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REPATRIATION  / pg. 5

ENC / pg. 7

“Cheyenne people and Arap-
aho people always find their 
way home, either in life or in 
death … they always come 
home.”

On Dec. 20, 2022 the Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes held a burial remembrance cere-
mony to lay to rest the remains of two young 
females and one male repatriated under the 
Native American Graves Protection and Re-
patriation Act (NAGPRA) from the Universi-
ty of Denver located in Colorado.

“We are here today to memorialize these 
ladies. We don’t know if they tragically lost 
their lives or died from a disease, but the im-
portant thing is they are back, they are back 
with us. I see more than just remains, these 
were living, walking, talking people at one 
time living constructive lives,” Reggie Was-
sana, Governor of the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes said.

Between the 1920s and 1950s, human re-
mains of the two female individuals were re-

covered from 
Mitchell, Texas. The remains were deposited 
with the University of Denver Museum of 
Anthropology.

Beginning in late summer 2022, the 
Cheyenne NAGPRA representative, Chester 
Whiteman, the Arapaho NAGPRA represen-
tative, Fred Mosqueda, and Cheyenne Chief 
Gordon Yellowman began consultations with 
the University of Denver to have the remains 
repatriated back to the Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribes.

“They might have been murdered, vic-
tims, or died of unnatural causes. Regardless 
of how they died we are here today to show 
our respect and to give them a remembrance 
and a burial ceremony they were never giv-
en. In keeping with our traditions, we always 
do the best we can to put our people away 
respectfully, with dignity in sorrow. That’s 
why we are here today,” Yellowman said as 
he looked upon the wooden boxes placed in 
front of the podium, each carefully wrapped 
in a blanket.

Coming 
Home

Above: Cheyenne Chief Gordon Yellowman has a moment of silence before opening the 
remembrance ceremony. Below: LaRenda Morgan pays her respects at the final resting 
place of three unknown ancestors repatriated back to the tribes. (Photos / Rosemary Ste-
phens)

Fred Mosqueda, Arapaho representative for Native American Graves Protection & Re-
patriation Act, shares a few words before the burial ceremony at Concho Indian Cemetery.

Chester Whiteman (l), Cheyenne representative for Native American Graves Protection 
& Repatriation Act, carries one of the unknown ancestors to their final resting home.

Gathering on a cold crisp 
afternoon, the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes held a rib-
bon cutting ceremony for 
the Elderly Nutrition Center 
(ENC) in Clinton, Okla. 

Just six months prior, the 
ENC held a groundbreaking 
ceremony where many el-
ders anticipated the renova-
tions that were to come. 

Opening the ceremony 
with an invocation, Fred 
Mosqueda along with Am-
ick Birdshead led traditional 
drum songs. 

Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes Gov. Reggie Wassa-

By Latoya Lonelodge
Senior Reporter 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Celebrate
Reopening the Clinton Elderly Nutrition Center 

Holding the scissors front and center A3 Legislator Travis Ruiz and Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Gov. Reggie Was-
sana prepare to cut the ribbon along with the planning team and tribal citizens in front of the Elderly Nutrition Center.

Photo / Latoya Lonelodge

Rosemary Stephens, Editor-in-Chief
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SPECIAL SESSION  / pg. 7

As 2022 ends and a new year is here, we wish you and 
your family a great and successful new year!  

Throughout this first year of our second term, we achieved 
many accomplishments that will boost our Tribes’ economic 
growth for many generations. Some highlights include plac-
ing land into trust by Interstate 40 and Highway 281, being 
selected as a member of the Secretary of the Interior STAC 
Committee and purchasing more than 7,600 acres for future 
development.

We continue to support and take care of our elders, vet-
erans, and youth. The endeavors included cattle and bison 
donations for elders and ceremonies, providing sponsorship 
for our tribal powwows as well as hosting the second annu-
al MMIP Honor Parade and the Oklahoma City Community 
Christmas dinner – the first in person Christmas event since 
2019. Other highlights include an increased food stipend to 
$300 for elders 62 years old and older. An increase of our 
livestock to more than 400 head of cattle and 1,100 head of 
bison. Honoring our tribal Veterans and ancestors at the Na-
tional Native American Veterans Memorial in Washington, 
D.C., the Honoring of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Warriors at 
Fort Marion in St. Augustine, Florida, and the expansion of 
the Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site in southwest 
Colorado. 

Partnerships are important to the administration. Collabo-
rations with cities and organizations include working togeth-
er to open the Sand Creek Massacre exhibit at the History 
Colorado Center in Denver, hosting of Broomfield, Colorado 
for a sister-city partnership, renaming of the Chief Little Ra-

ven Elementary School in Littleton, Colorado, and the name 
change of Mount Evans to Mount Blue Sky west of Denver, 
Colorado. Locally, we provided donations to local school dis-
tricts, hosted an appreciation luncheon for the Blaine County 
first responders and donated two bull bison to the Comanche 
Nation. 

Our completed projects this year included the Elderly 
Nutrition Center, El Reno Indian Health Center opening, old 
Clinton I.H.S. Hospital transfer, Clinton I.H.S. Road, and Pe-
destrian Safety Trail, Clinton Daycare kitchen remodel, Con-
cho Native American Center, Left Hand Tall Bull Road Im-
provement Project and Department of Parks and Recreation 
Center. For our employees, we updated policies and increased 
employee benefits.

We are excited for future projects to be completed that in-
clude the Geary Emergency Response Center, Concho Youth 
Shelter, Oklahoma City building renovation, Canton Casino 
renovation and expansion and Geary Travel Center. Contin-
ued project planning includes the Cheyenne and Arapaho mu-
seum, and the Concho administration building a meat-pro-
cessing plant, Canton Lake marina, Justice Center expansion, 
land-into-trust applications, a Burial chapel center and Fort 
Reno land recovery. 

Our ultimate goal is to protect and advance the sovereign 
rights of our children and grandchildren. We hope and pray 
that our Tribes continue working as one for a better future. 
Your prayers and support will help us to achieve these goals 
together in the years to come.

Dear Tribal Citizens, 
2023 - New Year

Hohóú/Né-á›eše!
Reggie Wassana, Governor

Latoya Lonelodge, Senior Reporter 

(CONCHO, OK) On Dec. 14, a spe-
cial session of the Ninth Legislature 
was called by Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Gov. Reggie Wassana in Concho, Okla. 

The public hearing portion of the 
special session was called to order at 
10:02 a.m., with invocation given by 
C1 Bruce Whiteman. Present at roll call 
was speaker A3 Travis Ruiz, A1 Diane 
Willis, C1 Bruce Whiteman, C3 Darrell 
Flyingman and A4 Rector Candy. A2 
Kendricks Sleeper and C4 Byron Byrd 
were present via zoom call with C2 
George Woods joining the public hear-
ing after roll call. 

On the agenda, seven items were dis-
cussed and voted on. 

A resolution authorizing the office 
of grants and research to submit a grant 
on behalf of the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes to the Oklahoma Department of 
Transportation to create a non-vehicle 
path. 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Ex-
ecutive Director of Transportation, 
Angela Blind said their department has 
identified the need for a sidewalk on the 
walking trail along Black Kettle in Con-
cho, Okla.

“It has been a discussion with vari-
ous parties, we’ll be having a scoping 
meeting soon on the Black Kettle en-
trance to Concho and that did entail the 
sidewalk portion of that, I believe it is 
necessary to build a sidewalk on the 
southside of Black Kettle and then we 
have a sidewalk on the northside and it 
stops at the cattle yards, we want to ex-
tend that further down on the north side 
but we also want to include a sidewalk 
on the southside,” Blind said.

Blind said the sidewalk will not only 
be for pedestrian traffic but bicycle traf-
fic as well.  

“That’s our goal and intent with this 
project that I’m speaking of, it’s great 
if we can get the grant funds however 
if not, our program will be foregoing 
the full costs of constructing a sidewalk 
throughout Concho and extending it all 
the way to the entrance or to the facil-
ities up front and what we call Lucky 
Star Casino and the travel center,” Blind 
said. 

The grant is totaled at $800,000 with 

matching funds of $8,000. 
The resolution passed with a vote of 

eight yes. 
A bill to create the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Museum Foundation Act of 
2022. 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Gov. Reggie 
Wassana said the museum foundation 
act is part of the tribe’s plan to create a 
museum in the future. 

“We want to try to do a museum of 
course. We’ve been trying to do some 
planning, finding out how we can go 
about doing it and we do need a board 
and those type of things, so I believe the 
first thing we need to do is be a little 
more organized and pass this museum 
foundation act,” Wassana said. 

Wassana said he’s been reaching out 
to people with expertise in the museum 
field to help with future plans of the mu-
seum. 

“We’d like to put the museum in the 
administration building so we’ve been 
basically planning and trying to orga-
nize this, we haven’t made any commit-
ment to anything as of yet but we need 
the vehicle to get started in and to take 
us where we want to go, this is part of 
us creating a museum so that we are 
kind of official,” Wassana said.

Wassana said when we go some-
where we can at least tell others we 
have a museum in place. 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Ex-
ecutive Attorney Hershel Gorham said 
the act is the beginning of establishing a 
board of directors who will oversee the 
direction of the museum. 

“The main purpose is to create a ve-
hicle so that we can be on that path to-
ward creating our own tribal museum,” 
Gorham said. 

The board will consist of five mem-
bers who will be required to be Chey-
enne and Arapaho enrolled citizens. 

“We’re in the planning phases of that 
trying to look at what we need to do, 
where we want it, how big it needs to 
be, what we want to put in it, executive 
branch, legislative branch, what we 
need as far as conference centers, space 
for our programs and trying to bring ev-
erybody from out of town back in under 
one roof so to speak,” Wassana said. 

A2 Kendricks Sleeper said he be-
lieves there are more grants available 

to seek. 
“There are a lot more grants avail-

able instead of just like a stand-alone 
museum, or just a record management 
department, if you combine the admin-
istration building with the museum in-
corporated in them I think they’re mak-
ing new grants for that,” Sleeper said. 

The resolution failed to pass with a 
vote of three yes and five no. 

A bill to create the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Artist Recovery Act of 2022. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Wassana said a lot of artists have had 
problems and were affected by the pan-
demic. 

“I think this act would help them in a 
lot of different ways outside of just the 
pandemic, our artists, we have a lot of 
artists in Cheyenne and Arapaho coun-
try, a lot of people try to sell or make 
a living off art, so that’s what this act 
entails,” Wassana said. 

A3 speaker Travis Ruiz had asked if 
the approximate amount of $1.5 million 
of the net revenue for the resolution is 
anticipated to be spent. 

“I know there’s an area that’s for 
administrative services but do you feel 
that a million dollars will be spent on 
artists,” Ruiz said. 

Gorham responded with saying the 
amount isn’t just for the purchase of art-
work as it will be broken down. 

“It’s broken down, 50% would go 
towards the person’s art, 25% towards 
paying for going to each class and 
things like that, but it doesn’t have to 
be $1.5 you can lower it to whatever 
you want but the whole idea is to bring 
someone in that knows about art so that 
way when they begin to process the 
purchasing of art, that they know how 
much the value of that artwork is,” Gor-
ham said. 

A few of the legislators debated 
amongst themselves on lowering the 
amount. However, after not coming to 
an agreed upon amount, Ruiz suggested 
to leave the resolution amount as is and 
vote on the resolution as they see fit. 

The resolution failed to pass with a 
vote of two yes and six no. 

A resolution to nominate Amanda 
Proctor as a Supreme Court justice. 

From Bartlesville, Okla., and a 
member of the Osage Nation, Amanda 

New Supreme Court justice
nominated during Special Session of 
the Ninth Legislature of the
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes
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Rosemary Stephens, Editor-in-Chief

One woman has touched the lives of hundreds of children 
throughout her life. A life dedicated to loving and caring for 
not only children, but people of all ages from all types of 
backgrounds.

Eighty-one-year-old Sophie Cruzita Panana-Burgess has 
been a houseparent at the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ 
Youth Shelter for over 31 years. Prior to the youth shelter, she 
worked for the tribes’ Head Start program beginning in the 
late 1970s. She has cuddled, consoled, nutured, fed and cared 
for Cheyenne and Arapaho children for most of her adult life. 
Many of them, now grown, continue to stop in for a cup of 
Sophie’s famous coffee, for a hug or just a ‘hi grandma’ greet-
ing.

Born Feb. 25, 1941 in Jemez Pueblo, New Mexico, Sophie 
demonstrated a compassion for others far beyond her years. 
Losing her mother Cruzita, when she was just a small child, 
Sophie was raised by her grandparents Lousia and Cristino 
Panana.

“My mom died when was was 20 years old from a disease, 
there was no doctor and no cures, so most of my grandma’s 
kids passed away of different diseases they had,” Sophie said.

Her childhood was spent following her grandma wherever 
she went and working with her grandpa in the vast acres they 
owned growing watermelons, grapes, corn, chilis and other 
fruits and vegetables.

“We would trade some of what we grew at the stores for 
meat and other things we needed. Early in the mornings we 
would go water the fields and the next day we would go pick 
corn and other vegetables for our meals. My grandma had a 
big family and we would feed all of them,” she said.

Sophie attended the Jemez day school up until around the 
age of 8 when she started attending the local catholic school. 
She said it wasn’t a very good experience at the catholic 

school if you were not catholic.
“If you were catholic those sisters would be nice to you but 

they used to get after me because I went to the Baptist church 
with my grandma. They would ask me all the time when I was 
going to become catholic and I used to tell them I follow my 
grandma … they didn’t like that much,” she said.

Sophie’s grandma would always attend church up until 
one year when the governor ended up blocking the road and 
her grandma couldn’t get out to go the Baptist church.

“They were awful that year, but my grandma would allow 
people to come to our house to preach, and my grandma used 
to go to court all the time about it but she always just kept do-
ing what she was doing, letting people come to our house to 
preach. They eventually closed the local Presbyterian church 
and locked the gates, so people couldn’t go there either,” So-
phie reminisced.

Following the catholic school Sophie attended high school 
at Jemez Springs High School, where her teacher was Al Mo-
maday, Kiowa. She graduated May 28, 1963.

“Mr. Momaday would ask me and my sister to clean his 
house and he would pay us a little bit, and after graduating he 
asked me if I wanted to do it three or four times a week. Him 
and his wife were really nice,” Sophie said.

After a while, at the age of 19, Sophie said Momaday 
asked her if she wanted to become a teacher’s aide and work 
with the little kids. She knew she could learn to be a teacher’s 
aide and continue to work cleaning Momaday’s house.

“We were raised up to work. My grandma said you cannot 
be lazy, and you have to learn to work to be on your own 
when you grow up … keep a clean house, keep clean clothes 
and she made sure we learned the value of hard work,” So-
phie said.

With her family as her top priority Sophie had a full life, 
working with little children, taking care of her siblings and 
family, and cleaning house. Being married wasn’t in her “next 
steps,” but life brings changes you don’t see coming some-

times. 
As fate would have it, she 

met her future husband on the 
streets of Jemez while he was 
visiting his uncle. Original-
ly from Oklahoma, Jonathan 
Burgess would often visit his 
family who just happened to 
live in Jemez Pueblo right 
near Sophie.

“He went out to live in 
California and he wrote me 
and asked me if I wanted to 
come to California and visit 
him. I told him I would think 
about it,” she said laughing. 
“And after a while he sent 
me an airplane ticket. When 
I got there I started thinking 
I wanted to go home and I 
don’t want to stay here, he 
had a lot of sisters and broth-
ers. He asked me to marry 
him and I told him I would 
but I still needed to go home 

after we get married.”
On April 11, 1970 Sophie married Johnathan “Johny” Bur-

gess in Los Angeles, Calif. 
“We were married by Johny’s uncle James Swallow, my 

family came out and we had our wedding. After that my sister 
and my grandparents were getting ready to go home and I 
told my husband I needed to go pack to go back with them 
and I’ll come to visit every weekend,” Sophie remembered 
laughing at the memory. “My grandpa said, ‘you are not go-
ing nowhere, you are here to stay, you’re married now.’ And 
my sister told me I had to stay. So there I was married in 
California.”

Sophie immediately went to work at the local nursing 
home where her mother-in-law worked, caring for the elder-
ly, but by 1971 her and her husband had decided to leave 
Compton (and her mother-in-law’s house) and move back to 
New Mexico. By July 1971 Johnny and Sophie’s daughter 
was born.

“She was born 7-7-71, my lucky girl, and I also had a son 
that was born Aug. 10, 1965 … my son is a sculptor and goes 
to the Santa Fe Indian Market every year. Anyway after a cou-
ple of years my husband applied for a home through his tribe 

Over 47 Years of Love - One Child at a Time 

Sophie Burgess sits in front of the Christmas tree inside 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Youth Shelter, a place 
she calls her second home. (Photo / Rosemary Stephens)

Sophie Burgess as a baby with her mother Cruzita Panana. This is the only photograph 
Sophie has with her mother, who passed away at the age of 20.

Latoya Lonelodge, Senior Reporter 

(EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND) Growing 
up intercontinental and having traveled most 
of her life between England and the United 
States, you could say tribal youth Zoeena 
Nowlin, 24, known by many as Imber, is 
pretty well rounded. 

With a bubbly and cheerful tone, Nowlin 
looks forward to her next step after graduat-
ing college with a positive and comedic at-
titude.

Born in Weatherford, Okla., and having 
spent most of her life growing up in England, 
Nowlin recently graduated from the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh, Scotland in the United 
Kingdom. 

On Nov. 23, Nowlin graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science in Geology with honors. 

“What the honors are I’m not really sure 
I think it’s just the dissertation they make us 
write in the final year that gives us honor,” 
Nowling said jokingly. 

Beginning her educational journey at Ed-
inburgh in 2017, Nowlin had received her 
associates degree from Southwestern Okla-
homa State University in the previous year. 

When applying to various universities and 
figuring out what to study, Nowlin’s best in-
terest had worked out in her favor in the end. 
Although that wasn’t originally Nowlin’s 
plan. 

“I actually originally applied for geophys-
ics in Edinburgh because they made it sound 
a bit more like a planetarium solar system 
base and I was very into space at that time, I 
applied and they sent me a very lovely email 
back saying that they couldn’t accept me for 
geophysics because at SWOSU I hadn’t done 
any physics and they were like you can’t 
do geophysics if you hadn’t done physics,” 
Nowlin said. 

Looking over a list of other degrees to 
pursue, Nowlin made a decision to choose 
geology. 

“It’s very tied to natural world and at the 

time I thought I might still be able to just 
transfer into geophysics after a year or two, 
I then took an introduction to geophysics 
course and was quite glad they didn’t let me 
go,” Nowlin said. 

And since learning more about geology, 
Nowlin said she ended up enjoying it. 

“It’s learning how did this planet evolve 
over the last four billion years or however 
long, it touches on everything that’s been 
walking on the surface as well, it’s a real-
ly fascinating but it’s also huge, mind bog-
gling,” Nowlin said. 

In the beginning, Nowlin said she didn’t 
plan that much ahead on thinking where she 
wanted to go with her degree. 

“It was mainly wanting to get this degree 
and then I’ll have qualifications for a job and 
that’s good, at the time I was also like maybe 
I’ll just do a masters right away, but over the 
last two years that’s shifted more, I’m defi-
nitely going to take at least a year before I 
even think about whether I want to do a mas-
ters,” Nowlin said. 

Nowlin said she always wanted to have 
experience working with her degree, so she 
hopes to have a career that is geology related 
in the industry. 

“Just practice a bit rather than going and 
doing archeology again or something, which 
isn’t as relevant so now I’m job hunting,” 
Nowlin said. 

Hoping to see herself working in an en-
vironmental agency, Nowlin said there’s so 
much to go into work wise with her degree. 
However, she wants to avoid big employers 
such as energy companies for oil and gas. 

“I’m not fully sure yet what I want to do, 
just hopefully something to help with the en-
vironment and nature,” Nowlin said. 

And that’s where Nowlin said her heart 
lies, is with nature. 

“I’ve been living this for five years study-
ing in continuous education I’m kind of ready 
to just be dropped off on a mountain side,” 
Nowlin said laughing. 

Comparing the British University System 
and the education system in the U.S., Nowlin 
said its pretty different. 

While studying in Edinburgh, Nowlin said 
you get one to two hour lectures in one sitting 
once per week, with three-hour labs along 
with an abundance of reading that students 
are meant to read within a week. 

“Once a semester you have to write a 
2,000 word essay and then a two hour exam 
and that’s it. The first half feels a lot calm-
er because you don’t have as many contact 
hours, you have the occasional course work 
piece and halfway through the semester you 
have like five essays due and a bunch of 
course work and then exams hit you and the 
exams are worth 50 % for the final,” Nowlin 

said. 
Most of Nowlin’s learning came from 

fieldtrips, where she would actively go out 
into the mountains and do geological map-
ping over the area. 

“It’s on the fieldtrips, that’s when you get 
a lot of your learning in at the University of 
Edinburgh in geology because you’re spend-
ing two weeks, you’re living with your pro-
fessors and the demonstrators, they just teach 
you everything to do with field work and 
like try to make you understand all the the-
ory you’ve learned over the past semester … 
that’s the best part, when everything has time 
and energy and you learn a lot,” Nowlin said. 

When the Covid-19 pandemic hit in 2020, 

What’s Next: Tribal Youth Graduates 
from University of Edinburgh 

GRADUATE / pg. 7

Rupert Nowlin poses for a photo with his daughter Zoeena Imber Nowlin, who just 
graduated from the University of Edinburgh, Scotland in the United Kingdom. (Submitted 
photo)
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All photos by Adriel Clements/AC Media

It was determined one of 
the females was in her late 
teens, with the other female 
in her early 20s and the male 
somewhere in his mid-30s 
… approximately 35 years 
old.

“They were fairly young 
people, and nobody knows 
the circumstances surround-
ing the deaths of our ances-
tors here, our relatives but 
we do know the Creator 
welcomed them in their time 
of death, and I believe their 
spirits have been with the 
Creator since that time. This event is a finalization of their journey. I believe these two 
young ladies and young man had a great homecoming with our ancestors on the other 
side. Since we don’t know who these people are, they may be any one of our ancestors, 
one of our distant relations and be a part of our family,” LaRenda Morgan, president of 
the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Peoples Cheyenne and Arapaho Chapter said as 
the invited guest speaker.

Yellowman extended the tribes’ gratitude to several individuals who were instrumen-
tal in bringing home these three ancestors.

“I want to thank Fred (Mosqueda) and Chester (Whiteman) for the consultation, as 
well as Anne (Amati) whose here with us from the University of Denver as a partner. 
It was a successful consultation and we finally got them here to be buried in our tribal 
cemetery.

I want to thank the Burial Program for donating the blankets, the Mennonites for 
constructing the boxes, the University of Denver for their strong partnership and consul-
tation, and thank you to Huber Benson Funeral Home for donating the use of the hearse 
for the proper escort to the tribal cemetery, and for our singers here,” Yellowman said.

Elder Victor Orange 
opened the ceremony with 
prayer and traditional burial 
songs were sung at the clos-
ing of the ceremony.

Each of the boxes con-
taining the remains of the 
three individuals were gen-
tly picked up and carefully 
placed in the back of Huber 
Benson’s hearse to be trans-
ported to the Concho Indian 
Cemetery to be laid to rest 
in their final resting place.

“It is up to us to honor 
them and to memorialize 
them because they were left 
somewhere. We don’t know, 
maybe there were taken 
and whoever took them left 
them there doing dishonor-
able things and taking their 
lives. Whatever it was that 
happened in those years I’m 
glad they are here and they 
are back with us so we can 
give them a proper burial 
and they will be at home 
again on the lands of the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho peo-
ple,” Gov. Wassana said.

Max Bear gently removes one of the unknown remains from Huber Benson’s hearse at 
the Concho Indian Cemetery. (Photos / Rosemary Stephens)

REPATRIATION
continued from pg. 1

Fred Mosqueda prepares for the burial ceremony at the 
Concho Indian Cemetery. 

Gordon Yellowman and Anne Amati, anthropologist from the University of Denver Mu-
seum of Anthropology, wallk up the hill to attend the burial ceremony for three unidenti-
fied tribal citizens who had been repatriated back to the tribes under the Native American 
Graves Protection & Repatriation Act.

Edgar Heap of Birds loves 
basketball. The artist holds sea-
son tickets for his team, the Okla-
homa City Thunder, and attends 
every game with family, wearing 
custom jerseys with his Cheyenne 
name, Hock E Aye Vi. 

So it was a natural fit when 
Project Backboard, a nonprofit 
that invites artists to make over 
existing community courts, pro-
posed that he redesign two in 
Long Island City, New York. The 
new courts were unveiled in Oc-
tober 2022, their grounds paint-
ed with jagged-edged patches of 
invigorating blues and greens, 
complete with new backboards 
sporting phrases like “New York 
Today Your Host is Shinneock,” 
and “New York Today Your Host 
is Mohawk.”

Visually striking and deliv-
ering incisive messaging upon 
closer look, the artwork, entitled 
Neufs for Hawaii (2022), offers 
an immersive primer into Heap 
of Birds’s decades-long practice. 
It touches on his attunement to 
the potency of color, embrace 
of pithy texts to underscore ugly 
truths about Native history and 
life, and affinities for working 
with other artists and in public 
settings. 

The courts build on two ongo-
ing series the artist started in the 
1980s: “Neuf,” abstract paintings 
that encapsulate the energy of 
natural landscapes from his Chey-
enne and Arapaho homelands, as 
well as Hawaii, where he often 
prints; and “Native Hosts,” steel 
panels he has installed, often in 
public places around the United 
States, that name, in emphatic 
declarations, local tribes as pe-
rennial hosts.

As much as Neufs for Hawaii 
expresses Heap of Birds’s love of 
the color blue, representing, as 
he put it, “an optimistic sky, or 
water,” it also asserts Indigenous 
sovereignty over a site deemed 
public property

“We did a kind of reclamation 
of land,” he added.

More broadly, the project 
exemplifies how Heap of Birds 
has preferred to build his career 
over the past 40-plus years: in-
dependent of institutions while 
remaining in their orbits. Take, 
for example, the opening celebra-
tions for the new courts, which 
were hosted by MoMA PS1, 
where Heap of Birds is a trustee. 
From the margins, he stays loud, 
working across disciplines to 
challenge stereotypes of Native 
people while centering narratives 
that non-Natives have been quick 
to erase or varnish over.

Born in 1954 in Wichita, 
Kansas, Heap of Birds received 
his BFA from the University of 
Kansas and studied art at the 
Royal College of London, before 
moving to Philadelphia to earn 
an MFA from Temple University. 
Since 1981, he has lived far from 
art hotspots, on reservation lands 
in Oklahoma. He has also chosen 
to represent himself rather than be 
tied to a single gallery. 

“You get put into this ma-
chine, and it runs, and it doesn’t 
really represent you as a person,” 
he said. “I don’t believe in pro-
motion. I believe in making the 
work and being true to the work.” 
Today, he exhibits with artist-run 
spaces and young galleries such 
as Hannah Traore, as well as K 
Art, a Native American–owned 
space in Buffalo, New York.

Deprioritizing the art market 
has granted him significant auton-
omy, but not without drawbacks. 
“I never really sold much until 
more recently. It took a long time 
for somewhat of an acceptance, 
but it was a battle to be myself,” 
he said. “It’s always a battle. I 
can arrive in the art world with 
a political agenda, but then the 

paintings aren’t accepted because 
they’re not in the idiom of protest 
art.”

The medium Heap of Birds 
has received the most attention 
for is printmaking, specifically his 
ghost prints, which consist of pri-
mary prints paired with second-
ary prints pulled from the same 
plate. Presenting short phrases 
in all caps—such as “EMPIRE 
INFLICTS FORCED REMOV-
AL VIOLENCE WAR,” “JUST 
THEIR NAMES MASCOTS 
CITIES PRODUCTS BUILD-
INGS,” and “DO NOT DANCE 
FOR PAY”—they confront the vi-
olent histories of settler colonial-
ism and ongoing injustices that 
Native people face on their own 
land. The ghost prints, with their 
faintness, become metaphors for 
the status of Native communities: 
present, yet diminished by white 
supremacist systems.

In recent years, Heap of Birds’ 
prints have taken center stage in 
buzzy solo exhibitions, including 
the major 2019 exhibition “Sur-
viving Active Shooter Custer” at 
MoMA PS1 that pinpointed the 
role of the U.S. military in the 
genocide of Indigenous peoples. 
This year, in addition to having 
a die-cut and painted work fea-
tured in MoMA’s exhibition on 
the 1970s–80s gallery Just Above 
Midtown, he has a current solo 
exhibition at New York’s Han-
nah Traore entitled “Old Indian 
Tricks.” The phrase is a slippery 
catch-all: “Slang from Native 
people, but white people think 
they understand Natives and 
they’re mystical or whatever,” 
said Heap of Birds.

The Hannah Traore exhibi-
tion, on view through Jan. 14, 
2023, features 24 pairs of prima-
ry and ghost prints hung across 
a corner of the gallery. Printed 
with inks of varying viscosities 
and shades of red, they read like 
cautionary messages or plain 
truths: “DON’T FOLLOW T.V. 
MUST HONOR SUN,” “BUILT 
THREE FORTS INDIAN NEV-
ER SAFE,” “BULLETS ARE 
RAPID FLESH IS SOFT.” Up 
close, they show drips and splat-
ters; the words are streaky, as if 
freshly written. “I wanted to im-
merse the viewer in the experi-
ence of the prints,” Heap of Birds 
said. “I like how the prints look 
like they’re wet. And you can still 
smell the ink.”

The prints at Hannah Traore 
were primarily made in Santa 
Fe, New Mexico, where Heap of 
Birds has been printing for two 

decades since learning the pro-
cess of viscosity printing from 
Michael McCabe, a master Na-
vajo printmaker. Heap of Birds 
also prints in Hawaii, where the 
humidity causes inks to react 
differently on paper, creating un-
predictable but welcome splash 
marks. While on the Big Island, 
he likes to paint, taking in the 
greens of the tropics, and the 
blues of water and sky.

His longest-running body of 
work may be “Native Hosts,” a 
series whose necessity can be 
measured by the aggressive and 
racist responses it has garnered. 
When it was first commissioned 
in 1988 by the Public Art Fund in 
New York, then-mayor Ed Koch 
called for the removal of the art-
ist’s six steel signs acknowledg-
ing six local tribes.

In 2007, several signs in-
stalled at the Native American 
House at the University of Illinois 
in Urbana, naming tribes includ-
ing the Potawatomi and Meskwa-
ki, were vandalized; two were lat-
er stolen by a university graduate 
student. The offenses continue: 
In 2021, additional panels out-
side the Spencer Museum of Art 
at the University of Kansas were 
vandalized and then stolen by two 
students.

“There’s reticence from the 
audience to actually encounter 
Native presence or art,” Heap 
of Birds said. “Non-Native kids, 
white kids think it’s their school. 
When they see this Native thing, 
that is an affront. It’s reality, but 
then they want to defy it. So, my 
work has been torn up, all over 
the place.”

Such responses have driven 
him to carve out spaces within the 
institutional art world where oth-
er Native artists know they can be 
outspoken. This year, he funded 
the creation of a new gallery for 
Native art, named after his fami-
ly, at the University of Kansas. He 
plans to do the same at his other 
alma mater, Temple University’s 
Tyler School of Art and Archi-
tecture, in addition to starting a 
residency there for Native artists.

When asked about the role 
rage plays in his art, given the 
resistance he’s faced over his ca-
reer, Heap of Birds responded, “I 
just continue. Along with a rage, 
you have to have the painting, 
the beauty, time in the tropics 
and with your family … I reck-
on I keep painting. The paintings 
came out of the land where I live, 
and that’s the actual sovereignty 
for me, the land.”

By Claire Voon

How Hock E Aye Vi Edgar Heap 
of Birds found his voice outside 
of the art establishment
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Esther Jane Murray

John Keith Hart Ronda Lynn RedShin
John Keith Hart was born 

Sept. 20, 1988 in Shiprock, 
N.M., the son of Nancy Ann 
(Whiteman) and Phillip Dan-
iel Hart. He passed away on 
Dec. 11, 2022 at his Towaoc 
residence at the age 34.

Surviving John is his fa-
ther Phillip Hart of Ham-
mon, Okla., his mother Nan-
cy Hart of Towaoc, Colo., his 
partner Tiffany Redbird of 
Towaoc, Colo., his step-chil-
dren, Navany, Nyverius and 
Nyus Begaye all of Towaoc, 
Colo., his brother Michael 
Hart (Kelly) of Phoenix, 
Ariz. and his grandmothers, 
Emily Whiteman of Towaoc, 
Colo. and Nancy Prairiechief 
of Ignacio, Colo.

John was preceded in 
death by his grandparents, 
Alvin and Emma Hart, Dar-

win Whiteman Sr. and Lew-
is Spencer. The pallbearers 
for John’s funeral were Bo 
Munoz, Terry Hayes, Joseph 
Yellowman, Michael Hart, 
Timothy Parker Jr., William 
Johnson, Damien Whiteman 
and Dendell Whiteman. The 
honorary pallbearers were 
Towaoc EMS, Ute Mountain 
Casino Security, Nyverius 
and Nyus Begaye, William 
Prairiechief, Jayden Yellow-
man, Cody Redbird, Chris-
tian Johnson, Dennis Jr., 
Dennis Sr., Chester, Jaron, 
Jerrich, Dewayne, and Way-
lon Whiteman, Micah, Na-
than, Henry, Eugene, Paul, 
and Dominik Hart, Edward 
Krapcha, Michael Gree-
ley, Gregg Littleelk, Cody 
Bearshield, Jaron and Henry 
Jacket, Tyryn Parker, Cain-

aae Johnson, Standingwater, 
Hart, Myles and Whiteman 
families.

Funeral services were 
held Dec. 16 at the Ertel Me-
morial Chapel followed by 
an interment at the Towaoc 
Cemetery under the direction 
of Ertel Funeral Home.

Esther Jane Murray was 
born in Clinton, Okla. on 
April 4, 1953 to Kay Mur-
ray and Henryetta Wilson. 
She passed away Dec. 12, 
2022,in Oklahoma City.

Esther was raised all over, 
she was in the welfare sys-
tem. She worked all over as a 
welder and enjoyed going to 
the casino.

Esther was preceded in 
death by both her parents, 
seven brothers and three sis-
ters.

She is survived by her un-

cle Gus Wilson of Clinton, 
brother Tulane Murray of 
Clinton, close cousin Imo-
gene Herndon and husband 
Damon of Clinton, and a host 
of other friends and family.

Wake services were held 
Dec. 18 at the Kiesau Lee 
Funeral Chapel in Clinton, 
Okla. Funeral services were 
held Dec. 19 at the Clinton 
Emergency Response Cen-
ter, officiated with Rev. Del-
fred (Bunny) Whitecrow Jr., 
followed by an interment at 
the Clinton Indian Cemetery 

under the direction of Kiesau 
Lee Funeral home.

Elizabeth Marie Natseway
Elizabeth Marie Natse-

way, was born Nov. 9, 1956 
to Raymond Sr., and Flora 
(Yellow Eagle) Natseway in 
Clinton, Okla. and passed 
away Dec.15, 2022, in the 
Weatherford Regional Hos-
pital in Weatherford, Okla.

“Queenie” was raised in 
the Weatherford and Cush-
ing, Okla. areas where she 
also attended school. She 
was a member of the Native 
American Church. She was 
traditional and attended pow-
wows. She enjoyed going to 
the casino, playing BINGO, 
and loved to cook.

She was preceded in 
death by both of her parents, 
daughter Chapita Natseway 

and brother Raymond Natse-
way Jr.

She is survived by her 
spouse Alfredo Cardenas, 
of the home, two daugh-
ters, Summer Natseway and 
Monica Cardenas, both of 
Clinton, sister Florence Meat 
of Clinton, Okla., brother 
Thomas Ruben of Oklaho-
ma City and her care giver 
Justine Cantu. She is also 
survived by three grandchil-
dren, Evelyn Prairie Chief, 
Grayson Prairie Chief and 
Marisol Nadine Orange.

Wake services were held 
Dec. 18 at the Kiesau Lee 
Funeral Chapel in Clinton, 
Okla. Funeral services were 
held Dec.19 at the Clinton 

Emergency Response Center 
in Clinton, Okla., officiated 
by Gerald Panana, followed 
by an interment at the Clin-
ton Indian Cemetery under 
the direction of Kiesau Lee 
Funeral Home.

Ronda Lynn RedShin was 
born Feb. 23, 1959, to Ron-
ald RedShin and Bernice 
(Naranjo) in Clinton, Okla. 
She passed away Dec. 16, 
2022, in the Clinton Therapy 
and Living Center in Clin-
ton.

Ronda was raised in 
Thomas and graduated 
from Thomas High school 
in 1977. She continued her 
education at Brigham Young 
University in Provo, Utah. 
She returned to Clinton in 
1978. She worked with Kell-
wood, convenient stores, did 
secretarial work and for the 
past several years she was 
employed by Indian Health 
Services.

She enjoyed going to 
the casino, playing Bingo, 
traveling and collecting red 
birds.

Ronda was preceded in 

death by her mother and fa-
ther, first husband, nephew 
Kevin Naranjo and niece 
Emerald Fulsom and broth-
er-in-law Vearl Fulsom and 
sister Ramona Bull.

She is survived by daugh-
ters, Kim RedShin, Sylvia 
RedShin and Eunice Burns, 
sons, Sonny RedShin, James 
Burns Jr., William Murray 
Sr., Brian Murray and Phil-
ip Murray, stepdad “Pops” 
Ervin Bull, sisters, Vela Ful-
som, Kathleen McPherson, 
Samarrah Gallagos, Kim 
Lonebear, Carolyn Byrd 
Muldrow, Dia Sharboro, and 
Wannie Whiteshield, broth-
ers Ronald G. RedShin, Joe 
Moss, James Moss, John 
Moss, Jarrod Moss and Don-
ald Bull.

She is also survived by 
19 grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren.

Wake services were held 
Dec. 21 at the Clinton Emer-
gency Response Center in 
Clinton, Okla. Funeral ser-
vices were held Dec. 22, at 
the same venue, officiated 
by Rev. Gerald Panana, fol-
lowed by an interment at the 
Clinton City Cemetery un-
der the direction of Kiesau 
Lee Funeral Home.

Everett Earl Thompson
Everett Earl Thompson 

was born June 11, 1950 in 
El Reno, Okla., the son of 
Everett Sr. and Ruth Louise 
Sneiff Thompson. He passed 
away peacefully on Dec. 10, 
2022 at his residence. Everett 
married Judy Sharon Punneo 
in Enid. Everett served his 
country in the U.S. Army 
during the Vietnam War as 
a member of the 101st Air-
borne. He was Honorably 
Discharged on May 18, 1978 
with rank of E-5 and a re-
cipient of the Purple Heart. 
He worked as a heat and air 
manager. Everett was a mem-

ber of the Vietnam Veterans 
Association and American 
Legion and a proud citizen of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes.

Survivors include his wife 
Judy of the residence, his 
daughter Kelly Peterson, son 
Bryan Thompson and grand-
children Brynn and Blake 
Peterson.

Funeral services were 
held Dec. 15 at the Stitts-
worth Memory Chapel in 
Enid, Okla., officiated by 
Pastor Steve Williams. In-
terment followed at the Me-
morial Park Cemetery with 

military graveside rites con-
ducted by the U.S. Army and 
under the direction of Stitts-
worth Funeral Service.Everett Earl Thompson

Edward Todd Wolfmule 
began his earthly walk on 
Oct. 14, 1968 in Oceanside, 
Calif., when his parents, Ri-
ley and Mabel (Todd) Wolf-
mule welcomed him to this 
world. He went to his heav-
enly home on Dec. 9, 2022, 
at the age of 54 years, 1 
month, and 26 days.

In 1980 Edward and his 
family moved to the Taloga, 
Okla. area and he attended 
Taloga grade school and high 
school graduating with the 
class of 1988.

Edward worked in the 
construction industry. He 
enjoyed being outdoors with 
nature.

Edward was united in 
marriage to Deana White-
horse. They welcomed two 
children to their family, Ki-
ley Mabel and Aaron Todd.

Edward was preceded 
in death by his father Riley 
Wolfmule, his mother Mabel 
Wolfmule and sister Ursula 
Braudrick Wolfmule.

Those that are left to 
cherish his memory are his 
spouse Deana of El Reno, 
his daughter Kiley Wolfmule 
of El Reno, son Aaron Wolf-
mule of El Reno, three sis-
ters, Reva Tunney of Chan-
dler, Ariz., Angela Wolfmule 
of Oakwood, Okla., and 
Nancy Wolfmule of Wood-
ward, Okla., and three broth-
ers,  Michael Wolfmule of Ft. 
Worth, Texas, Timothy Wolf-
mule of Seiling, Okla., and 
Robert Wolfmule of Canton, 
Okla. There are also nieces, 
nephews, other family mem-
bers and many friends who 
will miss his presence on this 
earth.

Wake Services were held 
on Dec.14, 2022 at the Seil-
ing Emergency Response 
Center in Seiling, Okla. Fu-
neral services were held Dec. 
15, at the same venue, fol-
lowed by an interment  at the  
Oakwood Memorial Cem-
etery.  Arrangements under 
the direction of Redinger Fu-
neral Home.

While almost every child is 
comfortable in a conversation, 
they might feel like they don’t 
have the right words to talk to 
God.  It is so important that we 
encourage kids to pray.  For 
Darrel James, a Whirlwind 
Oakerhater Episcopal Church 
member in Watonga, Okla., 
he hopes a Pillowcase Prayer 
will give them tools and lan-
guage for prayer to help ease 
the awkwardness.

“I want our congregation, 
and particularly the kids, to 
understand the importance 
of prayer,” James said. “This 
project will help them share 
what they have learned with 
family and friends, where they 
can help create a prayerful 

tribal community.”
The pillowcases were dis-

tributed on Dec. 18 during 
its Christmas program.  It 
has a prayer and song print-
ed in both English and Chey-
enne language, including the 
church logo. The church is 
mostly comprised of Chey-
enne and Arapaho tribal citi-
zens.

The project goal is a year-
ly effort that aims to increase 
children and youth awareness 
of the importance of personal 
prayer.

“The Whirlwind Mission 
is a praying church,” James 
said, who assists Deacon Rev. 
Pat Gonzales in morning wor-
ship. “Our pastor always en-
courages the church to pray. 
If we as believers want to see 
the move of God that the early 
church saw, we must pray just 
as they did.”

The pillowcase contains 
four lines of prayer and song:  
God our Father, we thank you 
for the many blessings, Amen!

It is followed in Cheyenne 
tribal language:  he’o ma’heo’ 
ne’a’ seh’ mene’ tse nae setse 
mene he’h ‘na hae neh .

James also believes kids 
may not understand that 

prayer is simply a conversa-
tion with God – just like their 
daily conversation with par-
ents.

Building prayerful skills 
in home, whether at the din-
ner table or bedside is anoth-
er goal of the project. Church 
members also received a 
fridge magnet that could be 
a reminder every time they 
went for a snack break and 
several bookmarks to remind 
them of God’s love even when 

they’re stuck in a book.
1 John 5:14 says, “This is 

the confidence we have in ap-
proaching God:  that if we ask 
anything according to his will, 
he hears us.”

“I want the kids to start 
praying or deepen their prayer 
life. To pray with their fam-
ilies. Show me a praying 
Christian and church, and I 
will show you a victorious 
Christian and church,” he 
said.

Prayer Pillowcase Project Encourages
Conversations with God

Patty James and her family show the prayer pillow-
case they received at Whirlwind Mission on Dec. 18, 2022.  
(Photo / Darrel James)

Submitted by Darrel James

Darrell James
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Proctor came before the Ninth Legislature to 
introduce herself and address any questions 
from the public. 

“It’s a great honor to be here today and 
to be considered for this position … what I 
bring to the table are four things, one I have 
an extensive background in tribal administra-
tion, grant management, those types of things 
and I took my first job when I was 19 years 
old with the Otoe Missouri Tribe as a hous-
ing clerk, then I became a housing director,” 
Proctor said. 

Proctor was a housing director for several 
tribes before she went to law school. Proctor 
said she went to college at Harvard, Notre 
Dame for law school and at the University 
of Tulsa where she graduated with a law cer-
tificate. 

“My career began in tribal public housing, 
I also have an extensive career as a tribal at-
torney, I’ve probably represented at least half 
the tribes in this state at one point or anoth-
er,” Proctor said.

Proctor said the first tribe to hire her as an 
attorney was the first tribe to hire her ever, 
which was the Otoe Missouri Tribe. 

“I’ve worked for the Ponca Tribe, the Del-
aware Tribe, the Absentee Shawnee Tribe, 
the Sac and Fox, the Osage Nation, many 
tribes and tribal entities,” Proctor said. 

Proctor comes from an extensive criminal 
defense practice, which have involved mur-
der cases, rape cases, DUI and robbery cases. 

“The fourth part of my background that I 
believe is important is cultural, I grew up in 
Wichita, Kansas in the big intertribal Indian 
community, we had an Indian center there in 
Wichita, my family was very active in the 
community. I started dancing when I was 9 
years old and I have never left the cultural 
community,” Proctor said. 

Proctor said she has met Cheyenne and 
Arapaho people along the way and have 
made many friends in the community. 

“Everything that I do is from my heart 
and in the best interest of the Indian people 
because when I was 19 years old and I was 
a Harvard student I could’ve worked any-
where, but I wanted to work with my people 
when I took that job in the trenches and the 
housing authority and that’s where my heart 
lies,” Proctor said. 

The resolution passed with a vote of five 
yes, one no and two abstaining. 

A resolution to renew the Tribes and 
Lucky Star Casino’s insurance policies. 

“This is just a renewal, it expires Dec. 31 
so in order for us to have insurance come Jan-
uary we need to pass this in order for us to 
have coverage for next year,” Wassana said. 

According to the resolution, the renewal 
is for the 2022 insurance policies including 
the commercial property, commercial general 
liability and workers’ compensation policies 
that will be effective Jan. 1, 2023 through 
Dec.31, 2023 to insure coverage for all tribal 
and casino property. 

The resolution passed with a vote of eight 
yes. 

A resolution to appropriate funds for con-
stitution booklets. 

“This was submitted by the governor’s of-
fice for the purchase of new constitution with 
updated language and I believe there’s ques-
tion about the section where the amendment 
was made with blood quantum,” Ruiz said. 

Ruiz then asked if the amendment would 
be added to the back of the booklet or if the 
language would be updated in the actual sec-
tion for membership in the constitution. 

Colby Addison, legislative attorney, af-
firmed the amended language is included in 
the constitution. 

“It’s within the constitution so they just 
didn’t throw it in the end it’s actually in the 
language,” Addison said. 

Gorham added the language is in the actu-
al body of the constitution. 

“It just made sense to everyone it be 
placed in the body of the constitution and at 
the top of the first page it says as amended 
on Oct. 5, 2021 and we’re also seeking cer-
tification letter from the election commission 
that we can also include within the booklets,” 
Gorham said. 

The resolution passed with a vote of seven 
yes and one abstaining. 

A resolution to authorize the submission 
of a grant for the USDA Rural Development’s 
Fertilizer Production Expansion Program. 

The resolution states the USDA Fertilizer 
Expansion Program is providing grants to in-
crease or expand the manufacturing and pro-
cessing of fertilizer and nutrient alternatives 
in the United States and its territories and the 
Tribes want to decrease the use of industrial 
fertilizers which pollute ground waters and 
destroy the valuable and living ecosystems 
of the soil. 

“This is a fertilizing company and it is 
with Michael Etcitty, they want to apply for 
a USDA grant in the amount of $5 million, if 
they go over the tribes has to put some mon-
ey into the whole process, it costs the tribe 
nothing, they want to submit it in the tribe’s 
name,” Wassana said.

Wassana said most times when we think 
of fertilizer it’s to help the grass grow better 
but a lot of times it’s a chemical based fer-
tilizer. 

But with Eagle Feather Minerals, they are 
an organic fertilizer that utilizes patented na-
no-technologies to improve the agricultural 
industry worldwide. 

“Salt Lake City in Utah, in the beds of the 
lakes have produced a mineral that has grow-
ing fertilizer and they actually will get that 
product that has been compressed and it will 
grow things better, they said you can actual-
ly mix it in to feed with cows and the cows 
will fertilize, it’s not a chemical but actually 
something right from the earth itself,” Was-
sana said. 

If the grant were awarded, the duration 
would be for five years with no matching 
funds required. 

The resolution passed with a vote of eight 
yes. 

na took the podium first to 
thank everyone that was in-
volved with the project. 

“Thanks to Casey and 
her staff for getting this all 
completed today and before 
the end of the year. It was a 
project that I wanted to see 
come about and completed 
and I think it’s one of those 
that we put our mind to it and 
our thoughts and our hearts 
and it got done … it got com-
pleted,” Wassana said. 

Wassana said one of the 
features that were most im-
portant to include in the ex-
pansion of the Elderly Nutri-
tion Center was a safe room. 

“I wanted the safe room 
and this extension is the safe 
room, so then when elders 
gather to eat they’ll at least 
have safety from bad weather 
so I’m glad it’s done. We’re 
opening it up before the start 
of the new year so I just 
want to say thank you to all 
those people who had a hand 
in this, who supported this, 
built this and all those elders 
who will now get to have a 
really nice place to come eat 
and gather and have social 
events,” Wassana said. 

Taking the podium next 
was Vivian Lime, coordi-
nator for Elderly Nutrition 
Program. Lime said she ap-
preciates the cooperation 
that everyone has displayed 
in bringing the vision for the 
Elderly Nutrition Center a 
reality. 

“Our goal was to make a 
place for our elders that can 

come and congregate and 
socialize, we want them to 
be able to have a safe place 
where they can tell their 
stories and pass on their 
traditions to each younger 
generations on how to make 
regalia and this is a perfect 
opportunity for them to carry 
on,” Lime said. 

Reminiscing on fond 
memories the center has 
brought over the years, Tra-
vis Ruiz, Arapaho District 3 
Legislator said he remem-
bers being a child and com-
ing to the center for various 
community events growing 
up. 

“It’s good to see that it’s 
been updated, and it looks 
really good. I’d like to thank 
the planning team who 
helped to see this possible 
… I remember being a kid 
sitting on that front doorstep 
over there, Moses Starr Jr., 
would sit out there and drop 
knowledge on all us kids and 
so it’s good to see that this 
building is still here and that 
it’s going to continue to be 
here for future generations,” 
Ruiz said. 

Shawn Scott, Owner of 
SGS Design Group talked 
about the newly made reno-
vations to the building. 

“First of all, we’d like to 
say thank you for letting us 
be a part of this project. In 
order to make this happen, 
one of the goals was to get 
this done and get it turned 
back over for you as quick as 
possible. I think we built it in 

about six months as far as all 
the renovations, but it took a 
team effort from everybody,” 
Scott said.

Scott said they added a 
new safe room and storm 
shelter for inclement weath-
er and renovated the entire 
building from the kitchen to 
offices and dining space. 

“You have a storm shelter 
here that’s built for inclem-
ent weather, a place for ref-
uge if that’s needed but basi-
cally, we renovated the entire 
space from the kitchen all 
the way to the dining rooms 
to the offices, you’ll see that 
when you go inside so just 
knowing you can serve the 
community for many years 
to come,” Scott said. 

Sara Akins, TAP39 ar-
chitect and owner said she’s 
thankful to have been part of 
the project. 

“Place making and archi-
tecture is one of my favorite 
things about the profession 
and the fact that culture can 
be preserved through com-
munity is even a better part 
of the deal so being able to 
give your community a place 
to grow and preserve your 
culture is such an honor,” 
Akins said. 

Following remarks made 
from the planning team, at-
tendees were encouraged to 
gather in front of the building 
to witness the ribbon cutting 
ceremony, officially opening 
the Elderly Nutrition Center 
to all the elders who will be-
come frequent visitors.

ENC
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in Oklahoma and in 1975 
we moved to Kingfisher, 
Okla. I had never been to 
Oklahoma,” Sophie said.

She said it was in the 
middle of nowhere, just 
acres and acres of land 
all around and no sign of 
neighbors, or a town … or 
anything.

“I was worried a bit 
about where we were going 
to work to pay our bills, and 
my husband said don’t wor-
ry, we’ll go to my tribe to-
morrow and apply for work. 
I was like, ‘okay so where is 
that exactly and how far?’” 
Sophie said as she pointed 
to a photo of her home in 
Kingfisher.

Sophie applied to work 
at the tribes’ Head Start 
Program and was hired the 
next day.

“I was working for Head 
Start but it was located out 
in Kingfisher in two trailers 
on Lamebull’s land. After a 
while they shut those down 
because the water wasn’t 
any good and we really 
didn’t have a place for Head 
Start. My husband became 
a member of the Business 
Committee and he asked 
Juanita Learned if that 
building where Treasury is 
now, if we could have that 
building for Head Start for 
the little kids to go to school 

and she said yes. They re-
modeled the whole building 
and made it for Head Start,” 
Sophie said.

In 1991 when the tribes’ 
built their very first youth 
shelter, Sophie said she 
wandered over to see the 
new building.

“Mary Monetathchi was 
coordinator back then and 
when I went over to look 
at the new building Mary 
asked me if I wanted to ap-
ply to be a houseparent and 
I said yes. And I got it.

I used to hear all the time, 
why are you working for 
the tribe, you’re not a tribal 
member, but I don’t go for 
that, I work for the kids, to 
take care of the kids. We 
need help to help take care 
of the kids here at the youth 
shelter,” Sophie said.

And Sophie continues 
to do what she has always 
done, to love and care for 
each and every child as if 
they were her own.

“The kids that I helped 
teach who are now all 
grown up still come see me 
and call me grandma. Some 
of them work for the tribe 
now and they always stop 
in to visit with me. They al-
ways asking me, ‘how you 
doing grandma.’ I have a lot 
of memories here. All the 
children I have cared for I 

have seen come through 
here at the shelter … I love 
them all.”

Sophie Burgess’s high 
school graduation photo 
from May 1963

Jonathan Burgess and 
Sophie Panana were wed 
1970 in California.

Nowlin said it affected her 
studies. 

“It affected mine pretty 
badly, but mostly to do with 
how I learn, the complete 
switch to virtual learn-
ing just really did not do 
well with me, personally,” 
Nowlin said. 

Along with struggling 
and dealing with all her 
class work going virtual, 
Nowlin said she was meant 
to have a massive fieldtrip 
to Spain toward the end of 
her third year. Which was a 
part of her fieldwork mod-
ule and credits. 

“Before this accredita-
tion we have to do so much 
fieldwork, we couldn’t 
leave the country, we 
couldn’t gather in groups in 
more than so many people … at the be-
ginning of our fourth year they had com-
pletely canceled all field work,” Nowlin 
said. 

In her final year of university, what was 
meant to be the summer before they did 
their six weeks of mapping independent-
ly, Nowlin said she was in the stage of de-
fending her decision to go to the Spanish 
Peaks in Colorado where she wanted to 
do her mapping. Then Covid-19 hit. 

“They sent out an email that there 
wasn’t going to be any academic research 
allowed over summer. So yeah that and 
Spain were gone, we weren’t allowed to 
do even though we would’ve all been in-
dependently all on our own and therefore 
not in close contact with other humans, it 
was still traveling and was still an orga-
nization encouraging us to do it, so they 
were like no we can’t,” Nowlin said. 

Arranging an alternative, Nowlin said 
her professors managed to organize a 
small group which included herself to vis-
it a location for two weeks. 

“Our six weeks of mapping was con-
densed down into two weeks … I start-
ed my dissertation and then my mental 
health got bad and Covid and with ev-
erything virtual, I actually went part time 
and then over winter, I ended up instead 
of four years for my degree I did a total of 
five,” Nowlin said. 

For Nowlin, what was most challeng-
ing throughout school was organization 
and time management. 

“It’s always going to be like difficult to 

learn new stuff, because it’s not as struc-
tured as high school or the U.S. college 
system was, that’s where I struggled was 
planning for yourself, making sure you 
actually revise on time and don’t start the 
2,000 essay the evening, that kind of stuff 
was the most challenging for me and then 
dealing with the stress that comes with 
being a chaotic human as well,” Nowlin 
said. 

As her final year became a lot to deal 
with, Nowlin said her inspiration for fin-
ishing comes from friends and family.

“All your friends and family think you 
can do it, so I guess they inspired me. And 
my dog. They got me through that, it was 
more of a final push of I’ve stuck it out for 
four or five years now and I know now, 
please let me out,” Nowlin said laughing. 

With finishing school, Nowlin said she 
looks forward to making her own source 
of income. 

“Having my own income source and 
not being depend on other people con-
stantly. Having time to mentally breathe 
in some ways where you’re not constantly 
trying to cram new information in that’s 
quite nice. I suddenly started reading 
books again, it’s insane,” Nowlin said. 

Sharing words of encouragement, 
Nowlin said to anyone who wants to do 
something, just do it.

“Just do it and remember it’s not the 
end of the world if it doesn’t work out, it 
is fun switching countries and seeing the 
different systems and different cultures, it 
just gives you a new perspective on ev-
erything,” Nowlin said.

GRADUATE
continued from pg. 4
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An interesting story was writ-
ten in a letter from George Bent to 
George Bird Grinnell. The lengthy 
letter was undated but may have 
been written in 1905. A portion of 
the letter talks about the Pawnee 
stealing horses from the Arapa-
ho on Crooked Creek south of the 
Arkansas River. Lean Bear led the 
Cheyenne pursuit to recover the 
horses. The story is very interest-
ing. Here is the Bent text broken 
into four parts with a brief descrip-
tion for each one.

1. The Cheyenne followed the 
trail to Cedar River. Little Wolf 
led a search party downstream. 
Lean Bear led a party upstream and 
they encountered a single Pawnee 
on horseback. Lean Bear’s party 
chased him.

Bent wrote: “Lean Bear. got out 
from his hut and give orders to sad-
dle up and cry out what New Dog 
had seen everybody saddled up and 
was on go. but it was getten near 
sun down when they started for this 
place by the time they got there it 
was very dark and late at night so 
the war party stoped for the night 
next morning at day light some one 
took run down the river and found 
fire still burning. pawnees had 
stoped there with herd of ponies 
that they had stolen from Arapa-
hoes on Crooked Creek south of 
Arkansas River. so the Cheyennes 
took the trail. they went North from 
there. Big Jake says they lost the 
trail on account buffalo being all 
over the Country. Cheyennes said 
they would go on to Next river and 
they could see out sand bar where 
they Crossed[.] so it was near night 
when they got there[.] some began 
to want go down the river and some 
up the river. so they stoped for night 
on this stream called by Indians 
Cedar River. before morning they 
got up some went down the river 
and some up it to find the trail of 
the pawnees. Little Wolf went with 
party down the stream and Lean 
Bear went up the stream. at day 
light they. went to. the hills and 
older men got off their horses. and 

set down in circle to smoke. wind. 
was blowing from South. had their. 
backs. to south young Men that did 
not smoke set on their horses. lean-
ing forward. those on horses heard 
some one singing the sound came 
from the river and south they told 
those smoking that some one was. 
singing and they stopped to listen 
older men said. it was not Chey-
enne. Lean Bear said for no one to 
move to keep still. those on horse 
back could see better and said Indi-
an was Coming leading one horse 
he was still singing coming clos-
er. he was singing pawnee. thank 
you song. they sing this song when 
horses are given to them as pres-
ents. Cheyennes & Arapahoes sing 
this song to this day when any one 
gives them presents. this pawnee 
must have thought he was catch-
ing up with his party when he seen 
horses standing with out riders. 
those on horse back were leaning 
on their horses so it must have look 
to him all loose horses. when he 
got close he found he was running 
into enemies. he had buffalo Meat 
on the horses he was leading. so he 
Jumped of the one he was riding 
and throwed. the meat off the one 
he was leading. and got on it. this 
was spotted horses. they say if he 
had stayed on the one he was rid-
ing he Might got away. as he was 
fast Arapahoe horse he had stolen 
these from Arapahoes that were 
camped on Crooked Creek south 
of Arkansas River. Pawnee made 
back the way he had come. to this 
river. as there was lots of brush 
and sun flower brushes. Cheyennes 
took after him when he crossed the 
stream[.]”

2. They found the Pawnee war-
rior hiding in the brush and shot 
him. Sand Hill counted first coup 
on the Pawnee and Gentle Horse 
took the scalp. Gentle Horse gave 
the scalp to Lean Bear “as it was 
custom to give scalp to pipe carri-
ers.” George Bent thus identified 
Lean Bear as a pipe carrier.

Bent wrote: “he left the horse 
and took it. foot. so he could hide. 

Cheyennes could not find him[.] 
they hunted in every direction for 
him. two or three of them in party. 
Gentle Horse. Sand Hill and Cra-
zy Wolf. followed small creek up 
to. head of. it. Crazy Wolf. cried 
out there he is in the weeds. Sand 
Hill had gone or had started for an-
other creek Gentle Horse told Cra-
zy Wolf as he was young and had 
never counted “Coe.” to charge on. 
him. as the pawnee was still in the 
weeds[.] Crazy Wolf made charge 
but turned before he got near the 
pawnee. when he ran back Gentle 
Horse told him not to act coward 
that way. Gentle Horse got along 
side of him than told him to charge 
on him again. this time pawnee was 
on his feet with Bow and Arrows 
in his hands. this time again Crazy 
Wolf turn from the pawnee. Sand 
Hill was now coming. on his fast 
Black horse[.] this horse was one of 
fastest in Cheyenne tribe. Sand Hill 
counted first Coe on him[.] than 
Crazy Wolf. 3rd Gentle Horse. he 
also shot him with gun. when the 
others parties heard. the gun they all 
came running. to this place. Gentle 
Horse took the scalp also. and give 
it to Lean Bear as it was custom. to 
give scalp to. pipe Carriers[.]”

3. Lean Bear’s party discovered 
a battle already in progress in which 
three Cheyenne warriors had been 
wounded. Growling like a bear, 
Lean Bear lead the Cheyenne attack 
against the Pawnee. Eagle Feather, 
a Bow String Warrior, was killed as 
he struck a Pawnee warrior with a 
Bow String Lance.

Bent wrote: “when they all rode 
up on hill. to look for other parties 
when they seen on another hill In-
dians running. to Creek. Lean Bear 
Cried out they have found the paw-
nees. so they all started for that 
Creek. Lean Bear said go slow. we 
will get there. when they all rode 
up. they seen three Indians. setting 
against the bank and some Medi-
cine Men singing[.] these three had 
been wounded by pawnees[.] the 
fight had been going on since early 
Morning. as the wind was blowing. 

the other way. Lean Bear and his 
party could not hear the firing. Lean 
Bear cried out for all of them to dis-
mount and fight on foot[.] the paw-
nees were in Creek. dry wood all 
around them so they could not see 
them[.] Lean Bear was an old brave 
man had counted more Coes. than 
any other Cheyenne[.] he growled 
like Bear when he seen his men 
wounded and cried out to be brave 
and fight careful. as he had been in 
many battles. Lean Bear was the 
man that Captured Yellow Nose 
and his Mother. from the Utes[.] 
Cheyennes could not tell how many 
pawnees were in this party as they 
could not see them for the brush at 
forks of the creek where the paw-
nees. two Pawnees would shoot 
from there and Above this two more 
pawnees would shoot from there. 
Lean Bear and Little Wolf told their 
men that had guns to fire at these 
two places. so they would load their 
guns and fire together at these plac-
es after they and fired good many 
times. at these places. the fire from 
pawnees ceased. Cheyennes be-
gan to get closer. there was no fire 
from the pawnees[.] Eagle Feather 
son of Bull that lost. the Medicine 
Arrows when pawnees captured 
them got on his horse and said he 
was going to ride into the brush. 
where the Pawnees were. so every 
body got ready to Jump into brush 
soon as Eagle Feather rode in. ev-
ery body was on foot as they could 
run in better on foot. soon as Eagle 
Feather rode in to brush. they all 
whooped and ran into the brush. 
they all heard shot. in brush. Eagle 
Feather. rode on to wounded paw-
nee. that had gun in his hand. as Ea-
gle Feather struck him with. Bow 
String Lance. as he was Bow String 
Soldier. pawnee raised his gun and 
shot him between his Eyes. Indians 
on foot were behind him and so 
they shot the pawnee.”

4. The Cheyenne party, includ-
ing Lean Bear and his son, found 
dead Pawnee warriors. Lean Bear 
found a Pawnee “Storm Eagle” 
medicine bundle used by the Paw-

nee on horse stealing raids. The 
medicine would create a storm that 
covered their trail so they would 
not be found. Lean Bear opened the 
bundle and a “big storm came up.”

Bent wrote: “at the Forks of this 
Creek Lean Bear rushed in his son 
behind him[.] seen dead Pawnees 
lying across the creek. told his son. 
to count Coe on him. Man Above 
and lot of other young Men rush on 
to count Coe on him. Little Wolf 
picked up his gun Lean Bear seen 
some thing. under him and pulled 
it out it was wraped in Cloth. and 
smelled like Medicine roots. he 
carried it out and opened it. it was 
Eagle stuffed with all Kinds of 
Pawnee Medicine tied up in differ-
ent pieces of buckskins. this eagle 
Pawnees called storm Eagle[.] paw-
nee women that had been Captured 
by Cheyennes told what it was. 
they told when pawnees went out 
on War-path. to steal horses. they 
took this along. to cause storm to 
come up. when they were stealing 
horses. so their trail would not be 
found. Cheyennes say this is true 
when Lean Bear opened this Eagle 
after the fight big Storm came up.”

Lean Bear was killed on May 
16, 1864, by US soldiers on Ash 
Creek near the Smoky Hill River. 
He was the brother of Dog Soldier 
leader Bull Bear. Lean Bear’s son 
accompanied him in the fight with 
the Pawnee. The son’s name is not 
provided; however, he did have 
a son who was also named Lean 
Bear. Lean Bear, the son, was one 
of the Cheyenne prisoners of war 
who died in 1875 while incarcerat-
ed at the Fort Marion military pris-
on in Florida.

A member of Lean Bear’s party, 
Eagle Feather, was a Bow String 
soldier. Perhaps this indicates Lean 
Bear was also a Bow String soldier. 
He was a pipe carrier. He fought in 
many battles and had counted more 
coup than any other Cheyenne. 
Lean Bear witnessed the power of 
a Pawnee medicine bundle. Lean 
Bear’s story is a significant part of 
Cheyenne history.

Lean Bear Leads Cheyenne
Pursuit of Pawnee

History Corner:

By Dee Cordry, author of Children of White Thunder

Damon Dunbar has been 
on the Southwestern Oklaho-
ma Development Authority 
(SWODA) Board of Trustees 
as an At-Large Trustee for the 
last 10-years.  He represents 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes for western Oklaho-
ma that SWODA covers in 
the Tribal Service area. He 
received his Ten Year’s Ser-
vice Award by Chairperson 
Edie Brown at the December 
board meeting in Burns Flat, 
Okla. 

Dunbar said he enjoys 
meeting with the other Board 
of Trustees made up of coun-
ty commissioners, mayors, 
and other city/town leaders in 
western Oklahoma. SWODA 
meets once a month in Burns 
Flat to disseminate informa-
tion of SWODA grants and 
community activities.

When Dunbar was Plan-
ning Director, he arranged a 
meeting with SWODA CEDS 
(Community Economic De-
velopment Strategy) staff to 
meet with the Tribal CEDS 
committee to share ideas and network with each other. Dunbar looks forward to continuing 
representing the tribes at SWODA.

 For more information about the SWODA Board of Trustees visit www.swoda.org/board-
of-trustees.

Celebrating 10 Years of Service
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Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes

Storm Shelter Program
WHO QUALIFIES?

Enrolled Tribal Citizen Home 
Owners who reside in the 
following Oklahoma counties: 
Blaine, Beckham, Canadian, 
Custer, Dewey, Ellis, Kingfisher, 
Roger Mills, Washita, Major and 
Woodward

PREFERENCE ORDER:
Wheelchair bound, physically handicapped, 55 
years and older
All Remaining Tribal Citizens

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS:
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Certified Degree of 
Indian Blood (CDIB)
Deed/Proof of Ownership in Applicant’s Name
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Title Status Report 
(TSR)
For Applications Call Mary Youngbull at 

405-422-7525

Food Pantry Outreach
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Jan. 12, 2023 at the Canton Emergency 

Response Center, 205 N. Jefferson in Canton, Okla. and
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Jan. 26 in Anadarko, Okla. (Parking lot be-

hind McDonalds located at 714 W. Petree Road in Anadarko.

Seventh Birthday Dance for Genevieve Dorothy 
Goodblanket

Saturday Jan. 21, 2023 at the Clinton Emergency Re-
sponse Center in Clinton, Okla. Gourd dance at 3 p.m., sup-
per at 5 p.m.

Head Staff: MC Wilbur Bullcoming, HS Jesse Hamil-
ton, HMD George Levi, HLD Jolene Beartrack, HBD Cade 
Stomps, HGD Kynlee Hart, Co-Host Redmoon Powwow 
Committee and Redmoon Gourd Clan, AD Kevin Oldman 
and Mileena Horse, with special guest Changing Winds Cul-
tural Society.

Genevieve “Genni” Goodblanket is the daughter of Dar-
lene Goodblanket. She is the reigning Little Miss Redmoon 
Powwow Princess. Gennie is a first grader at Nance Elemen-
tary School in Clinton, Okla. Her grandparents are Billy and 
Danielle Cling. Her Cheyenne name is Feather Woman after 
her grandma Punkin Oldman.

The family would like to thank everyone for supporting 
Gennie on her birthday.

Memorial Dance for Diana Sue Cassio-Bull
Sunday Jan. 29, 2023 at the Clinton Emergency Response 

Center in Clinton, Okla. Supper at 5 p.m., cake walk and Tiny 
Tot contest, and prizes. Head lady dancer’s teen fancy shawl 
contest for ages 13-17, with $200 for first place, $100 second 
place and $50 third place.

Head Staff: MC Austin Wayne Bull, HS Jason Goodblan-
ket, HM TBD, HL Katelyn Ginger Whiteman, HLB Nathan-
iel Koshiway, HLG Sevana Harper, Honored Family James & 
Jamie Yellowfish and AD TBD.

Memorial Dance for Raymond ‘Koda’ Paddyaker 
& Kayla Julia Yates

Saturday, Feb. 18, 2023 at the Concho Emergency Re-
sponse Center in Concho, Okla. Gourd dancing at 3 p.m., 
supper at 5 p.m.

Head Staff: MC Robert Littlebird, HS Emmitt & HJames 
Redbird, HLG Kayla Lee Harragarra, HLB Louis Roy 
Harragarra, HLD Janelle Birdshead Sharp, HMD Earl Plum-
ley, AD Ralph Birdshead and Co-Host Drum Thunder Boys.

Special invitation to all MMIW/MMIP Chapters & Black-
beard Descendants.

2023 Women’s Conference: “Empowering Wom-
en to Lead”

March 20-23, 2023 at the Oklahoma City Convention 
Center in Oklahoma City. Hosted by the Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes. For more information contact LaRenda Morgan 
at 405-422-7929 or by email, lmorgan@cheyenneandarapa-
ho-nsn.gov.

Clark, Nelson Erwin  1/4/22  3/11/42
Wakolee, Muriel Alice  1/4/22  3/4/47
Bushyhead, Clara Ann  1/5/22  7/3/64
Marris, Christopher Lee 1/6/22  6/28/66
Eagle, Ida Jane  1/6/22  1/6/22
Williams, Daryl Eugene 1/7/22  2/22/55
Nephi, Dawn Daylight  1/9/22  12/28/80
Tso, Leslie Anne  1/9/22  12/8/46
Hailey, Julia Kay  1/10/22  4/23/78
Four Horns Jr., Lester Levi 1/11/22  5/1/79
Herrod, Tony Nokcus  1/12/22  10/15/78
Little Bird, Asa Pierce  1/13/22  10/16/93
Bonner, Shelley Lyn  1/13/22  6/28/70
Guzman, Jessica Renee  1/14/22  7/30/79
Penn, Beulah   1/14/22  9/20/35
Thunderbull, Sandra  1/17/22  9/8/65
Burgett, Gary Marshall  1/17/22  3/27/56
Pedro Sr., James Wayne 1/19/22  11/17/38
Walker, Jeff Charles  1/19/22  10/14/57
Flying Out, William David 1/20/22  1/8/65
Cometsevah, Gregory Louis 1/20/22  6/9/55
Nullake, Juanita  1/21/22  7/8/38
Johnson Jr., Christian Noel 1/23/22  2/1/98
Bearbow, Calvin Jeffery 1/23/22  8/24/62
Waldon, Tishomingo Marc 1/23/22  12/5/70
Fletcher, Cheri Lynn  1/23/22  3/19/63
Hegele, Jane Marvel  1/25/22  1/6/38
Holmes Sr., Bobby Lee  1/28/22  9/5/56
Cometsevah, Ramona Marie 1/30/22  9/19/53
Cutnose, John Paul  1/30/22  3/20/47
McCoy, Jacqueline Rae  2/1/22  7/12/64
White Shield, Arthur  2/1/22  6/1/62
Salazar, Vicente Nicasio 2/1/22  9/6/91
Dyer, Victoria Florence  2/9/22  7/28/56
Little, Mary Ellen  2/10/22  11/16/50
Neconie, Mary Elizabeth 2/12/22  7/20/41
Yates, Kayla Julia C.  2/14/22  2/16/91
Paddyaker, Raymond Lindsey 2/14/22  10/1/81
Daukei Sr., James Icey  2/24/22  11/7/62
Weber, Billy J.   2/25/22  8/7/70
Medicine Bear, Cynthia  2/25/22  4/22/39
Goodbear, Robert Reese 2/28/22  6/20/53
Dyer, Lance Wendell  2/28/22  10/17/54
Garcia Jr., Mauricio Leonel 3/1/22  3/1/22
Johnson, Deven Renee  3/4/22  6/22/78
Stonecalf Jr., Raymond L. 3/4/22  3/17/47
Hart, Lawrence  3/6/22  2/24/33
Bearshield, Reginald Lee 3/10/22  7/3/70
Smart, Hanna Mae  3/14/22  4/17/45
Rivers, Kimberly Lynn  3/15/22  2/20/71
White Eagle, Jason Ryan 3/17/22  10/22/77
Washa, Jimmy Tom  3/17/22  2/3/50
Hogan, Colleen Margaret 3/17/22  1/25/48
Fletcher, Edward Joseph 3/19/22  6/22/56
Morlan, Melanie  3/20/22  2/9/82
Evey, Delicia Lauren  3/23/22  8/12/01
Mann, James Lynn  3/28/22  7/16/46
Jenkins, Brandon Kyle  3/29/22  1/31/80
White, Emmanuel Calvin 4/1/22  1/11/84
Hawkins, Benjamin Ledel 4/1/22  7/17/75
Pino Sr., Rodney Wayne 4/2/22  2/13/74
Jacobs, Marcianna  4/4/22  4/3/41
Lusk, Adena V  4/4/22  10/24/52
Barnett, Rebecca Earlene 4/6/22  3/8/81
Goodbear, Steven Albino 4/8/22  7/1/88
Sweetwater Jr., Kenneth C. 4/12/22  7/12/79
Oxendine Jr., Vonnie Kern 4/13/22  11/6/58
Kaulaity, Sunbeam  4/14/22  7/12/62
Two Babies, Thomas  4/14/22  1/7/62
Coyote, Kleo Lynn  4/16/22  12/17/81
Mikolajczak, Ethleen H  4/18/22  10/9/28
Webb, Bruce Allen  4/19/22  6/30/54
Goodface, Elaine Denise 4/19/22  1/24/46
Hawk, Antoinette Lorraine 4/24/22  8/25/66
Sleeper, Hannah Patrice 4/24/22  8/3/71
McNeely, Jennifer Renee 5/2/22  7/19/74
Fire, Michael Ray  5/3/22  9/21/62
Hamilton Jr., Walter Roe 5/6/22  12/2/46
Ramirez, Leonard  5/6/22  11/28/57
Kite, TexaDawn Strom  5/7/22  8/16/06
Surveyor, Virgil Roger  5/8/22  11/28/35
Haag, Edwina   5/13/22  10/17/62
Fanman III, David  5/13/22  12/15/89
Pack, Gerald Wayne  5/14/22  2/14/66
Armstrong, Stella Marie 5/15/22  11/19/61
Bates, Melvin Daniel  5/16/22  10/14/50
Sweezy Jr., Frederick Lee 5/18/22  5/18/66
White, Russell Troy  5/18/22  1/4/67
Whitlow, James Daniel  5/18/22  6/14/56
Washa, Oscar Davis  5/20/22  2/21/62
Campbell, Douglas  5/21/22  9/23/37
Lumpmouth, Russell Keith 5/22/22  4/12/64
Steere, Loretta Ann  5/23/22  4/11/36
Heap Of Birds, Pamela Jean 5/25/22  9/25/62

Standing Water, Nathan Martin 5/26/22  10/8/54
Nguyen, Lily Marie  5/27/22  5/27/22
Snow Jr., James Byron  5/28/22  3/12/32
Hoffman, John Tyler  5/28/22  4/18/43
Spotted Corn, Sonny Sky 5/30/22  3/19/82
Miller, Diana Guadalupe 5/30/22  5/30/22
Miller, Molly Maria  5/30/22  5/30/22
Pratt, Adam Wayne  6/2/22  2/10/63
Meeks, Mary Louise  6/3/22  7/19/42
Ralph, Cynthia Ann  6/4/22  9/2/56
Ramsey, Angelo Dimitri 6/4/22  4/25/22
Long, Jerry Keith  6/6/22  9/14/59
Loneman, Savannah Dee 6/7/22  1/20/83
Bressler, Daniel Crawford 6/13/22  11/5/87
Taylor, Edwin James  6/16/22  3/29/53 
Tenorio Jr., Augustine A 6/25/22  5/18/49
Williams, Kathy Ann  6/28/22  12/19/51
Abrahamson, Michael Alan 7/1/22  8/10/59
Svitak, Clarice   7/2/22  9/3/78
Orange, June Cynthia  7/11/22  4/3/52
Hawk, Michael Wayne  7/11/22  1/21/54
Quintana, Joseph Mark  7/19/22  3/7/76
Murray, Wilma Joan  7/26/22  8/15/43
Simpson, Justin Douglas Wayne 7/26/22  3/13/84
Rowlodge, Curtis  7/27/22  12/19/52
Bates Upchego, Thelma 7/27/22  8/17/69
Braxton, Rhoda M.  7/27/22  5/9/41
Harp, Marty Ann  7/31/22  3/4/49
Knight, Zadan Levi Wolf 8/1/22  5/6/22
Adeausi, Andrew Olumide 8/3/22  8/3/22
Bent Sr., Paul Neal  8/6/22  10/8/38
Maurer, Joetta   8/6/22  1/13/67
Whitebird, Bobby Leon  8/6/22  9/16/59
Montoya, Carlene  8/7/22  5/16/38
Spencer, Lois Gena  8/10/22  12/15/62
Fixico, Marlon Dale  8/13/22  5/13/57
Roberts, Mark Alan  8/14/22  11/13/50
Starr, Brenda Sue  8/15/22  6/16/59
Lacy, Arlene J   8/22/22  11/30/45
Starr, William Stanley  8/23/22  7/9/92
Yater, Carol Joy  8/24/22  12/7/51
Wilson, Michael Edward 8/26/22  6/19/67
Whiteman, Roy Kai  8/27/22  4/6/21
Lira, Ula Glenna  9/1/22  1/29/49
Howell, Thelma Hazel  9/1/22  9/14/65
Kauley, Travis Anthony  9/2/22  9/26/78
Bushyhead, Dennis James 9/2/22  7/6/55
Derenzo, Catherine Ann 9/5/22  10/15/49
Harris, Karista Charity Rose 9/5/22  3/3/83
Birdshead, Edward Joe  9/5/22  4/1/56
Bear, Samuel Delos  9/16/22  7/30/89
Butler, Cheryl Leigh  9/20/22  6/1/71
Wilson, Marvin Frank  9/22/22  9/13/50
Howling Buffalo, Leland Roy 9/22/22  11/5/66
Black, Clarence  9/23/22  4/16/53
Brand, Zhilan-Cole Chase 9/24/22  11/20/21
Sevenstar, Lillian S.  9/24/22  9/18/36
Scherdin, Julia Ann  9/25/22  6/3/59
Wahweah, James Wade  9/28/22  12/5/52
Poisal, Eldred L  9/29/22  9/2/35
Smith, Norma Joan  10/1/22  4/11/35
Todd, Lucille Tabor  10/2/22  12/11/39
Madbull, Eleanore  10/8/22  11/23/41
Russell, Isaiah Edward  10/12/22  4/12/19
Sankey Jr., Calvin Coolidge 10/17/22  4/22/68
McKeegan Sr., Gleyn Louis 10/20/22  2/1/30
Hawk, Burton E.  10/24/22  6/19/45
Schantz, Lea Elaine  10/27/22  8/27/65
Wooten, Lola Mae  11/1/22  7/19/63
Norwood, Dena Virginia 11/3/22  3/2/50
Lorentz, Vickey Lynn  11/6/22  11/13/92
Greany Jr., Clifton W  11/8/22  3/24/51
Wolf Chief, Tammy Marie 11/9/22  2/17/71
Williams, Alexandra Claire 11/12/22  5/16/79
Maifield, Daniel Creig  11/15/22  3/14/09
Ellis, Tamika Renee  11/16/22  11/2/77
Mata, Regina Louise  11/24/22  11/19/72
Higgins, Paulette C.  11/27/22  2/28/37
Scabby Horse, Lane  11/27/22  9/6/57
Blankenship, Theodore Vernon 11/29/22  7/8/54
Tiger, Spencer Evans  12/4/22  1/17/75
Reyes, Mark Evan  12/4/22  5/13/72
Rhoads Campuzano, Feather 12/7/22  2/4/85
Wolfmule, Edward Todd 12/9/22  10/14/68
Thompson Jr., Everett Earl 12/10/22  6/11/50
Hart, John Keith  12/11/22  9/20/88
Murray, Esther Jane  12/12/22  4/4/53
Lawhorn, Cheryl Denise 12/14/22  5/18/63
Natseway, Elizabeth  12/15/22  11/9/56
Red Shin, Ronda Lynn  12/16/22  2/23/59
Lonelodge, Ethel Edwardine 12/16/22  11/15/42
Maul, Nicole Nichelle  12/19/22  6/10/78

    Hawk, Shelby Lynn  12/16/22  4/16/72

In Memorium

Happy 3rd Birthday 
to our beautiful 
granddaughter

Catalina
Dec. 15

Love your 
grandparents,

James & Denise Friday

The family of
Olivia Littleraven 
would like to wish 
her a Happy 21st 

Birthday on
January 22!

We love you and 
wish you many, many 

more!

On a trip to Salamanca, New 
York, for our American Legion 
post 401 color guard, I asked 
Alex if he would drive and we 
could take his car, as he was also 
a member of our post. When we 
arrive we met a lot of interesting 
people. I met one veteran, I don’t 
remember his name, he was from 
South Dakota and he was Lako-
ta. While we were taking he said, 
“Matt can you put this in one of 
your stories?”

This is what he told me, he 
said he and other Native Ameri-
cans were in the bush in Vietnam 
when AIM took over at Wound-
ed Knee occurred. All the Indian 
soldiers taken and incarcerated, 
which they didn’t understand at 
the time. They just wanted to go 
back to their units. “Never leave a 
man behind.”

After awhile they kind of en-
joyed it, three hots and a cot with 
nobody shooting at them, after a 
couple of months they went back 
to the bush. He said we were sol-
diers and we weren’t going to kill 
our friends.

The army told them not to 
say anything and to forget about 
it. Another time I remember we 
went to Colony Pow-wow to hon-
or three purple heart recipients, 
one of them with Jerry Surveyor. 
After the ceremony was over, I 
went up to him and gave him an 
eagle feather, after he blessed it 
and accepted it he said that the 
eagle feather meant more to him 
than the Purple Heart. That really 
touched me so I wanted to share 
it with everyone and let everyone 
think about what it meant. 

Matt Hamilton, El Reno, Okla. 
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By Latoya Lonelodge / Courtesy Photos
Motivated by her fellow teammates and family, 

Nazhoni Sleeper, 17, is looking towards hopefully 
seeing her team make it to the state championship 
this year. 

Born in Oklahoma City and raised in El Reno, 
Okla., Sleeper began playing basketball at the age 
of six when she was first introduced to the court. 

“I just fell in love with it I guess … what I love 
most is whenever I’m playing, I get to see the en-
tire court, it’s really special to me because I can 
see everything on the court,” Sleeper said. 

Standing 5’5, Sleeper plays point guard for the 
El Reno Lady Indians at El Reno High School in 
El Reno.

With El Reno’s record 5-1 so far this season, 
Sleeper’s goals for the includes being the leader 
for her new team as well as having an opportunity 
to make it to the state championship this coming 
spring. 

With all five starters for the El Reno Lady’s 
basketball team being Native American, Sleeper 
said she feels confident about this season. 

After El Reno took a loss to McAlester in the 
Class 5A girls state championship last season, 
Sleeper knows it’ll be a tough road ahead. 

“Losing that state championship game has 
motivated me more. Losing all our seniors has 
motivated me more to get back to that and have a 
different feeling and outcome,” Sleeper said. 

Looking forward to her junior year on the 
court, Sleeper said she hopes to see her team win 
as many games as they can. 

“As well as being able to learn to love this team 
as we’re playing, and learn to play as one, we’ll 
be able to become one of the greatest teams that 
played here,” Sleeper said. 

Having the opportunity to play among oth-
er Native youth on the team, a majority being of 

Cheyenne and Arapaho descent, 
Sleeper said it’s exciting. 

“It makes me very happy be-
cause before there wasn’t very 
many Natives that got to play 
and so being able to see that all 
five of us are and all five starters 
are Native makes me very happy 
and motivates me more to win,” 
Sleeper said. 

Her motivation and support 
system for playing basketball in-
clude her mom and dad. 

“My dad has been pushing me 
to be the best I can be since I was 
little and my mom has been my 
biggest supporter and helper with 
everything I’ve gone through 
with basketball,” Sleeper said. 

And with Sleeper facing chal-
lenges of her own on the court, 
such as her mental health and 
confidence, she said just keep-
ing her head focused on the next 
plays along with prayer helps her 
the most. 

“Talking to my mom helps a 
lot too, just trying to enjoy the 

moment and be happy and realize that I’m capa-
ble of doing a lot of things and that I shouldn’t 
be down on myself a lot,” Sleeper said. 

During the first semester Sleeper has main-
tained a 3.5 GPA, which she says her parents 
make sure she stays on top of schoolwork in or-
der to play. 

“My dad will tell me that I need to practice 
all the time but then my mom will correct him 
and say that school comes before basketball, 
even though me and my dad might disagree on 
that, but I try to maintain my work and try to get 
everything turned in on time because I’m taking 
all honors and that’s a little bit more difficult,” 
Sleeper said. 

Looking toward the future, Sleeper said what 
she hopes to accomplish through basketball is also 
getting the opportunity to play at the next level. 

“Hopefully I get an opportunity to go to col-
lege for this sport,” Sleeper said. 

Seeing how much she’s grown on the basket-
ball court; Sleeper has seen improvement since 
her ninth grade year of playing. 

“I didn’t get a whole lot of playing time, so 
sophomore year my confidence wasn’t up that 
whole time and I had an attitude sometimes but af-
ter my sophomore year I realized that I’m capable 
of doing a lot with helping this program and now 
I feel a little bit more confident and I’m just trying 
to gain as much confidence as I can,” Sleeper said. 

Two things important to have, according to 
Sleeper, are short term memory on the court and 
above of all, positivity and love for the game. 

“With short term you cannot be stuck on 
one bad play that you did. I used to be stuck on 
a bad pass I’d do and it would affect my whole 
game and I wouldn’t play good, my confidence 
would go down and it had a bad toll on my mental 
health,” Sleeper said.

With positivity, Sleeper said it’s always a good 
thing to have while playing. 

“Supporting and uplifting teammates is some-
thing I really love doing and I hope that we can all 
start to do that and just being positive just makes 
the games so much more fun,” Sleeper said. 

Embracing her challenges and trying to make 
the most out of her junior year, Sleeper said when 

she plays basketball 
it brings her peace. 

“It taught me that there’s going to be a lot of 
difficulties, but you just have to keep fighting 
through,” Sleeper said. 

Sleeper also plays for the Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes R.E.Sp.E.C.T. basketball team, with 
Parry RomanNose as her summer coach. 

“I’d like to give a shout out to Parry Roman-
Nose and JR, Parry’s my summer coach and he’s 
very supportive of me and JR helps me with my 
shooting drills,” Sleeper said.

Expected to graduate in the spring of 2024, 
Sleeper hopes to continue to play basketball for 
college whether it’s a two-year or four-year col-
lege. She then hopes to pursue a career as either a 
flight attendant or a real estate agent. 

Sleeper’s parents are James Sleeper and Me-
lissa Curley. Her paternal grandparents are 
Angelo Sleeper and Susan Nimsey Sleeper and 
maternal grandparents are Elliot Curley and 
Donna Youngbull. Her siblings are Anakin Cur-
ley, Koneihii Sleeper, Ha-rih Ha’wahta’as Sleeper 
and Soslikah Sleeper.

Nazhoni Sleeper, El Reno High School 
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(EL RENO, OK) After interviewing the 
three candidates who filed to run for the 
vacant Ward 2 seat, the El Reno School 
Board voted unanimously to appoint Ro-
berta Hamilton to fill out the remainder of 
the term.

The seat was held by Dallas Curtis, a 
six-year veteran of the district’s leader-
ship. In October, Curtis informed fellow 
members he was moving out of the Ward 
2 boundaries. Ward 2, which has a popula-
tion of 3,385, according to the new district 
maps approved in September, is bounded 
to the north by Elm Street, east by U.S. 81, 
west by Country

Club Road and to the south by S.W. 27th 
Street.

Curtis’ term officially ended in Novem-
ber when he sold his house located inside 
Ward 2 to move to a family-owned proper-
ty north of El Reno. His five-year elected 
term is set to end April 2023.

According to state law, the school board 
had 60 days to fill Curtis’ vacancy but 
that period would have ended prior to the 
scheduled January school board meeting.

“We have to appoint a candidate to-
night,” said school board member Brad 
Baker.

Hamilton was the last to interview with 
board members Baker, Curtis Blanc, Scott 
McBee and board president Dorrie Parrott. 
Superintendent Matt Goucher did not take 
part in the interview portion of the execu-
tive session.

Besides Hamilton, Eric Palmer and 
Ronnie Funck interviewed with the board 
about the short-term appointment. All 
three have filed for the February election.

“At the end of the day in February, the 

people will make the final decision. This is 
a temporary filling of a vacancy until Feb-
ruary,” Blanc said.

Parrott commended all three for making 
the choice to run.

“I would like to thank all three of you 
for filing and running. I think it’s the opin-
ion of the board that all three of you are 
great candidates. If you don’t get appoint-
ed tonight, don’t lose hope.

“I tried to get appointed 13 years ago 
before I came on the board and I was not 
the one they chose. When it came back 
around to file for that seat I beat the in-
cumbent,” Parrott said.

McBee then made the motion to appoint 
Hamilton to fill the seat through April and 
it was seconded by Baker. Hamilton took 
the oath of office and took her seat with 
other board members.

“I’m surprised but I’m also happy. I did 
file and I plan to stay in the race and I’m 
looking forward to that as well,” Hamilton 
said.

Hamilton said she does not think the ap-
pointment will give her an advantage over 
the other candidates.

“All three of us are good candidates 
and I don’t think it gives me an edge. I just 
hope that the people will consider me at 
the time of the election. Anything can hap-
pen and I just hope for the best,” Hamilton 
said.

Hamilton, 64, has been an Indian Child 
Welfare caseworker for the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes’ Dept. of Social Services 
for the past five years. Prior to that she 
worked three years as a registered nurse 
at the Veteran’s Administration Hospital in 
Oklahoma City before retiring.

She was a RN with In-
dian Health Services for 22 
years before moving to the 
VA Hospital. She is married 
to Dale Hamilton.

Hamilton has two sons 
and a grandson who attend 
El Reno High School. She 
has a grandson at Etta Dale 
Junior High and a daughter 
at Lincoln Learning Center.

“I just wanted to get more 
involved with the school 
district,” Hamilton said.

First Cheyenne and Arapaho citizen 
chosen to fill seat vacancy on El 
Reno Public School Board

By Glen Miller, El Reno Tribune 

Bobbie Hamilton (l) being sworn in as a member of the El Reno Public School Board. 
(Photo / Glen Miller)


