the Tribal Council voting to dis-
approve the 2023 budget, it seems
likely there will be a future special
Tribal Council meeting called to
address the 2023 budget for the
tribes.

A resolution for a policy limit-
ing the spending of the Governor
and Legislature.

“I’m for this bill because every
administration in the past has made
incredibly large purchases and for
it to affect us as a tribe and us not
have a voice in it, I think is incred-
ibly wrong because it affects us all
whether we agree with it or not we
should have a voice in that saying
whether we’re for it or against it,”
Robert Goodbear, author of the
resolution said.

This item passed with a vote of
105 yes, 61 no and 12 abstaining.

A resolution requiring tribal
council approval on spending of
tribal funds.

“I wrote this resolution because
of what had happened with the
$15 million spending, everybody
knows that we had to call a special
tribal council meeting so we could
attempt to repeal the resolution
that authorized 15 million, I don’t
think the executive office should
leave us out with what’s going on
with our money,” Leah Borrows,
author of the resolution said.

This item passed with a vote of
116 yes, 57 no and 9 abstaining.

A resolution to amend the travel

card policy for tribal council meet-
ings.

Author of the resolution, Bailey
said the past resolution was passed
in April.

“This was to provide transpor-
tation cards for our people that
live out of the area, more than 200
miles, I put this in because the
original resolution that was passed
was using the HOPE 2015 gas
guidelines that they used, well this
year they actually modified that
and added $50 more,” Bailey said.

This item passed with a vote of
139 yes, 33 no and 10 abstaining.

A resolution requiring the gov-
ernor to conduct a forensic audit.

“I authored this because there
was consistently demands for a
forensic audit and a forensic audit
will trace down all the receiving
of funds and the disbursement of
funds, going back years from what
I understand that they never closed
the books and that means when
they don’t close the books, month-
ly, yearly, you can go back and
make adjustments, they have nev-
er closed the books in six years,”
Burrows said.

In response, Wassana said when
they prepare and ask for audits to
get done, that they go with what-
ever decision is made by auditors.

“If something isn’t right, the
auditor will notify that these things
need to be adjusted, I’'m not for
sure what closed book and open
book is because we usually just get
the word from auditors and that’s
what we use,” Wassana said.

The last forensic audit was con-
ducted during former governor
Darrell Flyingman’s administra-
tion costing approximately $1mil-
lion dollars.

This item passed with a vote of
125 yes, 43 no and 10 abstaining.

A resolution requiring signature
notary on absentee ballots.

“Because of the last election
there was some questions called
about the absentee ballots, so I
based my resolution off the state
Oklahoma absentee ballot require-
ments, they do require a notary and
I think that would ensure the integ-
rity, meaning when no one is look-
ing you’re doing the right thing,

that we get who is actually voting
and sending the ballots in, there’s
no cheating, there’s no suspicion,”
Borrows said.

This item passed with a vote of
129 yes, 31 no and 7 abstaining.

Acresolution to enforce the Elder
Care increase previously passed.

Bailey said the resolution was
passed before in 2016.

The resolution states the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes Elder
Care program shall increase the
monthly check amount from $150
to $300.

“The tribal elders request an
amendment to the added regard-
ing a cost-of-living adjustment
to be implemented at the begin-
ning of each year, the definition
of cost of living adjustment is the
more things cost the more money
is needed to pay for them,” Bailey
said.

Bailey said the cost of living
has risen 23% since the first reso-
lution was petitioned in 2016.

This item passed with a vote of
139 yes, 29 no and 2 abstaining.

A resolution establishing ser-
vices to everyone.

“I’m for this resolution, I can’t
tell you how many times I called
the tribe just to be told you’re out
of district we can’t help you ... I
can understand there’s some stuff
the tribe can’t do, I don’t expect
them to mail me a box of food ev-
ery three months but if I’'m needing
rental assistance or I’'m a tribal el-
ders living outside of the district,
why shouldn’t T be entitled to
services that my tribe provides to
living in district, we’re all counted
as tribal members whether we get
gaming checks or grants from the
government,” Goodbear said.

This item passed with a vote of
114 yes, 39 no and 9 abstaining.

A resolution to provide services
to new enrollees.

“This pretty much states, even
as a tribe discussing lowering the
blood quantum since I was a child,
I’m now going to be 38, for various
departments to say, we don’t have
a plan, to me this is unacceptable,
they’ve known this was going to
happen eventually sooner or later,”
Goodbear said.

Regardless of the blood quan-
tum, Goodbear said all members
are entitled.

“If we took the vote to lower
it why shouldn’t anybody that’s
one-eighth, regardless we’re all
members of the same tribe, yes
it’s going to cost more money but
they’re entitled to it just like we
are,” Goodbear said.

This item passed with a vote of
106 yes, 39 no and 6 abstaining.

A resolution for the health board
to plan a larger El Reno IHS clinic.

A motion was made by Bailey
to table the resolution due to the
author not being present.

The vote to table the resolution
passed with a result of 126 yes, 10
no and 13 abstaining.

A resolution for the election
commission candidacy filings re-
garding Gov. Wassana.

Reading the resolution, Salinas
said the governor and It. governor
shall receive reasonable compen-
sation as established by law, no in-
crease or decrease in compensation
for the governor or lt. governor
shall take effect until after the next
general election except for applica-
ble cost of living increases.

“I authored this resolution, what
it means essentially is once you set
that salary, before the previous
governor’s elected, that they can-
not change unless small cost of liv-
ing adjustments,” Salinas said.

This item passed with a vote of
100 yes, 44 no and 11 abstaining.

A resolution for tribal business
hours to be set.

“To me the tribes close way too
often for just any reason and you
hear people say we need to run
like a business, but we can’t just
be closing for anything and every-
thing. Yes, employees deserve time
off and they deserve holidays off
but if you work for any other busi-
ness and you request time off that
business would say do you have
time to cover that, if you don’t you
need to come in,” Goodbear said.

This item passed with a vote of
92 yes, 61 no and 4 abstaining.

On the agenda, resolution num-
ber 17 was withdrawn.

The tribal council meeting ad-
journed at 3:30 p.m.
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Clarence Black died Sept.
23, 2022, at St. Anthony
Hospital in Oklahoma City,
at 69 years of age.

Clarence was born April
16, 1953 in Oklahoma. He
made his home in El Reno
and worked in landscaping.

He is survived by his
children, Billie Black of
El Reno, Oliver Black of
Vian, Mary Kenney and Ju-
lius Black both of El Reno,
James Black, Braun Black,
Clay Black, and Dake Black
all of Oklahoma City, Leslie
Draper of Seiling, Katina
Draper of Tahlequah, Flor-
ence Ochoa of Oklahoma

City, Darcell Akeen of Hin-
ton, and Anthony Black of
Anadarko; brother, Darrell
Medicine Elk of Enid; sis-
ters, Rosie Ward of Oklaho-
ma City and Juanita Medi-
cine Elk of Atlanta, GA, 19
grandchildren and numerous
great-grandchildren

His parents, Oliver Black
and Mary Stone; brothers,
Harry Black and James Med-
icine Elk; and sisters, Violet
Black and Josephine Black,
preceded him in death.

A traditional all-night
wake service was held Oct.
2 at the Concho Emergency
Response Center in Concho,

Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune

/TN OBITUARIES 1

Clarence Black

Okla. Funeral services were
held Oct. 3, at the same ven-
ue, with Rev. Gerald Panana
officiating, followed by an
interment at the Concho In-
dian Cemetery under the
direction of Huber Benson
Funeral Home.

Zhitan-Cole Chade Brand

Zhilan-Cole Chase Brand
came unexpectedly into this
world on Nov. 18, 2021 at
9:39 a.m. He was born at 24
weeks and 6 days old - 17
weeks premature - and was
classified as a nano-pree-
mie. He entered this world
with the Lord’s guidance
over the hands of the med-
ical team weighing in at 1
pound, 9 ounces, and 11 1/2
inches long. He came into
this world as God’s Little
Warrior, and he overcame all
the battles thrown his way!
Zhilan-Cole spent a total of
124 days in the NICU be-
fore graduating on March
22, 2022. This meant he was
finally able to come home to
his loving family and meet
his very eager older brother

and sisters. He was the most
amazing baby! He loved
mommy singing to him and
playing with his hair, al-
though, his favorite thing
was looking at his mommy
and daddy. He had the most
precious laughs and giggles,
and his smile would brighten
anyone’s day just by look-
ing at it. He was absolutely
adored by his older siblings.
He had special bonds with
them each but especially
with his brother, A.G. II. To
his sisters, Zhilan-Cole was
their real-life baby doll. They
were always very concerned
about their baby brother, and
they were always quick to
help mommy care for their
bubba. Sisters Brylei and
Lola adored StrongBear

and loved playing with him.
Our beautiful brown-eyed
boy gave us the most amaz-
ing and joyous ten months
before God called him home
to be a hero. He walked hand-
in-hand with the Lord as He
guided little Zhilan-Cole to
his final resting place in His
Garden of Angels on Sept.
24,2022.

Jameds Wade Walweal

James Wade Wahweah,
69, of McAlester, Okla.
passed away on Sept. 28,
2022 at McAlester Regional
Health Center in McAlester,
Okla. He was born on Dec.
5, 1952 in Clinton, Okla.
to Samuel Buck and Edna
(Blackowl) Wahweah.

He married Karen Hun-
dley in 1981 at Fountain-
head Lodge. He worked as
a plumber for Lalli Plumb-
ing for 10 years and AAA
Plumbing for 10 years. He

Keeping

According to the Nation-
al Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA),
September is designated
as Child Passenger Safety
Month. On Sept. 22, 2022,
mothers, babies, and tod-
dlers descended on a shop-
ping center parking lot in
El Reno, Okla. to get their
current car seats checked
for safety and conformity,
but in most instances, car
seats were found in need
of replacing by certified
child safety seat technicians,
which they were.

The Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes’ Dept. of Trans-
portation Safety program
(CADOT), in conjunction
with SafeKids Oklahoma,
made the event possible for
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enjoyed OU football and hot
rods.

He is survived by his wife
Karen Wahweah, two broth-
ers, Gene Wahweah and John
Wahweah, two sisters, Al-
dean and Lenora, two broth-
ers-in-law, Eddie Hundley
and Dave Hundley, several
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death
by a son, Erick Wahweabh, his
parents and mother-in-law,
Mary Hundley.

Funeral services were

Children

tribal and non-tribal citizens
to receive a child safety seat
at no cost. Infant car seats
with carriers and booster
seats for toddlers were avail-
able for proper installation
by certified child safety seat
technicians sent by SafeKids
Oklahoma and CADOT’s
assistant Executive Director
Anita Pawnee, who became
a certified CPS Technician
on May 24, 2022.

“The Car Seat Safe-
ty Check was a Safe Kids
Oklahoma event that I was
invited to assist but Monica
Allen, HSS/Safety Coordi-
nator actually did all of the
leg work and collaborated
with Julie Hoelsch, Safe
Kids Oklahoma CPS Coor-
dinator,” Pawnee said. “In
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held Sept. 30 at the Brum-
ley-Mills Funeral Chapel in
McAlester, Okla., with Doug
King officiating.

Lucille Tabor Todd

Lucille Tabor Todd was

born on Dec.11, 1939 in
Clinton, Okla. to Oscar and
Rose (Lumpmouth) Tabor.
Lucille passed away on Oct.
2, 2022 in El Reno, Okla. at
the age of 82.

She grew up in Green-
field, Okla. She married
Joseph Ernest Todd Sr. Lu-
cille loved to sew, loved
beading and making shawls,
cooking for everyone and
playing golf. She especially
loved fresh jalapefios with
salt with any food choice.
She was an animal lover and
her pets, whether they were
dogs or cats, came first. Lu-
cille loved her family and
loved spending time with
them.

Survivors include her
children, JoElla Hamm, Jo-
seph E. Todd Jr., and step-

son Curtis Big Eagle, her
grandchildren, Michael
Hamm, Micky Sassano,
Camille Martinez, Francis-
co MartinezIII, Cheyenne
Prettyflower Warner, Lisa
Dawn Warner, James Eric
Warner, Candace Todd, Da-
vid Todd Jr., Autumn Todd,
and Hunter Todd, numerous
great grandchildren, her sis-
ter Peggy Dawson, as well as
many nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends.

Lucille was preceded in
death by her parents, Oscar
and Rose Tabor, her husband
Joseph E. Todd Sr., her chil-
dren, Robert P. Todd, Jacqui-
ta E. Warner, David Wilbur
Todd, Roger A. Todd, James
G. Todd, her granddaugh-
ters, Vassilia R.Tabor, Ali-
sha E. Warner, her siblings,
Mildred Falls, Robert Tabor,

Lionel Tabor, and Jack Tabor
An all-night traditional
wake service was held Oct.
6 at the Geary Emergency
Response Centewr in Geary,
Okla. Funeral services were
held Oct. 7 at the Geary First
Baptist Church, officiated by
Rev. Jay Mule, followed by
an interment at the Concho
Indian Cemetery in Concho,
Okla., under the direction of
Turner Funeral Home.

Norma Joan Black Smith

Norma Joan Black Smith
finished her earthly journey
on Oct. 1, 2022, at her home
in Fonda, Okla., at the age of
87 years, 5 months, and 20
days. Norma or “Taa’éve-
na’hané’e” which was her
Cheyenne name meaning
“Night Killer,” began her
life on April 11, 1935, when
she was born to parents Dana
and Mary “May” (Debrae)
Black in Fonda. Norma was
blessed to be a part of a large
family with seven brothers
and sisters. Her family spent
her early years in Fonda,
Clinton, and Seiling, Okla.
Norma attended grade school
at the Pumpkin Ridge school
and later earned her GED.

On Oct. 19, 1955, Nor-
ma was united in marriage
to Melvin Lee Smith in Hu-
goton, Kansas. The couple
made their home in Seiling
and in 1973, they moved to
Fonda where they have lived
since. Melvin and Norma
were blessed with five chil-
dren, Verda, Richard, Patri-
cia, Marilyn and Carolyn.

Norma or ‘Tiny’ as she
was affectionately called,
was baptized into the Chris-
tian faith in 1954 at the Men-
nonite Indian Church. She
was a member of the Seiling
Indian Mennonite Church,

and she attended the First
Baptist Church in Seiling.

Norma was a Communi-
ty Health Representative for
the Cheyenne Arapaho Tribe,
which was a job she enjoyed
and excelled at. She received
the CHR of the Year award.
She also received an award
for the Texas Trail of Free-
dom honoring decendents of
Black Kettle. Norma loved
children and was a long-time
teacher’s aid with the kinder-
garten class at Seiling Public
Schools. Norma also served
as a volunteer during the
Murrah Building bombing
search and rescue in Okla-
homa City. She volunteered
to feed the other volunteers
during this difficult time.
Norma never hesitated to
give of her time and talents
to help others. Norma loved
to travel and see new and
old destinations. She also
loved her family and greatly
enjoyed spending time with
them.

Norma was preceded in
death by her beloved hus-
band Melvin, her parents,
Dana and May Black, and
son Richard Smith. As Nor-
ma was the last sibling to
pass, her sisters and broth-
ers that have preceded her
in death are Elizabeth Bull,

Alice Littleman, Rita Black,
Mary Little Coyote, Marvin
Black, Norma Buffalomeat,
and Larry Black.

She is survived by her
children Verda Weston of
Tulsa, Okla., Patricia Hewitt,
Marilyn Morton, and Car-
olyn Smith all of Wood-
ward, Okla. Others left to
cherish her memory our
seven grandchildren, three
great-grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, other relatives and
many friends.

Wake services were held
Oct. 7 at the Seiling Emer-
gency Response Center in
Seiling, Okla. Funeral ser-
vices were held Oct. 8 at
the Elm Grove Church in
Chester, Okla., followed by
an interment at the Brum-
field Cemetery in Seiling,
Okla., under the direction of
Redinger Funeral Home.

Safe: Child Passenger Safety Month

all, only three car seats were
provided by DOT/TSP at the
event, but six additional car
seats were distributed at the
Concho Tribal Transit Facil-
ity later on that afternoon.
Hopefully the collaboration
with Safe Kids Oklahoma
and the Canadian County
Health Department will help
get the word out that this is
a service provided by the
tribes’ Dept. of Transporta-
tion and we will be able to
provide these services to in-
dividuals that reside within
our service area that weren’t
aware the resource is there.”

One of the many services
and incentives CADOT pro-
vides is child safety seat
awareness and distribution
through its Safety Program,
led by Highway Safety Spe-
cialist Monica Allen.

“It was such a positive
day to give back to those
who needed child safety
seats,” she said. “We even
had a newborn as young as
two days old, so it was nice
to be able to help. I look for-
ward to getting certified as a
technician and having more
days like this, where nothing
but good happens.”

CADOT has two car seat
fitting stations, one at the
Concho Tribal Transit Facil-
ity, 300 N White Antelope
Rd., in Concho, Okla., and
at the Weatherford Tribal

By Jerry C. Levi, CADOT

Anita Pawnee and Monica Allen, Dept. of Transportation Safety Program staff check car
seats in El Reno, Okla. (Submitted photos)

Transit Facility, 900 SW 4t
St., in Weatherford, Okla.

Car seat checks/installs
are by appointment only
and individuals should bring
proof of tribal affiliation
(CDIB, if isn’t enrolled, the
parent’s CDIB and child’s
birth certificate) and proof
of assistance (food stamp
card, Sooner Care mem-
bership letter/card, or WIC
card).

For more information or
to make an appointment for
a car seat, call CADOT at
405-422-7785.
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Colon cancer is a disease in the large
intestine (colon) and rectum. Most colon
cancers start as small non-
cancerous clumps of cells called
polyps. Without treatment, polyps may
turn cancerous.

Colon cancer is the second leading
cause of cancer death for American
Indians and Alaska Natives, including
the Cheyenne and Arapaho.

Colon cancer often has no symp-

COLON CANCER
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HAVE MILDSIDE

ASK QUESTIONS

CALL THE CHR OFFICE AT 580-470-1208: 2
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT FOR TESTING AND VACCINES & *GE3

YOU CAN GET YOUR FLU SHOT AT THE SAME TIME!

Get to & stay
at your
healthy
welght

GETo.:BOOSTERS

UPDATED BIVALENT BOOSTERS:
TARGET BOTH THE ORIGINAL VIRUS AND OMICRON VARIANT

SCREENING TESTS

Stool-based tests (like FIT)
Looks for blood in the stool

Take test at home every 1-3 years
Mail or retum to clinic

If positive, must have colonoscopy

Visual tests

Looks directly in the colon

Test is done at a medical center

Can prevent cancer by removing polyps

ARE YOUR
VACCINES

UP-TO-DATE?
SCAN THE CODE
TO FIND OUT.

LONG COVID, DIFFERENT
FROM SEVERE COVID, IS
A CHRONIC ILLNESS
WITH VARYING
SYMPTOMS AND MAY
NOT BE DIAGNOSED
WITH CURRENT LAB
TESTS.

COVID Task Force
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