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Unlocking the 
Dark Secrets 
of Boarding 

Schools

Amid a thunderous beat-
ing of red animal-skin drums 
and powerful song, survivors 
of Indian boarding schools 
met in southern Oklaho-
ma this morning with the 
nation’s ranking official in 
charge of strengthening trib-
al self-determination in In-
dian Country and upholding 
the government’s treaty obli-
gations to tribes. 

Hundreds of former stu-
dents and their descendants 
had come to give testimony 
about the legacy of Indian 

boarding schools. But first, a 
dancer in a tasseled buckskin 
dress and feathers moved 
among those gathered in a 
rural gymnasium filled with 
women in colorful ribbon 
skirts and men in crisp, plaid 
button-down shirts. Then, 
they stopped to pray with 
Interior Secretary Deb Haa-
land, a descendant of the 
schools that have haunted so 
many Native American fami-
lies over centuries. 

Today’s meeting in Caddo 

Historic 
‘Healing Tour’ 
Launched in 
Oklahoma

By Nancy Marie Spears

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Gov. Reggie Wassana and Lt. Gov. Gib Miles meet with U.S. Dept. of Interior 
Secretary Deb Haaland, along with LaRenda Morgan and tribal elder Eugene Blackbear Sr. (Courtesy photo)

ANADARKO, Okla. (AP) 
— Native American tribal el-
ders who were once students 
at government-backed Indi-
an boarding schools testified 
Saturday about the hardships 
they endured, including beat-
ings, whippings, sexual as-
saults, forced haircuts and 
painful nicknames.

They came from different 
states and different tribes, 
but they shared the common 
experience of having attend-
ed the schools that were de-

signed to strip Indigenous 
people of their cultural iden-
tities.

“I still feel that pain,” said 
84-year-old Donald Neco-
nie, a former U.S. Marine 
and member of the Kiowa 
Tribe who once attended the 
Riverside Indian School in 
Anadarko, about 80 miles 
(129 kilometers) south-
west of Oklahoma City. “I 
will never, ever forgive this 
school for what they did to 
me.

Tribal elders recall 
painful boarding 
school memories

By Sean Murphy
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Latoya Lonelodge, Staff Reporter

Newly enrolled Cheyenne and Arapaho 
citizen Christina West, an attorney and part-
ner with the Barnhouse and Keegan Solimon 
and West Indian Law firm, has dedicated 
much of her life to working with tribes across 
the country. 

Based out of Albuquerque, N.M., West’s 
law firm has been dedicated to serving Na-
tive people, tribes and businesses through 
the United States addressing various Indi-
an law issues. Since joining the law firm of 
Barnhouse and Keegan Solimon and West 
in 2016, West has been actively representing 
and been involved in the case of the Pueblo 
of Jemez v. United States. The case involv-
ing the Pueblo of Jemez, plaintiff, v. United 
States of America, defendant, and New Mex-
ico Gas Company, defendant in intervention, 
is seeking to recover title of traditional lands, 
a first ever effort made by a tribe to recov-
er land that has made it to trial. The case of 
Pueblo of Jemez v. United States is on appeal 
to the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals for the 
second time, with the first appeal to the Tenth 
Circuit resulting in the decision reported at 
790 F.3d 1143 (10th Cir. 2015).

The Pueblo, a federally recognized tribe 
located 50 miles northwest of Albuquerque, 
N.M., first filed suit in 2012 in federal district 
court under the Quiet Title Act (QTA) to seek 
quiet title to some 95,000 acres, subject to a 
Spanish land grant referred to as the Baca Lo-
cation No. 1 that is located within the lands of 
the Valles Caldera National Preserve in New 
Mexico. The government filed a motion to 
dismiss for lack of jurisdiction, concluding 
the Jemez Pueblo’s claim accrued prior to 
1946 and was therefore barred by the Indian 
Claims Commission’s (ICC) five-year statute 
of limitations. 

The Jemez Pueblo responded by con-
tending that its aboriginal title was not ex-
tinguished by the Baca grant and the Quiet 
Title claim arose only when the United States 
began to interfere with and limit the tribe’s 
use of the land in 2000. 

The district court granted the govern-
ment’s motion to dismiss, concluding that it 
lacked subject matter jurisdiction. It held the 
Jemez Pueblo had a claim against the United 
States that accrued as a matter of law before 
1946 for the taking of the lands, and with the 
district court having found the Indian Claims 
Commission Act provided remedy for the 
Pueblo’s claim, dismissed the claims because 
the actions were not timely filed and the Unit-
ed States was immune from the suit. 

The Tenth Circuit concluded if the Pueb-
lo holds extinguished aboriginal title to the 
lands, then no claim needed to be presented 
to the ICC and the Pueblo can pursue its ab-
original title claims under the Quiet Title Act. 

“I think it’ll be interesting, an important 
part for other tribes across the country is that 

it was a somewhat novel claim and that it was 
land previously privately owned, arguably 
without the Pueblo’s knowledge and then the 
U.S. purchased it to try to create a preserve, 
which allowed the Pueblo to bring the claim 
under what they call a Quiet Title Act,” West 
said. 

West said most tribes couldn’t bring land 
claims against the U.S. because of the Indian 
Claims Commission being created.

“It provided a narrow time in which tribes 
could only make so many damage claims but 
because of the history of this case passing 
to private owners in the United States, it al-
lowed the tribe to bring this claim to try to 
actually reclaim land,” West said. 

That legal concept, West said, was af-
firmed by the Tenth Circuit in 2016 that the 
tribe could pursue its claim. 

“That’s sort of breaking law a little bit, if 
a tribe had been in a similar situation where 
it was privately owned and the government 
purchases it for some reason, I think tribes 
then have the ability to bring a claim and try 
to actually get back their land under the cir-
cumstances,” West said. 

The Jemez Pueblo’s ancestral aboriginal 
title allegedly included the Rio Jemez drain-
age and the Valles Caldera, in which the area 
is known to the Pueblo Jemez as the west-
ern Jemez homeland. The homeland includes 
land acknowledged in the case within the 
Valles Caldera National Preserve and covers 
more than 1,100 square miles in and around 
the Jemez Mountains. 

In seeking their ancestral lands, the Jemez 
people have used and occupied the lands of 
the Valles Caldera National Preserve and sur-
rounding areas in the Jemez Mountains since 
1200 CE. Descendants of the Jemez date 
back more than 800 years to have been pre-
dominant occupants of the land of the Jemez 
Mountains, including the Valles Caldera Na-
tional Preserve and the Rio Jemez watershed.

When the Tenth Circuit affirmed the case, 
West’s involvement with the case began 
shortly after joining the firm of Barnhouse 
and Keegan Solimon and West. 

“I was brought on the case to help prepare 
it for trial and lead the trial team, we had a 
21-day trial that was extremely long with 
tons of witnesses back in 2018,” West said. 

With the Pueblo of Jemez v. United States 
being a massive case, many attorneys were 
brought in and involved with the case. 

“I primarily handled the experts in the 
case at trial and then the district court as I like 
to say, we had to win 10 issues to win the land 
back and we won nine out of 10,” West said. 

West said the case was in the lower-level 
tribal court and when the United States imme-
diately appealed without having any trial to 
ask whether they could get the Tribe to bring 
its claim in a certain manner, it took several 
years before the Tenth Circuit affirmed. The 
case was sent back down to tribal court to 
be tried in 2016, around the same time West 

started at the firm. 
“The issue we lost on 

was that the trial court judge 
found that in order to prove 
our claim, we had to prove 
that the tribe has continuous-
ly and exclusively used the 
land for a long time and the 
court questioned whether we 
exclusively used it. And that 
was the one issue we lost on,” 
West said. 

The issue concerning 
exclusive use of the land, 
among a few others, has been 
the primary issue on appeal. 
During the long briefing, 
West recently provided verbal 
arguments before the Tenth 
Circuit. 

“The Tenth Circuit we 
hope will issue a decision 
maybe in two months and 
then its quite possible that 
either side will decide to ap-
peal it to the United States 
Supreme Court,” West said. 

The case depending on 
the final decision could im-
pact tribes across the U.S. in 
reclaiming ancestral lands. 
West said it gives tribes an-
other avenue to try to recover 
traditional lands which is im-
portant.

“I think the other piece of 
this litigation and its proba-
bly similar to other aborigi-
nal title claims is the national 
parks often involve land that 
is very important and has ut-
most ceremonial purposes to 
tribes, it contains their most 
sacred areas,” West said.

The Pueblo of Jemez, West 
said is not a wealthy tribe and 
has limited resources. 

“I truly appreciate the Jemez people and 
deciding to pursue this claim, there’s many 
prayers and thoughts that have gone into this 
case so to me its just a rallying cry for the 
tribes, a time to reclaim their sacred lands,” 
West said. 

While West hopes the Pueblo of Jemez 
is able to recover some of their traditional 
lands, she said the tribe is also seeking other 
means of working with the Dept. of Interior 
to try to come up with other solutions if titles 
aren’t ultimately transferred. 

“If the Pueblo were to lose, I would hope 
there would be further respect and control 
given to tribes over their traditional uses of 
these sacred lands,” West said. 

In actively working on the case through-
out the years, West said it’s been an honor to 
work with the people of Jemez. 

“I respect them, they have their issues 

too and in working together, overall I think 
I implicated their sincerity and their intent 
to honor and value their traditions and this 
land,” West said. 

Christina’s Cheyenne name is Hoy’eh 
Yoy’eh Yūh’. She is the daughter of Jim and 
Elaine West, who currently reside in Tijeras, 
N.M., and her sister is Karin Weekes. Chris-
tina’s father Jim West is a member of the 
Cheyenne Kit Fox Society. She is the grand-
daughter of W. Richard West Sr., a well-
known Cheyenne artist who taught art for 
many years at Bacone College in Muskogee, 
Okla., where her father grew up. She is the 
great-granddaughter of Rena Flying Coyote 
and the great-great granddaughter of Thun-
der Bull and Big Belly Woman. Christina’s 
uncle is W. Richard West Jr., who is a member 
of the Cheyenne Chiefs Society and was the 
founding director of the National Museum of 
American Indian.

Reclaiming Tribal Lands: Tribal 
Attorney Assists with Pueblo of 
Jemez v. United States

Christina West’s Cheyenne name is Hoy’eh Yoy’eh 
Yūh’. She is the daughter of Jim and Elaine West, who cur-
rently reside in Tijeras, N.M. She is the granddaughter of W. 
Richard West Sr., a well-known Cheyenne artist who taught 
art for many years at Bacone College in Muskogee, Okla., 
where her father grew up. She is the great-granddaughter of 
Rena Flying Coyote and the great-great granddaughter of 
Thunder Bull and Big Belly Woman. Christina’s uncle is W. 
Richard West Jr., who is a member of the Cheyenne Chiefs 
Society and was the founding director of the National Mu-
seum of American Indian. (Courtesy photo)

(WASHINGTON D.C.) 
Amid many momentous 
decisions from the Su-
preme Court in the final 
week of its term, the impor-
tance of Oklahoma v. Cas-
tro-Huerta, a jurisdictional 
fight involving Indian 
reservations, may go over-
looked. But its effects will 
reach far beyond Oklahoma 
and its land disputes.

Sign up for a weekly 
roundup of thought-provok-
ing ideas and debates

The 5-to-4 decision blunts 
the effects of the court’s 2020 
ruling in McGirt v. Oklaho-
ma, which reinforced that 
much of Oklahoma was, le-
gally, Indian country, where 
many crimes were beyond 
the reach of the state and its 
laws. With its new, sweep-
ing ruling, the court rein-
states a piece of Oklahoma’s 
pre-McGirt power over this 

territory by upending the law 
on reservations throughout 
the country.

The court held that all 
states have, as a matter of 
state sovereignty, the pow-
er to prosecute non-Indian 
crimes within Native lands. 
And in a bold claim that de-
parts from centuries of fed-
eral Indian law precedent, 
Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh 
wrote for the majority, “In-
dian country is part of the 
State, not separate from the 
State.”

To put it bluntly, this de-
cision is an act of conquest. 
And it could signal a sea 
change in federal Indian law, 
ushering in a new era gov-
erned by selective ignorance 
of history and deference to 
state power.

The majority opinion de-
scribes the question of state 
jurisdiction over crimes as 

having “newfound signif-
icance” after McGirt and 
insists that the “exercise 
of state jurisdiction here 
would not infringe on tribal 
self-government.”

Nothing could be further 
from the truth.

This is hardly the first 
struggle over state power in 
Indian country. Native peo-
ples have long fought des-
perately to prevent state in-
terference on tribal lands.

In McGirt, Justice Neil 
M. Gorsuch’s opinion el-
oquently begins, “On the 
far end of the Trail of Tears 
was a promise.” To under-
stand Castro-Huerta, we 
must look to why the Trail 
of Tears happened in the first 
place.

In the 1830s, Southern 
states including Georgia 
wanted Indian land. They 

The Supreme Court strikes again 
— this time at Tribal Sovereignty

By Gregory Ablavsky and Elizabeth Hidalgo Reese

SOVEREIGNTY / pg. 7
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Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes Elder Care Program

2022 Summer Cooling
Assistance Applications
Applications for Elders’ 2022 Summer Cooling 

Assistance have been mailed to tribal Elders. Please 
take time to fill out the application and mail back to 
the Elder Care Program, PO Box 133, Concho, OK 
73022,  before Aug 12, 2022.

The 2022 Summer Cooling Assistance program 
does not affect the 90-day assistance. The last day to 
submit a bill is the day it is due.

If you are on an average/budget levelized billing 
cycle, Elder Care will pay up to $100 towards this 
billing plan.

No past due, disconnect fees, reconnection fee or 
deposits will be accepted.

For more information call 405-422-7411.

County marked the first stop on Haaland’s 
year-long Road to Healing Tour, in a region 
ringed by the Gypsum Hills, the Red Bed 
plains and the Wichita Mountains.

“I want you all to know that I am with you 
on this journey, and I am here to listen. I will 
listen with you, I will grieve with you, I will 
weep you with you and I will feel your pain,” 
said Haaland, a Laguna Pueblo member from 
New Mexico and the nation’s first Indigenous 
cabinet secretary. “As we mourn what we 
have lost, please know that we still have so 
much to gain. The healing that can help our 
communities will not be done overnight but 
it will be done.”

Responding to the historic address, De-
lores Twohatchet, who is Kiowa and Coman-
che, stood with hands shaking. She pressed a 
burgundy and teal shawl, as a gift, into Haa-
land’s hands.

One boarding school survivor came from 
Michigan to attend: Bruce Charles Lachniet, 
who is Ottawa-Chippewa and a former stage-
hand for musical legends Cher and Elton 
John. 

In an interview before the formal testimo-
ny began, Lachniet, 63, told The Imprint he’d 
come to have his voice heard after failed at-
tempts over the past two years to contact the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, the president and 
the Department of Interior.

The horrors of boarding schools are in-
creasingly well known, and they are in the 
process of being documented by Haaland’s 
cabinet. But each account of lived experience 
— and the ripple effects throughout families 
and tribes — is searing.

Lachniet said he’s here because he wants 
to know why nothing has been done about 
the treatment he’s long tried to report to au-
thorities. As a boarding school student and 
the son of a boarding school survivor, he and 
his mother have experienced the unthinkable. 
She was doused with DDT, a powerful chem-
ical agent that burns skin and causes vomit-
ing, tremors, shakiness and seizures. His own 
horrific experience began when he entered 
a Catholic school in Michigan, he said. His 
hair was forcibly cut and he recounted being 
molested as young as 6 years old, at one point 
sexually assaulted with a broom. 

And when he reacted to the vicious attacks 
on him and broader attempts to crush his peo-
ple, Lachniet said he was beaten.  

As an adult, he said he doesn’t even want 
to claim his legal last name because “my real 

name, my Indian name, Mick-Saw-Bay, was 
stolen from me.”

A ‘Trauma-informed’ Tour
Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs Bry-

an Newland, a citizen of the Bay Mills Indi-
an Community, a tribe consisting of Ojibwe 
or Chippewa people, accompanied Haaland 
on today’s Road to Healing Tour. The na-
tionwide tour aims to elicit testimony from 
boarding school survivors and their descen-
dants within their own communities, creating 
a permanent oral history from first-person 
accounts. “Trauma-informed support” was 
made available during the Oklahoma event 
and will be provided throughout the year-
long, multi-state tour that will include stories 
from survivors, transportation assistance 
for those who wish to attend, and follow-up 
support available upon request. 

Future stops will be in Hawaii, Michigan, 
Arizona and South Dakota, with more tours 
to come in 2023, according to the Interior 
Department.

The survivors’ experiences echo Haaland’s 
own history as the granddaughter of boarding 
school students and the great-granddaughter 
of a man sent to the Carlisle Indian School 
in Pennsylvania, almost 2,000 miles from his 
tribe. That school’s founder Richard Henry 
Pratt is notorious for his oft-repeated pitch 
for forced cultural assimilation: “Kill the In-
dian in him, and save the man.”

“Federal Indian boarding school poli-
cies have touched every Indigenous person 
I know. Some are survivors or descendants, 
but we all carry the trauma in our hearts,” 
Haaland pronounced today from the River-
side Indian School gymnasium in Anadarko. 

Before she headed into a private session 
with roughly hundreds of survivors and their 
descendants, Haaland addressed roughly two 
dozen reporters today, stating: “My ancestors 
endured the horrors of the boarding school 
assimilation policies carried out by the same 
department I now lead. This is the first time 
in history that a cabinet secretary comes to 
the table with this shared trauma.”

Shedding light on troubled history
Opened in 1871 by Quaker missionar-

ies, Riverside is the nation’s oldest boarding 
school operated by the federal government. 
It is one of the 408 across the U.S. identi-
fied in Haaland’s recently launched Feder-
al Boarding School Initiative — described 
by the Department of the Interior as the 
government’s first comprehensive attempt 

“to shed light on the troubled history of 
Federal Indian boarding school policies and 
their legacy for Indigenous Peoples.” 

Haaland has pledged to document the 
schools’ troubled pasts, address their inter-
generational impact and fully account for 
the trauma they inflicted throughout Indian 
Country. 

In May, the Interior Department released 
its initial accounting of Indian boarding 
schools in this country, which first opened 
in 1801 with the failed intention of oblit-
erating Native identity and forcing assim-
ilation into the dominant white society. 
The ground-breaking report launched by 
Haaland, the nation’s first Indigenous cab-
inet secretary, also began documenting the 
schools’ horrors, identifying 53 marked and 
unmarked burial grounds on school sites 
where American Indian, Alaska Native and 
Native Hawaiian children were forced to 
attend for over a century. The inquiry has so 
far accounted for 500 child deaths across 19 
schools, with family members rarely notified.

Roughly half the schools were supported 
by the federal government, but operated by 
Christian institutions that attempted to erad-
icate the cultural and religious practices of 
America’s First Nations. Boarding schools 
were most heavily concentrated in Arizona, 
New Mexico and Oklahoma, where there 
have been 76 Indian boarding schools, ac-
cording to the Interior Department.

Federal archives show that the U.S. gov-
ernment “coerced, induced, or compelled 

Indian children to enter” the schools where 
their treatment included “solitary confine-
ment; flogging; withholding food; whipping; 
slapping; and cuffing.”

In a parallel process, a bill now moving 
through Congress would establish a Truth 
and Healing Commission on Indian Board-
ing School Policies in the United States. The 
legislation — given preliminary approval by 
a congressional committee last month — 
would include tribal members, mental health 
experts and representatives from numerous 
national Indigenous organizations. 

The bill is sponsored by Democratic Rep. 
Sharice Davids of Kansas, a member of the 
Ho-Chunk Nation. If enacted, a 10-member 
commission appointed by the president and 
leaders in both houses of Congress would 
hold public hearings with Indian boarding 
school survivors and document “the impacts 
of the physical, psychological, and spiritual 
violence” they suffered. 

The U.S. efforts to acknowledge and re-
pair the harm from its centuries-long prac-
tices trail well behind its neighboring nation 
to the north. The efforts toward healing from 
traumatic boarding school experiences began 
in Canada in 2006, when its prime minister 
apologized to that country’s First Nations. 
In 2015, Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission released a seven-volume re-
port describing terror-filled experiences in 
its schools of forced attendance. In January, 
Canada settled 
with tribes for 

HEALING TOUR
continued from pg. 1

Delores  Twohatchet,  who  is  Kiowa  and  Comanche,  gives  Secretary  Haaland  a 
shawl as a gift. (Photo / Nick Oxford)

HEALING TOUR / pg. 5



PAGE 5Tsistsistas & Hinonoei Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune

$31.5 billion — the largest 
such award in the country’s 
history — for the govern-
ment’s violent policies of 
family separation. The mon-
ey will reform the child wel-
fare system and compensate 
Indigenous families whose 
children were unnecessarily 
removed from their homes 
and taken into foster care.

Meanwhile, this month, 
the Federal Court of Can-
ada certified a class-
action lawsuit against the 
government on behalf of 
Indigenous children who 
were removed from their 
families and placed in non-
Native homes. The suit 
alleges the government’s 
actions showed “systemic 
negligence” toward 
Indigenous children within 
Canada’s child welfare 
system. 

Bottom of Form
Survivors in Caddo Coun-

ty speak out
Beginning in the 1800s, 

students were wrenched 
from the Wichita, Delaware 
and Caddo tribes and sent 
to Oklahoma’s Riverside 
school. This went on for 
about half a century, and in 
1922, the school began re-
moving Kiowa students from 
their homes as well. Navajo 
or Diné children from Ari-
zona and New Mexico were 
sent there beginning in 1945. 

Today, the school is de-
scribed as a far cry from its 
past. It currently serves 800 
students from 75 tribes for 
nine months of each year and 
is operated by the Bureau of 
Indian Education. The school 
is described as providing a 
holistic education, with an 
academic focus and access 

to technology in addition to 
respect for students’ cultural 
and spiritual practices.

But the trauma of the past 
is ever present. 

Desiray Emerton, a Semi-
nole Nation council member 
and military veteran, brought 
her adult daughter Krystal 
to the Road To Healing tour 
stop. She said it’s important 
for her daughter to know that 
the systemic social, health 
and political problems of 
Indian Country began with 
the treatment of students at 
boarding schools. 

This event is an opportu-
nity for therapy and healing, 
she said, and a time for ac-
tion. 

“We just want the truth, 
we’re not trying to blame 

anybody,” Emerton said. 
“We just want to make sure 
that our history is being told. 
We want the truth known so 
we can begin to address the 
healing process.”

Emerton, 52, said her 
mother and grandmother 
were boarding school sur-
vivors, attendance that had 
lasting effects throughout 
her childhood, including dif-
ficulty bonding with the fam-
ily’s matriarchs. Her grand-
mother attended Goodland 
Academy in Choctaw Coun-
ty, and other relatives attend-
ed Chilocco Indian School 
in north-central Oklahoma. 
Due to the generational im-
pact of abusive treatment at 
boarding schools, she said, 
“my mother told me that she 

had to learn how to be com-
passionate with me.”

Because her foremothers 
were part of a “discrimina-
tion that’s nationwide,” they 
were often beaten for using 
their language, or for speak-
ing when not spoken to. 

“Boarding schools did 
that and they took so much 
from Indigenous commu-
nities,” Emerton said. “My 
mother’s mother didn’t know 
how to show love or cuddle 
her due to the sterile environ-
ment and harsh treatment at 
Goodland.”

This story is being 
co-published with The Im-
print, a non-profit news out-
let focused on the nation’s 
child welfare and youth jus-
tice systems.”

Hundreds gather in the Riverside Indian School gymnasium to meet with 
Secretary of Interior Deb Haaland. (Photo / Nick Oxford)

HEALING TOUR
continued from pg. 4

“It may be good now. But 
it wasn’t back then.”

As the elders spoke, U.S. 
Secretary of the Interior Deb 
Haaland, herself a Laguna 
Pueblo from New Mexico 
and the first Native Ameri-
can cabinet secretary in U.S. 
history, listened quietly. The 
event at the Riverside Indian 
School, which still operates 
today but with a vastly dif-
ferent mission, was the first 
stop on a yearlong nation-
wide tour to hear about the 
painful experiences of Native 
Americans who were sent 
to the government-backed 
boarding schools.

“Federal Indian boarding 
school policies have touched 
every Indigenous person I 
know,” Haaland said at the 
start of the event, which at-
tracted Native Americans 
from throughout the region. 
“Some are survivors. Some 
are descendants. But we 
all carry the trauma in our 
hearts.

“My ancestors endured 
the horrors of the Indian 
boarding school assimilation 
policies carried out by the 
same department that I now 
lead. This is the first time in 
history that a cabinet secre-
tary comes to the table with 
this shared trauma.”

Haaland’s agency recent-
ly released a report that iden-
tified more than 400 of the 
schools, which sought to as-
similate Native children into 
white society during a period 
that stretched from the late 
18th century until the late 
1960s.

Although most closed 
their doors long ago and none 
still exist to strip students of 
their identities, some still 
function as schools, albe-
it with drastically different 
missions that celebrate the 
cultural backgrounds of their 
Native students. Among 
them is Riverside, which is 
one of oldest.

Riverside, which opened 

in 1871, serves students from 
grades four through 12 these 
days, offering them special-
ized academic programs as 
well as courses on cultural 
topics such as bead-working, 
shawl-making and an intro-
duction to tribal art, foods 
and games. Currently oper-
ated by the Bureau of Indian 
Education, it has nearly 800 
students from more than 75 
tribes across the country, and 
the school’s administration, 
staff and faculty are mostly 
Native American.

It is one of 183 elemen-
tary and secondary schools 
across the country funded by 
the Bureau of Indian Educa-
tion that seek to provide ed-
ucation aligned with a tribe’s 
needs for cultural and eco-
nomic well-being, according 
to the bureau’s website.

But Riverside also has 
a dark history of mistreat-
ing the thousands of Native 
American students who were 
forced from their homes to 
attend it.

Neconie, who still lives 
in Anadarko, recalled being 

beaten if he cried or spoke 
his native Kiowa language 
when he attended Riverside 
in the late 1940s and early 
1950s.

“Every time I tried to 
talk Kiowa, they put lye in 

my mouth,” he said. “It was 
12 years of hell.”

Brought Plenty, a Stand-
ing Rock Sioux who lives 
in Dallas, recalled the years 

DARK SECRETS
continued from pg. 1

Dorothy WhiteHorse, 89, Kiowa, who attended Riverside Indian School  in  the 1940s, 
said she recalled learning to dance the jitterbug in the school’s gymnasium and learning to 
speak English for the first time. She also recalled older Kiowa women who served as house 
mothers in the dormitories who let her speak her Native language and treated her with 
kindness. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)

Donald Neconie,  84,  a  former U.S. Marine  and mem-
ber of the Kiowa Tribe, recounts his experiences as a child 
at  an  Indian  boarding  school  Saturday,  July  9,  2022,  in 
Anadarko, Okla., during a meeting to hear about the pain-
ful experiences of Native Americans who were sent to gov-
ernment-backed boarding schools designed to strip them of 
their cultural identities. One by one, Native American tribal 
elders who were once students at government-backed Indi-
an boarding schools testified about the hardships they en-
dured: beatings, whippings, sexual assaults, forced haircuts 
and painful nicknames. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)

DARK SECRETS  / pg. 7
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OBITUARIES
Daniel Crawford Bressler 

was born Nov. 5, 1987 in 
Groton, Conn. He lived the 
majority of his life in El 
Reno, Okla. and was a mem-
ber of the Rock of Resto-
ration Church. He had vari-
ous jobs in his life including 
working in security at the 
Lucky Star Casino.

Daniel died June 13, 2022 
at Integris Canadian Valley 
Hospital in Yukon, Okla.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Daniel Ray Bressler, 

Rebecca Ruth Bressler and 
Avery Scot Bressler, broth-
ers, John Wesley Dyer, Wil-
liam Woodrow Bressler and 
David Nathaniel Bressler, 
and many relatives and 
friends.

His mother Donna Jean 
Bressler, preceded him in 
death in 2016.

Funeral services were 
held July 1 at the Concho 
Emergency Response Center 
with Rev. Robert Davilla of-
ficiating, followed by an in-

terment at the Concho Indian 
Cemetery under the direction 
of Huber Benson Funeral 
Home.

Patrick ‘PJ’ Tennyson Lefore Jr.
Patrick ‘PJ’ Tennyson Le-

flore Jr. was born on Oct. 25, 
1999 in Oklahoma City to 
Shalane Sampson and Pat-
rick Leflore.

PJ was a loving and car-
ing gentle soul. He was the 
most “bestest” friend and 
family member anyone could 
ever ask for. He was silly, al-
ways loved to joke around 
and have a good time. His 
sense of humor and person-
ality would always light up 
the room. PJ remained strong 
and determined, despite fac-
ing life’s obstacles. His fa-
vorite color was black, and 
he loved to wear his Vans. 
His favorite things to do 
were watching sunsets and 
painting. Everyone he met 
loved and adored him im-
mensely. He will be deeply 
missed by everyone he met. 

Until we meet again, we 
all love you so much. The 
good die young. 

He was preceded in death 
by his mother Shalane Samp-
son, his grandmother Lillian 
Betsey and his grandfather 
Presley Betsey. 

Survivors include his fa-
ther Patrick LeFlore Sr. of 
Geary, Okla., his grandpar-
ents Eva LeFlore and Frank 
Sweezy of Geary, Okla., his 
sister Raine LeFlore of Yu-
kon, Okla., his aunts Denise 
Lopez and husband Jesus of 
Oklahoma City, Mary Coo-
per and husband Donnie of 
Oklahoma City, Jessie Bet-
sey of Oklahoma City, Darla 
Sampson of Oklahoma City, 
Pamela Bearbow of Geary, 
and his uncles, Jerry LeFlo-
re of Oklahoma City and 
Shawn Betsey of Oklahoma 
City, his cousins, Israel Jr., 
Jesus Jr., Sierra and Car-
los Lopez all of Oklahoma 
City, Johnny Joe Montoya of 
Texas, Santana Sampson of 
Texas, Betsey Bates of Okla-

homa City, his best friends, 
Irene Rodriguez, Seneca 
Noline, Brianna Littleraven, 
and Angelene Bates, as well 
as a host of cousins, many 
other relatives and friends.

Wake service was held 
June 24 at the Geary Emer-
gency Response Center in 
Geary, Okla. Funeral ser-
vices were held June 25 at 
the Concho Emergency Re-
sponse Center in Concho, 
Okla., officiated by Jeffrey 
Haag, followed by an inter-
ment at the Concho Indian 
Cemetery.

Clarice Svitak
Clarice Svitak was born 

Sept. 3, 1978 in Waton-
ga, Okla., to Enos and Ju-
lia (Sweezy) Svitak Jr. She 
passed away July 2, 2022 at 
home in El Reno, Okla., at 
the age of 43. 

Clarice attended kinder-
garten at Geary grade school 
in Geary, Okla., then attend-
ed Darlington School from 
1st to 8th grade. During her 
school days at Darlington 
she loved drawing and play-
ing basketball. After her 8th 
grade graduation, she at-
tended Etta Dale Jr. High, 
and graduated from El Reno 
High School in 1998.   

During the summertime 
Clarice danced Southern 
Cloth. She enjoyed being in 
the dance arena along with 
her sister Andrea and grand-
mother Naomi Svitak. Cla-
rice had a gentle self about 
her, a loving heart for all who 
knew her. She always had a 
smile. Clarice enjoyed being 
around her cousins as they 
grew up. A few of her hob-
bies were beading earrings 
that her aunt Norma taught 
her and beading bracelets 
with names on them. She 
also loved sewing, listen-
ing to Peyote songs, Native 
American hymns, R&B, and 
hip-hop music.

Clarice was blessed with 
a son Andrew James Svi-
tak on Aug. 6, 2003. Clarice 
became a loving and caring 
mother. She made sure that 
he had everything that he 
needed. Clarice encouraged 
Andrew to finish high school 
as she had done. Then on 
May 14, 2022 all her hard 
work raising Andrew had 
paid off, she was rewarded 

by seeing him receive his 
high school diploma, at the 
same high school she had 
graduated from.

Clarice was a descendent 
of the Jabeen family of the 
Sand Creek Massacre in 
Sand Creek, Colorado 1864.

Survivors include her son 
Andrew J. Svitak, her par-
ents Enos and Julia Svitak 
Jr, her older sister Andrea 
Phemister, husband Mi-
chael Phemister, niece Hail-
ee Phemister. Her younger 
sister Kathrine Svitak, her 
nieces Donna Minear, Nao-
mi Rowlodge and a nephew 
Ilias Rowlodge of El Reno, 
Okla. Maternal uncles and 
aunts Roderick & Angela 
Sweezy of Greenfield, Okla., 
Barbara Sweezy of Geary, 
Okla., Deborah Sweezy of 
Geary, Okla., Frank & Eva 
Grace LeFlore of Geary, 
Norma & Phillip Black of 
El Reno, Carol Sweezy of 
Shawnee, Okla., Sandra K. 
Todd, David Mehaffy. Cous-
ins Jarrett Sweezy, Ama-
ris Sweezy, Alyssa Bear, 
Kendrick Sweezy, Heartsill 
Sweezy, R.J. Sweezy, Joshua 
Davidson, Samuel Young-
bull, Richard Youngbull, 
James Youngbull, Veronica 
Youngbull, Aria Black, Chad 
Clay, Elliott Clay, Jordan 
Clay. Paternal uncles and 
aunts Marilyn & Billy Mar-
tin, Del City, Okla., Michael 
& Carmen Svitak of Jenks, 
Okla., Jenny Svitak of Chick-
asha, Okla., Carrie Penning-
ton of Calumet City, IL, Nor-
bert & Marian of Arlington, 
Texas, Norman and Karen of 
Arlington, Cathy & Charles 
Harrison of Anadarko, Okla., 
cousins Stephanie Thom-

as-Hand, Audrey Colston, 
Jesse Svitak, Jackie Lynn 
Guidry, Jeffrey Kawaykla, 
Tamara Kawykla, PonyBoy 
Kawykla, Aaron Kawayk-
la, Chis  Pennington, Casey 
Pennington; Brent Svitak, 
Kent Svitak, Matthew Svi-
tak, Tara Clayton, Chelsa 
Harrison and Josh Harrison.

Clarice is preceded in 
death by grandparents Mary 
K. (Blindy) Sweezy and 
Samuel Sweezy, cousin Mar-
cella Diane Sweezy, aunt 
Mary Jane Sweezy, Naomi 
(Cozad) Svitak and Enos 
Svitak Sr., cousin John Mi-
chael Svitak and uncle Ed-
ward Svitak.

Thank you to family and 
friends for your prayers, 
comforting words of kind-
ness, Cheyenne-Arapaho 
Tribes Burial Program and 
Cemetery Groundskeepers.

Wake service was held 
July 12 at the Concho Emer-
gency Response Center in 
Concho, Okla. Funeral ser-
vices were held July 13, at 
the same venue, officiated 
by Rev. Michael Svitak and 
Alvin Deer, followed by an 
interment at the Greenfield 
Indian Baptist Cemetery in 
Greenfield, Okla., under the 
direction of Huber Benson 
Funeral Home.

Edwin James Taylor
Edwin James Taylor was born March 29, 1953. He passed 

from this earth on June 16, 2022.
Graveside services were held June 22 at the Colony Indian 

Cemetery in Colony, Okla., under the direction of Kiesau-Lee 
Funeral Home.

Augustine A. Tenorio
Augustine A. Tenorio was born May 18, 1949. He passed 

from this earth on June 25, 2022.
A wake service was held June 28 at the Clinton Indian 

Baptist Church in Clinton, Okla. Funeral services were held 
June 29, at the same venue, followed by an interment at the 
Colony Indian Cemetery in Colony, Okla., under the direction 
of Kiesau-Lee Funeral Home.

Kathy Ann Williams
Kathy Ann Williams was 

born Dec. 19, 1951 in Clin-
ton, Okla. to Kenneth and 
Ida (Nibbs) Williams. She 
fought a courageous bat-
tle with cancer and passed 
peacefully with her family 
by her side on June 28, 2022 
at Cherokee Indian Hospital 
in Cherokee, N.C. Kathy’s 
Indian name was Hiinoon-
oet, meaning Cloud (above 
us).

Kathy was raised in Can-
ton, Okla., and attended 
Canton Public Schools and 
Chilocco Indian School in 
Newkirk, Okla. She also at-
tended Draughon’s School of 
Business in Oklahoma City.

Kathy worked at Chey-
enne Industries in Fairview, 
Okla., Hollytex Carpet Mill 
in Watonga, Okla., and Cher-
okee Strip Transit in Garber, 
Okla. She was also a John-
son O’Malley coordinator 
for Canton Public Schools. 
She enjoyed spending time 
with the kids in her com-
munity and taking them on 
special trips to Oklahoma 
City as a youth coordinator 
of the Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribes. She had a special 
impact on several kids in her 
community and they would 
often show up at her house 

just to see and visit with her.
Kathy had lived in Dallas, 

Texas, Bethany, Union City, 
El Reno, Canton and Gar-
ber, Okla., and Cherokee, 
N.C. She enjoyed traveling 
to Cherokee to visit her chil-
dren and grandchildren for 
special holidays, birthdays 
and summer breaks. Often, 
she traveled alone, but she 
would do anything for her 
precious grandchildren. She 
never missed sending them 
special gifts for Easter and 
Halloween. Kathy also en-
joyed making dreamcatchers 
and dreamcatcher earrings, 
which she sold everywhere. 
She enjoyed going to the 
movies, powwows, playing 
bingo, going to casinos and 
driving around and listening 
to music.

Kathy was preceded in 
death by her parents, one 
daughter Amy Gould, broth-
ers William Williams, Ted 
Williams and Timothy Wil-
liams, sisters Verna Lou Wil-
liams and Ida Mae Williams 
Little Coyote, and one neph-
ew Lester Levi Fourhorns Jr.

She is survived by her 
companion of 20 years, 
Doyle D. Thorp, one daugh-
ter Amanda Gould and Will 
Lambert of Cherokee, N.C., 

one son Kenneth Gould and 
Renita Harjo of Cherokee, 
five grandchildren, Aiya-
na Lambert, Isaac Tsatoke, 
Zaina Williams, Ayden Lam-
bert and Wasose Moore, 
brothers, Richard Williams 
and Kenny Williams, both 
of Canton, Seger Williams 
of El Reno,; sisters Kar-
en Fourhorns and Koreen 
Gaines both of Canton, Gail 
Williams and Anna Williams 
both of El Reno, special 
nephew Tyrone Little Coyote 
and several nieces, nephews 
and extended family.

An all night wake service 
was held July 4 at the Tyrone 
Little Coyote residence south 
of Canton, Okla. Funeral ser-
vices were held July at the 
Canton Christian Church, 
officiated by Pastor Waylan 
Upchego, followed by an 
interment at the Canton City 
Cemetery under the direction 
of Pierce Funeral Home.
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she spent at Indian boarding 
schools in South Dakota, 
where she was forced to cut 
her hair and told not to speak 
her Native language. She re-
called being forced to whip 
other girls with wet towels 
and being punished when she 
didn’t.

“What they did to us 
makes you feel so inferior,” 
she said. “You never get past 
this. You never forget it.”

Until recently, the feder-
al government hadn’t been 
open to examining its role in 
the troubled history of Native 
American boarding schools. 
But this has changed because 
people who know about the 
trauma that was inflicted 
hold prominent positions in 
government.

At least 500 children 
died at such schools, but that 
number is expected to reach 
into the thousands or tens of 
thousands as more research 
is done.

The Interior Department’s 
report includes a list of the 
boarding schools in what 
were states or territories that 
operated between 1819 and 
1969 that had a housing com-
ponent and received support 
from the federal government.

Oklahoma had the most, 
76, followed by Arizona, 
which had 47, and New 
Mexico, which had 43. All 
three states still have signif-
icant Native American popu-

lations. 
Former students might be 

hesitant to recount the pain-
ful past and trust a govern-
ment whose policies were 
to eradicate tribes and, later, 
assimilate them under the 
veil of education. But some 
welcome the opportunity to 
share their stories for the first 
time.

Not all the memories 
from those who attended the 
schools were painful ones. 

Dorothy WhiteHorse, 89, 
a Kiowa who attended Riv-
erside in the 1940s, said she 
recalled learning to dance 
the jitterbug in the school’s 
gymnasium and learning to 
speak English for the first 
time. She also recalled older 
Kiowa women who served as 
house mothers in the dormi-
tories who let her speak her 
Native language and treated 
her with kindness.

“I was helped,” White-
Horse said. “I’m one of the 
happy ones.”

But WhiteHorse also 
had some troubling memo-
ries, including the time she 
said three young boys ran 
away from the home and got 
caught in a snowstorm. She 
said all three froze to death.

“I think we need a memo-
rial for those boys,” she said.

Felicia Fonseca contrib-
uted to this report from Flag-
staff, Arizona.

DARK SECRETS
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U.S. Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland listens 
during ceremonies before a meeting to hear about the pain-
ful experiences of Native Americans who were sent to gov-
ernment-backed boarding schools designed to strip them of 
their cultural  identities Saturday, July 9, 2022 in Anadar-
ko, Okla. One by one, Native American tribal elders who 
were once students at government-backed Indian boarding 
schools  testified  about  the  hardships  they  endured:  beat-
ings, whippings, sexual assaults, forced haircuts and pain-
ful nicknames. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)

aggressively claimed juris-
diction over Native territory 
within their borders so they 
could stamp out tribal com-
munities. Seeking to expel 
non-Indian missionaries 
aiding the Cherokee, Geor-
gia made it a crime for any 
non-Indian to be on Chero-
kee land without the state’s 
permission.

The Cherokee Nation 
challenged Georgia’s law 
and took its case to the Su-
preme Court. In Worcester v. 
Georgia, Chief Justice John 
Marshall ruled in 1832 that 
the Constitution granted the 
federal government exclu-
sive power to manage rela-
tions with Native nations. 
The criminal laws of Geor-
gia, he held, “have no force” 
on Cherokee land because the 
Cherokee Nation remained a 
“nation,” “a distinct commu-
nity, occupying its own terri-
tory” that, despite being part 
of the United States, did “not 
thereby cease to be sovereign 
and independent.”

Georgia ignored the court, 
sold Cherokee lands and sent 
in its militia. In despair, some 
Cherokees signed a treaty 
agreeing to be removed to 
present-day Oklahoma, with 
a promise that their new 
lands would remain free 
from state control. Others 
refused, only to be forced at 
bayonet point.

Despite its brutal after-
math, and subsequent ero-
sions at the margins, Worces-
ter’s hard-won holding, that 
Native nations remain inde-
pendent of the states, has re-

mained good law, until now.
The Castro-Huer-

ta court picked up where 
Georgia left off, claiming 
that “the Worcester-era un-
derstanding of Indian coun-
try as separate from the State 
was abandoned” later in the 
1800s.

As scholars who have 
dedicated our lives to study-
ing this area of law, we are 
baffled. When and how did 
this supposed abandonment 
happen? The majority relies 
not on Founding-era under-
standings or canonical fed-
eral Indian law cases, but 
on cherry-picked ancillary 
cases and late-19th-century 
arguments with subsequently 
overruled foundations.

This is not how original-
ism is supposed to work. 
Originalism would look to 
the Founding-era history 
that supported Worcester. As 
Gorsuch traces in his Cas-

tro-Huerta dissent, this con-
text underscores the impor-
tance of tribal independence 
from state law in ensuring 
peace in the early days of the 
republic. “Truly,” Gorsuch 
wrote, “a more ahistorical 
and mistaken statement of 
Indian law would be hard to 
fathom.”

Now, as in the 1830s, ju-
risdiction is about power. 
Then, states sought to control 
Indian country not to protect 
Native people but to erode 
tribal sovereignty. Perhaps 
today, states will choose not 
to use their newly conferred 
power to usurp tribal author-
ity over their lands. But there 
is good reason to doubt this.

For example, last week 
there were scenarios in 
which tribes or the federal 
government could protect 
access to reproductive care 
on tribal lands. Now, fol-
lowing the Supreme Court’s 

overturning of Roe v. Wade, 
there is nothing to stop a sur-
rounding state from entering 
tribal lands and prosecuting 
non-Indian doctors or wom-
en, no matter what the tribe 
has to say about it.

We hope that much of this 
unnecessarily broad opinion 
will be interpreted narrow-
ly and carefully by future 
courts. But Castro-Huerta is 
more than a jurisdictional 
dispute. It is, like the oth-
er cases decided in the final 
week of the court’s term, a 
radical remaking of current 
law that casts aside founda-
tional precedent, and could 
have profound consequences 
for Native nations and their 
authority.

Gregory Ablavsky is a 
professor of law and Eliz-
abeth Hidalgo Reese is an 
assistant professor of law at 
Stanford Law School.
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(CLINTON, OK) If you 
are interested in purchas-
ing your own home and 
have the financial stability 
needed to acquire a home 
loan from a bank or mort-
gage company, but need 
assistance for the down 
payment and/or closing 
costs, then this program 
may be for you, if you 
meet the following eligi-
bility requirements: 

*Enrolled Tribal Citi-
zen 18 years old and older 
(Cheyenne and Arapaho 
First Priority)

*Must be on the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Hous-
ing Authority waiting list.

*Meet HUD income 
limits (Notice PIH-2014-
02)

*Lender preapproval 
The Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Housing Authori-
ty provides down payment 
assistance as a grant to 
eligible tribal families as 
follows:

First Come First Served.

$10,000 for head of 
household under the age 
of 55 or $15,000 for appli-
cants 55 years old and over 

Funds must be used to 
purchase a single-family 
dwelling within the State 
of Oklahoma that does not 
exceed the HUD Total De-
velopment Cost. This is a 
one- time assistance and 
applicant cannot own an-
other home. In addition, 
other grant requirements 
apply. 

If you would like more 
information, please con-
tact Crystal Wilson, De-
velopment Specialist, at 
580-331-2409 or email 
cwilson@cheyennean-
darapaho- nsn.gov.

Cheyenne and
Arapaho Housing 
Authority Down 
Payment
Assistance Program

Homeowners Assistance
Fund Program

The Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes Vo-
cational Rehabilita-
tion Program (CAA-
IVR) operates within 
the Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribes, a federally rec-
ognized tribe headquar-
tered in Concho, Okla.

Mission: Enhancing op-
portunities for American 
Indians with disabilities 
through quality vocational 
rehabilitation services. 

 The CAAIVR provides 
vocational rehabilitation 

services to eligible 
American Indians, age 16 
and above, who reside in 
the tribes’ 11 county ser-
vice area.

Our caseloads in-
clude transition students. 
One area of success was 
through our efforts in pro-
viding a summer youth 
works skills integration 
project. In partnership 
with the tribe’s summer 
youth program we were 
able to identify students 
who were eligible for tran-

sition services through our 
program. The CAAIVR 
program was then able to 
offer a 4-week project that 
was designed to provide 
students with work relat-
ed skills such as dream 
job search, resume and 
interview skills, budget-
ing, mock interviews and 
many other related tools 
to assist in gaining suc-
cessful employment. We 
look forward to providing 
services to tribal students 
in our service area. 

 The CAAIVR program 
has experienced great suc-
cess through innovative 
efforts via technical train-
ing. The three vocational 
rehabilitation counselors 
and the CAAIVR director 
have completed course re-
quirements with the Tribal 
Vocational Rehabilitation 
Institute through North-
west Indian College. The 
entire staff was awarded 
certificates of completion 
in tribal vocational reha-
bilitation studies.

Vocational Rehabilitation Program

The Cheyenne & Arapaho 
American Legion Post 401 
will be hosting its monthly 
meeting on July 19th at 6 pm 
at the ERC in Concho, OK. 
beginning with a Pot Luck 
at 6:00 pm provided by the 
members of Post 401.  We 
are inviting all Cheyenne & 
Arapaho veterans to attend, 
if you are not a member and 
would be interested in be-
coming a member, Post 401 
will pay for your first years 
dues, you only need to bring 
a copy of your DD-214 and 
we will do the rest.  The 
meeting will begin 7:00 pm 
following the pot luck.  We 
encourage you to come and 
be a part of a great organi-
zation and meet new friends 
and renew friendships with 
old ones.   There are many 
benefits and services that the 
American Legion offer, We 
also extend an invitation to 
all spouses of veterans.

For more information or 
questions contact Charles 
Fletcher, Post Commander at 
405-203-1823  

American 
Legion 
Post 401 
to Host 
Meeting 
July 19
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She was born about 1820 
to Tail Woman and White 
Thunder, Cheyenne holy man 
and Keeper of the Sacred 
Covenant. Her name was Owl 
Woman and as the daugh-
ter of the Keeper she was a 
member of a highly influential 
Cheyenne family. The Keep-
er’s lodge was always locat-
ed in a special place within 
the camp circle. She would 
have observed first-hand the 
leadership role of her father 
in Cheyenne affairs howev-
er as a female she would not 
have been allowed to view 
the Sacred Covenant. During 
her childhood the Cheyenne 
people suffered enormous loss 
of life due to plagues of Eu-
ropean origin however White 
Thunder’s family appears to 
have survived. It is likely Owl 
Woman’s grandparents, aunts, 
and uncles participated in her 
care and education. 

White Thunder’s leader-
ship included efforts to obtain 
peace with both tribal enemies 
and the white men trapping 
and trading in the Cheyenne 
territory. He perceived the 
white traders as a reliable 
source of manufactured Eu-
ropean trade goods that ben-
efitted the Cheyenne. When 
traders such as William Bent 
brought the trade goods across 
the Great Plains to the Rocky 
Mountain region the Chey-
enne no longer had to travel 
great distances for the unique 
items that they could not man-
ufacture themselves. The trade 
goods became part of their 
trade with other tribes, mak-
ing the Cheyenne prosperous 
middlemen of a vast trade net-

work. Owl Woman was a key 
to the success of her father’s 
work.

White Thunder strength-
ened the business relationship 
with Bent by creating a fam-
ily relationship. He arranged 
for his daughter Owl Woman 
to marry William Bent. Bent 
learned to speak Cheyenne. 
Bent respected traditional 
Cheyenne courtship practices 
with Owl Woman. They were 
married in 1835 in a Chey-
enne ceremony. They lived at 
Bent’s Fort along the Santa 
Fe Trail in southeastern Col-
orado. Owl Woman often oc-
cupied her teepee lodge next 
to her father’s lodge in the 
Cheyenne village near the fort. 
Owl Woman held a promi-
nent position in a multi-cul-
tural community of whites, 
Cheyenne, Arapaho, Sioux, 
Apache, Kiowa, and Coman-
che. It is likely she knew many 
of these languages and may 

have assisted her father and 
her husband as an interpreter. 
The children of Bent and Owl 
Woman learned to speak sev-
eral languages. Tail Woman, 
their grandmother, taught the 
children traditional Cheyenne 
culture, including respect and 
courtesy of tribal elders.

The peace between whites 
and the Cheyenne was suc-
cessful in part because of 
Owl Woman’s participation. 
William Bent regularly trans-
ported trade goods to and from 
Missouri. During his absence 
Owl Woman assisted with the 
operation of the trading post 
at Bent’s Fort, which had be-
come the largest trading post 
west of the Mississippi River. 
She had significant responsi-
bilities. Her knowledge and 
experience with multiple cul-
tures enabled her to maintain 
peace and prosperity.

White Thunder died in 

Who is Owl Woman?
By Dee Cordry, Tribal Tribune Contributor

The Flight or Fight Re-
sponse.

This is a reactive process, 
embedded instinctually in 
many animals, based in and 
driven by fear. When faced 
with adverse conditions, dif-
ficult or even dangerous, the 
individual who flees tends to 
survive, while the individual 
who fights may not. 

We are all individuals but 
not individualists, despite 
what the foundation liberal 
ideology is constructed on 
because we recognize we are 
part of a collective identity, 
microscopically as family 
and tribe, and macroscopi-
cally as nation and species. 

Collectives tend to act and 
react collectively: as when a 
frightened buffalo takes off 
and a chain reaction is initi-
ated when the other buffalo 
follow their leader. Every di-
rection leads to a destination 
and sometimes the destina-
tion for those buffalo was the 
bottom of a cliff. 

We have adapted our cul-
ture in response to the incur-
sion of a culture not our own. 
We have adopted various el-
ements of this and other cul-
tures as well.

One of the results of this 
ideological fusion is that we 
have to continue redefining 
who and what we are and in 
that process we have forgot-
ten why we are. 

Temporal semantic dis-
placement runs rampant in 
our societies. The meaning 
of a word gets lost in its defi-
nition, thereby leading to 
confusion, misunderstanding 
or worse, misrepresentation. 
Progression is not related to 
progress any more than ad-
vancement is related to evo-
lution. Why we’re here today 
can only truly be understood 
by an earnest and honest ex-
amination of what our ances-
tors did for us yesterday. 

Only then can we affirm 
our existence and tear up 
the concrete and asphalt that 

covers the footprints of our 
ancestors so we can look to 
the direction they were walk-
ing and see the destination 
for our people, or more accu-
rately our destiny. 

Then we can elect the 
leaders who will protect us 
along that path to ensure we 
all get there, not politicians 
who favor putting politics 
ahead of the people or who 
feel like they have to defend, 
deflect and reflect accusa-
tions in a schoolyard man-
ner like, “I’m rubber, you’re 
glue.”

Leaders who will not give 
up, but instead will drive 
their stake in the ground 
and fight to the end with the 
words, “I gladly die today so 
you live tomorrow.”

Fear is a disease and a 
contagious one at that and 
leads to death. Just ask the 
buffalo at the bottom of that 
cliff.

Happy 6th Birthday
Julian Adachi

You have brought life to our 
family. You are very special 

and we love you!
Love mom, grandpa, uncle 
Donnie, uncle Micah and 

auntie Andrea

Respectfully submitted,
but not in submission,

Michael L. Coyote
El Dorado, Kansas OWL WOMAN  / pg. 9
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Raven Bramlett
Healthy Lifestyle Specialist
Diabetes Wellness Program

Hot Weather, Safe Food

With rising 
temperatures we 
must be extra cau-

tious with our food. Following these simple 
steps will reduce the risk of foodborne ill-
ness this summer.

WASH YOUR HANDS:  Always wash 
your hands with soap and water before and 
after handling food (for at least 20 seconds).  
If soap and water isn’t available, hand sani-
tizer can be used.

KEEP COLD FOODS COLD:  Thaw 
frozen foods in the refrigerator. Food left 
to thaw on the counter can begin to grow 
harmful bacteria after one hour.  

COOK TO PROPER TEMPERA-
TURE:  Use a meat thermometer to ensure 
that all meat is safe to eat.

Hamburgers (beef or bison)  – 160° F

Steaks or roasts – 145°F (medium rare) 
or 160° F (medium) 

Pork – 160° F 
Chicken – 165° F Fish – 160° F or until 

the flesh flakes easily with a fork.
Once cooked, all meat must stay above 

145° F to stay out of the danger zone.
DO NOT REUSE UTENSILS:  Do not 

use the same plate, platter, fork, spatula, 
or spoon for raw meat and cooked meat.  
Wash thoroughly with soap and HOT water 
before transferring food.  

Remembering these steps will keep you 
and your guests safe. Have a great, healthy 
summer!

Source: https://foodsafety.wisc.edu/
assets/pdf_Files/Summer%20Time%20
Food%20Safety%20Basics.pdf

Elder, Dorla Yeahquo 
hosts a tipi making class for 
summer school students at 
Darlington Public School on 
June 30, 2022.

The students learned to 
make mini tipis.

Photos / Adriel Clements

Darlington Public
School Tidbits

combat in 1838. Tail Wom-
an, his widow, played an im-
portant role is the lives of her 
grandchildren until her death 
in 1849. Tragically, her daugh-
ter Owl Woman preceded her 
in death. Owl Woman died in 
1847 and was laid to rest in 
the traditional way on a high 
platform. Her brother, Pushing 
Bear, was killed in the 1864 

Sand Creek Massacre.
As with numerous Chey-

enne and Arapaho, the story of 
Owl Woman did not end with 
her death. Her legacy lives 
on through her descendants. 
She is a shining example of 
an empowered Indian woman. 
Her contributions continue to 
be recognized. In 1985 Owl 
Woman was inducted into 

the Colorado Women’s Hall 
of Fame. In 2021 a mountain 
in Colorado was renamed 
from Squaw Mountain to 
Mestaa’ehehe Mountain, Owl 
Woman’s Cheyenne name. 
Two hundred years after her 
birth, Owl Woman is still a 
powerful woman of positive 
influence. Owl Woman is still 
here.

OWL WOMAN
continued from pg. 8

Smoking leads to disease 
and disability and harms nearly 
every organ of the body.

More than 16 million Amer-
icans are living with a disease 
caused by smoking. For every 
person who dies because of 
smoking, at least 30 people live 
with a serious smoking-related 
illness. Smoking causes stroke 
and coronary heart disease, 
which are among the leading 
causes of death in the United 
States.

The effects of smoking are 
alarming. It kills more people 
than alcohol, AIDS, car acci-
dents, illegal drugs, murders 
and suicides combined.

Each day, about 1,600 youth 
try their first cigarette.

Most e-cigarettes contain 
nicotine. Nicotine is highly 
addictive and can harm adoles-
cent brain development, which 
continues into the early to mid-
20s.

Nicotine can harm the de-
veloping adolescent brain.1 The 
brain keeps developing until 
about age 25.

Using nicotine in adoles-
cence can harm the parts of 
the brain that control attention, 
learning, mood, and impulse 
control.

E-cigarettes can contain 
other harmful substances be-
sides nicotine.

Young people who use 
e-cigarettes may be more like-
ly to smoke cigarettes in the 

future.
Defective e-cigarette batter-

ies have caused some fires and 
explosions, a few of which have 
resulted in serious injuries.

Secondhand smoke expo-
sure contributes to approxi-
mately 41,000 deaths among 
nonsmoking adults and 400 
deaths in infants each year. Sec-
ondhand smoke causes stroke, 
lung cancer, and coronary heart 
disease in adults.

Children who are exposed 
to secondhand smoke are at 
increased risk for sudden in-
fant death syndrome, acute 
respiratory infections, middle 
ear disease, more severe asth-
ma, respiratory symptoms, and 
slowed lung growth.

Tobacco Prevention
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Bald eagles are nesting 
in Oklahoma in ever great-
er numbers, and that makes 
Cheyenne Chief Gordon 
Yellowman very happy.

“They are sacred birds,” 
Yellowman said, who is 
director of the Language 
and Culture Program for 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes.

“They are birds of spiri-
tual healing. They are very 
special to us.”

With his practiced eye, 
Yellowman spots the nests 
every time he drives to Clin-
ton.

“You can see the nests 
from Interstate 40, in cotton-
wood trees. It’s a blessing to 
see that they are here. You 
don’t disturb them, you just 
know where they are.”

Eagles are the most sa-
cred birds because they car-
ry prayers to the Creator, 
Yellowman said.

“You watch it fly, and it 
flies in a circle, making sure 
those prayers don’t get lost,” 
Max Bear said, the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes’  
historic preservation officer.

The golden eagle has 
black and white tail feath-
ers, traditionally used in war 
bonnets, Bear said.

“The feathers were 
earned over a lifetime, and 
they put them together when 
they were old enough to be 
chiefs,” Bear said. 

Yellowman, who is a 
Cheyenne Peace Chief, 
said his headdress is turkey 
feathers dyed to look like 
eagle feathers.

“Maybe someday I will 
get a real eagle feather bon-
net,” he said. “Every time I 
get six or seven, somebody 
will come and say they need 
a feather for a ceremony, so 

I give it up.”
Gifting is the Native 

way when it comes to eagle 
feathers, which are not to 
be bought or sold. Even the 
tribal aviaries do not charge 
for feathers. They rely on 
tribal and federal funding, 
charitable donations and 
in-kind help from volunteer 
workers to meet their ex-
penses.

Bill Voelker is director of 
Sia, the Comanche Nation 
eagle and raptor program 
named for the Comanche 
word meaning feather. Sia’s 
primary mission is “recon-
necting cultures with the liv-
ing bird.”

“Everything we do is 
based on our historically 
accurate connection with 
eagles and other birds of im-
portance to us historically,” 
Voelker said, who lives at 
the property in Cyril.

Sia gives away as many 
as 5,000 molted eagle feath-
ers every year. The gold-
en eagle is more culturally 
connected to the Comanche 
than the bald eagle, Voelker 
said.

“We have bred multi-
ple generations of golden 
eagles,” Voelker said. “We 
have 18 different species of 
eagles, and hawks with very 
specific Comanche connec-
tions. We have eagles from 
five continents.”

Feathers can also be 
obtained from the Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation Eagle 
Aviary and the Iowa Tribe’s 
Grey Snow Eagle House, 
Yellowman said.

“We all have to get per-
mits from the national re-
pository out of Denver,” 
Yellowman said. “The wait-
ing list has always been 
about four years. But at the 

local aviary we can get lim-
ited feathers if we need them 
for ceremonies.”

One of Yellowman’s 
precious possessions is his 
father’s eagle fan, made 
from the wing of a golden 
eagle, which his father used 
for many years in the Sun 
Dance.

Bear said he started pay-
ing attention to birds when 
he was a child. He once 
found a dead roadrunner on 
the side of the road, and his 
father allowed him to make 
a fan out of the tail feathers.

Natives call upon other 
birds for their gifts, Bear 
said. Kingfishers, for ex-
ample, “represent strength 
and endurance because they 
hover over ponds and can 
swim underwater for quite a 
while.”

Northern yellow flicker 
feathers provide protection 
against evil, Bear said, and 
Arapahos use them as hair 

ornaments.
Bear said he hunts quail 

and ducks, “but the mud 
duck is sacred. It’s the one 
that brought the earth to the 
surface when it was under-
water. That’s in our origin 
stories.”

Historically, some tribes 
used eagles to hunt small 
game such as rabbits, Yel-
lowman said.

“It was about survival 
and having the bird among 
your people, as a blessing,” 
he said. 

These days, falconry 
“is more of an art, a skills 
thing,” Yellowman said.

But Yellowman said he 
respects falconers, who 
must obtain federal permits 
to own and hunt with birds 
of prey.

“Falconry is a lifetime 
commitment,” he said. “We 
have one thing in common, 
caring for that bird and re-
specting that bird.”

Eagles: The King of Birds
By Kimberly Burk, Tribal Tribune Contributor

Citizen Potawatomi Nation Eagle Aviary in Shawnee, Okla.


