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Oklahoma Chapter
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Recognizing May 5 as the National Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women (MMIW), many 

dressed in red in remembrance of the loved ones they have lost due to the growing MMIW epidemic across the United States

Inside the Oklahoma State Capitol, many families, friends and supporters gathered to keep their loved ones’ memories alive 

and to bring awareness to the many cases of missing and murdered Indigenous women cases still unsolved in Oklahoma. 

Filling the second-floor rotunda of the state capitol one could see shades of red clothing with booths lined up along the walls 
filled with pictures of the many faces of women who have gone missing or have been murdered. 

In their fifth year holding a MMIW awareness day at the state capitol, the MMIP State Chapter of Oklahoma headed the day’s 
events, which included various speakers, traditional songs and new information regarding the MMIW crisis. 

“We’re just giving awareness to the state of Oklahoma and we’re just wanting everyone to know the updates and what’s hap-

pening in Indian country with our missing and murdered Indigenous women epidemic,” Carmen Harvie, President of Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous People (MMIP) state chapter of Oklahoma, said.  

See MMIW / pg. 7

Latoya Lonelodge, Staff Reporter

M e m o -

rial Day is 

c e l e b r a t -

ed across 

the country 

each May to 

r e m e m b e r 

and honor military men and women who 

died while serving in the Armed Forces.

This differs from Veterans Day, celebrat-

ed in November to honor everyone who 

served in the U.S. military.

From 1868 through 1970 Memorial 

Day was celebrated on May 30 each year. 

Since then, the official national Memorial 
Day holiday is traditionally celebrated on 

the last Monday in May.

According to the National Indian 

Council on Aging, American Indians and 

Alaska Natives serve in the Armed Forc-

es at five times the national average and 
have served with distinction in every ma-

jor conflict for over 2,000 years. Consid-

ering the population in 2019 of the U.S. 
was approximately 1.4 percent Native 

and the military was 1.7 percent Native, 

Native people have the highest per-capita 

involvement of any population serving in 

the U.S. military.

Native people also have a higher con-

centration of women servicemembers 

than all other groups. Nearly 20 percent 
of American Indians and Alaska Natives 

Memorial Day: A Day of 
Remembrance

See MEMORIAL DAY / pg. 6

Honoring the late Clara Bushyhead 
at the 34th annual Burger Day
Festival

Family and friends of the late Clara Bushyhead gather for the Main Stage dedication 

in honor of Bushyhead during the 34th annual El Reno Burger Day Festival in El Reno, 

Okla. (Photo / Christopher Roman Nose)

Rosemary Stephens
Editor-in-Chief

(EL RENO, OK) The an-

nual El Reno Burger Day 

Festival didn’t disappoint as 

hundreds came out to cele-

brate the festivities in down-

town El Reno, Okla. on Sat-

urday May 7.

The 34th annual festival 

is one of the highlights of 

the year, bringing in visitors 

from all across Oklahoma.

From the classic car show 

to the cooking of the gi-

ant burger, families strolled 

through the downtown 

streets enjoying the food, 

good music and visiting the 

many booths that lined the 

sidewalks.

Partnering with El Reno 
Main Street, the Cheyenne 

and Arapaho Tribes and 

Lucky Star Casino collabo-

rated together to make it one 

of the best festivals in the 

state.

But one person, who was 

always instrumental in the 

planning and promoting of 

Burger Day was missing. 

Clara Bushyhead. Bushy-

head passed away in early 

January 2022 after battling 
cancer. In her honor El Reno 

Main Street dedicated the 

Main Stage in her memory. 

See BUSHYHEAD / pg. 7
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Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal citizens 

have until Friday, July 1, 2022 to submit 
an Adult Change of Address Form and W-9 

Form to the Department of Enrollment, in 

order to receive the 2022 Gaming Per Capita 
payment on time.

If mailing the Change of Address forms, 

they must be post marked no later than Fri-

day, July 1, 2022. Please mail forms to the 
following address:

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes

Department of Enrollment

PO Box 134
Concho, OK 73022
Please note: only submit a Change of Ad-

dress form if your current mailing address on 

file with the Dept. of Enrollment is incorrect 
or if you have moved.

Parents and/or Legal Guardians please re-

member the “Care Of” listed with the Dept. 

of Enrollment is the only person(s) who can 

change a minor’s address.

Minor Per Capita checks will be depos-

ited into their Minor Trust Account until he/
she turns the age of 18 with a high school 

diploma or G.E.D. or turns the age of 20.
It is the tribal citizen’s responsibility to 

make sure their mailing address is current 

and correct with the Dept. of Enrollment.

Change of Address forms are also avail-

able online at www.cheyenneandarapa-

ho-nsn.gov 

If you have any Child Support, Student 

Loans, or Federal Garnishments questions 
that need to be addressed, please contact the 

Per Capita office toll free at 1-800-247-4612 
ext. 27725, (405) 422-7725 or by email at 
percapita@c-a-tribes.org. All Garnishments 
of Child Support, Student Loans, and/or 
Federal Garnishments should be submitted 
to the Per Capita office by July 15, 2021.

For any questions or concerns pertain-

ing to the 2022 Gaming Per Capita Pay-

ment, please contact the Per Capita office 
at (405) 422-7725 or by email at percapi-
ta@c-a-tribes.org. 

For any inquiries regarding mailing ad-

dress or to request a Change of Address 
form, please contact the Dept. of Enrollment 

at (405) 422-7600.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Address Update Information for 2022 Gaming Per 

Capita Payment

Margaret Louise Behan, 73, leads a 

quiet, spiritual life, content to surround her-
self with women from all walks of life. Gen-

tly guiding them to love each other and them-

selves through the circle of life.

Her Arapaho name, bestowed upon 

her by her Arapaho grandmother, is 

Baa’Nee’Aw’Th’Sa, Red Spider Woman, 

meaning ‘she will balance the world.’ Her 

Cheyenne grandmother translated her name 

in Cheyenne to Ma’eve’ho’Ka’e, meaning 

relentless. Both meanings are reflected in the 
life she has led.

Born 4th of July in Clinton, Okla., to Dai-

sy Fletcher Behan and Harry Behan, she was 

raised in the country outside of Watonga, 

Okla. near her grandparents, Etta Hicks and 

William Fletcher.

“My grandparents were Indian doctors 

who treated all who came to them seeking 

help,” Behan said.

Growing up Behan’s first language was 
Cheyenne and is a fluent Cheyenne speaker 
today. She would later learn English as she 

grew up. Her and her seven siblings spent 

a lot of time with their grandparents, while 

their parents worked as migrant workers trav-

eling. She said whenever they saw someone 

coming down the dusty dirt road, all the chil-

dren would be called in from wherever they 

were playing to do their part.

“I was in charge of getting the fire started 
and keeping it going, something I was really 

good at. My brother would go get water from 

the spring. Each one of us had our part and 

we just thought it was just a part of life help-

ing our grandparents,” Behan said.

Life was simple and Behan’s memories 

of her time spent with her grandparents are 

warm and wonderful.

“We would eat sweet tomato gravy made 

by my grandmother and cucumbers straight 

out of the garden. The children would find 
turtles and bring them home in a gunny sack 

where my grandfather would throw them on 

the grill and then break them open, finish 
cooking them and we would eat the eggs and 

legs,” Behan fondly said recalling her days as 

a young child.

At the age of 5 Behan’s simple world 

would be shattered when her and her siblings 

were forcibly taken to St. Patrick’s Mission 
School in Anadarko, Okla. A relative report-

ed to a field nurse that the, “old man and old 
woman couldn’t feed all the kids they had out 

there.”

“I don’t know how many of us kids were 

out at my grandparents, they always were 

taking in other kids, sometimes there was like 

15 kids there, but my relative told the field 
nurse they had all these kids and there was 

no food.”

Behan’s memories of that fateful day are 

hazy, but she seemed to remember they came 

in a truck putting all the kids into the back 

of it.

“I can remember seeing my grandpa chas-

ing the truck, we were all crying and I saw 

my grandma crying. Next thing I knew we 

were at St. Patrick’s and my older sister told 
me not to speak, not to cry, she was trying 

to keep me from getting in trouble,” Behan 

shared with some difficulty as she swallowed 
the tears threatening to overflow from her 
eyes.

Behan said she hardly ever talked but 

there were times she would cry out in Chey-

enne for her mother and father. Her sister 

would come to her and tell her not to say 

those words because they were going to pun-

ish her if she did. She said remembers being 

hungry and her hands stinging from having 

them be hit for not folding towels the way the 

nuns wanted them.

“I was always on guard, I was scared and 

beaten,” she whispered.

Until one day Behan’s grandmother came 

to take her out of the school, not knowing 

how her grandmother was able to convince 

the school to let her go.

“She hitchhiked down there (Anadarko) 

and told the priest I was still a baby, so she 

got me out. My siblings had to stay until the 

summer and my parents came in and they 

took them out. Then eventually we were sent 

to the government school in Concho,” Behan 

said.

Attending school at Concho, Behan was 

now 13 years old and one of her jobs was to 

take care of the little girls, 7, 8 and 9 years 

old that were coming in.

“I had to braid their hair, keep it combed 

or else they would cut it off. They were all 

scared and crying, and I would hold them and 

tell them to be quiet just like my sister used 
to tell me. We had to be calm and we had to 

be quiet, you know it was the only thing we 
could do to keep from getting into trouble,” 

she said.

From Concho, Behan went to Chilocco In-

dian Boarding School where she graduated.

“During the summertime I only remem-

ber happy times growing up with my parents 

and grandparents, then we would have to get 

ready to go back to school … it was sad.”

She said she remembers one summer 

around 12 years old, the Kit Fox Society 
went to her mother and father and told them 

they had appointed her to be one of the sa-

cred girls during the Sun Dance. Years later, 

at the age of 35 Behan was asked to go into 

the Rabbit Lodge.

“I remember going through that ceremo-

ny and they talked to us like we were sisters, 

sisters to this clan. We were sisters to every-

body,” Behan said.

Behan would eventually find herself on 
the campus of Brigham Young University 

(BYU), on a campus bigger than anything 

she had ever seen before.

“My cousin Bronwyn was recruiting for 

BYU and she said everything was paid for by 

BIA and they treated Indians good, I was 18 

years old and it sounded good to me,” Behan 

said.

Hoping to become an elementary teach-

er Behan would attend for two years before 

leaving for Chicago to live with her older 

sister.

“Yes it was exciting and they were paying 

for everything school wise, except hygiene, 

our clothes, our living expenses, we didn’t 

have money for that. We left poor and we’re 

poor again so I decided it was easier for me 

to drop out … it was a mind boggling place,” 

she said.

Settling in Chicago Behan 

said she was beginning to live 

the ‘American Dream.’ She 

worked for Bell & Howell, 

was chosen to represent the 

Chicago Indian Center as 

their princess, living an excit-

ing life.

“Of course we started par-

tying and I would be late on 

Monday morning trying to 

juggle the social life, work 

life with Bell & Howell and 

my princess duties,” Behan 

said laughing.

At the age of 22 Behan would marry a 
man who was educated, handsome, a Navy 

veteran, everything she had always hoped for 

in a man. In 1970 they had a big wedding in 

New Mexico, with the whole village attend-

ing. Her life, she thought, would be the ‘lived 

happily ever after.’

But life isn’t a fairy tale, and what seemed 

like the perfect union, would become years 

of physical, mental and emotional abuse 

meshed together by alcoholism.

“I think I seen he had a problem with 

drinking the day after our wedding when him 

and his cousins were sitting on my mother-in-

law’s front porch all drunk and still passing 

around the drinks,” she said.

Seeing everyone living within their vil-

lage with their crafts, Behan began to do her 

beadwork again, a skill she was taught by her 

grandmother at the age of 8. Not for pleasure, 

but to pay the light bill, the gas bill, because 

her husband had become a raging alcoholic.

Life’s Journey: One Sign at a 
Time, One Stepping Stone at a 
Time, One Day at a Time

Margaret Louise Behan, Red Spider Woman, 73, poses with one of her artistic dolls. 

(Photo / Rosemary Stephens)

Rosemary Stephens, Editor-in-Chief
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Tribes across the nation are increasingly 

buying back or being gifted back property 

in their ancestral homelands, either to build 

economic sustainability or to manage cultur-

al preservation sites.

Muscogee (Creek) Nation citizen Ga-

len Cloud said he was filled with sobering 
thoughts the last time he visited his tribe’s 

homeland. As he drove the 10 hours from 

Okmulgee, Okla., to Oxford, Ala., – com-

plaining about traffic, he recalled how his 
ancestors had to walk that distance against 

their wills.  

 “You think about it and you’re filled with 
madness, and then you just feel the pain and 

then you just hate to imagine what all they 

went through, just to get here,” Cloud said. 

 Cloud has served since January as a Mus-

cogee Nation councilman. Before that, as 

historic preservation officer for Thlopthloc-

co Tribal Town, he gained a deep insight into 

a history he said few know about.  

 Cloud said if someone went to Muscogee 

Nation’s ancestral homelands in Alabama or 

Georgia, and looked for Muscogee people, 
they wouldn’t find many. 

 “There’s no one down there, because we 

all are here in Oklahoma now,” Cloud said. 

“It’s really important that we go back and let 

people know that we are still thriving. We 

are still here. There are still people who think 

that we still live in houses without running 

water.” 

 Muscogee Nation and several of its cer-

emonial tribal towns ended up in Indian 

Territory, which became Oklahoma in 1907. 

Since before Cloud became a member of the 

Muscogee Nation Council, the tribe’s prin-

cipal and second chiefs along with Oxford’s 

mayor have worked to protect ceremonial 

lands in Oxford, where the ceremonial town 

of the Arbeka people was located pre-remov-

al, according to RaeLynn A. Butler, Mus-

cogee Nation’s Historic and Cultural Preser-
vation Department manager.  

Cloud said the city officials met with cer-
emonial folks whose ancestors were from 

the Arbeka Tribal Town, and then Muscogee 

Nation, to protect one of the largest ceremo-

nial town’s lands around Oxford. 

 “When we were forcibly removed from 

there, the Arbeka people just had whatever 

they could carry,” Cloud said. “The main 

thing they brought was the fire that still 
burns today.” 

James Pepper Henry, Kaw Nation vice 
chairman and director of the First Amer-

icans Museum, was involved in the early 

negotiations that led to his tribe purchasing 

ancestral homelands in 2002 near Council 
Grove, Kan.

He said the small purchase of land two 

decades ago is a drop in the bucket for true 

recovery of Kaw Nation’s homelands. “That 

land we purchased was the last vestige of our 

reservation lands in Kansas,” Pepper Henry 
said. “The Kaw Nation had 22 million acres 
in Kansas, and starting from around 1815, 

then through a subsequent series of trea-

ties, our lands had shrunk to less than about 

100,000 acres.”

Council Grove, now home to the Kaw’s 
Allegawaho Memorial Heritage Park, was 
the last place the Kaw people lived before 

they were forcibly removed in 1873 to what 

is now Kaw City, Okla., situated on the Ar-

kansas River northwest of Ponca City. 
“From 1850 to 1970, we went from 22 mil-

lion acres to 10 acres of land,” he said. “That 

10 acres was our cemetery in Oklahoma.” 

Pepper Henry said his mission as both 
vice chairman and citizen has been raising 

awareness about the Kaw or Kanza people, 

where Kansas got its state name.  

“We’re virtually invisible there,” Pepper 
Henry said. “They see the name Kanza here 

and there, but they don’t make that connec-

tion that this is a real, living, breathing group 

of people that still exist.”

Something still disconnected from the 

Heritage Park is the Kaw’s Sacred Red 
Rock, called “Iⁿ ‘zhúje ‘waxóbe,” which will 
soon be returned to its rightful location, Pep-

per Henry said, thanks to a $5 million grant 

from the Mellon Foundation, a private foun-

dation that supports humanities projects.An-

other Oklahoma tribe reclaiming homelands 

in Kansas is the Shawnee Tribe. According 

to a news release from the tribe, the Kan-

sas State Historical Society has returned the 

0.52-acre Shawnee Indian Cemetery to the 
Shawnee people.

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear said his tribe is making prog-

ress toward establishing economic growth in 

its ancestral homelands, having purchased 

28 acres in Osage Beach, Mo., for a hotel 
and casino resort. 

Osage Beach is the location of what was 

the largest Osage village before removal in 

1808 to present-day Pawhuska, Okla.
Osage Casino CEO Byron Bighorse said 

the project will bring an estimated $60 mil-

lion investment to the region, including new 

jobs, tourism and revenue to the Lake of the 

Ozarks community. 

“Phase one includes construction of a 
casino, sports bar, restaurant and meeting 

space,” Bighorse said. “It also includes a 

hotel, which will have general hotel rooms, 

suites, a fitness and exercise facility, a pool 
and hot tub and a pool bar.”

Standing Bear said in his eight years as 

principal chief, the tribe has purchased back 

about 55,000 acres in Oklahoma in addition 

to the reclamation of 160 acres of ancestral 

homelands in Kansas. The Osage had lost 

90% of their Oklahoma land after remov-

al, from nearly 1.5 million acres to under 

150,000, he said.

“When I ran for office, I said this ad-

ministration would be built on three pillars: 

land, our language and our cultural history,” 

Standing Bear said. 

Wyandotte Nation Chief Billy Friend said 

the Wyandotte people haven’t been able to 

visit a church on ancestral homelands due to 

the pandemic and travel restrictions, making 

the land reclamation the tribe’s been able to 

accomplish all the more important. 

The church where Wyandotte ancestors 

once learned to read, write and worship was 

given back to the tribe from Methodists in 

Upper Sandusky, Ohio. The tribe in 2015 
purchased 16 acres of ancestral homelands 

in what is now Brownstown, Mich., and 

then, Friend said, in 2018 began efforts to 
reclaim the church in Ohio, which came to 

fruition in 2019. 
Friend said the Wyandotte people will 

visit the church in July for the first time since 
the pandemic began. Not visiting these past 

two years, he said, has been difficult.
“I think it’s had a really big impact on 

many of us and especially those that are get-

ting older, to not be able to go back and re-

live that experience or have that experience 

for the first time,” Friend said.
Nancy Marie Spears, a Gaylord News re-

porter, is an enrolled member of the Chero-

kee Nation of Oklahoma. Gaylord News is a 

reporting project of the University of Okla-

homa Gaylord College of Journalism and 

Mass Communication.

Oklahoma tribes increasingly
reclaim out-of-state ancestral 
homelands: “We Are Still Here”

By Nancy Marie Spears, Gaylord News

The Kaw Nation’s Sacred Red Rock called “Iⁿ ‘zhúje ‘waxóbe, was a place of cultural 
ceremony and gathering for the Kaw people prior to removal to Oklahoma in 1872. The 

stone was moved from the Kaw’s homelands near the Kansas River and Shunganunga 

Creek, just outside Topeka, to Robinson Park in Lawrence, Kan., as part of Lawrence’s 75th 
anniversary celebration in 1929, and was fitted with a plaque celebrating the pioneers of 
Kansas. (Photo provided by James Pepper Henry.)

Krystal Curley is a mother to 

three girls. They attend rallies with 

her and often hear her support for 

reproductive rights and other crit-

ical issues. Curley has taught her 

daughters about body sovereignty, 

reproductive justice, and self-deter-

mination. Her daughters are acutely 

aware of issues that impact them, 

their community, and the world. 

Knowing this, Curley, Diné, 

couldn’t bring herself to tell her 

daughters Tuesday before school, 

opting to wait until they returned 

that afternoon to break the news 

that the Supreme Court is likely to 

overturn those rights. 

“It's really heartbreaking to be 

living in a world like this where 

women are just completely disre-

garded, completely,” said Curley, 

executive director for Indigenous 

Lifeways. 

On Monday night, a Supreme 

Court draft opinion leaked to Polit-
ico indicated a majority of the court 

— Justices Samuel Alito, Clarence 

Thomas, Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kava-

naugh, and Amy Coney Barrett — 

had overturned the rulings in Roe 

v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. 
Casey, the legal footing that guard-

ed a woman’s right to choose. On 

Tuesday morning, Chief Justice 

John Roberts confirmed the docu-

ment was authentic and called for 

the marshal of the Supreme Court 

to launch an investigation into the 

leak. An early publication of the 

court’s thinking is unprecedented.

While this move by the Supreme 

Court would impact all women and 

people who birth, it will deeply im-

pact Indigenous people who face 

many barriers to accessing abortion 

care.

Rachael Lorenzo, Mescalero 

Apache and Laguna Pueblo, has 
seen this firsthand as executive di-
rector for Indigenous Women Ris-

ing, one of the only Indigenous 

abortion funds in the country.

“Wealthy, white women, in par-

ticular, will always be able to ac-

cess abortion even after Roe. They 

can go overseas if they needed to, 

but our people can’t,” Lorenzo said. 

“Since it dropped last night, it was 

more a frustration with the rhetoric, 

rather than the opinion itself, be-

cause we already saw this coming.”

Indigenous women and people 

who give birth have always fought 

for reproductive rights. This is not 

a new issue for Indigenous commu-

nities, especially those in rural ar-

eas, even after Roe v. Wade became 

the law of the land. 

“The reality is that Indigenous 

people have been fighting for repro-

ductive rights since colonization,” 

Lorenzo said. “Since Columbus got 

here, our ancestors were enslaved. 

Our children were forcibly separat-

ed all the way down to taking our 

kids away, sending them to board-

ing schools, and forced sterilization 

by Indian Health Services, which 

didn't really get acknowledged by 

the federal government until the 

Obama administration. We have 

already been living in a post-Roe 

reality.”

In 2018, Indigenous Women 
Rising established an abortion fund 

to help Indigenous people who 

birth to help pay for costs associat-

ed with having to travel to receive 

care. 

“We help folks cover abortion 

care, food, gas, childcare, airfare, 

lodging, bus ticket, train ticket, af-

tercare — items like pads, heating 

pads, medication,” Lorenzo said. 

After the Texas Legislature 

passed one of the most strict abor-

tion bans in the country in 2021, the 
organization saw a huge increase in 

need. Since last fall, the organiza-

tion has helped around 600 people 

access care. This is more than in 

2018, 2019, and 2020 combined. 
The organization has served people 

in 37 states. 

“Now they're having to trav-

el even further and leave elders 

and children behind and figure out 
who's gonna care for them while 

they're gone,” Lorenzo said. “I see 

that becoming more widespread.”

The overturning of Roe v. Wade 

is just another move in a long histo-

ry of federal policies that have im-

pacted Indigenous women’s right 

Supreme Court could halt access to safe 
abortions, Indigenous activists say

Overturning Roe v. Wade is another move in a long history of federal policies that have impacted 

Indigenous people’s right to choose when and if they have children
By Pauly Denetclaw, Indian Country Today
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Cheyenne and
Arapaho Tribes
encourages all

Oklahoma
Citizens to register

and vote! 
Learn more and support the 

#VoteYourValuesOK Initiative at 
www.voteyourvaluesok.com

“I saw it right off but I 

thought well I love him, he 

loves me and that love can 

stop that drinking,” Behan 

said.

Then came the children, 

first a daughter, then their 
second child, another daugh-

ter, and lastly a son.

“My father had come out 

to my second daughter’s bap-

tismal feast, my mother had 

already passed, and he saw 

my husband drinking and 

told me, ‘he’s not going to 

stop, you need to start think-

ing about an escape plan 

when he’s drunk.’ My father 

told me this – get out before 

it got bad,” she said.

It would be 16 years be-

fore Behan would make the 

decision to leave permanent-

ly.

“I remembered growing 

up being startled, scared, on 

guard because I’d get beat-

en at the mission school and 

how it made me feel like 

nothing … like I was noth-

ing. Then here I was getting 

battered by my husband, my 

love and feeling that nothing 

again,” Behan said.

During those 16 years, 

Behan would find herself 
joining her husband drink-

ing … then finding herself 
not wanting to remember the 

beatings, the drunkenness 

and sometime during those 

years she crossed the invisi-

ble line into alcoholism her-

self.

“It was always on my 

mind, how was I going to 

get out, how was I going to 

do this. Then one day my 

uncle told me, ‘Margaret I 

am not going to take you in 

anymore. I will not allow you 

to come to my house beat up 

like that, with these little 

kids dragging them around. 

You leave him, I’ll help you, 

but I’m not going to see this 

anymore,’” Behan said. “So 

that was it, I had nowhere 

else to go. Along my way in 

life there were always sign 

posts, stepping stones in my 

life showing me the way and 

it finally came to the point 
where I knew I would just 

have to leave, so I packed up 

my kids, a few clothes and I 

just left.”

She found her way to a 

battered women’s shelter, 

began to learn things about 

herself and her life she said 

that all fit her. Putting her life 
back together, Behan learned 

new skills, found a safe place 

for her and her children to 

live and would turn to her art, 

creating pottery to help sus-

tain her family financially.
“I was making a living off 

of my pottery, creating these 

dolls and I thought I need to 

learn to write stories about 

these dolls, so I went to the 

institute (American Indian 

Institute of Art) and took cre-

ative writing.”

She describes stepping 

into the school like stepping 

into a candy store for the first 
time.

“I just loved it, I was 

amazed. I wrote poetry, cre-

Margaret Behan, Red Spider Woman, was named prin-

cess for the Chicago Indian Center in Chicago, Ill.
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to choose when and if they 

want to have children. 

In the 1970s, the Indian 

Health Service forcibly ster-

ilized or coerced at least 25 
percentof Indigenous wom-

en, and the number could 

be higher. In 1976, the U.S. 

Government Accountability 
Office discovered that 3,406 
women were sterilized with-

out their consent, and that 36 

were under the age of 21.
Dr. Connie Pinkerton-Uri, 

Choctaw/Cherokee, start-
ed to investigate after she 

discovered that three of her 

patients were forced or co-

erced into sterilization by the 

health agency. Her indepen-

dent study found that one in 

four Indigenous women were 

sterilized by the agency. She 

also discovered that the 

agency targeted “full-blood-

ed Indian women for steril-

ization procedures.”

In 1976, the Hyde 

Amendment banned the use 

of federal dollars for abortion 

care, meaning Indian Health 

Service, the largest provid-

er of Indigenous healthcare, 

couldn’t provide the service. 

“Because the IHS is often 

the sole provider of repro-

ductive health services for 

Native populations, Hyde 

Amendment restrictions 

effectively deny Native 

American women access to 

full-scope women’s health 

care that includes access to 

abortion,” stated a research 

article by Shaye Beverly Ar-

nold.

The three exceptions were 

in the cases of rape, incest, or 

the life of the mother being 

in danger. In New Mexico 

and Oklahoma, oftentimes 

those three exceptions are 

not being acknowledged by 

local Indian Health Service 

hospitals. 

“Even though they are 

legally allowed to provide 

that care, they still don't 

and every medical director 

has a different policy that 

guides their providers when 

they have a patient who is 

expressing they want to ter-

minate their pregnancy,” Lo-

renzo said. “We have been 

told by providers ourselves 

that their medical directors 

tell them that they're not al-

lowed to even mention abor-

tion. They're just supposed 

to sign them up for prenatal 

care, and schedule their ap-

pointments.”

From 1981 to 2001, In-

dian Health Service only 

performed 25 abortions. The 
Native American Women’s 

Health Education Resource 

Center reported in 2002 that 
85 percent of IHS facilities 

were not in compliance with 

the Hyde Amendment or its 

own regulations to provide 

abortion services. Only five 
percent offered on-site abor-

tion care and none of the 

pharmacies carried medica-

tion for non-surgical abor-

tion. 

Abortion at all stages is 

legal in New Mexico and 

state Medicaid can be used 

to cover all medically neces-

sary abortions. However, the 

right to abortion is not codi-

fied into state law, leaving it 
vulnerable. Across the coun-

try, 16 states and the District 

of Columbia have codified 
the right to abortion.

In contrast, Oklahoma, 

home to 39 Indigenous na-

tions, has one of the strict-

est anti-abortion laws in the 

country. 

“Laws like this absolutely 

make it harder for Indige-

nous women in Oklahoma,” 

said Sarah Adams-Cornell, 

co-founder of Matriarch. “I 

really think about our sis-

ters, trans, non-binary, peo-

ple who live in those rural 

areas where providers are 

scarce, where facilities are 

scarce. Where if you don't 

have enough money to travel 

to the city to get access, you 

face a really tough decision 

about possibly following 

through with the pregnancy 

you don't want, or possibly 

having a back-alley abortion, 

which absolutely will start 

happening.

“Abortion is not go-

ing to stop. That's one thing 

that we have to all just say 

out loud, and know that … 

safe access to abortion ends. 

But abortion does not end, 

that will never stop. We will 

see higher mortality rates. 

We will see higher infection 

rates. We will see back-alley 

abortions become a normal-

ized thing again.”

Oklahoma’s anti-abortion 

law SB 612, signed into law 
by Gov. Kevin Stitt, Cher-
okee, makes no exceptions 

for rape or incest. The bill 

makes it a felony to perform 

an abortion, and those con-

victed could face up to 10 

years in prison or fines of up 
to $100,000. The only ex-

ception is to save the life of 

a pregnant woman in a medi-

cal emergency. 

Nationally, Indigenous 

ROE v WADE
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Sarah Adams-Cornell, Choctaw, at the Ban Off Rally and People’s 

Hearing at the Oklahoma State Capitol on April 5, 2022. She co-founded 
Matriarch, a nonprofit that promotes the social welfare of Native women. 
(Photo by Allie Shinn)

Latoya Lonelodge
Staff Reporter

(WEATHERFORD, OK) 

As of 2021, approximately 
27% of all children in state 
and tribal foster care are 

American Indian within the 

state of Oklahoma. In the 

west-central area, there are 

124 children in foster care 
with 55 of them in shelters, 

leaving almost half the num-

ber of foster care children 

in shelters and not in actual 

homes. 

In providing a family 

resource center for fami-

lies who provide foster care 

for tribal youth, Cheyenne 

and Arapaho citizen, Sara 

Whiteshield has made it her 

mission to build a commu-

nity network and provide 

resources for foster families 

and tribal youth in foster care 

by forming the Walking Buf-

falo Women Project. 
“We offer support groups 

to foster families, which we 

do kinship, guardianship, 

adoptive as well and what 

I’m trying to do is build a 

community and a network 

because the need for tribal 

foster homes is so great,” 

Whiteshield said. 

Using her Cheyenne name 

as the project’s name, Walk-

ing Buffalo, Whiteshield said 

when children are placed in 

non-Native homes, it creates 

a disconnection from tradi-

tions and cultures. Whitesh-

ield hopes to connect fos-

ter care children with their 

culture through the Walking 

Women Buffalo Project. 
“How can we expect these 

non-Native homes to raise 

our children that way if they 

don’t know,” Whiteshield 

said. 

During her time working 

for foster care for the Chey-

enne and Arapaho Tribes, 

Whiteshield said she learned 

a tribal agency was a big need 

and foster parents felt unsup-

ported. And when casework-

ers have over 40 caseloads 

they can’t be expected to be 

there when foster families 

get placements.

“That’s where I saw the 

need and that’s what I’m 

trying to fill is to just to be 
a partner and just relieve 

that area, that aspect when it 

comes to dealing with subsi-

dy care families,” Whitesh-

ield said. 

The program offers sup-

port groups for Indian Child 

Welfare Act (ICWA) families 

and for foster families of any 

ethnicity. Cultural classes 

have also been conducted, 

such as a frybread making 

class. 

“I have elders from dif-

ferent tribes that have vol-

unteered to speak and share 

their knowledge, so right 

now we’re in the middle of 

some changes,” Whiteshield 

said. 

Originally, Whiteshield 

began working under PALS 
(pseudonym for People and 
Love Succeed), and was 

working to make her pro-

gram underneath that, how-

ever Whiteshield has since 

become a partner of PALS. 
“I kind of do both, my 

passion project was Walking 

Buffalo Women and that’s 

where everything is my fo-

cus, but I also step in and 

help them run PALS, which 
is a family resource center 

and a foster care agency,” 

Whiteshield said. 

Along with cultural 

nights, the project also does 

one-on-one advocacy as 

many Native families don’t 

know about ICWA.

“They don’t understand 

it and they don’t know how 

it can help them whenev-

er they’re in that situation,” 

Whiteshield said. 

Whiteshield said she re-

cently helped a family out of 

state who had a caseworker 

that didn’t understand ICWA.

“I was able to assist that 

family and get the case work-

er the resources they needed 

to help and so that’s kind of 

what helps me, being able 

to shed some light and get-

ting these kids everything 

they deserve really because 

they’re in that situation 

with no fault of their own,” 

Whiteshield said. 

Another push for the 

Walking Buffalo Women 

Project deals with mental 
health, as she’s experienced 

firsthand what it means to 
lose a loved one due to men-

tal health problems. 

“Ultimately children are 

innocent and even if they 

have behaviors or have is-

sues, it’s usually because of 

trauma and the smallest thing 

can be trauma that can affect 

your entire life,” Whiteshield 

said. 

Whiteshield said a large 

part of pushing for men-

tal health awareness is be-

cause her brother, Benjamin 

Whiteshield, was killed by 

police in Clinton, Okla., 

when he was having a men-

tal breakdown and went to 

police for help.

“He didn’t feel safe, he 

felt somebody was after him 

and he wanted to go there 

and so when he was brought 

there, he was having a man-

Walking Buffalo Women Project: 
Serving Foster Families and Children
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ative writings and my art-

ists in residence at that time 

were Joy Harjo, Gloria Byrd, 
Sherman Alexie, Simon Or-

tiz … some of the best.”

As the years passed, her 

children grew up and the 

time had come for her to look 

at herself, her alcoholism and 

again, it seemed the sign-

posts … the stepping stones 

were there for her to follow. 

She checked herself into a 

90-day treatment center, fol-

lowed up with 18 months of 

after treatment.

“During my after treat-

ment the director of the treat-

ment center called me and 

said my class had nominated 

me to receive a scholarship 

to attend the University of 

Mexico for counseling. I told 

her, I’m not a counselor, I’m 

an artist, and I hung up.”

Within a week of that 

phone call Behan’s youngest 

daughter’s husband commit-

ted suicide. She said she was 

at the funeral looking at her 

two grandsons wondering, 

“what am I going to tell this 

baby and his brother about 

what really happened … I’ve 

got to educate myself on ad-

diction to be able to talk to 

these boys.”

She said the light bulb 

went off in her head, the 

signposts were there so she 

went to see the director who 

had called her and said, “I’m 

here for that scholarship.”

From the moment she 

stepped into the classroom 

she had another “a-ha” mo-

ment.

“There were like 60-100 

people in the classrooms and 

all these lectures and I start-

ed seeing all the characters in 

my life, I saw my aunt, I saw 

my mother, I saw my broth-

ers, I saw my drunk people 

and myself and was like oh 

my gosh!”

Her sobriety would be-

come the center in Behan’s 

life, and her desire to help 

other Natives suffering from 

substance abuse, alcoholism 

became her main focus.

“My grandmother was a 

big motivation for me want-

ing to be sober, even after 

she died, her essence was 

still very present. She was 

really powerful in our lives, 

how she loved her children, 

how she loved me, how she 

could give this love that was 

so amazing, so incredible 

and completely uncondition-

al,” Behan said.

In 2003, with her children 
grown, and children of their 

own … her grandchildren, 

she knew it was time to go 

home to Montana to connect 

with her father’s side, so she 

moved to the Northern Chey-

enne reservation in Lame 

Deer.

In 2004 Behan was in-

vited to become part of the 

International Council of 

Thirteen Indigenous Grand-

mothers, although at the time 

she had no idea that was 

what the invitation was for. 

She boarded a plane a few 

months later headed to Dalai 

Lama’s Menla retreat in Al-

bany, New York.

“It was dark when I got 

there and the Hopi Grand-

mother was my roommate. 

In the morning I woke up, 

it was still dark, but I could 

hear bells ringing … lots of 

bells.”

When she opened the 

door she saw the Tibetan 

Grandmother praying with 
her bells and the Mexico 

Grandmother was praying 
and she had bells too.

“I was watching every 

person and every person had 

an assistant to help them. 

This lady came to me and 

took me into this room with 

a big round table and she 

said go find your name. I 
walked around that table and 

found my name, Margaret 

Behan, Red Spider Woman. 

I thought oh they know my 

Indian name.”

Wilma Man Killer was 

the keynote speaker, and as 

Behan looked around she 

counted 13 women sitting 

around the table.

“Gloria Steinem spoke 
and when she said we need 

this council, I think all of us 

had already decided.”

They wrote their mis-

sion statement within two 

days, their mission would 

be ‘World Peace, Healing 
Mother Earth and Her Inhab-

itants.’

“The Center for Sacred 

Learning stated they sent out 

16 letters and it was the Af-

rican Grandmother who said 
it was her dream to gather 

tribal women from around 

the world and she told the 

Center for Sacred Learning, 

so they took it on, manifest-

ed her dream. So, this was 

in fulfillment of when the 
grandmothers speak proph-

ecy, which means we have 

original instructions, Indige-

nous people, and we are not 

living those original instruc-

tions,” Behan said.

The 16 letters were sent 

out and women were brought 

from their tribes. Their tribes 

told the Center for Sacred 

Learning which women were 

doing this type of work.

“So I don’t know where 

my invitation came from, 

someone told them, whoever 

they went to, told them I was 

one who was living like this. 

Thirteen of us answered the 

call so we became the Inter-

national Council of Thirteen 

Indigenous Grandmothers in 
2004.”

Part of their journey 
was to travel to each grand-

mother’s home to hold a 

Council meeting. They began 

in New Mexico with Mayan 

Grandmother, Florademayo 
and finished at Grandma 
Bernadette’s gathering in Li-

breville, Africa.

Behan’s gathering, the 

11th Council Gathering was 
held July 2012 on the North-

ern Cheyenne Tribe reserva-

tion in Lame Deer, Mont.

“The theme was ‘Grati-
tude Brings Freedom.’ At the 

present time I’m still work-

ing on the documentary for 

the Cheyenne history, start-

ing with the Cheyenne Exo-

dus of 1878 when 300 North-

ern Cheyenne escaped.”

Today Behan has settled 

comfortably in her new home 

not far from where she spent 

many wonderful days grow-

ing up with her grandmother 

in Oklahoma. She has trav-

eled the globe and has gained 

a deeper understanding after 

seeing all the ways of prayer 

in all the countries along her 

journey. Her heart remains 

dedicated to helping her peo-

ple, helping women to take 

their rightful place, encour-

aging them to be true to their 

selves and to love uncondi-

tionally.

“I enjoy going swim-

ming, I am settling into my 

home and staying active. The 

things I have seen, as a Chey-

enne/Arapaho woman, as a 
spiritual being, traveling the 

globe has been so amazing. It 

is such a peace to know that 

I don’t have to chase or want 

or wish and I now know what 

my grandmother, what my 

grandparents were saying … 

they already knew.”

Margaret Louise Behan, Red Spider Woman, would become one of the members of the 
International Council of Thirteen Indigenous Grandmothers in 2004.

LIFE’S JOURNEY
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ic attack, he couldn’t explain 

himself well, he didn’t know 

really what was going on, he 

just knew he didn’t feel safe, 

and so instead of helping 

him the police killed him,” 

Whiteshield said. 

In being a part of the com-

munity and helping make 

a change, Whiteshield has 

partnered with Mosaic Ther-

apy out of Oklahoma City 

to handle the behavioral and 

mental health aspects.

“I think in our commu-

nity mental health is some-

thing that is still stigmatized 

and if you reach out for help 

you can be seen as weak … 

people don’t understand how 

bad that can be and so I also 

know that people aren’t go-

ing to seek it out unless you 

put it in their face,” Whitesh-

ield said. 

With plans to move her 

office in the Connections 
Food and Resource Center 

in downtown Weatherford, 

Okla., Whiteshield said after 

getting settled, she wants to 

reach out to communities.

“I want to go to the com-

munity halls in our areas and 

start off, my passion is with 

my people, my passion in 

with my tribe and that’s ulti-

mately how I was raised, you 

go to school you get your ed-

ucation, come back and you 

help your tribe and whenev-

er I left the tribe, I felt lost 

because I didn’t know how 

I could continue doing that,’ 

Whiteshield said. 

And while Whiteshield is 

transparent about not hav-

ing a college degree, she has 

experience that has guided 

her to creating the Walk-

ing Buffalo Women Project. 
As a single mother of five, 

Whiteshield said she tells her 

children every day that Ma-

heo is guiding her path. 

“There’s so many times 

I wanted to give up and say 

I can’t do this, I had a lot of 

self-doubt and who am I to 

do this,” Whiteshield said.

But with all the doors that 

have been opening, Whitesh-

ield has been led to finding 
PALS and partnering with 
them instead of working un-

der them, finding Mosaic and 
the food resource and offer-

ing their place for offices. 
With the transition, it will 

essentially become a hub for 

having various resources in 

one place.

In being raised tradition-

ally, it has become import-

ant to Whiteshield working 

in foster care when foster 

children have questions and 
don’t have 

that same opportunity. 

WHITE BUFFALO WOMAN
continued from pg. 4

Sara Whiteshield

See WHITE BUFFALO WOMAN / pg. 9
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servicemembers were 

women, while 15.6 percent 

of all other servicemem-

bers were women.

During World War I and 

World War II, American In-

dian languages were used 

to send secret military mes-

sages, codes that enemies 

were never able to break.

American Indians en-

listed in overwhelming 

numbers after the attack 

on Pearl Harbor in 1941. 
Just like in World War II, 

the army used American 

Indian recruiters to find 
Native-language speakers 

who were willing to enlist. 

Forty-four thousand Native 

Americans saw active duty 

during Pearl Harbor, in-

cluding 800 women.

Approximately 10,000 

American Indian soldiers 

fought during the Korean 

War and approximately 

42,000 served during the 
Vietnam War.

Since the Gulf War, 
American Indian men and 

women continue to serve in 

high numbers at home and 

abroad. According to the 

Department of Defense, in 

2019, more than 24,000 of 
the 1.2 million current ac-

tive-duty servicemembers 

were American Indians and 

the 2010 Census identified 
over 150,000 American 

Indian and Alaska Native 

veterans. (Note: Statis-

tics from the 2020 Census 

have not yet been recorded 

for the number of Native 

American veterans current-

ly in the U.S.)

Chris Oliver Jr., better 

known by his family and 

friends as Juper, served in the 

U.S. Marine Corps, 2nd Bat-

talion, 9th Marine Regiment 

stationed in Okinawa from 

March 25, 1974 – March 5, 
1976.

During his enlistment, 

Juper was presented with 

the Good Conduct Medal, 
National Defense Service 

Medal, Combat Action Rib-

bon and Navy Achievement 

Medal.

Juper was part of the res-

cue efforts to rescue the crew 

of the U.S. Merchant Ship 

Mayaguez.

General Description of 

Operation:

On May 15, 1975, the 2nd 

Battalion, 9th Marine Regi-

ment conducted an assault 

on the island of Koh Tang 

(Cambodia) in support of 

the rescue of the U.S. Mer-

chant Ship Mayaguez and its 

crew. The island was four to 

five miles long, heavily foli-
ated except for a small crest 

through the northern part of 

the island. There was a large 

cove with a sandy beach on 

the east side of the island and 

a smaller cove with a reason-

ably good beach on the west 

side of the island, which was 

designated as the eastern 

and western landing zones. 

Temperatures in the area of 

operation were well above 

100 degrees. The island was 

found to be occupied by a 

well trained and equipped 
enemy force of approximate-

ly 150 men. The enemy was 

armed with both automatic 

and semi-automatic weap-

ons and was supported by 

mortars, RPGs and .90mm 

recoilless rifle. The landing 
sites were surrounded by 

hilly and rocky terrain which 

the enemy had cleverly tried 

to conceal fighting holes and 
bunkers from which both 

grazing and direct fire could 
be delivered. Rapid build-

up of the objective area was 

handicapped by both aircraft 

limitations and the initial 

losses inflicted by heavy and 
accurate fire that greeted the 
first wave. Heavy engage-

ment persisted throughout 

the day until the final ex-

traction on or about 2030 
hours the same day.

Individual Action of Pri-

vate First Class Chris Oliver

Having been inserted on 

Koh Tang in the first assault 
wave, Private First Class Ol-
iver’s platoon was immedi-

ately taken under intense en-

emy small arms fire. A force 
of approximately four to six 

enemy occupied a position 

on the edge of the landing 

zone. It was this enemy em-

placement which comprised 

the closest resistance to the 

assault force. Quick to re-

act to the situation, Private 
First Class Oliver and his fire 
team began to assault this 

position. Continually expos-

ing himself to enemy fire, 
Private First Class Oliver 
advanced across open terrain 

and then provided covering 

fire for the other members of 
the team. Private First Class 
Oliver’s repeated aggressive 

action was instrumental in 

neutralizing the enemy po-

sition, thus allowing his pla-

toon to establish a perimeter 

around the zone.

Juper was born Jan. 2, 
1957 to Chris Oliver Sr., and 

Pearl White Eagle Oliver in 
Clinton, Okla.

He was one of 14 chil-

dren, nine boys and five girls.
“We always called him 

Juper. My sister younger than 

him, we always called him 

Junior and she couldn’t say 

Junior and it came out Juper 

and that name just stuck with 

him,” Wanda Rauh, Juper’s 

sister said.

Wanda said Juper was the 

only boy left with the five 
girls because the older boys 

were already grown and out 

of the house.

“What I remember the 

most about him is he loved 

to eat. My dad always had a 

big garden and he would al-

ways be in that garden in his 

little jean cutoffs, no shirt, 

no shoes eating. He could 

eat a whole watermelon by 

himself,” Wanda said as she 

laughed.

Juper returned to Canton 

after serving in the U.S. Ma-

rine Corps and married Eva 

Meat, and together they had 

three children, Charity, Al-

bert and Gary.
Juper passed away at the 

age of 23, Jan. 1, 1980.

In Remembrance of U.S. Marine Corps - Private First Class
Chris ‘Juper’ Oliver Jr., Jan. 2, 1957 – Jan. 1, 1980

Chris ‘Juper’ Oliver Jr. pictured with his U.S. Marine Corps graduating class. Pictured 
top right.

Chris Oliver Jr. while 

stationed in Cambodia.

Rosemary Stephens, Editor-in-Chief
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LaRenda Morgan, Government Affairs officer and Chey-

enne and Arapaho MMIP chair, gives legislative updates re-

garding the passing of Ida’s Law that went into effect Nov. 

1, 2021. (Photos / Latoya Lonelodge)

MMIP Oklahoma State Chapter President, Carmen Har-

vie, asks fellow Oklahoma MMIP chapters to join her in 
welcoming attendees at the National Day of Awareness for 

Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women at the Oklaho-

ma State Capitol.

Along with speakers, other MMIW chapters were in at-

tendance as well. Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation 

(OSBI) Agent Dale Fine and Vincent Marcellino, with the 

Bureau of Indian Affairs, were on site to share information 

regarding missing and murdered indigenous cases. Harvie 

said there are close to 400 missing and murdered cases. 

“We’re collaborating with them on the cases that we have 

so that we can lower the numbers that we have in the state of 

Oklahoma,” Harvie said. 

With the passing of Ida’s Law, named after Cheyenne and 

Arapaho citizen Ida Beard, who went missing in 2015, the 
new law went into effect on Nov. 1, 2021. The bill created an 
office of liaison for missing and murdered Indigenous per-
son cases under the OSBI. Once Ida’s Law came into effect, 

OSBI Special Agent Dale Fine was brought in to partner with 

MMIW chapters and meet monthly to share information re-

garding cases. 

“He’s a great advocate for MMIP and we’re glad that 
he’s here because we now have that support system for our 

MMIW chapters instead of us being out there alone now that 

we have him with Ida’s Law, it’s great to have him with us,” 

Harvie said. 

In creating an office of liaison within the OSBI, Fine said 
he was fortunate enough to be appointed as a liaison for that 

office. 

“In addition to my duties with OSBI, what we started to do 

is start trying to build a framework at our office and events 
like this is paramount to what we’re trying to do,” Fine said. 

One of the main issues is trying to get word out quickly as 
they can to build relationships and events like the National 

Day of Awareness for MMIW. To give them a chance to get 

out, meet people and develop relationships. When working 

on cases that occur in communities, the office of liaison gives 
a face and a number to call.

“In turn if they didn’t have that relationship and they have 

some information about a case, now they can give them some-

body even though OSBI is not the lead investigating agency 

we can still pass along that information to that community 

member, to whoever is the leading investigating agency,” 

Fine said. 

Fine said OSBI is here to help address the MMIW and 

MMIP crisis across the state of Oklahoma. 
“We’re working with our local, state and federal partners. 

We’re working with the communities, we’re working with 

community members, community organizations to help ad-

dress this crisis and so we’re here to help anyway we can,” 

Fine said. 

With the newly formed Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes 

Missing and Murdered Indigenous People Chapter, Chairper-
son and Governmental Affairs Officer for the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes, LaRenda Morgan said the objective of the 

tribes’ MMIP chapter is to provide advocacy awareness and 
education.

“We’re focused on educating the tribal members and the 

public about the epidemic and the cases and then also there’s 

a prevention aspect of what we want to do as far as preventing 

any further missing or murdered cases,” Morgan said. 

Morgan said the group aims for prevention in providing 

education on domestic violence, substance abuse and other 

variables that are shown to lead to MMIP. 
“Although we can’t prevent those from happening in cer-

tain instances, we want to try to do our community work as 

in advocacy and try to help our own tribal members become 

educated,” Morgan said. 

With many families of victims in attendance, the event 

ended the day with an open message of the reality of the 

MMIW and MMIP crisis and how it affects families as many 
shared their stories during open mic. 

“They need a voice because we’re unheard voices on these 

cases and we’re an epidemic in Oklahoma and to have the 

families here is very important for them to tell their story and 

let people know that this is happening in everyone’s back-

yards, they need a voice to be heard here at the capitol,” Har-

vie said.

With eight MMIP chapters within Oklahoma, Harvie said 
they can be contacted and found on Facebook through their 

respective pages.

“They all have their own Facebook pages and you can find 
them there, just put in MMIW or MMIP and you’ll find all the 
chapters there and you can message them if you need them 

for any support with families or we’re there for our Indige-

nous people,” Harvie said.

Being joined by her fam-

ily and friends on stage, 

Shana Ford, El Reno Main 

Street executive director, 

presented beautiful 16x20 
canvas prints with a photo of 

Bushyhead silhouetted into a 

photo of three buffalo from 

the Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Tribes’ buffalo herd to her 

family members. Also pres-

ent was Bushyhead’s long 

time friends Gov. Reggie 
Wassana, Lt. Gov. Gib Miles 
and Mo Brings Plenty, a well 
known actor in the series, 

Yellowstone.

Bushyhead, a citizen of 

the Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Tribes, served on numerous 

boards, including El Reno 

Main Street, and actively 

promoted building commu-

nity relationships between 

the tribes and communities.

“Clara was such an advo-

cate for Burger Day and El 

Reno,” Brooke Robertson, who served on the Main Street board of directors with Bushyhead, said. “She threw everything 

she had into helping make the event such a great success.”

BUSHYHEAD
continued from pg. 1

Shana Ford, executive director of El Reno Main Street, presents to the late Clara Bushy-

head’s family members beautifully designed canvas prints of Clara Bushyhead silhouetted 
with a photo of three buffalo from the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ buffalo herd. (Photo 

/ Christopher Roman Nose)
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OBITUARIES

Walter Roe Hamilton Jr.

Michael Ray Fire
Michael Ray Fire was 

born on Sept. 21, 1962 in 
Oklahoma City, to parents 

Edward Ray Glantz and Kar-
en June Fire Cutnose. He 

departed this life on May 3, 

2022 in Seminole, Okla.
Michael was raised in 

Watonga, Okla. and attend-

ed school at both Watonga 

and Concho. He worked in 

the oil field as a rough neck. 
He enjoyed fishing, doing 
beadwork and being with his 

family.

Michael was preceded in 

death by his grandparents, 

Walter and Julia Fire, his 

parents, and a daughter Kris-

ta RayLee Fire.

He is survived by sons Mi-

chael James Fire Daukei and 

Jonathan Richard Daukei, 

daughter Sherry Lynae Fire 

and Ryan Red Hat, son An-

gel Hernandez, sister Julie 

Fire, grandsons, Isaac Her-

nandez and James Ryan Fire.

A wake service was held 

May 6 at the Canton Emer-

gency Response Center in 

Canton, Okla. Graveside ser-

vice was held May 7 at the 

Canton Indian Mennonite 

Cemetery with Pastor Fred-

die Ambriz and Robert Lit-

tlebird officiating.

OBITUARIES
Elaine ‘Denise’ Miles-Goodface
Elaine ‘Denise’ (Miles) 

Goodface, 76, of Flandreau, 
S.D. and formerly of Ab-

erdeen, S.D., passed away 

April 19, 2022,  peacefully 
at Select Specialty Hospital 

in Sioux Falls surrounded 

by family. She fought the 

good fight after battling a 
brain bleed for two months. 

Denise was born on Jan. 24, 
1946, in Flandreau to Le-

roy and Elaine (Traversie) 

Miles. She was a citizen of 

the Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Tribes of Oklahoma, also 

a lineal descendant of the 

Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe.

She graduated from Flan-

dreau High School in 1964 

and attended college in Ver-

million, S.D. She devoted 

her career working for the 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 

(BIA) and Indian Health 

Service (IHS) until retiring 

in 2004. One of her proudest 
accomplishments was being 

one of three personnel offi-

cers throughout the nation. 

When attending meetings, 

she would choose to drive 

in order to take her daughter 

so she, too, could experience 

other parts of the country. 

Her employment allowed 

her to live in all corners of 

the United States, including, 

Flandreau, S.D., Denver, 

Colo., Minneapolis, Minn., 

Cherokee, N.C., Juneau, AK 

and Aberdeen, S.D. She met 

numerous people along the 

way, and many became life-

long friends.

Denise’s pride and joy of 

life began in 1967 with the 

birth of her daughter Yvette. 

Then again in 1988 with 

the birth of her son Darren. 

Denise was an extraordi-

nary mother while being the 

sole provider for her chil-

dren. Just when she thought 

her love couldn’t grow any 

greater, she started to have 

grandchildren and great 

grandchildren. She was so 

tickled each time she heard 

her family was growing. Af-

ter her great granddaughter 

was born, she said now she 

felt complete to finally have a 
“great.” She was quite proud 
to be a mother, grandma and 

great grandma. She loved to 

tell stories of “back in the 

day” which would lead to 

laughing and her contagious 

laugh caused you to laugh as 

if it had just happened. She 

kept in touch with many on 

her flip-phone and her calls 
and texts will be missed by 

many. One of her favorite 

outings included playing on 

the same buffalo machine 

at the Royal River Casino 

where she made numerous 

friends with the staff and 

customers. She kept abreast 

of world news on TV, read 

the newspaper, played bingo, 

watched the game show net-

work, did crossword puzzles, 

was an avid Scrabble player, 

spent many a day going to 

rummage sales for things she 

might need one day, and al-

ways had a non-fiction book 
open for a good read. She 

thoroughly enjoyed watch-

ing her granddaughter, Sap-

phire play soccer, as well as 

watch college and nation-

al sports teams on TV. Her 

many stories and antics are 

known widely by the fami-

ly. Denise was a member of 

the Elks and Moose Lodge in 

Aberdeen. 

Denise is survived by 

her daughter Yvette (John) 

Burshiem of Flandreau, son 

Darren (Shawnee) Ghost of 
Aberdeen, six grandchildren, 

Brittney Wilson (Rowden 

Schipper) of Flandreau, Jon 

“Little Jon” Burshiem of 

Flandreau, Sapphire Robert-

son and Xander Ghost both 
of Aberdeen, Geno (Erica) 
Burshiem of Sioux Falls, 

Forestte Taylor of Flandreau, 

three great grand-children, 

Amelia Elaine Kay Schip-

per of Flandreau, Brooks 

and Briggs Burshiem of 

Sioux Falls, siblings, Roxee 

Johnson of Flandreau, Re-

nee Jones of Flandreau, Fred 

Jones, Bozeman, Mont., Kim 

(Steve) Patterson of Flan-

dreau and numerous niec-

es, nephews, cousins and 

friends.

She was preceded in death 

by her parents, Walter and 

Elaine (Traversie) Jones and 

Leroy Miles and siblings, 

Robert Miles, Viola (Miles) 

Ross, Mona Miles, Leslie 

Anne “Tez” (Miles) Tso and 

nephew Eugene F. Tso.

Visitation was held April 

24 at the Skroch Funeral 
Chapel in Fandreau, S.D. Fu-

neral service was held April. 

25, at the same venue, fol-
lowed by an interment at the 

First Presbyterian Cemetery 
in Fandreau, S.D.

Walter Roe Hamilton Jr. 

passed away on May 6, 2022, 
at St. Anthony Healthplex in 

El Reno, Okla. Walter was 

born Dec. 2, 1946, in Con-

cho, Okla. He worked in 

economic development for 

the State of Oklahoma. After 

his retirement he was 

employed by the Gaming 
Commission for the Lucky 

Star Casino. He lived most 

of his life in El Reno and was 

a member of the Methodist 

Church and the Oklahoma 

Indian Nation Gourd Clan.
He is survived by his 

wife of 44 years, Doris Yel-

low Eyes Hamilton, of the 

home, sons, Walter R. “Trac-

er” Hamilton III of Yukon, 

Okla., and Eddie Hamilton 

of El Reno, step-sons, Sam-

uel Yellow Eyes, Cowboy 

Yellow Eyes and Babes Yel-

low Eyes, sister Margaret 

Anquoe of El Reno, grand-

children, Justice Hamilton, 

Sophia Hamilton, Rylee 

Hamilton, Lauren Hamilton, 

Kynadee Hamilton and Mi-

chelle Hamilton.

His parents, Walter 

Roe Hamilton Sr. and Ag-

nes (Rowlodge) Hamilton, 

brothers, Jesse Wayne Ham-

ilton and William Hamilton 

Sr., and sisters, Belle Ham-

ilton and Virginia Hamilton, 

preceded him in death.

A wake service was held 

May 10 at the Concho Emer-

gency Response Center in 

Concho, Okla. Funeral ser-

vice was held May 11, at the 

same venue, with Rev. Way-

lon Upchego officiating, fol-
lowed by an interment at the 

Concho Indian Cemetery in 

Concho, Okla.

Hannah P. Sleeper
Hannah P. Sleeper was 

born Aug. 3, 1971 to Henry 

Kendrick Sr. and Ruby May 

(James) Sleeper in Clinton, 

Okla.  She passed away April 

24, 2022 at Integris Baptist 
Medical Center in Oklahoma 

City at the age of 50.

Hannah graduated from 

Geary High School in 
1990. She lived most of her 

life in Geary. She worked as 
a cook. She enjoyed going 

to the casino and traveling. 

Hannah was a member of the 

Rock of Restoration Church.  

She was preceded in 

death by her parents, Henry 

and Ruby Sleeper.

Hannah is survived by 

her snag Kenneth Hicks of 

Geary, two daughters, Ciera 
Williams of Del City, Okla. 

and Ruby May Williams of 

Norman, Okla., five grand-

children, Adalyn, Octavia, 

Evelyn, Luna, and Thalia, 

siblings, Henry Sleeper and 

Elsie of Oklahoma City, Earl 

Sleeper and Tammy Adam-

son of Geary, Mazie Lit-
tleraven and Rory of Geary, 
and Henrietta Sleeper and 

Chauncy Sutton of Longda-

le, Okla., and many nieces, 

nephews, other relatives and 

friends.

A traditional all night 

wake service was held April 

28 at the Geary Emergency 

Response Center in Geary, 
Okla. Funeral service was 

held April 29 at the Rock of 
Restoration Church, offici-
ated by Rev. Greg Zoschak 
and Rev. Waylon Upchego, 

followed by an interment at 

the Sunset Cemetery.

(CONCHO, OK) The Buffalo Trail beginning in front of the Rollin Haag Native 

American Church in Concho, Okla., and ending at the buffalo pasture gates provides 

a wealth of information and history about the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ buffalo 

herd.

When you begin your walk, you will start with a live narration from Cheyenne Chief 

Gordon Yellowman on the history of the buffalo, the cultural significance of the buffalo 
to Tribal Nations. Just push the button located on the Buffalo Trail display and soak in 

the history.

As you walk the trail, strategically placed metal signs depicting buffalo heads and 

full body buffalo line the walkway, each with interesting information ranging from the 

history of the tribes’ buffalo herd, to learning about what each part of the buffalo is used 

for when butchering.

Some of the information one might read on the signs as they stroll the Buffalo Trail 

are:

In 1977, 25 head of buffalo were donated to the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of 
Oklahoma from the Yellowstone National Park. The herd was held at the Cantonment 
Reserve. A tourist lookout and fence was constructed. Mr. Warren Sankey, an Arapaho 

Veteran and Chief, served as the manager for this construction.

In 2016, 25 head of buffalo arrived on the Concho Reserve by semi-truck. The buf-
falo were donated to the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes from the Wichita Wildlife Ref-

uge near Lawton, Okla.

In 2019, the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes pur-

chases the buffalo herd 

from Foss, Oklahoma State 

Park via a bidding process 
during an auction/lot sale.

In 2021 the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes have 500 head of buffalo with 83 calves born. The tribes have the 

largest tribally owned buffalo herd in Oklahoma.

The brick interactive display, powered by a solar panel, is strategically placed at the 

beginning of the Buffalo Trail. The display holds an element of history with the bricks 

used to construct it coming from the Seger Indian School, built in 1893 in Colony, Okla.

“Marcos, Chieko, Alicia and myself picked 300 bricks from the brick pile at the old 

Seger Indian School and transferred them to the Diabetes Wellness Program. My dad 
and I volunteered to take hammers and chisels to clean up all the bricks and Gordon 
Yellow man provided all the information for the signs and audio,” Jenna Crider, dieti-

tian for the Diabetes Wellness Program said.
The project was spearheaded by the Diabetes Wellness Program.

Walking the Buffalo Trail

The Diabetes Wellness Program spearheaded the Buffalo Trail audio display and stra-

tegically placed signs along the trail for walkers to learn about the history of the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes’ buffalo herd. Pictured are front left Gloria Bellymule, back l-r, Esther 
Wilson, Kathy Shawnee, and on the right l-r, Yolanda Van 

Hook, Marcos Baros andJenna Crider. (Submitted photo)

Rosemary Stephens, Editor-in-Chief
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How to keep your yard 

from ticks? 

The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, and 
the Agricultural Experiment 

Station, have a list of a sim-

ple landscaping techniques, 
to reduce the blacklegged 

tick populations in your back 

yard or wherever you gather 

outside. 

Here’s the list: 

Remove leaf litter. 

Clear tall grasses and 

brush around homes and at 

the edge of lawns. 

 Place a 3ft wide barrier 
of wood chips or gravel 

between lawns and wooded 

areas to restrict tick migra-

tion into recreational areas. 

Mow the lawn frequently. 
Stack wood neatly and in 

a dry area.

Keep playground 

equipment, decks, and patios 
away from yard edges and 

trees. 

Discourage unwelcome 

animals (like deer, raccoons, 

and stray dogs) from enter-

ing your yard by building a 

fence. 

Remove old furniture, 

mattresses, or trash from the 

yard that may give ticks a 

place to hide. 

Just remember to use bug 

spray when your outdoors 

in wooded and brushy areas 

with high grass and leaf lit-

ter. 

When you come indoors, 

always check yourself for 

ticks. Here are places to 

look: under the arms, in and 

around the ears, inside the 

belly button, back of knees, 

in and around the hair, 

around the waist and ankles.

For more information you 

can go to www.cdc/prevent-
ing/tick/bites. 

Summer Tick Safety
Submitted by Health Education

women are two times more likely to 

experience rape or sexual assault. Three 

out of five Indigenous women have 
been assaulted in their lifetime. 

“It's going to be devastating for our 

community, especially when we know 

that those rates of sexual assault are so 

high,” Adams-Cornell, Choctaw, said. 

While this draft opinion can be 

alarming to those who support a wom-

an’s right to choose, Elizabeth Reese, 

Pueblo of Nambé, an assistant professor 
of law at Stanford University, wants to 

be clear that it is not written into law.

“This is not the opinion of the court,” 

Reese said. “It is still something that is 

likely being revised and debated by the 

justices. This might not be, ultimately, 

what the court puts out as their final 
decision. The law still has not changed 

in that regard and will not change. Roe 

will continue to be the law of the land 

until this decision is officially put out.”
The chief justice said in a press re-

lease that the work of the court would 

not be impacted by the breach of trust 

and would not undermine the integrity 

of the operations. 

“I think some immediate steps are to 

make our general reactions to the deci-

sion, as the people of the United States, 

very clear,” Reese said. “The court 

does not often like to acknowledge the 

weight that public opinion has on its 

decision making. But it certainly does. 

Since the legitimacy of the court, as an 

institution, hangs on the idea of all of 

us believing in its legitimacy and that 

they have not strayed too far from the 

norms of law and justice that we expect 

of them.” 

Polling shows relatively few Amer-
icans want to see Roe overturned. In 

general, AP-NORC polling finds a ma-

jority of the public favors abortion be-

ing legal in most or all cases. Few say 

abortion should be illegal in all cases.

Still, Americans have nuanced atti-

tudes on the issue. In an AP-NORC poll 
conducted last June, 61 percent said 

abortion should be legal in most or all 

circumstances in the first trimester of 
a pregnancy. However, 65 percent said 

abortion should usually be illegal in the 

second trimester, and 80 percent said it 

should be illegal in the third trimester, 

though many Americans believe that 

the procedure should be allowable un-

der at least some circumstances even 

during the second or third trimesters.

Minnesota Lt. Gov. Peggy Flana-

gan, White Earth Nation, and U.S. Rep. 

Sharice Davids, Ho-Chunk, D-Kansas, 

have come out against the Supreme 

Court's apparent decision.

U.S. Rep. Markwayne Mullin, Cher-

okee, R-Oklahoma, has come out in 

support of the possible decision by the 

Supreme Court, tweeting, “If reporting 

on the coming Supreme Court decision 

is accurate, this MONUMENTAL de-

cision will save the lives of millions of 

babies. I’m humbled to come from a red 

state like Oklahoma who has taken the 

lead in this movement to fight for the 
unborn.”

The final and official Supreme Court 
decision is not due for another two 

months. During that time, justices will 

likely continue to debate this case. 

“One thing worth thinking about is 

what role tribal governments can play 

in trying to provide these essential ser-

vices to their citizens on their own terri-

tories,” Reese said.

Pauly Denetclaw, a citizen of the 

Navajo Nation, is Haltsooí (Meadow 

People) born for Kinyaa’áanii (Tower-

ing House People). An award-winning 

reporter based in Gallup, New Mexico, 

she has worked for the Navajo Times 

and Texas Observer covering Indige-

nous communities, and her radio pieces 

have aired on KYAT, National Native 

News, NPR’s Latino USA and Texas 

Public Radio. She is a board member of 

the Native American Journalist Associ-

ation.

ROE v WADE
continued from pg. 4

“It’s not their fault, they’re curious and they want to know, 

that’s another driving force, I want to keep our kids connect-

ed, I want to keep our traditions alive, I want to keep our 

cultures alive and our children are the only way that’s going 

to happen,” Whiteshield said. 

When the project came into fruition in January 2022, 
Whiteshield is currently still working to get everything estab-

lished as the project is still new. 

In working to establish her own 501(c), Whiteshield has 

her LLC business named Whiteshield Advocacy Group. 
“I’m DBA with the project underneath that until I can get 

my 501(c) but I already have my board picked and I picked a 

really diverse board with tribal members and non-tribal mem-

bers who all have actually worked within tribal foster care,” 

Whiteshield said. 

Bringing the project together, Whiteshield said it’s been a 

slow process and everything expense wise is coming out of 

her own pocket until she can get donation letters sent out to 

receive funding. 

“I’m learning in this field of work you have to be able to 
put yourself out there and say this is what I’m doing and I 

really need your help,” Whiteshield said.

In further pursuing the Walking Buffalo Women Project in 
the future, Whiteshield said her big goal is to be able to create 

an ICWA foster care agency that opens homes outside trib-

al jurisdiction. Tribal foster care has jurisdiction over tribal 

homes and the homes are for each tribe that they can open. 

“In New York City or even in Denver, Colo., there’s no 

tribes that are headquarter there that have jurisdiction to open 
homes,” Whiteshield said. 

Whiteshield said she hopes to grow and set forth a model 

for tribal foster care to open agencies across the nation where 

they can have support and education as well as a therapeutic 

side.

“Where we have not just therapeutic homes but therapy 

in all homes across the board to be able to establish that and 

ensure that all of our kids no matter what tribe they are have 

access and have the ability to say if they choose to, can learn 

where they came from and be raised like that ultimately,” 

Whiteshield said. 

The Walking Buffalo Women Project has established re-

lationships with the Oklahoma Department of Human Ser-

vices (OKDHS), Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Association 

(OICWA), and other tribes to bring services to Native chil-

dren and their families.

Whiteshield’s parents are Wannie Whiteshield and Law-

rence Sittingbear, her maternal grandmother is Ercel 

Whiteshield and the late David Whiteshield. Her maternal 

great grandparents are the late Richard Tallbull Sr., and 

Gertrude Lonebear Tallbull and the late David and Nellie 

Hamilton. Whiteshield’s paternal grandparents are the late 

Caroline Flood and Leon Sittingbear.

Donations for the Walking Buffalo Women Project can be 
sent to: Whiteshield Advocacy Group LLC, P.O. Box 2001, 
Weatherford, Okla. 73096.

WHITE BUFFALO WOMAN
continued from pg. 5

Cheyenne and Arapaho citizen Sara Whiteshield formed 
the Walking Buffalo Women Project in an effort to connect 
tribal youth in foster care with their traditions and cultures. 
Pictured is Whiteshield with her five children: Daviani, Ger-

tie-Sara, Nellie-Jean, LaQuita and William.

Election Commission elect new officers

During the May regular meeting of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Election Commission, 

new officers were elected for the new term. Pictured l-r: Ray Mosqueda, A1, Patricia Smoth-

ers, A3, Treasurer Ramona Welch, C3, Secretary Sandra Hinshaw, C1, Chairwoman Sarah 

Orange, C4, Vice-Chairman Dale Hamilton Jr., A2 and Norma Yarbrough, C2. 

The Election Com-

mission voted in new 

officers at their May 
public meeting.  The 

new officers are Chair-
woman Sarah Orange, 

Vice-Chairman Dale 

Hamilton Jr., Secre-

tary Sandra Hinshaw 

and Treasurer Ramona 

Welch.

VOTER REGIS-

TRATION
Voter Registration is 

OPEN. You may reg-

ister to vote or update 

your current registration 

by visiting the Election 

Commission office lo-

cated in the Education 

Building on the Concho 

Campus or online using 

the jotform.  The jotform 

can be found on the tribal website www.Cheyenne-

andArapaho-nsn.gov

All tribal citizens who have recently turned 18 

years of age are encouraged to register to vote.

For any questions or more information contact 
the Election Commission office toll free at 1-800-
247-4612 ext. 27619 or 405-422-7619.
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Happy Birthday Dee
We have had so many 
magical moments and 

may your birthday be full 
of many more magical 

memories.
Happy Birthday Sister,

Love Bob & Bill

Happy Birthday

Bob Lamebull

Your birthday has always 

been more special to me 

than to you. This is because it 

is the day I was granted the 

best gift on the planet. You 

are my best friend, brother.

Happy Birthday! Love your 

brother Bill

Cameron Chaske Longknife, Class of 2022, El Reno 
High School and Bryce Ian Longknife, Darlington 
Elementary School
Proud Gma – Love, Christine Morton

Congratulations to my 
grandsons on their
graduations!

Congratulations to the  Honor Club 

Awardee, Autumn Barber, for her 1st Se-

mester Grades. Autumn attends Merritt 

Elementary, Elk City Public Schools, in 

Elk City, Okla.
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Latoya Lonelodge, Staff Reporter

Aidan White: Calumet High 

Ending his senior year of baseball 23-5 for 
the season, Aidan White, 18, has exceeded 

his expectations for the season.

Standing 6’4, White plays right field for 
the Calumet Chieftains baseball team. 

Born in Kingfisher, Okla., and raised in 
Calumet, Okla., White was 12 years old when 
he first started playing baseball and it was cu-

riosity that got him interested in the sport.

“At the time I played basketball but I 

wanted something else to do so I decided to 

get into baseball,” White said. 

When White stopped playing basketball in 

the eighth grade, he got more serious about 

baseball and continued playing ever since. 

White said what he loves most about base-

ball is the friends he made while playing and 

for the thrill of competition. 

“Well, I realized that number one it made 

me a better leader not only in baseball but just 

in life in general and I also made a lot of new 

friends out of it,” White said. 

And with playing alongside his friends, it 

was his best friend, Caleb Melvin, who con-

tinued to inspire White to play baseball. 

“It kind of just came out of nowhere re-

ally, my best friend played baseball and I 

wanted to really play with him and it was also 

my coach that really got me 

involved,” White said. 

For White, motivation 

goes a long ways as he con-

siders it most important when 

it comes to playing a sport.

“Some people you know 

after one bad season will 

want to hang up the cleats and 

just quit,” White said. 
Considering the 23-5 sea-

son in his senior year a suc-

cess, White said the team 

were also Binger Tournament 

Champions and Class A Dis-

trict Champions in the state 

tournament run as they took a 

loss in regionals. 

Ending his senior year on 

the baseball field and having 
to hang up the cleats, White 

said his goals prior to the 

spring season were to do bet-

ter than they did in the fall 

and be district champs. 

“In the fall we didn’t really 

do that hot, so I was just look-

ing for any improvement, but 

I won’t lie I wasn’t expecting 

to have 23 wins and be this 
good so in my opinion we 

kind of exceeded expecta-

tions,” White said. 

Following graduation, White plans to at-

tend the University of Oklahoma. Through-

out his senior year of high school, White has 

maintained a 3.5 GPA. 
“You kind of just go with the flow, school 

comes first and right after I get done with it, 
it’s on to the baseball field,” White said. 

In playing baseball, White said it has 

taught him how to be a great leader and how 

to make new friends along the way. 

“This season I realized how good we 

were, the thing I hoped for the most was at 

least going to play in the state tournament 

which already started, and if we were really 

lucky I was hoping we could win the whole 

thing,” White said. 

Referring to his baseball coach, Tyler 

Tignor, White said just like his coach always 

said, whenever he would show up on the 

field, he would always put everything to the 
side no matter what it was.

“And get right to work, like if I had an is-

sue with a game that next practice, I would 

always focus on fixing that one issue but also 
trying to get better at everything else at the 

same time,” White said. 

In looking back on the season, White said 

he’s someone who could be relied on to be a 

team player.

“I’m always talking to everyone and get-

ting everybody involved, picking anyone up 

after they make an error but also on the field, 
I’m mostly that one guy who’s talking to ev-

eryone on the field making sure they’re doing 
their job and just having fun while doing it,” 

White said. 

White’s parents are Vanessa White and 

Gary White. His grandmother is Royetta 

White. He has one sister, Marissa White and 

one brother William Little Thunder. He would 

like to also mention his cousin Levi Pedro.

Aidan White (l) with his cousin Levi Pedro after the base-

ball game between Calumet and Riverside Indian School.
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