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MOBILE MEDICAL UNIT / pg. 9

Rosemary Stephens  
Editor-in-Chief

Rolling into rural West-
ern Oklahoma communities, 
better known as Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Country, will 
be the first Mobile Medical 
Unit (MMU). The MMU will 
bring health care services to 
Cheyenne and Arapaho tribal 
citizens in hard to reach rural 
communities.

Cutting the red ribbon, 
signifying the launching 
of the MMU on Sept. 1, 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes’ Dept. of Health Ex-
ecutive Director, Charlene 
Wassana, said the MMU will 
be used to deliver direct and 
preventive health care ser-
vices to enhance and elevate 
the health status of tribal cit-
izens.

“The staff of the Dept. 
of Health, specifically the 
CHRs, Diabetes Wellness 
and EMS will utilize the 
unit for vaccine clinics, 
COVID-19 testing as well 
as activities related to diabe-
tes and other chronic disease 
prevention,” Wassana said.

The tribes will also be 

working with the Clinton 
Indian Health Services to 
provide health care services 
with visits to communities as 
well as for telehealth and be-
havioral health sciences.

The Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribes are the first tribe in 
Western Oklahoma to launch 
a Mobile Medical Unit. 
Muscogee Nation launched 
two smaller medical units in 
Eastern Oklahoma in April 
2021 and in July 2021 two 
University of Oklahoma 
students partnered with the 
Wichita & Affiliated Tribes 
in Anadarko for a mobile 
trailer medical unit.

Using funds from the 
CARES Act, the tribes’ 

The first Mobile Medical Unit in Western 
Oklahoma rolling into rural communities

Cutting the ribbon signifying the launching of the first Mobile Medical Unit in Western 
Oklahoma is (l-r) Alan Fletcher, Emergency Management, Dr. Derrell Cox, COVID-19 
Task Force, Artist Brent Learned, Gov. Reggie Wassana, Lt. Gov. Gib Miles, C3 Legislator 
Darrell Flyingman, Dept. of Health Executive Director Charlene Wassana, Clinton I.H.S. 
nurse practitioner Bonnie Kraft, Clinton Service Unit CEO Capt. Joe Bryant and El Reno 
I.H.S. Director Kateri Fletcher. (Photos / Rosemary Stephens)    

The Native American 
Journalists Association 
(NAJA) release their 2021 
National Native Media 
Awards for work published 
in 2020.

NAJA will be presenting 
over 250 awards during their 
virtual 2021 National Native 
Media Awards ceremony on 
Oct. 28. In response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, NAJA 
postponed the 2021 Nation-
al Native Media Conference 
until Aug. 25-27, 2022.

According to the NAJA 
Website, the annual com-
petition recognizes excel-
lence in reporting by Indig-
enous and non-Indigenous 
journalists from across the 
U.S. and Canada. NAJA 
received more than 730 en-
tries across the following 
categories(https://najanews-
room.com/2021-national-na-
tive-media-award-winners/):

Student Division
Associate Division I
Associate Division II
Associate Division III
Professional Division I
Professional Division II
Professional Division III
First, second and third 

place awards were named, 
along with Honorable Men-
tions.

The Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribal Tribune garnered 

NAJA
Announces 
2021
National 
Native
Media 
Award
Winners
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Following the no mask mandate 
of Senate Bill 658 that went into 
effect on July 1, issued by Oklaho-
ma Gov. Kevin Stitt, many public 
schools were prevented from issuing 
mask mandates upon returning for 
the new school year. 

With no plans to issue anoth-
er state of emergency related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic by Gov. Stitt, 
SB 658 prohibited public schools 
from issuing mask mandates or proof 
of vaccinations.

On Sept. 1 a temporary injunction 
was filed in court against SB 658, al-
lowing public schools to issue mask 
mandates, but with the stipulation 

school districts must 
provide an opt out 
provision for medi-
cal or religious rea-
sons. As new strains 
of COVID-19 and 
positive cases are 
attacking communi-
ties across Oklaho-
ma in large numbers, 
schools are left to determine the best 
decisions in regard to policies and 
protocols for their respective dis-
tricts. 

In and around Cheyenne and 
Arapaho territory are various schools 
affected by the COVID-19 pandem-

ic who are paying close attention to 
CDC recommendations and infec-
tion rates that lead their decisions in 
producing best practices in policies 
regarding the pandemic, especially 
with mask wearing. 

At El Reno High School (ERHS) 

in El Reno, Okla., Principal Tim 
Pounds said they are not mandating 
masks at this time, however, they are 
encouraging students to wear them. 

“We do have quite a few that are 
wearing them, so we give daily re-
minders 

SB 658 Prevents 
Schools from
Mandating Masks 
for COVID-19

Latoya Lonelodge, Staff Reporter

SB658  / pg. 6
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Latoya Lonelodge, Staff Reporter

(KINGFISHER, OK) Main Street in 
Kingfisher, Okla., was staying a buzz Friday, 
Aug. 27, with busy traffic, but as cars passed 
the corner of Main Street, they were sure to 
notice the newly constructed statue of Medi-
cine Man Lame Bull. 

Kingfisher community members, trib-
al officials, family and friends gathered at 
the newly built Kingfisher Visitor’s Center, 
where the official Lame Bull sculpture ded-
ication ceremony was held, located at 101 N. 
Main St in Kingfisher, Okla.

Unveiled at the ceremony was the newly 
created sculpture of Cheyenne Medicine Man 
Lame Bull, who was prominently known as a 
medicine man, artist, and leader of the Chey-
enne.

Medicine Man was born in 1833 to Shak-
ing Crane and Yellow Horse Woman, he 
lived most of his life with the Cheyenne and 
So’taeo’o Tribes, which is now known as 
Montana and South Dakota states. Having 
fought in several battles such as Battle of Lit-
tle Big Horn, Lame Bull was a member of the 
Dog Solider War Society. He was married to 
Bull Behind Woman and settled in the area 
in what is now downtown Oklahoma City 
around 1890. When bands of Indians were 
removed from their settlements in Oklaho-
ma, Lame Bull moved his camp to western 
Kingfisher County, where Lame Bull allot-
ments remain today. Lame Bull passed away 
on Feb. 20, 1901, followed by his wife Bull 
Behind Woman in 1908, and are both buried 
on the allotment.

In the event press release published prior 
to the unveiling of the Lame Bull Sculpture 
Ceremony, it stated, “Today the Lame Bull 
name still lives on with several great-grand-
children, some who were born and raised 
on the historic family grounds. Lame Bull’s 
teachings, art, and stories remain still, being 
passed down through the generations.”

Sculptor and Project Manager for the 
Lame Bull project, John Gooden said it’s 
been a dream of his for years to honor the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes at the corner 
of Main Street, where they are close to fin-
ishing the visitor’s center and making Lame 
Bull a feature of that. 

Gooden said the start of the project dates 
back to 2008 when the sculpture was first dis-
cussed. 

“Gordon Yellowman and I had this idea of 
Lame Bull as a prominent Native American 
of the area, and so we talked with some more 
of the family, made the proposal to Gordon, 
Gordon eventually had funds that the tribe 
kicked in to help us get started on things and 
of course it was a big vision,” Gooden said. 

Gooden said it was part of the concept of 
building the visitor’s center. 

“Sometimes these things just have to sit 
aside for awhile until circumstances present 
themselves and that happened in two ways,” 
Gooden said. 

“Bob Lame Bull knew about the project, 
knew about the vision, had seen the miniature 
model and he stepped up and said he’d per-
sonally pay for the sculpture.”

In addition to Bob’s funding, Gooden said 
there was also a woman in Kingfisher that 
stepped up and said she wanted to see the 
visitor’s center created and had made a large 
donation before passing away. Gooden said 
they matched those funds and raised the rest 
of the funds from private sources. 

“In fact, there was no government funds at 
all on that project, we raised it all from pri-
vate sources and so simultaneously, the vis-
itor’s center had someone step up and want 
to make that happen. Bob Lame Bull stepped 
up to make the sculpture happen, so it’s one 
of those serendipitous sorts of things that just 
worked out,” Gooden said. 

Unveiling the Lame Bull sculpture that 
sits about 62 inches across and 48 inches tall, 
Bob and his brother Bill Lame Bull together 
took the sheet covering the sculpture off in 
hand and revealed to guests the bronze sculp-
ture. 

“It’s just the head and shoulders, so he is 
quite larger than life size, but outdoors you 
really have to have something a lot larger 
than life size to make it appear right, things 
seem smaller outside and we wanted to make 
it have the appropriate sense of presence in 
all of that,” Gooden said. 

Alongside the sculpture of Lame Bull also 
sits an historic marker that was made by Greg 
Spottedbird, who Gooden said, went through 
a lot of communication with the rest of the 

family to make sure that it 
was all agreed upon with 
what everybody thought was 
the history of Lame Bull. 

“He was very careful to 
make sure that the spelling 
was correct, because it has 
some names of Lame Bull 
and others, locations that are 
in the Cheyenne language it-
self,” Gooden said. 

Also in attendance at the 
unveiling were Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes’ Gov. Reg-
gie Wassana, Arapaho A2 
Legislator Kendricks Sleeper 
and Cheyenne C2 Legislator 
George Woods. 

With the sculpture of Lame 
Bull unveiled for all to see, 
many family descendants of 
Lame Bull in attendance were 
soaking in the moment, as 
some family members grew 
up not knowing much about 
their ancestor. Traveling far 
and wide from across the 
states, descendants of Lame 
Bull had made it a priority to 
attend the ceremony that hon-

Sculpture Unveiling of Cheyenne Medicine 
Man Lame Bull on Kingfisher Main Street

The newly unveiled sculpture of Lame Bull Medicine 
Man sits in front of the Visitor’s Center on Main Street in 
Kingfisher, Okla. (Photos / Latoya Lonelodge)

Family and descendants of Lame Bull traveled far and wide to be in attendance at the 
Lame Bull sculpture dedication, located in front of the visitor’s center on 101 N Main Street 
in Kingfisher, Okla.

Pictured l-r: Ramona Haag-Shea, William Onco, Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Gov. 
Reggie Wassana,  Elsie Ross Lamebull, and Elaine Haag. 

LAME BULL  / pg. 7
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(CLINTON, OK) Laqui-
ta Lonebear’s hopes for the 
2021-2022 school year for 
her grandson were for good 
things to happen for him in 
his fifth-grade year.

Those hopes were shat-
tered on Aug. 31, just weeks 
into the new school year 
when stories began to emerge 
that her grandson, Dominque 
Lonebear’s long hair had 
been cut while at school.

Initial reports on Face-
book and in the news media 
stated there were two indi-
viduals involved in the inci-
dent, however, after speak-
ing with Laquita, she stated 
her grandson said there was 
only one student involved.

“The school said they 
looked at the footage on 
cameras and they saw him 
on the camera going in the 
bathroom and then they saw 
another kid who went in 
there and then my grandson 
coming out about 20 seconds 
later,” Laquita said.

Dominque, a fifth grader 
at Washington Elementary 
School in Clinton, Okla., 
told his family he left the 
restroom, went to his locker 
and put on his hoodie with-
out saying a word about the 

incident to anyone. It wasn’t 
until later that day at home 
he told his mother what had 
happened, and she in turn 
called his grandmother who 
was on her way home.

Clinton Public School Su-
perintendent Tyler Bridges 
was unaware of the incident 
until a screenshot of a Face-
book post was brought to his 
attention by Carrie Whit-
low, executive director of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes’ Dept. of Education. 
It was then the school began 
to search for details about the 
incident and viewing camera 
footage to ascertain what ex-
actly had happened.

According to Dominque 
he had just finished using 
the restroom at Washington 
Elementary School when 
another student pushed him 
against the wall, cut his hair, 
then ran out, and he was un-
able to get a good look at his 
attacker.

“It crushed me, I’ve seen 
this happen to other people 
and never thought it would 
happen to us. He’s always 
wanted long hair and to 
dance, and we’re not sup-
posed to cut our hair until 
someone dies, and that’s the 
way I was raised,” Laquita 
said. “My brother was a Sun-
dance Priest and we couldn’t 

even touch his hair, growing 
up, it was always traditional 
to have our hair.”

The Lonebears are Chey-
enne and Arapaho tribal citi-
zens and know too well that 
racism can and does exist 
towards Native Americans. 
Laquita stated the attack on 

her grandson was not only 
a personal attack, but also 
an attack on their culture as 
well.

Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes’ Gov. Reggie Wassa-
na, along with several of the 
tribes’ legislators, Whitlow, 

Rosemary Stephens  
Editor-in-Chief

We all would like to be-
lieve people are honest. In 
general, they are. But when 
it comes to hiring a con-
tractor to do home repairs 
it is imperative to do your 
homework on the individual 
before hiring. Especially for 
the Elders. Unfortunately, 
there are those who seek to 
“rip off” elderly people.

Case in point, Bob Hays 
Handy Man service based 
out of Minco, Okla.

Cheyenne and Arapaho 
disabled tribal Elder Mar-
garet Heap of Birds, 87, 
decided a couple of months 
ago to have some home 
improvements done to her 
home, specifically to en-
large the living room area 
so she could accommodate 
her whole family during 
holidays and visits. The ren-
ovation meant the removal 
of her existing wheelchair 
ramp built by the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes’ Hous-
ing Dept. years back, and a 
new, improved ramp being 
built along with the renova-
tions.

Margaret reached out to 
a local contactor, Bob Hays 
Handy Man service to do 
the renovations, paying him 
$26,000.

Two-thirds of the way 
through the construction 
renovation, after being paid 
the full $26,000 Bob Hays 
abandoned the project. 
When Margaret’s son, Ed-
gar, contacted the contrac-
tor, he stated he had spent 
the $26,000 and would not 
finish the job.

Efforts to reach Bob Hays 
were unsuccessful and when 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribal Tribune editor trav-

eled to the address Hays lists 
as his business, it was a resi-
dence in Minco. 

Margaret’s son made sev-
eral attempts to have Bob 
Hays finish the work he was 
paid to do, to no avail.

The family reached out 
to the Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribes’ Housing Authori-
ty, who have since rebuilt a 
safe and durable wheelchair 
ramp for Margaret, how-
ever the burden to have the 
unfinished work completed 
left by Bob Hays lays upon 
the family. With that news 
the family has retained an 
attorney and there is a pend-
ing pending court hearing 
scheduled in Blaine County 
later this month.

Several tips before hiring 
a contractor:

Check the local Better 
Business Bureaus for any 
complaints against the con-
tractor you are considering 
hiring.

Ask people you trust for 
the name of a reliable con-
tractor.

Obtain written estimates 
from multiple contractors 
before deciding.

Have contractor sign an 
agreement listing the full 
details of the project, cost 
and estimated time frame.

Do not pay contactors 
“up front.” Reputable con-
tractors will not insist on 
being paid “up front” for 
work not performed. Paying 
in increments as the project 
reaches certain completion 
points is preferrable.

If you are a victim of 
contractor fraud, you may 
file a consumer complaint 
with the Oklahoma Office of 
Attorney General by calling 
1-833-681-1895 or emailing 
ConsumerProtection@oag.
ok.gov

Alleged attack on Native
American student brings
backlash to Clinton Public School
Washington Elementary School fifth grader states 
he had his hair cut while inside the boys’ bathroom

Fifth grade student Dominque Lonebear is shown sup-
port during a protest in Clinton, Okla. on Friday, Sept. 10. 
(Photo courtesy of Jennifer Bailey)

Beware
Before
Hiring
Contractors

Eight-seven year old tribal Elder, Margaret Heap of 
Birds manuvers down her newly built wheelchair ramp re-
placed by the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ Dept. of Hous-
ing. (Courtesy photo)

CLINTON SCHOOL  / pg. 7

By Andrea DenHoed, 
NonDoc Media

(CLINTON, OK) Short-
ly after demonstrators had 
gathered outside the Clinton 
police station Friday after-
noon to protest mistreatment 
of Native Americans in their 
community, Chief of Police 
Paul Rinkel sent NonDoc a 
press release regarding the 
Aug. 31 death of a 37-year-
old Indigenous man in police 
custody.

According to Rinkel’s 
summary, Clinton police 
officers had arrested Butch 
Herndon after citizens report-
ed he was “acting strange” 
and “trying to enter occupied 
vehicles in the parking lot of 
a convenience store.”

Rinkel’s account of events 
was labeled “press release” 
and dated Sept. 2:

“On 8-31-21 at about 12 
noon, Clinton Police Depart-
ment received multiple calls 
in reference to a subject that 
was “acting strange” and was 
trying to enter occupied ve-
hicles in the parking lot of a 
convenience store located at 
10th and Modelle. The call-
ers advised that the subject 
was walking west on Mod-

elle. The subject was being 
followed by witnesses and 
Officers located the subject 
in the 1200 block of Modelle 
as he was attempting to enter 
a locked car in a driveway. 
The subject appeared to be 
intoxicated and was placed 
into custody without inci-
dent. A short time later, the 
subject attempted to kick out 
the windows of a patrol car 
and became out of control. 
The subject was restrained, 
but no other force was used 
or required. Medical and Fire 

personnel were dispatched to 
the scene, but the subject re-
fused to allow them to exam-
ine him. He was transported 
to the Clinton City Jail and 
placed on 15 minutes checks. 
A short time later, he was 
found to be unresponsive, 
and officers immediately 
began to render aid. He was 
transported to Clinton Re-
gional Hospital where he 
passed away.”

The Clinton Police De-
partment has asked the 
Oklahoma State Bureau of 

Investigation, the State Jail 
Inspector and the Office of 
the Chief Medical Examin-
er to investigate the death, 
which Rinkel said is “rou-
tine in this kind of situation.” 
OSBI posted a similar state-
ment on Facebook, confirm-
ing the investigation is un-
derway.

Rinkel sent his press re-
lease to NonDoc in response 
to an open records request 
for the original police report 
about the incident and any 

Amid frustration, Clinton 
police release statement 
on Butch Herndon death

RALLY  / pg. 9

Protestors gather outside the Clinton police station on Friday, Sept. 10, 2021, in Clinton, 
Oklahoma. (Photo / Andrea DenHoed)
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Resilient.
That is the word used to 

describe Kim Holmes by the 
people who know her best. 

Holmes has faced what 
many would say is unbeliev-
able tragedy, yet continues to 
push through.

In the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
Holmes lost 20 blood rela-
tives and many more friends, 
yet continued to show up for 
those who needed her most.

“She’s been through a 
lot,” said her supervisor, 
Greg Shim. “The word that 
comes to mind is resilient. 
She’s very dedicated to serv-
ing the people at the Mental 
Health Association, and she 
identifies with them and she 
cares about people. She’s got 
a gigantic heart.”

Holmes’ job as a proper-
ty manager for the Mental 
Health Association of Okla-
homa (MHAOK) requires compassion, 
patience, and of course, resilience. 

“We’re a 24/7 site and we provide 
housing for homeless people with 
mental illness, people with recovering 
addictions, felons, because you know, 
they don’t always get second chances,” 
Holmes said.

Growing up as a part of the Chick-
asaw and Choctaw tribes, going to 
school at Sequoyah High School, and 
being an enrolled citizen of the Unit-
ed Keetoowah Band of Cherokees, 
Holmes had her own experiences with 
mental health, abuse and other issues 
that members of the homeless commu-
nity deal with, which led to her decision 
to break the cycle and begin to help 
others heal, especially within her tribal 
community.

“I’ve grown up with abuse, I’ve 
grown up with felons, I’ve grown up 
with drunkenness and drug use and 
abusive situations. I’ve been abused 
and I’ve been in situations where I was 
raped and molested, so I know all the 
processes of it,” Holmes said.

“I thank God that I’m able to heal 
from all that and help others. I made 
up my mind when I saw these things 
happen when I was younger, that I was 
not going to drink, I was not going to 
smoke and I’ve stuck with it. I wanted 
things to change, I guess that’s the com-
passion I had, I wanted to change and I 
wanted our people to change,” she said

In 2009, she was laid off from her 
job doing medical coding and billing 
and was hired as Shim’s receptionist 
and right hand. She has grown to know 
the residents, understand their needs 
and do whatever she can to get them 
back on their feet.

 After working there for a few years, 
she became the property manager and 
took on more responsibilities such as 
wellness checks on residents, and liv-
ing at one of the sites to ensure every-
one was following the rules.

 Despite all the hardships and deaths 

of residents she faces day to day, noth-
ing could have prepared her for the 
losses that came during the past year.

“We had our first death, my kids’ 
father, my ex-boyfriend from high 
school,” Holmes said. “He passed away 
in February. Then after that, I had five 
cousins pass. It spread like crazy, be-
cause one was sick, and he was staying 
with his brother, then the brother got it, 
and the nephew got it. And then the oth-
er uncle got it, you know, just because 
they all lived in the area and would vis-
it and check on each other. Next there 
were two sets of aunts and uncles that 
passed.”

Month by month, Holmes contin-
ued to lose family members who were 
citizens of the Choctaw and Cherokee 
tribes, and members of their powwow 
community.

“Kim kept coming to work and kept 
showing up for the people here that 
needed her,” Shim said.

 “Even when she got a little sick and 
that took a toll on her, she kept showing 
up because she wanted to.”

Then she received the call in July 
2020 that her brother had died from 
COVID-19. 

“I got a call one morning, July 31, 
at 6:30 a.m. When I got that phone call, 
my world stopped because that was my 
brother. When we lost our parents, my 
brother stepped up and took the job of 
my parents. Him and his wife to my 
kids stepped up as grandparents. My 
brother has always taken care of me 
since I was little so it was hard.” 

Ever since the accident where her 
neighbor was shot, Holmes made it 
clear she would always answer any 
calls no matter what. But after the death 
of her brother, she knew it was time to 
take a break for herself and her mental 
health.

But the deaths didn’t stop, and it has 
continued to take a toll on her family. 

“We just lost three people last week. 
I’ve lost friends that I’ve grown up 
with, we got 20 blood, and then you 

don’t even count the non-blood, the 
friends, the family, the close ones you 
know, they’re all gone.”

She said her strength came from two 
sources.

“I believe it’s God and sweet tea that 
saved me.”

When she returned to work, she 
knew it was time to demand some 
changes. Their site did not shut down 
due to COVID, and they were working 
more than ever to stay staffed while 
people were quarantining. 

 “I went to the higher-ups and told 
them they needed to do something for 
us. I knew that if I’m going through 
this, the rest of them are going through 
it too.”

Bringing up the issues in the work-
place not only got them extra sanitiza-
tion supplies to keep the facility clean, 
but the staff was given a $2-per-hour 
raise.

Over the past year, Holmes won-
dered what her life would be like if she 
went back to her old job. She thought 
about being able to leave work at work 
and focus on herself, but knew she 
couldn’t leave the people she cares 
about behind. 

In her adult life, she gave birth to 
seven children, one of whom still lives 
at home, and still chose a career serving 
others. 

“I think God prepared me by having 
seven kids, seven different personali-
ties and dealing with each one differ-
ently. Sometimes I feel like I’m a mom 
all over again, because they need me.

Her positive attitude has proven nec-
essary as her family has lost yet anoth-
er member. Both her son and husband 
are currently quarantining after testing 
positive, and her husband is being mon-
itored in a Tulsa emergency room.

Gaylord News is a Washington, 
D.C.-based reporting project of the 
University of Oklahoma Gaylord Col-
lege of Journalism and Mass Commu-
nication.

Tragedy Doesn’t Stop 
Mental Health Worker 
From Helping Others

By Keegan Williams, Gaylord News

Kim Holmes at work in her office at the Altamont Apartment complex in Tulsa where she 
works as a property manager for the Mental Health Association of Oklahoma. (Gaylord 
News Photo / John Gott)

“People would gravitate 
toward him.”

Family and community 
were everything to William 
“Bill” Tall Bear Sr. 

Before his death at age 
85, Tall Bear spent his 
time giving people rides to 
health clinics, working and 
connecting with his five 
kids, 15 grandkids and 19 
great-grandkids. 

“My dad was a very, very 
generous man,” his son Chris 
Tall Bear said. “He lived a 
very humble life.” 

Tall Bear, a member of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes, was born Jan. 27, 
1935. He grew up outside of 
Hammon in western Okla-
homa, where he was raised 
primarily by his grandfather, 
Black Wolf. Tall Bear began 
attending Concho Indian 
Boarding School when he 
was around 7 years old.

“He would try to run 
away, to go back home, and 
they’d bring him back,” 
Chris Tall Bear said. “He 
said there was no food at 
home, there wasn’t much to 
eat.” 

Tall Bear left the boarding 
school when he was 17 and 
enlisted in the U.S. Marine 
Corps. He served in the Ko-
rean War and was honorably 
discharged in 1959. After 
leaving the Marines, Tall 
Bear married his first wife 
and mother to his children, 
Minnie “Lucille” Drunkard. 

Tall Bear attended a weld-
ing trade school in California 
as part of a federal Indian 
relocation program that en-
couraged Native Americans 
to move to cities to break up 
reservations, but later moved 
back to his wife’s origi-
nal land allotment in Deer 
Creek, Oklahoma. More 
than a decade after the death 
of his first wife, Tall Bear 
married Evelyn Chimburas 
in 1996 and later settled in 
El Reno. 

Tall Bear was like a “local 
celebrity,” Chris Tall Bear 
said. Community members 
called him “Uncle Bill” or 
“Grandpa.” 

“People would gravitate 
toward him,” Chris Tall Bear 
said. “Dad has his own inter-
pretations of things, followed 
his own path, had his own 
twist on things. Sometimes 

it’d aggravate you. You’d 
think ‘You’re supposed to 
do it this way.’ But he’d say, 
‘Says who?’” 

Tall Bear was a master 
welder and founding mem-
ber of the Oklahoma Indian 
Nation Gourd Clan, accord-

ing to an obituary written 

by the family. He attended 
powwows, enjoyed going 
to the casino and was an 
“excellent beadworker.” 

Chris Tall Bear is a strong 
believer in traditional Chey-
enne ceremonies and prac-
tices. Those beliefs were 
supported by his parents and 
trips he and his dad took to 
pray at Bear Butte Moun-
tain in South Dakota, a holy 
mountain for the Cheyenne 
tribe. 

Tall Bear became ill 
in early August 2020 and 
checked into the hospi-
tal with pneumonia, where 
he soon tested positive for 
COVID-19 as well. He was 
held in isolation at the hos-
pital and the family commu-
nicated through phone calls 
and video. 

At one point, Chris Tall 
Bear was able to go into his 
dad’s hospital room. Out-
fitted in protective gear, he 
prayed and talked to his dad, 
but Tall Bear’s health contin-
ued to deteriorate. 

On Sept. 1, 2020, Tall 
Bear’s family watched 
through a window as doctors 
and nurses unhooked their 
dad and grandfather from his 
ventilator. 

“The nurses sat there and 
held his hand,” Chris Tall 
Bear said. “They waited with 
him until he went home.” 

Chris Tall Bear had ac-
companied his dad several 
times to funeral homes when 
relatives died, learning how 
to dress them and paint their 
faces red to follow tradition-
al Cheyenne beliefs. After 
his dad’s battle with COVID 
and pneumonia, Chris and 
his brothers did the same for 
their father. 

“These culture-based 
practices that we have were 
given to us by our elders to 
help us get through difficult 
times,” he said. After getting 
their dad ready, they told him 
“Don’t worry about us. It’s 
time for you to go home.’”

Oklahomans We’ve 
Lost: A family man 
who served his
country and
community

By Kayla Branch, The Frontier
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Senior pastor Brett Land 
glanced out the window of 
his office at the First Bap-
tist Church of Shamrock and 
saw something that warmed 
his heart: A young father was 
approaching the church’s 
playground and basketball 
court, carrying his daugh-
ter on his shoulders. They 
reached their destination, 
and each grabbed a basket-
ball.

“He was shooting with 
one, and she was trying to 
figure out what to do with 
her basketball,” says the 
minister. “She appeared to 
be about two years old.”

There are no gyms or fit-
ness centers in Shamrock, 
but the church’s outdoor 
space is available at all hours 
to the residents of this tiny 
town. Land says there’s nev-
er been any vandalism.

“We don’t worry about it; 
we just put the basketballs 
out in a container,” he says.

Many such Oklahoma 
communities are short on ex-
ercise facilities, but people 
who care about fun and fit-
ness will usually find a way.

Marlene Clowers did a 
lot of volunteer work during 
her years as a stay-at-home 
mom. So, when she was 
approached by the Grand 
Gateway Area Agency on 
Aging to train as an Enhance 
Fitness leader, she assumed 
it would be another freebie. 
Turns out, she’s compensat-
ed for the classes she teaches 
at the Ketchum Senior Cen-
ter, but she would probably 
do it for free.

“It’s an evidence-based 
exercise program that helps 

keep you out of the nursing 
home,” says Clowers. 

Participants report having 
more energy, better balance, 
increased flexibility and 
enhanced upper and lower 
body strength.

The Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes operate a fitness 
center in the small town of 
Concho, where the tribe is 
headquartered. But many 
tribal members live in rural 
areas and towns too small to 
support a gym, so Marcos 
Baros goes to them. He’s the 
tribe’s diabetes prevention 
coordinator and fitness as-

sistant, and one of his goals 
is to convince people they 
don’t need a gym member-
ship to stay in shape.

“We have been work-
ing on an at-home workout 
book,” he says. 

At the same time, Baros 
wants tribal members to get 
comfortable with gyms.

“When I was in high 
school, I didn’t know any-
thing about the gym or how 
to use the equipment,” says 
Baros. “Nobody explained 
it to me. I was scared of the 
gym. We try to make sure 
that we are welcoming for 

everybody.”
Land says programming 

at his church also includes 
recreation, especially for the 
youth. Activities range from 
card games to ping pong, so 
some youth nights are more 
physical than others.

“Recreation is import-
ant for everybody,” he says. 
“Everybody likes to play. It’s 
a way to connect, to team up 
with people you would not 
otherwise be teamed with, 
to celebrate successes. When 
we are doing games, it helps 
us to share life together.”

Sharing Life Through Activity
Some small Oklahoma towns can’t support fitness centers, 

but community leaders work hard to keep citizens moving.
By Kimberly Burk, Oklahoma Magazine

Cheyenne and Arapaho tribal citizens work out inside the tribes’ 
R.E.Sp.E.C.T. Gymnasium in Concho, Okla. Pictured l-r: Jacen Bear, Jr 
Roman Nose, Max Bear and Rufus Ray. (Courtesy photo)

 Clinton Indian Health Center host-
ed its first Back-to-School Health Expo 
on Aug. 3. The Back-to-School Health 
Expo was a multidisciplinary approach, 
providing community outreach and 
health care to American Indian and 
Alaska Native youth.

The event, held outdoors to promote 
social distancing measures, created a 
fun atmosphere through a carnival style 
environment. Departments within Clin-
ton Service Unit (CSU), Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes, and community pro-
grams set-up tents to promote services 
on health promotion and disease pre-
vention activities. 

With over 65 children along with 
their families in attendance, the Back-
to-School Health Expo offered sports 
physicals, wellness exams, COVID-19 
vaccinations, registration through the 
CSU Benefits Coordinators to seek 
third party funding, and behavioral 
health programs offered through CSU, 

the community and tribal partners to ad-
dress mental health during a pandemic. 

The Air Evac Lifeteam landed their 
helicopter on the grounds just north of 
the clinic. The children were able to 
look inside the air ambulance and ask 
questions to the Lifeteam.

Attendees participated in two hands-
on experiences offered by the Clinton 
Fire Department. A firehose was avail-
able for kids to practice spraying cones 
and other objects. The firefighters assist-
ed families in developing a fire escape 
plan through their 
inflatable house. 
Families com-
pleted fingerprint-
ing kits, offered 
through the Custer 
County Sherriff’s 
Office, to support 
preventative mea-
sures to provide 
law enforcement 

should a child be reported missing
CSU would like to thank all the 

community partners and CSU staff for 
making this event successful. Com-
munity partners included: Infant Crisis 
Services, Cheyenne and Arapaho Dia-
betes Wellness Program, Tribal Opioid 
Response, Air Evac Lifeteam, Chey-
enne and Arapaho Emergency medical 
Services, Clinton Fire Department, Red 
Rock Behavioral Health Services, and 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho Community 
Health Representatives.

Back to School Health Expo
Indian Health Service - Clinton Service Unit 
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about washing our hands, 
watching your distance and 
reminding them we do en-
courage mask wearing,” 
Pounds said. 

Pounds said their poli-
cy with optional choice for 
masks is the same for faculty 
and staff at ERHS. 

The school’s decision to 
allow optional choice for 
mask wearing was made at 
a district level decision in 
following the state law and 
encouraging masks, but not 
mandating them. 

Pounds said while the op-
tion has passed, students had 
the option to choose virtual 
learning vs. in person.  

“Parents have been great, 
we had a few that decided 
without the mask mandate 
that they do want to stay 
virtual, but when we’ve had 
to call when there’s been an 
exposure, the parents have 
been very cooperative, very 
understanding, it’s unfor-
tunately become common 
place, and maybe they’re 
used to it, but those conver-
sations have been quite a bit 
easier than they were last 
year,” Pounds said. 

When a student or staff 
member at school has been 
determined to test positive 
for COVID-19, Pounds said 
the school will follow with 
contact tracing and follow 
local health department 
guidelines. 

“Mr. Pat Liticker is our 
COVID representative for 
the district, so if there has 
been an exposure, everything 
goes through him and he lets 
us know if we need to con-
tact trace, or if we need to 
call and notify parents of a 
possible exposure,” Pounds 
said. 

Following the temporary 
injunction filed against SB 
658, El Reno Public Schools 
Superintendent Craig McVay 
said while they are having 
daily conversations with 
their infectious disease spe-
cialist with the state health 
department and the regional 
director of the state health 
department, they are not 
changing their policy regard-
ing masks. 

“As of Friday, we had a 
.069 infection rate in K-12 
in our district, less than 1% 
of our student body was 
positive for the virus, so we 

have not changed our policy, 
we’re still strongly encour-
aging masks when indoors 
within six feet of other peo-
ple,” McVay said. 

McVay said if the time 
came when their infectious 
disease specialist informs 
them of a spike in positive 
cases, then they would adjust 
their policy at that time. 

“Whether that is by ask-
ing for a mask mandate or 
whether that’s to pivot to 
digital learning, we haven’t 
decided yet how we’re going 
to approach that, if we get a 
spike in our positives, that’s 
the direction we’ll take it,” 
McVay said. 

With the faculty vac-
cination rate above 80% 
for ERPS, McVay said the 
school will continue to quar-
antine anyone whose posi-
tive and within close contact 
with a positive case. 

“In other words, with us 
nothing has changed due to 
the injunction, we’re still 
relying closely on our infec-
tious disease specialist with 
the state,” McVay said. 

Following the sea-
son-opener for the El Reno 
High School football, the 
school decided to cancel its 
next two non-district games 
due to a COVID-19 exposure 
against Cache High School 
and a subsequent positive 
test among one of the ERPS 
players. 

In following suit and can-
celing sporting events, Mc-
Vay said the school is trying 
to remain consistent with 
positive cases of COVID-19. 

“That particular case in 
which a player had close 
contact with all of his team-
mates, there were about 32 
of our students that had close 
contact, after we had been 
in close contact with a pos-
itive, and got the virus from 
the game in Cache,” McVay 
said.

Although there’s no way 
to pinpoint positive expo-
sures, the team did have a 
positive player. 

“We had a positive player 
so we went ahead and made 
that decision to quarantine 
all of our unvaccinated foot-
ball players,” McVay said. 

In deciphering the best 
policy to put into place for 
students amid the pandemic, 
the Head Start Program in 

Concho, Okla., also began 
the school year with masks 
as an option for students.

Head Start Director Je-
niece Hoffman said with the 
majority of children ages 3 
and 4 years old at the Head 
Start, they have a hard time 
keeping masks on the chil-
dren. 

“We do tell parents if they 
want to send them with a 
mask, they’re more than wel-
come to but we don’t have 
the time to constantly have 
the children pull their masks 
up, of course it’s mandatory 
for staff to wear masks, but it 
is not mandatory for our chil-
dren,” Hoffman said. 

In determining protocols 
and policies for Head Start, 
Hoffman said the program 
discussed with Tribal leaders 
and the executive director of 
Education the best possible 
outcomes. 

“We are licensed through 
DHS so we do have to fol-
low the guidelines they put 
in place, we also align with 
the CDC guidelines at the 
time and we conferred with 
Charlene Wassana, with the 
Department of Health, and 
her team as well,” Hoffman 
said. 

With 91 students current-
ly enrolled at Head Start cen-
ters, all Head Start faculty 
and staff are vaccinated as a 
requirement. Hoffman said 
the program is still strug-
gling with staff shortages 
when they lost staff due to 
mandatory vaccine require-
ments. 

“We still are short staffed 
due to that, especially at our 
Canton center, we are just 
short two staff at Clinton, 
one at Concho and about five 
at Canton,” Hoffman said. 

In following the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribe’s 
COVID-19 Policies, Hoff-
man said when a student tests 
positive for COVID or has 
been exposed, depending on 
the circumstances, the child 
will have to be quarantined. 

“Right now we’re trying 
to keep them contained in 
their classrooms, we don’t 
have classrooms going out at 
the same time, like for out-
door play, but if they were 
on a bus with other children 
from a different classroom 
then we have to quarantine 
those children, if they were 

just with their classmates 
then that classmate would 
have to quarantine, it really 
just depends on the circum-
stance,” Hoffman said. 

In the Head Start policy, 
Hoffman said they let par-
ents be aware that the cen-
ter would potentially close a 
classroom for up to 14 days 
just to be safe. 

“We just revised the pol-
icy and some parents aren’t 
happy about if their child 
has been sick that we re-
quire them having a negative 
COVID test to return, but 
we feel that’s the best way 
to keep to rest of our chil-
dren safe and our staff safe,” 
Hoffman said. 

In maintaining safety pro-
tocols for Head Start, Hoff-
man said staff are required 
to sanitize buildings daily, 
with certain staff assigned 
to duties when it comes to 
sanitizing and classrooms 
are manipulated to ensure 
sanitization to prevent any 
spread of the virus within the 
centers. 

With the injunction 
filed against SB 658, some 
schools have taken initiative 
in enforcing mask mandates 
and have come to believe 
that is their saving grace. 

Gina Musae, principal 
at Darlington Elementary 
School said when they or-
dered a mask mandate last 
year amid the COVID-19 
pandemic, they noticed they 
had zero cases of spread 
within the school. 

“We believe wholeheart-
edly that the mask was the 
difference because obviously 
these kids are not old enough 
to have vaccinations, at the 
time no one was vaccinated. 
So we felt that all the things 
we were doing with the tem-
perature checks, with so-
cial distancing and with the 
mask, we did really well,” 
Musae said. 

Although the school had 
children who tested posi-
tive, the positive cases were 
coming from exposure in the 
homes. 

“Someone at home got it 
and then the kids were sick 
and we would quarantine and 
we didn’t see spread, so we 
were devastated when this 
bill went through because we 
truly believe that the masks 
were our saving grace last 

year,” Musae said. 
When SB 658 was put 

into effect, Musae said the 
school had a discussion and 
decided to tell staff, who are 
largely vaccinated, that it’s 
the school’s expectation that 
they wear masks. 

With most of the staff at 
Darlington wearing masks, 
Musae said it’s been a little 
trickier with students. 

“Their parents may be 
telling them to wear one or 
there are parents that tell 
them not to wear one, it’s 
hard for us to know the dif-
ference so we’ve done some 
things and made calls to 
parents and asked do I have 
the right to tell your child to 
wear the mask, and the ma-
jority said yes and we have a 
very minute number that say 
no,” Musae said. 

In recent discussion with 
the school board, Musae 
said the school discussed the 
option of a mask mandate 
because of the temporary in-
junction filed against Senate 
Bill 658 and have decided 
they are going to start man-
dating masks. 

“Ours will go in place on 
Monday, Sept. 13 and we do 
have to give an opt-out for 
religious purposes, personal 
reasons, or other, but we’re 
going to require the parents 
to come to the school and 
explain and sign the form so 
our hope is that it is a real 
minute number, that we’ll do 
that, so that’s where we’re 
headed,” Musae said.

In moving forward with 
the mandate, Musae said the 
school hopes that the parents 
support their decision.

“We want to stay in per-
son because we know that 
virtual learning is very dif-
ficult for students and for 
families and that relationship 
with teachers is so import-
ant, and we know that we’re 
going to have gaps in their 
knowledge base because of 
it, so our hope is to do every-
thing we can to be in person 
and we feel like the mask is 
our best bet being able to do 
that,” Musae said. 

While public schools who 
are affected most by SB 658 
and decipher amongst them-
selves in moving forward 
with mask or no mask man-
dates, private schools were 
excluded when the senate 

bill went into effect and left 
to make their own rules re-
garding masks. 

Cherokee Ballard, Direc-
tor of Marketing and Com-
munications at Heritage 
Hall, a private school locat-
ed in Oklahoma City, said 
that on Sept. 1 their school 
announced to patrons, staff 
and students associated with 
Heritage Hall that the school 
would implement a mask 
mandate indoors for every-
body.

“Based on Oklahoma 
County infection rates and 
rates rising so rapidly, our 
top priority obviously is the 
safety and health of our en-
tire campus, from our stu-
dents to our faculty to staff 
to everybody involved with 
Heritage Hall, so that an-
nouncement was just imple-
mented,” Ballard said. 

Their change to enforce 
masks indoors within the 
school came after their ini-
tial policy of optional mask 
wearing for the vaccinated.

“We were kind of just 
leaving it up to the individu-
als, patrons and students, the 
lower school, our younger 
students, had already imple-
mented indoor masking for 
all faculty, staff and students 
and visitors, but given the 
statistics that we’re seeing 
we decided it was just im-
portant and critical for our 
entire campus to go ahead 
and implement this indoor 
mask mandate,” Ballard said. 

In mandating indoor 
masks, Ballard said the 
school has gotten really 
positive responses from the 
public because of how con-
cerned people are. 

“The rates have been ris-
ing so much in our state and 
everybody wants to be able 
to keep the kids in school,” 
Ballard said. 

Ballard said the school’s 
number one goal is to keep 
the community healthy and 
keep their students in school. 

“We have an entire task 
force of people that have 
been getting together and 
researching and looking at 
the numbers and statistics, 
we just feel like the two 
goals we have are to keep 
our community healthy and 
safe and to keep our kids in 
school and that’s what we’re 
doing,” Ballard said.

SB658
continued from pg. 1

New Facilities Open in Cheyenne and Arapaho Country

Several new facilities within the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes’ jurisdiction were officially 
opened with ribbon cutting ceremonies. 

They included the Hammon Emergency Re-
sponse Center in Hammon, Okla., The Clinton 
Emergency Management Services building in 
Clinton, Okla., and the Watonga Emergency 
Response Center in Watonga, Okla.

The Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ uti-
lized CARES Act funding provided by the 

U.S. Government and following the CARES Act guide-
lines to create emergency response centers for tribal citizens’ use during 

any type of emergency including the COVID pandemic and weather related emergencies, 
such as ice storms, flooding or extreme heat.

The new emergency response centers will also be used for telehealth opportunities through 
partnership with the Clinton Indian Health Services.

The Hammon Emergency Response Center and the Clinton Emergency Medical Services 
building ribbon cuttings were held Aug. 30. The Watonga Emergency Response Center ribbon 
cutting was held Aug. 31.

Approaching in October, the grand opening of the new Watonga Lucky Star Casino Hotel & 
Convention Center will be held Oct. 1 in Watonga, Okla., with free play being gifted to tribal 
citizens, $25 for unvaccinated tribal citizens and $50 for vaccinated tribal citizens (proof of 
vaccination must be shown.) COVID protocols will be followed with masks being required and 
social distancing encouraged. A COVID vaccine clinic will be on site to administer the COVID 
vaccine to any tribal citizen who chooses to be vaccinated.



PAGE 7Tsistsistas & Hinonoei Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune

five awards this year under 
Professional Division II – 
Print/Online:

3rd Place – Best News Sto-
ry – Rosemary Stephens

“Returning to Learn: 
Opening Schools During a 
Pandemic” – Aug. 1, 2020

2nd Place – Best News 
Photo – Rosemary Stephens

“I Can’t Breathe” – June 
15, 2020

3rd Place – Best Feature 
Story – Latoya Lonelodge

“Art Heals: The Jingle 
Dress Project” – Nov. 1, 
2020

1st Place – Best Elder 
Coverage – Rosemary Ste-
phens

“Reflecting Back on Trib-
al Veteran/Elder Lawrence 
Hart” – Nov. 15, 2020

2nd Place – Best Elder 

Coverage – Rosemary Ste-
phens

“Arapaho Elder Erma 
Brown Chosen as One of 
AARP Indian Elder Hon-
orees for 2020” – Aug. 15, 
2020

The Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribal Tribune has 
brought home 38 awards 
over the past 11 years from 
the National Native Media 
Awards event.

Also being recognized 
this year, Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Television’s Dar-
ren Brown, 3rd place under 
TV-General Excellence.

All stories can be read by 
visiting https://cheyennean-
darapaho-nsn.gov/project/
public-information-tribal-tri-
bune, and clicking on the 
2020 Archives.

AWARDS
continued from pg. 1

the governor’s son Christian 
Wassana and others met for 
over four hours with Clin-
ton Public School (CPS) 
Superintendent Bridges, 
staff administrators from 
the school and the family of 
the student on Friday Sept. 
3. After viewing the camera 
footage and in-depth discus-
sions, a joint statement was 
released later that evening 
from Gov. Wassana and Su-
perintendent Bridges, which 
stated, in part, “This week, a 
social media post reported a 
Clinton Public Schools ele-
mentary student had his hair 
forcefully cut by two older 
students without his consent. 
While this would be con-
cerning in any situation, it 
was especially so in this case 
because hair is sacred and 
of great significance in the 
student’s Native American 
culture.”

It went on to state, “This 
afternoon, Clinton Public 
Schools, the student’s family, 
Governor Wassana and other 
leaders of the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes had a very 
productive meeting to dis-
cuss the facts that have been 
determined so far. While 
some details remain disput-
ed, Clinton Public Schools 
and the Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribal leadership agree 
that the initial report that 
the student was held down 
by two older students while 
his hair was cut is inaccurate 
and did not occur.” (Read full 
statement below.)

“We as tribal citizens em-
brace our culture and these 
types of attacks on our Native 
children are taken seriously. 
Our Department of Educa-
tion works closely with the 
Clinton Public Schools and 
we hope to continue to edu-
cate non-Natives about our 
culture and traditions, and 
to continue building a stron-
ger, mutually respectful rela-
tionship with Clinton Public 
Schools,” Gov. Wassana 

said.
Bridges said the school 

is investigating the incident 
and they take this, “very, 
very seriously.”

“We’re more than com-
mitted to providing a safe 
environment for all of our 
students. This situation and 
ones like this are not taken 
lightly and we will continue 
to investigate until we have 
all the answers,” Bridges 
said in a telephone interview.

Bridges said the Clinton 
Public Schools have built a 
very strong relationship with 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes Dept. of Education 
the past three years and have 
enjoyed a working relation-
ship with several of the Dept. 
of Education’s employees on 
site through the Native Youth 
Community Project (NYCP). 

All of the facts have yet 
to be released in this case, 
however, Laquita stated she 
believes her grandson and 
stands behind him.

“I told them it’s like me 
going over there and chop-
ping the steeple off the 
church … that’s what it’s 
like. I have my beliefs and 
you have your beliefs. Our 
whole family is traditional 
and for them to cut his hair 
just crushed me,” Laquita 
said.

The director of the Amer-
ican Indian Movement 
(AIM), Oklahoma Chapter 
issued a statement via Social 
Media Sept. 2, stating, “We 
want the Indigenous people 
of Clinton to know that we 
are aware and we support 
you. We are very concerned 
for the safety of our Indig-
enous relatives who live in 
and near Clinton … we are 
taking action.”

AIM organized a march 
and rally held Friday, Sept. 
10 in Clinton, Okla.

The investigation into the 
incident in ongoing and has 
been turned over to law en-
forcement.

CLINTON SCHOOL
continued from pg. 3

ored their long-time family 
descendent.

Melissa Lame Bull In-
gram, who is the daughter 
of Sam Lame Bull, great 
grandson of Medicine Man 
Lame Bull, said she traveled 
from Washington, while her 
dad, nephew and brother 
came in from Anchorage, 
Ala., along with some fami-
ly members from Texas. 

“It’s awesome that they 
honored him in this way, 
he’s from Kingfisher and 
now anyone who drives by 
is going to see his picture, 
he’s important to our fami-
ly, and now he’s important 
to Kingfisher,” Ingram said. 

Ingram said she hopes 
the sculpture of Lame Bull 
brings togetherness within 
the Kingfisher community. 

“I thought the ceremony 
was great, there was a lot of 
support from all different 
parts of the community, not 
only the Native American 
people but the chamber of 
commerce, it was just awe-
some to see so many people 
out supporting,” Ingram 
said. 

Ramona Haag Shea, the 
daughter of Elsie Lame 
Bull, whom is the eldest 
living descendent of Lame 
Bull, said she was in awe of 
the unveiling of the Lame 
Bull sculpture dedication. 

“It was beautiful and I 
love learning the history be-
cause I really didn’t know a 
lot of it growing up,” Shea 
said. 

Shea said she looked 
forward to learning the her-
itage and finding out more 

about her ancestors.
“I think it’s wonderful 

because that’s just not the 
stuff the children today are 
getting, the grandchildren, 
within the schools, it’s their 
heritage and history of their 
family, it’s awesome,” Shea 
said. 

Taking a proactive 
role within the Lame Bull 
sculpture project, Dee 
Ann Alexander, anoth-
er daughter of Sam Lame 
Bull, said Lame Bull is her 
great-great-grandfather and 
the sculpture has been a 
long-time project since its 
inception between 2006 and 
2008. 

Alexander said Gooden 
had approached the Lame 
Bull family in wanting to 
do a sculpture on behalf of 
Medicine Man many years 
ago. From then, her broth-
er Bob put up the money to 
finalize the sculpture and 
commissioned Gooden to 
finish it, as well as with the 
help of the tribes with the 
historical marker and finan-
cial help from the Cultural 
and Heritage Program. 

“It’s amazing, I can’t be-
lieve it because this is going 
to be up here forever and 
it’s a good historical knowl-
edge of our family, as men-
tioned in the remarks, we’re 
very proud to have this and 
to have the governor and 
the other legislators here to 
hear the stories,” Alexander 
said. 

Alexander said she be-
lieves the sculpture will 
make a big difference. 

“I liked what the gov-

ernor said, he’s never seen 
any other sculpture or dedi-
cation with any of our trib-
al members anywhere, so I 
think this is the first possi-
bly and I hope not the last 
with either families,” Alex-
ander said. 

Aware of how busy Main 
Street is in Kingfisher with 
all the noise from cars pass-
ing by, Alexander said she 
thought the ceremony went 
well. 

“We wanted to keep it 
early because of the Okla-
homa sun and the heat, just 
even the main street itself 
was kind of loud but that 
was just to be expected … 
just want to give my thanks 
for all the supporters and 
the family, I’d like to thank 
the tribe in helping, the gov-
ernor and the legislators for 
being here and supporting 
our family, we really appre-
ciate that,” Alexander said.

LAME BULL
continued from pg. 2

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Gov. Reggie Wassana 
and Dee Ann Alexander, descendent of Lame Bull, stand in 
front of the now unveiled sculpture of Lame Bull Medicine 
Man.

The Emergency Rental 
Assistance Program is tak-
ing applications for all en-
rolled Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho tribal members who live 
in-state or out-of-state who 
were affected by COVID-19 
pandemic. If you had a job 
loss or reduced income, and 
currently renting your home, 
apartment, or condo, please 
take time to request an appli-
cation. The Housing Author-
ity will assist tribal members 
who have fallen behind in 
their rent and utilities to help 
families become current. 

Rental assistance, provide 
a copy of your lease agree-
ment with your landlord, no 
pet deposits and monthly pet 
fees will be paid.

Utility assistance, provide 
copies of utility bills. Eligi-
ble utilities include electrici-
ty, gas, water and sewer, and 
energy costs such as pro-
pane. No telephone or cable 
services are eligible under 
this program. Internet ser-
vices will be paid for those 
with school age children and 
young adults attending col-
lege or vocational school. 

Arrears provide copies 
of late notices from your 
landlord or utility company; 
arrears for utilities and rent 
will only be approved back 
as far as March 13, 2020 

and must be shown to be 
COVID-19 pandemic relat-
ed. Payments and payment 
arrangements will be made 
DIRECTLY with landlords 
and utility companies once 
all documents are turned in. 
NO exceptions. 

Income Requirements:  
Applicant must provide cur-
rent proof of income. 

Please Note:
Applicant income cannot 

exceed 80% of HUD’s fam-
ily median income as per 
chart below, unless area in-
come is more advantageous 
to applicant.

Homeowners are not el-
igible to receive mortgage, 
utilities or energy cost assis-
tance.

Applicant cannot receive 
duplicate assistance from 
other federal, state or local 
municipalities.

Apply online the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Website: 
www.cheyenneandarapa-
ho-nsn.gov/housing. 

Complete the JOT FORM 
on Tribes website. Or apply 
in person

Email completed appli-
cation and all documents 
to zcontreras@cheyenne-
andarapaho-nsn.gov or 
lkeesie@cheyenneandarap-
aho-nsn.gov or via fax @ 
405.422.8271.

U.S. Department 
of Treasury - 2021 
Emergency Rental 
Assistance
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Electric bills accepted 
beginning Sept. 1 through 
Oct. 11, 2021

Summer cooling assis-
tance applications does 
not affect 90-day assis-
tance.

One electric bill per 
household will be pro-
cessed for the summer 
cooling assistance. Elec-
tric bill will be the only 
bill paid during this time 
up to $100 on current 
amount only.

If on an average/bud-
get/level billing system, 
up to $100 paid towards 
billing plan.

Pre-paid accounts will 
receive $100 in electric 
bill assistance.

No past due, discon-
nects, reconnections or 
deposits allowed.

If there is a zero bal-
ance or credit balance, no 
payment will be made.

Must submit your com-
plete current electric bill. 
If bill is not in your name, 
you must have a 2021 
Residence Verification 
form on file.

This incentive will ex-
clude streetlights, yard 
lights or security lights.

Please allow additional 
time to process check re-
quests.

Last day to submit an 
electric bill is the day it is 
due.

Elder Care
Program’s 
Summer 
Cooling
Assistance

Standing 6’6 and weighing in at 290 lbs., 
offensive and defensive lineman Kenny Wer-
my, 16, knows how to make an impression 
on the field and not just by his size alone. 

An enrolled citizen of the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes, Wermy is in his junior year 
at Cache High School in Cache, Okla., where 
he has been recognized as the Oklahoma 
Prep Redzone Preseason All-State 1st Team 
for the Bulldogs football team. 

Beginning his football career at the age of 
8, Wermy said he’s always grew up around 
the game of football, and when he knew his 
dad and grandfathers had once played the 
sport too, he grew a love for the game by 
watching it and wanted to play. 

“I like the excitement and the feel of the 
game,” Wermy said. 

With one game in the bag in their pre-
season opening night against El Reno High 
School, Wermy said he looks forward to his 
junior year of football. 

“Just playing with my team, working hard 
and doing what we can do to make it to the 
state championship,” Wermy said. 

Last season, Wermy said the team didn’t 

do as well as they wanted to do. 
“We finished 5-5 but the season ended be-

cause of COVID and we had won our first 
play off game and then our second game got 
canceled due to COVID,” Wermy said. 

In looking forward to the new season, 
Wermy said he wants to be the best teammate 
he can be and help his team make it to state. 

And in preparing himself for the season, 
Wermy said he spent his summer attending 
football camps at various schools, with some 
camps conducted for players by personal in-
vitation only. 

Wermy said he attended the Elite Under-
classmen Camp in Texas this past summer. 

“It went pretty good, I liked the atmo-
sphere and the competition that was around, 
it definitely helped me get better and I used 
all what I was taught in the camp by the 
coaches and everything ‘til now, to use in 
games,” Wermy said. 

Wermy also attended camps at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma, Oklahoma State Universi-
ty, Texas Tech, Kansas State and Nebraska. 

Attending the football camps, Wermy 
said have helped a tremendous amount in his 

game. 
“Learning from the best coaches 

in the schools and D1 programs, and 
learning from people who up top, like 
coach wise, who know so much about 
football, it definitely was just like a 
big boost,” Wermy said. 

And while out on the field playing 
in a middle of a game, Wermy said 
football makes him feel his happiest. 

“It definitely makes me feel hap-
py to play the game and get pumped 
while in the moment, it’s like a fire or 
a switch,” Wermy said. 

Wermy said he hopes football will 
take him to the next level while also 
getting a good education in college. 
And with that mindset, Wermy trains 
up to six days out of the week for 
football during practices and weight 
lifting. 

“I work on multiple 
things, but I work most on 
endurance, conditioning and 
strength,” Wermy said. 

Wermy said what moti-
vates him the most in get-
ting up everyday to train for 
football is his grandma and 
grandpa, who have passed 
away.

“They were always big 
fans and I just look forward 
to playing for them,” Wermy 
said. 

Being inspired as an ath-
lete, Wermy said playing 
football inspires him in the 
classroom as well with him 
maintaining a 3.2 GPA. 

“With being a student 
athlete, student comes first and I can’t play 
without being in school so it just pushes me 
to work harder in school,” Wermy said. 

With inspiration from the classroom, 
Wermy said he gets motivation for football 
from his coaches. 

“The motto that our coaches have has im-
pacted us, to play for a team and have consis-
tent effort everyday,” Wermy said. 

Head Football Coach at Cache High 
School, Faron Griffin, describes Kenny as an 
exceptional football player. 

“He works really hard, does everything 
we ask him to do, he has a tremendous 
amount of ability and of course he’s got size 
that is catching the attention of all the big 
schools,” Griffin said. 

In their season opener against El Reno, 
Griffin said he had an outstanding game on 
both sides of the football. 

“He plays offense and defensive line for 
us and really made a lot of great tackles on 
defense, disrupted the other team’s offense 
quite a bit and offensively we were able to 
run the ball successfully behind him because 
he blocked so well. He’s a great young man 
and we’re happy to have him on our team,” 

Griffin said. 
As far as expectations for the season in his 

junior year, Griffin said he expects Wermy to 
continue to get better on the field. 

“I expect him to have just a breakout sea-
son, he’s gotten a lot of attention from a lot 
of the big colleges and with his personality 
and the character that he has along with his 
play, I just expect him to have an astound-
ing football season and make us successful,” 
Griffin said. 

Griffin said although Wermy hasn’t re-
ceived school offers, there’s been several 
that have called and have him on their pros-
pect list and have invited him to camps. 

“He’s as good of a person as he is a foot-
ball player and that means a lot, he’s a good 
student athlete, and he’s got great character, 
and he’s the type of young man you’d want 
to have as your own son,” Griffin said. 

Kenny’s parents are Deon Wermy and 
Laura Gould, and he has one sibling, Jay-lea 
Wermy. His maternal grandparents are the 
late Kenneth Gould and Lavada Gould, and 
his great-grandmother is Marie Whiteman. 
Kenny’s paternal grandparents are Donna 
Wermy and the late Del Wermy.

Kenny Wermy, Cache High School Football
Latoya Lonelodge, Staff Reporter
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MOBILE MEDICAL UNIT
continued from pg. 1

COVID-19 task force initi-
ated the idea for the Mobile 
Medical Unit with support 
from the 8th Legislature, 
Health Board, Gov. Reggie 
Wassana, Lt. Gov. Gib Miles 
and Clinton Service Unit 
CEO, Capt. Joe Bryant.

The unit, staffed with 
medical personnel, will pro-
vide a variety of medical ser-
vices with the tribes’ service 
areas, including check-ups, 
vaccinations, health screen-
ings, some medical lab work 
and patient counseling. Also 
included will be COVID-19 
vaccinations, as well as flu 
shots, and COVID-19 test-
ing.

“We are anticipating with 
the next couple of weeks, 
the signed MOU (Memo-
randum of Understanding) 
with I.H.S. leadership and 
the tribes’ to begin full ser-
vice provisions with the 
Mobile Medical Unit,” Dr. 
Derrell Cox, a member of the 
tribes’ COVID-19 task force, 
said. “We are excited about 
the opportunities to deliver 
healthcare to our communi-
ties, and especially to pro-
vide services to those who 
have difficult being seen at 
our I.H.S. Clinics.”

The Mobile Medical Unit 
was manufactured by LDV 

Custom Specialty Vehicles, 
Inc. LDV began in 1977 
designing and building cus-
tom vehicles such as mobile 
command centers, SWAT 
vehicles, HNT trucks, book-
mobiles, medical vehicles, to 
name a few.

According to the LDV 
Website, the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes Medical Mo-
bile Unit features an all-alu-
minum body construction, 
wheelchair accessibility life 
and power retracting awning. 
Inside the unit there are front 
and rear patient exam rooms 
with examination tables, a 
blood draw chair, medical 
digital scales and equipped 
with medical grade equip-
ment in each patient rooms.

On the outside of the 
medical unit is distinctive 
ledger art designs created by 
Cheyenne and Arapaho tribal 
citizens and well-known art-
ists, Brent Learned and his 
brother George Learned.

“We will be providing a 
schedule for the medical unit 
for publication in the Tribal 
Tribune, on the tribes’ Web-
site, Social Media, and other 
various means of outreach 
with the Dept. of Health and 
Clinton Service Unit,” Dr. 
Cox said.

related video footage. Those 
records have not yet been 
provided.

Friday’s protest was part-
ly prompted by Herndon’s 
death.

Butch Herndon belonged 
to the Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes, and some say 
his death is part of a pattern 
of mistreatment of Native 
Americans by Clinton po-
lice and area law enforce-
ment. Replies to a Facebook 
post made by a woman who 
identified herself as Hern-
don’s ex-wife included an 
allegation from a witness 
who said they “called [the 
Oklahoma Highway Patrol] 
and told them they needed to 
get there because [the police] 
were abusing him.”

Cetan Sa Winyan, the 
director of the American 
Indian Movement’s Indian 
Territory chapter, organized 
Friday’s march. She said 
on Wednesday that she and 
others did not believe what 

they had heard of the police 
account and compared the 
situation to previous cases in 
the town.

“That’s natural for the 
Clinton police,” she said. 
“They’ve done that before. 
They’ve done that with Ben-
jamin Whiteshield. They did 
that with Mah-hi-vist Good-
blanket. Drake Starr, he was 
murdered (…) and the police 
haven’t done nothing about 
it. There’s countless stories 
of what the Clinton police 
does up there to the Native 
community.”

Whiteshield and Good-
blanket were both shot by 
police who had to called 
because the men were hav-
ing mental health crises. 
Their deaths were the focus 
of a march that happened in 
Clinton last year. Starr, who 
was 17, was found dead in a 
truck in July, and the inves-
tigation was handed over to 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
according to news reports.

Herndon’s death also oc-
curred the same week that 
a Cheyenne and Arapaho 
fifth-grader in Clinton re-
ported that two older stu-
dents held him down in a 
school bathroom and cut off 
several inches of his hair.

Long hair has deep cultur-
al, personal and spiritual sig-
nificance in Native American 
communities, and the inci-
dent was the central focus of 
this week’s march.

A few days after the in-
cident, the school district 
and Gov. Reggie Wassana of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes released a joint state-
ment saying, “While some 
details remain disputed, 
Clinton Public Schools and 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Trib-
al leadership agree that the 
initial report that the student 
was held down by two older 
students while his hair was 
cut is inaccurate and did not 
occur.”

The protestors, however, 

including the boy and his 
family, stood by his story. 
Cetan Sa Winyan said she 
believed the joint statement 
was simply an attempt to 
make the situation go away.

“They’re blowing 
smoke,” she said.

This story first published 
on NonDoc.com on Sept. 11, 
2021.

RALLY
continued from pg. 3

Butch Herdon passed 
away Aug. 31 while in the 
Clinton city jail in Clinton, 
Okla.

The Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribal Health Board re-
cently approved two papers 
for publication that explored 
the food environment within 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribal area of northwestern 
Oklahoma. The first study 
examined the types of food 
and other consumable prod-
ucts available at stores that 
sell food within the area. The 
second study interviewed 
Tribal members about their 
perceptions of food and food 
availability in their commu-
nity. The research was com-
pleted through the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma’s Center 
for Applied Social Research 
(OU-CASR) and was re-
viewed and approved by the 
CAT Health Board and the 
University of Oklahoma IRB. 

The University of Okla-
homa’s Department of An-
thropology and CASR have 
conducted research for more 
than a decade to better un-
derstand what is driving high 
rates of diseases associated 
with metabolic disorder, in-
cluding high blood pressure/
sugar, obesity, diabetes, heart 
disease, certain cancers, and 
other diseases associated 
with chronic inflammation. 
The current research builds 
on previous research on the 
oral and gut microbiome 
of Tribal members, which 
found that Tribal members’ 
microbiomes were character-
istic of those at risk for sys-
temic disorders and whose 
diets consisted mainly of 
processed, fried foods, such 
as those found in gas station 
food counters and fast-food 
restaurants, with minimal 
fresh fruits and vegetables.

The first study found that 
the Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribal area consists of a 
large rural food desert (large 
areas where healthy food is 
hard to find), punctuated by 
food swamps (areas with a 
high concentration of fast-
food stores). Most small 
communities had sources of 
unhealthy food, but only the 
larger communities had su-
permarkets with healthy food 
available. It was much easier 

to find alcohol and tobacco 
than vegetables and fruits 
in food stores. Convenience 
stores that sold mainly un-
healthy food (e.g., junk food) 
were often the only source of 
food in a community. Like-
wise, dollar stores mainly 
sold processed and other 
junk foods, alcohol, and to-
bacco. These stores were 
taking the place of local mar-
kets that sold healthier food 
like fruits and vegetables. 
Supermarkets, which were 
only in the larger towns far 
from many tribal members’ 
homes, sold fresh produce, 
but also sold junk food and it 
was frequently prominently 
displayed. 

The second study found 
that many participants expe-
rienced periods where money 
was scarce and lacked reli-
able transportation making 
it hard to get healthy food. 
The racism of store person-
nel also kept people out of 
some local stores. Access 
was hardest for people in 
smaller and most rural com-
munities. Many had to rely 
on “junk food” at local con-
venience stores, which some 
people preferred even know-
ing it was unhealthy. This is 
not surprising since scientific 
literature tells us that “junk 
food” can be addictive. Cul-
tural and ceremonial events 
tended to feature less junk 
food, with most food being

homemade (or home 
cooked).

This research provides 
some useful details on what 
kinds of food are actually 
available and the challeng-
es that Tribal members may 
confront trying to eat differ-
ently. This information can 
be important for informing 
efforts to make healthier 
foods easier to access and 
use.

The researchers and paper 
authors include Dr. Lori Jer-
vis (OU-CASR), Dr. Derrell 
Cox (Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Department of Health), Glo-
ria TallBull (Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribal member), 
and Dr. Paul Spicer (OU-
CASR).

Two new health
studies to be
published about 
Cheyenne and
Arapaho Tribes

   Tara Conway, MS, RD, LD, CDE
C&A Diabetes Wellness Program

How to Cut Down High Cholesterol Risks

C h o -
lesterol:  a 
waxy, fat-
like sub-
stance.  Our 

bodies rely on cholesterol for our bod-
ies to function normally, such as mak-
ing hormones and digesting fatty foods.  
However, the liver produces cholesterol 
naturally and we don’t need much extra 
from our diets. 

If we have too much cholesterol, it 
can lead to heart disease.  

What we choose to eat will help 
us manage our cholesterol levels and 
therefore, our heart health.

Limit foods high in saturated fats 
such as animal fats such as fatty meats 
(bacon, sausage, pepperoni, fatty cuts of 
beef, hot dogs, bologna), high fat milk, 
cheese, lard.

Increase foods naturally high in fi-

ber, such as oatmeal, beans. 
Choose unsaturated fats such as olive 

oil, nuts, seeds, avocado, vegetable oils.  
Our bodies need fat to function proper-
ly, including our brains.  We don’t want 
to cut out fat but choose healthy fats, 
but not too much as it is still high in 
calories.  Fish at least 2 times a week, 
lean meats such chicken and turkey.  In-
creasing fruits and vegetables is always 
the best path to good health.

Other things we can do to create a 
heart healthy life is 

Be active at least three hours a week, 
children and adolescents should get 1 
hour everyday.  

Quit smoking – smoking damages 
blood vessels and speeds ups harden-
ing of arteries and increases the risk for 
heart disease.

Limit alcohol – alcohol can raise cho-
lesterol levels as well as tryglycerides.  

For a personalized weight manage-
ment plan that meets your individual 
needs, consult a registered dietitian ei-
ther at the Diabetes Wellness Center or 
the Clinton Service Unit. 

For more information and tips on 
health and wellness contact Tara Con-
way at the Diabetes Wellness Program 
405-422-7685 or toll free at 800-247-
4612 ext. 27685 or email tconway@
cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov., or Jenna 
Crider 405-422-7656, toll free at 800-
247-4612 ext. 27656 or email jcrider@
cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov.

Remember your handwashing tech-
niques, scrubbing for at least 20 sec-
onds. Remember to wash all surfaces 
daily and don’t forget to clean your 
cell phone, door knobs, car handles and 
steering wheel and don’t forget to wear 
a face mask.

Source: cdc.gov/cholesterol/prevention.
htm.

(OKLAHOMA CITY)  
The First Americans Mu-
seum (FAM) will official-
ly open its doors to the 
public Sept. 18-19 for a 
Grand Opening Weekend 
celebration full of enter-
tainment, cultural demon-
strations and activities for 
the whole family to enjoy. 

Tickets are $5 per per-
son, per day and can be 
purchased exclusively 
through the museum’s 
website www.famok.org. 
Admission for FAM mem-
bers and children under 3 
is free. Due to expected 
large crowds, all tickets 
must be purchased in ad-
vance of opening week-
end. 

“We are thrilled to share 
with the public a premier 
venue dedicated to the his-
tory, art and cultural life-
ways of First Americans in 
Oklahoma. We invite ev-
eryone to the long-await-
ed opening of FAM in 
September,” said James 
Pepper Henry, FAM direc-
tor and CEO. “Those who 
attend the grand opening 
will be among the first to 
experience a national trea-
sure that will be enjoyed 
for decades to come.” 

The museum will open 
at 8 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 

18, with a tribal proces-
sion of 39 distinct Tribal 
Nations taking place at 
10:30 a.m., followed by 
remarks from tribal, city 
and museum leaders. To 
view a complete list of 
Grand Opening Weekend 
entertainment, activities, 
shopping and dining op-
tions, visit famok.org. 

During grand opening 
weekend only, no onsite 
parking will be available, 
except for parking provid-
ed for visitors with disabil-
ity parking placard cre-
dentials. FAM is finalizing 
details for offsite paid 
parking and will provide 
updates on the museum’s 
website as more informa-
tion becomes available. 
Free parking shuttle ser-

vices will be available to 
transport visitors all week-
end to and from designat-
ed parking sites, starting at 
8 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 18, 
and running throughout 
the weekend’s scheduled 
events. The use of ride-
share services is strongly 
encouraged. 

To ensure everyone’s 
safety and enjoyment, 
FAM is following CDC 
COVID-19 guidelines for 
large group events. The 
museum’s campus will op-
erate with timed entry tick-
ets to ensure visitors have 
ample space to observe 
social distancing. Due to 
observance of health and 
safety protocols regarding 
capacity in enclosed spac-
es, access to FAM exhibi-

tion galleries may be lim-
ited on opening weekend. 
FAM encourages visitors 
to return on a future date 
to explore the extensive 
exhibit galleries. 

About FAM 
First Americans Muse-

um celebrates our shared 
American history through 
the collective stories of 39 
distinct tribal nations in 
Oklahoma today. The mu-
seum promotes awareness 
and educates the broader 
public about the unique 
cultures, diversity, history, 
contributions, and resil-
ience of the First Ameri-
can nations. The 175,000 
sq. ft. museum is located 
at 659 First Americans 
Boulevard in Oklahoma 
City.

First American Museum 
Grand Opening Weekend
Set for Sept. 18-19
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LEGAL DOCUMENTS - NOTICE OF HEARING

Happy 1st Birthday
Aaliyah Sevenstar!!!

Love Mommy & 
Daddy 

Memaw, Amaya, 
Destiny, KK & River

Happy Birthday to our 
Beautiful Latoya!

Sept. 9
Daughter, Sister, 
Mommy and Best 

Friend!
We all love you to the 

moon and back!
Love, River, T, Trey, 

Jackie, mom, all your 
nieces, Corey and the 

girls!

Happy 9th birthday to 
our baby, Peyton Annie!

Sept. 24
We all love you very 

much and hope you have 
a wonderful birthday!

Love always,
Your whole family

Happy Birthday Grammie!
In loving memory of 

Lavada Gould
Sept. 29, 1960
Nov. 17, 2016

They ruled that McGirt will 
not be retroactive. If you can 
question jurisdiction at any 
time. Then why wouldn’t the 
McGirt ruling be retroactive.

The state of Oklahoma has 
been charging and convicting 
Tribal members since we be-
came a state. They know they 
are in the wrong. 

So if these courts charged 
and convicted and sentenced 
Tribal members without juris-
diction; wouldn’t that be false 
imprisonment?

The state government has 
also been collecting state taxes 
on federal Tribal land. 

Is that not tax fraud on the 
highest scale?

The government knows that 
if they allowed the McGirt rul-
ing to be retroactive they would 
have to go back and correct and 
undo all the convictions. 

Not only that, just think back 
to when Oklahoma became a 
state. 

How many Tribal members 
the state of Oklahoma charged 
and convicted and sentenced to 
death and have killed.

If the state lacked jurisdic-
tion and still charged convicted 
and executed Tribal members 
on Tribal land; wouldn’t that be 
a wrongful death?

They said they didn’t want 
to reopen hurtful memories of 
the victims?

But if the state of Oklahoma 
convicted and executed Trib-
al members on Federal Tribal 
lands with the lack of jurisdic-
tion and authority; wouldn’t this 
make those Tribal members vic-
tims as well?

Is it or, is it not a wrongful 
or false imprisonment lawsuit 
against the state courts if they 
didn’t have the authority of ju-
risdiction to try and convict and 
sentence Tribal members in the 
first place?

I know that if I was in the 
wrong, this judicial system 

would hold me accountable to 
the letter of the law.

The McGirt ruling has 
shined the light on the abuse of 
authority that this judicial sys-
tem has been partaking in for 
many of years. 

And yet no one is held ac-
countable. 

What do they do so that they 
avoid accountability.

The make the McGirt non 
retroactive. So they can keep 
your dad, your mom, your aunts 
and uncles, brothers and sisters, 
wives, husbands, girlfriends and 
boyfriends under state custody 
so that they can continue to col-
lect that Department funding. 

We say the home of the free 
but the United States has more 
people locked up then any other 
country in the world. 

As we grew from our tra-
ditional ways and learned the 
white man’s ways. We were al-
ways given the shitty end of the 
stick. As time passed we grew 
and learned the tongue of the 
whites.

And now we have resourc-
es and funding that we didn’t 
have back then. We have devel-
oped and overcame what they 
thought would crush us. 

As a people we stood up and 
said enough is enough. 

Now these people see us as 
a force. So what do they do? 
They disregard the rules and the 
guidelines they set in place. In 
doing so we find ourselves con-
victed felons. 

They know that if they can 
convicts all of us with these 
felonies then their position of 
power would be safe. Because 
we would be unable to vote, un-
able to bare arms and unable to 
hold a position in government 
office. 

So I ask, where is the ac-
countability? Continue to fight.

With kind regards,
Mr. Jimmy Tahchawwickah

Dear Editor

Lance Henson’s Wind’s Prayer 

we are a people 
days pass easy over these ancient hills 

i walk near a moccasin path overgrown with rusted cans and weeds 
i stand in the forest at sunset waiting for 
a prayer from the rising wind 

it is this way forever in this place 
there is no distance between the name of my race and the owl calling 
nor the badger’s gentle plodding 

we are a people born under symbols that rise from the dust to touch us that pass through the cedars where our 
old ones sleep 

to tell us of their dreams 
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Public Notice and Agenda
Annual Tribal Council Meeting

10 a.m. Oct. 2, 2021
R.E.Sp.E.C.T. Gymnasium

Concho, OK
In accordance with the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ Con-

stitution, pursuant to Article V. Sec. 3(a) An Annual Meeting 
of the Tribal Council shall be held on the first Saturday in 
October. No other meetings of the Tribes shall be held on the 
first Saturday in October including a Special Tribal Council 
Meeting or a meeting of the Legislature. The Annual Meeting 
of the Tribal Council shall be held in Concho.

Pursuant to Article V, Section 3(a) reads, in part, The Tribes 
shall provide bus transportation for members of the Tribes to 
attend the Annual meeting.

Pursuant to Article V, Section 2(d), Resolution No. 
100408ATC-002 and Section 4(c) requires all Resolutions 
submitted at least thrity (30) days before each Annual Meet-
ing and Special Meeting of the Tribal Council.

Deadline posted of Aug. 31, 2021 at 4 p.m.

2021 Annual Agenda
1. Selection of Coordinator, Office of Tribal Council

 K. Michelle BigFoot, Watonga, Okla.
 Jennifer Bailey, Yukon, Okla.
 Monica Allen, Canton, Okla.
 Leslie Wandrie Harjo, El Reno, Okla.
2. FY 2022 Tribal Annual Budget
3. A Resolution to ensure that all tribal members, regard-

less of location will receive tribal benefits equally
4. REMOVE the General Custer Equestrian Statue
5. Tribal Council to Decrease the Governor’s salary from 

180,003.20 to 150,000.00 in accordance with Article VII Sec-
tion 5 of the Constitution

6. A Tribal Council Resolution Establishing an Out of Area 
Office in Concho

7. Policy for Confirmation of Executive Director Nomina-
tions

8. Terms and Conditions for Coordinator, Office of Tribal 
Council

9. A Resolution to Increase the 2022 Tribal Council Budget
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Today is a good day to 
be indigenous! My name is 
Jennifer Bailey and I am a 
candidate for Tribal Coun-
cil Coordinator. Here is a 
little history about me for 
those wondering. I am both 
of Cheyenne and Arapaho 
blood. My parents are George 
and Debbie (Reed) Plummer. 
My maternal grandmother 
was Arapaho, Ann Addison 
Reed from Canton and my 
paternal grandmother was 
Cheyenne, Grace Survey-
or of Fonda. I am originally 
from Woodward Oklahoma 
and graduated high school 
in 1996 from Woodward 
High School. I then went on 
to college at Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University 
in Weatherford and grad-
uated in 2001 with a BA in 
Marketing. I am currently 
working on Masters in Legal 
Studies-Indigenous Law at 
the University of Oklahoma 
and maintaining a 4.0 and 
will graduate May 2022. I 
also have an Associates in 
Claims and an Associates in 
Insurance Services.

Currently I am active vol-
unteer for the First Ameri-
cans Museum and have been 
an advocate outside the tribe 
for Native American caus-
es. I ran for Oklahoma State 
Senate in 2020 and gained a 
lot of insight and additional 
experience in politics outside 
my tribe. 

I was elected as the Trib-
al Council Coordinator from 
October 2015 to December 

2018. I would say I made a 
huge impact on the Tribal 
Council when I was Coor-
dinator because of the in-
creased involvement from 
tribal members in their gov-
ernmental affairs. To this 
day I still see results from 
my time as the Tribal Coun-
cil Coordinator before being 
voted out under this admin-
istration. One of the rea-
sons I am running again for 
Tribal Council Coordinator 
is because the Tribal Coun-
cil should have a voice. A 
voice that reaches all tribal 
members including out of 
area tribal members. Having 
a forum for tribal members 
to ask questions provides 
growth for our tribe and also 
engages tribal members. 
Tribal members participat-
ing in their government are 
creating new space in their 
government that has not been 
easily or readily available for 
them. 

I have always been an 
advocate for out of district 
tribal members. They matter 
too. Informing tribal mem-
bers how their government 
operates has been somewhat 
of a passion of mine. I do 
believe tribal citizens should 
be aware of how their tribal 
government operates so they 
can make informed decisions 
at the polls. I do have social 
media presence with tribal 
members and will continue 
that presence if elected.

See you at the Annual 
Tribal Council Meeting.

Tribal Council
Coordinator
Candidate:
Jennifer Bailey

(CONCHO, OK) Four Cheyenne and Arapaho tribal cit-
izens have submitted their applications for Tribal Council 
Coordinator. They are incumbent Michelle Bigfoot, Jennifer 
(Plummer) Bailey, Monica Allen and Leslie Harjo.

According to the 2006 Constitution Article V – Tribal 
Council, Section 5a Office of Tribal Council, “An Office of 
the Tribal Council is hereby established. A Coordinator for 
the Office of the Tribal Council shall be selected by the Tribal 
Council at the Annual Meeting of the Tribal Council or at a 
Special Meeting of the Tribal Council as needed. Members of 
the Tribes interested in serving in the position of Coordinator 
shall submit an application at least thirty (30) days prior to 
the Tribal Council Meeting. All applications for Coordina-

tor shall be published at least thirty days prior to the Tribal 
Council Meeting.”

The Tribal Council Coordinator will be selected by major-
ity vote during the 2021 annual meeting of the Tribal Council 
on Saturday, Oct. 2, 2021.

Article V Tribal Council, Section 3(a) states, “An Annual 
Meeting of the Tribal Council shall be held on the first Satur-
day in October. No other meetings of the Tribes shall be held 
on the first Saturday in October including a Special Tribal 
Council meeting or a meeting of the Legislature. The Annual 
Meeting of the Tribal Council shall be held in Concho. The 
Tribes shall provide bus transportation for members of the 
Tribes to attend the Annual Meeting.”

Four candidates submit applications 
for Tribal Council Coordinator

Leslie Wandrie Harjo K. Michelle Bigfoot
Incumbent

Monica Allen Jennifer Bailey
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Primary Election
Primary Election Absen-

tee Ballots were mailed out 
the week of Aug. 23-27, 2021. 
Please follow ALL instructions 
when returning ballots. 

 The Primary Election will be 
held 7 a.m. - 7 p.m., Tuesaday, 
Oct. 5, 2021.

General Election
General Election Absentee 

Ballots will be mailed out the 
week of Oct. 6-11, 2021.

The General Election will be 
held 7 a.m. - 7 p.m., Tuesday 
Nov. 2, 2021.

Only those standing in line at 
7 p.m. will be allowed to vote 
at poll closings. NO waiting on 
anyone. There will be no excep-
tions.

Masks will be required and 
voters must remain 6 feet apart.

No Campaigning within 100 
Feet of polling locations.

Polling Locations
Canton Emergency Response 

Center, 205 N. Jefferson St.
Seiling Community Center, 

411 N. Main Street
Watonga Emergency Re-

sponse Center, 257210 E. 820 
Rd. 

Kinfisher Emergency Re-
sponse Center, 400 West Erwin

Geary Community Center, 
132 E. Main St.

Concho Emergency Re-
sponse Center, 102 Wolf Robe 
Circle

Clinton Emergency Response 
Center, 2015 Dogpatch Rd.

Weatherford SWOSU-Busi-
ness Enterprise Center-1121 N. 
7th St.  

Hammon Emergency Re-

sponse Center, 801 Dunn St.
Elk City Baptist Church-916 

West 7th Street 
After the polls close, the the 

on-site and absentee ballots will 
be counted in the large confer-
ence room located within the 
Dept. of Administration build-
ing in Concho, Okla.

Observers
Each candidate for office are 

allowed one observer during the 
counting process. The observ-
ers will not be compensated for 
this.

The observers will need to be 
in the large conference room no 
later than 8 p.m.

No cell phones, cameras, tab-
lets, computers, voice recorders, 
etc of any kind will be allowed 
during the counting process ... 
security enforced.

Primary Election Oct 5, 2021 / 
General Election Nov. 2, 2021

Greetings,
Election year is upon us as we 

continue with plans to improve 
our future. I am completing my 
first term as Election Commis-
sioner for Arapaho District 3.

Serving as a commissioner, 
has enabled me to utilize my 
knowledge to accomplish goals 
that have improved the voting 
process. I believe there is al-
ways room for growth and sev-
eral things can still be done to 
enable all tribal members the 
right to vote. There are barriers 
that must be overcome, and I 
believe I am the one to do it for 
our district. 

I am asking for your vote so 

that I may continue to serve as 
your Election Commissioner. I 
believe I have done a good job 
for our voting district and con-
tributed to the Election Com-
missions accomplishments. 
Since I have been a commission-
er there has been an increase in 
the voter registration for our 
district and I credit that to the 
communication I have with the 
community. 

Vote Patricia (Pat) Smothers 
and let’s work together to see 
brighter and promising voting 
processes. 

Thank You in advance for 
your support, Patricia (Pat) 
Smothers

Pa
tr

ic
ia

 S
m

ot
he

rs

A
3 

El
ec

tio
n 

C
om

m
is

si
on

er



PAGE 16 Tsistsistas & HinonoeiCheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune



PAGE 17Tsistsistas & Hinonoei Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune

The 2021 Campaign of Wilma Blackbear, 
Governor, and Roberta Hamilton, Lt. Governor 
encourages our Cheyenne and Arapaho tribal citi-
zens to become involved in our 2021 election. Your 
voice counts! WE WOULD LIKE TO BE YOUR 
VOICE!

Our goal is to become the voice of the people. 
For the people, By the people … OUR PEOPLE! 
We are here to listen to your concerns about vari-
ous issues in our tribe.

With our traditional culture, strong values, and 
support of tribal citizens, we can move our tribes 
forward during this time of COVID uncertainty. 
Join us in investing in our future generations, our 

elders, our veterans, and all our tribal citizens.
We will honor our ancestors, protect our culture 

and language, and prosper together as Cheyenne 
People and Arapaho People. As we move forward, 
tribal citizens will be our advisors. We will be the 
voice of the people, out of service area, in-district, 
veterans, infants, parents, elders, college students, 
high school students, elementary students, trade-
school students, professionals, tradesmen ... all our 
citizens!

Wilma and Roberta are strong women who be-
lieve in our traditional beliefs and culture. We are 
the grassroots people. 

**Access all aspects of our tribal government-financials, budgets, programs, 
resources, assets, liabilities, casinos, personnel
**Ensure the four branches of gov. -  tribal council, executive, legislative, judicial, are 
abiding the constitution
**Ensure transparency-sharing of information to the tribal citizens, financials, 
programs, minors trust funds, casino revenues 
**Ensure out of district tribal citizens are includied in information sharing and 
receiving benefits 
**Ensure college students are receiving necessary assistance
**Ensure vets are receiving maximum assistance and their needs are being met
**Ensure our children are safe, receiving proper care and benefits through ICW and 
more youth outreach in ALL communities
**Ensure accountability from each program
**Ensure open communication with communities with needs and provide necessary 
services including out of district service area tribal citizens
**Ensure excellent customer service by tribal employees
**Promote Cheyenne and Arapaho culture and language starting with our children, 
adults and elders

We Are About:

Hello,
My name is Kenny Ray Williams, 

I’m  running for the Arapaho District 1 
Legislative Seat, I was born and raised in 
the Canton Community. My parents are the 
late Kenneth and Ida Nibbs Williams. My 
paternal grandparents were the late Arapaho 
Chief Bill and Amanda Hoof Williams. My 
maternal grandparents were the late Chey-
enne Chief Richard and Anna Tough Feath-
ers Nibbs.  

Growing up in the Canton Community, 
I remember alot of our People didn’t have 
much and had hard times. Yet, they still 
managed to help each other out with what 
they could. That’s how I was taught and 
raised to always help others.

My mother Ida was a hard worker and a 
very strong woman. She raised 13 of us. She 
would always tell me, “you have to work to 
get anywhere in this world.”

Most of my life, I’ve always worked no 
matter what kind of work it was. I went to 
college for a while but wasn’t able to finish. 
I worked for 9 ½ years for the State of Okla-
homa Department of Libraries before com-
ing to work for the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes. I currently work as a driver for the 
Transit Program.

I grew up around alcoholism and seen 
for myself what it was all about. I lost many 
close family, relatives and friends due to al-
coholism.They were all good People. I real-
ized that alcohol and drugs was not our way 
of life. I’ve been on the Red Road over 4 ½ 
years now.

Today, I just want to do some good with 
my life while I’m here and help our Chey-
enne and Arapaho People.  Also, to set a 
better example to our younger generation.

I believe in our traditional ways, which 
helps me live a better way, for that I’m very 
thankful. I believe in equal treatment for ev-
eryone, I know no one is above or below 
anyone. I never look down at anyone, unless 
it’s to help them up.

I am running for the Arapaho District 1 

Legislator to make a difference and to add 
some of the good that has already been 
done. A few of my goals include working 
on getting the Marina going again and re-
storing the Cantonment area, provide more 
activities for the youth, create an Elder Nu-
trition Center, improve Substance Abuse 
Outreach, Re-Entry To Society Program for 
members being released from prison, and to 
support our Veterans.

I would like the opportunity to represent 
and serve our Arapaho District 1 commu-
nity in a good respectful way and to make 
a positive change for the betterment of the 
Arapaho District 1 community.

My Condolences to all who have lost 
loved ones to this Covid-19 virus & other 
illnesses. You all are in my thoughts and 
prayers.

I can be contacted at 405-534-0649 or 
message me at 405-312-4684 if anyone has 
any questions for me. 

 Hohou, Thank you

VOTE KENNY WILLIAMS
ARAPAHO DISTRICT 1 LEGISLATOR

 VOTE!! Kenny Ray Williams for Arapaho District 1

Hello Cheyenne District 
3 people and tribal mem-
bers.  I am the incumbent 
of the C3 Election Com-
mission and asking for your 
VOTE. I decided to run for 
the C3 Election Commis-
sion in 2018 and was then 
nominated as the Treasur-
er for the last four years. I 
enjoy my tribal people and 
Native veterans, I’ve been 
blessed to work with and 
among them to help our 
Tribes pursue their needs 
to get registered or updated 
to participate in our Tribal 
Elections for your voice and 
opinion on important tribal 
matters. Our initiatives and 
guidance as family will ben-

efit our future generations. 
 I am Ramona Old 

Bear Welch and I reside 
in Weatherford Okla. I 
was born and raised in 
Clinton my maternal side 
are from Bessie. My great 
grandfather was Chief 
Howlingwater Blackwolf 
my grandfather was Chief 
Joshua Blackwolf and my 
grandmother was Mary 
Talking Traveler Tobac-
co. My belated parents 
are Angie Ruth Black-
wolf Old Bear and Stan-
ley Theok Old Bear who 
blessed me with six sisters 
and two brothers. My pa-
ternal side was Martha 

Stander Old Bear married to 
a Lumpmouth brother Old 
Bear of the Geary area. I am 
a full blood Cheyenne and 
Arapaho tribal citizen. Our 
family participates in the 
ceremonies and powwow 
events. We are active in the 
NAC church and Kiononia 
Mennonite church, Seiling 
Sundance the Arapaho Sun-
dance and Lakota Sundanc-
es.

I graduated from Haskell 
went to East Central Univer-
sity in Ada sophomore year 
then enlisted in the United 
States Marine Corp where 
I continued my education 
in various courses to obtain 

a Bachelor of Science de-
gree. I then went to Portland 
University to finish courses. 
I also attended SWOSU to 
start a Disciplinary Stud-
ies degree and completed 
my American Indian Stud-
ies degree while the Tribes 
had the curriculum with the 
Southwestern State Univer-
sity

I have worked for the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes for many years start-
ing out as the Budget Ana-
lyst for the 638 programs 
and the Health Director 
of the health programs. I 
was the Director of the Tax 
commission in 2000 later I 
worked for the HOPE pro-
gram locating a Clinton of-
fice for this area. I worked 
for IHS as Radiology Tran-
scriptionist and Contract 
Health Services (PRC). I 
then got a Certified Medical 
Assistance license to work 
near home at Brookdale 
Independent Living Center 
passing medicines to Elders 
at night. I am a member of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
American Legion Post 401 
and participate in the Color 
guard and other events re-
quested of the organization.

I will appreciate your 
vote!

        Ha hou

Cheyenne District 3 Election Commissioner 
Incumbent Candidate: Ramona Welch 
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Dear Tribal Members,

As many of you have seen, the cur-
rent administration chose to issue an 
“Election Update” to insult my intelli-
gence and integrity. Our governor pa-
tronized me as a Veteran and called 
into question my passion for our 
Tribe. In his personal attacks against 
me, Reggie decided to challenge the 
factual information I am putting out.

As many of you have also seen, I 
have posted spreadsheets, presenta-
tions and other information that show 
that things are not on the up and up 
with his administration, and I contin-
ue to receive information daily from 
inside his administration from those 
who are concerned about where he is 
leading us.

One of the first things he brags 
about in his “Election Update” was 
the budget for the Election Commis-
sion. The EC’s budget is 1% the net 
gaming revenue. This is a direct re-
flection of our gaming staff and the 
performance of the casinos, not any-
thing Reggie did in particular. 

But I get it, and like he said, it is an 
election year and he wants to claim 
every positive thing within the Tribe 
as his own. But speaking of casino 
performance, let’s talk about what 
has happened at our casinos under 
Reggie and Gib’s watch.

Our Tribe has lost tens of millions in 
revenue due to his inadequate IT se-
curity. Reggie’s own financials from 
March 2021 shows that only 26% of 
the CARES Act funding dedicated to 
IT was actually spent on IT. This re-

sulted in our casino being hacked a 
short time later, causing our casinos 
to shut their doors or limit operations 
for weeks. How much money will this 
end up costing our people in the fu-
ture? As governor, I will not let our 
families be left behind those of other 
tribes.

Reggie also accused me of having 
no interest in finding common ground 
with legislators. However, I must have 
done something right to have been 
able to work closely with them in es-
tablishing the Minor’s Trust.

Speaking of the Minor’s Trust, why 
did Reggie choose to stop funding it? 
His adverse decision affected all of 
the Tribe’s children. Reggie showed 
firsthand that his administration has 
neglected our Tribal families with 
children. As governor, I will not let 
any of our children be left beind.

In Reggie’s update, he also talks 
about missing documentation for 
money spent. But what about his mis-
use of our Tax Commission funds? 
To be exact, $26,449,082. Where is 
this funding and what happened 
to the areas it was supposed to be 
funding? What about the trip to New 
Mexico where Reggie spoke to C&A 
Tribal members as if he was on the 
campaign trail, however that trip was 
paid for by Tribal funds for official 
business. Who is funding his near-
ly dozen road trips and feeds for his 
campaign?

And speaking of misusing our 
funds, why would Reggie spend 
more CARES Act funding on admin-
istration vehicles than on our Tribal 

Elders? The fact that Reggie and Gib 
spent more of our CARES Act funds 
on vehicles than on our Elders shows 
his disrespect of our community. As 
governor, I will never let any of our El-
ders be left behind.

These things are exactly why we 
came up with the Sankey & Elizondo 
Contract With The Tribe. These 10 pri-
orities are what we intend to accom-
plish for our people in order to en 
sure there is No Family Left Behind.

Respectfully,
Cornell Sankey
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Ten Priorities We Intend To Accomplish For Our People
1. Provide resources to our tribal families in need.
2. Reduce the Governor’s pay by 40%.
3. Create financial transparency and accountability with quarterly reports, so our tribal 
members know where the money is going, where it came from and why it was spent.
4. Maximize IT Security to keep our Tribal administration and casino operations 
securely running.
5. Properly use Cheyenne and Arapaho Tax Commission funds to improve our water 
and electric infrastructures.
6. Increase stability and partnership opportunities by leveraging Tribal power to 
increase the amount of revenue accruing to the Tribe.
7. Protect our children by continuing to fund the Minor’s Trust, providing educational 
opportunities, and supporting the Indian Child Welfare Act.
8. Care for our Tribal Elders through senior programs and enhanced access to 
healthcare. Currently, more funds from the CARES Act were spent on vehicles than on 
programs for Elders.
9. Create a Tribal police force, so we are able to aid in investigations and protect our 
rights as Cheyenne and Arapaho people.
10. Protect our Tribal Veterans the same way they protected our country.

“Too many families in our community are needing help that is never received. We are asking for 
YOUR VOTE on Oct. 5th to help us build a better future for our people with No Family Left Behind.”

VOTE SANKEY-ELIZONDO For a Safe, Healthy, Vibrant 
and Positive Tribal Community

Sankey & Elizondo
Contract With The Tribe
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OBITUARIESOBITUARIES
Ezra Anson Bird

Robert John Gawhega

Jo Ella (Joanne) Margaret Whitetail

On the evening of Sept. 
2, 2021, our son, brother, 
uncle, nephew Ezra An-
son Bird (Hemehne, Water 
Serpent), age 34, of Lame 
Deer, Mont. passed from the 
world to make his journey 
to Ma’heo’o due to health 
problems at the St. Vincent 
Hospital in Billings, Mont. 
with his sister Kaneisha by 
his side.

Ezra was born to Richard 
Bird and the late Palmeda 
Fisher on July 18, 1987, in 
Watford City, N.D.

Ezra graduated from 
Lame Deer High School in 
2006. While in school he 
enjoyed working with Lon-
nie Littlbird, Ezra assisted 
in the kitchen and cleaned 
the gym. He also cut the 
grass around the school 
grounds. He participated in 
basketball and during his 
school days he would walk 
the halls and give the teach-
ers hell, he especially loved 
to give Thelma Beverheart a 
bad time.

Ezra loved to play and 
sing at hand games (stick 
games) winning many tour-
naments throughout the U.S.

A few that were won, 
Battle of Nations tournament 
in Tulalip, Wash., Chippewa 
Cree Celebration in Rocky 
Boy, Mont., Shoshone Ban-
nock Festival in Fort Hall, 
Idaho, and the Annual Crow 
Hand game tournament in 
Crow Agency, Mont.

Ezra also loved the sport 
of Rodeo, bull riding being 
his favorite event. He also 
participated in the annu-
al Little Bighorn Ride and 
Charge at the Little Bighorn 
Battlefield.

Ezra is survived by his 

father Richard Bird and his 
one and only sister Kaneisha 
Bird and her kids that Ezra 
loved and helped her raise, 
Semaj Bird, Kemba, and 
Jeremy (Juno) Jr. Hiwalker, 
Neisha Bird, and Odie (OK 
Corral) Moore. He is also 
survived by his brothers Ja-
maul Bird, his daughter Da-
kira Moore, Cayoz (Monica) 
Fisher, and their daughters 
Kahlani, Kassidy, and their 
son Stephen. Stepbrothers, 
Todd and Kyler Johns. His 
grandparents are Llevando 
“Cowboy” and Phyllis Fish-
er, Maryann BearComesout 
Russell, Charie (Donna) 
BearComesOut, Michael 
(Vicky) BearComesOut, and 
Peter BearComesOut..

Late Fletcher and Elaine 
Bird, James Miles, Walter 
Mile, Cheryl Carter, Mary-
ann Miles. Adopted Grand-
parents: the late Thomas 
and Beverly Pretty On Top. 
Aunts/Uncles: Mitzi (Ken-
ny) Pretty On Top, Tyree 
Fisher, Michelene BearCo-
mesOut, Sandra Bruised 
Head, Elizabeth Fisher, Da-
netta Fisher, Shyla Spotted 
Elk, Memri Spotted Elk, and 
Tyson Two Two. Ruth Cos-
tilla, Rosemary (Tiny) Ar-
mendariz, Rosely (Chubby) 
Rodriquez, Wilber Bullcom-
ing, Ronald Sonny Redshin, 
Leland Howling Buffalo, 
Dwight Bullcoming. Cous-
ins (Brothers/Sisters): Wy-
att, Ned (Mary and Kaycee 
Plainfeather), Kenzi and 
Kaye Pretty on Top, Kyree 
and Kylee Fisher, Alisha, 
Fletcher Bird, Joanna, Jes-
sica, Janea, Jeneva, James 
and Juan Costillia Jr., Ser-
gio Bird, Eric Bird, Orlando 
Talamantes, Caren Michell, 

Lisa Standingwater, Stacie 
Marin, Sam Standingwater, 
Kristin Hernandez, Mario 
Rodarte, Raven Bird, Carol 
Michell, Christopher Bird, 
John Standingwater, Erica 
Dominguez, Mary Spotted 
Elk, Camron Spotted Elk, 
and Joshua Mason.  He has 
numerous cousins, nephews, 
and nieces. Adopted parents, 
Dominic and Norma Yel-
lowmule Adopted Mothers: 
Maria Brien and Angie Lu-
cero and Christine Biglake. 
Adopted brothers and sis-
ters, Jeremy Hiwalker, Jaren 
TwoCrow, Farrah (Robert) 
Springfield, Emma (Thom-
as) Lion Shows, Thomas 
Yellowmule, Marcus Broken 
Nose, Alfreda Wall. His spe-
cial friends, Jessica Slinky 
and Ame Whiteman

Ezra is preceded in death 
by his mother Palmeda Rose 
Fisher, Uncle Llevando Fish-
er Jr. Aunt Betty Jo Bird, 
grandparents Fletcher Bird, 
Rudy Miles, Thomas Pretty 
On Top, and Floyd and Lou-
ise Fisher.

The family would like to 
thank the staff and doctors 
at the St. Vincent Hospital, 
Lame Deer IHS, and Public 
Health staff.  We apologize 
if we have missed anyone as 
we have a large family.

Mary Jennifer Botone
Mary Jennifer Botone 

was born on May 4, 1982 in 
Kingfisher, Okla. to Jessie 
Morton Botone and the late 
Robert Keith Botone.

Mary Jennifer was in St. 
Anthony’s Hospital for two 
weeks and departed this 
Heavenly Earth on Sept. 6, 
2021 at 12:20 pm.

Mary Jennifer was named 
after her great-great grand-
mother Mary Mable Medi-
cine Bird Tall Bull Horn of 
Kingfisher, Okla..

Mary Jennifer, attended 
school at Darlington School 
and graduated from the 8th 
grade. She received the Hon-
or Society Award in 1996, 
and also was the Darlington 
Homecoming Queen. She at-
tended Upward Bound at the 
University of Colorado in 
Boulder, Colo. when she was 
in the 9th Grade. Mary Jen-
nifer, received her Certificate 
of Mastery, in Early Child-
hood Development from 
Redlands Community Col-
lege. Mary Jennifer, worked 
at the Concho Child Devel-
opment Center, as the lead 
teacher and later became the 
center manager. Later Mary 
transferred to the Canton 
Head Start where she was a 
lead teacher for the center.

Mary Jennifer graduated 
from Calumet High School in 
May 2000. Soon after she be-
gan her family. She has sev-
en children; Keenan, Kionna, 
Kristopher, Kiyah, Lastarza, 
Livia and William. She also 
has four grandsons, Kian, 
Keagan, Kamdyn, Kalen, 
and one grandson Kaedryn 
whom is now our Angel. She 
also has her favorite neph-
ew whom she loved like her 
own, Jesse Valentine Botone. 
They loved each other like 
mother/son. Mary Jennifer 
had a lot of cousins, nieces 
and nephews and numerous 
friends that treated her like 

family.
Mary Jennifer was a lov-

ing, compassionate person. 
No matter where she was 
or what she did, she would 
always do everything with 
a smile. Anytime anyone 
would need her help, she 
would always say, “I’m 
there! I GOT YOU!”

Mary Jennifer wanted to 
seek treatment and provide 
a better life for her and her 
children, so in June 2021, she 
headed to California to start 
her journey of sobriety. Mary 
Jennifer was all excited to 
attend the treatment facility. 
Once she completed one fa-
cility, she had the option to 
join other facilities. Three 
in total. She completed 90 
days of full treatment. She 
would post her journey on 
her Facebook page. Many 
family and friends followed 
her posts and encouraged her 
to keep going. Mary Jenni-
fer returned from California 
sober and excited to see her 
children and grandchildren 
on Aug. 12, 2021.

Mary Jennifer was pre-
ceded in death by her fa-
ther, her twin, Robert Keith 
Botone, aka Bobby Bo, her 
grandson, Kaedryn Botone, 
her maternal grandparents, 
Geraldine Tallbull-Morton 
and Samuel Morton Jr., pa-
ternal grandparents, Ruby 
Sheridan-Botone and Frank-
lin Botone.

Mary Jennifer is survived 
by her mother Jessie Mor-
ton Botone of the home. Her 
big brother Hocheni Keith 
Casey Botone from Yukon, 
Okla.. Her twin boy, Keenan 
Fourhorns of El Reno, 
Okla., twin daughter Kion-
na Fourhorns Shields and 
her husband Ty Shields of 
Shawnee, Okla., Kristopher 
Botone and companion Faith 
Herrera of Oklahoma City, , 
Kiyah and Livia Fourhorns 

of the home and LaStarza 
and William Fourhorns of 
Canton, Okla. Mary Jennifer 
has one aunt, Karen White-
Fox and Marcus Botone of 
Anadarko, Okla. whom is on 
her Botone side of the fam-
ily.

The children of Mary Jen-
nifer Botone would like to 
express their sincerest thank 
you to their other grand-
mothers, Beverly Brown, 
Christina Morton, Corrine 
Morton and Donna Spring-
field, Dara Franklin, Ellen 
Whiteshirt, Theodosia Bond, 
Esther Wilson, Carol and 
Mary Kaulaity, Gerry Red-
bird, Melissa Hamilton and 
their grandpas Gene Morton, 
Linwood Morton and James 
Whitlow, their aunties, Leah 
Davis, Jamie Reveles, Jer-
ilyn Longknife, Stephanie 
RomanNose, Carrie Whit-
low, Larissa Walker, Jenny 
and Casey Hatton. We thank 
you for your encouraging 
words, your love and support 
you have shown for us and 
our beloved mother Mary 
Jennifer Botone.

We will greatly Miss 
Mary Jennifer.

An all night traditional 
wake service was held Sept. 
9 at the Sanders Funeral 
Chapel in Kingfisher, Okla. 
Funeral service was held 
Sept. 10 at the same venue, 
followed by an interment at 
the Concho Indian Cemetery 
in Concho, Okla.Jo Ella Margaret White-

tail ‘Pebbles’ aka Joanne 
Margaret Cantwell was born 
Oct. 7, 1963 to Fred Ler-
ayne Whitetail and Margaret 
Whitecrow in Clinton, Okla. 
and passed away Aug. 26, 
2021 in the Alliance Clinton 
Health Emergency Room.  
Pebbles was adopted by 
Eric and Ruby Cantwell 
and was raised in Florida 
and New York as well as 
Clinton, Okla. She attend-
ed high school in Pensaco-
la, Fla. before returning to 
Clinton where she graduated 
from high school in 1983.   
She has worked at Lucky 
Star Casino in the Main-
tenance Department.  
She was a member of the 
Life Abundant Church (for-
merly Clinton Indian Pente-

costal Church); she enjoyed 
visiting the elderly at the 
nursing homes and spending 
time with her grandchildren.  
She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
and sister Sue Morris.  
She is survived by four 
daughters, Nova Washa 
of Clinton, KC Warledo, 
Alexis Warledo, and Ash-
ley Warledo, all of Weath-
erford, Okla., three sisters, 
Anosta Horn, Jusdine Cantu 
and Maynoma Curtis, three 
brothers, Marcus Horn, Ho-
mer Whitetail and Charles 
“Big Chuck’ Whitetail. She 
is also survived by seven 
grandchildren Eternity 
Washa, Genesis Washa, 
Ryder Bearshield, Raelynn 
Bearshield, Valkyria Bear 
Runner and LaRayne Warle-

do, and numerous nieces and 
nephews and other family.

A wake service was held 
Aug. 30 at the Kiesau Lee 
Funeral Home in Clinton, 
Okla. Funeral service was 
held Aug. 31, at the same 
venue, officiated by Pastor 
Gerald Panana, followed by 
an interment at the Clinton 
Indian Cemetery in Clinton, 
Okla.

Anthony Robert Fletcher
Anthony Robert Fletch-

er was born July 24, 1963 
to Robert Fletcher and Nora 
Romannose in Clinton, 
Okla. and passed away Aug. 
30, 2021 very unexpected-
ly near his Clinton home.   
Anthony “Antone,” as he 
is known by family and 
friends, was raised in Ham-
mon, Okla. and graduated 
from Hammon High School 
in 1982. He joined the Job 
Corp in Tahlequah, Okla. 
where he met and married 
Debra Roy in Clinton in De-
cember 1988. They returned 
to Clinton where he worked 
for Bar S Foods for over 16 
years. He also worked se-
curity for the Lucky Star 
Casino until failing health.  
He was a member of the 
Indian Methodist Church 
and he enjoyed fishing, 

hunting and playing pool.  
He is preceded in death 
by his parents, two sisters, 
Nettie Ruth Armstrong and 
Terry Tasso and brothers, 
Homer Armstrong, Harry 
Joe Whitehorse, Stewart 
Candy, Vernon Roman-
nose and Clyde Littlecalf.  
He is survived by three 
daughters, Sheila Fletcher, 
Shalieia Fletcher and Teralyn 
Fletcher, and the mother of 
his daughters, Debra Fletch-
er, all of Ponca City, Okla., 
sisters, Ramona Fletcher, 
Oklahoma Cit, Nina Owens 
of Yukon, Veronica Candy 
of Hammon, and Laura Can-
dy Byrd, also of Hammon, 
brothers, Jerry Wayne Ro-
mannose of Clinton and Clif-
ford Romannose of Yukon, 
Okla. He is also survived by 
numerous nieces and neph-

ews.
A wake service was held 

Sept. 2 at the Kiesau Lee 
Funeral Chapel in Clinton, 
Okla., officiated by Rev. 
Dolan Ivey.

Graveside service was 
held Sept. 3 at the Clinton 
Indian Cemetery, officiated 
by Jerry Wayne Romannose, 
in Clinton, Okla.

Robert John Gawhega 
was born Jan. 14, 1952 in 
Lawton, Okla. He passed 
away Aug. 8, 2021 at Alli-
ance Health Center Ponca 
City, Okla.

He was a former resident 
of El Reno and a member of 
the Methodist church. Rob-
ert enjoyed fishing, watching 
television, going to casinos 
and his pets.

He is survived by his wife 
Sidonna Jeans, of the home 
in Ponca City, children, Son-
ja Rife and Robin Benavides, 
both of Columbus, Ohio, Mi-

chael Gawhega of Los Ange-
les, Calif., and Shauna Bar-
nett of Ponca City, siblings, 
Darlene Stevens of Green 
Bay, WI, Sandra Snelling, 
Arlin Lightfoot and wife, 
Colleen, of Red Rock, Okla., 
seven  grandchildren, and 
numerous nieces and neph-
ews.

His father Harry Childes 
Gawhega Sr., mother Bertie 
(Sleeper) Gawhega, brother 
Harry C. Gawhega Jr., sister 
Helena Holbert and his par-
ents, who raised him, Arthur 
and Cecilia Lightfoot, pre-

ceded him in death.
A graveside service was 

held Sept. 11 at the Concho 
Indian Cemetery in Concho, 
Okla.

Butch Thomas Herdon
Butch Thomas Herndon 

was born Oct. 2, 1983 to Le-
nuel D. Herndon and Stel-
la Howling Buffalo in Elk 
City, Okla., and passed away 
Aug. 31, 2021 in the Clinton 
Alliance Health Emergen-
cy Room in Clinton, Okla.  
Butch was raised in Foss, 
Okla. and Sayre, Okla. 
where he attended his 
schooling. He married Anna 
Marie in 2001. He worked 
in the oil fields and has 
done construction work.  
He attended the Assem-
bly of God Church. He 

enjoyed fishing and was a 
great shade tree mechanic.  
He was preceded in death 
by his parents, two broth-
ers, Paul Herndon and 
Jerry Herndon and sis-
ter Melanie Herndon.   
He is survived by two broth-
ers, Leland Roy Howling 
Buffalo of Clinton and 
Sammy Herndon of Louisi-
ana. He is also survived by 
numerous aunts, uncles and 
cousins.

Graveside service was 
held Sept. 7 at the Hammon 
Indian Mennonite Ceme-

tery, officiated by Rev. Del-
fred Whitecrow, in Ham-
mon, Okla.

Charles Harrington Jr.

Charles Harrington Jr. was born Sept. 30, 1957. He passed 
away Aug. 21, 2021.

The family held a private family service under the direc-
tion of the Serenity Funeral Home in Tulsa, Okla.
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Victoria Ann Osborne

Mary Helen (Arellano) Morales
OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

Mary Helen (Arellano) 
Morales was born Feb. 6, 
1960 in Newton, Kansas to 
Enes and Carla Jean (Fire) 
Arellano. She departed this 
life on Sept. 2, 2021 in Wa-
tonga, Okla.

Mary was raised and at-
tended school at Newton, 
Kansas. She moved to Wa-
tonga, Oklahoma and met 
Jesus Morales, Sr. whom she 
married. Together they made 
their home at Watonga and 
enjoyed fishing and family 
outings.

Mary was preceded in 
death by her parents and one 
sister Rita Arellano.

Survivors include her 
children, Anthony Breckan-
drige, Jesus Morales Jr. and 
Julia Morales, sister Juanita 
Arellano, brother Anthony 
Arellano, and sisters Patricia 
Arellano and Karen Roy-
bal-Rodriguez, grandchil-
dren Audriana Morales, Trin-
ity Morales, Malaki Morales, 
Conrado Morales, Alicia 
Morales, Maricella Morales, 
Angel Morales and Juliana 
Morales and ex-husband Je-
sus Morales Sr.

Traditional wake service 
was held Sept. 7 at the Indian 
Baptist Church in Watonga, 
Okla. Funeral service was 

held Sept. 8, at the same ven-
ue, with Rev. Gerald Panana 
officiating. Interment fol-
lowed at the Canton Indian 
Mennonite Cemetery in Can-
ton, Okla.

Victoria Ann Osborne was born March 25, 1957. She 
passed away Aug. 10, 2021. A celebration of life was held 
Sept. 11 at the First Free Will Baptist Church in El Reno, 
Okla.

Thirza Margaret Pollock
Thirza Margaret Pollock 

died Sept. 3, 2021, at St. 
Anthony Hospital in Okla-
homa City. Thirza was born 
Dec. 10, 1961, in Okarche, 
Okla.  She was raised in El 
Reno and lived in Lawton, 
Oklahoma City, Geary, and 
Yukon, Okla. before return-
ing to El Reno in 1992.  She 
was a caregiver and enjoyed 
visiting the casinos.

She is survived by her 
daughter Michaela Orange 
of El Reno, brothers, Alvin 

Pollock of Tulsa and Dave 
Pollock of Los Angeles, 
Calif., and grandson Trevor 
Harrison. 

Her father Dave Eugene 
Pollock, mother Margaret 
Mountain Pollock, broth-
er Eugene Charles Pollock 
and sister Marcelene (Mar-
cy) Pollock, preceded her in 
death.

Wake service was held 
Sept. 8 at the Huber Benson 
Funeral Chapel in El Reno, 
Okla. A graveside service 

was held Sept. 9 at the Con-
cho Indian Cemetery in Con-
cho, Okla., officiated by Rev. 
Mickey Black.

Marcelo Medicinebird Reta III
Marcelo Medicinebird Reta III was born Feb. 25, 1983. 

He passed away Aug. 19, 2021. A funeral service was held 
Sept. 1 at the Horan & McConaty Funeral Chapel in Aurora, 
Colo., followed by an interment at the Saint Simeon Catholic 
Cemetery under the direction of Horan & McConaty Funeral 
Service.

Alta Fern Reyes
Alta Fern Reyes was born 

Jan. 7, 1936 in El Reno, 
Okla. to Alton and Miner-
va (Throwing Water) Black 
Owl and passed away Sept.  
2, 2021 at the Clinton Liv-
ing Center, at the age of 85 
years, 7 months and 25 days. 

Alta was raised in El Reno 
and graduated from Concho 
High School.  She worked 
for Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes. Alta married Alfred 
Reyes and made their home 
in Wichita, Kanas for 12 
years.  They later moved to 
Thomas, Okla.  Alta enjoyed 
going to powwows, Indian 
dancing, traveling, RVing 

and spending time with fam-
ily and friends.

Alta is survived by her 
husband Alfred of their 
home in Thomas, six sons, 
Marty Reyes of Oklahoma 
City, David Reyes of Thom-
as, Nick Reyes of Weath-
erford, Matthew Reyes of 
Thomas, Mark Reyes of 
Ft. Hall, Idaho and Danny 
Reyes of Clinton, one daugh-
ter Valerie Reyes of Watonga 
and many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents.

A wake service was held 
Sept. 6 at the Weatherford 

Indian Baptist Church in 
Weatherford, Okla. Funeral 
service was held Sept. 7 at 
the Lockstone-Weatherford 
Funeral Chapel, followed by 
an interment at the Mound 
Valley Cemetery in Thomas, 
Okla.

Ardena Blackowl Rodriquez

Ardena Blackowl Rodri-
guez passed away peacefully 
on Sept. 4, 2021 at the age of 
89. 

Ardena was born to Ar-
chie Blackowl and Mary 
Shepard on Aug. 19, 1932 in 
Concho, Okla.

Growing up in Oklahoma 
she was a proud citizen of the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho tribe. 

She served in the Unit-
ed States Air Force, which 

is where she met and mar-
ried her husband Robert in 
Greenville, S.C. They were 
married on Aug. 10, 1954. 
Together they traveled and 
served the military all over 
the world while raising their 
family and finally settling in 
San Antonio in 1971 where 
she would retire from Kelly 
Air Force Base as a civil ser-
vant.

She was a loving wife, a 
wonderful mother, grand-
mother and a great-grand-
mother.

Ardena is preceded in 
death by her husband Robert 
Tellez Rodriguez and son in 
law Jerry Krueger.

She is survived by her 
children Robert Rodriguez 
(Lorraine), Patricia Krueger 
and John Rodriguez (Val-
erie). Grandchildren, Lind-
say, Tara, Alex, Lesley, 
Colleen, Karla, Jonathan, 

Anastacia and Olivia. Great 
grandchildren, Michael, 
Nina, Elizabeth, Braden, 
Gabriel, Lou and Everett.  
A rosary was held Sept. 9 at 
the Dellcrest Funeral Home 
Chapel in San Antonio, Tex-
as. Funeral service was held 
Sept. 10 at the St. Benedict 
Catholic Church in San An-
tonio, Texas, followed by an 
interment at the Fort Sam 
Houston National Cemetery.

Frank Donald Seger
Frank Donald Seger was 

born June 9, 1926 in Colony, 
Okla. He passed away early 
morning, Aug. 27, 2021 in 
Yukon, Okla., at the age of 
95.

Frank was born to 
Blanche Redshin and Don-
ald Seger and grew up in 
the Thomas and Watonga 
area. He graduated high 
school from Haskell Insti-
tute in Lawrence, Kansas 
in 1944. He enlisted in the 
Army shortly thereafter and 
was stationed in Germany, 
Company D, 30th Infantry 
during WWII. He reminisced 
of his military experience 
often, for instance, telling of 
not knowing the war ended 
until a day later because they 
were too far up on mountain 
top to receive the news. He 
was discharged a few months 
after the end and later re-en-
listed, serving two years and 
was honorably discharged.

Frank worked on a train 
as a mail carrier in the Wich-
ita area for a several years 
before attending college at 
Bacone and later graduating 
from Central State. He mar-
ried Annie Romannose on 
Feb. 4, 1957 and they start-
ed their family. The family 
of nine moved to Arizona 
when Frank attended Arizo-
na State University pursuing 

his graduate education. He 
later completed his Masters 
of Social Work degree from 
University of Oklahoma in 
1973. Frank’s federal gov-
ernment career began with 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
as a Social Worker and cul-
minated with his retirement 
from Indian Health Services 
in 1996. Afterwards, Frank 
worked for the Cheyenne & 
Arapaho Tribes, ending with 
his appointment with the 
Tribal Health Board. 

Frank’s hobbies included 
basketball and softball as a 
young man. In his later years, 
Frank enjoyed golfing, bowl-
ing with his wife Annie in 
leagues and tournaments and 
managing men’s fast-pitch 
softball teams. One highlight 
of this includes coaching his 
team to the finals of the State 
Indian tournament. Bingo, 
traveling, yardwork and 
morning walks with Annie 
after they both retired filled 
the rest of his days.  

He was a licensed so-
cial worker and belonged to 
NASW. He also organized 
a non-profit group for the 
tribes, C & A Health and 
Wellness. He was a member 
of American Legion Post 
401. He was selected by 
Honor Flights Association 
for a visit to Washington, DC 

and received a quilt from the 
Quilts of Valor Foundation.  

He is preceded in death 
by his parents and siblings, 
brother Albert Wright and 
sister Freda (Romannose) 
Primeaux. Losses also in-
clude his daughter Francine 
Seger in 1975 and wife An-
nie in 2018. 

Frank is survived by his 
sons, Donny Ray Seger, 
John Seger, Robin Seger, 
Darryl Seger and daughters 
Jeanine Seger and Deborah 
Ellis. He is also survived by 
grandchildren Rebekah Ellis, 
Francine Lowe, Clifton Ellis 
Jr, Elijah Ellis and Kayelyn 
Chalepah, great-grandchil-
dren, Cordell Ellis, Jarell and 
Serenity Lowe and Penelope 
Ellis, sister Norma Jo Rig-
gles, nieces, Sherri Wright, 
Kim Riggles and Allison 
Black, nephews, Jon Riggles 
and Patrick Primeaux with 
many extended family.

Sarah Star Toledo
Sarah Star Toledo was 

born Dec. 12, 1972 in Tooele, 
Utah.  She passed away Sept. 
6 at her home in Holdenville, 
Okla.

She was raised in Salt 
Lake City and moved to 
Oklahoma in 2001. She was 
a homemaker and a member 
of the Tookparfka Baptist 
Church in Calvin, Okla. She 
enjoyed dancing at powwows 
and cooking, known to many 
as the “frybread queen.”  She 
was kind and generous, and 
Star had a contagious laugh.

She is survived by her fa-

ther Larry McNeil of Okla-
homa City, children, Mariah 
Fernandez, Erica Toledo, 
Madison Toledo, Jesus Tole-
do Jr., and Riley Toledo, all 
of Oklahoma City, brother 
Robert Franklin of Clinton, 
Okla., and grandchildren, Ian 
and Elana Halsell.

Her mother Jeanette Ed-
wina Sequaptwea McNeil, 
sister Dawn Franklin and 
grandparents, Henry and 
Wanda Stoneroad, preceded 
her in death.

A visitation was held 
Sept. 9 at the Benson Me-

morial Chapel in El Reno, 
Okla. Graveside service was 
held Sept. 10 at the Concho 
Indian Cemetery in Concho, 
Okla.

Beljean Pratt Williams
Beljean Pratt Williams 

was born June 12, 1950 to 
William Pratt Sr. and Iris 
(White) Pratt in Clinton, 
Okla. She passed away Aug. 
26, 2021 in the Integris Hos-
pice House in Oklahoma City. 
Beljean was raised in the Can-
ton area and attended Canton 
Schools. She became a home-
maker and a stay at home 
mom. She married Harold 
Williams Jr. on Jan, 6, 1998.  
She enjoyed playing BINGO, 
reading, gardening, she loved 
to watch Unsolved Mysteries 
on TV and she was known to 
be an organizer. She loved 
being with her grandchildren 
and her favorite color was 

purple. She will be remem-
bered by all, especially her 
smile.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents, husband, two 
brothers, Tirador Pratt, Wil-
liam Pratt Jr., four sisters, Lela 
Marie Howell, Phyllis Irene 
Hayden, Marion Ellen Hol-
sapple and Iva Carlene Pratt.  
She is survived by daughter 
Robyn Smith and husband 
Kevin of White Hall, Mont., 
three sons, Kenneth Cross 
and wife Tina of Clinton, 
Kevin Cross and wife Melin-
da of  Pryo, Okla., and Gerald 
Martin of Clinton, sister Ter-
ry Waterman of Clinton, and 
12 grandchildren, Kaley, Ky-

ler, Kolby, Kadin, Kaya, Ko-
lin, Anthony, Brittney, Jada, 
Melissa, Adora, and Heidi 
and four great grandchildren.

Visitation service was 
held Aug. 28 at the Kiesau 
Lee Funeral Chapel in Clin-
ton, Okla.

Woxie Annette Williams
Woxie Annette Williams, 

44, of Muskogee, Okla. 
passed away Aug. 19, 2021 
in Muskogee. Woxie was 
born in Clinton, Okla. on 
July 31, 1977, the daugh-
ter of Charles Williams and 
Barbara Williams (Hilbern).   
Woxie is survived by her fa-
ther Charles Williams, one 
son Juvie Otterlifter, three 
daughters, Jordan Otterlifter, 
Mia Hoffer and Aimee Hof-
fer, five brothers, Daniel Wil-
liams and wife Diane, Chris 
Williams and wife Rachel, 
Phillip Williams and wife 
April, Matthew Williams 

and Chad Williams, one sis-
ter Anna Williams, six niec-
es, Delilah Jane Williams, 
Khloe Ann Williams, Julie 
Williams, Samatha Williams, 
Alexis Williams and Jasmine 
Williams, two nephews, Mi-
chael Williams and Lance 
Williams. Woxie was preced-
ed in death by her mom Bar-
bara Williams, sister Pauline 
Williams and brother Trevor 
Williams.

Visitation was held Aug. 
29 at the Lescher Millsap 
Funeral Home in Muskogee, 
Okla. Funeral service was 
held Aug. 30, at the same 

venue with Jerry Alexan-
der officiating, followed by 
an interment at the Green-
hill Cemetery in Muskogee, 
Okla.
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