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Cheyenne and Arapaho Elders Receive
Second COVID-19 Vaccines

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ 
Elders living at the Independent 
Living Center in Clinton, Okla. 
have now received their second 
dose of the Pfizer COVID-19 vac-
cine.

The Clinton Indian Health Ser-
vices, in conjunction with the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ 
Dept. of Health vaccinated over 30 
residents with their second dose on 
Jan. 11, 2021.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Lt. Gov. 
Gib Miles also received his second 
vaccine, with Gov. Reggie Wassa-
na receiving his first dose of the 
Pfizer vaccine.

“We are excited and relieved to 
see, what we hope is the beginning to the end of this pan-
demic. This will be an ongoing process getting vaccina-
tions out for months to come, but it’s a start back to a 
normal life,” Gov. Wassana said.

According to a PSA released by the Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes’ COVID Task Force, there have been over 500 
tribal citizens vaccinated to date (as of print deadline).

Oklahoma has been ranked as top five in the country 
for COVID-19 test positivity for several weeks running.

There have 
been a total of 
31,175 new-
ly reported 
COVID-19 cas-
es from Jan. 4 
through Jan. 11, 
2021 and 228 
deaths during 
that time frame. 
O k l a h o m a 
broke all re-
cords for high-
est single day 
positivity rate 
on Jan. 10 with 
6,487 new cas-
es.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ Gov. Reggie Wassana receives his first dose of the Pfizer 
vaccine on Jan. 8, administered by Clinton I.H.S. Lydia Garvey, RN. (Photos / Rosemary 
Stephens)

Lt. Gov. Gib Miles receives his seond dose of the Pfizer vaccine on Jan. 8, 2021, admin-
istered by Clinton I.H.S. Christine Coughlin, RN.

Clinton I.H.S. Andrea Cloud administers the first vac-
cines on Dec. 18, 2020 to tribal Elders living at the Indepen-
dent Living Center in Clinton, Okla.

Clinton I.H.S. Christine Coughlin administers the Pfizer 
vaccine to tribal Elder Lightfoot Hawkins during the first 
round of vaccinations Dec. 18, 2020 at the Independent Liv-
ing Center in Clinton, Okla. The tribal Elders all received 
their second doses on Jan. 8, 2021.

Rosemary Stephens , Editor-in-Chief

Rosemary Stephens, Editor-in-Chief

On Jan. 6, 2021 people from across the 
United States watched in real time as thou-
sands of rioters stormed the United States 
Capitol in Washington, D.C. 

What was supposed to be a “Save Ameri-
ca” protest rally, quickly evolved into some-
thing much more sinister and terrifying as the 
mob began to scale the Capitol walls, break-
ing windows, doors, and busting through 
barricades.

The lack of police presence before and 
during the chaos was stunning. Unlike many 
previous protests held at the State Capitol 
where the presence of law enforcement of all 
agencies are visibly seen and felt through the 
federal grounds.

The pro-Trump rioters came from across 
the country, including elected government 
representatives, active duty law enforcement 
individuals and former law enforcement in-
dividuals as well as former military veter-
ans. There were housewives, children, and a 
multitude of individuals wearing gas masks,   

Insurrection at the U.S. Capitol

Rioters scream at law enforcemnt during the seige on the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. on Jan. 6, 2021. (Photo / Ash Gilbertson)
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(WASHINGTON, DC) “The 
establishment of a Native Amer-
ican Languages Resource Cen-
ter will play an important role in 
amplifying the voices of Native 
Americans and ensure that Native 
languages will live on for genera-
tions to come.”

New Mexico Congresswoman 
Deb Haaland has introduced the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
companion bill to the Senate’s 
Native American Languages Re-
source Center Act, which would 
create a designated resource center 
for the protection and stability of 
Native American language educa-
tion.

“The beauty of a Native lan-
guage is something that has been 
passed down from generation to 
generation, but the federal govern-
ment has fallen short on resources 
to teach these languages. I learned 

some Kares from my grandparents 
and my Mom, who still speaks 
our language fluently, but we’re at 
risk of losing the language and the 
traditional knowledge that comes 
with it.

That’s why Senator Schatz and 
I introduced the Native American 
Languages Resource Center Act. 
This bill will protect our Native 
languages and ensure the next gen-
eration has access to the traditions 
of our ancestors,” commented 
Haaland, vice-chair of the Con-
gressional Native American Cau-
cus.

Strict curfews and stay-at-
home orders to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19 in hard-hit Native 
communities are threatening the 
progress made by grassroots initia-
tives to preserve Indigenous lan-
guages.

Now, more than ever, Congress 

needs to take decisive actions in 
furtherance of the trust responsi-
bility of the U.S. and carry out the 
commitments and policies enacted 
under the Native American Lan-
guages Act.

The Native American Lan-
guages Resource Center would: 
• Be a consortium of institutions 
that reflect the diversity of Native 
American languages, cultures and 
communities throughout the U.S. 
• Provide support for Native Amer-
ican language medium/immersion 
programs and schools serving chil-
dren of all ages and at all levels 
of learning, from Pre-K to PhD. 
• Provide a central out-
reach to other Native Amer-
ican language programs. 
• Provide necessary resources and 
best practices to support distance 
learning.

The Native American Languag-

es Resource Center Act is endorsed 
by Tribes, Tribal organizations, 
and groups and organizations sup-
porting the protection and stability 
of Native American language edu-
cation.

“The National Coalition of Na-
tive American Language Schools 
and Programs supports the Native 
American Languages Resource 
Center Act. As we commemorate 
the thirtieth anniversary of the pas-
sage of the 1990 Native American 
Languages Act, we applaud the 
vision of Representative Haaland 
and Senator Schatz to establish a 
center to support Native American 
Languages. We must quicken the 
pace over the next thirty years in 
our language revitalization efforts 
to ensure this protection and pro-
motion is rightfully sustained for 
our next generations.

A focused Native American 

Language Center is an important 
next step to support the rights and 
freedom to use our Native Amer-
ican languages now and into the 
future,” explained Leslie Harp-
er, president, National Coalition 
of Native American Language 
Schools and Programs.

“The establishment of a Native 
American Languages Resource 
Center will play an important role 
in amplifying the voices of Native 
Americans and ensure that Native 
languages will live on for genera-
tions to come. The Joint National 
Committee for Languages (JNCL) 
is proud to endorse legislation 
that provides essential resourc-
es to support the revitalization of 
Native languages in communities 
across the country,” added Alissa 
Rutkowski, policy manager, JNCL 
and the National Council for Lan-
guages and International Studies.

House Introduces Native American 
Language Resource Center Bill

Now is the perfect time to educate 
the youth of both Colorado and the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes about 
the state’s history, particularly the 
Sand Creek Massacre, so that ev-
eryone can start the healing process, 
tribal representatives recently told 
the Clear Creek commissioners.

In November, the Oklaho-
ma-based Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes filed a federal petition to re-
name Mount Evans to Mount Blue 
Sky, a name significant to both tribes.

Colorado’s then-territorial Gov. 
John Evans is believed to have au-
thorized the Sand Creek Massacre 
in which American soldiers fired on 
and killed Cheyenne and Arapaho 
civilians.

The Mount Blue Sky petition and 
at least three others to rename the 
peak are being evaluated by a state 
advisory board, which will then 
make a recommendation to the fed-
eral naming board. The tribes are 
hopeful for a decision by this sum-
mer.

Clear Creek has registered as neu-
tral on all the petitions, but Com-
missioner Randy Wheelock said the 
county will hear from the communi-
ty before deciding which petition, if 
any, to support.

The county commissioners hosted 
a Dec. 22 work session with mem-
bers of the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
tribes not to discuss the merits or 
demerits of any petition but to be-
come acquainted with the historical 
purpose behind the issue, Wheelock 
said.

“It’s just an opportunity for (tribal 

representatives) to come in and speak 
to us about their history, position and 
beliefs,” Wheelock continued.

The land as a history book
Crystal C’Bearing, deputy direc-

tor of the Northern Arapaho’s trib-
al historic preservation office, de-
scribed how the Arapaho once lived 
in bands ranging from Canada to 
Mexico, and how Colorado became 
a hub for several tribes. They hosted 
ceremonies and gathered plants for 
medicines.

“A lot of our youth think our res-
ervation is the only thing we’ve got,” 
she continued. “They don’t realize 
that we were all over this continent. 
They don’t connect to that.”

C’Bearing described taking a 
group of youth to Colorado for a 
basketball tournament and showing 
them the site of a council tree, say-
ing, “We want the kids to have that 
connection to who we are. The land 
is our history books; it tells the sto-
ry.”

More importantly, she said, the 
tribes still use the land to gather and 
pray. The ceremonies haven’t been 
eliminated, and she hopes these 
gatherings can be an opportunity for 
people to share their cultures and his-
tories, and build better relationships.

“It’s the perfect time to educate 
not only our tribe’s community but 
also the citizens of Colorado about 
the history,” she said. “ … It’s not 
pretty how things came to be. We 
have to have some tough conversa-
tions along the way, and that’s the 
only way we’re going to heal.”

Chester Whiteman, Cheyenne co-

ordinator of the Culture Program of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes, 
said that the name Mount Evans 
causes a lot of intergenerational trau-
ma among his community and that 
the peak’s name needs to be replaced 
to begin the healing process.

“This isn’t the only incident or 
atrocity that’s happened to our peo-
ple,” he said, referring to the Sand 
Creek Massacre. “ … I would ap-
preciate a good, hard push to change 
this name.”

Fred Mosqueda, who is 
Whiteman’s counterpart from the 
Arapaho Tribe, said he’s excited to 
see how much support the Mount 
Blue Sky petition has gained since it 
was filed. He added that he’s looking 
forward to working with Clear Creek 
and other counties on this issue.

Along with Wheelock, both Com-
missioners George Marlin and Sean 
Wood thanked the representatives 
for sharing their experiences and 
perspectives, with Marlin saying, 
“It’s a real service for all our board 
members to understand what hap-
pened.”

Wheelock said it was one of the 
best meetings he’s attended in his 
four years as a commissioner in 
terms of being helpful and educa-
tional.

Whiteman and his colleagues ap-
preciated the commissioners’ will-
ingness to listen, saying, “I know 
we can’t change history, but we can 
change how we handle the future 
history.”

This article first appeared in the 
“The Courier.”

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes 
say renaming Mount Evans 
would help educate, heal

By Corinne Westeman, The Courier 
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On Jan. 6, 2021 the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes 
Supreme Court released a 
Nunc Pro Tunc opinion and 
order correction in the Last 
Coup D’Etat Case, Rick 
Dane Moore and Associ-
ates, PLLC v. Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes, Governor 
Reggie Wassana, in his of-
ficial capacity, case number 
SC-2018-33. The Nunc Pro 
Tunc opinion and order re-
places the opinion and order 
originally issued on Dec. 29, 
2020.

The Supreme Court ruled 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes are to negotiate pay-
ment with Attorney Rick 
Dane Moore and Associ-
ates somewhere between 
$100,000 - $174,654.90 for 
his work performed on be-
half of the Tribal Council 
Branch of Government in 
2016 and 2017.

The full Nunc Pro Tunc 
Opinion and Order is avail-
able to all tribal citizens 
to view and download by 
visiting www.cheyennean-
darapaho-nsn.gov/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2016/11/No.-
SC-2018-33 Nunc-Pro-Tunc.
pdf.

BACKGROUND
On May 7, 2016, a Spe-

cial Tribal Council meeting 
was held in Concho, Okla., 
with one of the agenda items 
listed, “approve and hire an 
attorney for the Tribal Coun-
cil office.” The Tribal Coun-
cil approved hiring of Rick 
Dane Moore and Associates 
at the Tribal Council attor-
ney with a vote of 216 for, 7 
against and 3 abstaining.

Former Tribal Council 
Coordinator, Jennifer (Plum-
mer) Wilkinson signed the 
contract between Moore & 
Associates, which would 
later lead to questions about 
the validity of Moore’s con-
tract not being signed by 
the sitting former governor, 
Eddie Hamilton and to the 
non-payment of attorney fees 
for services rendered. (The 
dispute of payment eventu-
ally was filed in the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes’ 
Supreme Court, case number 
SC-2018-33.)

On Oct. 2, 2017 a Rack-
eteering Influenced and Cor-
rupt Organization (RICO) 
lawsuit was filed in the Unit-
ed States District Court for 
the Western District of Okla-
homa, CIV-17-1048-F, Tribal 
Council of the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma 
and Jennifer Wilkinson, Dar-
ryl Seger, Wilma Blackbear, 
Michael Bell and Jane Night-
walkers, plaintiffs v. Brian 
Foster, Mark Cody, Tom 
Fox, Charles Mooris, Kim 
Richey, K. Kirke Kicking-
bird, Daniel Webber, Mary 
Daniel, John G. Ghostbear, 
Jennifer McBee, Robert Wil-
son, Albert Ghezzi, Klint A. 
Cowan, Joyce Wood, Rollin 
Eddie Hamilton, Janice Bo-
swell, Ida Hoffman Chester 
Whiteman, individuals and 
Frederick, Peebles & Mor-
gan, LLP, Hoobs Straus, 
Dean & Wallker, LLP and 
Red Stone Construction Ser-
vices, LLC, defendants.

In the original Introduc-
tion I-1, it reads, in part, 
“Through this action, the 
Tribal Council of the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes, 
made up of all members of 
the Tribes over eighteen (18) 
years of age, on behalf of all 
of its members and all trib-
al members under the age of 
18, seeks to hold responsible 
a cadre of individuals who, 
over the course of the last 
seven years, took control of 
the Tribal government and 
gaming enterprises. Through 
a concerted and systematic 
program of fraud, coercion, 
intimidation, extortion, brib-
ery, and deception, these 
individuals stole and other-
wise diverted hundreds of 
millions of dollars in Tribal 
money for their own person-
al benefit, as

well as for those who sub-
stantially assisted them in 
this scheme.”

In January 2018, Moore 
filed a voluntary dismissal of 
case number CIV-17-1048-F 
stating, “I have given the 
Tribal Council continued 
support and performance but 
no part of the contract to pay 
my firm for attorney fees and 
expenses has been made, and 
you are in breach and have 
defaulted on the contract for 
nearly two years now.”

Moore’s fees were not 
paid under former gover-
nor Eddie Hamilton, nor 
has the current governor, 
Reggie Wassana processed 
his request for payment.

PRESENT
In the Supreme Court 

ruling, on pages 483-484 
it reads, in part, “Defend-
ing the constitutional pre-
rogatives of the Executive 
Branch, Governor Wassa-
na strongly urges that the 
exclusive power to prose-
cute is held only by the Ex-
ecutive Branch, and that 
the Tribal Council Branch 
lacked the power to initiate 
the RICO suit in federal 
court. As to criminal pros-
ecutions, the Governor’s 
position is flatly correct, 
and this Court has so held 
explicitly. Because of the 
nature of the Order that 
follows, with respect to the 
Tribal Council Branch’s 
ability to have initiated the 
federal-court RICO litiga-
tion, for present purpos-
es we need only observe 
that we commented on the 
broader question in The 
Budget Stalemate Case; 

that we adhere to those 
principles today; that the 
federal-court RICO Com-
plaint also claimed relief 
for individual member- 
Plaintiffs who sought var-
ious types and amounts of 
individual monetary re-
covery; and that Tenth Cir-
cuit caselaw also seems to 
acknowledge the possibil-
ity of RICO class actions. 

We need go no further than 
that today. Finally, we note 
the possible existence of what 
at first blush may appear to 
be [depending, inter alia, on 
what a trier-of-fact would 
decide] a hole in the RICO 
Complaint: the absence of 
any BIA PEOPLE [except 
for OFFICER CODY] and/
or SOUTHWEST CASINO & 
HOTEL CORPORATION [or 
a successor entity] as Defen-
dants. Phrased another way, 
the persons and/or entities 
we’ve designated as “B” and 
“C” for hypothetical “tran-
sitive principle of equality” 
or “identity principle” pur-
poses above. We deem those 
omissions explainable on 
a variety of tactical and/or 

substantive grounds, includ-
ing but not limited to Peti-
tioner’s lack of awareness 
of and/or access to obscure 
limited- circulation federal 
documents that could have 
enabled Petitioner to assem-
ble more potentially relevant 
pieces of the factual puzzle. 
This Court is not a federal 
court, and it expresses no 
opinion on RICO [or other] 
statute-of-limitations “dis-
covery rule” issues, breach-
of-trust litigation against the 
United States, any other pos-
sible bases for relief, or how 
anybody should or shouldn’t 
pursue any relief from this 
point forward. 

But for the above reasons, 
we conclude as a matter of 

law that Petitioner is enti-
tled to monetary recovery 
in some amount on equita-
ble “quasi-contract” and/or 
quantum meruit grounds. At 
the conclusion of Governor 
Wassana’s February 4, 2009 
filing in this case, his attor-
neys alternatively requested 
remand for Trial Court pro-
ceedings for reasons that 
would make complete sense 
were this a normal case, and 
were there disputed material 
facts in need of resolution by 
the Trial Court. But because 
we deem this case to be 
unique [and may it forever 
remain so], and because of 
this Court’s reliance on Pe-
titioner’s alternative equita-
ble “quasi-contract” and/or 

quantum meruit basis for its 
claim, there are not. No one 
disputes [nor could anyone 
dispute] that Mr. Moore and 
his law firm did what they 
did. Most of the basis for 
Petitioner’s claim is for the 
preparation of and litigation 
of the federal-court RICO 
claim; that is all a matter 
of public record that any-
body can view; and it largely 
speaks for itself. In a sense, 
the only residual claim that 
arguably involves any ques-
tion of fact is the dollar 
amount of relief to which Pe-
titioner is entitled, and that 
issue is solely remedial. 

And even that question 
is limited on the “upside” 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ Supreme 
Court Issues Ruling in the Case of Rick 
Dane Moore & Associates, PLLC v. 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes

On Wednesday, January 6, 2021, the Supreme Court of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes issued a Nunc Pro Tunc Order that 
replaces the Opinion and Order issued on Tuesday, December 29, 2020, in Case Number. SC-2018-0033. Said Nunc Pro Tunc 
Order is available to view and download on the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes website under Judicial Branch, or you can ac-
cess the document by using the following link: https://cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov/wp-conent/uploads/2016/11/No.-SC-2018-33 
Nunc-Pro-Tunc.pdf.

See SC RULING pg. 5

On Friday, Jan. 8, 2021, Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes Gov. Reggie Was-
sana and Nathan Hart, executive di-
rector for the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes’ Dept. of Business represented 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes in 
receiving recognition from the Office 
of the Secretary of Defense Employer 
Support of the Guard and Reserve.

“We were each given recognition 
for contributing to National Security 
and Protecting Liberty and Freedom by 
Supporting Employee Participation in 
America’s National Guard and Reserve 
Force.”

The recognition came for tribal citi-
zen and tribal employee, Jeffery Elizon-
do who is an Infantryman-Lieutenant 
of the Oklahoma National Guard. Eli-
zondo is also the Fire Management 
Director/Officer for the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes’ Fire Management & 
Prevention Program.

“I am honored to work in the same 
department as Jeffery and will continue 
to dedicate support to the Fire Manage-
ment Program he directs and to sup-
port his involvement in the National 
Guard,” Hart said.

Pictured l-r: Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Dept. of Business Executive 
Director Nathan Hart, Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Gov. Reggie Wassana, 
Infantryman/Lieutenant, Oklahoma National Guard Jeffery Elizondo and 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Office of Veteran Affairs Director George Brian 
Sykes. (Photo / Christopher RomanNose)

Recognition of Honor and Dedication
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carrying weapons, zip ties, 
and one person even con-
structing a life size hanging 
gallows on federal property 
with a noose.

Dalton Walker, a corre-
spondent for Indian Coun-
try Today wrote in an article, 
“Critics across social media 
point out the juxtaposition 
between the violent mob at 
the U.S. Capitol and peace-
ful Standing Rock water de-
fenders.”

The article began, in 
part, by stating, “As a vio-
lent mob backing President 
Donald Trump stormed the 
U.S. Capitol on Wednesday 
with what appeared to be 
relative ease, many in In-
dian Country took to social 
media to point out drastic 
differences of past treat-
ment by law enforcement of 
water protectors and other 
peaceful protestors.” (See 
Walker’s article below.)

The National Con-
gress of American Indians 
(NCAI) tweeted, “The ac-
tions of those who breached 
the U.S. Capitol building 
put the lives and liberties of 
many in danger. These ac-

tions, incited by President 
Trump and his enablers, are 
rooted in systemic and acute 
racism and hate, and rep-
resent direct attacks on our 
democracy.”

The siege lasted over 
four hours culminating in 
five deaths, one being a U.S. 
Capitol police officer, Brian 
Sicknick, who was beaten 
on the head by rioters with 
fire extinguishers and later 
died from his injuries. Re-
ports have also come out 
since the siege of another 
U.S. Capitol officer, How-
ard Liebengood taking his 
own life three days after the 
attempted insurrection. Li-
ebengood had been with the 
Capitol police since 2005.

The Dept. of Justice in 
conjunction with the FBI 
and the U.S. Capitol Police 
have released a series of 
photos of individuals they 
are seeking for prosecution 
for the siege on the Capitol. 
One such photo resembled 
Canadian County Sheriff 
Chris West located in El 
Reno, Okla.

West who traveled to 
D.C. to attend the protest 

held a press conference to 
address the photo, stating 
it was not him  pictured in 
the photo, however he said 
he attended the protest but 
did not participate in the 
destruction of the U.S. Cap-
itol. 

Many took to social me-
dia demanding his resig-
nation and questioning his 
long history of controversial 
social media posts on Face-
book and Twitter stating his 
comments reflect a racist 
undertone.

“I went to Washington 
DC this week,” West said. 
“I went as a citizen, as 
Chris West the individual. 
I’m a Trump supporter. I 
don’t think that there’s any 
surprise about that. I think, 
people are very aware of 
it. I’m pretty outspoken. I 
think it’s really important 
for me to say that.”

He continued to try and 
reassure those who live in 
Canadian County that his 
personal politics, as an indi-
vidual, does not affect how 
he does the job of being the 
county’s top law enforce-
ment officer.

Since West’s public 
statement an individual by 
the name of Bryan Harter 
tweeted, “I was in DC for 

the protest at the capitol 
with sheriff west. I took a 
weeks vacation, spent my 
own money and drove 40 
hours round trip! After 23 
years of military service, I 
felt it my duty to stand for 
us. For fair elections. Hon-
estly they are lucky we 
just occupied. We literally 
pushed past the police said 
we are here and left. Burned 
nothing looted nothing. 
Now we are called terror-
ists. People better wake up 
before it’s too late!”

Harter’s tweet calls into 
question public comments 
Sheriff West made to the 
media stating he did not go 
inside the U.S. Capitol.

Since Friday, Jan. 8 a 
petition for West’s removal 
was submitted to Oklaho-
ma Attorney General Mike 
Hunter, filed by Yukon res-
ident, Brandy Becerra, and 
can be found on change.org. 
The petition had 2,094 sig-
natures as of Monday, Jan. 
11. Calls to Sheriff West for 
comment were not returned.

As of press time, there 
have been 82 arrested for 
their part in the attack on 
the U.S. Capitol, with law 
enforcement actively seek-
ing thousands of more indi-
viduals.

INSURRECTION
continued from pg. 1

Doug Jensen from Des Moines, Iowa is now facing fed-
eral charges after being identified through his photos, one 
taken by Associate Press photojournalist Manuel Balce Ce-
neta.

Jake Angeli (center) of Phoenix, Ariz., seen in several 
photos throughout the siege on the U.S. Capitol is one of the 
leaders of the QAnon group based out of Phoenix. (Photo 
by Saul Loeb/Getty Images)

Dalton Walker
Indian Country Today

Critics across social 
media point out the jux-
taposition between the 
violent mob at the U.S. 
Capitol and peaceful 
Standing Rock water de-
fenders

As a violent mob 
backing President Don-
ald Trump stormed the 
U.S. Capitol on Wednes-
day with what appeared 
to be relative ease, many 
in Indian Country took 
to social media to point 
out drastic differences of 
past treatment by law en-
forcement of water pro-
tectors and other peace-
ful protestors.

In a chaotic scene in 
Washington, D.C., that 
lasted for hours, doz-
ens of Trump supporters 
rushed the famous build-
ing, causing lawmakers 
to scramble for safety 
and the building to be 
locked down.

Videos posted on so-
cial media show a vio-
lent mob, many wearing 
Trump gear, knocking 
down police barriers 
and damaging building 
property. The mob even 
reached the Senate floor 
and posed for photos, 
while one video showed 
police taking a selfie 
photo with members of 

the mob.
One person was shot 

and killed at the Capitol, 
The Associated Press re-
ported, citing sources fa-
miliar with the situation. 
Police eventually used 
tear gas and percussion 
grenades to clear people 
from the grounds ahead 
of a curfew in Washing-
ton.

The district’s police 
chief said at least 13 
people were arrested, 
and five firearms had 
been recovered during 
the pro-Trump protests. 
Rep. Markwayne Mul-
lin, Cherokee, of Okla-
homa, told ABC News 
that he was inside and 
spoke with some of the 
Trump supporters. A 
photo posted on social 
media shows Mullin 
behind civilian-dressed 
law enforcement with 
guns drawn and aimed at 
the door. “It’s fortunate 
that a lot more civilians 
didn’t get shot because 
(Capitol) police showed 
a great restraint by not 
doing so. A great re-
straint.”

Rep. Tom Cole, 
Chickasaw, of Oklaho-
ma, said he was out-
raged by the “lawless 
protests,” and it’s not the 
“American way.”

“While Americans 
have the right to pas-

sionately voice their 
views and peacefully 
dissent in protest, I 
strongly condemn the 
perpetrators of this 
destructive and violent 
activity,” Cole said in 
a tweet.

Critics, including 
Black, Indigenous and 
people of color, say at 
least some of the scene 
was a stark contrast 
to what water protec-
tors and treaty defend-
ers have faced over the 
years, specifically at 
Standing Rock in 2016, 
where law enforcement 
repeatedly used tear gas, 
water cannons and rub-
ber bullets.

More than 760 arrests 
were made in southern 
North Dakota during 
the height of protests in 
2016 and 2017. At times, 
thousands of pipeline 
opponents gathered in 
the region to protest the 
$3.8 billion project to 
move North Dakota oil 
to Illinois, but the effort 
didn’t stop the project.

NDN Collective 
CEO and President 
Nick Tilsen, who was 
arrested during a rally 
against Trump’s vis-
it to the Black Hills in 
July, didn’t hold back on 
Twitter.

“If these were Black, 
Brown and Indigenous 

people they would of 
killed us already; read 
between the lines peo-
ple,” Tilsen, Oglala La-
kota, said in a tweet.

Everett Baxter, Oma-
ha Tribe of Nebraska 
chairman, said Natives 
speaking their mind 
get arrested, while the 
Trump supporters in 
Washington, D.C., “will 
probably get pardons.”

Baxter also ques-
tioned Nebraska state 
leaders in their involve-
ment at Standing Rock.

“The Nebraska State 
Patrol sent officers to 
aid North Dakota’s law 
enforcement against the 
water protectors during 
(the) Standing Rock 
standoff,” Baxter post-
ed on Facebook. “Will 
Nebraska do the same to 
aid the law enforcement 
of the Washington D.C. 
riots? Not likely.”

On Twitter, writer, 
actor and producer Azie 
Mira Dungey, Pamun-
key, called out law en-
forcement’s response at 
the Capitol.

“Police literally 
worked harder to make 
sure a private company 
could build an oil pipe-
line on Native land, and 

to stop black people 
from walking through 
their own neighborhood 
asking politely not to be 
murdered, than to stop a 
few hundred white men 
from taking over the US 
Capitol,” Dungey said in 
a tweet.

Nick Estes, Lower 
Brule Sioux Tribe, is a 
college professor and 
host of “The Red Na-
tion” podcast. He re-
sponded to South Da-
kota Gov. Kristi Noem’s 
tweet criticizing the vio-
lence. Her post included 
the comment, “We are 
all entitled to peacefully 
protest.”

“What? You pushed 
laws to criminalize pro-
test in SD and pushed 
conspiracy theories 
about stolen election,” 
Estes said.

Comedian Lucas 
Brown Eyes, Oglala La-
kota, tweeted photos of 
water protectors being 
attacked by law enforce-
ment at Standing Rock.

“As we watch Trump-
ers storm the capital with 
guns. Just a reminder, 
this is what America did 
to Natives protesting 
for clean water,” Brown 
Eyes said.

Here are more posts 
from Indian Country:

Dalton Walker, Red 
Lake Anishinaabe, is 
a national correspon-
dent at Indian Country 
Today. Follow him on 
Twitter: @daltonwalk-
er Walker is based in 
Phoenix and enjoys 
Arizona winters.

The Associated Press 
contributed to this re-
port.

Use of force: Capitol vs. Standing Rock

Trump supporters climb the west wall of the the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2021 
(AP Photo / Jose Luis Magana)

Eric Gavelek Munchel, who brought zip ties to the Capitol insurrection has been identi-
fied and arrested by the FBI. (AP Photo)



PAGE 5Tsistsistas & Hinonoei Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune

by Petitioner’s original 
$176,654.90 claim. On the 
hypothesis that Petitioner 
is lawfully entitled to ANY-
THING as “quasi-contract” 
and/or quantum meruit re-
covery [as, this Court has 
decided, it is], we think that 
awarding Petitioner any-
thing less than $100,000 for 
its work would be unreason-
able. With that as a mini-
mum, we retain continuing 
jurisdiction and direct the 
parties to seek to reach a 
mutually agreed settlement 
in an amount between those 
two figures, and to file a 
joint statement reflecting the 
agreed amount within 30 
days of the filing of this Opin-
ion and Order. We explicitly 
authorize Governor Wassana 
to pay Petitioner the agreed 
amount. Upon the filing of 
that statement and payment, 
this Court will enter a Final 
Order closing this case. 

And closing FOREVER, 
we hope, the COUP D’ÉTAT 
era in Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho history. We dedicate this 
Opinion and Order to all 
Cheyenne and Arapaho cit-
izens of good will who will 
help preserve the Rule of 
Law within the Tribes. 

Although the Supreme 
Court has requested a nego-
tiation between Moore and 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes’ Moore has made an 
initial stand by requesting the 
full amount of $174,654.90. 
In a letter dated Jan. 5 ad-
dressed to Gov. Wassana 
sent to the Tribal Tribune 
from Rick Dane Moore & 
Associates, Moore writes, 
“The Moore Law Firm was 
likewise recognized by the 
Supreme Court as being in-
strumental in helping with 
overturning the coup. The 
amount the Supreme Court 
authorized to be paid to 
my law firm ranges from 
$100,000 to $174,654.90. I 
am asking that for the rea-
sons set forth below, that my 
law firm be paid for the total 
amount it is owed.”

In summary of those rea-
sons, Moore writes he com-

mitted his law for two years 
of “intense focus and expen-
sive litigation” to protect the 
people and their Constitution 
by taking out the RICO ring.

However, in Moore’s 
closing statements in the Jan. 
5 letter he writes, “We ded-
icated ourselves to provide 
legal advocacy as an expres-
sion of your Constitution and 
the federal law. We freely 
gave of our political exper-
tise and money out-of-pock-
et to ensure that the rightful 
Cheyenne and Arapaho lead-
ership would be democrat-
ically chosen by the people 
in free elections, so that the 
Honorable Justices of the Su-
preme Court could reassume 
their duties, and that a freely 
elected tribal governor could 
retake the helm. Those were 
our goals and our goals were 
reached. The present harmo-
nious state of tribal affairs 
is proof that we joined with 
those who would restore 
good governance and we all 
succeeded, of that I am ex-
tremely proud, humbled and 
appreciative.”

Moore closed his letter 
with the following statement, 
“We stand ready to negotiate 
the attorney fees as ordered 
by the Supreme Court and we 
would assist the Executive 
Branch of the Tribes in revis-
ing the details of the RICO 
claim if that is requested. I 
will note that the analysis 
and facts put forth in Justice 
Arrow’s Opinion and Order 
are a detailed road map to 
prosecuting the malefactors 
further. Unfortunately, time 
did not permit this level of 
detail and the records were 
not available to us when we 
filed the RICO complaint un-
der a tight timeline.”

Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes’ Gov. Reggie Wassa-
na declined to comment for 
this story due to potential 
pending litigation stating 
after all the documents had 
been thoroughly reviewed, 
an official statement would 
be released from the Execu-
tive office pertaining to the 
Supreme Court ruling.

SC RULING
continued from pg. 3

Latoya Lonelodge
Staff Reporter

New transitions are un-
derway at Bacone College 
in Muskogee, Okla., for 
the 2021-year with the an-
nouncement of Michael 
Elizondo Jr., a citizen of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes, as the new director 
for their School of Indian 
Art. The college released 
the announcement on Dec. 
28, 2020, along with the 
announcement of former 
School of Indian Art Direc-
tor Gerald Cournoyer, Ogala 
Lakota artist, being promot-
ed to Vice-President of De-
velopment.

Growing up as an art 
student, Elizondo always 
held ties to Bacone College 
through his research of other 
Native American artists who 
once held the director’s posi-
tion at the School of Art.

From Tulsa, Okla., Eli-
zondo graduated from Se-
quoyah High School in 
Tahlequah, Okla., where he 
earned a cross country and 
track scholarship to Okla-
homa Baptist University 
(OBU). 

Upon entering college at 
OBU, Elizondo said he de-
cided to declare his major in 
art because art had always 
been apart of his life. 

“My dad was an artist and 
even on my mom’s side, my 
grandpa’s a bead worker, 
as well as her brothers and 
sisters, they all have some 

kind of gift, they’re painting, 
sculpting, carving and so for 
me, I’ve always enjoyed be-
ing around it and I decided 
to take it as far as I could,” 
Elizondo said. 

Elizondo graduated from 
OBU in 2008 and continued 
to the University of Oklaho-
ma (OU), where he obtained 
his Master’s Degree in Fine 
Arts in 2011. During his time 
at OU, Elizondo said he had 
the opportunity to work with 
professors that were active in 
exhibiting. 

“I began to exhibit myself 
and they also encouraged 
me to go ahead and take 
some classes on my own to 
teach undergraduates and so 
I enjoyed that and it really 
helped me to be able to break 
down all the things I learned 
to teach new learners,” Eli-
zondo said. 

Focusing his artwork on 
painting and drawing, Eli-
zondo became a full time art-
ist following graduation. 

From 2012-2013 Elizon-
do was offered an adjunct 
instructor position at Bacone 
before spending the next few 
years teaching at the Uni-
versity of Central Oklaho-
ma from 2014-2016 and at 
the Comanche Nation Col-
lege in 2016. Later that year 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes’ Language Depart-
ment was granted a Master 
Apprentice Grant, where Eli-
zondo would begin working 
for the next four years. 

“I really enjoyed being 

around our language and our 
culture, my grandma, she’s a 
Cheyenne from Seiling, her 
name is Patricia Mousetrail 
Russell and she’s always 
been a really big influence 
on me,” Elizondo said.

Elizondo said his grand-
mother loved to speak the 
language and loved telling 
stories about the culture.

“I wanted to join the pro-
gram to be able to be a help-
ing hand in helping with our 
language,” Elizondo said. 

When Bacone reached 
out to Elizondo offering him 
the director position of the 
School of Indian Art, Elizon-
do said he was surprised, but 
knew immediately that he 
wanted to be a part of it.

“I was very happy to be 
able to have the opportunity 
to get back into the arts and 
be able to share with up and 
coming students, which at 
Bacone College, is primarily 
Native Americans, and I’d 
get the chance to be able to 
help them get a start in the 
arts,” Elizondo said. 

With a long history of 
artists that once held the di-
rector’s position at Bacone’s 
School of Indian Art, Elizon-
do said he felt honored to be 
among the list of previous art 
directors. 

Remembering three for-
mer directors of Bacone’s 
School of Art, Elizondo said 
they all had a great influence 
on him as an art student. 

“There’s Dick West, who’s 
Cheyenne as well, whenever 

I was an art student it was a 
challenge for me to be able 
to connect with European 
Art History at times because 
that shared culture wasn’t 
in their work, so in my own 
time I would research other 
Native American artists that 
had something to do with 
my own culture and my re-
search always came over to 
Bacone,” Elizondo said. 

Woody Crumbo and Acee 
Blue Eagle were also among 
the list of former directors at 
Bacone that had an influence 
on Elizondo.

“They were able to influ-
ence a lot of their students to 
create a whole different style 
of work that you continue to 
see around Oklahoma and 
so for me to be considered a 
director in the history of di-
rectors that have been here 
before all the way up until 
now, it’s an honor to be apart 
of it,” Elizondo said. 

As the recent former di-
rector of Bacone’s School 
of Indian Art, Cournoyer 
helped search for his replace-
ment once he was promoted 
to Vice President of Devel-
opment at Bacone. 

From the Pine Ridge Res-
ervation in South Dakota, 
Cournoyer is a painter that 
focuses on mythology, using 
numerology, symbology and 
color. 

Cournoyer began his role 
as director in 2018 and soon 
found himself in the middle 
of a time where repairs were 
drastically needed in the art 

As the state of emergency 
continues due to the commu-
nity spread of COVID-19 in 
our state. This notice will 
remain in effect with com-
pliance of the following 
service rules which will be 
required while using CATT 
(Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribal Transit) services.

Revised Service Schedule
DEMAND RESPONSE 

services is the ONLY service 
we’re offering momentarily!

What is demand response 
services?

Transports on a case-by-
case need where the client 
must identify transportation 
request. Transports are ar-
ranged on a first-come/first-
serve basis, the availability 
of drivers, and the availabili-
ty of vehicle.

How to schedule a ride?
Call and request 24hrs in 

advance at 1-800-247-4612, 
Ext. 32600

Note: Fare costs will be 
waived until further notice 
for all clients of the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribal 
Transit (CATT)!

CATT Service Rules
Out of concern for safety 

and following CDC guide-
lines, CATT will limit con-
tact between drivers and pas-
sengers to further decrease 
the possibility of the spread 
of the Coronavirus, the 

CATT has developed the fol-
lowing rules and respectfully 
asks that you abide by them 
for the health and wellness of 
everyone:

Passengers must com-
plete a brief questionnaire 
by phone call before driver/
vehicle dispatched to pick-
up location

Passengers temperature 
reading shall be done prior to 
boarding

Face coverings are re-
quired for all passengers 
(CATT will provide face 
masks upon boarding, if 
needed)

Face coverings must be 
worn throughout the dura-
tion of the transport

Gloves will also be pro-
vided however are not re-
quired to be worn throughout 
the duration of the transport

Social distancing on vehi-
cles in which passengers are 
required to maintain at least 
3-feet between themselves 
and others creates capacity 
limits that vary by vehicle.

Any passengers that 
are sick or displaying any 
COVID-19 symptoms will 
not be allowed to board any 
CATT vehicle!

Any questions, please call 
our office daily from 9 am 
to 4 pm at: 580-331-2600 or 
toll free at 800-247-4612 ext. 
32600.

Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribal 
Transit Services

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal Citizen 
Appointed as New Director for Bacone 
College School of Indian Art

I decided before I ran in 
2017 that I only wanted one 
term as a legislator. Those 
close to me know that.  

   I won’t run again for 
this simple reason ... I don’t 
want to. 

   I decided to come 
forward now in hopes that 
someone will step up to 
serve that has a strong work 
ethic, history, and education. 

   I’ve set goals throughout 
my lifetime and retirement 
was a big one. I’ve worked 
steadily & full-time for 43 
years, paid into SS for that 
long too, so I am really 
excited & ready to chill. 

   I started working full 
time as a teen. I put myself 
through college earning a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Trade 
& Industrial Education while 
working full-time as a single 
parent with no support from 
that other parent. 

  I realized I couldn’t 
support myself and two 

kids on minimum wage so 
I sought a skill that sever-
al years later led to an offer 
for a job teaching that skill. 
I retired from teaching after 
27 years then worked for our 
tribes in several capacities. 

  I worked briefly at Lucky 
Star - Canton casino. 

  Then part-time Tribal 
Youth Program and part-time 
Head Start teacher/mentor, 
simultaneously.  

  After being off for a 
while I started working for 
the Language program.             

  Finally, as the Arapaho 
District 1 legislator. 

  I’ve accomplished some 
things while in office; 

Advocated for my com-
munity  

Pushed for the parking lot 
at the Canton Community 
Hall 

Worked on renovating 
the Canton Community Hall 
BEFORE the pandemic and 
Emergency Response Cen-

ters 
Pushed for a recreational 

park/business at the Canton-
ment area (pandemic slowed 
this way down) 

Bill - updated Illegal 
Dumping on tribal property 

Bill - Veteran’s Burial 
Flag 

Bill - Free vehicle tags for 
veterans  

Bill - Harboring a Run-
away 

Bill - Criminal Codes 
Section 308 - Harassment 
and/or Bullying within the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes’ Jurisdiction  

Bill - Criminal Codes 
Section 309 - Stalking with-
in the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes’ Jurisdiction 

Investigations of reports 
of wrongdoings and nomi-
nees for boards and commis-
sions 

Drafted letter to provide 
free usage of the tribal com-
munity halls 

Provided weekly Arapaho 
culture lessons 

Provided weekly Arapaho 
language lessons 

Provided almost daily 
updates on social media by 
posting relevant community 
information  

Took Southern Arapa-
hos to Boulder, Colorado to 
participate in the Indigenous 
Peoples Day in 2018 & in 
2019, coronavirus cancelled 
us in 2020 

Planned on taking kids 
to a Language and Culture 
camp in Colorado, coronavi-
rus cancelled us in 2020 

Helped over 50 something 
people receive their Arapaho 
names 

Created a Food Pantry in 
A1 District  

Created a Clothes Project 
in A1 District 

Provided monthly food 
& hygiene supplies to the 

Message from Arapaho District 1 
Legislator - Billie Sutton

See A1 LEGISLATOR pg. 9

See BACONE COLLEGE pg. 9
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OBITUARIESOBITUARIES
Timothy Lee Armstrong Naomi Wilson Pena 

Shirley Ella Hampton Jessie Ada Sankey

Audrey Faye Weeks

Timothy Lee Armstrong 
was born Aug. 30, 1960 in 
Lawton, Okla. to Franklin 
Delano Armstrong and Ruby 
(Redhorn) Armstrong.

He passed away Jan. 1, 
2021 in Tulsa, Okla. at the 
age of 60.

Timothy was a graduate 
of Anadarko High School 
and later attended Bacone 
College in Muskogee, Okla. 
He worked as a mechanic 
and enjoyed fishing and tell-
ing stories. He was very ad-
venturous and enjoyed walk-
ing and just riding around.

He is preceded in death by 
his parents, three brothers, 
William, James and Delford, 
one sister Sylvia Bosin, his 

son Derrick Armstrong and 
grandchild Lalalonnie Arm-
strong.

Survivors include his two 
daughters, Naomi Armstrong 
of Okemah and Maritha 
Armstrong of Oklahoma 
City, brother Mitchell Arm-
strong of Lawton, Okla., 
three sisters, Tony Armstrong 
of Minnesota, Stella Vaughn 
of Lawton and Josephine 
Delaware of Hartshorne, 
Okla., 10 grandchildren, 
Jeremy Cyphers, Helen Cy-
phers, Michael Cyphers, Ki-
ylee Armstrong, Aries Arm-
strong, Nee Nees Armstrong, 
Dylan McClellan, Robbie 
Armstrong, Rose Armstrong 
and Michelle Armstrong and 

one great-grandchild, Eden 
“Eddie” McClellan. He is 
also survived by his ex-wife 
and close friend Robin Jim-
boy of Okemah.

A viewing service was 
held Jan. 6 at the Park Broth-
ers Funeral Home in Oke-
mah, Okla.

Shirley Ella Hampton was 
born April 17, 1959 as the 
youngest daughter of Esther 
AmericanHorse and Chief 
Albert Master Hamilton. She 
passed from this earth on 
Dec. 29, 2020.

Shirley graduated from 
Kingfisher High School. She 
proceeded to Haskell Indian 
college where she received 
her diploma in childhood 
education. She worked for 
the Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribes for 12 years at 

the Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Youth Shelter as a night 
youth counselor. She also 
helped take care of her niec-
es and nephews.

She is survived by two 
sisters, June Hamilton and 
Katie Hamilton of Kingfish-
er and one brother Pat Ham-
ilton of Elk City, Okla.

Graveside services were 
held Jan. 4 at the Kingfish-
er Cemetery in Kingfisher, 
Okla.

Gilbert ‘Gilly’ Lamebull Jr.

Gilbert ‘Gilly’ Lamebull 
Jr. died Jan. 2, 2021, at the 
Integris Baptist Medical 
Center in Oklahoma City.  

Gilly was born Aug. 29, 
1940 in Concho, Okla. He 
was raised in Kingfisher 
but lived most of his life in 
Oklahoma City. He was an 
accounting technician retired 
from the Department of the 
Interior.  Gilly’s hobbies in-
cluded going to garage sales 

and casinos, traveling and at-
tending powwows.

Survivors include his 
children, Gilbert Lamebull 
III, of Oklahoma City, Mi-
chael Gordon Lamebull 
and wife Sara, of El Reno 
and Ella Newakis Lamebull 
of Oklahoma City, broth-
er Gordon Lamebull of El 
Reno, grandchildren, Gor-
don Lamebull, Phillip Red-
bird, Jennifer Redbird, Ethan 
Redbird, Virgil Woods, 
Sage Michael Lamebull, 
Thomas Lamebull, Markus 
Lamebull, Blake Lamebull, 
and Serena Lamebull and 
great-grandchildren, Peyton 
Lamebull, Logan Lamebull, 
Rudy Lamebull and Snow 
Redbird.

Gilly’s wife Sandra Sue 
(Sagebark) Lamebull, pre-
ceded him in death on Nov. 
12, 2018. His parents, Gil-

bert Sr. and Lula (Blind) 
Lamebull, brother Greg 
Lamebull and sister Ella N. 
Spottedbird, also preceded 
him in death. 

Visitation services were 
held Jan. 6 at the Huber 
Benson Funeral Home in El 
Reno, Okla.

Graveside services were 
held Jan. 7 at the Concho 
Indian Cemetery with Rev. 
Gerald Panana officiating.

Ken-a-rah-diyoh “Leaf” Flynt Minear

Ken-a-rah-diyoh ‘Leaf’ 
Flynt Minear was called to 
heaven on the morning of 
Dec. 29, 2020. Leaf was born 
on Dec. 14, 1988 in Seattle, 
Wash., to his beautiful moth-
er Karen Reynolds Beart-
rack. He attended Watonga 
Public Schools, Riverside 
Indian School and El Reno 
High School, graduating in 
2007, and attended Redlands 
Community College.  

Leaf moved to El Reno 
in 2005 and worked several 
years for the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes in both the 
R.E.S.P.E C.T. program and 
at Lucky Star Casino. He 
loved playing football, base-
ball and basketball. He was 
very intellectual and loved 
to read and listen to his 
music. He loved to straight 

dance at powwows and 
dances, and was very tradi-
tional being a member of the 
Southern Arapaho Sundance.

Wherever he went he 
loved to talk to people and 
always had an open ear, al-
ways wanting to learn and 
had the biggest smile. Diyoh 
was a great man and the life 
of the party. He will be dear-
ly missed by all.  

Survivors include his par-
ents, Karen Reynolds Beart-
rack and Kenneth Wayne 
Beartrack of El Reno, broth-
ers, Tyler Onitiviommetz 
Minear, Kenneth Mitchell 
Beartrack and Jacob Allen 
Galindo, all of El Reno and 
Nicosa Williams of Denver, 
Colo., sisters, Enisha Hill 
of Minneapolis, Minn. and 
Darith Galindo of El Reno 

and his best “lil” bud neph-
ew, Joaquin Arroyo, as well 
as numerous nieces, neph-
ews and family that will miss 
him beyond what words can 
explain.

Viewing services were 
held Jan. 4 at the Huber 
Benson Funeral Home in El 
Reno, Okla.

Graveside services were 
held Jan. 5 at the Concho 
Indian Cemetery with Gary 
Dawes officiating.

Robert E. Richter Sr.      

Robert E. Richter Sr. was born Dec. 5, 1952. He passed 
from this earth on Jan. 1, 2021.

Funeral services were held Jan. 9 at the John Ireland Fu-
neral Home in Del City, Okla., followed by an interment at 
the Concho Indian Cemetery in Concho, Okla.

Naomi Wilson Pena, age 
87, of Sweeny, Texas, passed 
away on Dec, 27, 2020. She 
was born on March 24, 1933 
in Kingfisher, Okla. and 
raised there by her mother 
Clara Tobacco and her father 
Louis Wilson. She was sent to 
the Haskell Indian Boarding 
School in Lawrence, Kan-
sas where she received her 
education. She later met and 
married her husband, Horace 
Pena, and lived in his home-
town of Robstown, Texas 
and later moved to Sweeny, 
Texas where she worked for 
the Sweeny School District 
for many years and eventu-
ally retired from there. Nao-

mi and her husband Horace 
owned a place in Sargent, 
Texas where they would go 
every weekend and enjoy 
fishing and fellowshipping 
with the friends they knew 
there. Naomi spent the last 
few years living at the Foun-
tains Assisted Living Center 
where she found peace and 
comfort.

She is preceded in death 
by her husband Horace Pena 
and her two sons, Louis Yba-
rra and Horace Pena Jr.

Naomi is survived by 
her two sons, David Kaw of 
Lake Jackson and Lorenzo 
Pena and wife, Ana of West 
Columbia, nine grandchil-

dren and eight great-grand-
children.

Funeral service was held 
Jan. 4 at the Baker Funeral 
Home in West Columbia, 
Texas, followed by an inter-
ment at the Sweeny Ceme-
tery in Sweeny, Texas.

Jessie Ada Sankey was 
born on Sept. 5, 1974 in 
Clinton, Okla. She passed on 
Dec. 31, 2020 at her home in 
Oklahoma City. She was the 
daughter of Byron Sankey 
and Celeste Medicinebird.

Jessie was preceded in 
death by her maternal grand-
parents Arapaho Chief War-
ren and Olive Sankey, her 
paternal grandparents Chey-
enne Chief Alfrich and Joyce 
Heap of Birds, nephew Xavi-
er Cannon and step-sister 
Amber Nicole Sankey.

She is survived by her 

father Byron Sankey and 
Barbara Walters, her mother 
Celeste Medicinebird, one 
brother, Overton Sankey, one 
sister Madeline Dawn San-
key; step-sister Nicole Ann 
Sankey, two step-brothers 
Francis David Sankey and 
Charlie Sankey. She is also 
survived by many aunts, 
uncles, cousins, nieces and 
nephews.

An all night traditional 
wake service was held Jan. 
7 at the Barefoot Powwow 
grounds in Canton, Okla.

Funeral service was held 

Jan. 8 at the same location 
with Rev. Gerald Panana of-
ficiating, followed by an in-
terment at the Sankey Family 
Cemetery.

Michael James Lloyd Shirey 
What a celebration in 

Heaven there was when 
Mike joined his Heavenly 
family on the morning of 
Dec 26, 2020.

Waiting for him with open 
arms was Jesus Christ- his 
friend, Lord  & Savior; his 
best friend & brother, Noah 
Shirey, grandmothers, Pau-
line “Mema” Shirey and No-
vella Sue Ely, grandfathers, 
Richard Rainey and W. J. 
Shirey, precious great-grand-
parents, Tom & Pearl Rainey 
and Ruth & Doyle Fry, aunt 
Linda Rainey and great-aunt, 
Carabee McLaughlin.

Mike was born May 2, 
1983 in Shawnee, Okla. to 
Jana Jacobs and Jim Shirey. 
Mike was energetic and 
full of life from the time he 
was born. Mike never met 
a stranger and loved to talk 
and sing at an early age. 
Mike loved his family and he 
loved Jesus.

Mike spent his younger 
years in Tecumseh, Okla. 
enjoying sports and learn-
ing about Jesus at Liberty 
Baptist Church. His family 
then moved to Cody, Wyo. 

where he continued his love 
of sports. He played foot-
ball, baseball and competed 
at state level on his wres-
tling team. Cody, Wyo. is 
also where his love of the 
mountains and of snow 
skiing began. He returned 
to Tecumseh for his high 
school years and graduated 
in 2001. “Big Mike” lettered 
in powerlifting, baseball and 
football. He was especially 
proud of being a member of 
the Tecumseh Savage Foot-
ball Team. His pride and joy 
in high school was his 1966 
Chevelle SS. Mike attended 
UCO in Edmond, Okla.

He was an entrepreneur, 
he was creative, and he could 
build anything. He worked 
as a carpenter and custom 
cabinet maker for many 
years. Mike was then called, 
and set out to follow his true 
passion of helping people by 
opening his shop, Namah, 
(not about money about 
health). He loved his shop 
and cared for all that entered 
those doors. 

Mike was a member 
of Bethel Acres Assembly 

Church, and he loved all 
Over-Comers.

Left here on earth to cel-
ebrate his life include his 
beautiful daughter Gracie, 
his mom and stepdad Jana 
& Carl Jacobs, his dad Jim 
Shirey, his grandmothers, 
Ruth Rainey and Virginia 
Jacobs, sisters and brothers, 
Amanda “Cedar”, BJ, Na-
than, Trista and Curtis, Kim 
and Mary; aunts and uncles, 
Steve Rainey, Susan and John 
Storm, Bill Shirey, Arvin and 
Frances Bates, neices and 
nephews, Ocean Thunder, 
Chaley, Sierra, Spencer, Eli, 
Jace, Reed, Adin, Melanie 
and Savannah, and many 
loving cousins and friends.

Audrey Faye Weeks, 
75, of Elk City, Okla. was 
born on March 25, 1945 in 
Wichita, Kansas. She is the 
daughter of Sterling and Em-
ily (Glenn) Weeks. Audrey 
went home to be with her 
Lord and Savior on Dec. 31, 
2020 at Bell Avenue Nurs-
ing Center in Elk City, Okla. 
In 1960 Audrey won the ti-
tle of Miss Arapaho Princess 
and was a runner up for Miss 
Clinton title. She enjoyed go-
ing to the movies, eating out, 
Mexican food, shopping, 
Elvis, classic movies, gar-
dening, and her pets. Audrey 
was a citizen of the Chey-
enne Arapaho Tribes and 

a member of the Red Hat-
ters Club of Elk City, Okla. 
She was a teacher and ran 
the Aladdin Beauty School. 
Cherishing her memory is 
her son Michael Holmes of 
Ada, Okla., daughter Dee-
dra Grinter and her husband 
Scott, of Elk City, three 
grandchildren, Kendra Mc-
Callister and her fiance, 
Ethan Guinn of Oklaho-
ma City, Katelyn Holmes 
and Matthew Holmes both 
of Oklahoma City. She is 
also survived by two sis-
ters, Anna Tags of Colo-
ny, Okla., and Kim Wil-
liams of Weatherford, Okla. 
She is preceded in death by 

her parents.
Funeral Service were held 

Jan. 7 at the Martin-Dugger 
Funeral Home Chapel, Elk 
City, Okla., with Rev. Gale 
Taylor officiating, followed 
by an interment at the Clin-
ton Cemetery in Clinton, 
Okla.

May You Find Comfort & Peace During
These Difficult Days and in the Many 
Memories of Your Loved Ones.
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Happy birthday bubs!
We love you

Love sissy and baby Cruz 

Happy Heavenly Birthday 
grandma Nellie. I miss you 

everyday, love Aaron.

Happy 3rd Birthday
Zeus Hernandez (Bubs)

Jan. 27
We love you very much 
and thank God for your 

life. Enjoy your day.
Love Minya, mom, dad, 

sissy, baby Cruz

Happy heavenly 
Birthday mom, 

Nellie Littleman.
Jan. 30

We miss you and 
love you. 

Love, Shannon, 
Sierra, Angel, and 
great grandbabies 
Zoey, Zeus, and 

CruzIn Memory of  Jason 
Michael Goodbear

Jan. 28, 1977
Aug. 28, 2015

It has been five years 
since you have been 
gone. Everyday that 
goes by we think of  
you. We miss & love 

you.
Mom Annette, brothers, 
Robert, Steven, Brian, 

grandpa Bino and 
grandma Nellie

The Independent Living Center residents would like to extend our gratitude 
to Darrell Flyingman and Travis Ruiz for providing our Thanksgiving meal. We 
would like to also thank Darrell Flyingan, Kent Stonecalf, Adrianna Gould for 
donations for Christmas dinner, and thanks to Darrell, Lucky Star Casino and 
its employess and the Indepemdent Living Center’s committee for the Christmas 
gifts to all the ILC residents. And also to Darrell for donating our coffee for the 
last five momths.

We would also like to say thank you to the I.H.S. staff, the CHR staff for look-
ing out for our welfare with COVID vaccines and we appreciate each one. We 
wish you all a very Happy New Year.

From All the ILC Residents … Thank you.

Thank You

The Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes
Department of Transportation, Department 

of Labor DREAMS-TERO are recruiting 
interested Native Americans in the field of 

Auto Mechanics.
The project is to develop the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes Native Workforce to meet 
the demands for the C&A Department of 

Transportation Service Center
at Concho, Okla. 

No prior training necessary but ASE Certified 
skilled individuals will move

to the front of the line!
On Jan. 27, 2021 the C&A Department of Labor 

will host a Facebook Live event to recruit 
and assist with virtual application with the 

DREAMS-TERO Job Skills Bank Application: 
Register in advance for this webinar: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_482kW2LSYyvmECDx4pudg

For additional information please contact 
DREAMS-TERO at 405-422-7490

Mon – Fri, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Auto Mechanics Wanted

Cheyenne 
and Arapaho 

Tribes

(405) 262-0345 / 
(800) 247-4612

P.O.Box 38
Concho, OK

73022

cheyenneand-
arapaho-nsn.gov

Proudly Serving Canadian County and Beyond



PAGE 9Tsistsistas & Hinonoei Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune

A1 LEGISLATOR
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A1 communities, especially 
those in quarantine 

Served as the 8th Legis-
lature Assistant Speaker 

 Along with all the other 
duties and COUNTLESS 
legislative, public hearings, 
and Special Session meet-
ings in order to get things 
done. 

   I want to retire again. 
My plans are just to enjoy 
each day one day at a time. 
Do what I want, when 
I want. Travel, read for 
pleasure, the books I keep 
getting but never have time 
to finish. Get back to my 
Arapaho language study. 
Focus on the positive. Sleep 
all day if I want to. 

  I did well for my district, 
I think anyway, and wrote 
legislation that benefited all. 

  As for the upcoming 
elections, look at the 
candidate’s work history & 
work ethic, especially for 
the last 2 years. Because 
that’s how they will be with 
the job as a legislator. 

  If they did good work, 
you will get good work from 
them. If they did nothing, 
you will get nothing. There 
is a reason nobody hired 
them or maybe they just 
didn’t want to work. I saw a 
lot of that. 

  Look at their past 
dealings with courts, 
sometimes that behavior is 
still on-going. 

  Beware of those that 
hop from district to district 
or move into the district to 
establish residency for 6 
months in order to run for 
office. They won’t stick 
around. 

   Be aware legislative 

candidates, there are defi-
nitely drawbacks: 

being immediately la-
beled a thief & embezzler 
for the simple fact that you 
got elected, sad to say but 
our people’s attitudes to-
wards politics are no differ-
ent than the mainstream’s 

unfair, undeserved, con-
stant criticism from sour, 
bitter, jealous people  

unrealistic expectations 
from people, you cannot 
solve everyone’s personal 
problems 

although your job de-
scription is to create laws, 
you will be doing SOOOO 
much more  

you’ll realize that some 
people don’t really want a 
job they just want to get paid 

you’ll realize that you 
can’t help them because 
they want alcohol or drugs 
over anything else 

they will try to tell you 
how to vote even though 
they have never been in a 
single meeting or hearing 
and heard what you heard 

you will not only be a law 
maker but a social worker, 
delivery person, family me-
diator, counselor, job advo-
cate, education advocate,  

you better have reliable 
transportation, because if 
you go to all the meetings 
you should be at, you’ll put 
on the miles plus the wear & 
tear on your personal vehi-
cle. 

  But on the flip side, you 
will meet new people, gain 
new friends and gain respect 
for those that work hard 
for our people but receive 
little acknowledgement 
for that. But that’s ok, they 

know and feel good about it 
regardless. 

  I can say the same thing 
for me and my assistance 
Monica Allen. We know ev-
erything that we have done 
and we feel good about it. 

  We tried to treat 
everybody fairly but you 
will hear differently from 
those that wanted more. 
But that’s okay because we 
know better. 

   I have this year to go 
but I won’t be in a lame 
duck frame of mind. There 
is still much to do.  I have 
several bills I’m working on 
now but has been delayed 
because of the pandemic we 
are in. 

Amending the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribal Enroll-
ment Requirements (com-
ing up very soon) 

Adopting the State of 
Oklahoma laws in order to 
update our own antiquated 
laws in one swoop which I 
hope will create an agree-
ment with tribal, BIA, local, 
and state police organiza-
tions enforcing laws regard-
less of racial ethnicity 

Creating a one stop 
change-of-address within 
the Department of Enroll-
ment 

    Lastly, finding a solution 
to the lack of transparency 
in our tribal government, 
it is just not at the level it 
should be. This is a tough 
one, but we absolutely 
need a strong Oversight 
Committee with strong 
accounting skills, and a way 
to protect whistleblowers 
who are trying to look out 
for our people. 

Hohóú néito’éino’! 
Nóóbesei Nííbei 

(Billie Sutton)

facilities at McComb Hall. 
Prior to Cournoyer’s ar-

rival, the School of Indian 
Arts had faced challenges of 
its own in being shutdown 
due to lack of interest and 
student enrollment.

“When I got here and 
walked into the basement 
of McCombs Hall where 
all these great artists were 
making art, I walked into the 
basement and I’m standing 
in two inches of water, the 
facilities were not kept up, so 
this goes as far back to 1976 
when they did some renova-
tions to the building,” Cour-
noyer said.

The last time major up-
grades to the building had 
been done was in 1976.

“Last summer we spent 
about $45,000 on a drain pile 
system all the way around 
the building, we put on a 
gutter and some down spouts 
on the building and as much 
rain as we had yesterday 
and today, no water inside 
the building, so now we’re 
working towards the electri-
cal engineering company to 
come in,” Cournoyer said. 

Working through renova-
tion plans that were overdue, 
Cournoyer said the school 
started to realize the gravity 
of what’s been happening not 
just in McCombs Hall but 
also all around campus. 

“From 1986 to now it’s 
been flooding, all the way 
back to 1976 who knows 
what was going on but they 
needed an upgrade, so now 
as I came in the door these 
are the things that I’ve been 
tasked to renovate, this 
building, so how do we get 
from point A to point B, how 
do we get this building so our 
students can walk in safely 
and make it ADA compli-
ant,” Courneyor said. 

During the selection pro-
cess, Cournoyer said they 
took their time in reaching 
out to people for the position.

“We had to choose the 
right person for this position 
and so we went through our 
own internal process of what 
should this person have so 
we talked about that connec-
tion to community and that 
connection to tribal life ways 
and ceremonial and added 
value,” Cournoyer said. 

In selecting Elizondo as 
the new director Cournoyer 
said it was initially his be-
liefs to his spirituality and 
his ability in art. 

“He’s an award winning 
artist and he exhibits his 
work and all the things a 
student would need, some 
of these students are going 
to exhibit their work, some 
will do it sooner than others 
and they need to be ready 
and Michael can prepare 
them for that. He’s done his 
own journey in art like we all 
have,” Cournoyer said. 

In helping rebuild and 
renovate the School of Indi-
an Art at Bacone, Cournoyer 
said he hopes to see the as-
sociates program turn into 
a bachelor of fine arts pro-
gram.

“We spoke in length about 
having a two week art camp 
for high school juniors and 
seniors, focusing on Native 
American high school stu-
dents as we’re transitioning 
into a tribal college, and 
from there we would be able 
to recruit holding a national 
portfolio day here on cam-
pus,” Cournoyer said. 

With the focus on recruit-
ing students for the School of 
Art, Cournoyer said Bacone 
has the capability of housing 
400 students, and right now 
the school has over 100 stu-

dents on campus.
In being a part of Ba-

cone’s School of Indian Art, 
Elizondo said he wants to do 
his part in helping get the art 
program going again. 

“It’s been an important 
place for me in my history as 
well as other Native Ameri-
can artists around the coun-
try, I want to see it grow, I 
want to see how the building 
turns out whenever they’re 
finished with the renovations 
and in my part, I want to 
help get this building as well 
as the courses offered orga-
nized for the students so they 
can have good experience 
over here again,” Elizondo 
said. 

Elizondo said he’d like 
to see courses expand into 
broader forms of art other 
than painting and drawing, 
such as sculpture, ceramics, 
photography and digital art. 

“Right now it is currently 
an associates degree and if 
we can push towards com-
pleting these facilities as 
well as continue recruiting 
for new students and keep 
interest growing then we can 
be able to push the degree 
option further into a bache-
lor’s of fine arts and I would 
hope to move the program 
in that direction,” Elizondo 
said. 

Elizondo is married to 
Dayrah Elizondo and they 
have three children, Michae-
la, Kevin and Alaynah. Eli-
zondo’s parents are Michael 
Elizondo Sr., from Santa 
Ynez Band of Chumash Res-
ervation in California and 
Lou Ann Chouteau. His ma-
ternal grandparents are Le-
Roy Chouteau from El Reno, 
Okla., and Patricia Mouse-
trail Russell from Seiling, 
Okla.

To view Elizondo’s 
artwork, exhibitions and 
awards, visit www.mi-
chaelelizondojr.com.

BACONE COLLEGE
continued from pg. 5
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