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(CLINTON, OK) The Clinton 
Service Unit (CSU) has moved into 
the second phase of the vaccination 
program for COVID-19.

At the present time, CSU has ex-
tended vaccination priority to those 
55 years of age and older, frontline 
essential workers*, other essential 
workers**, and caregivers living in 
the household of American Indian/
Alaska Native Elders.

*Frontline Essential Workers
First Responders (Firefighters, 

Police)
Education (teachers, support 

staff, daycare)
Food & Agriculture
Manufacturing
Corrections workers
U.S. Postal Service workers
Public transit workers
Grocery store workers

**Other Essential Workers
Transportation and logistics
Food Service
Shelter & Housing (construction)
Finance
IT & Communication
Energy
Media
Legal
Public Safety (engineers)
Water & Wastewater
The service unit, in partnership 

with Indian Health Service (I.H.S.) 
is working to ensure the vaccine 
reaches Indian country as quickly 
and equitably as possible. As of Jan. 
20, 2021, CSU had vaccinated over 
1,770 individuals. 

CSU is following the vaccina-
tion protocol, established by the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s (CDC) Advisory Com-

mittee on Immunization Practices 
(ACIP). The service unit has com-
pleted Phase 1(a) of the vaccination 
program and provided the second 
round of vaccine to employees 
of Clinton, El Reno, and Waton-
ga Indian Health Centers, staff of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ 
Emergency Medical Service, and 
residents and staff of the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes’ Independent 
Living Center. 

In an effort to continue vaccine 
distribution and provide protection 
to the community as quickly as pos-
sible, CSU held a mass COVID-19 
immunization clinic over the Martin 
Luther King Jr. holiday weekend. 
The team set up a drive-thru im-
munization clinic at Clinton Indian 
Health Center and a community 
immunization clinic at the Chey-

Clinton Service Unit Enters 
Second Phase of COVID-19 
Vaccination Program

Lucky Star Casino - Watonga 
Opens Its Doors to the Public

The newly constructed Lucky Star Casino Hotel & 
Convention Center in Watonga, Okla. officially opened its 
casino doors to the public on Friday, Jan. 29, 2021. While 
patrons will be able to enjoy their favorite game inside 
the casino, finishing construction will be taking place for 
the hotel, restaurant and convention center outside of the 
casino.

On Thursday, Jan. 28, Cheyenne and Arapaho tribal 
citizens were given a sneak preview event with $25 free 
play.

Groundbreaking for the new hotel and convention 
center was held on May 3, 2019 with construction com-
mencing shortly after. In spite of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic challenge, construction crews were able to complete 
the casino portion of the project enabling the doors to be 
opened to the public on Jan. 28, 2021.

The new facility is a 100,000 square foot venue, al-
lowing room for 400 slot machines, 80-room hotel, a 

hospitality suite, full service restaurant, gift shop and a 
300-person capacity conference center located in the heart 
of Cheyenne and Arapaho country in Watonga, Okla.

The Watonga Lucky Star Casino was first opened un-
der the name Feather Warrior in the mid-1980s being 
housed within Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ community 
center. It was later expanded into trailers and evolved into 
an expansion on a scale the Watonga community has nev-
er seen before.

The casino/hotel will employ over 120+ employees 
and will operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Due to COVID-19 precautions, patrons will be asked 
to wear facial masks, practice social distancing, and be 
screened for temperatures upon entering.

At the initial groundbreaking, Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Lt. Gov. Gib Miles stated, “This isn’t the only dream we 
have, this isn’t the end, it’s the beginning. This isn’t about 
us … it’s about we.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal Citizens 
Invitation to Sneak Preview 

Rosemary Stephens , Editor-in-Chief

Photos / Rosemary Stephens
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When Sgt. Denny Medi-
cineBird, Kiowa/Cheyenne 
and Arapaho,  performed 
the Southern Straight dance 
during Demi Lovato’s sing-
ing performance, in celebra-
tion of President Joe Biden, 
Indian Country also cele-
brated. It is not often Native 
American culture is high-
lighted nationwide on live 
TV.

MedicineBird, who lives 
in Jones, Okla., performed 
on the Skydance Bridge in 
downtown Oklahoma City 
in the background as Lovato 
sang Bill Wither’s ‘Lovely 
Day.’

“They call it the gentle-
men’s dance and I’ve danced 
it ever since I could walk 
… it’s one of those things 
where you dance to the beat 
of your own drum. So I was 
able to make it me with my 
spirit and how I feel. It was 
just an amazing experience,” 
Medicinebird said during an 
interview with Oklahoman’s 
reporter Brandy McDonnell.

MedicineBird was asked 
by former Rep. Kendra 
Horn’s office to highlight 
Oklahoma’s rich Native 
American heritage for the 
show.

Medicinebird told KOCO 
5, “That’s the first time I 
have never danced to pow-
wow or Indian music. We 
were sworn to secrecy not to 
tell anybody and I’ve been 
wanting to tell everybody.”

MedicineBird is a mem-
ber of the Oklahoma Nation-
al Guard, and an Operation 
Enduring Freedom veteran 
serving in his 15th year with 
the Oklahoma Army Nation-
al Guard’s Medical Detach-
ment. He said he is proud to 
be Native American as well 
as serving in the National 
Guard, and said he felt true 
patriotism.

“Sitting here with my 
family in Jones, Oklahoma, 
seeing myself with Demi Lo-
vato singing the song that I 
danced to … it was just re-
ally surreal,” MedicineBird 
said in an online interview.

MedicineBird’s perfor-
mance touched many with-

in Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Country, said Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Elder Bernice Bull.

“I was so proud to see that 
young man, MedicineBird 
dancing on TV during he 
inauguration celebration. I 
know our new president and 
vice-president will be mak-
ing all of our lives better, not 
just here in Oklahoma but 
everywhere. It just made me 
feel proud to watch hi per-
form the Straight Dance and 
brought tears to my eyes,” 
Bull said.

One thing is for sure, 
MedicineBird, his family, 
friends and Natives across 
the country won’t ever forget 
the historical inauguration of 
the 46th President of the Unit-
ed States.

“It was a huge honor to 
be able to showcase our her-
itage and to be apart of such 
an historical event,” Med-
icineBird said. “Hopefully 
this type of experience can 
unify people on our beliefs 
and our thoughts and just 
open the eyes that American 
Indians are still here and we 
have a very vibrant culture.”

Native American Heritage 
on Display During
Inauguration Celebration

Denny MedicineBird, a citizen of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes and Kiowa descent, 
performs on Oklahoma City’s Sky Bridge in the background during Demi Lovato’s sing-
inging performance in celebration of President Joe Biden’s inauguration. (Courtesy photo)

(WASHINGTON, D.C.) 
Hundreds of Oklahomans 
did not expect to witness 
history at President-elect Joe 
Biden’s inauguration, but 
the Jan. 6 insurrection at the 
Capitol shifted their plans. 

The Oklahoma National 
Guard planned to send three 
Guardsmen to Biden’s inau-
guration prior to Jan. 6, but 
security concerns raised that 
number to 394 Guard mem-
bers. In 2016, the Oklahoma 
National Guard sent about 
40 personnel to support the 
inauguration.

“We have never sent 
large numbers of soldiers or 
airmen to a federal inaugu-
ration” Oklahoma National 
Guard Brigadier General 
Thomas Mancino said. 

“Without those incidents 
[on Jan. 6] we would not be 
sending these numbers of 
young men and women to 
Washington,” said Mancino 
referring to the storming of 
the U.S. Capitol by a mob 
of President Donald Trump 
supporters that left five dead.

The Oklahoma National 
Guard will be providing sup-
port for the 59th Presidential 
Inauguration by way of traf-
fic and crowd control, cre-
ating security checkpoints, 
and holding an armed pres-
ence around the U.S. Cap-
itol. Before the Oklahoma 
National Guard’s arrival into 
Washington, their assign-
ments were unclear, requir-
ing flexibility of the Oklaho-
ma Guardsmen. 

While many Americans 
fear what could happen 
throughout the week of the 

inauguration, the Oklahoma 
National Guard said they are 
focused on completing their 
mission.

“I think people are a lit-
tle more nervous than they 
normally would be, but the 
nation has faced hairy inci-
dences before,” Lieutenant 
Tomas Meget, of Oklaho-
ma City, said describing the  
nervous tension surrounding 
the inauguration. “There’s 
been moments in US history 
where people were uncer-
tain about the future, uncer-
tain what might come next, 
but it’s one of those things 
where you do your duty and 
trust that the rest will fall 
into place.”

Specialist Rainey Jack-
son told her employer, Okla-
homa City Gynecology and 
Obstetrics, a week after the 
riots at the Capitol that she 
was traveling to Washing-
ton. Jackson said her job as 
a medical assistant has not 
interfered with her six years 
of service in the National 
Guard.

“OKC Gynecology and 
Obstetrics are always real-
ly understanding,” Jackson 
said. “I can say the day of, in 
five minutes I need to leave, 
and they’re always super un-
derstanding.”

That flexibility of com-
munication allows troops 

like Jackson to thrive in the 
Guard, she said. While the 
anticipation grows as the 
country nears Biden’s in-
auguration, the Oklahoma 
National Guards’ state pride 
grows too.

 “Part of the job as the 
Guard is to support your 
state in any kind of disaster, 
and to be able to do that on 
a national level, that’s what 
we’re here for,” said Captain 
Brendon Galvin.

In addition to the 394 
Oklahoma National Guards-
men and women in D.C., 
there are around 80 soldiers 
on duty at the state capitol in 
Oklahoma City.

Twelve guardsmen from 
other states were removed 
from the inauguration secu-
rity mission before the inau-
guration following vetting 
and background checks led 
by the FBI and Secret Ser-
vice. Two Guardsmen were 
removed for extremist links. 
Although prompted, the 
Oklahoma National Guard 
declined to answer any of 
Gaylord News’ questions 
on vetting or background 
checks. 

Gaylord News is a Wash-
ington-based reporting proj-
ect of the University of Okla-
homa Gaylord College of 
Journalism.

Cheyenne and Arapaho citizen Sampson Woods (l) and Trevor Jindra, son of tribal cit-
izen Amy Cain and an electrical apprentice with the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ Busi-
ness Development Corp., deploy as part of the 394 Oklahoma National Guard members sent 
to Washington D.C. for President-elect Joe Biden’s inauguration. (Courtesy photos)

Oklahoma National Guard 
Members Deploy to
Washington D.C. for the 46th 
Presidential Inauguration

By Joseph Tomlinson, Gaylord News

Pictured l-r: Sampson Woods and Trevor Jindra in Wash-
ington D.C. for President-elect Joe Biden’s inauguration.

President Joe Biden’s 
inauguration was a day 
where Indigenous children 
cheered in front of their 
television screens and Rep. 
Deb Haaland wore a rib-
bon skirt with red wrapped 
moccasins to a historic 
swearing-in ceremony.

That was the scene 
Wednesday as Biden and 
Vice President Kamala 

Harris, the first Black per-
son, South Asian and wom-
an to hold the office, were 
sworn in.

Some Indigenous law-
makers attended the inau-
guration in person, while 
supporters across the na-
tion viewed the events on 
screens. Native voters have 
been credited with helping 
the duo secure their win, 

A historic Inauguration Day 
calls for much celebration 
in Indian Country

By Aliya Chavez & Kolby KickingWoman, ICT
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MESSAGE FROM YOUR 
DISTRICT LEGISLATOR

Arapaho District 2 Legislator /
Speaker of the 8th Legislature
Kendricks Sleeper

Hello family, friends, and 
relatives,

I hope this correspon-
dence finds you in good 
health. I want to touch base 
with everyone once again as 
the first month of the New 
Year comes to a close and 
we proceed to move for-
ward. The 8th Legislature 
continues to make laws and 
appropriate money through 
resolutions and bills that will 
be beneficial to the future of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes. Since 2018 to the 
present the 7th/8th Legisla-
ture has passed 397 bills/
resolutions/minutes, held 37 
Regular Sessions, 43 Special 
Sessions, and held numerous 
working sessions as well as 
public hearings leading up to 
legislation. 

Most recently at our 13th 
Regular Session on Jan. 9, 
we passed a resolution ap-
propriating funds into the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Lan-
guage Department. We look 
forward to seeing and hear-
ing progress of breathing life 
back into our languages. We 
hope to encourage support 
and participation from the 
community. The department 
has been doing an awesome 
job! We commend them 
in all their efforts. We are 
thankful for the support from 
the Governor, Lt. Governor 
and legislators that voted yes 
to investing in our languages 
and culture.

We also passed a reso-
lution to renovate the Rol-
lin Haag Native American 
Church building. This build-

ing is in need 
of renovation. 
Thankfully the 
Legislature was 
in agreement as 
well as the Gov-
ernor and the 
resolution to ap-
propriate funds 
was passed. 
R e n o v a t i o n s 
will begin soon. 
Other items on 
the agenda were 
meeting minutes 
from past sessions. They also 
passed.

By the time you read this 
we will have had another 
Special Session called by the 
Governor. Items on the agen-
da included easements and 
right of ways for CARES 
Emergency Response Center 
(ERC) Projects. These are 
needed to get closer to com-
pletion of these projects.

The other item on the 
Special Session agenda was 
a resolution to settle a pay-
ment for services provided 
(two separate contracts) from 
Rick Dane Moore to the for-
mer Tribal Council Coor-
dinator Jennifer Wilkinson 
(now Bailey). She signed the 
contracts. According to our 
Constitution, only the Gov-
ernor of the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes can sign and 
negotiate contracts. Hopeful-
ly by the time you read this, 
this issue will be taken care 
of. We don’t want to leave 
the door open for anybody 
except the Governor to be 
able to sign contracts on be-
half of the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Tribes.
So that’s where we are at 

so far in this New Year 2021. 
This is only a brief summary. 
I hope this brings those that 
are interested up to speed. 
We also have a lot of oth-
er legislation in the works. 
The new Watonga Casino 
recently opened, and prog-
ress is moving along with the 
new Emergency Response 
Centers (ERC), the Concho 
food pantry, and many other 
projects that will benefit our 
people. If you have any ques-
tions or comments please 
contact your Governor, Lt. 
Governor or Legislators, and 
try to stay informed. There 
are a lot of good outlets to 
receive information such as 
the tribal newspaper, social 
media, the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes official web-
site, local and national news, 
or even just word of mouth. 

We also continue to have 
Covid-19 (coronavirus) up-
date meetings bi-weekly on 
Wednesdays. After these 
meetings we post a lot of 
good information on our so-

Cheyenne District 3 Legislator 
Darrell Flyingman

 
Elders Food Assistance 2020 

Month  #Clients  Amount Paid Monthly  T o t a l   
     

January  2,155   $150               $323,000.
Federacy  2,165   $150   $324,000.
March  2,187   $150   $328,050.
April   2,181   $250   $545,250.
May   2,194   $300   $656,100.
June   2,194   $500              $1,097,000.
July   2,202   $300   $660,600.
August  2,217   $150   $331,550.
September   2,223   $150   $333,450.
October  2,222   $150   $333,300.
November  2,224   $150   $333,600.
Thanksgiving   2,222   $150   $333,300.
December  2,234   $150   $335,100.
Christmas   2,225   $150   $333,750.
TOTAL                                                                                             $6,268,050. 

The Tribes are going 
through some difficult times 
and hardships. We have lost 
too many love ones to this 
deadly disease Covid-19. We 
need to remember to wear 
our masks and follow the 
recommended safety proce-
dures set by the Center for 
Disease (CDC).

As a legislator, I receive 
complains about many is-
sues, it seems that we con-
tinue to complain about how 
bad certain programs are not 
doing enough for us. For this 
reason I decided to look into 
the Elder Care Program, that 
some of our elders are com-
plaining about.  

First, I received authori-
zation from the Administra-
tion Department to visit with 
Lori Penner, director of the 
Elder Care Program. Some 

people may be 
wondering why 
I have to receive 
authorization to 
request infor-
mation from the 
director of the 
Elder Care Pro-
gram. According 
to the Constitu-
tion, “Separa-
tion of Powers,” 
means as a leg-
islator I cannot 
engage in any 
activities without 
the approval of 
the Administra-
tion Department.

The Elder Care Program 
has been operated by only 
two employees since March 
2020. Although shorthand-
ed, the Elder Care Program 
is doing an outstanding job. 

They do receive some com-
plaints, but complaints are 
resolved quickly.

The Elder Food Assis-
tance program has made the 
following payments:

See ARAPAHO DIST. 2 pg. 6
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(CONCHO, OK) The 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Elec-
tion Commission will begin 
election proceedings for the 
2021 Primary and General 
Elections on May 3, 2021.

The Following Public Of-
fices are up for Election:

Executive Office 
Governor
Lt. Governor
District Legislative Of-

fice 
Arapaho District 1
Arapaho District 2
Cheyenne District 2
Cheyenne District 4
District Election Com-

mission
Arapaho District 3
Arapaho District 4
Cheyenne District 1
Cheyenne District 3
The Primary Election will 

be Oct. 5, 2021.   The Gen-
eral Election will be Nov. 2, 
2021.

Beginning May 3, 2021, 
nominations for public office 
will open to qualified can-
didates. Registration pack-
ets will be available at the 
Election Commission office 
located in the Dept. of Edu-
cation building in Concho, 
Okla. Filing Fee will need 
to be paid before receiving a 
packet.

Nominations will close on 
June 1, 2021. All interested 
candidates must submit their 
completed registration pack-
et along with their verifica-
tion of candidate eligibility 
by 5 p.m. on June 1, 2021.

Candidate Filing Fees
Governor-$250
Lt. Governor-$250
District Legislative Of-

fice-$200
District Election Com-

mission-$100
The non-refundable filing 

fee must be a cashiers check 
or money order payable to 
the Election Commission.

 Waivers of the filing fee 
are available upon request 
if the person meets or falls 

below the current federal 
poverty guidelines and can 
document this with their pri-
or year federal income tax. 
This determination must be 
made before a packet can be 
picked up.

The Minimum Qualifica-
tions for Governor and Lt. 
Governor Candidates are as 
follows:

1.  The Candidates for 
Governor and Lt. Governor 
shall be enrolled members of 
the tribe, at least 35 years 

      of age and each must 
possess at least a Bachelor of 
Science Degree from an ac-
credited school;

2.  No person convicted 
of a felony within the last ten 
years shall serve as Governor 
or Lt. Governor

     unless pardoned;
3.  At the time of filing a 

nomination petition, the can-
didate shall physically reside 
in a voting district

     and if elected, reside in 
a voting district for the dura-
tion of their term;

4.  The candidates shall 
submit copies of his or her 
Federal Income Tax Returns 
for the previous five 

      years and provide a 
written list of all of his or her 
personal and real property;  

5.  The candidates cannot 
owe any money or owe any 
debts to the tribes;

6.  The Governor and Lt. 
Governor will run as a team.

The Minimum Qualifica-
tions for District Legislative 
Candidates are as follows:

1.  A candidate for District 
Legislator shall be an en-
rolled member of the tribes, 
at least 25 years of age and 
shall possess a high school 
diploma or its equivalent;

2.  No person convicted 
of a felony within the last 
ten years shall be eligible to 
serve as District Legislator 
unless pardoned;

3.  At the time of filing a 
nomination petition, a candi-

date for District Legislator 
shall physically reside and be 
a registered voter in the dis-
trict for which he or she seeks 
elective office and if elected, 
the candidate SHALL

     reside in that district 
for the duration of their term;

4.  The candidate cannot 
owe any money or owe any 
debts to the tribes.

The Minimum Qualifi-
cations for District Election 
Commission Candidates are 
as follows:

1.  A candidate for District 
Election Commissioner shall 
be an enrolled member of the 
tribe and shall possess a high 
school diploma or its equiv-
alent;

2.  No person convicted 
of a felony shall be eligible 
to serve as an Election Com-
missioner;

3.  At the time of filing a 
nomination petition, a can-
didate for District Election 
Commissioner shall phys-
ically reside in the district 
for which he or she seeks 
elective office and if elected, 
reside in that district for the 
duration of their term;

4.  The candidate cannot 
owe any money or owe any 
debts to the tribes.

For more information 
contact the Election Com-
mission toll free at 1-800-
247-4612 or any of the 
following Election Commis-
sioners:

A1 Ray Mosqueda       
405 306-9281

C1 Sandra Hinshaw     
405 593-7944

A2 Dale Hamilton       
405 248-7584

C2 Norma Yarbrough  
405 538-6664

A3 Pat Smothers          
405 535-7863

C3 Ramona Welch       
405 464-2716

A4 Elizabeth Birdshead  
405 464-6043

C4 Sarah Orange          
405 637-6036

Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Election Commission
Announces 2021 Elections

The Highly Fractionated 
Indian Land Loan program 
(HFIL) provides revolv-
ing loan funds to qualified 
intermediary lenders that 
helps qualified tribes and 
individuals purchase tribal 
farmland that has multiple 
owners.

The first recipient, the 
Native American Com-
munity Development Cor-
poration Financial Ser-
vices, Inc. (NACDCFS) of 
Browning, Mont., will lend 
funds directly to tribal citi-
zens through a $10 million 
intermediary HFIL loan 
from USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA).

NACDCFS address-
es critical needs in Native 
American communities re-
lated to the growth of family 
assets, supports economic 
development, and enhances 
the quality of life for com-
munities and residents lo-
cated on or near Montana’s 
seven Native American res-
ervations. NACDCFS pro-

vides one-on-one technical 
assistance to Native Ameri-
can entrepreneurs and agri-
cultural producers. NACD-
CFS is a 501(c) (3), certified 
Native Community Devel-
opment Financial Institution 
(CDFI), through the U.S. 
Department of Treasury.

Under the 1887 Dawes 
Act, Indian reservation land 
was divided and allotted to 
individual tribal members 
such that with the passing of 
each generation, title own-
ership was divided and par-
celed among heirs, while the 
land was not.

As a result, land once 
owned by a single person 
could today be owned by 
hundreds or thousands of 
individuals, resulting in 
what is known as “highly 
fractionated Indian land.” In 
many instances, landowners 
are unknown or cannot be 
located, which complicates 
the coordination of owner-
ship or prevents the use of 
the property altogether.

There are more than 
245,000 owners of three 
million fractionated land 
interests, spanning approx-
imately 150 Native Ameri-
can reservations.

Under HFIL, tribes and 
tribal citizens can submit an 
application directly to an in-
termediary lender. To partic-
ipate, intermediary lenders 
first must be approved by 
USDA. The lenders may be 
private and tribal nonprofit 
corporations, public agen-
cies, Indian tribes or lenders 
subject to federal or state 
regulation (such as a credit 
union or other financial in-
stitution).

FSA will lend to the in-
termediary, which will re-
lend to the applicant. The in-
termediary lender also will 
administer the loan for the 
applicant.

For more information on 
the program, contact your 
County USDA Service Cen-
ter or visit www.fsa.usda.
gov/farmloans.

USDA Expands Farm Loans 
for Native Americans Farming 
and Ranching on Tribal Land
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COVID-19 VACCINES
continued from pg. 1

CSU held community immunization clinics at the Clin-
ton Indian Health Center and the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes’ R.E.Sp.E.C.T. Gymnasium on Jan. 16 and Jan. 18, 
2021. Over 879 COVID-19 vaccinations were provided at 
the two-day event. (Photo by CSU)

ARAPAHO DIST. 2
continued from pg. 3
cial media pages relevant to 
our communities. For those 
that do keep up with social 
media please share informa-
tion with those that don’t. 
There is a lot of Covid-19 as-
sistance being offered at this 
time. Please take advantage.

During these trying times 
we are all doing our best 
for our constituents. With 
confusion in our hearts we 
attend wakes, funerals, birth-
day parties, holidays, work, 
school, and all the other un-
avoidable/avoidable daily 
activities in life while taking 
safety precautions. Soon we 
will be able to gather, social-
ize, celebrate, and honor the 
lives of our loved ones like 
we normally do. Until then 
we will carry on the best way 

we know how.
 I would personally like 

to encourage anyone that is 
willing to get the Covid-19 
vaccine to get it, if and when 
it becomes available. It was 
mentioned to me that as trib-
al leaders we should be the 
first to get the vaccine and 
let everyone else know how 
it goes. At the time it made 
sense to me so I took the 
vaccine. Many other tribal 
leaders and members have 
also received the vaccine. 
I have not had any allergic 
reactions. Again, I would en-
courage those that have not 
received the vaccine to take 
it. Our social media pag-
es provide dates and times 
when the vaccines become 
available. You can also call 

the local IHS or Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes Health 
Department for dates and 
times.

It is an election year for 
the Governor, Lt. Governor, 
and some Legislators. Our 
branches of government 
have worked together to be 
a machine that moves in a 
forward direction for the bet-
terment of our tribe. We have 
upheld our oath of office and 
have defended and followed 
our Constitution. We will 
continue to do so until the 
last day of our term. Wheth-
er someone new is elected or 
we are to be elected again, I 
believe in my heart that each 
of us has done our best, and 
will continue to help our 
people the best that we can, 
win or lose. We have accom-
plished a lot during our time 
in office. There is still a lot 

more to be accomplished. 
Hopefully our four branches 
of government will continue 
to get along and set a good 
example for the next gener-
ations. Of course we will run 
into some more trying times, 
speed bumps, road blocks, 
or maybe even make some 
mistakes along the way, but 
with prayer, humbleness, hu-
mility, and guidance from the 
Creator we shall persevere. 

With that, on behalf of 
the 8th Legislature, we would 
like to offer our most heart-
felt condolences and prayers 
to all of our relatives that 
have lost loved ones or been 
affected in any type of way 
from this virus. We also of-
fer our condolences to the 
families of those that lost 
their lives in the house fire 
in Hammon, Okla. You are 
always in our prayers.

CHEYENNE DIST. 3
continued from pg. 3

# OF ELDERS SERVED      SERVICES    TOTAL 
719                Utility Assistance                          $68,481.00
1,494                Utilities-Water/Gas/Elec/Propane $217,205.28 
485                Rent/Mortgage                               $95,404.28
33                Medical/Dental                              $5,592.56  
22                Medical Equip              $3,651.89
15                Medical/Hospital payments           $2,571.13
85                Medical/eye glasses             $15,816.50
37                Medical/Prescriptions             $5,841.38
2,890                                             $414,564.02 
I would like to thank Lori Penner, Director of the Elder Care Program for her dedication and care for our Elders. Also, 

thanks to Gov. Wassana for releasing additional funds for food assistance and emergency services.

(AP) Straining to han-
dle record numbers of 
COVID-19 patients, hun-
dreds of the nation’s inten-
sive care units are running 
out of space and supplies 
and competing to hire tem-
porary traveling nurses at 
soaring rates. Many of the 
facilities are clustered in the 
South and West.

An Associated Press anal-
ysis of federal hospital data 
shows that since November, 
the share of U.S. hospitals 
nearing the breaking point 
has doubled. More than 
40% of Americans now live 
in areas running out of ICU 
space, with only 15% of 
beds still available.

Intensive care units are 
the final defense for the sick-
est of the sick, patients who 
are nearly suffocating or 
facing organ failure. Nurs-
es who work in the most 
stressed ICUs, changing IV 
bags and monitoring patients 
on breathing machines, are 
exhausted.

“You can’t push great 
people forever. Right? I 
mean, it just isn’t possible,” 
said Houston Methodist 
CEO Dr. Marc Boom, who is 
among many hospital lead-
ers hoping that the numbers 
of critically ill COVID-19 
patients have begun to pla-
teau. Worryingly, there’s an 
average of 20,000 new cas-
es a day in Texas, which has 
the third-highest death count 
in the country and more than 
13,000 people hospitalized 
with COVID-19-related 
symptoms.

According to data 
through Thursday from the 
COVID Tracking Project, 
hospitalizations are still high 
in the West and the South, 
with over 80,000 current 
COVID-19 hospital patients 
in those regions. The num-
ber of cases reported in the 
U.S. since the pandemic’s 
start surpassed 25 million on 
Sunday, according to Johns 
Hopkins University.

Encouragingly, hospi-
talizations appear to have 
either plateaued or are trend-
ing downward across all re-
gions. It’s unclear whether 
the easing will continue with 

more contagious versions of 
the virus arising and snags in 
the rollout of vaccines.

In New Mexico, one surg-
ing hospital system brought 
in 300 temporary nurses 
from outside the state, at a 
cost of millions of dollars, to 
deal with overflowing ICU 
patients, who were treated in 
converted procedure rooms 
and surgery suites.

“It’s been horrid,” said 
Dr. Jason Mitchell, chief 
medical officer for Presby-
terian Healthcare Services in 
Albuquerque. He’s comfort-
ed that the hospital never ac-
tivated its plan for rationing 
lifesaving care, which would 
have required a triage team 
to rank patients with numeri-
cal scores based on who was 
least likely to survive.

“It’s a relief that we never 
had to actually do it,” Mitch-
ell said. “It sounds scary be-
cause it is scary.”

In Los Angeles, Ce-
dars-Sinai Medical Center 
ran into shortages of take-
home oxygen tanks, which 
meant some patients who 
could otherwise go home 
were kept longer, taking up 
needed beds. But the biggest 
problem is competing with 
other hospitals for traveling 
nurses.

“Initially, when the 
COVID surges were hitting 
one part of the country at a 
time, traveling nurses were 
able to go to areas more se-
verely affected. Now with 
almost the entire country 
surging at the same time,” 
hospitals are paying twice 
and three times what they 
would normally pay for tem-
porary, traveling nurses, said 
Dr. Jeff Smith, the hospital’s 
chief operating officer.

Houston Methodist Hos-
pital recently paid $8,000 
retention bonuses to keep 
staff nurses from signing 
up with agencies that would 
send them to other hot spots. 
Pay for traveling nurses can 
reach $6,000 per week, an 
enticement that can benefit 
a nurse but can seem like 
poaching to the hospital ex-
ecutives who watch nurses 
leave.

“There’s a lot of these 

agencies that are out there 
charging absolutely ridicu-
lous sums of money to get 
ICU nurses in,” Boom said. 
“They go to California, 
which is in the midst of a 
surge, but they poach some 
ICU nurses there, send them 
to Texas, where they charge 
inordinate amounts to fill 
in gaps in Texas, many of 
which are created because 
nurses in Texas went to Flor-
ida or back to California.”

Space is another problem. 
Augusta University Medical 
Center in Augusta, Georgia, 
is treating adult ICU pa-
tients, under age 30, in the 
children’s hospital. Recov-
ery rooms now have ICU 
patients, and, if things get 
worse, other areas, operating 
rooms and endoscopy cen-
ters, will be the next areas 
converted for critical care.

To prevent rural hospitals 
from sending more patients 
to Augusta, the hospital is 
using telemedicine to help 
manage those patients for as 
long as possible in their local 
hospitals.

“It is a model I believe 
will not only survive the 
pandemic but will flourish 
post pandemic,” said Dr. 
Phillip Coule, the Augusta 
hospital’s chief medical of-
ficer.

Hospitals are pleading 
with their communities to 
wear masks and limit gath-
erings.

“There just hasn’t been a 
lot of respect for the illness, 
which is disappointing,” said 
Dr. William Smith, chief 
medical officer for Cullman 
Regional Medical Center in 
Cullman, Alabama. He sees 
that changing now with more 
people personally knowing 
someone who has died.

“It has taken a lot of peo-
ple,” he said of the virus, 
adding that the death toll, 
144 people in six months 
in a county of 84,000, “has 
opened their eyes to the ran-
domness of this.”

The Alabama hospital’s 
ICU has been overflowing 
for six weeks, with 16 vi-
rus patients on ventilators 
in a hospital that a year ago 
had only 10 of the breathing 

machines. “You can see the 
stress in people’s faces and 
in their body language. It’s 
just a lot for people to carry 
around,” Smith said.

“Just the fatigue of our 
staff can affect quality of 
care. I’ve been encouraged 
we’ve been able to keep the 
quality of care high,” Smith 
said. “You feel like you are 
in a very precarious situation 
where errors could occur, but 
thankfully we’ve managed 
to stay on top of things.”

Hospitals say they are up-
holding high standards for 
patient care, but experts say 
surges compromise many 
normal medical practic-
es. Overwhelmed hospitals 
might be forced to mobilize 
makeshift ICUs and staff 
them with personnel with-
out any experience in critical 
care. They might run out of 
sedatives, antibiotics, IVs or 
other supplies they rely on to 
keep patients calm and com-
fortable while on ventilators.

“It’s really daunting and 
mentally taxing. You’re do-
ing what you believe to be 
best practice,” said Kier-
sten Henry, a nurse at Med-
Star Montgomery Medical 
Center in Olney, Maryland, 
and a board director for the 
American Association of 
Critical-Care Nurses.

In Oklahoma City, OU 
Medicine Chief Medical Of-
ficer Dr. Cameron Mantor 
said while the vaccines hold 
promise, hope still seems 
dim as ICU cases keep 
mounting. The number of 
COVID-19 hospitalizations 
at OU Medicine has declined 
from more than 100 daily in 
recent weeks to 98 on Jan. 
20, Mantor said.

“What is stressing every-
body out,” Mantor said, “is 
looking at week after week 
after week, the spigot is not 
being turned off, not know-
ing there is a break, not see-
ing the proverbial light at the 
end of the tunnel.”

Associated Press writers 
Carla Johnson, Nicky For-
ster. Contributing Marion 
Renault in Rochester, Minn., 
Nomaan Merchant in Hous-
ton and Ken Miller in Okla-
homa City.

Two in Five Americans Live Where 
COVID-19 Strains Hospital ICUs

enne and Arapaho Tribes’ 
R.E.Sp.E.C.T. Gym-
nasium on Jan. 16 and 
Jan. 18, 2021. Over 879 
COVID-19 vaccinations 
were provided at the two-
day event. 

“Our goal is to get 
vaccines into the arms of 
our community as quick 
as possible to slow the 
spread of COVID-19 and 
provide an avenue to end 
the pandemic,” said Cap-
tain Joe Bryant, chief ex-
ecutive officer. 

As CSU continues pri-
ority vaccination of those 
over 55 years of age and 
essential workers, the ser-
vice unit has begun reach-
ing out to patients in high-
risk categories, regardless 
of age, to schedule an ap-
pointment time to receive 
the vaccine. Those in the 
high-risk category are de-
fined as patients who meet 
at least one of the follow-
ing criteria:

Body mass index (BMI) 
greater than 35

Chronic kidney disease
Diabetes
Cardiovascular disease
Hypertension
Chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease and/or 
other chronic respiratory 
disease

Immunosuppressive 
disease and/or are current-
ly receiving immunosup-
pressive treatment

To schedule an appoint-
ment through CSU for 
COVID-19 vaccination 

or if you have questions 
regarding COVID-19 vac-
cination and/or testing, 
please call 580.331.3433. 

Those who have had 
COVID-19 in the last 14 
days, or if you have re-
ceived the monoclonal 
antibodies for COVID-19 
will need to wait for vac-
cination. You are encour-
aged to speak with your 
health care provider to de-
termine when you will be 
eligible for the vaccine. 

Both the Pfizer and 
Moderna COVID-19 vac-
cine are two dose series, 
meaning those who re-
ceive the vaccine are re-
quired to take a second 
shot 21 days and 28 days 
respectively after the first 
shot is received. The first 
shot starts building pro-
tection, while the second 
dose assists in getting the 
most protection the vac-
cine has to offer. Once 
patients receive their ini-
tial COVID-19 vaccine 
through CSU, they are im-
mediately scheduled with 
an appointment to receive 
their second dose in the 
series.

The COVID-19 vac-
cines are being held to 
the same safety standards 
as all vaccines. For the 
latest information about 
authorized vaccines, visit 
www.fda/gov/emergen-
cy-preparedness-and-re-
sponse/coronavirus-dis-
e a s e - 2 0 1 9 - c o v i d - 1 9 /
covid-19vaccines.
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Anthony Eugene Tallbear
Anthony Eugene Tallbear 

was born Feb. 17, 1970 in 
Oklahoma City to Incy Ned 
and Sam Tallbear Jr. Antho-
ny fought hard up until his 
final moments Jan. 6, 2021.

Anthony obtained a GED 
and Auto Body and Repair 
certification from Metro 
Technology Center. Anthony 
drove a yellow cab and Sum-
mer Song ice cream truck for 
about 10 years. He was also 
a member of the Cheyenne 
Arapaho Tribes.

Anthony was preceded 
in death by his mother Incy 
Mitchell, father Sam Tall-

bear Jr. sister Maxine Tall-
bear, aunt Bertha Amos, aunt 
Lahoma Boykins, aunt Mary 
Anne, uncle Simien Jacobs, 
niece Maliah Mitchell, as 
well as maternal and paternal 
grandparents and a host of 
cousins.

Anthony was survived by 
his brothers, Paul Gould, Al-
fred Mitchell, Darrell Mitch-
ell, sister LaRhonda Mitchell 
Johnie Mitchell, stepfather 
and Rebecca Cass, stepsis-
ter. Anthony didn’t have any 
children but leaves behind 
nieces and a nephew Delesha 
Mitchell, Christopher Mitch-

ell Brittany Mitchell, as well 
as one great niece Rhylee 
Mitchell, two great nephews 
Aaden Mitchell and Kings-
ton Lee.

Malcolm J. Whitebird Sr.
Malcolm J. Whitebird Sr. 

was born March 23, 1935 in 
Concho, Okla. to Gilbert and 
Louise (Harrison) White-
bird. He passed away Jan. 8, 
2021 at his home in Green-
field, Okla., at the age of 85.

Malcolm attended Con-
cho Schools, he served in the 
US Army as an Army Rang-
er. He lived in California, 
Albuquerque, N.M., moved 
back to Oklahoma and lived 
in various areas of Oklahoma 
and has lived in Greenfield, . 
for the last several years. He 
was united in marriage to 
Ada Mae Cutnose Nov. 6, 
1998 in Miami, Okla., and 
she preceded him in death 
April 23, 2013 in Watonga. 

Malcolm worked as a 
truck driver, was an ac-
complished silversmith and 
drum maker.  Malcolm was 
a Headsman, OIN Honored 

Elder 2015, and a member of 
the World Wind Mission of 
the Holy Family Episcopal 
Church in Watonga.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Gil-
bert and Louise Whitebird, 
wife Ada Mae Cutnose, 
grandson Scott Russell, one 
great-grandchild, brother Ed-
win Pewo, two sisters, Rose-
mary Whitebird and Lillian 
Bestley.

Malcolm is survived 
by five children, Michael 
Whitebird of El Reno, Thel-
ma Whitebird of El Reno, 
Malcolm Whitebird Jr. of 
Watonga, Maria Oneal of 
Fort Washakie, Wyo., and 
Diane Whitebird of Al-
buquerque, N.M., mother 
of his children, Ernestine 
Simpson, 19 grandchildren; 
30 great-grandchildren, two 
great-great grandchildren; 

and his siblings, Kish White-
bird of Oklahoma City, Dul-
cie Bighorse of Oklahoma 
City, Roegal Brown of Nor-
man, and Esther Whitebird 
of Oklahoma City, and many 
nieces, nephews, other rela-
tives and friends. 

A graveside serve was 
held Jan. 12 at the Geary 
City Cemetery with Rev. Jim 
Kee-Rees and Rev. Pat Gon-
zales officiating.

OBITUARIES

particularly in key battle-
ground states such as Ari-
zona, Wisconsin and North 
Carolina.

In Phoenix, 8-year-old 
Shikeyah, 5-year-old Lakai 
and 3-year-old Nataani 
jumped up and down while 
watching the country’s new 
leadership take shape.

The Diné children have 
followed Biden and Harris 
closely after their parents, 
Ginger Sykes Torres, Diné, 
and Javier Torres, cam-
paigned for the then-presi-
dential hopefuls.

“I was personally moti-
vated to do everything that I 
could to help turn the country 
around for my kids,” Torres 
said. She organized car and 
bike parades to get Native 
voters to the polls to vote for 
Biden.

Their children joined 
them for every step of cam-
paigning, even coloring cam-
paign flyers of their own. On 
Wednesday, they were enthu-
siastic, Torres said.

“My daughter tells us she 
wants to be president some-
day. And she says it with 
conviction,” Torres said. 
“She kind of now knows the 
steps of what to do to make 
that happen.”

In Bozeman, Montana, 
20-year-old Katie Fire Thun-
der, Oglala Lakota, watched 
the inauguration from her 
home. She says it was an 
overwhelming sight.

Fire Thunder is a former 
intern for Harris’ presidential 
campaign and has met with 
Harris a handful of times. As 
part of her work on the cam-
paign, she received an offi-
cial inauguration announce-
ment and was planning to 
travel to Washington, D.C., 
to see the events in person.

The Capitol attack two 
weeks ago stopped her.

“I was terrified and still 
am a bit scared,” Fire Thun-
der said. “We decided to stay 
home, which was tough but 
definitely for the best.”

Fire Thunder says she’s 
hopeful for the Biden-Harris 
administration, saying she 
believes Indigenous people 
will have a seat at the table.

“Seeing Deb Haaland be-
ing nominated for a cabinet 
position, and how diverse 
all of the Cabinet is, is real-
ly inspiring,” Fire Thunder 
said. “Biden always talks 
about unity, and we can’t 
have unity without including 
Indigeous people in that con-
versation.”

In Washington state, Au-
burn City Council mem-
ber Chris Stearns, Navajo, 
watched from his home, say-
ing the inauguration filled 
him with joy.

“The emotions are hard to 
describe, because just now 
it felt like a massive weight 
was lifted from our shoul-
ders,” Stearns said. “There’s 
a lot of hope in Indian Coun-

try today. 
But if the 
last four 
years have 
taught us 
a n y t h i n g , 
it’s that In-
dian Coun-
try is resil-
ient.”

S tea rns 
served as 
a national 
d e l e g a t e 
last year, 
voting for 
Biden at 
the Nation-
al Democratic Convention. 
He also received an official 
inauguration announcement.

“My hopes for the next 
four years are that the 
Biden-Harris administra-
tion reinvigorates the na-
tion-to-nation relationship 
and fulfills the promises 
made to Indian Country. Re-
scinding the Keystone XL 
permit is a wonderful start, 
but there’s so much to do.”

At the Capitol, Indige-
nous members of Congress 
were present for the Inaugu-
ration. The ceremony took a 
little over two hours and it 
was a chilly day, the mem-
bers noted.

Rep. Kai Kahele, Kana-
ka Maoli, tweeted “Let’s do 
this” along with a picture of 
hand-warmers and what ap-
peared to be a snack (possi-
bly spam musubi) wrapped 
in saran wrap to get him 
through.

Rep. Tom Cole, Chick-
asaw Nation, gave his best 
wishes in a statement to 
Biden and said he was happy 
to attend the ceremony. 
Cole noted that while the 
country is divided, he hopes 
Congress can set the example 
of what working together 
and reaching across party 
lines looks like.

“Although we live in ex-
tremely divided times and 
a highly polarized political 
environment, I am hopeful 
all Americans will choose 
to see Inauguration Day as 
an opportunity to unite and 
move ahead together toward 
healing,” Cole said.

Rep. Sharice Davids, Ho-
Chunk, attended the ceremo-
ny too. She wore a “Native 
vote” mask.

It was unclear if Chero-
kee Republican Reps. Yvette 
Herrell of New Mexico 
and Markwayne Mullin of 
Oklahoma were present at 
the event. On social media, 
Herrell shared that she has 
signed on to a letter from 
freshman members of the 
Republican Party congratu-
lating Biden and pledging to 
work with the administration 
on key issues.

In her own statement, 
Haaland touched on the mon-
umental challenges facing 
the country and its new pres-
ident. From the COVID-19 

pandemic to the Capitol riots 
that occurred just two weeks 
ago, she is confident Biden 
and Harris will rise to the oc-
casion.

“Despite these previous-
ly unthinkable challenges, 
today represents a new era 
of hope, progress and cour-
age for our nation. President 
Biden and Vice President 
Harris recognize the weight 
of the concurrent crises we 
collectively face and the dili-
gence and ambition demand-
ed of our nation’s response,” 
Haaland said. “I am confi-
dent that they will meet this 
moment.”

Some noted room for 
improvement, saying Indig-
enous people and communi-
ties were scarcely included 
in the programming of the 
event.

“I did feel like there was a 
missed opportunity to recog-
nize Native people as part of 
this land … we saw recogni-
tion of the Latino communi-
ty and the African American 
community in the actual cer-
emony,” Torres said. “I just 
really hope with some of our 
Native leaders that are com-
ing to the forefront, in our 
next inauguration, Natives 
will play a larger part in fu-
ture ceremonies.”

Rebecca Nagle, Cher-
okee, shared similar senti-
ments on Twitter.

“May one day the Pres-
idential inauguration ac-
knowledge the Piscataway 
people on whose land the 
ceremony takes place rather 
than erase every Indigenous 
Nations in our country with 
the settler theme song This 
Land is Your Land,” Nagle 
wrote. “We have a long way 
to go.”

Later this evening, 
Paulette Jordan, Coeur 
d’Alene Tribe, is scheduled 
to speak at the Clean Energy 
for America Inaugural Ball. 
In her welcoming remarks 
shared with Indian Country 
Today, Jordan recognized 
the power of Native vote that 
helped carry battleground 
states for Biden.

She also congratulated the 
new president and vice-pres-
ident on their inauguration 
and thanked Biden for nom-
inating Haaland for secretary 
of the Interior.

“Because leadership mat-

ters! Representation mat-
ters,” Jordan is set to say. 
“And I’m glad we have a 
president who recognizes 
this as integral to our coun-
try’s movement for healing, 
empowerment, and justice 
— not only for humanity, but 
for our environment as well.”

Wednesday’s virtual “Pa-
rade Across America” also 
featured Indigenous rep-
resentation, including the 
Native American Women 
Warriors and TikTok star Na-
than “DoggFace” Apodaca, 
Northern Arapaho. Native 
dancers also performed, and 
a Hawaii group delivered a 
traditional chant.

Aliyah Chavez, Kewa 
Pueblo, is a reporter-pro-
ducer at Indian Country To-
day. Follow her on Twitter: 
@aliyahjchavez or email her 
at achavez@indiancountry-
today.com.

Kolby KickingWoman, 
Blackfeet/A’aniih is a re-
porter/producer for Indian 
Country Today. He is from 
the great state of Montana 
and currently reports for the 
Washington Bureau. For hot 
sports takes and too many 
Lakers tweets, follow him 
on Twitter - @KDKW_406. 
Email - kkickingwoman@in-
diancountrytoday.com.

INAUGURATION
continued from pg. 2

President Joe Biden with his wife Dr. Jill Biden taking the oath of office. 
(Photo / Erin Schaff NYT)

(HAMMON, OK) Ear-
ly Sunday morning, Jan. 24 
three Cheyenne and Arapaho 
tribal citizens lost their lives 
in a house fire in Hammon, 
Okla. Delmond Gawhega 
Jr., Susan Whiteskunk and 
Stewart Candy were asleep 
in the home when the fire 
started.

The cause of the fire is 
still under investigation, 
however after one witness 
posted a criticizing account 
of the Hammon Volunteer 
Fire Department’s response 
to the fire on Facebook, 
the community and family 
members are left with ques-
tions and anger.

The post alleged the fire 

truck backed out of the 
station, taking a longer 
route to the fire, and that it 
took nearly 30 minutes for 
firefighters to get any wa-
ter on the home after they 
arrived. The post also said 
that multiple firefighters 
ignored his pleas for help 
as he tried to point out a 
man who could be seen 
passed out through one of 
the windows.

Hammon Police Chief 
Keith Smith said in a state-
ment, “By the time we got 
there the house was a loss.” 
Chief Smith told news crews 
there were three agencies 
on site from Elk City, But-
ler and Hammon and in his 

opinion every one of them 
did a great job.

“After the investigation 
into the fire and the three 
deaths is complete, there 
will be an investigation into 
whether there was possible 
misconduct on the part of 
the firefighters,” Chief Smith 
stated.

Three killed in house 
fire in Hammon, Okla.
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Owen Alfrich Echo Hawk Frederick Emon Parton Jr. 

Lisa Dionne Fox

Vincent Edward Scott

Marvin Keith Hines

Joel Maynard Madbull

Owen Alfrich eshea mizt 
(Rising Sun) tuhweit (three) 
Echo Hawk left for his next 
journey on Jan. 11, 2021. 
He was 41 years old. Owen 
was born on Feb. 4, 1979 
in Santa Fe, N.M. to Owen 
Echo Hawk Jr. (Jay) and 
Cleo Heap of Birds.

He grew up in Tulsa and 
graduated with a G.E.D. di-
ploma. Owen earned his as-
sociate’s degree and worked 
as a welder. He enjoyed be-
ing a welder and was very 
happy to work. His pride 
and joy was his son Kaleb 
Echo Hawk. Owen’s life re-
volved around his son.

He is survived by his son 
Kaleb of the home, daugh-
ter Makala Grass of Tulsa, 

son John Mike Grass of 
Tulsa, his sister Raylene 
Echo Hawk from Weath-
erford, Okla., his brother 
Reed Einhus Echo Hawk of 
Thomas, Okla., his moth-
er Cleo Heap of Birds of 
Thomas, his niece Brittany 
Taylor and nephews Ken-
neth Taylor, Voh pe Hume 
Echo Hawk and Elijah Echo 
Hawk.

Owen was preceded 
in death by his paternal 
grandparents Owen Bruce 
Echo Hawk and Wanda 
June Echo Hawk, maternal 
grandparents Alfrich and 
Joyce Heap of Birds, his 
older brother Lamont Voh 
pe hume All Runner and 
his cherished dad Owen Jay 

Echo Hawk. He was always 
happy to have two big fam-
ilies, the Echo Hawks and 
the Heap of Birds.

Viewing services were 
held Jan. 14 at the Poteet 
Funeral Home in Pawnee, 
Okla. Graveside service 
was held Jan. 15 at the 
South Indian Cemetery.

Lisa Dionne Fox was born 
in Clinton, Okla. on May 2, 
1974 to Imogene Howling-
buffalo, and passed away Jan. 
11, 2021 in Claremore, Okla.  
Lisa was raised in Ham-
mon, Okla., and graduat-
ed Hammon High School 
in 1993. She married Er-
ick Fox on June 21, 2002 
in El Reno. She worked at 
the Lucky Star Casino, and 
loved to cook, spend time 
with family and friends, and 
watching football games.  
She is preceded in 
death by her parents.  

She is survived by her hus-
band Erick of the home, her 
daughter Trayla Reyes and 
husband Delbert Whitehat of 
Weatherford, her sons Skyler 
Reyes of Weatherford, Jeor-
din Reyes, Sage Fox, and 
Chaz Fox all of Clinton, her 
sisters Sonya Howlingbuffa-
lo, and Nicole Howlingbuf-
falo, both of Clinton, and a 
brother Hiram Howlingbuf-
falo also of Clinton, and one 
grandchild.

A traditional all night 
wake service was held Jan. 
14 at a private residence in 

Weatherford, Okla. Funeral 
service was held Jan. 15 at 
the same location with Ger-
ald Panana officiating, fol-
lowed by a private family 
burial.

Marvin Keith Hines, age 
55, was born Jan. 11, 1966 
in Clinton, Okla., to Larry 
and Viola (Bearhead) Hines, 
and passed away Jan. 12, 
2021 in his Clinton home.  
Marvin was raised in Clinton 
and graduated from Clin-
ton High School in 1984. 
He enlisted In the Army 
National Guard for a few 
years and then went active 
duty for the United States 
Air Force. He also attend-
ed Texas Tech University 
as a prelaw student after his 
military service. He worked 
at the Lucky Star Casino.  
Marvin married Kim Bal-
lard in Lubbock, Texas 

in 2000. Marvin enjoyed 
music, movies, playing 
his guitar and traveling.  
He was preceded in death 
by his father Larry Hines 
and Lucian Twins Sr., his 
wife Kim Ballard Hines, 
brothers Michael Se-
gar and Rupert Twins.  
He is survived by two sons, 
Josh Hines and his wife Sum-
mer of Garfield, Ark., Matt 
Hines and his wife Tamara of 
Rogers, Ark., three brothers, 
Rodney Hines and his wife 
Amanda of Clinton, Jason 
Hines and his wife Terri, Lu-
cian Twins Jr. of Clinton, sis-
ter Thalia Twins of Clinton, 
Okla., and his mother Viola 

Hines also of Clinton.
Wake service was held 

Jan. 19 at the Kiesau Lee 
Funeral Chapel in Clinton, 
Okla. Graveside service was 
held Jan. 20 at the Clinton 
City Cemetery, officiated by 
Rev. Gerald Panana.

Joel Maynard Madbull 
died January 24, 2021, in 
Oklahoma City.  He was 
born December 26, 1963, 
at Clinton.  Joe was raised 
in Geary where he attended 
Geary High School and was 
on the wrestling and football 
teams.  He later moved to El 
Reno and then to Oklahoma 
City where he lived most of 
his life.  He was a commer-
cial roofer and enjoyed hunt-
ing, cooking, and being with 
his grandchildren and wife.

He is survived by his 
wife, Adriana Doles Mad-
bull of the home; daughter, 
Vivien Christiana Madbull 
of Oklahoma City; brother, 
Charles Madbull of Antlers; 
and 5 grandchildren, Tash-
ina Madbull, Joel Madbull, 
Adrianna Madbull, Raul Es-
pinoza; and Khloe Madbull.

His father, Joe Miquel 
Madbull, mother Wilma Jean 
Birdshead and sisters, Janice 
Estrada and Jessie Madbull, 
preceded him in death.

Graveside services were 
held Jan. 28 at the Concho 
Cemetery with Rev. Eleanor 
Madbull officiating.

Carole Sue Riggs Morris
Carole Sue (Riggs) Mor-

ris was born Dec. 3, 1952 
to Francis Keith Riggs and 
Gwendolyn (Fire) Riggs in 
Clinton, Okla., and passed 
away Jan. 6, 2021 at Mer-
cy Hospital in Oklahoma 
City from complications of 
COVID-19.

Carole was raised in Clin-
ton and attended Clinton 
Schools through the 11th 
grade. She moved to Oklaho-
ma City where she graduated 
from Southeast High School 
in 1972.

She was employed with 
Sears in the credit depart-
ment as well as the United 
States Postal Service. She 

later attended cosmetology 
school and worked in vari-
ous shops in the Oklahoma 
City area. 

She married Michael 
Morris on Nov. 18, 1994 in 
Moore, Okla. They were 
active members of the Indi-
an First Baptist Church of 
Moore, Okla.

She was a proud member 
of the Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribes of Oklahoma, she 
enjoyed making shawls, her 
grandchildren were her pride 
and joy and she often attend-
ed their school activities and 
events. She loved taking pic-
tures with friends and rela-
tives.

Wake service was held 
Jan. 13 at the Kiesau Lee 
Memorial Chapel officiat-
ed by Rev. Gerald Panana. 
Graveside service was held 
Jan. 14 at the Clinton Ceme-
tery officiated by Pastor Vic-
tor Cope.

Frederick Emon ‘Ju-
nior’ Parton Jr. was born 
Nov. 4, 1957 in Law-
ton, Okla., to Fred and 
Lucille (Mann) Parton. 
Junior was one of five 
sons and loved his broth-
ers and being with them. 
Junior loved his Anadarko 
Warriors, OU Sooners and 
the Oklahoma City Thun-
der. He loved watching his 
brothers play softball each 
summer and enjoyed going 
to powwows and spending 
time with all his relatives. 
Junior loved to laugh and 
joke around. To know Junior 
was to love Junior. He was 
definitely one in a million. He 
didn’t know any strangers. 
He loved making new rela-
tives. He was a sweetheart, 
very gentle and did not have 
a mean bone in his body. He 

had a neverending smile that 
was genuine and innocent. It 
is very heartbreaking to let 
go, but God had something 
far better in store for our Ju-
nior. We know now that he 
is perfect, smiling, looking 
down at us from Heaven. We 
love you Freddy Pancakes 
and we miss you already! 
Junior is preceded in death 
by his parents, Fred Parton 
and Lucille (Mann) Parton, 
two brothers, Meredith Par-
ton and Dusty Parton, pa-
ternal grandparents, Homer 
Parton and Jane Shemayme, 
maternal grandparents, Fred 
Mann and Ruth Porcupine 
Mann along with numerous 
aunts, uncles, and cousins. 
Junior is survived by two 
brothers, Mike Parton of 
Albuquerque, N.M., and 
Steven Parton and wife 

Charisse of Oklahoma City, 
sister-in-law Linda Parton 
of Anadarko, aunt Brenda 
Shemayme Edwards and 
husband Jim of Weatherford, 
Okla., numerous nephews, 
nieces, cousins and grand-
children. He loved them all. 
Funeral service was held 
Jan. 18 at the Smith Funeral 
Home Chapel in Anadarko, 
Okla., followed by a burial in 
the Memory Lane Cemetery 
in Anadarko.

Vincent Edward Scott 
died Jan. 20, 2021 at Mer-
cy Hospital in Oklahoma 
City. Ed was born May 16, 
1968 in Oklahoma City, 
where he was raised. He 
lived in Kingfisher for 23 
years and enjoyed fishing, 
hunting and working on 
trucks.  

Ed is survived by his 
wife of 28 years, Joan Bur-
gess Scott of the home, 
mother Nancy Givens Scott 
of Midwest City, children, 

Tony Scott and Cheyenne 
Scott both of the home and 
Janelle Burgess of Oklaho-
ma City, brother William 
Scott Jr. of Oklahoma City, 
sisters, Sheila Scott and 
Bernice Southerland both of 
Midwest City and a grand-
daughter Marien Scott.

His father, William Scott 
Sr., sister Bo Wolfe and 
niece Vicky Holota, preced-
ed him in death.

Visitation was held Jan. 
25 at the Benson Memorial 

Chapel. Graveside services 
were held Jan. 26 at the 
Concho Cemetery with Rev. 
Gerald Panana officiating.

Lucian Marvin Twins Sr.
Lucian Marvin Twins 

Sr., a Cheyenne Chief and 
Ceremonial man was born 
Sept. 11, 1941 to Harvey 
and Mariam (Mann) Twins 
in Clinton, Okla., and passed 
away Jan. 13, 2021 in the 
Select Specialty Hospital in 
Oklahoma City.

Lucian was raised in 
Clinton and attended Clin-
ton Junior High School and 
transferred to Chilocco Indi-
an School in Newkirk, Okla., 
where he graduated from 
high school.

He enlisted in the U.S. 
Marine Corps and was first 
stationed in San Diego, Ca-
lif. He then served a stint in 
Vietnam and was a combat 
warrior.

He met his wife to be, Pa-
tricia Bosin and they were 
married in 1969 in Los Ange-
les, Calif., and of this union 
three children were born.

He later continued his ed-
ucation in Long Beach, Calif. 
He returned back to Oklaho-
ma to participate in Chey-
enne ceremonial ways and 
was very active in his Chey-
enne Tribe of Oklahoma. He 
was one of the Cheyenne 
Chiefs and was a Ceremonial 
Arrow man. 

He will be greatly missed 
and considered a great loss 
to the Cheyenne people be-
cause of his knowledge and 
strength. He loved teaching 
family and the youth about 
the Cheyenne Culture.

He was a Culture speaker 
for many groups and English 
was his second language. 
While a young man he was 
known as “Lucian Sweet 
Feet Twins” he loved to go to 
powwows and gourd dance. 
He enjoyed other music and 
really enjoyed Motown.

He loved traveling with 
family and friends, and he 
was known to try his luck at 
the casino. He loved being 
around family and grandchil-
dren. He was greatly respect-
ed for not only his teaching, 
but also his bright spirit and 
love.

At home he learned his 
Cheyenne teachings. He was 
mentored by his grandfather 
Balwin Twins, whom he took 
his Cheyenne name after the 
war when he changed it from 
a child’s name to his war-
rior’s name. Crownecklace is 
the name the spirits will rec-
ognize him by.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, his wife, sons, 

Michael Seger, Marvin Hines 
and Rupert F. Twins and five 
brothers and sisters, MaClain 
Twins, Rupert Twins, Rapha-
el Twins, Minita Twins-Run-
ningwater and Joyce Twins.

He is survived by daugh-
ter Thalia Twins, and son Lu-
cian Twins Jr., both of Clin-
ton. He is also survived by a 
brother Westley Twins and 
a sister Lucinda Twins, five 
grandchildren, James Twins, 
Justin Twins, Shawny Twins, 
Dakota Rhoads-Twins and 
Patience Twins, and many 
great-grandchildren.

A traditional all night 
wake service was held Jan. 
17 at the Clinton Indian Bap-
tist Church in Clinton, Okla. 
Funeral service was held Jan. 
18 at the same venue, offici-
ated by Rev. Gerald Panana, 
followed by a burial at the 
Clinton Indian Cemetery.

Truman Chester Wassana Jr.
Truman Chester Was-

sana Jr. was born July 14, 
1963 to Truman C. Wassana 
Sr. and Geraldine (Flying-
man) in Clinton, Okla., and 
passed away Jan. 20, 2021 in 
the Midwest City Alliance.  
Truman was raised in 
Weatherford and Seminole. 
He attended Struthers In-
dian School in Seminole 
and graduated in 1982. He 
continued his education at 
the DQ University Indi-
an College in Davis, Calif. 
for one year. The family 
moved to Colony in 1984 
and settled in Weatherford 
in 1998. He was employed 
in the maintenance depart-
ment of Lucy Star Casino.  
He was a member of the Na-

tive American Church and he 
enjoyed watching television, 
sports and supporting Okla-
homa State University and 
the Oklahoma City Thunder.  
He was a proud member of 
the Cheyenne Arapaho Tribes 
of Oklahoma and was active 
in traditional events, he loved 
to gourd dance and he served 
as arena director and worked 
on several activist events.  
He is preceded in death by 
his father Truman Sr., and 
two brothers, Homer Was-
sana and Terry Wassana.  
He is survived by his moth-
er Geraldine Warledo of 
Weatherford, four sisters, 
Reva Wassana, KC Warledo, 
Alexis Warledo and Ashe-
ly Warledo, seven brothers, 

Timmy Wassana, Jimmy 
Leon Warledo, Van Horn 
Warledo, Jose Warledo, Reg-
gie Wassana, Andrew Wassa-
na and Craig Wassana.

Graveside service was 
held Jan.  25, in the Colony 
Indian Cemetery, officiated 
by Rev. Sophia Big Goose 
and Rev. Gerald Panana.
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LEGAL NOTICES

The Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes
Department of Transportation, Department 

of Labor DREAMS-TERO are recruiting 
interested Native Americans in the field of 

Auto Mechanics.
The project is to develop the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes Native Workforce to meet 
the demands for the C&A Department of 

Transportation Service Center
at Concho, Okla. 

No prior training necessary but ASE Certified 
skilled individuals will move

to the front of the line!
For additional information please contact 

DREAMS-TERO at 405-422-7490
Mon – Fri, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Auto Mechanics Wanted

Proudly Serving Canadian County and Beyond



PAGE 10 Tsistsistas & HinonoeiCheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune

2020 Resolutions From The Office of Records Management
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Dorian Plumley, 6’3 shooting guard for the El Reno 
High School Basketball team is looking for new op-
portunities as 2021 rolls in. The 17 year old, Cheyenne 
and Arapaho tribal youth will be in the 2021 graduating 
class of El Reno High School, and not only has he been 
a stand out on the basketball court, his presence on the 
varsity football team as quarterback, was also hard to 
miss.

Plumley began playing basketball as a fifth grader at 
Darlington Elementary School and has since fueled his 
passion for the game over the years. He started play-
ing quarterback in his sophomore year and fell in love 
with the position, signing an offer to play football for 
the University of Central Oklahoma Bronchos next fall. 
For this article, the Tribal Tribune focused on his time 
on the basketball court.

“One thing I love about basketball is it keeps me in 
shape for football season and helps me with my feet 
work, and I just like being out there with the guys,” 
Plumley said. 

While many sports worldwide have been affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Plumley said the pandemic 
has not affected him personally on the court. Howev-
er, the basketball season has been much different this 
year with the limited number of fans allowed in and the 
stands became quieter.

“COVID hasn’t really affected us that much but I 
would say one thing, it hasn’t helped because of our 
fans, they always bring a lot of energy to the team and 
that’s one thing that has been a downfall for us is the 

fans not being there for us this year,” Plumley 
said. 

And while COVID-19 has continued to 
affect attendance at public sporting events, 
Plumley said the team found themselves in 
situations where opposing teams would can-
cel games due to COVID-19 quarantines.

Plumley said his biggest motivation in 
playing basketball is the excitement it gives 
him that football doesn’t.

“You can go out on the basketball court, 
you can mess up and then you can turn right 
around and correct the error within five sec-
onds, it’s always good when you can correct 
yourself at all times,” Plumley said. 

While taking in his final moments on the 
court as a senior, Plumley also had to transi-
tion into virtual learning at school. He said the 
transition wasn’t hard for him, as it would bet-
ter prepare him for the days ahead in college.

“If you are an athlete or a student looking 
to further your education at the college level, 
it kind of helps you get prepared for that be-
cause everything comes online and prepares 
you to get ready for it as well,” Plumley said. 

Focusing on his future in college, Plumley 
committed to the University of Central Okla-
homa for football and plans to study psychol-
ogy. Having the opportunity to continue play-
ing at the college level, Plumley said it’s an 

honor.
“To be one of the ones in my family that 

gets to do that, it’s always a good opportu-
nity to go to college and look for something 
to do that’s going to help you for the rest 
of your life,” Plumley said. “I’m looking 
forward to bettering myself as a person in 
school and on the field. 

Throughout high school Plumley has maintained 
a 3.6 GPA. While focusing on his goals on and off 
the basketball court, Plumley said he hopes to see his 
team make it to the championship round at the state 
level this year. 

“We’ve been there before and we just let it slip 
through our hands and I don’t plan on it happening 
again, as for off the court I’m always looking to be 
a better man and to better myself in the real world,” 
Plumley said. 

Looking ahead in finishing out the season, Plumley 

said the team has potential to go far. 
“Right now we’re kind of in a slump because we 

haven’t clicked yet as a unit but with time, I believe 
we’re going to be a top caliber team by the time play-
offs come,” Plumley said. 

Plumley currently has a shooting average of 47.9%, 
with a 72.7% average in free throws, 19.7% average in 
turnovers and 15 assists. 

Plumley’s father is Earl Plumley and his mother is 
Katherine Johnson. His grandparents are Karen Coker 
and Murray Medicinebird. Plumley has an older broth-
er, Dyson Plumley who is currently plays guard for 
Murray State College in Tishomingo, Okla.

Senior Dorian Plumley, El Reno High School 

El Reno High School’s Dorian Plumley (l) being challenged by 
MacArthur Highlander’s Brandon Cowan during the Midfirst Clas-
sic Tournament Jan. 7-9, 2021 in Anadarko, Okla. (Photo/Rosemary 
Stephens)

El Reno High School’s Dorian Plumley (l) drives past 
MacArthur Highlander’s Earl Moseby during the Midfirst 
Classic Tournament.(Photo/Rosemary Stephens)

Dorian Plumley accepts offer to play football for the University of 
Central Oklahoma Bronchos in the 2021-2022 season after graduating 
from El Reno High School. Pictured l-r: Angela Blind, Dorian Plum-
ley and Earl Plumley, Dorian’s dad. (Photo via Facebook)
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By Latoya Lonelodge, Staff Reporter
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WE’RE GIV ING AWAY

Six New 2021 Mini Coopers
ONE AT EACH LOCATION

Sunday, February 14th, 9 PMjackpots2
0
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LuckyStarCasino.org

Bigger. Closer.
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WE’RE GIV ING AWAY

Six New 2021 Mini Coopers
ONE AT EACH LOCATION

Sunday, February 14th, 9 PM

Start earning entries February 1. See Players’ Club for details.

Progressive 
Saturdays

EVERY FRIDAY

10 points = 1 entry

Cash Drawings 
Every Saturday 
3 PM - 12 AMEVERY TUESDAY

14x Entries

14 points = 1 entry

 CANTON, WATONGA, 

CONCHO TRAVEL CENTER 

& HAMMON

Starting 
at

$250 cash

 CONCHO & CLINTON
$500 cashStarting 

at

LuckyStarCasino.org See Player’s Club for Details.

Promotions valid during Players’ Club hours only. Management reserves all rights to cancel or modify any or all promotions without prior notice. 
©2021 Lucky Star.

(OKLAHOMA CITY) 
The 2021 Oklahoma Leg-
islative Session will be one 
for Oklahoma Tribes and 
tribal citizens to keep an 
eye on. The 2020 Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous 
Peoples legislation, Ida’s 
Law, will be re-introduced 
by Oklahoma Republican 
Senator Paul Rosino, Sen-
ate District 45. District 45 
includes Canadian, Cleve-
land and Oklahoma Coun-
ties.

To recap, Ida’s 
Law is named af-
ter Cheyenne Arap-
aho tribal citizen 
Ida Joann Beard, 
who went missing 
from El Reno, Okla. 
in Canadian County 
in June 2015. Her 
case is an unresolved 
cold case.  

The bill, first in-
troduced in 2020 by 
Rep. Micky Dollins 
(D), was created to 
establish a Tribal 
Liaison within the 
Oklahoma State 
Bureau of Investi-
gation (OSBI) to 

assist with the difficulties 
in cases regarding juris-
dictional issues and other 
obstacles surrounding in-
vestigating cold cases of 
Native American victims.

Dollens filed a request 
for an interim study to 
examine how cases of 
missing or murdered In-
digenous women are being 
handled to ensure, in spite 
of complicated jurisdic-
tional issues, cases do not 

fall through the cracks. 
The study also looked at 
creating a new statewide 
database on missing and 
murdered Indigenous 
women.

“It’s important to ac-
knowledge the root cause 
of MMIP, Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous 
People goes back to colo-
nization, assimilation and 
legislation proposed by the 
federal government over a 
century ago that was de-
signed to undermine Tribal 
Sovereignty, especially the 
Matriarch,” Dollens stated 
last year.

Oklahoma is one of 
many states with a high 
rate of missing or mur-
dered Native American 
women, according to a 
report from the Urban In-
dian Health Institute. But 
due to a wide- spread lack 
of comprehensive date, 
the report doesn’t show 
a complete picture of the 
epidemic. Overall, more 
than 1.5 million American 
Indian and Alaska Native 
women have experienced 

violence in their lifetime, 
which contributes to the 
epidemic of missing and 
murdered indigenous 
women and girls, accord-
ing to the study.

Native American wom-
en living on reservations 
are murdered at alarmingly 
high rates. In some coun-
ties, the number is more 
than 10 times the national 
average, according to the 
Department of Justice. 

Nationwide, murder is 
the third-leading cause of 
death for Indigenous wom-
en. Thousands more face 
the threat of violence and 
assault. Eighty-four per-
cent of American Indian 
women and Alaska Native 
women have experienced 
violence in their lifetime, 
according to a 2016 report 
from the National Institute 
of Justice. Of that group, 
more than half experi-
enced sexual violence. The 
fact that Native women 
and girls have been going 
missing across the United 
States and Canada at an 
alarming rate isn’t new. 

What is new is the fact this 
epidemic is now being ad- 
dressed on the state and 
federal levels. 

Senator John Mont-
gomery also filed the law 
as backup to ensure the bill 
would be have a chance 
to go through the process 
to become law, with Sen-
ator Rosino being the pri-
mary lawmaker on the bill. 

Oklahoma House Rep-
resentative Daniel Pae, 
House District 62, Law-

ton Okla., will also re-
introduce his Missing & 
Murdered Indigenous Peo-
ples legislation, formerly 
named “Red Alert.” The 
legislation will be renamed 
“Aubrey Alert” after Au-
brey Damron, a Cherokee 
Nation citizen who went 
missing from Grove, Okla.

The first regular ses-
sion of the 58th Oklahoma 
Legislature convenes at 
12 p.m. Monday, Feb. 1, 
2021.

Missing & Murdered Indigenous 
Peoples Legislation, Ida’s Law, to 
be Reintroduced in 2021 Oklahoma 
Legislative Session

Ida’s Law is named after Chey-
enne and Arapaho citizen Ida 
Beard, who went missing from El 
Reno, Okla. in June 2015. Her case 
remains unsolved.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ Gov. Reggie Wassana (l) 
is pictured with Oklahoma Republican Representative Paul 
Rosino in 2020. (Courtesy photo)


