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Rosemary Stephens
Editor-in-Chief 

Lack of transparency.
A common theme voiced from 

a few tribal citizens who spoke 
in opposition to the purchase of 
a ranch during the special Tribal 
Council meeting held Saturday 
July 23, 2022, in Hammon, Okla.

The A Cross Ranch is lo-
cated in Roger Mills County 
in Elk City, Okla. On May 18, 
2022 the Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribes’ Ninth Legislature, in 
a special session, unanimously 
approved Resolution 9L-SS-
2022-0518-005, to appropriate 
up to $13,800,000.00 from Tax 
Commission and approved load 
funds for the purchase of the 
ranch. Tribal citizens had a five-
day notice of the special session, 
and many tribal citizens indicat-
ed there were no details provided 
for the use of the ranch, nor about 
the ranch itself.

Following the special ses-
sion, tribal citizens circulated a 
petition to repeal the resolution 
to purchase the ranch passed on 
May 18.

According to the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes’ 2006 Con-
stitution, special meetings of the 
Tribal Council may be called by 
five members of the Legislature 
or by petition signed by 150 citi-
zens of the tribes.

On June 21, 2022, the Trib-
al Council Coordinator Jennifer 
Bailey notified the Ninth Leg-
islature that 214 signatures on 
a petition, seeking the repeal of 
Resolution 9L-SS-2022-0518-
005, had been verified through 
the Dept. of Enrollment. The 
Ninth Legislature, ‘due to the 
time-sensitive nature of the res-

olution, found it necessary to call 
a special meeting of the Tribal 
Council to vote on the repeal of 
the resolution.’

The outcome of the special 
Tribal Council meeting was 90 
voted in favor of purchasing the 
ranch, therefore not repealing 
Resolution 9L-SS-2022-0518-
005, 33 voted against the pur-
chase and 0 abstained.

Special Tribal Council 
meeting

The meeting began at 10 a.m., 
with roll call beginning at 10:10 
a.m. to establish a 75-person 
quorum of tribal citizens. Quo-
rum was met, and nom-
inations were opened on 
the floor for chairperson. 
LaRenda Morgan and 
Leah Burrows were nom-
inated for chairperson, 
with Morgan being elect-
ed for meeting chairper-
son with a vote of 73 for 
Morgan, 24 for Burrows.

Next, nominations 
opened for secretary of 
the meeting with Mary 
Youngbull and Leah Bur-
rows being nominated. 
After the vote, Youngbull 
was elected secretary of 
the meeting with a vote 
of Youngbull 58, Bur-
rows 41.

Before beginning 
meeting Chairwoman 
Morgan addressed tribal 
citizens in establishing 
some meeting rules.

“I’d like to establish 
some rules this morning. 
We want to make sure 
comments are respectful, 
we don’t want to have 
anyone yelling out or hol-
lering at anybody, so we 

want to keep the meeting courte-
ous and be respectful to everyone 
here … to each other … because 
we are all tribal members here 
today. Just a reminder that every-
one here is equal tribal members, 
so when you walked in the door 
your titles, and whatever else you 
may carry with you, we are all 
equal here today,” Morgan said.

After establishing a two-min-
ute time limit on comments, 
and allowing one comment per 
person, Morgan called for the 
reading of the resolution on the 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes to 
Purchase Ranch after Tribal Council 
Vote Majority Approves Resolution
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Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Gov. Reggie Wassana is presented with the 2022 AICCO 
Large Business of the Year Award. 

Pictured l-r: Nicolas Barton, Southern Plains Tribal Health Board executive director, 
who was awarded OKC Chapter Member of the Year, Nathan Hart, AICCO Oklahoma City 
Chapter President, Kara Lehman, public relations manager for Lucky Star Casinos, Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes Gov. Reggie Wassana and Bailey Walker, AICCO State President.

(Photo / Latoya Lonelodge)

The American Indian 
Chamber of Commerce 
Oklahoma (AICCO) awards 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes with the 2022 Large 
Business of the Year Award 
during the annual Gathering 
Business Summit held July 
19 at the Hard Rock Hotel 
and Casino in Tulsa, Okla. 

AICCO State President, 
Bailey Walker said the 2022 
Gathering Business Sum-
mit was the largest summit 
to date with a more diverse 
agenda than ever before. 

AICCO awards were pre-
sented on the final day of the 
summit. Awards included 
chapter awards for member 
of the year as well as the 
small and large business of 
the year awards. 

Walker said the Large 

Business of the Year award is 
bestowed to a tribe or com-
pany that has supported AIC-
CO programs or events and 
their community.

“We identify these orga-
nizations throughout the year 
and recognize them for their 
giving nature. The AICCO is 
truly grateful for these rela-
tions with all tribal nations,” 
Walker said. 

In awarding the Large 
Business of the Year award 
to the Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes, Walker said the 
Tribes were chosen for their 
overall support of AICCO.

“We chose the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes for their 
support for our Leadership 
Native Oklahoma (LNO) and 
our chamber events. With 
these types of support the 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Receives 
2022 AICCO Large Business of the 
Year Award

Latoya Lonelodge, Staff Reporter

Tribal Council chairwoman LaRenda Morgan makes announcements while 
waiting for the final vote tally from  meeting secretary Mary Youngbull (sitting).

Photo / Rosemary Stephens
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Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes Elder Care Program

2022 Summer Cooling
Assistance Applications
Applications for Elders’ 2022 Summer Cooling 

Assistance have been mailed to tribal Elders. Please 
take time to fill out the application and mail back to 
the Elder Care Program, PO Box 133, Concho, OK 
73022,  before Aug 12, 2022.

The 2022 Summer Cooling Assistance program 
does not affect the 90-day assistance. The last day to 
submit a bill is the day it is due.

If you are on an average/budget levelized billing 
cycle, Elder Care will pay up to $100 towards this 
billing plan.

No past due, disconnect fees, reconnection fee or 
deposits will be accepted.

For more information call 405-422-7411.

The Native American Journalists Association (NAJA) re-
leases the 2022 National Native American Media award win-
ners, with the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal Tribune being 
awarded three awards and one honorable mention for its 2021 
coverage.

The Native American Journalists Association will present 
more than 200 awards recognizing the best coverage of 
Indigenous communities during the awards banquet Aug. 
27 as part of the 2022 National Native Media Confer-
ence Aug. 25-27, 2022 at the Hyatt Regency in Phoenix, Ariz. 
The annual competition recognizes excellence in reporting by 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous journalists from across the 
U.S. and Canada. This year, NAJA received more than 750 
entries across the following divisions:

Student Division
Associate Division 1 (Circulation below 5,000)
Associate Division II (Circulation 5,000-10,000)
Associate Division III (Circulation above 10,000)
Professional Division I (Circulation below 5,000)
Professional Division II (Circulation 5,000-10,000)
Professional Division III (Circulation above 10,000)
The Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal Tribune, under Profes-

sional Division II, placed in three categories, and received 
one Honorable Mention.

“It is always an honor to be recognized by the Native 
American Journalists Association. A big congratulations goes 
out to our contributing writer Montoya Whiteman, who not 
only placed first for her news story in the Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribal Tribune, but also placed in several other categories 
for her articles in the magazine, Winds of Change,” Rosemary 
Stephens, editor-in-chief for the Cheyenne and Arapaho Trib-
al Tribune, said. “This year marks the 12th consecutive year 
the newspaper has garnered awards from NAJA. Professional 
Division II is a tough division to compete in with some of 
the top tribally owned newspapers in the country competing, 
including Osage News, Cherokee Phoenix, Mvskoke Media, 
Confederated Umatilla Journal, Winds of Change magazine, 
Mountain West News, and more.”

The Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal Tribune news staff in-
cludes Editor-in-Chief Rosemary Stephens, Staff Reporter 
Latoya Lonelodge, and several contributing writers including 
Montoya Whiteman, Kimberly Burk, Dee Cordry and Nancy 
Spears.

The following is a list of this year’s awards for the Tribal 
Tribune:

Professional Division II – Print/Online
Best News Story:
1st Place – Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal Tribune / Mon-

toya Whiteman
“Colorado Governor Rescinds 1864 Proclamations”
Honorable Mention – Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal Tri-

bune / Rosemary Stephens
“Voters Pass Constitutional Amendment Lowering Blood 

Quantum Requirement for Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ 
Citizenship”

Best Health Coverage:
3rd Place – Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal Tribune / Rose-

mary Stephens
“Arrival of COVID-19 Vaccines Sparks Ember of Hope”
Best Elder Coverage:
3rd Place – Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal Tribune / Rose-

mary Stephens
“Life’s Journeys: Changing Through the Years”
NAJA will also present the 2022 Medill Milestone 

Achievement Award to Cheryl McKenzie, Anishinaabe/Cree, 
the 2022 Richard LaCourse Award for Investigative Journal-
ism to Indigenous Investigative Collective (IIC, IIC is a joint 
project of NAJA in collaboration with High Country News, 
Indian Country Today, National Native News and Searchlight 
New Mexico, and the 2022 Elias Boudinot Free Press Award 
will be presented to the Navajo Times.

“Congratulations to all the winners for this year’s Nation-
al Native American Media competition, you are a talented 
group of people,” Stephens said.

To learn more about the Native American Journalists As-
sociation visit www.naja.com.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal
Tribune receive awards from Native 
American Journalists Association

Montoya Whiteman, citizen of the Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes, receives first place for Best News Story in 
this year’s National Native American Media competition. 
Whiteman is a contributing writer for the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribal Tribune.

(OKLAHOMA CITY) 
COVID-19 is still on the 
rise in Oklahoma, fueled 
mostly by BA.4 and BA.5, 
two highly transmissible 
variants that have quickly 
spread across the country.

Hospitalizations have 
more than doubled state-
wide since June, and the 
Oklahoma State Depart-
ment of Health warned 
Oklahomans this week to 
take precautions against the 
spread of the virus.

More than 70% of coun-
ties are seeing high or me-
dium levels of spread in the 
community, according to 
maps from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention. 

Oklahoma health offi-
cials have said there is a 
plentiful supply of antivi-
ral drugs and other thera-
peutics in the state that can 
keep people from getting 
seriously ill and winding up 
in the hospital. And phar-
macists can now prescribe 
Paxlovid, an antiviral used 
to treat COVID-19, which 
may make the drug easier 
to access.

What COVID-19 treat-
ments exist

If you test positive for 
COVID-19, either on an at-
home rapid test or a PCR 
test, you should isolate for 
a minimum of five days. 
You might need to isolate 
for longer depending on 
whether your symptoms 
are improving, if you have 

a weakened immune sys-
tem, or got very sick from 
COVID-19, according to 
CDC guidelines.

While you isolate, you 
also might be eligible 
for treatments that can help 
you get over the virus more 
easily and avoid serious 
complications, depending 
on your age and medical 
conditions.

For any COVID-19 
treatment, it needs to be 
given early in the course 
of the infection for it to be 
effective, typically within 
five to seven days of symp-
toms beginning. 

Here’s a breakdown of 
some of the types of treat-
ments that are available:

Paxlovid is an antivi-
ral drug that can be used 
to treat mild-to-moderate 
COVID-19 in people over 
12 who are at high risk of 
having a severe case of 
COVID-19. It’s two med-
icines: nirmatrelvir and ri-
tonavir, which are taken in 
pill form over the course of 
five days.

Lagevrio is another an-
tiviral drug that can treat 
COVID-19. The medicine, 
molnupiravir, is intended 
for adults at high risk of 
having severe disease from 
COVID-19. It’s taken in 
pill form over the course of 
five days.

Bebtelovimab is a 
monoclonal antibody treat-
ment that works against 
the omicron variant (and 

its subvariants) and can be 
used in people over 12. It’s 
administered through an 
IV, or intravenous infusion.  

Remdesivir is an an-
tiviral drug administered 
through an IV over the 
course of several days to 
treat mild-to-moderate 
COVID-19, and it can be 
given to adults, children 
and infants who meet cer-
tain age, weight and eligi-
bility requirements. 

Evusheld is a combi-
nation of two long-acting 
monoclonal antibodies that 
can be used for pre-ex-
posure prophylaxis of 
COVID-19. It’s meant for 
people over 12 who aren’t 
expected to mount an ad-
equate immune response 
after vaccination, including 
people who are immuno-
compromised or who take 
medications that suppress 
their immune system. It’s 
meant to be given to people 
who aren’t currently infect-
ed with COVID-19 and ha-
ven’t had a recent exposure 
to the virus. 

These drugs were in 
short supply earlier this 
year, when the original 
omicron variant took hold 
across the state and sent 
hospitalizations soaring. 
But now, the state has “am-
ple supply” of antiviral 
drugs, the state Health De-
partment said this week. 

As of July 10, Oklaho-
ma had ordered more than 

COVID is surging 
again in Oklahoma

By Dana Branham

COVID-19  / pg. 3



PAGE 3Tsistsistas & Hinonoei Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune

SPECIAL SESSION / pg. 7

Cheyenne and Arapaho
T r i b a l  T r i b u n e

Latoya Lonelodge, Reporter/Advertising Sales
405-422-7608 / llonelodge@cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov

1600 E. Hwy 66, Suite 8, El Reno OK / P. O. Box 38, Concho, OK 73022   Fax: 405-422-8204 

2010-2022 NATIVE AMERICAN JOURNALIST ASSOCIATION MEDIA AWARD WINNER -- 2012-2017 AWARD WINNER OF THE OPA BETTER NEWSPAPER CONTEST

DISCLAIMER: Letters to the editor, opinions and commentaries do not reflect the views of the Tribune unless specified. Correspondence must be signed and include a return address and telephone number for ver-
ification, otherwise it will not be published. The Tribune reserves the right to edit letters for clarity and length. Submission of a letter does not guarantee its publication. Photographs, news stories or other materials in 
this publication may not be reprinted without prior permission. Printed by Lindsay Web Press, Lindsay, Okla.

Oklahoma Press Association member Native American Journalist Association member

Rosemary Stephens, Editor-in-Chief
405-422-7446 / rmstephens@cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov

Society of Professional Journalists members

2020-2021 SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL JOURNALIST/OK CHAPTER MEDIA AWARD WINNER

On July 21, 2022 a public hearing was held for a special 
session of the Ninth Legislature called by Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Gov. Reggie Wassana in Concho, Okla.

The public hearing was called to order at 10:08 a.m., 
with invocation given by C4 Byron Byrd. Present at roll 
call was speaker A3 Travis Ruiz, A1 Diane Willis, C1 Bruce 
Whiteman, C2 George Woods, C3 Darrell Flyingman, C4 By-
ron Byrd, with A4 Rector Candy present via zoom. A2 Kend-
ricks Sleeper later joined via zoom. 

On the agenda, 10 items were discussed and voted on:
A resolution to appropriate $1,125,000.00 of Tax Commis-

sion funds that will be allocated to the eight districts.
A3 Speaker Travis Ruiz said the resolution was original-

ly submitted with the subject allocated to all eight districts 
including the speaker’s office. However, their office had re-
ceived notices to make adjustments. In adjusting the resolu-
tion, Ruiz said they took out the speaker’s office and decided 
to divide it amongst the eight districts equally.

“It’s a resolution to appropriate money from the tax com-
mission to the eight districts equally and this will also include 
the holiday funds for our districts,” Ruiz said. 

Ruiz added the funds were to cover contract workers ex-
penses as the original resolution had included American Res-
cue Plan Act (ARPA) funds but was changed to Tax Commis-
sion funds. 

“It was changed from the American Rescue Plan Act be-
cause there wasn’t a narrative justification form that was sup-
posed to be attached to it,” Ruiz said. 

C3 Darrell Flyingman questioned overspending of district 
budgets.

“What if the district over spends because that’s been hap-
pening a lot in the past,” Flyingman said. 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Treasurer Easton Yellow-
fish said some districts have exceeded their budgets and they 
have put a stop to that.

“We told them there needed to be more money for that 
district, so we basically have not paid their contract workers 
until they get this resolution passed to get more money,” Yel-
lowfish said. 

Yellowfish said Treasury is matching budgets with the ex-
penses and once they go over or before they spend all their 
money, they are being told they are out of money.

“You can’t spend more, especially if you’re using ARPA 
funds because that’s federal money,” Yellowfish said. 

Resolution number one passed with a vote of 8 yes.
A resolution to amend resolution 9L-RS-2011-04-007 – a 

resolution to adopt the Cheyenne and Arapaho Nonprofit Cor-
poration Act of 2022. 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Executive Attorney, Her-
shel Gorham said the resolution is regarding the nonprofit 
corporation was created for the purpose of the State Small 
Business Credit Initiative (SSBCI) program that the Tribes 
are pursuing. With the application due Sept. 1, 2022 for the 
program, Gorham said the resolution was submitted to create 
a nonprofit program back in April and is being resubmitted 

with amendments. 
“The board has to go along with it but also it allows the 

governor to appoint a member of the board as an ex officio, 
someone to be there that doesn’t have voting rights, but they 
are able to participate in board meetings including when they 
go to executive sessions,” Gorham said. 

Gorham explained the SSBCI is one of the programs that 
was funded through the ARPA program. SSBCI is a spin-off 
of a Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI) 
program.

“Most CDFI programs are basically the equivalent of 
small rural banks where they can be in a bank or they can be 
a non-profit set up to operate as a bank and provide loans for 
small businesses that are in distressed communities,” Gorham 
said. 

Historically, small businesses were not eligible or did not 
qualify for business loans as they went to large banks and 
were turned down. 

“CDFI programs were implemented and instituted to ad-
dress that this year,” Gorham said. 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Gov. Reggie Wassana said 
the resolution is an opportunity to help tribal citizens start a 
business.

“This is an opportunity for whatever business tribal citi-
zens want to start, they can actually have seed money to get 
started, whether it’s personnel or overhead expenses, startup 
money those type of things but it’s basically to start a busi-
ness,” Wassana said. 

Resolution number two passed with a vote of 8 yes.
A resolution to appropriate funding to the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Community Development Corporation for the re-
mainder of 2022. 

Gorham said the resolution is to support funding for the 
Community Development Corporation, the nonprofit corpo-
ration created by the tribes.

Startup funds in the amount of $261,000 from ARPA rev-
enue loss funds will be allocated for the Community Devel-
opment Corporation. 

“All this has to be structured so the tribes can receive mon-
ey, there’s qualifications that you have to submit and this was 
supposed to be finalized back in November of last year, but 
they keep moving the date and as tribes drop out we get more 
money,” Wassana said. 

When other tribes drop out, Wassana said the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes will get their share as the allocation has 
continued to go up. Other tribes also have to meet all the same 
qualifications that the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes are try-
ing to meet. 

“They have to do the same things we’re doing if they want 
the money, you have to have a board in place, you have to 
have a structured document that shows how you’re going to 
run the program, all this has to be in place before you actually 
run the program, before you can even get the funds,” Wassana 
said. 

With continuous extended cut-off dates, the recent dead-

line has been set for Sept. 1, 2022. Gorham said the allocation 
would be guaranteed if the tribes submit their application by 
the cut-off date. 

“It’s not a competitive process, every tribe that has sent a 
letter of intent has received the notice of allocation about how 
much their projected amounts will be, so as long as we submit 
our application by September 1 we will receive the money in 
installments,” Gorham said. 

Resolution number three passed with a vote of 8 yes. 
A resolution to approve the nomination of Berry Sewell as 

a board member for the Cheyenne and Arapaho Community 
Development Corporation. 

Berry Sewell is the president and chair board of First Bank 
Trust, a small community bank based out of Clinton, Okla. 

“I’ve been asked to possibly step in and help facilitate the 
CDFI I know there’s a lot of hurdles you got to jump through 
… I’ll serve in any way I can,” Sewell said. 

Wassana said Sewell and his family have a long history 
with the tribes.

“If you go to the bank they’ll show you some pictures, his 
dad is retired … we currently bank with them for housing and 
maybe some other programs, but they’ve always been rea-
sonable, tried to help and I asked Berry when me and Hershel 
were talking and he wanted to get somebody in our area,” 
Wassana said.

Wassana said he knows other people who own banks that 
would help, but said people always want to make sure pro-
grams are run correctly and successfully.

“So, if you have a banking background that’s definitely 
good for us,” Wassana said. 

A1 Diane Willis questioned why Sewell’s resume was not 
provided to the legislature for review. Wassana said Sewell 
did submit a resume, however it wasn’t forwarded. 

“If you want us to make a decision, we would like to have 
that information as courtesy,” Willis said. 

In responding to questions from the public, Sewell con-
firmed he had a felony DUI charge in 2011. 

Resolution number four failed with a vote of 6 no and 2 
yes. 

A resolution to amend resolution 7L-SS-2018-0605-002 – 
authorize the Governor of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes 
to submit an application to the Bureau of Indian Affairs to 
place title to the 93.433 acres in El Reno Tract in Canadian 
County, Okla., into trust. 

The resolution was submitted by the governor’s office to 
get the land in El Reno, Okla., behind the old Denny’s loca-
tion put into trust. 

“This resolution was passed initially back in 2018, we had 
to pull that application back because there was an issue with 
the legal description,” Gorham said. 

The original 2018 resolution had stated 91 acres for the 
land, however Gorham said once the surveyor did the survey 
making all the corrections, it was found that the correct acre-
age was 93.433 acres. 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes 
Governor Calls Special Session 
of the Ninth Legislature

Latoya Lonelodge, Staff Reporter

34,000 courses of Paxlovid 
and administered 13,452 to 
patients, according to fed-
eral data. Fewer Lagevrio 
courses have been used: 
about 5,200 of the over 
30,000 ordered.

Dr. Gitanjali Pai, the 
state Health Department’s 
chief medical officer, en-
couraged Oklahomans 
to get in touch with their 
health care providers 
about their eligibility for 
COVID-19 treatments. 

New prescribing rules 
for Paxlovid

It may also be easier for 
Oklahomans to access an-
tivirals now that the Food 
and Drug Administration 
has allowed pharmacists to 
prescribe Paxlovid. 

Tim Barrick, the presi-
dent of the Oklahoma Phar-
macists Association, said 
he and other pharmacists in 
the state were happy to hear 
of the change. 

“We just want to be part 
of the solution,” said Bar-
rick, who owns The Clinic 
Pharmacy in Shawnee.

Allowing pharmacists 
to prescribe Paxlovid may 
make the drugs more ac-
cessible, he said. Pharma-
cists will have to take a 
patient’s medical history 
and check for any adverse 
drug reactions to determine 
if someone’s a good can-
didate for Paxlovid before 
prescribing it. 

“You’ve got about 
20,000 chain stores across 
the country. You’ve got 
nearly 20,000 indepen-
dent pharmacies across the 
country. So that’s 40,000 
potential sites for individ-
uals to get taken care of,” 
Barrick said. “You can’t 
replace doctors. You can’t 
replace nurses … But if we 
can be more accessible, and 
it’s for the greater good, 
pharmacies want to be a 

part of it.” 
The federal government 

has a list of Test-to-Treat 
sites available through the 
Health and Human Ser-
vices Department web-
site, where people can get 
a COVID-19 test, have a 
medical visit and get med-
ications prescribed. You 
may need to call ahead to 
make an appointment. 

The change in rules 
doesn’t apply to Lagevrio, 
which still has to be pre-
scribed by a doctor. 

Taking precautions
Pai, with the state Health 

Department, said people 
should stay home if they 
have COVID-19 symptoms 
and get tested to prevent 
spreading the virus. 

“There are tools avail-
able you can choose to use 
to protect yourself, includ-
ing good handwashing, 
testing, vaccination and 
wearing a mask in high-

risk areas,” she said in a 
statement. 

Anyone 6 months and 
older is eligible for a 
COVID-19 vaccine, and 
boosters are available to 
people ages 5 and older 
depending on when they 
received their primary 
COVID-19 vaccination.

Adults over 50 and any-
one over 12 with a weak-
ened immune system is el-
igible for a second booster. 

Need to find an appoint-
ment near you? Go to vac-
cines.gov to search by ZIP 
code, or vaccinate.oklaho-
ma.gov for Oklahoma ap-
pointments. 

Oklahoma Coun-
ty-area opportunities for 
vaccination and testing 
are available at vaxokc.
com and testokc.com.

This story first published 
July 21, 2022 at www.okla-
homan.com.

COVID-19
continued from pg. 2
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Masters of Ceremonies
Alan Fletcher Manny King

Manny King is a proud cit-
izen of the Northern Cheyenne 
Tribe, Lame Deer, Mont. He 
received his bachelor’s degree 
from Westminster College in 
Salt Lake City, Utah and earned 
his master’s degree in education 
from Montana State University 
in Bozeman, Mont.  

He previously worked at the 
University of North Dakota, In-
dians Into Medicine Program as 
the College Post-Baccalaureate 
Program Coordinator.  He assist-
ed with the retention and recruit-
ment of native health profes-
sionals in the field of medicine, 
nursing, physical therapy, etc.  
At the Haskell Indian Nations 
University, Lawrence, Kansas 
he served as a guidance counsel-
or, academic advisor, university 
registrar, alumni coordinator and 

admissions counselor.  He assisted with the university recruitment and retention efforts for 
Native students and has worked diligently in the various facets of the university to ensure the 
success of the student population.

Manny’s Indian name is Nahkohvo Omaestse which means White Bear. He has served as a 
Master of Ceremony on many of the powwows throughout the United States. He has traveled 
to California, Arizona, Oklahoma, Missouri, Iowa, Montana, Oregon, and New Mexico to 
serve as a Master of Ceremony at many powwows throughout Indian Country. He has a deep 
appreciation and respect for the Native culture as well as the powwow arena.

He enjoys sharing stories, songs, and the camaraderie of the Native way of life.

Ivit-hit-shive... Whoo-kie-
wha-ha-maughts, 

Greetings my Cheyenne 
name is White Antelope. My 
English name is Alan Fletch-
er. It’s an honor to serve as 
your Master of Ceremonies 
and I’d like to welcome each 
and everyone of you to this 
year’s 31st annual Oklahoma 
Indian Nations Powwow. I 
have had the pleasure to serve 
as a Master of Ceremonies for 
over 20 years at various pow-
wows, traditional gatherings, 
as well as community events.

As your Master of Cere-
monies I will do my best to 
briefly explain the different 
dance categories and the pro-
tocol of the powwow. 

Once again, welcome to 
our Cheyenne and Arapaho community and one of the best powwows in the world. Please 
make yourself at home and enjoy a blessed day of fellowship love and laughter. If you have 
any questions, please feel free to ask one of the powwow committee members or reach out and 
meet a new friend, anyone would be happy to help you. 

May the Creator continue to bless you and your family with Piveaught/Ethete/Good Health 
and Happiness.

Head Singer
Freddie Cozad

Freddy Cozad is a full 
blood Kiowa from Mountain 
View, Okla. He feels very 
fortunate to be brought up 
with two grandfathers who 
taught and influenced his 
singing. His paternal grand-
father, Leonard Cozad Sr., 
was a great mentor. Through 
his Cozad family he has been 
able to travel, sing and com-
pete throughout the United 
States. These travels have 
created many friendships and 
relations that he appreciates.

Freddy is one of the few 
Kiowa hymn singers. It was 
through his maternal grandfa-
ther, Fred Tsoodle, who was 
his teacher of these songs. 
Another person who was a 
great part of his life was his 
uncle Milton Bubba Noel.

The Kiowas have over 200 
hymns for all occasions. His grandfather and uncle not only taught him the songs, but also the 
translations. Freddy is happy to be able to sing at various functions to share his expertise. He 
is very grateful to these three elders who taught him not only singing but his Kiowa culture 
and traditions.

The favorite pastime of Freddy is playing handgames. He is a member of the Camp 7 
Handgame team. It was a great experience3 for him to be a part of the Oklahoma group who 
participated in the Crow tournament in Montana in May 2022. It was a great honor for him 
and his uncle Joe Fish Dupoint to share the title of best handgame singer.

A special thank you to the Oklahoma Indian Nations for asking Freddy to be Head Singer 
this summer.

Ernestine Simpson White-
bird was born in Canton, 
Okla., to Thomas Simpson 
and Abigail Mixedhair, both 
her parents were full blood 
Arapaho. Ernestine was 
raised by her grandmother, 
Susie Rabbitrun Mixedhair.

Ernestine and her siblings 
were sent to Concho Boarding 
School after their father died. 
Her grandfather, David Meat, 
was the Arapaho Director at 
the Anadarko Exposition in 
Anadarko and selected her to 
be Arapaho Princess in 1947-
48. Ernestine’s class was one 
of the last graduating classes 
of Concho Indian School in 
1952.  

Ernestine met and married 
the late Malcolm Whitebird 
Sr. They had five children, 
Micheal, Thelma, Malcolm 
Jr., Maria and Diane and 
many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Ernes-
tine worked for Best Western 

in El Reno for over 25 years and keeps busy crocheting, doing puzzles and reading. Ernestine 
will celebrate her 89th birthday next month. 

Thank you to the OIN Committee for honoring our mother as Honored Elder.

Elder of the Year
Ernestine White Bird

Head Lady Gourd Dancer
Christie Modlin

Christie Modlin resides 
in Moore, Okla., with her 
mother, and is from the Iowa, 
Otoe and Sac & Fox Tribes. 
She is the granddaughter of 
the late Frank and Elvina 
McClellan and the daughter 
of Dollie McClellan-Modlin 
and the late Marvin Modlin.

Christie graduated from 
Oklahoma State University 
in May 1998 and has since 
been working in the gaming 
industry in positions of man-
agement, regulation, compli-
ance and auditing.

In 2007 she was named 
one of the top 10 women in 
gaming by Casino Enterprise 
Management magazine. In 
her leadership roles she pre-
viously served as tribal sec-
retary and tribal chairwoman 
for the Iowa Tribe of Okla-
homa.

Currently Christie serves 
as tribal secretary for the 
Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma 
and Gaming Commissioner 
for the Seminole Nation of 
Oklahoma. She loves spend-
ing time with family, trav-
eling, golfing and going to 
powwows.

Head Man Gourd Dancer
Lorenzo Bo Beard

Lorenzo (Bo) Beard, is a citizen 
of the Pawnee/Cheyenne-Arapa-
ho Tribes.  He is a self-taught artist 
and has been an artist since his early 
school years. Lorenzo has produced 
many outstanding paintings over 
the years. As a craftsman, he spends 
many hours working on cradle 
boards, paintings, and creating re-
galia such as traditional, straight and 
fancy for several dancers and family 
members.  

He generally spends his spare 
time working on Native American 
art projects for himself,  tribal and 
family members. During the week-
ends, he is generally found tradi-
tional dancing or gourd dancing 
with family members (Black Beard 
Descendents) at one of the area pow-
wows.

Lorenzo is an inspiration to his 
family, brothers, sons, and nephews 
who have been blessed with artistic 
talent.

Lorenzo and his wife Pam have 
been married for 33 years and reside 
in Moore, Okla. They have four sons, one daughter, nine grandchildren and five great grand-
children. 

OIN FLAGS TO BE FLOWN:
contined on pg. 9
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Seth Littleman is citizen of the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes. He was raised by 
his grandparents, the late Nellie Whitesh-
ield Littleman and the late Paul Littleman. 
When his grandfather passed away his moth-
er, the late Betty Hart, stepped in to help 
raise him from their home in Thomas, Okla. 
Seth Graduated from Thomas High School, 
attended Haskell Jr. College in Lawrence, 
Kansas, and finished his education at South-
western Oklahoma State University in 
Weatherford, Okla.

eIn 1988 he was placed in the Wildland 
Fire Fighters from Concho. For a year he 
was stationed as the engine boss for San 

Dias Forestry Dept. in Albuquerque, 
N.M. He worked as a crew boss, en-
gine boss, and crew representative. 
He also worked on the NASA Shuttle 
Recovery Team, the shuttle known 
as the TS 1-11 and many more disas-
ters, such as the Louisiana Hurricane. 
He has over a 100 fires and disasters 
under his belt. He was a member of 
the National Wildland Forestry De-
partment from 1988-2005. Seth has 
worked for the Caddo, Kiowa, Cher-
okee, Chickasaw and Apache Tribes.   
Seth enjoys his latest Job as a buffalo 
rancher for his Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribe. He has worked with the buf-
falo for the last eight years. He serves 
as the tour guide at Concho and loves 
when the children go through his tour. 
In January 2022 he married his high 
school sweetheart Tina Stevens, after 
being together for 38 years. He took 
her to Maui Hawaii where they were 

married on the beach.
Seth has two daughters, Jericah Little-

man and Lily Stevens,  grandson JaKo-
dy Littleman, sister Tracie Hart Toahty 
and husband Geoff Toahty of El Reno, 
Okla., brother Creg Hart and wife Ala-
na Wolftongue Hart of Thomas, Okla. 
Seth likes to attend and help out at tribal 
functions, ceremonies and many other danc-
es throughout Native Country. He loves to 
travel and loves just being with his little fam-
ily. The Littleman Family thanks the OIN 
Committee for asking Seth to serve as Arena 
Director for the Oklahoma Indian Nations 
Powwow. 

My name is Ralston Moore. I am 
the great grandson of Sidney and Pearl 
Moore and Mary Osage Green. I am 
the grandson of Ted and Dycie Moore-
Bravescout and the grandson of Thom-
asine Moore. I am the son of Randy 
and Melissa Moore and the father of 
Skyrei Maya Moore. I am an enrolled 
citizen of the Otoe-Missouria Tribe of 
Oklahoma but also represent the Cad-
do, Pawnee, Prairie Band Potawatomi, 
Osage, and Sac n Fox Tribes.

I am a proud member of the Native 
American Church Bravescout Chapter 
and Pawnee Chapter. I am a Haskell 
Indian Nation University graduate 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in American 
Indian Studies and was a member of 
the Haskell Indian basketball team.

I enjoy being around and being a 
part of our Native culture and tradi-
tions as well as being around wonder-
ful family friends. I enjoy dancing at 
our ceremonial dances as well as other 
tribes and enjoy dancing at powwows.

I am very thankful and honored to serve as one of the Arena Directors for the OIN Pow-
wow this year.

Arena Directors
Seth Littleman Ralston Moore

Head Man War Dancer Simon Washee
My name is Simon 

Washee and I am proud to 
serve as Head Man Dancer 
at this year’s 2022 Oklaho-
ma Indian Nations Pow-
wow. I am a proud citizen of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes of Oklahoma. I come 
from the Washee and Spot-
tedwolf families. My parents 
are Bernie and Laura Washee 
of Pryor, Okla., my grandpar-
ents are Rayburne Washee, 
Gloria Matthew, Charles and 
Stella Farebrother. My great 
grandparents were the late 
John and Jennie Washee. My 
ancestors include Spotted-
wolf signer of the Medicine 
Lodge Treaty of 1867. I am a 
sixth generation Sand Creek 
survivor and a fourth-genera-
tion fancy dancer and proud 
to pass down our family’s tra-
ditions and values to the next 
generation. 

I grew up in Pryor and 
after graduating from high 
school I studied Network 
Management in Alexandria, 
Minn. I currently live in Stillwater, Okla., with my life partner Lynelle Onefeather and our 
two sons Layson and Astro Washee. I am a father, business owner, actor, musician, and dance 
performer who has been blessed to travel across the US and overseas performing with the 
show “Brule.” I’ve had the opportunity to portray the character Kevin in the award-winning 
short film “Fancy Dancer.” I have been dancing at powwows since I could walk. In 2018 I 
was fortunate to represent my Cheyenne and Arapaho people as the Ponca World Champion. 

I am both honored and grateful to the committee for giving me this opportunity to serve as 
Headman Dancer for this year’s powwow. I invite everyone to come dance with me and enjoy 
this year’s powwow. 

Head Lady War Dancer
Cheyenne Kippenberger

Cheyenne Eete Kippen-
berger is a citizen of the Sem-
inole Tribe of Florida. She is 
a former Miss Florida Semi-
nole, and uniquely the longest 
reigning and first Seminole 
woman to hold the position of 
Miss Indian World.

Cheyenne is the grand-
daughter of Lawanna Osce-
ola and the daughter of Joe 
and Dr. Susan Kippenberger. 
Her Seminole family is of 
the Panther Clan. She is the 
adopted daughter of Virgil 
Franklin and Ida Hoffman 
and proudly carries the name 
Ha’ulsta’ulna or “Praying 
Woman.”

Her connection to Chey-
enne and Arapaho communi-
ty grew deeper when she was 
also adopted by Cheyenne 
Chief Jason Goodblanket and 
his wife Tammie GoodBlan-
ket.

Cheyenne loves all of her 
gained siblings, aunties, un-
cles and relatives. Currently, 
she leads communications for a national non-profit at the Aspen Institute called the Center 
for Native American Youth. Cheyenne is passionate about sustaining Indigenous culture and 
empowering future generations. She strives to live a healthy life physically, mentally and spir-
itually through prayer, self-care and traditions.

Cheyenne is grateful to have been asked to serve as Head Lady Dancer for the OIN Pow-
wow 2022 and thanks the powwow committee and the community for this honor.

Trinity Paige Black is the daughter of Megan Hart and 
Diego Hartico and the late Christopher Black. She is the 
granddaughter of Dawne Hart and the late Giles Hart, 
Jeannie Bigfoot and the late Carl Bigfoot. Trinity is a cit-
izen of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes and descendant 
of the Red Lake Band of Ojibwe.    

Trinity will be a sophomore this fall at El Reno High 
School. She has been accepted into the Biomedical Sci-
ences Program at Canadian Valley Technical College 
where she will also be taking concurrent classes. Trinity 
plays for the varsity El Reno Volleyball team and plays 
competitive volleyball with Stingray Volleyball Academy.  

Trinity carries on her family tradition and knowledge 
of the Jingle Dress. She has been dancing since she was 
a toddler. Trinity’s We’ehs Carol and John Barrett gave 
her Anishinaabe name, Miskwaanakwaddook. She fol-
lows the seven grandfather teachings, love, respect, brav-
ery, truth, honesty, humility and wisdom in her daily life. 
These teachings will carry her as she proudly represents 
Oklahoma Indian Nations Powwow this year. 

On behalf of our family, we want to thank the Oklahoma Indian Nations Powwow organi-
zation for selecting Trinity as the 2022 Sr. Miss. She is honored and will do her best to repre-
sent the powwow, her family, and tribes.

Kambri-Ella Tsotigh is the daughter of Rachel Allen 
and Terry Tsotigh, granddaughter of Hattie Tsotigh and 
the late Hubert Tsotigh. Kambri-Ella is Kiowa, 9 years 
old and going in to the fourth grade. She enjoys dancing, 
arts and crafts, reading, playing video games, talking to 
friends and family on the phone and playing with her 
two dogs and two cats. Kambri participates in ballet, 
tap and jazz classes and is in the Gifted and Talented 
Program. She has won the American Indian Exposition 
Beautiful Baby Contest several times. 

Kambri-Ella is the little sister of two brothers and one 
sister. She dances Southern Cloth & Buckskin styles. 
Among others, she is from the Lone Bear, Big Bow & 
Sankadota families. She and her family look forward to 
seeing you at the Oklahoma Indian Nations Powwow.

Riley Saumty Flurry, “Ohn Bay Bahn Bohn Dah” (She 
Brings the Light), is the daughter of Jason and Deidra Flur-
ry. She is an enrolled citizen of the Comanche Nation and 
is also of Kiowa and Choctaw decent. Riley comes from 
the Saumty, Mowatt, Pewo and Work families. She is 6 
years old and is a proud graduate of the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Concho Head Start Center. Presently, she is in the 
first grade at Darlington Public School. Basketball, soccer, 
t-ball, and swimming are among a few of her extra-curric-
ular activities. Riley also has a love for all forms of dance. 

Riley was brought into the arena as soon as she could 
walk and has made the powwow circle her second home. 
The support and guidance she has been shown is helping 
mold her into a strong confident Indigenous young lady 
who is working to become a role model for other young 
children. Riley is excited to serve as Little Miss Oklaho-
ma Indian Nations. She and her family want to thank the 
committee for affording her the opportunity to represent 
the organization and her community.

2022 OIN Princesses
Senior Miss

Trinity Paige Black

Junior Miss
Kambri-Ella Tsotigh

Little Miss
Riley Saumty Flurry

OIN FLAGS TO BE FLOWN:
contined on pg. 9
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AICCO AWARD
continued from pg. 1

OBITUARIES

Joseph Mark Quintana

Michael Wayne Hawk

The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline is 
now: 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline 

988 has been designated as the new three-
digit dialing code that will route callers to the 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline. While 

some areas may be currently able to connect to 
the Lifeline by dialing 988, this dialing code 

will be available to everyone across the United 
States starting on July 16, 2022.

Michael Wayne Hawk was 

born Jan. 21, 1954, to Beu-
lah Whitehawk in Clinton, 
Okla., and passed away in his 
Sayre home on July 11, 2022.  
Michael Hawk was raised 
and attended school in Clin-
ton. He made his homes in 
Oklahoma City where he 
worked for a moving com-
pany and then he moved to 
Holdenville, Okla. where he 
worked in the stockyards. 
He had most recently lived 
in Sayre where he retired. 
He was a citizen of 

the Cheyenne-Arapa-
ho Tribes of Oklahoma. 
He enjoyed taking walks 
and watching television.  
He is preceded in death by 
his mother, longtime com-
panion, Wynona Roman 
Nose, two brothers, George 
Hawk and Richard Larney Jr.   
He is survived by his sister 
Doris Salazar of Oklahoma 
City and two stepdaugh-
ters, Faith Ann Kirkpatrick 
and Tonya Quibodeaux, 
both of Elk City, Okla.  

He is also survived by 
seven grandchildren, one 
great-grandchild and one 
on the way as well as niec-
es, nephews and numerous 
cousins. 

Wake services were held 
July 15 at the Hammon 
Emergency Response Center 
in Hammon, Okla. Funeral 
services were held July 16, at 
the same venue, officiated by 
Pastor Gerald Panana, fol-
lowed by an interment at the 
Hammon Indian Cemetery.

Joseph Mark Quintana, 
“Vooheve” (Morning Star, 
Cheyenne name) was born 
on March 7, 1976, in Clin-
ton, Okla. to Joseph Ea-
gle Quintana and Karen Rose 
(Washa) Yeahquo. He passed 
away on July 19, 2022, at the 
OU Medical Center in Okla-
homa City.  

Mark was raised in Co-
chiti Pueblo, N.M. He grad-
uated from Santa Fe Indian 
High School with the class 
of 1995. Mark moved back 
to his family homestead in 
Weatherford, Okla. short-
ly thereafter.  He worked at 
the pet food plant in Clinton, 
then worked as a security 
officer and operations man-
ager at the Lucky Star Casi-
no-Clinton from 2009-2015.

Mark took part in the 
Cheyenne ceremonies and 
the Kiowa Gourd Clan. He 

sang with the World Cham-
pion Drum Group, Bad Med-
icine, as well as Yellow Jack-
et and Red Stone. In 2009, 
he and his brothers formed 
the group Bad Company, 
which consisted of singers of 
Western Oklahoma and Col-
orado. As he always said, “It 
wasn’t just a name, it was a 
lifestyle.” He also enjoyed 
watching OU football, trav-
eling to powwows, beading 
and woodcarving. He was 
also known to “terrorize” 
and make people laugh. Al-
though, he was very serious 
at times, he could be very 
humorous as well. 

Mark is survived by sons, 
Kayne Quintana of Phoenix, 
Ariz., Nakoma Quintana of 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada, 
and stepson Kyce Hamil-
ton-Iron of Ft. Collins, Colo., 
daughters, Amaya Kather-

ine Rose Quintana, Mari-
ah Tina Ann Quintana, and 
stepdaughter Jayla Hamil-
ton-Iron of Ft. Collins. Also, 
his stepfather Alan Yeahquo 
of Carnegie, Okla., aunts 
Judy (Christian) Sheridan of 
Weatherford, Rose (Mark) 
Washa Clayborn of Law-
ton, Okla. and uncle Tallsun 
Washa of Weatherford.

Mark was preceded in 
death by his parents, grand-
parents Max and Clara 
Silverhorn, uncles Mike 
Washa, Dean Washa, Ross 
Washa, Oscar Wash and aunt 
Tina Washa.

Mark will be deep-
ly missed by his family/
relatives, singing brothers 
and sisters, and the many 
friends he made throughout 
his life. Memorials may be 
made to the Native Ameri-
can Church, or Kiowa Gourd 

Clan.
Wake services were held 

July 22 at the Weatherford 
Indian Baptist Church in 
Weatherford, Okla. Funeral 
services were held July 23 
at the Clinton Emergency 
Response Center in Clin-
ton, Okla., followed by an 
interment at the Chief Black 
Short Nose Cemetery.

LNO and chamber events can be successful year after year,” 
Walker said. 

Walker said the award exemplifies the qualities and contri-
butions of their nation. 

“It’s a win-win for our Indigenous peoples and tribal na-
tions to collaborate together for a better tomorrow,” Walker 
said.

Past winners of the Large Business of the Year Award in-
clude Dobson Technologies, Memco Safety, Chickasaw Na-
tion and Citizen Potawatomi Community Development Cor-
poration.

“The tribes put a lot of dedication, time, energy and effort 
into trying to make our businesses and our tribal adminis-
tration productive and successful,” Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes Gov. Reggie Wassana said. 

Wassana said he hoped the tribal AICCO system had 
worked and produced the success the tribes were recognized 
for.

“We’re always excited that the tribes gets acknowledged 
because we feel that we changed the outlook of the tribes, we 
changed people’s perception, so with that and awards like this 
verify that we are making strides and accomplishments on 
how we do our business,” Wassana said. 

In receiving the award, on behalf of the tribes, Wassana 
said the administration is trying to expand the tribes with 
awareness and accomplishments.

“Some of our tribal citizens are members of AICCO so 
anything we can do to make this a success, as well as our tribe 
a success, we tried to go about and help other people that may 
need connections or networking so that we can all be success-
ful in the end,” Wassana said. 

And that’s part of what the American Indian Chamber of 
Commerce strives for. Providing networking opportunities 
for greater and better business opportunities for all of Indian 
Country.

Founded in the early 1990’ as a grant to the Indian Health 
Care Resource Center in Tulsa, AICCO’s primary purpose 
was to bring Native business owners, tribes and resources 
together. 

As a non-profit 501 (c)(6) organization, AICCO’s focus 
was to provide a format for American Indian entrepreneurs to 
promote their business, to make connections, act as a liaison 
for tribal economic development issues and to offer resourc-
es, training and networking opportunities for American Indi-
an business owners. 

“The growth we have experienced in terms of membership 
has propelled us to a new plateau of resources. We have part-
nered with multiple Native organizations and our new friends 
from Australia and Canada that are excited to share opportu-
nities. The important lesson here is to share knowledge, so 
we can better our Indigenous communities in social, health, 
commerce and enhancing lives overall,” Walker said.

First launched in 2016, the Gathering Annual Business 
Summit has been the largest event hosted by AICCO each 
year. The 2022 summit tripled in attendance with approx-
imately 400 attendees having registered for the event. The 
conference has offered sessions that highlight successful 
business plans of Native-owned businesses, how to seek gov-
ernment contracts, obtain financial assistance for businesses 
and newly added programming in the International Trade De-
velopment segment. 

“We’re proud, humble and gracious that people recognize 
what we’re doing, we’re proud of all the people who work for 
the tribes. We can say it’s kind of an AICCO system in the 
tribes that keeps things going and flourishing and striving for 

more success, so we’re happy, excited and proud,” Wassana 
said.

In addition to the tribes’ winning the Large Business of 
the Year award, Cheyenne and Arapaho citizen Nicolas Bar-
ton won AICCO’s Oklahoma City Chapter Member of the 
Year award. Barton is the executive director for the Southern 
Plains Tribal Health Board.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Gov. Reggie Wassana ac-
cepting the AICCO Large Business of the Year Award on 
behalf of the Tribes. (Photos / Latoya Lonelodge)

Bailey Walker, AICCO State President makes welcoming 
remarks at The Gathering Annual Business Summit Awards 
held at the Hard Rock Casino and Hotel in Tulsa, Okla.
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SPECIAL SESSION
continued from pg. 3

“Once that portion was 
done because it was a legal 
description error, we could 
file a quit title with Canadian 
county and get a judicial or-
der approving the changing 
legal description, that was 
done and completed over 
a month ago and has since 
been filed with Canadian 
county for correction, we are 
now ready to resubmit this 
application back to the bu-
reau,” Gorham said. 

Resolution number five 
passed with a vote of 8 yes. 

Resolution in support of 
pursuing a Geary Lucky Star 
Travel Center and Casino in 
Geary, Okla., on its Rodeo 
Joes Property and to autho-
rize Gov. Wassana to nego-
tiate and execute necessary 
contracts and to appropriate 
initial funding for AE&D 
services. 

Wassana said the tribes 
have property, known as Ro-
deo Joes, that was put into 
trust by the Geary exit and 
have since done a feasibility 
study by Klas Robinson.

“We’ve engaged and had 
discussions with some peo-
ple who would develop it 
so we want to try to have a 
new travel center and casino 
at the Geary exit, that’s what 
this AE&D architecture engi-
neering development design 
service is,” Wassana said. 

When Cheyenne and 

Arapaho citizen Ramona 
Tallbear asked what the cost 
of the AE&D services will 
be, Gorham said typical-
ly the architecture charges 
anywhere from 5% to 6% 
of the projected costs for the 
project as that is the standard 
cost. 

“We have to hire some-
body to actually do it so we 
know what the cost will be, 
you can probably do an esti-
mate on what any travel cen-
ter will cost but it says initial 
funding amount of up to one 
million from ARP revenue 
loss funds to cover AE&D 
expenses,” Wassana said. 

Wassana said ARP funds 
will be used only for AE&D 
services and then after deter-
mining the projected cost of 
the project, they would look 
into possible tribal funds or 
other resources for funding. 

Gorham said Klas Rob-
inson advised a facility of 
about 7,500 sq. ft., four ki-
osks with two pumps on 
each kiosk enough for gas, 
diesel for the trucks and six 
kiosks with one pump each 
for truckers to access as well 
as RV parking. The projected 
costs were around $15 mil-
lion that was laid out on the 
feasibility statement. 

Resolution number six 
passed with a vote of 8 yes.

Resolution in support of 
a new Tribal Administration 

Building in Concho, Okla., 
and to authorize Gov. Was-
sana to negotiate and execute 
necessary contracts and to 
appropriate initial funding 
for AE&D services. 

“Everybody knows we’re 
out of space, we got pro-
grams in El Reno, just like 
with this new program we’re 
probably going to have to 
go to El Reno to have them 
housed because we don’t 
have space out here,” Was-
sana said in referring to the 
current tribal complex locat-
ed in Concho, Okla.

With some of the Concho 
buildings not being able to 
be converted, Wassana said 
what the tribes need to do is 
get a big and comprehensive 
super complex type deal.

“What we want to do is 
create a museum in the cen-
ter of it to where when we 
have visitors, they come out 
here and when they come out 
here all they see is people 
and they see walls but they 
don’t get the effect of who 
we are,” Wassana said. 

While visitors are waiting 
in the lobby, Wassana said it 
would be nice to share some 
of the history and culture of 
the tribes with visitors. 

“What we want to do is 
build this complex, but we’ll 
house all the programs and 
put a museum in it, the mu-
seums are always standing 

alone and sometimes the 
museums don’t get visited 
because people don’t take 
that time to go, we put it in-
side a complex people will 
be there, people will see it,” 
Wassana said. 

The complex that the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes are housed in was 
built in 1977 and has since 
been outworn in its use. 

Wassana said it is unsure 
of what the tribes will plan to 
do with the old administra-
tion building. 

“We’re in the planning 
stages right now, we’re not 
going to say we’re going 
to build it next month, next 
year, but at least we’ll have 
something down to where we 
can start putting money aside 
or we can start looking for 
funds to actually do the proj-
ect,” Wassana said.

Resolution number seven 
passed with a vote of 8 yes.

A resolution to allocate 
the 2022 Gaming Per Capita 
Distribution.

The total amount that is 
being allocated for the distri-
bution of gaming per capita 
is $41,935,020.70. Of that 
amount, $640.08 will be dis-
tributed to individual tribal 
citizens who have been en-
rolled as of June 30, 2022 
with portions to be put into 
trust for minors. Newly en-
rolled citizens, that include 

the one-eighth enrollees were 
also included and would re-
ceive the allocated per capita 
payments. Enrollment has 
13,106 Cheyenne and Arap-
aho citizens enrolled. 

Resolution number eight 
passed with a vote of 8 yes.

A resolution to authorize 
the governor to execute a 
contract with the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs regarding the 
Hazardous Fuels Reduction 
Program.

Jeffrey Elizondo, Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes 
Fire Management program 
director asked to make an 
amendment to the title of the 
resolution as it is a support-
ing resolution and not exe-
cuting a contract. 

“With the hazardous fu-
els reduction program what 
we’ll be doing is going to our 
communities and doing haz-
ardous fuel reduction and do 
loads and fuel management,” 
Elizondo said. 

For the BIA Hazardous 
Fuels Reduction Program, 
Elizondo said it’s a sup-
porting resolution and the 
program is proposing nine 
employees for a multi-year 
contract.

“The resolution will say 
the tribes support what the 
fathering farm program is 
trying to establish, reoccur-
ring funds 630A contract po-
sitions to do hazardous fuel 

reductions within our com-
munities,” Elizondo said.

Resolution number nine 
passed with a vote of 8 yes.

A resolution to appropri-
ate additional funding for 
burial services. 

Wassana said the own-
er of Lee’s Funeral Home 
in Clinton, Okla., had said 
the funeral home’s expenses 
were moving up. The own-
er, Troy Lee had asked if the 
tribes could appropriate ad-
ditional money.

“I had put this togeth-
er with the $1,000 and our 
death rate what it is now, so 
I submitted this in regard to 
additional funding for funer-
al services,” Wassana said. 

Flyingman stated that if 
costs were going up, expens-
es for the family for burial 
costs should be raised as 
well. Flyingman proposed an 
extra $250 to be allocated to 
families. 

Financial assistance of-
fered by the Burial Program 
would include an additional 
$1,000 plus an additional 
$250 to families per burial. 
The resolution appropriated 
additional funding for buri-
al services in the amount 
of $175,000 per year to be 
funded by Tax Commission 
starting Sept. 1, 2022. 

Resolution number ten 
passed with a vote of 8 yes. 

   

Marcos Baros
Fitness Trainer

Diabetes Wellness Program

Supplements When I was young I was 
taught many things from 
my grandparents (Roy and 
Margaret Hamilton) about 
our traditional ways of life. 
When they passed, my moth-
er (Daisy Hamilton) and my 
aunts continued teaching me. 
Now that they are gone, my 
aunt Henrietta Mann, who 
I love and really respect, is 
continuing to teach me by 
her knowledge of our tribal 
history.

Let me ask one question 
to all Cheyennes who are de-
scendants from the Washita 
Battle (Chief Black Kettle), 
if you ever had a P.O.W. in 
your family? If you’re not 
sure please listen to what I 
learned. Our color guard was 
asked to carry the flags at the 
Washita Battlefield located at 
Cheyenne, Okla. While we 
were there they put on a pro-
gram and my aunt Henrietta 
was a speaker. She told what 
had happened at the battle-
field, she said that the women 
and children were labeled as 
P.O.W.s, and were forced to 

march to Camp Supply in the 
winter with very little winter 
clothing. So we all have had 
P.O.W.s in our families.

I thought this is so inter-
esting, I wanted to share it 
because it’s sad but true. We 
are so blessed to have some-
one so knowledgeable about 
our tribal history and cus-
toms, as Dr. Henrietta Mann. 
I was told by a tribal member 
that our tribe got tired of be-
ing moved from up north to 
different states like Colora-
do and Kansas, so the chiefs 
told the white leaders mov-
ing them that they would not 
move anymore and that they 
would make a vow to die 
on this land and their blood 
would stain the ground for-
ever. So now days we say 
that this red clay is the blood 
of our ancestors.

I thought it was interest-
ing that Oklahoma, a Choc-
taw word, means land of the 
red man. These are just my 
thoughts that I wanted to 
share with my people.

Thoughts by Mathison Hamilton, Hammon, Okla.

Congratulations to Wy-
lan Buffalomeat who signed 
to play basketball at Bacone 
College this fall.

Wylan is the son of the 
late Wylan Buffalomeat Sr. 
and Courtney Pratt. His ma-
ternal grandparents are the 
late Dr. Michael E. Pratt Sr. 
and Patricia (Barnes) Pratt.

His paternal grand-
parents are the late Frank 
Nelson Buffalomeat and 
Louise Whitehorse Foot of 
Seiling, Okla.

(Pictured with Bacone 
College Coach Ruben Little 
Head)

Supplements?
The fitness industry is 

booming! Along with that 
boom, we have a million 
fitness influencers that we 
follow and sometimes take 
advice from. These same 
influencers are pushing sup-
plements to make money and 
sometimes we take the bait. I 
have been there. When I first 
started working out I went 
to all the supplement shops 
and bought all the products I 
thought I needed.

Lessons learned. First, 
we have to look at what is 
a dietary supplement. Break 
down the name and it is sim-
ply something to supplement 
your diet. Fact is it all starts 
with your diet. Many of the 
supplements sold now, our 
body naturally creates or re-
ceives through our diet. 

BCAA- Branch chain 
amino Acids, our body needs 

20 different Amino acids to 
make up our thousands of 
proteins in our bodies. Nine 
of which are essential amino 
acids (EAAs), all that means 
is our body doesn’t create 
those so we have to get those 
in our diets. Branch chain is 
just a fancy way of saying 
chemical structure of those 
amino acids. However, we 
can get those branch chain 
EAAs by our food such as 
eggs, meat, and dairy prod-
ucts, anything protein rich. 

Next big on our list is pro-
tein powder. Is it necessary? 
No. Even without counting 
calories and macronutrients 
we are more than likely get-
ting more than enough pro-
tein. A 0.36 grams of pro-
tein per pound is all that is 
needed. For instance, a 150 
lb. person would need about 
54 grams of protein. Half of 
that could have been eaten 
with a chicken breast. If your 
goal is to get bigger, eat more 
protein.

The last one I want to hit 
on is fat burner pills, powder 
and cream. We have all read 
those boxes. Take this and 
melt away fat. Apply this and 
sweat drips away. None of 
these have actually been test-
ed. Therefore, these compa-
nies can make any claim they 
want on the product. The in-
gredients are sketchy at best. 
Again, the ones that are ben-
eficial can be found in diets. 
Take a nice brew of caffeine 
or green tea rather than sup-
plements with those in it.

Overall, do your research 
before you go out and spend 
a bunch of money on unnec-
essary things. What you’re 
looking for can be simply 
found in your diet.

 For more information on 
workouts and tips on fitness 
contact Marcos Baros Diabe-
tes Wellness Program Fitness 
Assistant Certified Fitness 
Trainer at 405-422-7683 or 
via email, mbaros@chey-
enneandarapaho-nsn.gov.
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Hammon PS - Aug. 10 Yukon PS - Aug. 11

agenda, ‘A Tribal Council 
resolution to repeal legisla-
tive resolution 9L-SS-2022-
0518-005, a resolution to 
appropriate $13,800,000.00 
from tax commission reve-
nues for the purchase of land 
in Roger Mills County.’

After the reading of res-
olution, Morgan opened the 
floor for comments.

“First and foremost, that’s 
a large amount of land and a 
lot of people sent me infor-
mation on it. We did look 
it over and for months we 
didn’t act on it, and then we 
brought it to the legislature, 
and the legislators looked it 
over and they all agreed they 
wanted to buy it,” Reggie 
Wassana said.

He stated he was aware 
the land was, “way out here 
and some people don’t like 
the fact that’s it’s way out 
here, but you know that’s 
probably some of our ances-
tors’ land we are buying that 
was sold, taken for pennies 
on the dollar. I’m in favor of 
it because we need to expand 
our land base.”

Tribal citizen Pete Salinas 
took to the floor stating, “I’m 
not going to take too much 
time discussing this resolu-
tion because I think every-
one pretty much knows how 
we are all going to vote. I’m 
not against it, several months 
ago people sent me informa-
tion about it and I called the 
realtor said, ‘no, no, no it’s 
not the tribes buying it,’ so 
basically he lied to me. So, I 
just thought it was just a ru-
mor, but anyway it turned out 
to be true. It’s nice we have 
a few explanations of what 
we want to buy here because 
back then no said anything 
they just denied it. It was 
put on a special session and 
we only had five days and a 
public hearing where it was, 
‘we could maybe do this and 
maybe do that,’ and there 
was no real definitive plan 

it seemed like, and that’s a 
problem I see with this ad-
ministration and previous 
administrations, they have an 
idea, they run with it without 
really planning on it.”

Salinas concluded his 
comments by stating, “What 
I would like to say we got 
the petitions, a lot of people 
spent a lot of time and effort 
to gather signatures to have 
this at the October annual 
meeting, and I know how 
much effort that is, so we 
wanted to have it at the an-
nual meeting, no matter what 
gets done here today, the 
Tribal Council coordinator is 
accepting resolutions for the 
annual meeting, we can write 
a resolution to repeal this and 
vote on it at the annual meet-
ing. We, the people, wanted 
to have it at the annual meet-
ing and I think it should be 
at the annual meeting and 
I think we are wasting our 
time here …”

Tribal citizen Wanda 
Morgan stated, “I think this 
is going to be a good thing 
for our tribe and I’m not just 
saying it because I want Reg-
gie to spend a lot of money. 
I’m saying it because in my 
life time I’ve owned proper-
ty and if ya’ll know anything 
about property you know 
it’s a good investment. So, 
I just ask that you all take 
your time and vote for this. 
It’s going to help in the long 
run.”

Pat Smothers stated, 
“Wanda, I guess you know 
more than we do, but most of 
us had no idea what was go-
ing to be done with this prop-
erty, 7,000 acres, it’s never 
been explained to us what he 
(Reggie Wassana) wants to 
do with it.”

Drew Wilson, a tribal cit-
izen who works directly with 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes’ cattle herd said, “The 
things we can do with this 
land, the sky is the limit. We 

can get the youth involved, 
get them out there showing 
horses, get the youth in-
volved. We have over a 1,000 
head of buffalo and over 300 
head of cattle and we have 
spent a lot of money on hay 
this past year, and with this 
land we can expand. The ca-
sinos cannot be our lifeline, 
when they were shut down 
the tribes were making noth-
ing. We have cattle, we can 
sell meat, we can give meat 
to you guys, in order to be a 
sovereign nation, you have 
to be able to feed your people 
and that’s what we are trying 
to do.”

Another tribal citizen 
Rector Candy said, “First of 
all I want to thank the gentle-
man for the prayer this morn-
ing. You know if you think 
about it, go back in history, 
this land was taken away 
from us. Why was it taken 
away from us? Because it 
was valuable. Land is a very 
good investment, it’s like 
putting 13 million dollars in 
the bank and letting it draw 
interest. It’s always going 
to hold its value and it will 
never depreciate in value, it 
will never decrease. That’s 
why the white people took 
that land, it used to be ours, 
we could write history today. 
There are other white people 
that want this land, not just 
us, they don’t want us to get 
it. If you lived around here, 
I talk to a lot of white peo-
ple around here and they say 
the old rich farmers coming 
into drink coffee, they al-
ways talk about us Natives, 
what are we doing trying 
to buy land, we don’t know 
nothing, we’re stupid, be-
cause they want that land for 
themselves. There are a lot 
of farmers around here who 
have money because they 
bought our land. If we had 
been smart back in the day, 
like the Osages, we would 
have kept the mineral rights 

when we gave up all this land 
back in the late 1800s. We 
were not smart back then, but 
today we could write history 
by buying back some of our 
old reservation back.”

Several other tribal cit-
izens took to the floor for 
open comments before a mo-
tion was made, and second-
ed, to call for the vote. After 
the vote, Resolution 9L-SS-
2022-0518-005, to purchase 
the ranch, passed with a vote 
of 90 for, 33 against and 0 
abstaining.

According to the reso-
lution, to repeal Resolution 
9L-SS-2022-0518-005, in 
the sixth “Whereas: Arti-
cle VI, Section 7(iv) of the 
Constitution states that if the 
Tribal Council fails to repeal 
such law or resolution at the 
next Tribal Council meeting 
where the matter has been 
properly placed on the agen-
da for the Tribal Council 
meeting, such law or resolu-
tion shall become effective 
immediately …”and the last 
“Whereas: On June 22, 2022 
the Ninth Legislature of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes called a Special Meet-
ing of the Tribal Council to 

be held on Saturday July 23, 
2022 at 10 a.m. in Hammon, 
Okla. for the sole purpose for 
the Tribal Council to vote on 
the repeal of the unanimous-
ly passed Legislative Reso-
lution 9L-SS-2022-0518-005 
…”

About A Cross Ranch
The A Cross Ranch is 

primarily farmland located 
in Elk City, in Roger Mills 
County. The ranch totals 
approximately 8,500 acres. 
There is 7,866 sq. feet of na-
tive and improved grasslands 
with 900 acres of crop land 
consisting of wheat and al-
falfa.

The land includes wa-
ter rights, irrigation system 
and irrigation wells, cattle 
processing facility complete 
with steel pens, a processing 
barn and shop/office build-
ing. Pastures have steel cor-
rals and water wells, with the 
wells providing water to the 
crops via an irrigation sys-
tem along the Washita River.

Also on the property are 
homes and cabins.

A phase one environ-
mental assessment review 
showed no significant nega-
tive findings.

Some proposed potential 
uses for the ranch were pre-
sented at the special Tribal 
Council meeting in the form 
of a four-color brochure, 
which listed:

Establish Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Cattle Company

Cabins for outdoor adven-
tures

Hunting and Fishing Pro-
grams

Ceremonial Cultural 
Plants

Mental Health Benefits
Recreational Use
Cattle Drives for Tourism
Movie Production Site
Bison and Cattle Devel-

opment
Expansion of land base 

for future generations of 
Cheyenne Arapaho Tribes

“The people used democ-
racy to display their approval 
of the actions taken by the 
legislators,” Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes’ Gov. Reggie 
Wassana said. “It is a move 
in the positive direction and 
for the good of all tribal citi-
zens. We’re going to buy our 
land back one acre at a time 
… thank you to everyone for 
their support and productive 
interactions.”

STC/RANCH
continued from pg. 1

Tribal Council Coordinator Jennifer Bailey asks for volunteers to serve as counters 
during the special Tribal Council meeting held July 23, 2022 in Hammon, Okla.

James was born in Phoenix, Ariz. His brother was Donald 
Earl Bear and his sister is Laura Heminokeky.
“Jimmy,” as he was called by folks who knew him best, 
grew up in Mt. View, Okla. He graduated and later joined the 
Air Force where he served four years in Abilene, Texas. His 
brother Donald Earl Bear was in the Army. Jimmy was very 
proud to have served and honored to be a veteran. He was 
very proud that two of his three sons also joined the military.
Jimmy was married to Theresa White, had four children, 
and they lived most of their lives in El Reno, Okla. He and 
Theresa raised their children, took care of grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, and treated them as their own. Jimmy 
worked at Concho Indian School as a teacher before it was 
permanently closed. He then worked at the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs in Anadarko and Concho Agencies for many years 
until his retirement. 

Lastly, James, Jimmy, dad and papa, as he was known to his family, was a good kind man 
and had a special relationship with God and enjoyed going to church. He was a good person 
and had compassion to those he encountered, never really got angry but had patience and 
was always a good-hearted person. He has helped people in many different ways and was 
always willing to give to those who needed help. He maintained his positive outlook on life 
with the help of God. He was an honorable veteran of the United States Air Force.
The Bear family is very much honored to have the pleasure of flying his flag this year at the 
Oklahoma Indian Nations Powwow. 

Friday Aug. 5: James Bert Bear Sr., U.S. Air Force

Moses Starr was born Jan. 17, 1932 to Moses and Helen 
Starr. His grandfather was Alfred Heap-of-Birds, a Baptist 
preacher and agent of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and his 
grandmother was Soar Woman, who raised Moses until her 
death.

Moses enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1950 and attended ba-
sic training in Ft. Riley, Kansas. From there he was sent to 
Ft. Benning, Georgia for Airborne training, where he found 
himself headed to Ft. Bragg, North Carolina with the 82nd Air-
borne Division. He later became part of the Korean War Rang-
ers, 14th Airborne Ranger Company in 1951.

Starr was deployed to Korea with the 14th Airborne Rang-
er Company where he fought in the Korean war. Following 
the Korean battles of 1950-1951, the Airborne Rangers were 
dispersed because of a lack of volunteers and Starr became a 
member of the 187th Airborne Regimental Combat Unit. The 

187th Airborne Regimental Combat Unit was in charge of the stockade where North Korean 
prisoners were being held.

After fighting on the front lines in the Korean War for one year and three months, Starr was 
sent back to Presidio, California and received an honorable discharge in 1954.

Saturday Aug. 6: Moses Starr Jr., U.S. Army

The late Wendell Dean Whiteman proudly served in the 
United States Navy during the Korean War.

Wendell Whiteman was the son of Alfred Whiteman Sr., 
of Canton, Okla., U.S. Army and Emily Washee of Colony, 
Okla. Whiteman comes from a strong and proud family of Vet-
erans. Whiteman’s siblings, which are deceased, were Clifford 
Whiteman, U.S. Army, Alfred Whiteman Jr., U.S. Navy and 
Vivian Whiteman and one living sister Mary Jensen Whiteman 
Lyttle, who resides in Arizona.

Whiteman and his spouse of 35 years, the late Marie Brown 
Whiteman, were proud parents of three daughters, Carla 
Whiteman, Debbie Whiteman, and Pam Mashunkashey and 
two grandsons, Russell Cozad Jr and Trenton Mashunkashey; 
and three great- grandchildren, Ezekiel Cozad, Charity Cozad 
and Russell Cozad III. 

Whiteman served in the United States Navy from Aug. 1, 
1952 and was honorably discharged Aug. 3, 1956.

Wendell Whiteman’s family would like to thank the powwow committee for this honor.

Sunday Aug. 7:  Wendell D. Whiteman, U.S. Navy

Color Guard
Buddy
Bond
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Native Art Market and Juried ShowNative Art Market and Juried Show

OpenOpen
Friday                   1:00-5:00

Saturday              10:00-4:00
Sunday                 10:00-2:00

LocationLocation 
Field between Museum and Casino

WorkshopWorkshop
Emerging Artists Workshop: Intro to Marketing and Sales

Presented by Oreland C. Joe, Sr.
Free but Pre-Registration Required

More info at www.southernutemuseum.org
970.563.9583

Native Artist Market and Juried Show
September 9-11, 2022

Ignacio, Colorado 
Get the registration form at: www.southernutemuseum.org

970.563.9583

Calling Native Artists!
Artist Market and Juried Show

Southern Ute
Cultural Center & Museum

Paid Advertising


