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Monday, November 1 
 

8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. 
Post Oak A 
 

Breakout: Data Coordinator Working Session 
 

8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. 
Post Oak Ballroom  

WORKSHOP: Clinical BPD Programs and Their Development, Evolution, and Maturation 
Christopher Baker, Anna Dierenfeld, Robert DiGeronimo, Kate Gibbs, Melissa House, Jonathan Ida, 
Matthew Kielt, Megan Lagoski, Winston Manimtim, Karna Murthy, Leif Nelin, Rebekah Pok, Erica 
Wymore 
 

9:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. 
Greenway B 
 

WORKSHOP: “There's No Place Like Home” -- Improving NICU Discharge Education and 
Preparation 
Malathi Balasundaram, Kari McCallie 
 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Greenway A 
 

Focus Group & QI Fair 
Your chance to talk to ALL the CHNC Focus Group and QI Leaders in one place! 
 

10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Museum Park 
 

New Member Social 
If you are new to CHNC, join us for morning coffee. 
 

11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 
The Landing 
 

Networking Lunch 
 
 

12:15 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Post Oak Ballroom 

Welcome & State of the CHNC 
Jacquelyn Evans, Theresa Grover, Anthony Piazza 
 

1:00 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. 
 

CHNC CIQI Updates  
Beverly Brozanski, Eugenia Pallotto, Anthony Piazza, Aaron Rose 
 

1:45 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
 

Inter-center Variability for Age at Successful Extubation in Infants with CDH 
Nicolas Porta 
 

2:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. 
 

The Equipoise and Status of the Gastroschisis Outcomes of Delivery Study 
Amy Wagner 
 

2:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Preterm Human Milk Microbiota in VLBW Infants 
Elena Itriago 
 

3:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Networking Break 
 

3:30 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. 
Post Oak Ballroom 

Incorporating Anti-Racism in the NICU via Quality Improvement & Research 
Diana Montoya-Williams 
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Monday, November 1 (continued) 
  
4:15 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. 
 

Poster Symposium: 
Elevation of the Neonatal Sequential Organ Failure Assessment Score is Associated 
with Increased Mortality and Need for Surgery in Preterm Infants with Necrotizing 
Enterocolitis – Angela Lewis 
 
Enteral Tube Feeding at NICU Discharge: a Comparison of Complications – Sarah Keene 
 
Improving Outcomes and Reducing Avoidable NICU Utilization and Risk Through 
Evidence Based Feeding Strategies in VLBW Infants – Julie Gooding, James Jones 
 
The Impact of Early Trach on ND Outcome of Infants with sBPD Exposed to Postnatal 
Steroids – Amjad Taha 
 
NG Tube Feeding Safety: Breakthrough to Zero Harm! – Rachel Ponzek  
 
Pulmonary Severity Score as a Measure of Sepsis–Induced Acute Lung Injury in 
Preterm Infants – Megan Tucker 
 
Real–Time Echocardiography to Facilitate Decannulation of Neonates from VA ECMO 
– Sharada Gowda 
 
Telemedicine in Neonatology: Current Status and Future – Abeer Azzuqa 
 
Ultrasound–guided Placement of Peripheral Arterial Lines in NICU Patients Improves 
Placement Success Rates – Kyong-Soon Lee 
 
Use of Electronic Health Record to Optimize Neonatal Sepsis Score for Mortality 
Prediction – Ameena Husain 

 
5:30 p.m. – 7:45 p.m. 
Constellation 
Ballroom (Posters) 
 
Pool Terrace 
(Reception) 
 

Reception and Poster Session 
Supported by an Educational Grant from Reckitt | Mead Johnson 
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Tuesday, November 2 
 

7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 
The Landing 
 

Continental Breakfast Available 
 
 

7:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. 
Post Oak A  
 

Breakout: CHNC Data Coordinators EPIC Users 
 

7:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. 
Museum Park 
 

Breakout: CHNC Data Coordinators Cerner Users 
 

7:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. 
Greenway A 
 

Breakout: TECaN & Academic Leader Networking 
 

7:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. 
Greenway B 
 

Breakout: CHNC Compare Reports 
 

9:00 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. 
Post Oak Ballroom 
 

Day Two Opening Remarks 
 

9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
 

The Audacity to Believe in a World without NEC 
Jennifer Canvasser 
 

10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 
 

Perinatal Mood & Anxiety Screening (PMAD) in the NICU and ED 
Sofia Perazzo, Lamia Soghier 
 

10:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Networking Break 
 

10:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
 

Necrotizing Enterocolitis – A Genetic Disease? The SIGIRR Story 
Venkatesh Sampath 
 

11:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. 
 

Does Initial Surgery for SIP Affect Outcomes? 
Amy Hair 
 

11:45 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. 
The Landing 
 

Networking Lunch 
 
 

1:15 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
 

Genomics Strategies to Improve Care in Level IV NICUs 
Luca Brunelli 
 

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

CHNC Focus Group Updates – Part I 
 

3:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
 

Awards, Recognition & Group Photo 
 

3:30 p.m. – 3:40 p.m. 
 

Day Two: Closing Remarks 
 

3:45 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Constellation 
Ballroom & Pool 
Terrace 

CHNC Reception and Poster Session 
Sponsored by an Educational Grant from Medtronic 
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Wednesday, November 3 
 

7:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 
The Landing 
 

Continental Breakfast 
 

8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 
Greenway A 
 

Breakout: CHNC Data Coordinators VON & CPQCC 
 

9:30 a.m. – 9:35 a.m. 
Post Oak Ballroom  
 

Day Three Opening Remarks 
 

9:35 a.m. – 10:35 a.m. 
 

CHNC Focus Group Updates – Part II 
 

10:35 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. 
 

Closing Remarks 
 

11:00 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. 
Greenway A 
 

WORKSHOP: Optimizing Continuity of Care for Complex Patients 
Amy Schlegel, Ruth Seabrook 
 

11:00 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. 
Greenway B 
 

WORKSHOP: Quality Improvement (QI) Basics 101: The Fundamentals for Change 
Melissa Duran, Roopali Bapat 
 

11:00 a.m. – 12:45. pm. 
Post Oak A  

WORKSHOP: Cultivating Psychological Safety in the NICU: Activating Humanness to Advance 
Excellence 
Beverly Brozanski, Joan Smith, Luke Viehl 
 

12:00 p.m.– 2:00 p.m. 
The Landing 
 

Networking Lunch 
 
 

1:15 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Post Oak A  

WORKSHOP: Building Bridges: From the Ground Up - Teambuilding in the NICU from the City 
of Bridges 
Sheila Vasbinder 
 

1:15 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
Greenway B 
 

WORKSHOP: NICU Quality Improvement – Moving Beyond Clinical Guidelines 
Roopali Bapat, Beverly Brozanski, Eugenia Pallotto, Anthony Piazza 
 
 

1:15 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Greenway A 
 

WORKSHOP: Life-Limiting Diagnoses in Level IV NICUs: Communication w/ Families Facing 
Complex Decision-Making 
Amy Schlegel 
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Faculty
 
Christopher Baker, MD 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics - Pulmonary Medicine 
University of Colorado, Ancshutz Medical Campus 
Children’s Hospital Colorado 
 
Malathi Balasundaram, MD 
Clinical Associate Professor of Pediatrics 
Stanford University 
Lucile Packard Children's Hospital  
 
Roopali Bapat, MD, FAAP 
Director of Quality Improvement for Neonatal Network 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
Ohio State University Medical Center 
 
Beverly Brozanski, MD, CPHQ 
Professor of Pediatrics 
Vice Chair of Quality and Safety 
Washington University School of Medicine 
Vice President of Pediatric Quality and Patient Safety 
St. Louis Children's Hospital 
CHNC CIQI Co-Lead 
 
Luca Brunelli, MD, PHD 
Professor of Pediatrics 
Director, Neonatal Genomics Program  
Division of Neonatology  
University of Utah Health 
 
Jennifer Canvasser, MSW 
Founder and Director  
NEC Society 
 
Anna Dierenfeld, CPN-PC 
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner 
Children’s Hospital Colorado 
 
Robert DiGeronimo, MD 
Professor of Pediatrics 
UW Medicine 
Medical Director, NICU 
Seattle Children's Hospital 
 
Melissa Duran, MSN, CRNP, NNP-BC 
Lead Surgical Nurse Practitioner 
The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
 
Jacquelyn Evans, MD 
Executive Director 
Children's Hospitals Neonatal Consortium 
 
 

 
Kate Gibbs, MD 
Associate Professor of Clinical Pediatrics 
Perelman School of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania 
Medical Director of the Newborn and Infant Chronic Lung 
Disease Program  
Associate Medical Director of the Newborn/Infant Intensive 
Care Unit 
The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
 
Theresa Grover, MD, MAS 
Professor of Pediatrics 
University of Colorado, Ancshutz Medical Campus 
Colorado Children’s Hospital 
Medical Director, NICU 
Children’s Hospital Colorado 
Research Chair, CHNC 
 
Amy Hair, MD 
Program Director of NICU Intestinal Rehabilitation Team, 
Texas Children's Hospital 
Assistant Professor Pediatrics, Neonatology,  
Baylor College of Medicine 
 
Melissa House, MD 
Attending Neonatologist, Neonatology and Pulmonary Biology 
Assistant Professor, University of Cincinnati Department of 
Pediatrics 
Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center 
 
Jonathan Ida, MD, MBA, FACS, FAAP 
Attending Physician, Otorhinolaryngology-Head &  
Neck Surgery  
Medical Director, Speech and Language Services; 
Vice Chair of Procedural Services, Department of Surgery;  
Assistant Professor of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, 
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine 
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago 
 
Elena Itriago, MD 
Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine Fellow 
Baylor College of Medicine 
Texas Children’s Hospital, Section of Neonatology 
 
Matthew Kielt, MD 
Assistant Professor of Clinical Pediatrics 
The Ohio State University College of Medicine 
Attending Neonatologist 
Nationwide Children's Hospital 
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Faculty (continued)
 
Megan Lagoski, MD 
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics (Neonatology) 
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine 
Medical Director, Bronchopulmonary Dysplasia Program  
Attending Physician, Neonatology 
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital  
of Chicago 
 
Winston Manimtim, MD, FAAP 
Professor of Pediatrics, University of Missouri-Kansas City 
School of Medicine 
Neonatologist; Director, Liberty Hospital Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit (NICU)  
Director, Neonatal Outpatient Services 
Medical Director, Infant Tracheostomy & Home Ventilator 
Program  
The Children's Mercy Hospital 
 
Kari McCallie, MD 
Clinical Associate Professor 
Division of Neonatology 
Stanford University School of Medicine 
Attending Neonatologist 
Epic Physician Builder 
El Camino Hospital 
 
Diana Montoya-Williams, MD 
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics,  
University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine 
The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
Attending Neonatologist,  
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
 
Karna Murthy, MD, MSc 
Professor of Pediatrics (Neonatology) 
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine 
Attending Physician, Neonatology 
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital  
of Chicago 
CHNC Chair, Board of Directors 
 
Leif Nelin, MD 
Dean Jeffers Endowed Chair in Neonatology 
Professor of Pediatrics,The Ohio State University College of 
Medicine 
Division Chief of Neonatology 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital  

 
Eugenia Pallotto, MD, MSCE 
Professor of Pediatrics 
Division Chief of Neonatology 
Atrium Health Levine Children's Hospital 
CHNC CIQI Co-Lead 
 
Sofia Perazzo, MD 
Program Lead, Neonatology 
Children's National Hospital 
 
Anthony Piazza, MD 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics 
Emory University Division of Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine 
Medical Director Neonatal Services Children's Healthcare 
of Atlanta at Egleston 
CHNC CIQI Co-Lead, Symposia Co-Lead 
 
Rebekah Pok 
NICU Parent, Dallas, TX 
 
Nicolas Porta, MD 
Attending Physician, Neonatology 
Co-Director, Pulmonary Hypertension Program;  
Associate Director, Lurie Children’s NICU 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics (Neonatology), 
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine 
 
Kristina Reber, MD 
Professor of Pediatrics, Baylor College of Medicine 
Chief, Division of Neonatology 
Texas Children's Hospital 
CHNCCo- Lead, Symposia 
 
Aaron Rose, MBA, CPHQ 
QI Program Manager 
Children’s Hospitals Neonatal Consortium 
 
Venkatesh Sampath, MD, MRCPCh 
Professor of Pediatrics, University of Missouri  
at Kansas City 
Sosland Chair in Neonatal Research 
Director, Neonatal Diseases Research Program 
Division of Neonatology, Children/s Mercy Kansas City 
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Faculty (continued)
 
Amy Schlegel, MD 
Assistant Professor of Clinical Pediatrics, Division of 
Neonatology, & The Ohio State College  
of Medicine 
Medical Director, C4B&C Neonatal Intensive Care Units 
Director, Perinatal Palliative Care Team 
Nationwide Children's Hospital  
 
Ruth Seabrook, MD 
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics- Neonatology 
Nationwide Children's Hospital and The Ohio State 
University College of Medicine 
Medical Director, Fetal Medicine Clinic  
Medical Director,Neonatal ECMO Program 
Co-chair, Ohio Fetal Medicine Collaborative 
 
Joan Smith, PhD, RN, NNP-BC, FAAN 
Director Quality, Safety & Practice Excellence 
St. Louis Children's Hospital 
 
Sheila Vasbinder, MSN, MBA, NEA-BC, RN 
Unit Director | Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh 

 
Luke Viehl, MD 
NICU Fellow 
St. Louis Children's Hospital 
 
Amy Wagner, MD  
Professor of Surgery 
Medical College of Wisconsin 
Section Chief, Division of Pediatric Surgery 
Children's Wisconsin 
 
Erica Wymore, MD 
Assistant Professor Pediatrics 
University of Colorado, Anschutz Medical Campus 
Attending Neonatologist 
Children’s Hospital Colorado 
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CONTINUING EDUCATION 
 
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the accreditation requirements and policies of the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint providership of Connecticut Children’s and 
CHNC. Connecticut Children’s is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians.  
 

 
 
 
Continuing education Nursing Contact Hours are being provided by Abbott Nutrition Health Institute.  
Abbott Nutrition Health Institute is approved by the California Board of Registered Nursing, Provider #CEP 11213. 
 

 
 

EVENT HOST 
 
Thank you to our generous host and CHNC Member Hospital, Texas Children’s Hospital | Baylor College of Medicine 
 

                 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
 
Texas Children’s Hospital Volunteers 
Felicia Wooten, Danie Freeman, Yvette Lopez, Anne Debuyserie, Lakshmi Katakam 
 
Symposium Planning Committee Co-chairs 
Anthony Piazza, Children’s Hospital of Atlanta & Kristina Reber, Texas Children’s Hospital 
 
CHNC Staff  
Jackie Evans, Kelli Johnson, John Mallett, Aaron Rose 
 

COVID GUIDELINES 
 
To help protect conference attendees, and those we care for, we ask your assistance with the following Covid guidance: Masks 
will be required during all indoor sessions. For meals, additional spacing will be provided for indoor and outdoor eating areas, 
weather permitting. 

The poster session and receptions will be divided into two groups to provide additional distancing. Please follow instructions 
on signage for entry.  
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Commercial Support 
 

The following companies provided commercial support to the 
2021 CHNC annual Symposium 

 
 
EXHIBITORS    EDUCATIONAL GRANT SUPPORT 
 
BridgeBio    Platinum Sponsors 
Centogene          Medtronic (Tuesday Evening Reception) 
Chiesi      Reckitt | Mead Johnson (Monday Evening Reception) 
Etiometry     
Gerber     Gold Sponsor    
InnaraHealth     Vapotherm (BPD Workshop) 
Medtronic      
Nestle     Silver Sponsors 
Ni-Q      Aerogen Pharma 
Nicolette     Abbott Nutrition 
Novonate 
Nutricia 
Prolacta 
Reckitt | Mead Johnson 
Registry Partners 
SOBI 
Vapotherm 
Vero Biotech 
 


