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Building For The Future

(CONCHO, OK)
When Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes’ Gov. 
Reggie Wassana took 
office three years ago 
he branded the mes-
sage, “Tomorrow 
Starts Today.” And 
he continues to ad-
here to his belief, a 
better tomorrow for 
future generations 
begins today.

Evident by the 
many large building 
projects currently 
underway and the 
recent purchase of 
two key properties 
in El Reno, Okla., 
and Oklahoma City 
that, “will serve trib-
al members for years 
to come.”

The property purchases were recently 
passed during a Nov. 12 Special Session of 
the Eighth Legislature.

The first property is located in El Reno, 
Okla., in front of Redlands Community 
College facing Country Club Drive. On 
the property are two existing homes and a 
warehouse building. Though no definitive 
plan has been announced for the property, 
there exists endless opportunities for the use 
of this land.

The second property is located at 4400 
S.W. 21st Street in Oklahoma City. It is one 
mile south of Highway I-40 and three miles 
from the Will Rogers Airport. The 32,355 
sq. ft. building sits on 2.5 acres. It consists 
of a lobby area with receptionist position, 

The Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes purchase property located at 4400 S.W. 21st Street in Oklahoma City, Okla. The 32,355 square foot building is located one mile south of Highway 
I-40 and three miles from the Will Rogers World Airport.

The building comes with a tenant, Loveless Hand Therapy and Rehab, PC, who provides special services for occupational therapy, Diabetes speciality, 
physical therapy, physical rehabilitation and pediatrics. (Photo / Rosemary Stephens)

The new Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ property at 4400 S.W. 21st Street in Oklahoma City includes a dining area 
with a full commercial kitchen, reception area, child care area, lockers rooms complete with showers and restrooms and 
parking for over 122 vehicles.
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(OKLAHOMA CITY) We know that 
Indian Country knows Indian Country 
best, and tribal leaders and tribal citi-
zens know best what will work for their 
community’

Oklahoma and five other states will 
participate in pilot projects to better co-
ordinate investigative efforts surround-
ing cases of missing or murdered In-
digenous peoples, U.S. Attorneys Trent 
Shores and Brian Kuester announced 
Monday.  

The U.S. Department of Justice 
projects created protocols for federal, 
state and tribal investigative agencies to 
work together and with victims’ fami-
lies when American Indian or Alaska 
Native jurisdictional boundaries are 
crossed, said Shores of the Northern 
District of Oklahoma.

The key, according to Shores, is 
developing a coordinated effort with 
different tribes and their individual cul-
tures and practices.

“We know that Indian Country 
knows Indian Country best, and tribal 
leaders and tribal citizens know best 
what will work for their community,” 
Shores said. “Too often we have tried 
to find a one size fits all” solution when 
what may work in Oklahoma does not 
apply in other states and regions.

The first pilot project will launch in 
Oklahoma and is joined by the Cher-
okee and Muscogee (Creek) nations, 
whose Principal Chiefs, Chuck Hoskin, 
Jr. and David Hill said the project rec-
ognizes tribal sovereignty while helping 
protect their citizens.

“No matter what ... reservation we 
call home we all have the same goal, 
public safety (and) a successful future 
for those residing in our state,” Hill 
said.

Shores said the project will focus on 
both missing and murdered Indigenous 
peoples, but in Oklahoma is likely to 
have greater impact on missing persons 

cases. Homicide cases, Shores said, of-
ten are well defined as to which agency 
has jurisdiction, but missing persons 
cases may not even involve a crime, 
such as when a person flees an abusive 
relationship.

Shores said similar projects are 
planned in Alaska, Michigan, Minneso-
ta, Montana and Oregon.

The U.S. Department of Justice last 
year launched a national strategy to 
address missing and murdered Native 
Americans that later expanded. The 
program includes $1.5 million to hire 
coordinators in 11 states, including 
Oklahoma.

An Associated Press investigation in 
2018 found that nobody knows precise-
ly how cases of missing and murdered 
Native Americans happen nationwide 
because many cases go unreported, 
others aren’t well documented and no 
government database specifically tracks 
them.

Projects to focus on missing, 
murdered Indigenous peoples

By Ken Miller, Associated Press

(WOODWARD, OK) 
Some school leaders believe 
CDC rules are too restrictive 
and say masking should limit 
quarantines.

If a child in Woodward 
Public Schools (WPS) is 
wearing a mask and is ex-
posed to a person also wear-
ing a mask with COVID-19, 
they will no longer be re-
quired to quarantine. 

Woodward’s school 
board, in spite of the death 
of longtime WPS teacher 
Ron Payne, approved the 
district’s new rule. It defies 
current guidelines from the 
Oklahoma State Department 
of Health (OKSDH) and 
Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC).

Those federal guidelines, 
widely followed by schools 
that are in-person around the 
country and in Oklahoma, 
say that when a child is with-
in six feet of a person who 
tests positive for COVID-19 
indoors they must self-quar-
antine for 14 days.

“School districts do not 
have the authority to make 
determinations around quar-
antining,” State schools su-
perintendent Joy Hofmeister 
said. “That is already set by 
the State Health Department 
as well as the CDC.”

But Woodward Superin-
tendent Kyle Reynolds said 
the move is a sound and 
thought out one, based in 
science and designed to in-

centivize good mask wearing 
– a widely recognized way to 
slow COVID-19’s spread. 

Woodward, which has 
about 2,500 students, has 
had hundreds of quarantines 
at a given time. And students 
who are supposed to be away 
from school are going out 
into the community and en-
gaging in far riskier activities 
while away from the class-
room, he said.

“Our overarching goal 
or mindset is… our kids are 
safer at school. I mean, that’s 
the very bottom line,” Reyn-
olds said.

So Reynolds said he 
wanted to find a way to lim-
it those quarantine numbers. 
The most important piece 
of the new rules is masking, 
and it comes with a full mask 
mandate rather than a recom-
mendation used in the past. 
Both the person who tests 
positive and the person who 
was within six feet must both 
be wearing masks properly 
for the exposed person not to 
have to quarantine.

Reynolds said an in-
centive is necessary to get 
masking compliance from 
parents in Woodward, where 
masking is a touchy political 
subject.

“They didn’t feel like 
there was an incentive for 
the child to wear a mask,” 
Reynolds said. “And so we 
did get input from parents 
in the community who were 

very resistant to the mask 
concept.”

They said if no quaran-
tine were necessary, they’d 
be more likely to mask their 
child.

Hofmeister said masking 
is an important piece to fight-
ing COVID-19. She’s said it 
repeatedly for months. 

But ultimately the science 
isn’t there yet to say limiting 
quarantines is OK, she said.

“We’re going to continue 
to support and abide by the 
recommendations of pub-
lic health officials who car-
ry that mantle of authority 
and have the duty to study 
that science and discern the 
data,” she said.

If the CDC were to say 
such a practice was fine, 
Hofmeister said she’d sup-
port it in Oklahoma schools 
to limit quarantines.

But the Oklahoma school 
district isn’t the first to flout 
CDC guidance. The concept 
is based on a new set of iden-
tical guidelines approved in 
Missouri.

The so-called Missouri 
model – released in mid-No-
vember – is not what’s rec-
ommended by the Centers 
for Disease Control and it 
goes against the rules of the 
Oklahoma State Department 
of Health.

Enforcement and an order 
to stop the quarantining pol-
icy will ultimately be up to 
the state health department.

In a statement, a depart-
ment spokesman wrote the 
following to an inquiry about 
Woodward’s policy:

“OSDH will work with 
the Oklahoma State Depart-
ment of Education to review 
cases on an individual basis 
to ensure each district re-
mains in compliance,” the 
spokesman wrote. “The ulti-
mate goal is to keep students, 
faculty, staff and surrounding 
communities safe, so OSDH 
will work with each district 
to provide guidance that best 
meets their specific needs.”

Rules could be subject to 
change, though. In a press 
gaggle Thursday, Gov. Kev-
in Stitt and Commissioner 
of Health Lance Frye said 
they’re currently looking at 
state quarantine guidance. 
Stitt said he talked to the fed-
eral officials about it during a 
trip to Washington D.C. ear-
lier this week and hopes their 
guidance could change. 

“There’s some things that 
are going to come out shortly 
that’ll be reducing from a 14 
day quarantine to potentially 
five or eight,” Stitt said. 

The move, the governor 
said, will incentivize people 
to quarantine for a shorter 
amount of time because right 
now numbers are being driv-
en up by infectious people 
not quarantining properly.

This story first appeared 
on the site of StateImpact 
Oklahoma.

Some Oklahoma schools 
are starting to defy CDC 
quarantine rules

By Robby Korth

The Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes Health 
Education Department 
would like to share the 
Awareness of World 
AIDS Day.

This takes place ev-
ery December 1. On this 
day, this is an opportunity 
for people worldwide to 
unite in the fight against 
HIV, to show support for 
people living with HIV 
and to remember those 
who have died from an 
AIDS-related illness. 

Here in the United 
States, the overall goal 
is to reduce 75% in new 

HIV infections by 2025 
and at least 90% by 2030. 
This is the plan to end the 
HIV Epidemic by 1. Di-
agnose 2. Treat 3. Prevent 
4. Respond.

We are asking every-
one to wear red or a red 
ribbon on this day to re-
member those affected 
by HIV/AIDS. Send your 
selfies to rotallbear@
c h e y e n n e a n d a r a p a -
ho-nsn.gov to show your 
support!

For more information 
about HIV/AIDS here’s a 
link: www.worldaidsday.
com.
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Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes’ Gov. Reggie 
Wassana and Lt. Gov. 
Gib Miles are happy to 
announce the 2020 De-
cember per capita esti-
mated payment amount 
to be $533.45. 

The 2020 December 
per capita payment is 
from oil and gas reve-
nues from tribally owned 
lands. The amount varies 
year to year based on pro-
duction of oil and gas on 
the properties. 

This year, the oil and 
gas will per cap payment 
will be one of the largest 
amounts distributed in re-
cent years.

“Unfortunately, we 
had high hopes in a larg-
er distribution but when 
COVID-19 hit, some oil 
companies decided not 
to drill and the price of 
oil had bottomed out and 
even went into a nega-
tive profit. So, we are 
fortunate to get this large 
amount. We hope next 
year will be better for ev-
eryone,” Gov. Wassana 
stated in a release posted 
to Facebook.

Factors that would 
cause the amount to fluc-
tuate are deaths and en-
rolling new tribal mem-
bers between now and the 
week of Nov. 30, 2020. 

The oil and gas per 
capita payments are an-
ticipated to be mailed out 
on Friday, Dec. 11, 2020 
to every tribal citizen.

Oil & Gas 
Per Capita 
Payments

Friendly reminder that you as 
tribal members have a respon-
sibility to get registered to vote 
once you turn 18 years of age. 
You must also keep your address 
current and up-to-date with the 
Election Commission. If you do 
not correspond directly with the 
Election Commission, we cannot 
ensure that your registration is 
properly updated. 

 Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes Constitution, Article 
IX-Elections; Section 2. Voter 
Registration states:

 (a)    Cheyenne voters shall 
register to vote in the Cheyenne 
District in which they reside. 
Cheyenne voters who do not 
reside within a Cheyenne Dis-
trict shall register to vote in any 
Cheyenne District; provided that 
once registered in such District, 
the voter shall not be permitted 
to change Districts unless he or 
she establishes residency in an-
other Cheyenne District.

(b)    Arapaho voters shall reg-
ister to vote in the Arapaho Dis-
trict in which they reside. Arap-
aho voters who do not reside 
within an Arapaho District shall 
register to vote in any Arapaho 
District; provide that once reg-

istered in such Dis-
trict, the voter shall 
not be permitted 
to change Districts 
unless he or she es-
tablishes residency 
in another Arapaho 
District.

(c)     A Mem-
ber of the Tribes 
who possesses 
both Cheyenne 
and Arapaho blood 
shall register to 
vote in either a 
Cheyenne District 
or an Arapaho Dis-
trict, provided that 
such Member may 
only change from 
a Cheyenne Dis-
trict to an Arapaho 
District, or from an 
Arapaho District to 
a Cheyenne Dis-
trict, once.

(d)    A Member who is proper-
ly registered to vote in a District 
shall not be required to re-reg-
ister to vote unless the Member 
establishes residency in another 
District or fails to vote in two 
consecutive elections.

 Anyone wanting to get regis-

tered or update address may con-
tact the Election Commission by 
calling:

 C-1 Commissioner, Sandra 
Hinshaw 405-593-7944

C-2 Commissioner, Norma 
Yarbrough 405-538-6664

C-3 Commissioner/Treasurer, 
Ramona Welch 405-464-2716

C-4 Commissioner/Chairper-

son, Sarah Orange 405-637-6036
A-1 Commissioner/Vice-

chair, Ray Mosqueda 405-306-
9281

A-2 Commissioner, Dale 
Hamilton 405-248-7584

A-3 Commissioner/Secretary, 
Pat Smothers 405-535-7863

A-4 Commissioner, Elizabeth 
Birdshead 405-464-6043

Happy Holidays from the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Election Commission 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Election Commissioners are (l-r): C3 Ramona Welch, A4 Eliz-
abeth Birdshead, C2 Norma Yarbrough, A3 Pat Smothers, C1 Sandra Hinshaw, A2 Dale 
Hamilton and C4 Sarah Orange (chairwoman).

In preparation for the arrival of 
a COVID-19 vaccine, the staff of 
Clinton Service Unit are taking nec-
essary steps to operationalize a vac-
cine when it becomes available. The 
COVID-19 vaccine is anticipated to 
be released in three phases based on 
vaccine approval by the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) and 
availability.  The earliest approved 
COVID-19 vaccine may be available 
in November 2020 with limited sup-
plies. Vaccine supply is anticipated to 
increase substantially in 2021. 

It is anticipated initial FDA ap-
proved COVID-19 vaccines will be 
two-dose series, separated by 21 to 
28 days. Clinton Service Unit will 
receive our vaccine distribution 
through Indian Health Service (IHS) 

and will account for each vaccinated 
person to receive two doses of the 
same brand of COVID-19 vaccine, as 
brands are not interchangeable.  Cur-
rent recommendations are to fully 
vaccinate initial populations before 
expanding to additional target popu-
lations. 

IHS planning assumptions for the 
three phases of COVID-19 vaccine 
distribution, as suggested by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC). 

· Phase 1: Limited Doses Avail-
able

Doses available per month con-
strained. 

Highly targeted administration re-
quired to achieve coverage in priori-
ty populations determined by Clinton 

Service Unit.
· Phase 2: Large Number of Doses 

Available
Likely sufficient supply to meet 

demand.
Supply increases access.
· Phase 3: Continued Vaccination, 

Shift to Routine Strategy
Likely excess supply. 
Broad administration network for 

increased access. 
Clinton Service Unit’s Public 

Health Nursing (PHN) team are at-
tending COVID-19 Data Manage-
ment Series training in anticipation 
for vaccine rollout. This training 
teaches the implementation and doc-
umentation necessary for the COVID 
–19 vaccine. Additionally, PHNs are 
gathering departmental data on per-

sonnel who are requesting to receive 
the vaccine once it is available.

According to IHS, the COVID-19 
pandemic has disproportionately af-
fected American Indian/Alaska Na-
tive (AI/AN) populations across the 
country, with infection rates over 
3.5 times higher than non-Hispan-
ic whites. In addition, AI/AN in-
dividuals are over four times more 
likely to be hospitalized as a result 
of COVID-19. In total since begin-
ning testing, Clinton Service Unit 
has identified 510 total positive 
COVID-19 cases with over 9,000 
COVID-19 tests conducted thus far. 
Currently, there are 88 total active 
cases (referring to cases within the 
past 14 days) and a positivity rate of 
16% within the service unit.

COVID-19 Vaccine Preparation
Indian Health Service Clinton Service Unit

Just over five years ago, 
then-President Barack Obama 
changed the name of the tall-
est peak in North America, 
Mt. McKinley. It once again 
became Denali, an original 
Native Alaskan name with 
deep cultural significance.

Today, as our nation 
wrestles with the past and 
questions about those we’ve 
chosen to honor, another 
mountain may be in line for a 
new name.

Mount Evans in Colorado 
was named for John Evans, 
an 1800s Colorado territorial 
governor. Some say the nam-
ing honors the winning of the 
West.

To Ernest House Jr. – a 
member of the Ute Mountain 
Ute Tribe and former execu-
tive director of the Colorado 
Commission of Indian Af-
fairs, and the great-grandson 
of Jack House, the last heredi-

tary chief of the Ute Mountain 
Ute Tribe – the name “Evans” 
signifies his connection with 
the Sand Creek Massacre of 
November 29, 1864. 

He said the name Evans 
“will forever go down in his-
tory on a mark on his status 
as somebody who has been a 
historical figure for the State 
of Colorado.”

“He didn’t participate in 
the massacre,” said corre-
spondent Barry Petersen. 

“He had a level of culpa-
bility,” House said. 

Evans issued a proclama-
tion saying: “Kill and destroy 
all hostile Indians.” So tribes 
surrendered to the govern-
ment for protection, and some 
settled at Sand Creek.  

But in an early morning 
attack, a group of U.S. Caval-
ry slaughtered mostly elderly 
people and women and chil-
dren.

Today it’s a national his-
toric site.

Now, the U.S. Board of 
Geographic Names is consid-
ering changing the name of 
Mt. Evans, along with other 
Colorado sites: Negro Creek, 
Chinaman Gulch, Squaw 
Mountain.

“Squaw” is a derogatory 
word made up by non-Native 
Americans, seen as both racist 
and a sexual slur.

Petersen asked Patty Lim-
erick, faculty director of the 
Center of the American West 
at the University of Colorado 
Boulder and a member of the 
state advisory group on the 
name changes: “Do you take 
into account that maybe it’s 
difficult for people to use that 
particular name? Like, I don’t 
wanna call something squaw, 
it’s an exceedingly pejorative 
term.”

“Right, and I think for a 

certain percentage of the pop-
ulation, saying it would be 
an uncomfortable moment,” 
Limerick replied. 

For 50 years, Randy 
Wheelock has hiked, biked 
and camped on Mt. Evans. 
He’s also on the county com-
mission where Mt. Evans is 
located, and while he supports 
the name change, a constitu-
ent does not: “He said to me 
that, ‘I grew up here and it’s 
the only name that I’ve ever 
known that by, and that means 
a lot to me and I don’t know 
why we had to change it.’”

Petersen asked, “How do 
you recognize the people who 
say, ‘But no, this is my grow-
ing up, this is my heritage’?” 

“We really have to listen 
to that,” Wheelock said. “And 
those people are being sincere 
as well.”

But there is something 
deeper going on here. Statues 

symbolizing America’s slav-
ery era have been toppled in 
recent months amid protests 
over Black people who have 
been killed. There are calls to 
face centuries of systemic rac-
ism and change century-old 
names of places named most-
ly for White men as a way to 
broaden our history.

“We understand that the 
legacy of White supremacy 
around indigenous Native 
American people, the remov-
al of native people from their 
lands, these were of course 
egregious events,” said Erica 
Dunbar, a professor of history 
at Rutgers University. 

Why now? “We’re reckon-
ing with this very real issue 
around social justice, around 
representation. But it spilled 
over into the public space, 
into this public sphere of re-
naming peaks or mountains or 
forests or parks. This conver-

sation is about who we want 
to be as Americans.”

Petersen asked House, 
“Tell me what you’re going 
to feel when you look at that 
mountain and it’s got an Indi-
an name?”

“The first thing I’m gon-
na think about is those trib-
al elders that I spoke with, 
the Cheyenne and Arapahoe 
tribes, that were sobbing, that 
took an opportunity to open 
up about what impact Sand 
Creek had on them. But also 
those tribes that were forcibly 
removed from our beautiful 
state, that continue to call 
Colorado home, that would 
love for an opportunity to go 
back to a mountain, take their 
family and say, ‘This used to 
be ours, and it’s still being 
recognized. We’re being ac-
knowledged.’”

What’s in a name? It turns 
out, everything.

Reconsidering a Colorado
mountain’s controversial name
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BUILDING PROJECTS
continued from pg. 3

small post office, 
cafeteria with a full 
commercial kitchen, 
locker rooms com-
plete with showers, 
washer, dryer and 
restrooms, a child 
care area, back pa-
tio area, and parking 
area for 122 vehi-
cles.

The property pro-
vides a tenant who 
operates and owns 
Loveless Hand 
Therapy and Rehab, 
PC, which provides 
special services for 
occupational ther-
apy, Diabetes spe-
cialist, physical 
therapy, physical 
rehabilitation and 
pediatrics, with all 
of thesse services 
being available to 
tribal citizens. This 
property will serve 
tribal citizens for 
many years to come, 
especially for those 
living in and around 
the Oklahoma City 
area.

The new Lucky 
Star Casino Admin-
istration building 
has recently been 

opened allowing ca-
sino employees to 
begin relocating into 
the new state of the 
art office complex. 
For years the tribes’ 
have rented unsight-
ly trailers to house 
casino operation 
offices, including, 
but not limited to, 
the Gaming Com-
mission, Accounts 
Payable/Receivable, 
Marketing, and Hu-
man Resources. 
These trailers have 
cost the tribes’ thou-
sands of dollars each 
month in rental fees 
totaling into the mil-
lions of dollars over 
the years.

The Emergency 
Resource Centers 
currently in different 
stages of construc-
tion are on track for 
completion. As well 
as the two food pan-
tries being built in 
Concho and Clin-
ton, Okla. The food 
pantries will enable 
the tribes to assist 
with food needs 
among tribal fam-
ilies, elders and in 

cases of weather re-
lated emergencies, 
such as ice storms 
and tornadoes.

Although some 
tribal members dis-
agree with all of 
the building growth 
and expansion the 
tribes are experi-
encing, many others 
have taken to Face-
book to show their 
support and see the 
growth as a pathway 
to a better future.

The Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ purchase property located in front of Redlands Community College in El Reno, 
Okla. The property includes two existing homes and a warehouse directly in front of Redland’s student housing complex 
facing Country Club Drive. (Photos / Rosemary Stephens)

The Lucky Star Casino Administration Office building has been opened, allowing for casino office operations to begin relocating into their new state of the art building. 

The new Watonga 
Lucky Star Casino Hotel & 
Conference Center is pro-
gressing towards comple-
tion in Watonga, Okla.

The new facility is an-
ticipated to be completed in 
early 2021.

Concho Food Pantry

Clinton Emergency Response Center/EMS
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OBITUARIES
Ruth Ann Sleeper
Ruth Ann Sleeper was 

born Sept. 15, 1948 in Clin-
ton, Okla, and lived most of 
her life in Canadian County.  
She died Nov. 19, 2020 at 
the Integris Baptist Medical 
Center in Oklahoma City.

She was retired from Tar-
get and a member of the First 
Baptist Church in Anadar-
ko. Ruth enjoyed sewing, 
going to the lake and Wich-
ita Mountains and attending 
powwows with her parents.

She is survived by her 
husband of 36 years, John 
Pratt of the home in Oklaho-
ma City, children, Mitchell 

“Sweet” Hummingbird Jr., 
Micah Hummingbird, Mat-
thew Hummingbird, Misha 
Gonzalez, Minna Hernan-
dez, Melanie Humming-
bird, all of Oklahoma City, 
sisters, Rose Lobaugh of El 
Reno and Mary Ellen Little 
of Oklahoma City and 20 
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 
by her father Stanley Kend-
ricks Sleeper, mother, Pearl 
Marie Medicinebird Sleep-
er, brother Angelo Sleeper, 
sisters, Phyllis Reta, Donna 
Jean Gomez, Helen M. Pe-
rez, Wanda Sleeper and San-

dra Bedoka; granddaughter, 
Ashley Gonzalez, cousin and 
sister, Virginia “Tunie.”

Graveside services were 
held at the Concho Ceme-
tery Nov. 25, 2020, with Rev. 
Gerald Panana officiating.

Ramona Denise Two Crow
Ramona Denise Two 

Crow was born Feb. 20, 
1979 in Clinton, Okla. to 
Raymond Two Crow and 
Mary Martha Old Crow 
and passed away Nov. 18, 
2020 in St. Anthony Hos-
pital in Oklahoma City. 
Ramona was raised in Okla-
homa City where she also at-
tended school. She worked in 
various motels in housekeep-
ing and fast food services.  
She was a member of the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho 

Tribes of Oklahoma. She 
was very traditional and 
attended tribal dances and 
loved to make shawls.   
She is preceded in 
death by her mother.  
She is survived by her father 
of Albuquerque, N.M. and 
a brother Duane Fletcher, 
Oklahoma City.

Wake services were held 
Nov. 22 at the Kiesau Lee 
Memorial Chapel.

Graveside services were 
held Nov. 23 in the Clinton 

Indian Cemetery officiat-
ed by Pastor Delfred White 
Crow and Pastor Susan Hart.

OBITUARIES
Kimberlyn Anderson
Myra Lynn Gould Green 

was born Nov. 7, 1956 in 
Clinton, Okla., to Albert 
Levi Green Jr. and Daisy 
Gould-Green. She departed 
this life on Nov. 12, 2020 at 
Mercy Hospital in Oklahoma 
City. Myra attended school at 
Canton and Longdale, Okla. 
She loved going to the ca-
sino, cruising the lake and 
spending time with family, 
friends and Paco. Myra was 
preceded in death by her par-
ents, two sisters, Carol Nel-
son and Alberta Deason, one 
brother Rupert Gould and 
one niece Amy Gould.

Survivors include her 
two sons, Ricky Gonzalez of 
Woodward, Okla., and Jose 
Wanzer of Ringwood, Okla., 
two grandchildren Domi-
nic Gonzalez, U.S. Marine 
Corps. and Vanessa Gonza-
lez of Woodward, Okla., one 
great grandson, Alexander 
Razen and numerous nieces, 
nephews, cousins and ex-
tended family, two brothers, 
Jimmy Gould of Longdale, 
Okla., and Johnny Green of 
Canton, Okla., and one sis-
ter Adriana Gould of Yukon, 
Okla.

Wake services were held 

Nov. 18, 2020 at the Canton 
Community Center. Funeral 
services were held Nov. 19, 
2020 at the same venue with 
Rev. James Scott officiating. 
Interment followed in the 
Canton Cemetery.

Anna J. Hidrogo
Anna J. Hidrogo was born 

Aug. 18, 1969 to Joseph E. 
Pedro and Christine (Arm-
strong) Pedro in Clinton, 
Okla. and passed away Nov. 
7, 2020 in St. Anthony’s 
Hospital in Oklahoma City. 
Anna was raised in Thomas 
and graduated from Thomas 
High School in 1987. She 
married and was a stay at 
home mom for several years. 
She then worked for Wal-
Mart and Family Dollar Store 
in Oklahoma City. She later 
married Raymond Slinker 
in 2013 in Oklahoma City.  
She is preceded in death 
by her parents and a sis-
ter Nettie Big Medicine.  
She was a proud member 

of the Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes of Oklahoma 
and at one time she served 
as Cheyenne Princess and 
was an active member of 
the Baptist church. She was 
proud to be bi-lingual and 
was fluent in English and 
Spanish; she enjoyed both 
English and Spanish music.  
She is survived by her signif-
icant other Raymond Slinker, 
two daughters, Ashlee Blin-
dy, and Angelica Berios, two 
sons, Ronald Blindy Jr., and 
Angus Blindy, sister, Irene 
Armstrong and husband, 
Myron Lime, and brother, 
Eddie Pedro, and aunt Nancy 
Rhoads.  She is also survived 
by several nieces, nephews 

and cousins.
Visitation was held Nov. 

15 at the Event Center in 
Thomas, Okla. Graveside 
Services were held Nov. 16, 
2020 in the Mound Valley 
Cemetery in Thomas, Okla., 
officiated by Pastor Gerald 
Panana and Father Kelly Ed-
wards.

Kimberlyn Anderson
Kimberlyn Anderson, 54, of Niles, Mich., passed away 

Nov. 18, 2020.
She was born to the late Edna Anderson on Dec. 25, 1965. 

She enjoyed spending time with her animals, nursing her 
plants, watching movies and laughing.

She is survived by sons, Nicholas Cole, Scott Cole, daugh-
ters, Leeann Saenz, Kennethia Anderson, grandchildren, Tay-
lor Garrison, Dustin Garrison, Kamarra Hoyle, MJ Hoyle, 
Erianna Anderson and Iliana Grace.

She is preceded in death by mother Edna Anderson.
Graveside services were held at Nov. 24, 2020 at the Sil-

verbrook Cemetery in Michigan.

OBITUARIES CONTINUED  / pg. 9
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It is with great joy, pride, 
and hope that I congratulate the 
Biden-Harris team on its histor-
ic win! While you have not taken 
office yet, you have restored confi-
dence that we, as a collective kalei-
doscope of freedom, equality, and 
justice minded individuals, will 
return to a better path; a path that 
moves this democratic experiment 
closer to the principles and ideals 
that are at the root of the founding 
of our nation and that have histor-
ically made America a leader and 
the envy of the world. 

Americans are eager for you to 
exhibit a strong, respectful, vision-
ary, representative, empathetic, 
humble, truthful, and loving leader-
ship style that is necessary to unify 
this great country. Under your lead-
ership, we hope for unity around 
our shared dreams, aspirations, and 
common purpose; leadership that 
will restore greater stability, both 
domestically and internationally.

While there is much that we 
share in common as American peo-
ple, our differences are also many. 
However, you have the opportuni-
ty to restore and improve upon the 
framework that each one of us has 
an equal chance to thrive, to be suc-
cessful, and to be heard. You have 
the opportunity to restore the abil-
ity for us all to believe in a better 
tomorrow for the sake of our chil-
dren, grandchildren, and genera-
tions to come. You have the oppor-
tunity to restore an understanding 
that we share a common bond of 
humanity as inhabitants of Mother 

Earth and children of the Creator. 
I am a proud Southern Chey-

enne citizen of the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes and a proud citizen 
of the United States. We all share 
a patriotic duty to demand nothing 
less than a truthful understanding 
of our origins as a nation so we can 
continue to grow and evolve. We 
all share a patriotic duty for our na-
tion to strive to be the best version 
of itself.

A path forged in truth is the only 
way to understand the challenges 
that continue to plague us today. A 
path forged in truth is the only way 
we can come together with a shared 
common purpose supported by a 
common understanding of where 
we come from, who we are, and 
where we are going. 

Our country has experienced 
many turbulent and crossroads mo-
ments throughout its young history, 
but these are particularly tumultu-
ous times. Our relatives--mothers 
and fathers, sisters and brothers, 
aunts and uncles--suffer because of 
the harmful divide currently ravish-
ing our great nation. During your 
campaign, and once again during 
your victory speech, you stated

“This is the time to heal Ameri-
ca...that we must restore the soul of 
America”. 

I could not agree more, but as a 
nation, and through your leadership 
at this critical moment, we must 
dig deeper than we have ever been 
willing to do before. You have the 
opportunity to lead the nation in 
finally acknowledging and address-

ing the underlying injustices of our 
origins. 

Our narrative of American 
exceptionalism has convenient-
ly washed away the stains of the 
atrocities and shameful acts com-
mitted against the indigenous peo-
ples of America. To justify these 
acts, America cloaked itself in un-
just laws, convenient false inter-
pretations of religious edict, and 
fraudulent doctrines. However, 
measured by the greater laws of 
our Creator, these acts were an ab-
solute violation against the laws of 
humanity. These original sins per-
petrated against indigenous people 
were unconscionable and 

laid the seeds of injustice in 
America. These sins established 
the foundation for other acts of 
racism, intolerance, and bigotry 
that followed and the institutional 
racism that we collectively seek to 
dismantle. These unresolved injus-
tices are collectively at the core of 
the unrest and civil discord that we 
continue to experience today. 

Despite all its greatness and 
exceptionalism, America has not 
been, is not, and never will be per-
fect; no sovereign, no individual, 
is or ever will be perfect. Howev-
er, just like in our own personal 
lives, the measure of one’s charac-
ter and integrity is not perfection, 
but whether we hold ourselves ac-
countable, and further evolve from 
our shortcomings. This is the true 
meaning of exceptionalism. In or-
der to move forward and restore the 
soul of America, in order to heal, 

we must not only deal with the 
symptoms presented before us to-
day, but we must own and address 
these founding acts that are at the 
root of our continued long standing 
ailments as a nation. 

During your recent victory 
speeches, both you and Vice Pres-
ident-elect Harris acknowledged 
Native Americans as part of the 
American family. While this may 
seem obvious and insignificant, 
for a people that most often walk 
a lived experience of marginaliza-
tion, disrespect, and invisibility in 
America, within our own home-
lands nonetheless, this nod of 
recognition was special and com-
mendable. However, you have the 
opportunity to go even further and 
establish a new foundation for a 
unified understanding of our shared 
American story. 

President-elect Biden, recogniz-
ing our current state of affairs, the 
words that you offer on Inaugura-
tion Day will have immense and 
lasting power, as well as hold the 
potential to serve as a marker for a 
new day in America. So I humbly 
request that you consider the fol-
lowing for your inaugural address... 

First, you have the opportuni-
ty to make history by doing what 
no President has done before by 
(1) acknowledging the indigenous 
identity of America’s lands, and 
(2) addressing the truths about our 
origins as a nation, including atone-
ment for its original sin against its 
first peoples. The goal is not to 
shame, but to open the door and 

lay the foundational groundwork 
necessary for this great nation to 
address its systemic racism. Es-
tablishing this fundamental under-
standing will also serve to further 
evolve and strengthen the sacred 
Nation to Nation diplomatic rela-
tionship that exists between Tribal 
Nations and the United States. 

Second, to announce the es-
tablishment of a Truth & Healing 
Presidential Commission whose 
composition reflects the diverse 
beautiful collage of American 
people and whose charge is to (1) 
provide a comprehensive report 
about racism and discrimination in 
this country, including its origins 
through today, and (2) offer solu-
tions-based recommendations to 
address the systemic causes of rac-
ism that have plagued this country 
since its beginning and how we can 
better address and respond to its 
manifestations today. 

President-elect Biden, I believe 
that you have the moral courage, 
vision, and strength to lead us to a 
place of truth, righteousness, and 
justice in order to heal and restore 
the soul of America. I believe in 
you...America believes in you. But 
if America continues to be untruth-
ful and ignorant about its failures, 
and chooses to only share about its 
glory, it will never fully address 
the systemic racism that is imped-
ing it from achieving its greatest 
potential...it will never achieve its 
principle of Justice for All...and it 
will never heal. The choice is now 
yours... 

By Kitcki A. Carroll

An Open Letter to President-elect 
Joseph R. Biden Jr. 
Healing America and Restoration of its Soul 

Paid Advertising

Clinton Service Unit 
(CSU) began implementa-
tion of the Abbott Binax-
NOW COVID-19 Ag Card 
rapid antigen testing plat-
form. 

The Abbott BinaxNOW 
COVID-19 Ag Card recent-
ly received emergency use 
authorization from the Food 
and Drug Administration. 
It does not require instru-
mentation and will deliver 
COVID-19 test results in 15 
minutes or less. 

This new testing platform 
has allowed the service unit 
to perform same day testing 
for surveillance of employ-
ees, staff of the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes, and 
those living and working 

in vulnerable areas. The 
service unit has scheduled 
weekly BinaxNOW testing 
amongst the tribal commu-
nity at the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes’ Indepen-
dent Living Center, Head 
Start facilities, and various 
testing sites for tribal staff. 

“The ability to deploy 
the BinaxNOW testing tech-
nology is allowing CSU to 
provide surveillance for our 
community and test those 
who are asymptomatic or 
without a direct exposure,” 
said Natasha Flurry, chief 
nurse executive. “This test-
ing allows for us to miti-
gate potential outbreak of 
COVID-19. We hope Bi-
naxNOW facilitates return 

to work, school, and life 
with a bit more confidence 
for our tribal community.”   

The BinaxNOW test 
uses nasal swabs, which are 
less invasive and results in 
less patient discomfort than 
sampling specimens from 
a nasopharyngeal swab to 
detect coronavirus. Once a 
nasal swab is obtained from 
the tribal testing sites, it is 
brought to a CSU labora-
tory to run for results. The 
BinaxNOW is inexpensive 
and is ran on a card that 
is about the size of a cred-
it card. Once a test results, 
the lab team immediately 
provides results to the tribe 
through the Navica Appli-
cation.

Expanding COVID-19
Testing through BinaxNOW

Indian Health Service Clinton Service Unit
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Dreamz & Drum Beatz

When I close my eyes and let my mind sleep, there are 
peaceful dreamz, dreamz of drum beatz.

A circle within a circle. Native wayz, Native life,
Clear skies, war cries under sun rays or moon light.

When I hear that drum call, when we sing that first song
It feels like new beginnings where I right all my wrongs.

I can sit at ease amongst all my drum brothers.
We sing for elders, vets, kids and war mothers.

We jam for those who have made their final journey
Memories are in the songs, to the families, no worries.

Powwow life strong. Powwow life goes on.
Even amongst a pandemic, we still have our drum songs.
The other night I had a dream that I was singing among 

friends.
But before that can happen, I must make amends
I’m sorry I lost track, lost my way mong addiction.
I apologize to our drums, I chose substance over 

tradition.
Lost on a hard path, with pain, misery and suffering.
But now things are different, on a road to recovery.

So as I close my eyes and let my mind sleep,
Always peaceful dreamz, dreams of drum beatz.

“Gus” Lyle Rhoads

I dedicate this poem to those who are gone, whether it be 
from COVID-19 or addiction. I dedicate this to my drum 

brothers and my children. Ha-Hou!

We would like to wish all four of 
these a Happy Birthday!! 

Jakobe Whiteshield
Michael ‘Mike’ Love

Treavon Coffey
Zaviana Love

Love, Your Family

Happy Happy Birthday to my mother
Doris Charlene Loneman

Dec. 7
Love your daughter Sandra

Happy Birthday 
Madisen Hart
Nov. 16th and 

Happy Birthday Phillip
Nov.5

Love your family, 
The Harts, Joes & 

Whitemans!

Wishing my baby sister 
a very happy happy 

25th birthday!
Ashley Gene Warledo

I’m so proud and happy 
for you! You have 

accomplished and over 
came so much. You’re 
one of the strongest 
women I know and I 

admire your strength to 
keep moving forward 

for your babies.
I love you and hope 
you have a blessed 

birthday! 
Love from all your 

family! Especially Ryder 
Lee, Raelynn Ann, Nova 

and Eternity

Happy 7th Birthday 
King Pedro!

Nov. 27
You have grown so 
much and we just 
love who you have 
become, our King.

We love you always, 
mom & dad, brothers 

GP, Jr and Alex, 
sisters Cayli and 

Carlina
Happy Birthday Benjamin and Iris Hamilton

11-20 & 11-21
Love your cousins, Carlina, Cayli, Jr, Alex, 

King, GP

Happy Heavenly Birthday 
 Amy Gould 
Dec. 12, 1984

You are so loved and 
missed. Never forgotten.

Love your family,
Mom, Amanda, Perry, 
Aiyana, Isaac, Zaina, 
Ayden & Wasose 

Patrick Emhoolah II
Nov. 15, 1977
April 24, 2017

To our beloved Denver 
Bronco fan – Happy 
Heavenly Birthday!

Forever 39 years young.
Mom and dad miss you 
so much, but knowing 

you are with your brother  
and your sister and will 

be having a blast on your 
special day.

Not a minute goes by that 
we don’t think of you.

We love you and miss you 
sonny.

mama and pops
Georgia & Michael Emhoolah

In Loving Memory

In Loving Memory
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OBITUARIES
Frederic Jack All Runner

OBITUARIES
Frederic Jack All Run-

ner, “Motse’eoeze,” began 
his journey into the spirit 
world on Nov. 13, 2020, in 
Billings, MT after 84 years 
among us here.

Fred was born on the All 
Runner homestead, Sept. 21, 
1936, minutes after his twin 
sister, Frances Toni All Run-
ner. Fred was born in Thom-
as, Okla., to his parents, Jack 
and Emily All Runner.

Fred was given the Chey-
enne name “Motse’eoeze” 
which translates to “Sweet 
Medicine” in the Tsistsistas 
(Cheyenne) language.

Fred attended school in 
Thomas. Immediately fol-
lowing his high school ca-
reer he joined the United 
States Army and was sta-
tioned in Germany. While 
in the U.S. Army he was 
also a golden gloves box-
er. His fellow soldiers gave 
him the nickname, “Smitty.” 
Fred returned to the United 
States, where he received an 
Honorable Discharge.

Fred then returned home 
to Thomas where he later 
told his mother Emily, that 
he decided to re-enlist in 
the military. Fred then en-
listed in the U.S. Air Force. 
While serving in the Air 
Force, Fred was stationed 
in Germany and traveled to 
France and Italy. He met an-
other Native American, Bill 
Whitehead, who was from 
the Ft. Peck Assiniboine & 
Sioux Reservation in North-
eastern Montana. Bill and 
Fred became good buddies 
and took one another as 
brothers.

Fred moved to El Monte, 
Calif., after his service in the 
U.S. Air Force to be with the 
rest of his family. Fred met 
LaDonna Atchico, and to 
this union they had six chil-
dren. Fred also met Pauline 
Kipp, and to this union they 
had one child. It was ap-
proximately 1973 that Fred 
met the love of his life Iris 
(Red Elk) All Runner and 
to this union he raised four 
children.

Fred graduated in 1972 
from vocational school and 
started his professional ca-
reer in nursing. He worked 
in California as a nurse un-

til 1981. Him and Iris then 
moved to Wolf Point, MT 
where he planted his roots 
and made Wolf Point his 
home. He worked in Wolf 
Point as an EMT, then a 
nurse for Trinity Hospital 
and Indian Health Services 
(IHS). After a very long ca-
reer of continuous employ-
ment, Fred decided to retire 
from IHS in 2019, at the age 
of 83, with over 44 years of 
service. Fred had the abili-
ty to touch everyone’s life 
and many considered him 
a father, uncle, brother and 
friend.  He had a work ethic, 
that to this day, his children 
have seen unmatched, al-
ways first to arrive and last 
to leave.

Fred was part of the local 
Legion Post Honor Guard. 
His hobbies included work-
ing on cars and spending 
time with family. He espe-
cially enjoyed watching all 
types of sports on TV; his fa-
vorite teams were the Dodg-
ers and Chargers. He was 
happy that the Dodgers won 
the 2020 World Series. Fred 
was athletic and not only a 
boxer, but also an accom-
plished fast pitch softball 
player in the Los Angeles 
Indian League. He became 
a top rated pitcher and won 
numerous trophies and 
awards. He and Iris went on 
to have his own team, known 
as the, “All Tribes” team and 
he later sponsored this team 
in numerous tournaments. 
His love for softball created 
a love for the sport in all his 
children.

Fred was a quiet, humble 
man. He was not known to 
brag about coming from a 
Cheyenne Chief family, or 
being a Veteran of two Mili-
tary branches, or an accom-
plished athlete. He was the 
example how we should all 
live, humble, giving, caring, 
honest and strong.

Fred also had a humorous 
side to him, he loved to play 
jokes on people, to name a 
few, hiding shoes (mostly in 
the freezer), sticking things 
in coat sleeves so when you 
put your arm in you would 
find it, or when Iris’s back 
was turned, filling her purse 
with random objects that she 

wouldn’t find until she got 
home. He definitely had a 
way to make you laugh and 
smile.

Fred is survived by his 
wife of 47 years Iris All 
Runner, daughters, Joetta 
(Lance) Four Star of Wolf 
Point, Eva All Runner of 
Wolf Point, Stephanie (Ja-
son) Charger of Eagle Butte, 
S.D., Colette (Henry) Garcia 
of Roswell, N.M., Yvette All 
Runner of Riverside, Calif., 
Kim All Runner of Wolf 
Point, sons, Fred II (Debra) 
All Runner of Geary, Okla., 
Craig (Jamie) All Runner of 
Redwoods, MN, Steve Barr 
of Wolf Point, Russell (An-
jannette) Barr of Wolf Point, 
and Austin (Tara) Barr of 
Wolf Point, sister, Mary All 
Runner of El Cajon, Ca-
lif., adopted brothers, Bill 
Whitehead of Wolf Point, 
John (Wanda) Dawson of 
California, David Klipel of 
California, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews, and rela-
tives too numerous to list.

Fred is preceded in death 
by his grandparents, Chey-
enne Peace Chief Jacob All 
Runner & Sage Woman, his 
parents Jack and Emily All 
Runner, his brother Lionel, 
his twin sister Toni, his sis-
ters Alice Mae, Nadine, Eva, 
his granddaughters Sandy 
and Angel, great-grand-
daughter Asher, great-grand-
sons Karsen and James, 
son-in-law Joshua Jackson, 
daughter-in-law Elisa Barr, 
and his dog “Flip”.

The family apologizes 
beforehand if anyone, or any 
of Fred’s life events were 
left out, it is not the intention 
of the family to miss anyone 
or anything on purpose. Fred 
will be missed by many. We 
love him and he will never 
be forgotten.

Ida Jean Island
Ida Jean Island died Nov. 

18, 2020 at Mercy Hospital 
in Oklahoma City. She was 
born May 10, 1955 in Clin-
ton, Okla.  She lived most 
of her life in El Reno, Okla., 
and taught in the Head Start 
Program at Concho.  Ida ex-
celled at her hobby of bead-
work and enjoyed being with 
her grandchildren.

She is survived by her 
children, John Fields of Mi-
ami, Okla., Adrienne Harjo 
of Clinton, Okla., Vanessa 

Stone of Oklahoma City, 
Freddie Stone and Alanna 
Stone both of El Reno, broth-
er Keith Island, 27 grandchil-
dren and 17 great-grandchil-
dren.

Her parents, Donald and 
Jane (Wolf Feathers) Island, 
daughter Lucy Stone and 
siblings, Norman Island, 
Donna Jean Island, Helen 
Ann Campbell and Garland 
Island, preceded her in death.

Graveside services were 
held Nov. 24 at the Concho 

Cemetery in Concho, Okla., 
with Rev. Gerald Panana of-
ficiating.

Lee Michael ‘Beaver’ Brewer
Lee Michael “Beaver” 

Brewer, 50, of Elk City, 
Okla. was born May 25, 
1970 to Billy Lynn and 
Emma Lou (Standingwa-
ter) Brewer. Beaver went 
to be with his Lord and 
Savior on Nov. 2, 2020 at 
his residence in Elk City. 
Beaver enjoyed cooking, 
hunting, music, fishing and 
grilling. He starred in the 
movie, “The Last of the 
Mohicans.” Beaver em-
braced and was proud of 
his Native American heri-
tage. He worked with leather 
and beading items and was 
an advocate for preserv-
ing the Cheyenne culture.  
Cherishing his memory is 

his fiancé, Jerri Rhoades of 
the home, son Kyle Brew-
er of Tulsa, Okla., daughter 
Ashley Lairamore and her 
husband, Rod of Pocola, 
Okla., two sisters, Becky 
Nesser and her husband, 
Charlie of North Attleboro, 
Mass., Belyn Duggan and 
her husband, Tracy of Tulsa, 
two grandchildren, Layton 
Faye Lairamore and Roger 
Dale “Trip” Lairamore III, 
two nieces and one neph-
ew and many loving aunts, 
uncles, cousins and a host 
of other family and friends.  
He was preceded in death by 
his paternal grandparents, 
Bill and Reva Faye Brewer; 
maternal grandparents, Fred 

and Ada Standingwater. 
Celebration of Life was 

held Nov. 7, 2020 at the Mar-
tin-Dugger Funeral Home 
Chapel in Elk City, with 
Pastor Nathan McGee offici-
ating. Interment was held at 
the Bethel Mennonite Indian 
Cemetery in Hammon, Okla.

Raymond Lewis Natseway Jr.
Raymond Lewis Natse-

way Jr., was born Aug. 
14, 1959 to Raymond Na-
tesway and Flora (Yel-
low Eagle) Natseway in 
Winslow, Ariz., and passed 
away Oct. 28, 2020 in the 
St. Mary’s Medical Center 
in Grand Junction, Colo. 
Raymond started his young 
life in Weatherford, Okla., 
where he also attended his 
schooling. He moved to Col-
orado as a young teenager and 
has lived there until his death. 
He has spent most of his life 
being caregivers to others.  
He was a member of the 

Native American Church 
and a proud member of 
the Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes of Oklahoma. 
He often attended Native 
dances and the Sundance.  
He was preceded in death by 
his mother, dad and stepdad, 
Stanley Thomas Reuben.  
He is survived by his two 
sisters, Elizabeth Natseway 
and Florence Meat, both of 
Clinton, Okla., and broth-
er Thomas Reuben, Shaw-
nee. He is also survived by 
several nieces, nephews and 
other family.

Funeral Services were 

held Nov. 16, 2020 at the 
Emanuel Baptist Church, 
officiated by Pastor Gerald 
Panana. A burial was held at 
the Greenwood Cemetery in 
Weatherford, Okla.

Corrine Ruth Daukei Stewart
Corrine Ruth Daukei 

Stewart was born May 28, 
1955 in Canton, Okla., to 
James Wolf Daukei and 
Arlene (Standingwater) 
Daukei. Corrine departed 
this life on Nov. 12, 2020 in 
Kansas City, Kansas after a 
long battle with COVID-19 
and pneumonia.

Corrine graduated with 
the class of 1973 at Canton 
High School in Canton. She 
then attended El Reno Junior 
College and graduated with 
an associate’s degree in tech-
nology in May of 1985. Cor-
rine married Gary Stewart on 
Oct. 24, 1984 and spent her 
life with him until his pass-
ing in 2018.

Corrine worked many 
jobs throughout her life and 
recently retired from the 
George Hawkins Treatment 
Center where she worked 

as a drug/alcohol counselor 
for many years. She loved 
helping people and would do 
anything for her family. She 
loved spending time with her 
daughter and granddaughter. 
She also loved being called 
grandma Corrine. Corrine 
participated in the AIM led 
spiritual walk in 1978 to sup-
port tribal sovereignty and 
water rights.

Corrine was preceded in 
death by her parents, two 
brothers, Theodore Daukei 
and Arlen Daukei, and her 
husband Gary Stewart.

Survivors include her 
daughter Demetria Daukei 
and companion Lucy Com-
etsevah, granddaughter 
Landrie Cometsevah, three 
sisters, Carole Daukei, Ra-
mona Abrams and Kimberly 
Lime of Canton, one brother, 
Stacker Daukei and wife Kay 

of Glendale, Ariz., numerous 
nieces, nephews and grand-
children. 

Traditional wake services 
were held Nov. 17, 2020 at 
the Canton Community Cen-
ter in Canton, Okla. Funeral 
services were held Nov. 18, 
2020 at the same venue with 
Reverend Gerald Panana and 
Reverend James Scott offi-
ciating. Interment followed 
at the Canton Reinterment 
Cemetery.

Gaynell Spotted Corn Williamson
Gaynell Spotted Corn 

Williamson was born on 
Sept. 13, 1959 in Clinton, 
Okla., to Donald and Nor-
ma Jane (Bates) Spotted 
Corn. She departed this life 
on Nov. 7, 2020 in Midwest 
City, Okla.

Gaynell was adopted at 
a young age to Edward and 
Betty Williamson, who be-
came her parents and raised 
her in the Mormon Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints. She loved being a 
Mormon.

Gaynell graduated from 
Richardson High School in 
Richardson, Texas with the 
class of 1978. She then at-
tended B.Y.U. in Utah. Af-
ter college she moved back 
to Oklahoma to be with her 
family. She worked with 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes of Oklahoma for sev-

eral years.
Gaynell loved being 

around her kids, grandkids 
and family. She loved taking 
her grandkids shopping, to 
the park and loved watch-
ing movies with them. She 
enjoyed everyday with her 
grandkids.

Gaynell was preceded in 
death by her parents and two 
brothers, Donald Paul Spot-
ted Corn Jr. and Levi Spotted 
Corn Sr.

Survivors include three 
daughters, Amber William-
son of El Reno, Okla., Chloe 
Ryan Sankey of El Reno, and 
Throwingwater Jane Sankey 
of Canton, Okla., four grand-
kids, Micah Avery Woods, 
Presley Olive Sankey, Ari-
an Faith Sankey and Bit’Ko 
Marcel Sankey, two brothers, 
Avery Rex Spotted Corn of 
Geary, Okla., and Kenneth 

Woodcock of Temple, Texas, 
two sisters, Normaleen Pyatt 
of Watonga, Okla., and Con-
stance Eudy of Geary, Okla., 
many nieces, nephews and 
other family and friends.

Visitation was held Nov. 
13, 2020 at Pierce Funer-
al Home in Canton, Okla. 
Graveside services were held 
Nov. 14 at the Canton Indian 
Mennonite Cemetery with 
John Youngbull officiating.

Jon William West, Hestoxee’e
Jon William West, Hes-

toxee’e (Walks Last) was 
born Dec. 4, 1952 to Le-
muel and Minnie (Hauser) 
West. He passed away Nov. 
21, 2020 in Oklahoma City, 
at the age of 67.

Jon moved from Kansas to 
Oklahoma with his family as 
a youngster. He attended El 
Reno schools before moving 
to Calumet, Okla., in junior 
high school. Jon graduated 
from Calumet High School 
in the class of 1971 where 
he served as vice-president 
of his class. After gradua-
tion Jon was drafted into the 
U.S. Army. He served his 
country during the Vietnam 
War. Upon being discharged 
from the Army he bought a 
car and began to travel the 
country, making friends. He 
finally settled in the Tulsa 
area where he lived most of 
his life, but he never lost his 
affinity for his hometown of 
Calumet.

Jon had many and var-
ied occupations, including 
working for the Indian Arts 

Council and with disabled 
people. Jon himself became 
disabled from a stroke in 
2012. Circumstances related 
to this tragic event allowed 
him to be reconnected with 
his first love after 45 years, 
Jon and Betty were devoted 
to one another. The couple 
made their home in Calumet 
for the past seven years. He 
was a Sundancer, a member 
of the Cheyenne Warrior So-
ciety, Kit Fox, counselor of 
Native American youth, and 
teacher of Cheyenne customs 
and how to integrate those 
into modern life. Jon was a 
talented writer, musician and 
history buff. He loved to talk 
with people and was a gift-
ed listener. Jon had a gen-
tle spirit and will be greatly 
missed by all who loved him.     

 Survivors include com-
panion Betty (Harvey) Bail-
lio of the home in Calumet, 
children, Benjamin Levi 
West and wife Bianca of West 
Orange, N.J., Niandra Fawn 
Murillo and husband John 
of Sapulpa, Okla., Amanda 

West of Sapulpa, Okla., 
Dwayne “DJ” Gillespie and 
wife Cheyenne of Oklahoma 
City, Savannah Alexis West 
of Oklahoma City, Caleb 
Phillip West of Oklahoma 
City, Jennifer (Harvey) Leck 
and husband Brian of Calu-
met and Jason Harvey also of 
Calumet, 11 grandchildren, 
siblings, Lance Henson, 
Dana West, and Kimberly 
West as well as numerous 
adopted relatives and friends 
from many different tribes 
and walks of life. 

Jon was preceded in death 
by his parents Lemuel and 
Minnie West and brother Mi-
chael West.
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