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2022 INAUGURATION Day

“
Cheyenne and Arapaho Gov. Reggie Wassana

We have a lot to look forward to, and in looking to the future, adding 
more tribal members, we want our services to help provide for our chil-
dren and our grandchildren.”

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Newly Elected and 
Re-Elected Government Representatives Begin New Term

(HAMMON, OK) 
January 1 not only 
marked the new year 
2022 - it also marked the 
new term for 11 candi-
dates who won in their 
respective races in the 
November 2021 Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribal 
election. The swearing in 
of two newly elected of-
ficials and nine re-elect-
ed officials was held at 
the Hammon Emergen-
cy Response Center in 
Hammon, Okla.

Supreme Court Jus-
tice John Kocher swore 
in Gov. Reggie Wassana 
and Lt. Gov. Gib Miles 
for their second term. 
Gov. Wassana and Lt. 
Gov. Miles are the first to 
be re-elected to a consec-
utive term for governor 
and lieutenant governor.

Also being sworn 
in were newly elected 
Arapaho District 1 Leg-
islator, Diane Willis, 
who served as the former 
director of the Office of 
Records Management 
prior to being elected, 
and Arapaho District 2 
Election Commissioner 
Dale Hamilton Jr.

Beginning their sec-
ond terms, are Arapa-
ho District 2 Legisla-
tor Kendricks Sleeper, 
Cheyenne District 2 Leg-
islator George Woods, 
Cheyenne District 4 
Legislator Byron Byrd, 
Arapaho District 3 Elec-
tion Commissioner Pa-
tricia Smothers, Arap-
aho District 4 Election 
Commissioner Eliza-
beth Birdshead, Chey-
enne District 1 Election 
Commissioner Sandra 
Hinshaw and Cheyenne 
District 3 Election 
Commissioner Ramona 
Welch.

Master of Ceremonies 
for the event was Chief 
Wilbur Bullcoming.

Guest speaker was 
Chief Gordon Yellow-
man, and music was 
provided by Jason Good-
blanket, Kendall Kau-
ley, Roger Davis, Ricky 
Candy and Amick Bird-
shead.

COVID screenings 
upon arrival were con-
ducted by the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes’ 
Dept. of Health.

Above top photo: Cheyenne and Arapaho Gov. Reggie 
Wassana is administered the Oath of Office by Supreme 
Court Justice John Kocher.

Above bottom photo: Lt. Gov. Gib Miles swears an oath to 
office following Gov. Reggie Wassana. (Photos / Rachel Lynn)

Supreme Court Justice John Kocher swear in Election Commissioners, Eliz-
abeth Birdshead, Dale Hamilton Jr., Sandra Hinshaw and Ramona Welch.

Master of Ceremonies Chief Wilbur Bullcoming gives opening remarks at the 
podium.

(CONCHO, OK) Meeting 
for their first regular session 
Jan. 8, 2022, the Ninth Legis-
lature elected Arapaho District 
3 Legislator as the new Speak-
er of the Legislature. Ruiz re-
places Arapaho District 2 Leg-
islator Kendricks Sleeper who 
served as speakaer during the 
Eighth Legislature.

Cheyenne District 1 Legis-
lator Bruce Whiteman Jr. was 
elected as the Assisant Speaker 
for the Ninth Legislature.

The legislature meets on the 
second Saturday of each month 
for their regular monthly meet-
ings beginning at 9 a.m. 

The 2006 Constitution of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes requires the legisature 
to convene for regular sessions 
in Concho, according to Arti-
cle VI, Sec. 6(a), which reads, 
in part, “The Legislature shall 
convene in Concho for twelve 
regular sessions of up to two 
consecutive days beginning on 
the second Saturday of each 
month beginning at 9:00 am 
...”

Arapaho District 3 Legis-
lator Travis Ruiz (r) was elect-
ed as Speaker of the Ninth 
Legislature on Jan. 8, 2022. 
Cheyenne District 1 Legisla-
tor Bruce Whiteman Jr. was 
elected as Assist. Sepaker of 
the Ninth Legisalture.

New Speaker 
of Ninth
Legislature
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Reggie Wassana, governor of the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes, was recently re-
elected to his second term in November. 
During that same election cycle, the Chey-
enne-Arapaho citizenry voted to amend 
the tribal nation’s constitution to decrease 
the blood quantum requirement for citizen-
ship from one-fourth to one-eighth.

Blood quantum is a concept that measures 
the fraction of Indigenous blood that a person 
possesses. However, the measure is histori-
cally controversial, as it limits tribal citizen-
ship and the benefits that accompany it.

A graduate of Weatherford High School, 
Wassana grew up in rural western Oklaho-
ma. He graduated from Southwestern Okla-
homa State University before working for 
his tribe as a director for the Department of 
Housing. After working in housing, Wassana 
was “talked into politics” by other tribal citi-
zens and ran for the District 3 legislative seat. 
After serving District 3, he was selected as 
speaker of the Legislature, before eventually 
running for governor.

Wassana recently answered questions re-
garding his path into politics, the blood quan-
tum requirement change within the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes and other ongoing devel-
opments within his tribe and Indian Coun-
try at large. Headquartered in Concho, the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes are a united, 
federally recognized tribe formed in 1937 by 
Southern Cheyenne and Southern Arapaho 
people.

The following conversation has been 
lightly edited for style, clarity and length.

Tell us about yourself. Where did you 
grow up? What is your professional back-
ground, and why did you get involved in 
politics?

I grew up in rural, western Oklahoma, 
north of Weatherford, Oklahoma. I graduat-
ed from Weatherford. I went on to school to 
OU for a year. I went to Southwestern and 
graduated there at Southwestern. My grand-
parents lived on their own land as part of the 
allotment. They gave my mother a few acres 
to build a house through the Indian Housing 
program. So I pretty much rooted down in 
western Oklahoma. I grew up around a lot of 
relatives. We lived out in the country. Like 
I told people, I hardly saw anybody light in 
the summer, because we always just hung out 
with all of our relatives. So in the upbringing 
circle, I just hung out with our cousins and 
relatives the whole summer after school.

After I graduated, I went to work for the 
tribe. I worked in a planning department. 
Some commissioners of housing wanted me 
to apply as a director. I applied. I got the job. 
Then when I got into housing, I think we 
were pretty successful. We did a lot of things: 
a lot of renovations, purchasing homes. We 
built some buildings for the tribe. So I think 
people kind of talked me into politics. As far 
as, “You did this, you did that, we need some-
body to help us at the tribe.” So I think the 
tribal members’ influence after I worked for 
housing, with all the good things that we’ve 
accomplished, people wanted me to carry 
that forward into the tribal side of politics.

So I eventually ran. I was young at the 
time. Some people said, “Wait till you get 
a little older, a little seasoned and when the 
time is right.” I tried to run two times pri-
or to that, and I couldn’t get on the ballot. 
For whatever political purposes, some peo-
ple didn’t want me on the ballot, because I 
think some people felt that I could win, and 
I would win if I got on the ballot. So I was 
kind of kept off the ballot, more or less. 
When I did get a chance to run, I ran as a 
district representative for the Legislature in 
Cheyenne Arapaho District 3 out in my area. 
I won. I was voted on by the rest of legis-
lators as speaker. I served as speaker of the 
Legislature for two years. But two years into 
my term, the governorship came up. I ran for 
that. We won. And just recently, I ran for my 
second term, and I won this past November. 
So we’ve been pretty successful.

You and Lt. Gov. Gib Miles were re-
cently reelected in the November general 
election. In the October primary election, 
Cheyenne and Arapaho citizens voted to 
lower the blood quantum requirement 
from one-fourth to one-eighth. What sort 
of changes has the tribe seen or do you ex-
pect to see since that referendum passed?

That’s been discussed the last 20 or 25 
years. Even 20 years ago, when people 
would bring it up, there were still a lot of 
people against it. They didn’t want to get a 
lesser degree of services or a revenue share 
from the casinos. So it was always opposed. 
I think a lot of older people had passed on 
in the newer generation with children that 
were quarter-blood or less. They stepped up 
and came out, voted and passed it, but it was 
eventually going to go that way. Because the 
tribe’s enrollment, the majority were quarter 
bloods, which that was our blood quantum. 
I believe those quarters were wanting to see 
their kids or grandchildren get on the roll. So 
it was eventually going to pass.

Dec. 1., we started taking applications for 
enrollment, in which there’s some due dili-
gence and vetting on making sure that they 
are enough blood, their parents are tribal 
members, or however they can come up with 
the eighth degree. So they will be patiently 
going through those applications. I expect 
in the next two to three years, we may have 
3,000 to 6,000 more tribal members on our 
roll, and then maybe even more than that. 
There’s a lot of people who are out there 
who will not only be birthed at an eighth, 
but they’ll already be adults. There’s already 
adults wanting to move their citizenship from 
one tribe to the Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes.

Because the Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes 
are made up of two distinct tribes with 
their own individual histories, do you be-
lieve the blood quantum issue has more 
sensitivity surrounding it within the tribe?

I think it all comes down to a pride in 
heritage for some of the older people. There 
are some people in the tribe that wanted the 
blood quantum to remain because they felt 
that, if we open it up, maybe our future tribal 
citizens may not look like our past genera-

tions. And they didn’t want 
to accept that. But times are 
changing, things are chang-
ing. The philosophies are 
changing with the tribe. The 
outlook is changing. At some 
point, the majority — which 
would be quarters, or halves 
— would have their say. I 
don’t necessarily believe that 
the Cheyenne or the Arap-
aho look at this as a Chey-
enne-Arapaho blood issue. 
They look at it as a mem-
bership issue. The majority 
of the younger people — the 
millennials, Generation X — 
I don’t think they weigh a lot 
on what tribe you are, wheth-
er you’re Cheyenne or Arap-
aho, because a lot of tribal 
members are part Cheyenne 
and part Arapaho. You do get 
to share both bloods to make 
an eight. You don’t have to 
just be an eighth Arapaho or 
an eighth Cheyenne. You get 
to share that blood to become 
an eighth. I think a lot of peo-
ple looked at it as maybe we 
were diluting the blood too 
thinly with an eighth.

Twenty years ago, I would tell people it 
was going to change one day. That day came. 
As these years go by, you’re going to see 
more and more people be an eighth on our 
tribal membership rolls, or a quarter. Because 
we can’t marry each other. We have to go 
outside and and go out and find other tribal 
members or other non-Indians to marry be-
cause we’re all going to be related somehow, 
in that degree. It was probably the time that 
one-eighth came in. It did pass. If we did it 
next year or two or three more years later, it 
would probably pass by an even bigger mar-
gin. But it was coming. That day was coming 
that the blood quantum would be opened up.

At the Sovereignty Symposium, you had 
mentioned that the tribe is looking to pur-
chase land in Colorado, where the Chey-
enne Tribe originated. With the expected 
increase in enrollment, is land expansion 
something the tribe is looking into?

Yeah, with the elections we had, we put 
a lot of things on hold until we could find 
out if we were reelected. Originally, we were 
around the Rockies, like I said, around Den-
ver. When gold was found, we were more or 
less removed from that area. And part of the 
goal is to go back to Colorado and purchase 
some land and build a resource center or eco-
nomic development. We have tribal members 
up there who would like to see some services 
moved into that area. I believe that we have 
just as much right — and as part of our histor-
ical area there, Colorado and Denver — that 
we are looking to do that.

As the governor of a sovereign tribal na-
tion whose territory has not been directly 
connected to the Supreme Court decision 

in McGirt v. Oklahoma, what positive im-
pacts do you see from the decision on your 
citizens? What concerns do you have?

I think they acknowledged the fact that the 
trust issue was not removed. It was tribally 
based and treaty based — that’s how they 
came up with the McGirt decision. But I think 
just the acknowledgement — that may have 
opened up other areas that said that Congress 
— they ratify the treaties — but some trea-
ties, they didn’t take away that land issue or 
that trust issue.

So I think a lot of tribes are going to be 
looking at those kinds of things. It was a pos-
itive ruling, as far as tribes go, to say, “Hey, 
there might be some other issues out there that 
weren’t ever examined.” Because, you know, 
we all think that things have been looked at, 
cut apart and examined. But it just goes to 
show there may be other issues. I think it was 
a good thing as far as the acknowledgement 
that there are still some underlying issues out 
there in Indian Country that may have been 
overlooked. But we’re not part of the McGirt 
decision. We’re in western Oklahoma. That 
involved those eastern tribes on that side. The 
state and the tribes are having their discus-
sions on how they’re going to handle that.

The economy of your tribe has expand-
ed substantially over the last 20 years. 
What has driven that, and what benefits 
and challenges exist now that may not 
have existed a couple decades ago?

Well, of course, the advent of casinos. We 
have six casinos. I’d say we do well. We pro-
vide services. Back in the early ’90s, before 
the advent of casinos, we actually had 70 per-
cent unemployment. So what has definitely 
changed is that there is now income in the 

Reggie Wassana: ‘Times are 
changing’ on blood quantum

By Joe Tomlinson, NonDoc Media

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ Governor, Reggie Wassana

Kendricks Sleeper, like 
many members of the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes, is 
comfortable with any path 
that draws one closer to the 
Creator.

For Sleeper, who serves as 
a tribal legislator and identi-
fies most with his Arapaho 
ancestry, that means a merg-
ing of traditional ways, the 
Native American Church and 
established Christianity.

“My grandma used to take 
us to the Mormon Church 
when we were kids,” Sleep-
er said. “She found her re-
lationship with God through 
that church.”

Sleeper’s family also vis-
ited Apache and Kiowa Prot-
estant churches with friends 
and relatives.

“Some people don’t be-
lieve in Christianity because 
of the history with our peo-
ple, and the non-tribal peo-
ple forcing their religion and 
Bible on us,” Sleeper said. 
“But even before that we had 
a religion, we believed in the 

Creator of everything.”
Max Bear, the tribal his-

toric preservation officer for 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes, said he burns cedar 
and prays every morning.

“It’s like second nature 
now,” he said. “We are a very 
spiritual people. Everything 
we do involves prayer, and 
guidance from the Creator, 
and the spirits that watch 
over us here on this earth.”

Bear said he grew up “in 
the church world, the tradi-
tional world and the Native 
American Church (NAC). It 
all revolves around prayer 
and talking to the Creator.”

Karen Little Coyote was 
raised with her parents’ tra-
ditional ways but also at-
tended the Mennonite church 
in Seiling, Okla., which had 
a Native congregation. The 
preaching was in English but 
the hymns were in the Chey-
enne language.

“My father was what they 
call a Road Man. He was ac-
tive in the Native American 

Church, he and my mother.”  
Little Coyote said it 

seemed perfectly natural, to 
worship in both places.

Sleeper’s grandfather was 

president of a NAC south of 
Calumet, “We have a fire-
place grounds and put up a 
tipi, that’s our church. We 
sit on the ground and pray 

all night until the sun comes 
up.”

At his grandfather’s house 
the tipi would be up nearly 

every weekend for healing 
ceremonies. Peyote was used 
as a medicine, and Sleeper 
said he witnessed many heal-

Spirituality: Traditions and Culture
By Kimberly Burk, C&ATT Correspondent

Pictured is a recently completed mural by Michael Elizondo Jr. inside the newly renovated Native American Church 
building in Concho, Okla. (Courtesy photo)
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On Jan. 6, 2022 the Unit-
ed State Court of Appeals 
for the Tenth Circuit denied 
an appeal filed by defendant 
Tommy Dean Bullcoming, 
and upholding all convic-
tions.

Bullcoming was con-
victed of murdering Linda 
Zotigh on Nov. 21, 2019 in 
federal court.

Bullcoming and Zotigh 
were in an “on again, off 
again” relationship for ap-
proximately two years begin-
ning in 2015.

On Sept. 6, 2017 a little 
before midnight, Hammon 
volunteer firefighter Colin 
Candy noticed smoke com-
ing from Zotigh’s trailer. 
After extinguishing the fire, 
firefighters entered the trailer 
and noticed what appeared 
to be blood on the walls and 

floor of the hallway.
At approximately 2 a.m. 

on Sept. 7, Special Agent 
Micah Ware of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs (BIA) was 
called in to investigate. At 
approximately 6 p.m. that 
same day, Agent Ware dis-
covered Zotigh’s lifeless 
body in a field of tall grass 
several yards off a dirt road. 
Her mouth was covered in 
duct tape and one of her 
wrists. Zotigh had close 
to 70 knife wounds to her 
body, with one that severed 
her jugular vein.

Agent Ware tracked Bull-
coming to El Reno and he 
was arrested at approximate-
ly 3 a.m. on Sept. 8, 2017.

A jury ultimately found 
Bullcoming guilty of 
first-degree felony murder, 
carjacking resulting in death, 
kidnapping resulting in death 
and arson. Following Bull-
coming’s conviction, he filed 

a notice of appeal.
Bullcoming is currently 

serving a life sentence in fed-
eral prison.

To read the full decision 
by the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Tenth Circuit 
visit www.ca10.uscourts.
gov/sites/ca10/files/opin-
ions/010110628115.pdf

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth 
Circuit denies appeal of convicted 
murderer Tommy Lee Bullcoming, 
upholds convictions

Rosemary Stephens
Editor-in-Chief 

As the new year rolled 
into 2022, so did the new 
COVID-19 variant, Omicron.

Omicron rapidly spread 
throughout the state of Okla-
homa and the U.S., prompt-
ing many Tribal Nations to 
once again step up to provide 
access to testing and vaccina-
tions. With available testing 
lacking in the state of Okla-
homa.

As of Monday, Jan. 
10, Oklahoma reported 
over 27,050 new cases of 
COVID-19 in a three-day 
period. Saturday, Jan. 8 there 
were 9,320 new cases, Sun-
day Jan. 9 there were 9,608 
new cases (shattering the 
all-time record for daily new 
cases) and Monday Jan. 10 
there were 8,130 new cases.

The Oklahoma Dept. of 
Health (OKDH) has report-
ed 58 new deaths and the 
cumulative number of provi-
sional deaths, as tracked by 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol (CDC) for Oklahoma is 
12,650.

Also on Monday, Jan. 10, 
the OKDH reported 1,150 
hospitalized with COVID-19, 
23 of which are pediatric cas-
es, including 294 in the inten-
sive care unit.

In December 2021 Okla-
homa saw a total of 41,426 
new cases and hopes for a 
better January 2022 have 
been diminished with the 
state already reporting 
55,713 new cases in the first 
10 days of January.

According to the CDC, 
65.4% of adults in Oklahoma 
have been fully vaccinated 
and 81% have had a least one 
dose. There are no statistics 
for how many in Oklaho-
ma have been boosted with 
a third dose of vaccine, and 
how many children ages 5-17 
have been fully vaccinated.

Compounding the prob-
lem is the lack of testing 
availability throughout the 
state and confusion on how 

long to quarantine and when 
to quarantine. Recently the 
CDC shortened the length 
of quarantine from 10 days 
to five days, stating to stay 
at home for five days and if 
no symptoms or the symp-
toms are resolved after five 
days a person can leave their 
home, but continue to wear 
a mask around others for up 
to an additional five days. 
Research, according to the 
CDC, shows most corona-
virus transmission happens 
from one-to-two days before 
symptoms appear to two-to-
three days after.

Many school districts 
took to social media to an-
nounce the closing of in-per-
son classes throughout Okla-
homa the week of Jan. 10 and 
moving to distance learning 
as the Omicron continues to 
spread like a wildfire among 
teachers and students. As of 
Jan. 11, over 33 public school 
systems had made announce-
ments to transition to distant 
learning in Oklahoma.

In Midwest City and Del 
City, the Mid-Del School 
District opted to close down 
completely Jan. 13-17 as 
‘non-instructional’ days.

“Not only are student and 
teacher absences at critically 
high levels, we also are see-
ing increased staff shortages 
in our kitchens, on our bus-
es and among our substitute 
teaching pool. Our teachers 
have been extraordinari-
ly pressed into service all 
school year covering classes. 
The level we have reached 
this week is simply unsus-
tainable. Unfortunately, our 
community is one of the hot-
test spots in the state right 
now for the Omicron variant 
of COVID-19,” Mid-Del Su-
perintendent Dr. Rick Cobb 
wrote in a letter posted on 
Social Media.

Within the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes, unvaccinat-
ed employees are mandated 
to test weekly, every Tues-
day and vaccinated employ-
ees test once a month on the 

fourth Tuesday of the month. 
Masks are mandated to be 
worn by all employees and 
are screened each morning 
prior to reporting to work.

The Tribal offices are 
closed to the public, except by 
appointment only, with email 
and phone communication 
highly encouraged. How-
ever, the spread of Omicron 
variant has quickly spread 
to tribal employees and their 
families, as well as many 
tribal and non-tribal families 
in many Western Oklahoma 
communities that fall within 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
jurisdiction, prompting Gov. 
Reggie Wassana and the 
tribes’ COVID Task Force 
to close all the tribes’ com-
munity centers, now dubbed 
emergency response centers, 
for social gatherings.

The Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes’ Communi-
ty Health Representatives 
(CHR) continue to perform 
at-home testing for the elder-
ly and disabled individuals of 
all ages, those sick, who are 
unable to get to a testing cen-
ter. They are providing PPE 
and COVID care education, 
along with providing food 
cards from the tribes’ HOPE 
Program. Beginning on Jan. 
13, the tribes’ Mobile Medi-
cal Unit, in partnership with 
the Indian Health Service, 
began to roll out to commu-

nities to administer testing 
and vaccines monthly.

The tribes’ Dept. of Health 
released the following guide-
lines for all tribal employees:

Vaccinated employees 
who test positive – quaran-
tine for five days and test on 
day six. May return to work 
on day six, if asymptomatic. 
Contact the Dept. of Health 
after testing.

Vaccinated employees 
with direct contact – continue 
to work and should self-mon-
itor for five days for signs and 
symptoms, wear a face cov-
ering/mask at all times while 
in the workplace, including 
office. No test needed unless 
signs and symptoms begin.

Unvaccinated employ-
ees with indirect contact 
– self-monitor for 14 days 
wearing a face covering/
mask at all times while in the 
workplace, including office.

Unvaccinated employee 
with close contact to a pos-
itive individual – quaran-
tine for 10 days and return 
on day 11 with a negative 
COVID-19 test.

COVID-19 variant, Omicron, 
spreads rapidly through Oklahoma
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TTRRIIBBAALL  HHUUDD  VVAASSHH  
Helping Tribal Homeless Veterans 

 
This is a program that was developed 

in partnership with the Department of 

Housing and Urban Development (HUD), 

the Department of  Veterans Affairs, and 

the Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribes. “VASH” 

stands for “VA Supported Housing.” It 

was designed to assist homeless Veteran 

families. The VA will provide case management 

and community support services to keep 

Veterans in permanent quality housing in 

the community. 

If you are a homeless tribal veteran and you're interested in receiving housing through the HUD VASH Program , 
please contact Katie Poole with the VA clinic at 405.249.1534. For further questions please contact the CAHA Housing 

Authority at 580.331.2400 and ask for Eileen Salcido. 

 

household. The unemploy-
ment has gone down drasti-
cally. Instead of 100 people 
standing in line for one job, 
you may have 10 jobs for 
one person. So that ratio has 
actually reversed itself from 
no jobs to jobs, people hav-
ing household income where 
they used to actually rely on 
the state support, whether 
it was food stamps or some 
type of monthly assistance 
from the state. So I think 
we’ve taken a lot of people 
off the state assistance rolls. 
A lot of people got jobs. A 
lot of people can provide for 
their families. They can buy 
homes, they can buy cars. 
So I think all in all, not only 
did we provide more services 
and help our elders, but I feel 
we stimulated the economy 
of Oklahoma. Once you get 
families to go out and buy 
cars, you keep people em-
ployed, they buy homes, they 
buy furniture, all those dura-
ble goods, all those services, 
whether it’s food, gas or any-
thing, we put more money 
out there in the economy for 
people to keep their jobs out-
side of the casino jobs. So it 
definitely has changed.

In the ’90s, I remember, 
our budgets were minimal. 
Now our budgets are in the 
millions. We’re able to assist 
the elders and help provide 
them with with good meals, 
health care. Just the longev-
ity of our tribal members 
probably went up three to 
five years simply because it’s 
a little bit easier to live than 
it was in the ’80s and then in 
the early ’90s. But definitely 
with job growth and revenue, 
that has definitely maneu-
vered the tribes in positions 
that they probably would 
have never been in without 
it.

Many people have a 
hard time distinguishing 
between the situations fac-
ing different tribes. What 
should Oklahomans know 
about the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho specifically? 
What should people un-

derstand about your tribe 
and the largest tribes based 
here in Oklahoma?

Our tribe is still real cul-
turally based. We still have 
our ceremonies. We still have 
our cultural events, and we 
still practice our traditions. 
That is something that some 
tribes don’t do a lot of, and a 
lot of it is because of the lo-
cation. Some of the tribes are 
more successful because they 
are around bigger population 
bases. But I feel that our tribe 
still has a lot of heritage and 
still does a lot of cultural and 
ceremonial events that we’ve 
practiced over the past 100 
years. One of the things that 
people should understand is 
that we’ve maintained our 
culture, our heritage and our 
ceremonies, even though 
we’ve managed to kind of get 
into the mainstream of soci-
ety. But you know, we still 
have work to do on keeping 
that, but we still have it. But 
we need our younger people 
to help carry that forward as 
well.

If you had to compete 
in one sport or game for a 
$1 million prize, what com-
petitive activity would you 
pick?

Well, if I was 6’4″, I’d 
probably play basketball. I 
love sports in general. My 
first love was football. I en-
joyed pickup games, basket-
ball. I played golf. I played 
checkers. I played chess. I 
mean, you name it, I’ll play 
it. I’ll do it. And I think that 
was just always the compet-
itive nature in me. I mean, 
I loved football. I thought, 
you know, like every kid, I 
wanted to be a professional 
football player. I enjoy bas-
ketball, too. I ran cross coun-
try. That takes a little bit of 
effort, especially when you 
got to go and run against a 
lot of people. But I like it all. 
I enjoy all sports.

This article first published 
online Jan. 10, 2022 on www.
nondoc.com

WASSANA INTERVIEW
continued from pg. 1

Rosemary Stephens, 
Editor-in-Chief

On any given night where 
a game of basketball is being 
played throughout western 
Oklahoma you will proba-
bly see a young man flitting 
around the court, camera in 
hand, head bowed to capture 
those once in a lifetime imag-
es … not for fame or glory, 
but to give underrepresented 
athletes the exposure Adriel 
(Tofpi) Clements feels they 
deserve.

Owner of AC Media, Cle-
ments, 25 years old, travels 
throughout Oklahoma giving 
small rural high schools, and 
especially Native athletes, 
the exposure he feels they do 
not receive from mainstream 
sports reporting.

“I mainly do smaller schools, they 
don’t get the exposure and it wasn’t 
about me getting famous or popular 
– the main goal of this whole thing is 
to give exposure to these young kids, 
Native and non-Native, in these small 
schools that deserve to be seen,” Clem-
ents said.

And he knows what it’s like coming 
from the small town of Carnegie, Okla., 
home to the Kiowa Tribe, of which he 
is a member.

“I’ve watched some of these guys on 
the Carnegie team grow up and I asked 
them, ‘what do you want to do after 
high school,’ … I didn’t know what I 
wanted to do growing up and for those 
kids the main goal is to give exposure to 
them and give them sports highlights.”

Clements attended school in Carne-
gie from head start to 10th grade before 
moving to Lawton where he attend-
ed Lawton Eisenhower and then later 
to Moore, Okla., where he graduated 
West Moore High School in 2015. It 
was during his time at Carnegie High 
School he attended the Great Plains 
Technology Center and was exposed to 
videography, and thought it would be a 
field he would enjoy working in. He lat-
er attended Moore-Norman Technology 
Center, graduating in 2016, where he 
learned video editing, which led him to 
delve into photography in 2017.

Clements self-taught himself the 

art of photogra-
phy by watching 
hundreds of hours 
of YouTube vid-
eos, listening to 
tech talks, hands 
on trial and error, 
and soaking in ev-
erything he could 
learn about the art 
of videography 
and photography.

The idea of 
owning his own 
company was only 
a dream as he went 
to work for the 
Kiowa Tribe’s lan-
guage department 
in 2018.

“All my stuff was pretty amateur 
back then, in my free time I would 
watch hours and hours of videos, 
learned about apertures and shutter 
speeds, motion blur and I did a ton of 
research.”

He would receive his first invite to 
do a highlight reel for the Riverside 
Indian High School basketball team in 
2018, although he still considered him-
self an amateur, he accepted.

After that first gig, Clements knew 
what he wanted to do and he wanted to 
get better, “I would see other people’s 
work and I wanted to get there … to get 
better.”

It was his dad, Derek Tofpi who sug-
gested Clements set up a business page 
on Facebook. Discussing names, his 
dad suggested calling it 3T Media, for 
the three Tofpi siblings. 

“I said that’s cute, so I went with it,” 
that is up until 2021 when Clements de-
cided to change the name to AC Media 
… and it stuck.

“I did research on becoming a suc-
cessful business and one of the main 
things is the name. It should stand out, 
when people hear it, they know it’s you, 
so I decided to change it in 2021 to AC 
Media, which is my initials basically.”

AC Media, a dream business 
gaining momentum into a reality

Adriel Clements, owner of AC Media, is busy shooting footage at the Slick Hills Invita-
tional Tournament in Apache, Okla. (Photo / Rosemary Stephens)

Photo by Ariel Clements, AC Media. Clements provides 
sports highlight reels and photos for underrepresented ath-
letes in rural community schools.

AC MEDIA  / pg. 6
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Scotty Dale Bigpond

Clara Ann Bushyhead

Marilyn Louise (Osage) Fraser

Lena Rhiannon ‘Annie’ Marjorie
Bearshield-Hunter

Lena Rhiannon “Annie” 
Marjorie Bearshield-Hunter 
“Moehae’voto’nae” (mean-
ing Magpie Feather Woman) 
was born bi-centennial baby 
on Dec. 6, 1976, to John-
ny Bearshield and Mona 
(Doyebi) Bearshield in Clin-
ton, Okla. and passed away 
Dec. 23, 2021 in the Law-
ton Indian Health Service in 
Lawton, Okla.

Annie was raised in Arap-
aho and attended Arapaho 
Schools from kindergarten 
thru graduation in 1995. She 
soon received her gaming 
license and worked for the 
Chippewa Tribes of Mich-
igan. She also worked for 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes of Oklahoma with the 
Head Start Program in 2005 
and 2006. 

Annie was a member of 
the Full Gospel Church and 
has been active in church 
work and sang in church most 
of her life. She has traveled 
to Canada, Michigan, North 

and South Dakota, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Texas, Colorado 
and New Mexico as well as 
several places in Oklahoma 
doing her church ministry.  
She loved children, and was 
affectionately known as 
“Honey” by her nieces and 
nephews, who all adored her.

She met the love of her 
life, Jackie Lee Hunter in 
2004 and they married on 
Nov. 17, 2010, in Lawton. 
She always had a great sense 
of humor and this past year 
her words of wisdom to all 
were “BE kind and love to 
one another.”  

She is preceded in 
death by her father Johnny 
Bearshield and brother John 
Bearshield, Jr. 

She is survived by hus-
band Jackie Lee Hunter, 
two daughters, Moriah Au-
tumn Bearshield and Mad-
dison Taylor Bearshield, 
of the home, along with 
Podo, the four-legged furry 
friend Ferret and her mother 

Mona Bearshield and sister 
Marie “Peanut” Bearsh-
ield, both of Lawton. She is 
also survived by numerous 
other family and friends.   
She will be loved and be 
greatly missed and always 
remember her words “Be 
kind and love one another.

A traditional wake ser-
vice was held Dec. 29 at 
the Clinton Emergency Re-
sponse Center in Clinton, 
Okla. Funeral service was 
held Dec. 30, at the same 
venue officiated by Johnnie 
Seven Starr and Dorla Yeah-
quo. Burial followed at the 
Clinton Indian Cemetery.

Scotty Dale Bigpond 
passed away Dec. 23, 2021, 
in Dulac, LA. Scotty was 
born Jan. 11, 1966 in Law-
ton, Okla. He graduated from 
Coweta High School where 
he played football. Scotty 
worked in highway construc-
tion and enjoyed bead work 
and fishing.

He is survived by his fa-
ther Ethan Allen Bigpond 
Sr. of Glenpool, Okla.; son 
Scotty Dale Bigpond Jr. of 

Houma, LA, Miranda Big-
pond of Chicago, Ill., brother 
Gibson Charles Bigpond, of 
Glenpool and sister Kogee 
Bigpond of Sapulpa, Okla.

His mother, Maureen 
Gladys (Haag) Bigpond, and 
brother, Ethan Allen Bigpond 
Jr. preceded him in death.

An all night wake service 
was held Jan. 6 at the Concho 
Emergency Response Center 
in Concho, Okla. Funeral 
service was held Jan. 7, at 

the same venue, followed by 
a burial at the Concho Indian 
Cemetery in Concho, Okla.

Marshall Keith Black
Marshall Keith Black 

passed away Dec. 21, 2021 
in Oklahoma City. Keith was 
born May 23, 1955 in Clin-
ton, Okla.

He attended Ft. Sill Indi-
an Boarding School, where 
he participated in track, 
football, and baseball. He 
attended Haskell Universi-
ty in Lawrence, Kansas and 
received an associate degree 
in culinary arts from Oklaho-
ma State University Institute 
of Technology in Okmul-
gee. Later he moved to Cal-
ifornia. When he returned to 
Oklahoma he lived in Grac-
emont and El Reno before 
moving to Yukon. Keith was 
a wildlands firefighter.

He is survived by his 

children, Christopher Keith 
Black of New York City, 
and Bambi Heather Black 
of Van Nuys, Calif., adopt-
ed children, Paula, Bradley, 
Eric and Richard Goodbear; 
brother Byron Black; sisters, 
Brenda Black and Marvina 
Black, half-brother James 
Charles Warden; half-sis-
ter Janice Logan; and niec-
es, nephews, and numerous 
grandchildren.

His father, Marvin Earl 
Black Sr.; mother June Rose 
Warden Black; grandparents, 
Dana Black and Mae Debrae 
Black; and siblings, Marvin 
Earl Black Jr., Michael Law-
rence Black, Melvin Ray 
Black, Mervin D. Warden, 
and Myrna Ruth Black pre-

ceded him in death.
An all night wake service 

was held Dec. 29 at the Con-
cho Emergency Response 
Center in Concho, Okla. Fu-
neral service was held Dec. 
30, at the same venue, fol-
lowed by an interment at the 
Concho Indian Cemetery in 
Concho, Okla.

Clara Ann Bushyhead 
passed away Jan. 5, 2022, at 
SSM St. Anthony Hospital in 
Oklahoma City.  

Clara was born July 3, 
1964, in Clinton, Okla.

She was a graduate of El 
Reno High School. Clara’s 
employment with the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes 
was in various areas includ-
ing public relations. She was 
active in the tribal commu-
nity and was a tribal repre-
sentative on the board for El 
Reno Main Street. She was 
an advocate for tribal youth 
and spent many years work-
ing on programs that pro-
moted substance abuse pre-
vention. Clara was a music 

enthusiast and enjoyed 
attending concerts. She also 
enjoyed making jewelry, 
OU football, traveling, and 
caring for her family.

She is survived by her 
children, Andy Mendez of 
El Reno, Connor Bushy-
head of York, Pennsylva-
nia, and Zachard Blackowl 
of El Reno; brother Charles 
Bushyhead of El Reno; sister 
Jesse Bushyhead of Clinton; 
grandchildrlen, Kobe, Kyera, 
Cobyn, Peytyn and Caitlyn 
Mendez; and great-grand-
child Kendall Kozak.

Her father, Charles “Hen-
ry” Dawes Bushyhead; 
mother, Kathleen Bushy-
head, and granddaughter, 

Ashlyn Mendez preceded 
her in death.

Wake service was held 
Jan. 12 at the Concho Emer-
gency Response Center in 
Concho, Okla. A graveside 
service, officiated by Rev. 
Gerald Panana, was held 
Jan. 13 at the Concho Indian 
Cemetery in Concho, Okla.

Marilyn Louise (Osage) 
Fraser was born Aug. 1, 
1984, in Clinton, Okla. to Joe 
David Osage and Roberta 
Ann Blackbear-Osage. She 
departed this life on Dec. 28, 
2021 in Oklahoma City. 

Marilyn grew up in 
Weatherford, Okla. where 
she spent most of her grade 
school and middle school 
years. She graduated from 
Riverside Indian School in 
2003. She married Adam 
Fraser in May 2010. They 
made their home in Clin-
ton, where they were raising 
their nine beautiful children, 
Joseph David, Savannah 
Grace, Jerry Wayne, Kit Fox, 
Kimber Rain, Augustine 
Miles, Charlotte Ann, Katie 
Marie, and Ada Mae. 

Marilyn lived her life to 
the fullest. She deeply cared 
about everyone and would 
go out of her way to lend a 
hand. She enjoyed cooking, 
reading, beading, watching 

different TV series, taking 
her kids to the park. As soon 
as the weather was right, she 
spent many days with her 
children at RomanNose State 
Park, where they would stay 
all day in the cold springs. 
Marilyn had the utmost re-
spect and admiration for our 
Cheyenne way of life. She 
took pride in raising her chil-
dren around the Cheyenne 
Sundance, along with partic-
ipating in Native American 
Church services, sweat cer-
emonies, and the powwow 
circle. Marilyn always want-
ed a big family. She was a 
great mother and loved all of 
her children with everything 
she had. 

Marilyn leaves behind her 
husband Adam and children, 
mother Roberta Osage, fa-
ther Joe David Osage, sister 
and brother-in-law Dorothy 
and Raymond Inoa, sister 
and brother-in-law Julia and 
Anthony Merrill, sister Julie 

Osage, aunt and uncle Mar-
ilyn and Jose Martinez, and 
Aunt Alicia Osage.

She is also survived by 
numerous cousins, niec-
es and nephews, aunts and 
uncles, and other extend-
ed family. Marilyn will be 
greatly missed by everyone.

An all-night traditional 
wake service was held Dec. 
30 at the Watonga Emergen-
cy Response Center in Wa-
tonga, Okla. Funeral service 
was held Dec. 31, at the same 
venue, followed by an inter-
ment at the Canton Chief’s 
Cemetery in Canton, Okla.

Neal Henry
Neal Henry was born 

Oct. 13, 1970 to Cordell and 
Elaine (Oldcamp) Henry in 
Clinton, Okla. and passed 
away Dec. 21, 2021 in the 
Oklahoma University Medi-
cal Center in Oklahoma City. 

Neal was raised in Clin-
ton and graduated from Clin-
ton High School in 1988. He 
soon attended truck driving 
school at the Vocational 
Technology Center in Ft. 
Cobb, Okla. He has been 
a trucker most of his adult 
life. He has worked for New 
Park, FDS, Circle S Paving, 
Mud Trans in Elk City where 
he medically retired in 2015.  

He was a member of the In-
dian Baptist Church; spent 
time with his grandchildren; 
listening to music and going 
to concerts. He also enjoyed 
working on trucks and cars. 

He is survived by four 
daughters, Alyssa Henry, 
Maddy Henry, Gracie Henry 
and Emily Henry, son Bran-
don Henry Sr., all of Clinton, 
brother Everett Oldcamp of 
Tulsa, Okla. He is also sur-
vived by nine grandchildren.

He is preceded in death by 
his parents, and sister Lean-
dra Bearshield. 

A wake service was held 
Dec. 26 at the Kiesau Lee 

Funeral Chapel in Clinton, 
Okla. Funeral service was 
held Dec. 27 at the Clinton 
Indian Baptist Church, offici-
ated by Rev. Gerald Panana, 
followed by an interment at 
the Colony Indian Cemetery 
in Colony, Okla.Jaeshon Maurice Lime

Jaeshon Maurice Lime 
died Dec. 19, 2021 at Integ-
ris Baptist Medical Center in 
Oklahoma City. Jaeshon was 
born Sept. 28, 1989 in Seil-
ing, Okla.

He is survived by his fa-
ther Maurice Lime; brothers, 
Jerad Lime and Isaiah Lime; 
and sister Gwen Lime, all of 
El Reno, Okla.

His mother, Florence 

Nightwalker Lime, and a 
brother, Anthony Lime, pre-
ceded him in death.

An all night wake service 
was held Dec. 27 at the Con-
cho Emergency Response 
Center in Concho, Okla. Fu-
neral service was held Dec. 
28, at the same venue, fol-
lowed by an interment at the 
El Reno City Cemetery in El 
Reno, Okla.

Louise White Horse
Louise White Horse, 74, 

of Seiling, Okla. passed 
from this life on Dec. 23, 
2021.  She was born to Harry 
and Mary (Little Man) White 
Horse on Feb. 15, 1947 in 
rural Fonda, Okla. Louise 
grew up in the Canton and 
Seiling area, graduating from 
Seiling High School with 
the Class of 1967.  She then 
graduated from Draughon’s 
Business College in Oklaho-
ma City.  

Louise was then married 
to Frank Nelson Buffalo-
meat. The couple made their 
home in Lame Deer, Mont. 
before moving to Gage, 
Okla. and finally back to 
Seiling. Louise worked for 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Tribes in transportation for 
the C.H.R. Program. She 
loved singing and dancing, 
and always looked forward 
to powwows and the Sun-
dance.

Louise is preceded in 
death by her parents, Harry 
and Mary; two sons, Wil-
liam “Burk” Buffalomeat 
and Wylan Buffalomeat; 
four brothers, Truman White 
Horse, Oliver Charles White 
Horse, Stirling White Horse, 
Terry White Horse, and a sis-
ter Laverne Lime.

She is survived by her 
children Wymola White 
Horse, and Nelson Buffalo-
meat; brother Merlin White 
Horse; many grandchildren, 
great grandchildren, nieces, 

nephews, other relatives and 
friends.

A traditional Cheyenne 
wake service was held Dec. 
30 at the Seiling Emergency 
Response Center in Seiling, 
Okla. Funeral service was 
held Dec. 31, at the same 
venue, followed by a burial 
at the Brumfield Cemetery.

Kaitlyn Rose Willey
Kaitlyn Rose Willey died 

Dec. 26, 2021 at St. Anthony 
Hospital in Midwest City.  

Kaitlyn was born July 
27, 2007, in Lander, Wyo.  
She lived most of her life 
in Geary, Okla. and was a 
member of the Watonga Indi-
an Baptist Church. She was 
a 9th grade student at Star 
Spencer High School where 
she participated in J.R.O.T.C. 
and the Star Spencer Dance 
Team. Her goal was to be-
come a cosmetologist.

She is survived by her 
mother, Rebecca Willey, 
of the home in Spencer; fa-

ther, Andrew “Ken Willey, 
of Geary; siblings, Angelina 
Willey and John Willey, both 
of the home; and grandpar-
ents, Mona Russell Wright of 
Enid and Andrew and Sylvia 
Willey of Ponca City.  

Her great-grandparents, 
Cheyenne Chief Harvey and 
Frances Russell, and Rev. 
Lester and Almeda Whitepi-
geon, preceded her in death.

An all night wake service 
was held on Jan. 4, 2022 
at the Concho Emergency 
Response Center in Con-
cho, Okla. Funeral service 
was held Jan. 5, with Pastor 

Jay Mule and Rev. Emmett 
McKenzie officiating, fol-
lowed by an interment at the 
Concho Indian Cemetery in 
Concho, Okla.
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Roegil Wanda Brown
Roegil Wanda Brown of 

Norman, Okla., passed away 
on Dec. 22, 2021, at the age 
of 70. Roegil was born to 
Gilbert and Rose Whitebird 
on Sept. 17, 1951. She grew 
up in the Oklahoma City 
area, attending Classen High 
School, and later, Moore 
Norman Technology Center, 
where she graduated as a 
Dental Lab Technician, a ca-
reer she enjoyed for 30 years.

Roegil was simultane-
ously the rock and backbone 
of her family, as well as a 
gentle soul who cared deep-
ly about animals, especially 
dogs, cats, and a horse, Gin-
ger, whom she had a special 
bond with. She enjoyed arts 
and crafts, especially Native 
American beadwork. She 
proudly sold her jewelry at 

craft shows and powwows 
over the years. She was an 
excellent homemaker and 
cook, and her Indian tacos 
were legendary, nobody 
could make frybread like 
Roegil.

More than anything in 
this life she loved to spend 
time with her family, espe-
cially her husband Ben, and 
her precious children and 
grandchildren. She will be 
truly missed by all those who 
knew and loved her.

She was preceded in 
death by her mother Rose 
Madbull-Whitebird and fa-
ther Gilbert Whitebird.

Roegil is survived by her 
loving husband of 39 years, 
Benjamin Brown Jr.; her 
children, daughter Rosemary 
Grove, and sons Anthony 

Brown, Christopher Tee, and 
Virgil Tee Jr.; her grandchil-
dren Kayli Grove, Justin Tee, 
Tanner Grove, Nakaiya Tee, 
Cheyenne Tee, and Kendall 
Tee; as well as her favorite 
niece, Wanda Bighorse.

A visitation was held Dec. 
27 at the John M. Lynlee 
Mae Chapel in Moore, Okla. 
Funeral service was held 
Dec. 28, at the same venue.

Christopher Lee Marris
Christopher Lee Marris 

was born June 28, 1966 at 
the Altus Air Force Base to 
Edwyn Austin and Patricia 
Ruth (Old Crow) Marris and 
passed away Jan. 6, 2022, at 
his home in Norman, Okla., 
at the age of 55 years, 6 
months and 8 days. 

Christopher was raised 
and attended school in Ir-
ving, Texas, graduating with 
the Class of 1984.  He re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree 
from Haskell Indian Nation 
University in computer sci-
ence. Christopher furthered 
his education at DeVry Uni-

versity. He was an indepen-
dent IT tech. Christopher en-
joyed music, concerts, Dallas 
Cowboys and OU Football 
and spending time with fam-
ily and friends

Christopher is survived 
by his brother Eddie Marris 
of Irving, his sister Tricia Pe-
terson and husband Jack, of 
Norman; nephew Tyler Boyd 
and wife, Carmen of Nor-
man; niece Lindsay Boyd 
and fiancé, James Spake of 
Norman; and great-nephew 
Flint Boyd. 

Christopher was preceded 
in death by his parents, ma-

ternal grandparents, Lillian 
Pratt Toahty and Denny Old 
Crow; and paternal grand-
parents, Mart Lee and Anne 
Tom Marris.

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

Natasha Leah Scott
Natasha Leah Scott was 

born Aug. 29, 1983, in Law-
ton, Okla. She passed away 
on Jan. 5, 2022, at South-
western Hospital in Lawton, 
at the age of 38 years. 

 Tasha grew up in Binger, 
Okla., and graduated from 
Binger-Oney High School 
in 2002. She was a die-hard 
Oklahoma State University 
fan, a wonderful fierce lov-
ing mother and lived for her 
babies. She would do any-
thing for anyone. She was a 
great babysitter, great cook 
and made the best frybread. 
She made custom special-
ty tumblers, t-Shirts, and 
tiles. Tasha loved to travel 
and really enjoyed going to 
Arkansas and New Mexico. 
She loved to eat, especially if 
she didn’t have to cook, but 
she could cook a meal from 
nothing, and it was always 
good. Tasha loved people, 
meeting new people, loved 

her grandma Scott and her 
entire family. She was saved 
at a young age. 

Survivors include her 
husband Aaron Rhoads, 
her children; Autumn 
Rhoads, Adrian Rhoads, her 
step-children; Alissa Rhoads 
and Avan Rhoads, her par-
ents, Bobby and Mary Scott 
of Mustang, Okla., sisters; 
Stephanie Keener and hus-
band Kyle of Sickles, Okla., 
Lacey Hall and husband Jes-
se of Mustang, nieces; Kayli, 
Aubree and Alexa, her aunt 
Kathy Duffy and husband 
Patrick; mother Tonya Rou-
lain, sisters, Alicia Clayton 
and Keenan Manseet, Jessica 
Clayton and Bobby Perry, 
Cheyenne Jarvis  and broth-
ers Kinion Jarvis and Kevin 
Clayton Jr.; special niece 
Senee, nieces and nephews, 
Keiley, Trenton, Attikus, 
Anthony Jr., Devin, Amare, 
Jacoby, and Kyrie,  as well 

as many other relatives and 
friends. 

Tasha was preceded in 
death by her grandparents, 
W. G. and Tona Scott, Doyle 
and Dora Locke, Ruth Rou-
lain and Thrisha Roulain. 

Wake service was held 
Jan. 11 at the Caddo Nation 
Tribal Complex. Funeral ser-
vice was held Jan. 12 at the 
Longview Church in Bin-
ger, Okla., with Rev. Bobby 
Broyles and Rev. Dennis 
King officiating, followed by 
a burial at Murray Cemetery 
in Binger, Okla.

Muriel Alice Wakolee
Muriel Alice Wakolee, 

age 74, of Shawnee, Okla. 
passed away Jan. 4, 2022 
surrounded by family. 

Muriel was born to Eve-
lyn (Brave) Haney and Ru-
dolf Lefthand on March 4, 
1947 in Oklahoma City.  She 
was raised by her other fa-
ther, Norman Haney Sr., and 
was the oldest of four chil-
dren. 

Muriel attended Stroth-
ers Schools, Shawnee High 
School and Haskell Junior 
College.  

She married David Wa-
kolee on Sept. 3, 1983 at 
Friends Church. 

Muriel was a member 
of the Arapaho and Sioux 
Tribes, respectively.  Muriel 
was a member of the Nagaw-
ee United Methodist Church. 
She enjoyed spending time 
with family and listening to 
some Rod Stewart and El-

vis. Muriel enjoyed playing 
softball and basketball and 
loved to read. She will be re-
membered for her kindness 
and the willingness to make 
anyone she came across to 
feel special. She will also be 
remembered as the best me-
maw to all who knew her. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Evelyn 
Haney, Rudolf Lethand and 
Norman Haney Sr.; brothers, 
Michael Haney and Norman 
Haney Jr. 

She is survived by her 
husband David Wakolee of 
the home; children, Tisho-
mingo Waldon and wife 
Devona of Oklahoma City, 
Aloma Waldon of Shawnee, 
Chuffee Waldon Sr. and wife 
Keri of Shawnee, Hannah 
Wakolee and husband Eric 
Brassfield of Shawnee; sister 
Janet Byington and husband 
Tim of McLoud; 13 grand-

children; 17 great-grand-
children; numerous nieces, 
nephews, cousins and many 
loving friends and extended 
family. To her everyone was 
family. 

Wake service was held 
Jan. 7 at the Hitchitee United 
Methodist Church in Semi-
nole, Okla. Funeral service 
will held Jan. 8, at the same 
venue, officiated by Timothy 
Byington and Stephen Floch, 
followed by a burial at the 
Hitchitee Church Cemetery 
in Seminole, Okla.

As with every aspect of 
life in Oklahoma, when 
COVID hit in 2020 things 
changed for Clements. He 
was furloughed from his 
job, and he felt he was at 
a standstill in his life.

But what seemed to be 
a setback, just might have 
been the start of the ball 
rolling for AC Media. 
Clements had the free 
time to really delve into 
his passion of photogra-
phy/videography and the evolution of 
his dream started to become a reality.

“After the pandemic hit, I really got 
a different perspective in 2021 – I was 
given the opportunity to travel with 
the Oklahoma Runners to the NA-
BI’s, which my dad and Reggie Island 
coaches that high school team, and 
when I got back that’s when the spark 
was lit,” Clements said. He changed 
the name, and he hasn’t looked back 
yet.

As more and more people began 
seeing his work posted on Social 
Media, and word spread by word of 
mouth, Clements began receiving 
more and more invites to capture different events.

“I do videos/photos for the Kiowa Tribe, and the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes’ Education executive director, Carrie 
(Whitlow) contacted me and asked me if I would be interest-
ed in photographing their event … when I was introduced as 
the photographer for the event it just made me sit back and 
say, ‘WOW.’”

Clements said the advice he would give to any kid coming 
out of high school is don’t be afraid to fail, “or to fall on your 
face because at the end of the day it makes you better. Just 
have hope, trials and tribulations make you better. Don’t be 
afraid to fail because failure is one of life’s important teachers 
and I believe that.”

To contact AC Media call/text 580-919-8795, email adri-
elclements902@gmail.com. You can also follow AC Media 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/AKM3TACMedia_.

AC MEDIA
continued from pg. 4
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Rosemary Stephens
Editor-in-Chief

When the highly ac-
claimed motion picture, 
Killers of the Flower 
Moon, releases there 
will be one star who will 
stand out from the rest 
for Annette and Brandon 
Nowlin. Their 3-year-
old son Bravery Nowlin. 
Bravery, will be playing 
the character Cowboy 
Burkhart, son of Mol-
lie and Ernest Burkhart, 
played by Lily Gladstone 
and Leonardo DiCaprio.

Although Bravery may 
be too young to realize it 
yet, but his debut in the 
film may be one of many 
acting roles to come for 
Bravery … and his broth-
er Braylon, 10, and his 
sister, Brynlee who is 8.

And it won’t just be 
Killers of the Flower 
Moon the Nowlin family 
will be watching closely. 
The new series 1883, a 
prequel to the popular se-
ries, Yellowstone, is also 
on their watch list as their 
daughter Brynlee will be 
acting in two episodes. 
As a matter of fact, there 
is a whole list of upcom-
ing productions the entire 
family have roles in, big 
and small, making it a 

‘family affair.’
Annette said the year 

2021 has been a year 
of big changes in their 
lives and never expected, 
“our journey to turn into 
something so amazing.”

“We had seen the post-
ings on Facebook look-
ing for Native American 
extras for the film Killers 
of the Flower Moon,” 
Annette said. So, she 
sent in photos of the kids 
thinking it would be fun 
for them to be on a mov-
ie set for a day. Little did 
she know three weeks 
later she would receive 
a phone call saying they 
really liked Bravery, (2 
years old at the time), her 
youngest son for a main 
character in the film.

But first she was asked 
to film Bravery in three 
different audition tapes of 
him doing certain things.

“They wanted to see 
him doing different 
things, like catching a 
ball, following direc-
tions, being introduced 
by another person and 
seeing how he reacts to 
loud noises. He has his 
own little drum, so one 
of the videos we had him 
playing his drum,” An-
nette said.

A month went by and 

one day she received a 
call telling her Martin 
Scorsese, the producer, 
really liked Bravery for 
a main part, although she 
really didn’t know which 
part until they received 
the script.

“We signed all the 
contracts and when we 
got the scripts I was like, 
‘oh he’s going to be play-
ing Leonardo DiCaprio’s 
son, Cowboy Burkhart 
… it was so unexpected 
and so crazy,” Annette 
said.

From there it seemed 
the entire family began 
to be chosen for different 
parts in different produc-
tions throughout the year.

Their daughter Bryn-
lee will also appear in a 
scene in Killers of the 
Flower Moon of kids 
playing outside, and was 
chosen to appear in the 
new series, 1883, and her 
brother Braylon.

“She got to be on the 
set for a day surrounded 
by Leonardo and Robert 
DeNiro, but she could’ve 
cared less because she 
didn’t know who they 
were or that they were fa-
mous, but she loves act-
ing. We really started this 
because of my daughter. 
She loves to do pageants 

and kept telling us she 
wanted to be in movies 
and on TV. She has done 
so good and I guess ev-
eryone else kind of just 
follows her,” Annette said 
laughing about the unex-
pected turn their lives 
took when she submitted 
their photos for different 
productions. She said she 
never imagined sending 
in clips of the kids would 
turn into something like 
it has, “but they all love it 
a lot and that’s what mat-
ters most to me.”

The list of other films/
series the Nowlin’s have 
acting parts include, Land 
of Gold, Hulu series Iron 
Mike, a hallmark mov-
ie Looking For Dr. Love 
and a short film entitled, 
Forward with no Sound 
at All.

Killers of the Flower 
Moon was filmed in and 
around Pawhuska, Okla. 
and is based on the book 
by David Grann. Set in 
the 1920s in Oklahoma, 
the film depicts the se-
rial murder of members 
of the Osage Nation for 
their land after big oil 
deposits were discovered 
beneath their land. The 
crimes became known as 
the ‘Osage Reign of Ter-
ror.’  

Acting becomes a family affair
For Brandon and Annette Nowlin, and their three children, Bravery, 3, Brynlee, 8 and 

Braylon, 10, the year 2021 changed their idea of a family ‘outing’

Two year old Bravery Nowlin on the set of ‘Killers of 
the Flower Moon’ with actor Leonardo DiCaprio. (Photos 
submitted by Annette Nowlin)

Brynlee Nowlin, 8 (left) on the set of the new series 
‘1883’.

Annette Nowlin holds her son Bravery as they pose for a 
photo with Lily Gladstone who plays Mollie Burkhart.

Brandon Nowlin with his two children Braylon Nowlin, 
10, and Brynlee Nowlin, 8.

Rosemary Stephens
Editor-in-Chief

A father’s love for his 
son knows no boundaries. 
Whether born of him or not, 
it is a love that transcends 
throughout a lifetime for 
John Fields Sr., Cherokee, 
when talking about his son 
John Fields Jr.

It is because of that love 
John Sr. wanted to share the 
story of his son’s life with 
others and to show his son a 
small token of what their re-
lationship has meant to him 
as a father.

John Jr., a citizen of the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes, came into John Sr. 
and his wife, Connie’s lives 
at the age of 3 months old.

“I said all my life if I ever 
had a son, I would name 
him after me, and it doesn’t 
matter he is my adopted son, 
that part isn’t important … I 
mean it is important for him 
to know he was adopted, but 
it’s not important if anyone 
can understand that,” John 
Sr. said.

John Sr., an enrolled cit-
izen of Cherokee Nation, 

a Viet Nam Veteran and 
what he describes him-
self as, “an oxymoron, 
anti-bad police, pretty far 
left Native Veteran.” He 
and his wife were mar-
ried in 1967 and were 
looking forward to a life 
together and children. 
But as time passed, they 
learned they were unable 
to have children, and 
there seemed to be no 
medical explanation as to 
why. After awhile, they 
both sat down together 
and decided they wanted 

A Father’s Love
Exceeds all Barriers

John Fields Jr. (left) with his grandson Channing and 
his father John Fields 

John Fields Jr. senior year at 
Miami High School in Miami, 
Okla.FATHER’S LOVE / pg. 8
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TRADITIONS, CULTURE
continued from pg. 2

FATHER’S LOVE
continued from pg. 7

ings.
Healing ceremonies were 

once more intertribal, Sleep-
er said.

“A lot of the ways we 
conduct the ceremonies 
come from Apache ways.”

Sleeper said one person 
might ask a Road Man to 
conduct a peyote meeting 
for a particular need, “but 
others who attend bring their 
own troubles. Recently a 
man whose wife had just 
died came and was able to 
let out his emotions, to shed 
tears for his wife. He really 
got a blessing in his time of 
mourning.”

Bear, whose father was 
Kiowa, said his family at-
tended the Indian Baptist 
Church in El Reno when he 
was growing up, and some-
times other Indian churches 
for revivals. His mother also 
practiced traditional Chey-
enne and Arapaho ways.

“Growing up, we learned 
Kiowa church hymns, and 
Cheyenne and Arapaho 

hymns. They were Native 
American Christian hymns, 
done in tribal languages. I 
always knew them by heart, 
but there was a Cheyenne 
hymnbook. It came with the 
hymns on cassette tapes.”

Before he reported for 
Navy boot camp, a NAC 
service was held for he and 
his U.S. Army-bound broth-
er and nephews.

One day he was standing 
in formation in boot camp 
and smelled burning cedar.

Another time he was on 
a ship in the middle of the 
ocean, taking a break lean-
ing over the rails, “and again 
I could smell cedar. I think it 
was because somebody was 
thinking about me at that 
time. I came home without a 
scratch.”

Little Coyote, a Chey-
enne cultural specialist who 
also works for the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes, said 
spirituality is a big part of 
keeping the culture alive.

“Every night before 
we went to bed, my mom 
prayed. Most times she 
cried when she prayed. She 

prayed in Cheyenne. Prayer 
is still an important part of 
my life, as it is with my chil-
dren and my grandchildren.”

Keeping spiritual tradi-
tions “is a good road of life, 
a good way to live. When I 
chose my road of life, my 
whole life changed. It’s real. 
I’ve seen miracles because 
of our ceremonies. When 

you believe in our way of 
life, good things will come 
to you.”

Sleeper said he attends 
the NAC as often as he can, 
but as an elected official he 
doesn’t like to make a show 
of it. 

“My grandpa said to keep 
politics and religion sepa-
rate,” he said. “When we 
go, we are all equal, we sit 
on the ground, on Mother 
Earth.” 

Bear said he prays for his 
family, his friends, his ene-
mies and all living creatures. 

“I’m the last person I ask 
for blessings for. You are 
taught to pray for the per-
son on the other side of the 
world from you.”

Kendricks Sleeper who 
serves as the Arapaho Dis-
trict 2 Legislator

Karen Little Coyote pic-
tured with Bearsun in 2021.

Max Bear (far left) in 
2019 at the National Native 
American Veterans Memo-
rial unveiling in Washing-
ton, D.C.

Big Time Sue
Happy 70th Birthday

Jan. 27
You can sing & dance for 

us any time!

Happy Birthday 
Amanda Wister

F rom your Elk City 
aunties & cousins

Happy Birthday 
Charlize Hatch

F rom the Elk City 
Gang

Congratulations to Melvina 
Osage for completing the 

MelRose Construction 
Trades Program at Frances 
Tuttle Technology Center!
We are very proud of you! 
Keep up the good work!

The OROC Crew

Congratulations
Trevor TallBear 
December 

Student of the month. 
We are very proud of you. 

Love mom, dad, 
 Kitty, Walk up, Wintersky 
and your older brother 

and sisters

Olivia’s family would 
like to wish Olivia a 

Happy 20th Birthday 
and many, many more 

on January 22!

Happy 45th 

Wedding 

Anniversary to 

Puddy & Gail

Jan. 27

to adopt.
They applied at sever-

al different places but went 
through the state of Oklaho-
ma and not a private organi-
zation. The call they so des-
perately wanted finally came 
in December 1970, when 
their caseworker asked them 
to come to Oklahoma City 
from Miami, Okla.

“Our caseworker called 
us, and we traveled to Okla-
homa City, and I can’t tell 
you which building we went 
into, but I can visualize it in 
my mind in intimate detail,” 
John Sr. said. He described 
the moment they brought 
in a 3-month-old little boy 
dressed in a light brown, 
checkered little outfit, “who 
had cradle cap so bad it 
looked like someone had put 
a cup of lard on top of his lit-
tle head.”

“If someone had said 
boo right then I would have 
jumped up and ran, I was that 
nervous, but I also had that 
same feeling the day I was 
sitting in that little ante room 
fixing to go out and get mar-
ried,” he said as he laughed 
out loud.

John Sr. said they hand-
ed him this tiny bundle as a 
million thoughts were going 
through his mind, “I looked 
down into these huge black 
colored eyes and it was like 
he was looking right through 
you, no expression and when 
he reached up and grabbed 
my thumb, for me it was 
a done deal. It was like he 
said, ‘I’m here don’t let me 

go.’ We left, and because 
he had colic really bad, he 
cried all the way from Okla-
homa City to Miami and we 
went straight to my parent’s 
house.”

He said his wife Connie 
looked so proud and they 
were so in love already even 
though the adoption process 
would take up to a year.

“He was already a part of 
me and always has and al-
ways will be.”

Although the adoption 
was a ‘closed’ adoption, and 
no information was given 
about John Jr.’s birth parents, 
John Sr. and his wife had al-
ready made their first import-
ant decision … they would 
not ever hide the fact that he 
was adopted.

“My mom, who I consid-
er the most intelligent wom-
an I’ve ever met, said to us 
‘if you hide something from 
a kid like that and they find 
out, their thought process 
would be something was 
wrong with it because you 
hid it,’ so we never did hide 
it from John Jr.”

Growing up John Sr. said 
his son was just a really good 
kid, “He was smart, sharp, a 
good athlete, captain of the 
football team and captain of 
the wrestling team. He made 
the National Honor Society 
and was just a teddy bear … 
until you backed him into a 
corner.”

John Jr. graduated from 
Miami High School in 1987. 
In his senior year he was 
interviewed for a football 
scholarship to Georgetown 
University, but as luck would 
have it, he hurt his shoulder 
that year and the scholarship 
fell through. He would end 
up attending Haskell Univer-
sity in Lawrence, Kansas.

It was at that time, when 
John Jr. turned 18 that his 
mom and dad sat him down 
and told him they would do 
everything they could to find 
out who his birth mother and 
father were, even hiring an 
attorney to track down the 
information.

They would later find 
out John Jr.’s birth mother 

and father were members of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes and were just kids in 
an Indian school when John 
Jr. had been born in Septem-
ber 1970.

“John Jr. has been able 
to reconnect with his birth 
family and is a member of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes. His mother passed 
away from COVID in 2020 
in El Reno, but he had gotten 
the chance to get to know her, 
and he helped with all the ar-
rangements and has met two 
or three of his siblings. He 
is proud of his heritage, and 
he knows I am proud of him. 
We never part without saying 
I love you and we don’t use 
words like half, step or foster 
… they are children, grand-
children, and great-grand-
children.

John Jr., now 51 years old, 
and his wife have been mar-
ried 32 years and they have 
three children by birth, ad-
opted a set of twins and they 
currently have three foster 
children through the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes.

“There are so many things 
I am so proud of with John 
Jr., the way he takes care of 
his children, then the way he 
takes children into his home, 
and he has raised his grand-
children, my great-grand-
children. He has worked hard 
from the age of 18 and has 
provided for his family. He is 
the son I always dreamed of 
having,” John Sr. said.

Last month on Dec. 18 
John Sr. did what he does 
every year, he called his son 
to tell him it was the, “51st 
anniversary of the best day 
of my life, one of the best 
days, the other day was my 
marriage and the adoption of 
my daughter. We celebrate 
two days for my kids, their 
birthday and then they have 
a special day, the day we be-
came a family.”

And no matter how old 
John Jr. gets, in the eyes of 
his father he will always 
be that tiny bundle of love 
with the big black eyes that 
changed his life forever.

Left is John Fields Jr., 
now 51 years old with his 
grandson Channing and 
his son Blaine Fields.

Below is a link for an 
online survey being con-
ducted to gather a Tribal 
Justice System Needs 
Assessment. This assess-
ment is step one of the 
Tribes creating a tribal ac-
tion plan for the Tribal Jus-
tice system as required for 
the Judicial Branch CTAS 
grant. The goal of this sur-
vey is to gain insight form 
tribal members and em-
ployees on how we can 
improve the tribal justice 
system.  The survey will 
be conducted through February 2022. For any questions or more information please 
contact Melanie Kodaseet at 405-422-7770 or by email at mkodaseet@cheyennean-
darapaho-nsn.gov. JotForm Link: https://form.jotform.com/213196133914050
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All young athletes dream about ac-
complishing great things. Some actually 
do. One such athlete is Emmary Elizon-
do, a freshman athlete at Sequoyah High 

School. You have probably seen her name 
in all the articles recently about the Se-
quoyah Lady Indians basketball team, 
where she is the starting point guard.

This past fall, Elizondo competed in 
cross country, and was named All State, 
fulfilling her goal of becoming an All 
State athlete as a freshman.

“It’s always been a goal of mine to 
make All State as a freshman, and that 
kinda what I worked for,” Elizondo said. 
She said she and her twin brother, Alex, 
got started running cross country by their 
father at an early age. “I ran my first race 
when I was about in the sixth grade,” she 
said.

Elizondo said her favorite run this sea-
son was the Sequoyah meet. “It was a re-
ally fun race,” she said. “We worked really 
hard for it, and I got to run in the rain with 
my teammates.” That race was also one of 
the toughest races of the season, she add-
ed.

Elizondo couldn’t remember how many 
cross country meets she competed in this 
season, but said she medaled in every one, 
several times winning. “I won the very 
first race I was in this year,” she said.

When asked if she intended to continue 
running cross country, she was quite ada-
mant. “For sure, for sure,” she said. “I’m 
going to keep the same goals, to make All 
State again, to keep running.”

She was given the supposition of reach-

ing her senior year, and having offers to 
attend college on a cross country schol-
arship or a basketball scholarship. “Ooh, 
that’s a rough one,” she said. “I haven’t 
really thought about that before. It’d be re-
ally cool if I could get a basketball schol-
arship. But, I’m a little bit better at cross 
country than I am at basketball, so if I get 
a really good offer, you know…”

Elizondo said she came to Sequoyah 
this year from Darlington School in El 
Reno, Oklahoma, following in the foot-
steps of her parents and uncles.

“My parents both came here, and talked 
about some really good things, had some 

good stories about Sequoyah, and how 
they made All State, and my uncles too,” 
Elizondo said. “They were all really good 
players.”

Her final race of the season was the 
state meet, which she won. “I had to work 
really hard, and just after I crossed the fin-
ish line, I passed out,” she said. “It was 
pretty scary.”

In parting, Elizondo was asked who 
usually wins in one-on-one basketball 
with her twin. “Oh, me,” she laughed.

This article first published Jan. 6, 2022 
online at tahlequahdailypress.com

Sequoyah Girl 
Realizes Dream

By Gary Trembly Tahlequah Daily Press

Emmary Elizondo  won 1st place in Au-
gust 2021 at a Earlsboro, Okla. track meet. 
Emmary is a freshman at Sequoyah High 
School in Tahlequah, Okla.
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