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Stepping up new opportu-

nities for education.

The Cheyenne and Arap-

aho Tribes’ Dept. of Educa-

tion (CADOE) received noti-

fication in late July they had 
been awarded $1.3 million 
State Tribal Education Part-
nership (STEP) grant from 
the U.S. Dept. of Education. 

The grant will span over a 
three-year timeframe.

The proposed STEP proj-
ect, “Enhancing Educational 
Choice for Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Tribes of Oklaho-

ma”, will seek to build and 
administer educational pro-

grams as they plan to devel-
op a culturally responsive 
charter school model. 

CADOE Executive Di-

rector Carrie Whitlow said 
the department initially ap-

plied for the grant in 2020 
during the pandemic when 

grant funds were still being 
released. 

“They did a second round 

of awardees and that’s when 

CADOE receives $1.3M 
grant award, moves towards 
launching charter school

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ Gov. Reggie Wassana congratulates the Dept. of Education on their $1.3M grant award, 

enabling the tribe to move forward with pursuing possibility of  a charter school. Pictured l-r: Dept. of Education Executive 

Director Carrie Whitlow, Gov. Reggie Wassana and Native Youth Community Projector Director Mahgan Muskett. (Photo 

/ Chris RomanNose)

Latoya Lonelodge, Staff Reporter

The National 
Suicide Prevention 

Lifeline is now: 
988 Suicide and 
Crisis Lifeline 

988 has been 

designated as the 

new three-digit 

dialing code that 
will route callers to 
the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline. 
While some areas 
may be currently 

able to connect to the 
Lifeline by dialing 

988, this dialing code 
will be available to 
everyone across the 

United States starting 

on July 16, 2022.

“Recovery is not a destination, it’s a lifestyle.” Just like their saying used 
in their weekly talking circles, the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal Opioid Re-

sponse (TOR) Project has made it a priority to support a lifestyle outside of 
drug and alcohol abuse.

In May 2021 the TOR Project was implemented by the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes as part of a Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) federal grant that is projected to run until October 
2024.

Starting from the ground up just over a year ago, TOR Prevention Special-
ist Domingo Whiteman said while the project started small with baby steps, 
the main goal was always to do outreach and provide outside services. 

“With Talkspace, we got that out there last year and it’s still going strong. 
We decided to sponsor it for another year and a lot of people seem to love it, 
they use it and that’s one of our top goals,” Whiteman said. 

For over a year, TOR has partnered with Talkspace to bring virtual coun-

seling, which provides online messaging therapy to tribal citizens over the age 
of 13. A person can send text, audio and video messages to a licensed therapist 

at anytime and anywhere. 

Other services provided 

by TOR include one-on-one 
peer recovery support, support 

groups, telehealth counseling, 
opioid awareness and preven-

tion outreach. They also offer 
safe disposal bags for unwanted 
prescription medication, safe-

ty lock bags for prescription 
medicine, recovery and healing 
of wellbriety teachings and re-

sources for recovery and reinte-

gration. 

Whiteman said along with 
doing outreaches and building 
bridges with other recovery as-

sistance for tribal citizens, the 
next goal was to bring in more 
participation for their activities. 

“We want more of an out-

come for our talking circles 
and to have more sweat lodges, 
we’re going to get a tipi so we 

might have more meetings when 

that comes in … that’s one of 

our next goals and to work with 
12-steps for youth, for the high schools and the tribal members to show them 
and offer that out,” Whiteman said. 

Casandra Fraser, TOR Peer Recovery Support Specialist said she’s been 
working with the project since March 2022. 

“It’s still in the baby steps due to COVID so it’s about a year and a half 
along and we’re just really trying to get our program out there,” Fraser said. 

Fraser’s position as a peer support specialist is to work with clients and 
do one-on-one sessions to help clients become goal oriented and provide re-

sources for them.

“Whether they’re coming out of rehab, wanting to go to rehab or just need 
some sort of stability, somebody to talk to,” Fraser said. 

Fraser said while the project’s main focus is on opioid prevention, which 
includes pills, fentanyl and heroine, they also bring awareness to other drugs 
such as marijuana, hallucinogens, benzos and alcoholism.

“That’s our main focus, that is what our grant is focused on is opioids, but 

we are able to teach about other classifica-

Talking Circles: Providing Safe 

Talking Spaces to Those in Recovery

“No matter how much one wishes to try, exactly 

how can he turn his own will and his own life over 

to the care of whatever God he thinks there is?

A beginning, even the smallest, is all that is need-

ed. Once we have placed the key of willingness in 

the lock and have the door ever so slightly open, 

we find that we can always open it some more.
Though self-will may slam it shut again, as it fre-

quently does, it will always respond the moment 

we again pick up the key of willingness.”

Domingo 

Whiteman during 

one of the weekly 
Talking Circles 
zoom meetings

Latoya Lonelodge, Staff Reporter
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All last school year, Aaron Baker kept a 
printed copy of House Bill 1775 within reach 
in his high school government classroom. 

To avoid any violations, Baker, a teacher 
in the Putnam City school district, practi-
cally memorized the eight concepts the law 
bans from K-12 classrooms, including one 
race or sex is superior to another, an indi-

vidual is inherently racist, and that people 
should feel discomfort on account of their 
race or sex. 

But, a recent Oklahoma State Board of 
Education vote to downgrade Tulsa Public 
Schools’ accreditation for breaking the spir-
it of the law — not for teaching one of the 
eight banned statements — was “a water-
shed moment,” Baker said. 

The state board on July 28 dropped the 
Tulsa district and Mustang Public Schools to 
accredited with warning over HB 1775 vi-
olations, an even more serious penalty than 
what the Oklahoma State Department of Ed-

ucation recommended. 

After a Tulsa teacher complained of 
having to take implicit bias training, the 
state Education Department determined the 

course didn’t include any statements HB 
1775 explicitly prohibits. Nonetheless, 
the agency decided Tulsa violated the law 
because some comments in the training 

“more likely than not” were inspired by 
outlawed concepts. 

Mustang was punished because stu-

dents reportedly felt uncomfortable being 
asked in a Cross the Line activity whether 
they had experienced discrimination. 

Baker said it’s “very concerning” that 
teachers not only have to consider the text 
of the bill but the way someone might inter-
pret its meaning, especially when a student’s 
discomfort is enough to justify a complaint. 

“I have that uncertainty that it’s not fully 
in my control,” Baker said. “I can leave a 
lesson and have full certainty that I did not 
violate (HB) 1775 and find myself in the 
middle of the next report.” 

A lawsuit challenging the constitutional-
ity of the law is pending in Oklahoma City 
federal court. A group of Oklahoma stu-

dents, teachers, college professors and activ-

ists joined with the American Civil Liberties 
Union and other attorneys to file the case in 
October. 

They contend the law violates students’ 
and teachers’ constitutional rights by chill-
ing conversations on race and gender. 

ACLU of Oklahoma Executive Director 
Tamya Cox-Toure said Tulsa was only the 
first district to suffer from the bill’s “class-

room censorship.” 

“The impact of this law is not only be-

ing felt by entire school districts, but also by 
the teachers who have dedicated their lives 
to the future of Oklahoma and by the stu-

dents who are denied their right to receive 

an equitable education,” she said in a July 28 
statement. “The First Amendment protects 

the right to expression, including the right 
to receive information. We must protect this 

right to maintain the integrity of Oklahoma’s 
education system.” 

Copies of the book “Killers of the Flower 
Moon” sit unread at Dewey High School in 
northeast Oklahoma. The district purchased 
them for its 11th-grade English class, but 
then HB 1775 became law.

English teacher Debra Thoreson said it 
would be a risk to assign the acclaimed book 
because race is a prominent factor in the 

nonfiction story. So, she decided not to teach 
it last year and doesn’t intend to introduce it 
this year, either.

“As soon as that passed, I realized I would 

be setting myself up for House Bill 1775 to 
take away my license,” Thoreson said.

School districts aren’t the only ones who 
could be penalized. Teachers risk their cer-
tification being suspended or revokedif 
they’re found in violation of the law. 

Northwest Classen High School math 
teacher Telannia Norfar said she intends to 
remove culturally relevant pieces from her 
lesson plans for fear of violating HB 1775.  

Norfar incorporated real-world statistics 
in her classes at the highly diverse Okla-

homa City school. Some of the statistics 
involved tough subjects, like the rate of ho-

micides against transgender people, but she 
said they reflected the reality of her students’ 
communities. 

In light of the votes against Tulsa and 
Mustang, Norfar said she plans to take those 
statistics out of her curriculum. 

“I’ve got to do plain, no-context, boring 
numbers,” Norfar said. “That’s what I think 

I have to do. I can’t jeopardize it. I can’t hurt 
my district like that.” 

HB 1775 made no changes to the state 
academic standards, a list of topics K-12 
schools are required to teach. Some said this 
should reassure teachers. 

“Just stick 

to those stan-

dards,” state 

Board of Edu-

cation member 

Estela Hernan-

dez said last 
year. “Just teach history the way that it is 

outlined there. Those standards are teaching 
the dark areas of American history, and it 

should be taught, and it will make us uncom-

fortable.” 
Baker and Norfar said that advice is no 

longer comforting after the board’s recent 
votes. 

“A classroom where a teacher only 100% 
teaches the standards would be the most bor-
ing classroom I think possible,” Baker said. 
“Because then it’s not personal at all. I don’t 
think you can create a relationship with stu-

dents with standards alone.” 
At Comanche High School in southern 

Oklahoma, HB 1775 won’t change the way 
Melinda Rice teaches history. 

Rice said she’ll continue to cover the 
Tulsa Race Massacre, the Holocaust and the 
civil rights movement the same way she has 
for years, no matter how many schools are 
accused of indoctrination in the current po-

litical climate.  

She said parents and state lawmakers are 
welcome to her classroom any time to ob-

serve. 

“I will say there are very few social stud-

ies teachers that I’ve ever been around that 

go into their classroom trying to persuade 
their students to think like them,” Rice said. 
“That kind of teacher isn’t going to last very 
long. Our whole objective is to give these 
kids the tools to make up their own mind.” 

History and government teacher Kendra 
Whitman said her lessons are precise enough 
that she doubts the law will change any of 
her classes at John Marshall Enterprise High 
School, where Whitman was teacher of the 
year in 2020-21.

Any teacher worth their salt, she said, 
should be able to broach difficult chapters of 
history without demonizing a student. 

With a predominantly African American 
student body at John Marshall, Whitman 
said her students, more so than she, have felt 
a chilling effect from HB 1775.

“They feel they’re the ones being target-
ed by this law,” Whitman said. “This isn’t 
me putting words in their mouths. They’re 

very confused about the motivation behind 

this law because they all kind of already 
know from their own experiences that life 
is uncomfortable. They’re like, ‘What does 
that mean for us? What does that mean for 

you?’” 

This story first published online Aug. 
10 at www.oklahoman.com. Nuria Marti-

nez-Keel covers K-12 and higher education 
throughout the state of Oklahoma.

Oklahoma teachers on notice
after ‘watershed’ vote on Tulsa, 
Mustang HB 1775 violations

By Nuria Martinez-Keel, Oklahoman

Copies of the book “Killers of the Flower Moon” sit 
unread at Dewey High School in northeast Oklaho-
ma. The district purchased them for its 11th-grade 
English class, but then HB 1775 became law.

“
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The story of a particular 
Cheyenne holy woman lives 
in oral histories that have 
been told for generations. 
She was Notame’hehe or 

North Woman, and she has 

also been called Woman 
Moving Against The Wind. 

She is described as having 

the ability to communicate 
with spirits, and she used 

this special ability to save 
Cheyenne lives during times 
of danger.

Both medicine men and 
medicine women demon-

strated spiritual power in 
certain ways. North Woman 

has been described as both a 

medicine woman and a holy 
woman. The term medicine 

woman does not always 
mean the same thing as holy 
woman; however, both in-

volve dreams or visions to 
access spiritual power. Ritu-

als were used by both. Holy 
women sometimes were able 
to connect with the sacred 

realm, to hear important in-

formation about an immedi-

ate problem, to predict the 
outcome, and to warn peo-

ple of danger. Often, they 
became holy women later in 
life, after their childbearing 
years. North Woman was 

described as an old wom-

an when the life and death 
events of 1878 occurred. 

The oral histories do not 
provide information about 

North Woman’s life prior to 
1878. She may have been 
born in the 1820s or 1830s. 
It is unknown if she lived in 
the villages at Sand Creek in 
1864 or along the Little Big 
Horn River in 1876. But she 
would have heard first-hand 
accounts of these incidents. 

It is possible North Wom-

an was among the Northern 

Cheyenne, including Dull 
Knife and Little Wolf, who 
in 1877 were forced to go 
to the southern reservation 

in Indian Territory. The 

population of the southern 
reservation was over 5000, 
and 41 per cent were treat-
ed by the agency doctor in 

the month of September, 

mostly for malaria. Almost 
every northern family lost 
at least one family member 
to disease. It is likely North 
Woman used her medicine 

woman skills during this 
health emergency. She may 
have saved many lives.

In September 1878 Dull 
Knife, Little Wolf, and oth-

er leaders decided to lead 
their people back to their 
northern homeland. They 
escaped the southern reser-

vation with the US army in 

pursuit. On Sept. 13, 1878, 
Cheyenne warriors engaged 

the army in the Battle of 
Turkey Springs near present 

day Freedom, Oklahoma. 
On September 27 another 
battle occurred at Punished 
Woman’s Fork near pres-

ent day Scott City, Kansas. 

Cheyenne warriors won 

both battles and successfully 
protected their women, chil-
dren, and elderly. They con-

tinued their northern journey 
as troops from several forts 
attempted to stop them.

The known history of 

North Woman began during 

this period. Once when the 

Cheyenne prepared to stop 

for a meal, North Woman 
had stepped away from the 

group when her sacred spirit 

spoke to her with a warning: 

“Don’t stop, keep on going, 

there are soldiers behind 

you.” North Woman’s med-

icine woman power enabled 
her to hear the spirit voice. 

She told the chiefs of the 
warning, and they followed 
the instruction from the sa-

cred spirit. The Cheyenne 

continued to successfully 
evade the army in Kansas. 

Whenever she did not hear 

a warning from her sacred 

spirit then it was safe for 

them to stop.

This may have been the 

time when North Woman 

began to make use of certain 

sacred ceremonies as a holy 
woman. She may have dis-

covered she now had power 

different than that of a medi-

cine woman. She worked to-

gether with Little Wolf and 
Dull Knife, and some stories 
described her as a leader. 
North Woman performed 

two different types of ser-

vice to the Cheyenne during 

this dangerous time. First, 

her connection with her sa-

cred spirit allowed her to ad-

vise or lead them through a 
network of army patrols. Of-
ten the Cheyenne were able 
to avoid contact with the 

army, thus protecting their 

women, children, and elder-
ly. Second, when the army 
patrols blocked all escape 
routes, North Woman used 

her holy woman ceremonies 
to summon sacred power to 

make her people invisible to 
the US soldiers. Sometimes 
the Cheyenne appeared to be 

small herds of buffalo. This 
is sometimes referred to as 

the blinding power. Based 
on this oral history, it is safe 
to say that North Woman 

saved many lives.
Little Wolf and Dull Knife 

disagreed about the best di-

rection for their northern 

journey. Dull Knife wanted 
to proceed to the Red Cloud 
Agency where he believed 
they would be safe. Little 
Wolf wanted to head fur-
ther north to their homeland 
in Wyoming and Montana. 

He also wanted the group 
to stay together. Little Wolf 
proposed they ask for North 

Woman’s advice, but Dull 
Knife refused. He and his 
followers left on their own 
journey. Little Wolf, possi-
bly with the help of North 
Woman, found a safe place 
for his followers to spend 
the winter. They found shel-
ter in a valley near the Nio-

brara River in the Sand Hills 
country of Nebraska. Little 
Wolf’s group of Cheyenne 
spent the winter undetected 

by the US army.

The known oral history 
of North Woman ends in 

that valley near the Niobr-
ara. There does not appear to 

be any further information 

about her life. John Turkey 
Leggs was a member of the 
Little Wolf group’s northern 
journey, and he passed the 
story of North Woman on 

to his descendants. Another 

member of the group was 

an ancestor of Grover Wolf 
Voice, who spoke of North 
Woman in 1972. These ac-

counts of North Woman 

may be the only first-hand 
information available. The 
fact that her story has sur-

vived for generations says 

a lot. It is the inspiring story 
of an empowered Cheyenne 

woman and her sacred spir-

it protecting people’s lives. 
Her story illustrates the im-

portant role of women in 
Cheyenne history.

North Woman
By Dee Cordry, C&ATT Contributor & Author of Children of White Thunder

(Update: The TPS Board voted 
to approve entering the memoran-

dum of understanding to teach Ki-
owa language classes with a vote 

of 4-1.)

Students in Tulsa Public Schools 
may soon have access to classes in 
an additional language.

The TPS school board’s most re-

cent agenda included a memoran-

dum of understanding with the Ki-

owa Tribe to offer Kiowa language 
and culture classes to any inter-
ested TPS student in the 2022-23 
school year, as well as professional 
development sessions for teachers.

Although the Kiowa classes 
would be considered supplemental 
and would not count toward grad-

uation requirements, if the mem-

orandum of understanding is ap-

proved, it is thought to be the first 
time TPS has offered classes in any 
Indigenous language.

“We’ve talked to other tribes 
before about offering language 
classes,” TPS Executive Director 
of Language and Cultural Services 
Laura Grisso said, noting that the 
Kiowa Tribe initiated the conver-

sation with the district. “There has 

been lots of interest but just haven’t 
been able to work out the logistics 
quite yet.”

Under the terms of the proposed 

agreement, the tribe will provide 

the instructors and materials, while 
the district will provide space for 
classes.

Headquartered in Carnegie, 
the Kiowa Tribe has about 11,000 
enrolled citizens. A tribal spokes-

woman did not respond to multiple 
inquiries for an estimated number 

of Kiowa citizens in the Tulsa area. 
However, prior to the pandemic, 
the tribe had a large enough popu-

lation in the area to justify regular 
outreach events.

With no fluent speakers under 
age 18, the Kiowa language is clas-

sified as endangered. It is also con-

sidered an “isolate,” not linguisti-
cally related to any other spoken 
language.

Kiowa classes are already avail-
able through the Tulsa City-City 
County Library’s American Indian 
Resource Center. However, Ramon 
Granado, a research assistant with 

the Kiowa Language and Culture 
Revitalization Program, said the 
classes offered through Tulsa Pub-

lic Schools will be more structured 
and formal.

“The classes at Zarrow (Region-

al Library, at 2224 W. 51st St.) are 
more community classes that are 
open to the public,” Granado said. 
“While the goal there is to get peo-

ple to eventually speak Kiowa, it’s 
more relaxed.

“In the school system, we’ll be 
able to implement and have more 
assessments and making sure that 

the students are reaching a level of 
proficiency that we want, as well 
as just acquiring more data to see 
where their progression is.”

In 2016, the tribe received a 
multi-year grant through the De-

partment of Health and Human 
Services’ Administration for Na-

tive Americans to bolster its lan-

guage revitalization efforts by 
partnering with school districts in 
and around areas with large Kiowa 
populations.

Although implementation was 
delayed due to the pandemic, sim-

ilar agreements are in place for the 
coming academic year with five 
other school districts around the 
state: Anadarko, Carnegie, Law-

ton, Norman and Western Heights.
“Our hope is that by introducing 

this into the public school system, 
it will eventually be just another 
class that is taught like all the oth-

er classes are taught,” Kiowa Lan-

guage and Culture Revitalization 
Program Manager Lillie Pinnell 
said.

Pinnell’s program is also work-

ing with the University of Oklaho-

ma and the University of Science 

and Arts of Oklahoma in Chickasha 
to train Kiowa language teachers.

Tulsa schools could offer Kiowa 
language classes

By Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton, Tulsa World
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Fun in the sun.

For many the beginning of August signals the end of summer and the beginning of a new 
school year. In Cheyenne and Arapaho Country it also means it’s tinme for the 32nd annual 
Oklahoma Indian Nations Powwow (OIN) and the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’  annual 
R.E.Sp.E.C.T. Program’s Summerfest activities. This year the festivites were held Aug. 5-7 
in Concho, Okla.

From the famous Buffalo Chili Cook-Off to fast-pitch softball and basketball tournaments 
to turtle races and corn hole competitions, the fun never ends.

This year’s Summerfest activities included a youth Language Day Camp for K-12th grades, 

strengthening the tribes’ language programs and providing a full day of fun activities focused 
on learning the Cheyenne or Arapaho languages.

Summerfest included the 16th annual Buffalo Run/Walk, 4-Man Golf Scramble, youth wa-

ter slides, volleyball, basketball and softball tournaments, frybread contest, horseshoe and 
corn hole competitions and a youth bicycle parade.

All leading up to the annual Oklahoma Indian Nations Powwow kicking off Friday eve-

ning, Aug. 5 through Sunday, Aug. 7. Contest categories included Tiny Tots, Juniors, Adults 
and Golden Age. 

This year’s Honored Flags were James Bear, U.S. Air Force, Moses Starr Jr., U.S. Army 
and Wendell D. Whiteman, U.S. Navy. 

OIN 2022 Princesses: Senior Miss Trinity Black, Junior Miss Kambri-Ella Tsotigh and 
Little Miss Riley Saumty Flurry. And Ernestine Whitebird was named Elder of the Year.

Kicking off August in Cheyenne and Arapaho Country 
with Oklahoma Indian Nations Powwow and Summerfest

Photos by: Ariel Clements, Latoya Lonelodge,

Rosemary Stephens & Chris RomanNose
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tions … from my experience it’s not just one thing there’s 
multiple things that come with addiction,” Fraser said.

In providing prevention services, the TOR Project has 
also conducted NARCAN training for the community. 
NARCAN is a potentially lifesaving medication designed to 
help reverse an opioid overdose. 

“We also have the medication disposal bags … we have 
them in three different sizes, we have the safety lock bags 
for the elders and those who need to keep their medications 
safe with small children or living in an unsafe environment 
where they might have family members or someone strug-

gling with substance abuse,” Fraser said. 
TOR project also holds weekly talking circles via zoom 

offering resources and counseling for those in recovery, 
along with in-person meetings where everything is kept con-

fidential, and yoga therapy. The meetings allow clients and 
the community a safe place to talk, share their struggles, talk 
about recovery or about everyday life. 

“The significance of having that support is having a good 
support system, it’s very detrimental in sobriety and recov-

ery no matter if its mental, if its substance abuse, no matter 
if its alcoholism, the success rates are a lot higher whenever 
we have that support and that’s why talking circles is there,” 
Fraser said. 

A common misconception in recovery, Fraser said is 

people tend to feel alone, that they are the only one going 
through their daily struggles.

“It’s a safe place to come and be open and be themselves 
and just get that support from one another and other people 
that are going through it … there’s a line of guilt, line of 
shame that keeps us from sharing like that, but the talking 
circles open that doorway up to be able to come and release,” 
Fraser said.

In providing resources and services such as the talking 

circles and Talkspace, Whiteman said has been beneficial 
and helps more, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“People can’t do it alone and I think the lonesomeness is 
what will drive them more into the drugs and alcohol. I think 
bringing awareness more to talking circles and Talkspace, 
which is online, really helps with them not to use because 
they won’t open up to their own family members and some-

times they won’t open up to others,” Whiteman said.

Fraser said as a whole, there is a 43% success rate in 
completing a treatment center with good support and a 16% 
chance others will feel safe enough to go on into another 
treatment program. All together, those that have participated 
in a detox program and drug and alcohol program, the suc-

cess rate is 68%.
“So having a good support and good aftercare and goals 

and life skills are a huge part of recovery and it’s some-

thing that doesn’t just end whenever they get out of rehab, 
or whenever they get out of a home or transitional, it’s an 
everyday life style and it’s not something that just happens 
overnight. You have to continue to at least work at it,” Fraser 
said.

Looking towards the future, the TOR project hopes to 
implement and work on receiving training with the Wellbri-
ety Program and Warrior Down training with White Bison, 
which provides sobriety, recovery, addiction prevention and 

wellness learning resources. Warrior Down is a reintegration 
program for those who were incarcerated or are coming out 

of incarceration. 

“Our future goal is to just be out there, be more aware 
with the youth and people on recovery on the red road and 
just letting them know you can’t do it alone and that we’re 
here for you to talk,” Whiteman said.

we were able to come in and get this 
grant, we were just notified last week,” 
Whitlow said.

With the grant set to last three years, 
Whitlow said it will be used to engage 
tribal leaders and Tribal Education 
Agencies (TEA) to develop a clear and 
comprehensive understanding of the 

process of launching a native charter 
school. 

“The whole goal is to develop a 
culturally responsive charter school 
and model to transform education for 
our Cheyenne and Arapaho children,” 
Whitlow said.

Whitlow said the department will 
need to engage in a thorough and in-

clusive planning process that would 
include surveys, community meetings 
and touring other charter schools.

“We can go on tours of other charter 

schools and take tribal leaders and staff 
and look at who’s doing what and what 
do we want ours to look like. The main 
thing is in three years to identify fund-

ing,” Whitlow said.
Whitlow said the main objective 

by the end of the three years is to have 

a plan that will be ready to submit. 
Whether it’s with the Tribal Council, 
legislature or executives of the tribes.

“In the three years, this money 

would allow us to hire staff, which 
we’re going to be hiring four staff and 

that will be their job, engage families, 
engage tribal leaders, getting feedback, 
suggestions and ideas,” Whitlow said.

With the grant, Whitlow said the 
department is essentially answering the 
question of what do we want education 

to look like for the tribes and students?
“I think that we’re in a position now 

where we can do that because there’s 

other tribes doing it, but there’s sever-

al models out there ready, of what age, 
where do we want this located, answer-
ing all those questions, so it’s excit-
ing,” Whitlow said.

Among families in western Oklaho-

ma, Whitlow said there’s been so much 
distrust of the public school system as 
public-school education wasn’t built 
for Indigenous children. 

With 92% of Indigenous children 
being educated in public school sys-

tems in western Oklahoma, Whitlow 
said the schools the tribes current-
ly have served have been all public 
schools.

“You hear stories and you see expe-

riences from our families and our kids 
that face prejudice, racism, discrimina-

tion, and not really understanding the 
unique position that we have as Chey-

enne and Arapaho people,” Whitlow 
said.

Whitlow said Indigenous people are 
still being assimilated in public school 
education because they’ve never been 

taught anything from an Indigenous 

perspective or hold any value in how 
public schools determine their standard 
of success. 

“That can look different in our com-

munities and our families’ success and 
I think that’s the exciting thing too is 

that we can determine what that looks 
like and part of that is asserting edu-

cational sovereignty, to say that this is 
how we want our children to be educat-
ed, this is what we think is important, 

this is what success looks like to us,” 
Whitlow said.

Just before the COVID-19 pan-

demic began in 2020, the CADOE had 
re-evaluated its purpose and what they 

wanted to accomplish through their 
various programs. Whitlow said their 
role has always been to support the ed-

ucation of tribal citizens.
“A lot of tribes are taking responsi-

bility of educating their tribal citizens, 
two years ago we started talking about 
curriculum, language and culture cur-
riculum, we don’t know how to do this, 
but you can bring somebody in to show 

you how to do that,” Whitlow said.
With a lot of work involved with the 

grant and with implementing a plan or 
model for a charter school, Whitlow 
said three years seems like a long time, 
but if you want something done right 

you have to make sure everything is in 

line.
“We want to make sure every ques-

tion is answered and that’s really what 
this grant is allowing us to do within 
these next three years … this is real-
ly like a three year long planning pro-

cess,” Whitlow said.
In hiring staff for the STEP grant, 

there will positions open for a program 
director, an educational and school ad-

ministrator, a communications person 

and an administration assistant. The 

STEP project program is projected to 
begin on October 1.

Whitlow said being in a position to 
control the education of tribal citizens 
is part of asserting tribal sovereignty.

“When you serve tribal educational 
sovereignty, it’s us saying what’s im-

portant to us and this is how we want 

our kids to learn, it always goes back to 
language and culture, but also history, 
tribal values and tribal beliefs, we’re 
being taught non-native people values 
and beliefs every day. But should we 
know our own? Yes absolutely.”

TALKING CIRCLES
continued from pg. 1

CHARTER SCHOOL
continued from pg. 1

The mission of the Academic Excel-
lence and Enrichment Program (AEE) 
is to ensure wellness and support for 
5th-8th grade Cheyenne and Arapaho 

students attending nine public school 
districts within the Cheyenne and Arap-

aho Tribes’ jurisdiction, (Calumet, Can-

ton, Darlington, El Reno, Geary, Ham-

mon, Kingfisher, Seiling and Watonga), 
through mentoring, tutoring and serving 

as a liaison to assist them and their fam-

ilies in accessing all available tribal pro-

grams and services. All our involvement 
is predicated on developing life-long 
skills among Cheyenne and Arapaho 
youth so they may be highly contributive 
tribal citizens.

Furthermore, the AEE program 

will provide students (and adult fami-
ly members who would like to attend) 
with access points through out-of-school 
experiences, that will grow their so-

cial, emotional, physical and academic 
well-being. These can include excur-
sions to the Wichita Mountains Wild-

life Refuge, First Americans Museum, 

Washita Battlefield National Historic 
site, university tours, college and pro-

fessional athletic event attendance and 
other positive experiences.

The AEE program will offer a variety 
of opportunities/incentives which focus 
on the student’s attendance, academic 

performance, student character and fam-

ily participation (family/parent/teacher 
conferences) throughout the school year.

There is no cost for Cheyenne and 

Arapaho families for any of the services, 
programs or trips associated with the 

program.

2022-2023 Vision
Consistent partnering with school dis-

tricts within the Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Tribal jurisdiction of primary concern.
Staff intends to provide additional 

support and assistance that will include 
enrichment activities/trips that will coin-

cide with the school’s academic pacing 
guides (Arts, Music, Science, etc.). As 

well as additional areas of concern to the 
children and families.

AEE, in concert with the language 

and culture programs, will offer lessons 
and opportunities for students/families 
regarding the Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Tribes’ rich culture and languages.
To implement a Cheyenne and Arap-

aho Culture Bowl between the nine par-
ticipating school districts.

Providing an and of the year program 
banquet to celebrate the achievements 
of our youth, while implementing the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Scholar of the 
Year Award.

The AEE Program looks forward to 
continued input from the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho community members to assist 

in growing the program. The AEE Pro-

gram staff members are Tiffany Bull-
coming, student advisor, tbullcoming@
cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov, DeVante 
Moore, student advisor, dmoore@chey-

enneandarapaho-nsn.gov and Cedric 

Sunray, education coordinator, csun-

ray@cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov.
For more information or for questions 

call Cedric Sunray at 405-930-0981.

Academic Excellence 
and Enrichment Program
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The Cheyenne and Arapa-

ho Health Education/M-Pow-

er Program (HED) would 
like to formulate a policy to 
restrict commercial tobacco 
use inside George Hawkins 
Memorial Treatment Center 
(GHMTC) located in Clinton, 
Okla. This policy would allow 
a smoke-free environment at 

the GHMTC for all employees, 
staff and guests.

On June 22, 2022, Zachary 
Blackowl scheduled a zoom 
meeting with Winnie White-

tail-George Hawkins Memori-
al Treatment Center Director, 
however; this zoom meeting 
was rescheduled to July 12, 
2022. At this meeting, both 
Zachary Blackowl and Arthur 
Condulle were able to provide 
a detailed approach using a 
power-point presentation. Un-

fortunately, the key presenter 
Zachary Blackowl was unable 
to have audio due to technical 
difficulties but Arthur Condulle 
continued on with limited ac-

cess to the slideshow.
Although the meeting was 

cut short, the message to Di-

rector Winne Whitetail and 
Teisha Tallbear, administra-

tive service manager, was met 

with enthusiasm and interest. 

An invitation by Whitetail 
was extended to ur Condulle 
and Blackowl to come back to 
the facility to present another 
presentation to George Haw-

kins Treatment Center, which 

will include all staff members.
On July 27, 2022 Arthur 

Condulle and Zachary Blac-

kowl provided a power-point 
presentation to all the staff 
members of George Hawkins 
Memorial Treatment Center 
(GHMTC). This presentation 
was met with positive inter-

est and feedback from all in 
attendance. Many questions 

and concerns were addressed 

about how their policy would 
be structured and implemented 
into law. 

After the meeting, the direc-

tor and counselors were very 
happy and positive about work-

ing with us and hope we can 

start on their policy soon. After 
the presentation, Condulle and 
Blackowl were honored to be 

given a tour of the facility and a 
special luncheon.

We feel our goal in pursu-

ing a smoke-free policy for 
GHMTC is on the right track. 
After the meeting, the director 

and counselors were very hap-

py and positive about working 

with us and hope we can start 

on their policy soon. After the 
presentation, Arthur and Zach-

ary were honored to be given a 

tour of the facility and a special 
luncheon. 

The Cheyenne and Arapa-

ho HED Program respects the 
right of all Native Americans 
who use tobacco for sacred and/
or ceremonious use. The HED 
Program hope to build a work-

ing relationship with GHMTC 
as well as tribal programs and 
other health organizations lo-

cated within the service area.

OBITUARIES
Mike Barcindebar
Mike Barcindebar was 

born Dec. 9, 1963 to L.C. 
Jenkins and Cecilia Judith 
Barcindebar in Clinton, 
Okla. He passed away 
Aug. 7, 2022, at St. Anthony 
Hospital in Oklahoma City at 
the age of 58.

Mike graduated from 

Watonga High School and 
attended Southwestern Okla-

homa State University in 

Weatherford, Okla., and Uni-
versity of Central Oklahoma 
in Edmond. He worked for 
Sonic, and at Modular in 
Oklahoma City for 15 years, 
as well as various other jobs 
including most recently 
working at US Gypsum. He 
enjoyed playing softball, 
his dogs, watching westerns 

and sports and most of all 
loved being with his kids and 

grandkids. He was a member 
of the Watonga Indian Bap-

tist Church. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents LC Jenkins 
and Judy Willis, nephew 
Brandon Jenkins and uncle 
Michael Figueroa.

Mike is survived by his 

girlfriend Vivian Whiteshield 
of Watonga, three children, 
Ashley Barcindebar, Laron 
Whiteshield and Michaela 
Barcindebar, all of Watonga, 
one granddaughter Hayden 
Barcindebar of Watonga, 
siblings, Kenneth Willis and 
Nolan Willis both of Geary, 
Okla., Ladina Willis of Wa-

tonga, Reggie Barcindebar 
of Seminole, Okla., Larry 
Jenkins and Linda Jenkins 
Colbert, both of Watonga, 
and Carol Johnson of Stack-

ridge, GA, and many nieces, 

nephews, other relatives and 
friends.

 An all-night wake service 
was held Aug. 12 at the Wa-

tonga Emergency Response 

Center in Watonga, Okla. Fu-

neral services were held Aug. 
13 at the Nazarene Church in 
Watonga, officiated by Rev. 
Waylon Upchego, followed 
by an interment at the Wa-

tonga IOOF Cemetery.

Rhoda Mae Youngbird Braxton
Rhoda Mae Youngbird 

Braxton was born May 9, 
1941 in Concho, Okla. She 
passed way July 27, 2022 
in her home in Kingfisher, 
Okla.

Rhoda was a homemaker 

and participated in Cheyenne 

Traditional Ceremonies. She 
was a member of the Native 

American Church and was 

loved by all who knew her.
Rhoda is survived by 

her children, Vincent Scott, 
Bobby Schoot, Richard 
Kaaloa, Radford Kaaloa, 
Robin Kaaloa, Darrell Bai-

ley, William Youngbird, An-

nette Youngbird and Winona 
Youngbird, 32 grandchildren 
and 16 great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 

by her husband Col. Dalia 
Braxton, parents, John and 
Annette Tobacco Youngbird, 
brothers, William Little Elk, 
Sabu Roman Nose, Hubert 
Youngbird and sister Edna 
Purley.

An all-night wake service 
was held July 31 at the Con-

cho Emergency Response 

Center in Concho, Okla. 
Funeral services were held 

Aug. 1, at the same venue, 

followed by an interment at 
the Concho Indian Cemetery 

under the direction of Hu-

ber-Benson Funeral Home.

Thelma Julie Bates
Thelma Julie Bates was 

born Aug. 17, 1969, in Clin-

ton, Okla., to James Allen 
Bates Sr. and Victoria Claw-

son Bates. She passed away 
July 27, 2022, at her home in 
Union City, Okla, at the age 
of 52.

Julie graduated from Kirt-
land Central High School in 
1987. She then went onto 
Bacone College where she 
played basketball and soft-
ball. Julie worked various 
jobs over the years includ-

ing Shoney’s, nursing, State 

Farm Insurance, Lucky Star 
Casino, Cheyenne and Arap-

aho Childcare, and loved 
animals. She loved cooking 
and doing beadwork as well 
as reading, swimming and 

making jewelry. Julie loved 
to shop and to dance. She 

attended Life Church where 
she accepted Christ and was 

baptized.
Julie is survived by four 

children, Jazmine Wolff, 
and her husband Jeffrey of 

Weatherford, Okla., Josh-

ua Bates of Yukon, Okla., 
Jaycie Owings of Geary, 

Okla., and Jozsalyn Bates 
of Geary, Okla., and her be-

loved grandchildren, her fa-

ther James Allen Bates Sr., 
of Union City, and two sib-

lings, James Allen ‘Sonny’ 
Bates of Okemah, Okla., 
and Jandra Annette Bates of 
Abilene, Texas, as well as a 
host of other relatives and 
friends.

Julie was preceded in 
death by her mother Victoria 
Clawson Bates and brother 
John Arlen Bates.

An all-night wake service 
was held July 31at the Geary 
Emergency Response Cen-

ter in Geary, Okla. Funeral 
services were held Aug. 1, 
at the same venue, officiated 
by Rev. Waylon Upchego, 
followed by a burial at the 
Concho Indian Cemetery 

in Concho, Okla., under the 
direction of Turner Funeral 
Home.

Justin Douglas Wayne Simpson
Justin Douglas Wayne 

Simpson, 38, of Salina, Okla. 
passed away on July 26, 
2022 in Salina, Okla.

“Hin’no’noo-tei” mean-

ing Strong Spiritual Powerful 
Man was his Arapaho name. 

Justin was born on March 13, 

1984 in Tahlequah, Okla., the 
son of Douglas Wayne Simp-

son and Karen Lee (Washee) 
Simpson.

He worked as a general 
contractor in construction 

most of his life. He was a 
fancy dancer in powwows 

in his younger years and was 

very talented in his dances. 
Justin graduated from Sali-
na High School in 2002. He 
was an excellent all-around 
athlete in many sports. He 
especially enjoyed going to 
the creek swimming with 

Dakota and kids. He enjoyed 
looking for morel mush-

rooms. Justin loved the out-
doors, driving the backroads, 

fishing and being with his 
friends. Above all, he loved 
his children and looked for-

ward to any time he had to 

spend with them. He loved 
them unconditionally and 
without fail. Justin was so 
very loved by all who knew 
him and will be remembered 
in all their fond memories of 
times spent together. 

Justin is survived by his 

parents, Doug and Karen 

Simpson of Salina, Okla., 
fiancé, Dakota Hart of the 
home, son, Deegan Simp-

son of Jay, Okla., daugh-

ters, Makenzey Simpson 
and Dylan Simpson of Jay, 
Okla., step sons, Isaac and 
Isidro Chavoya of Pryor, 
Okla., brother Bill Bailey of 
Broken Arrow, Okla., sister 
Gloria Ward and husband 
Matthew of Salina, Okla., 
grandmother Gloria Mat-
thews of Tahlequah, aunts 
and uncles, Bernie and Lau-

ra Washee of Pryor, Ray and 
Deanie Washee-Long of Tul-
sa, Okla., Arlene and Steve 
of Westville, Okla., Pattie 
and Vinnie Granahan of Tul-
sa, Okla., Pam Goodman of 

Tulsa, Charlie Goodman of 
Joppa, MD, and many other 

relatives and friends.
He is preceded in death by 

his grandparents, Rayburne 

Washee and Margaret and 

James Simpson.

Wake services were held 
July 31 at the Shipman’s Fu-

neral & Cremation Center 
in Pryor, Okla. Funeral ser-
vices were held Aug. 1 at the 
Blue Springs Church in Sa-

lina, Okla. Honorary casket 
bearers were Chris White, 

Sonny Johnson, Bryan John-

son, Bobby Benge, Brandon 
Wolfe, Chris Keith, Tim 
Washee, and Wesley Harp.

Marty Ann Harp
Marty Ann Harp, 73, of Ft. Smith, Ark., entered into rest 

on July 31, 2022 in Ft. Smith, Ark. She was born on March 4, 
1949 in Topeka, Kansas.

Marty is survived by two sons, Coleman Lavielle and Jesse 
Lavielle both of Ft. Smith.

Wake services were held Aug. 5 at the family resident in 
Ft. Smith, Ark. Funeral services were held Aug. 6, at the same 
venue. The family also held a celebration of life ceremony 
Aug. 6 under the direction of Lewis Funeral Chapel.

Zadan Levi Wolf Knight
Zadan Levi Wolf Knight 

died Aug.1, 2022 at Midland 
Memorial Hospital in Mid-

land, Texas at the age of 2 
months and 26 days. He was 
born May 6, 2022 at Mid-

land to Kevin Knight and 
Ci’Leayah Shelton. His par-
ents survive him.

He also survived by his 
paternal grandparents, Chris 
Knight of Midland, Eliza-

beth Knight and Terrence 

Pitts of Midland, maternal 
grandmother Andrea Beaver 
of El Reno, Okla., paternal 

great-grandparents, Ken-

neth and Brenda Callahan 
of West Plains, MO, mater-
nal great-grandmother Mary 
Sankey of El Reno, Okla., 
and brother Ace Sankey.

He was preceded in death 
by his grandfather Calvin 
James Sankey.

An all-night wake service 
was held Aug. 9 at the Con-

cho Emergency Response 

Center in Concho, Okla. 
Funeral services were held 
Aug. 10, at the same venue, 
followed by an interment at 

the Concho Indian Cemetery 

under the direction of Hu-

ber-Benson Funeral Home.

OBITUARIES

Cheyenne and Arapaho Health 
Education/M-Power Program

Health Education/M-Power staff l-r: Tobacco Prevention Spe-

cialist Zachary Blackowl, Admin.-Assist. Rachel Curtis, Physical 

Fitness Assistant Rosana Tall Bear, Health Promotion Specialist 

Arthur Condulle and Director Deborah Ellis. (Submitted photo)

Submitted article
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Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes

Storm Shelter Program
WHO QUALIFIES?

Enrolled Tribal Member Home 

Owners who reside in the fol-

lowing Oklahoma counties: 

Blaine, Beckham, Canadian, 

Custer, Dewey, Ellis, King-

fisher, Roger Mills, Washita, 
Major and Woodward

PREFERENCE ORDER:
Wheelchair bound, physically handicapped, 55 years 
and older

All Remaining Tribal Citizens

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS:
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Certified Degree of 
Indian Blood (CDIB)

Deed/Proof of Ownership in Applicant’s Name

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Title Status Report 

(TSR)

APPLICATION DEADLINE DEC. 31, 2022
For Applications Call Mary Youngbull at 

405-422-7525

Bacone Lady 
Warriors would 
like to welcome 
guard Azha’Rae 
Richard to the 

Women’s Bas-

ketball Team 
from Watonga 

High School. 
“She is fast and 

feisty and will 
bring a threat 

to the defensive 

end.” #Bacone-

Warriors #NAIA

Happy 2nd 
Birthday
Nokomis
Ellaree
Magpie

Mommy & Daddy 
love you!
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Native Artist Market and Juried Show
September 9-11, 2022

Ignacio, Colorado 
Get the registration form at: www.southernutemuseum.org

970.563.9583

Calling Native Artists!
Artist Market and Juried Show

Southern Ute
Cultural Center & Museum

Native Art Market and Juried ShowNative Art Market and Juried Show

OpenOpen
Friday                   1:00-5:00

Saturday              10:00-4:00

Sunday                 10:00-2:00

LocationLocation 

Field between Museum and Casino

WorkshopWorkshop
Emerging Artists Workshop: Intro to Marketing and Sales

Presented by Oreland C. Joe, Sr.

Free but Pre-Registration Required

More info at www.southernutemuseum.org

970.563.9583
Paid Advertising


