
Rangitāne o Wairarapa Inc Submission to Water Services Entities Bill 

 

The origins of Rangitāne stem back to the arrival of the Kurahaupō waka on the Mahia Peninsula at Nukutaurua 

between 25-30 generations ago. Our primary tīpuna of descent is Whātonga. He and his descendants, settled on 

the coastline landward of Cape Kidnappers, where he built a house called Heretaunga that became the name for 

the entire Hastings/Napier area. The Wairarapa region comprises the eastern side of the Remutaka and Tararua 

Ranges and the area south of Tamaki Nui-ā-Rua to the southern coast at Palliser Bay and Cape Palliser.  

 

Rangitāne o Wairarapa also acknowledge our whakapapa as descendants of Ranginui and Papatūānuku. Our atua 

mātua were separated by their tamariki and have mourned for each other ever since. This is their gift to us, Te 

Hurihanga Wai. This is the cycle of water as we know today and, in all forms, Wai is a taonga. Led by our people, 

we as humanity need to return our Wai to tūhauora (good health). The spiritual connections we have to our rivers, 

such as Ruāmahanga, are immeasurable. A notable example of this is from the writings of Whatahoro Jury: 

 

Ko Waiōhine ko Ruamāhanga ēnei e wairua tipu mai i Tararua maunga e oranga e te iwi.  

These are Waiōhine and Ruamāhanga. They are like mother's milk flowing out of the Tararua mountains 

for the prosperity of the people.  

 

Nā Whatahoro Jury 1841-1923 

 

All life comes from Wai and it is only through water that our life can survive. When our Wai is suffering, we as a 

people will suffer. When you look at the descendants of Rangitāne o Wairarapa and the impacts colonisation has 

had on our awa, our people, you can clearly see the detrimental effects. Within Te Ao Māori wai is a taonga to be 

cared for as the intrinsic link to our waters. 

 

“It goes without saying therefore, that at the absolute minimum for us; all elements are 

inseparable as without one or the other, we will not function the way that we are supposed 

to. By way of example, if you were to pollute one of our awa as it has been in the past, you 

will see a direct impact on our people due to the role that our awa plays in our world, ‘ki te 

ora te wai, ka ora te whenua, ka ora te tangata’ meaning, ‘if the water is healthy, the land 

and the people will be nourished’. Thus if the water is not healthy, then the land and the 

people will be deprived.”  

 

Statement of Evidence of Michael Ian Joseph Kawana on Behalf of Rangitāne Tū-Mai-Rā 

Trust and Rangitāne o Wairarapa. 2017. 

 

This kōrero is also supported by many of our whakatauki but one is outlined below: 

 

He puna manawa, he manawa whenua! An eternal spring of water, unfailing 
He manawa whenua, he manawa ora! An eternal spring supports life 
He manawa whenua, he manawa tū! An eternal spring supports longevity 
He manawa whenua, he manawa tangata! An eternal spring supports eternal well-being 

 

  



Our submission summary 

 

We agree that the status quo cannot continue and support the bill to provide healthier water to our people. We 

support the changes and legislation that calls for working early with tangata whenua, hapū and iwi. As well as 

incorporating mātauranga Māori and giving effect to Te Mana o te Wai.  

 

There are multiple parts of this bill that look to remove or diminish our voice and our autonomy from the 

conversations around our taonga, Wai.  

 

Whilst Rangitāne congratulates Crown for recognizing and acknowledging Te Tiriti o Waitangi, it is our assertion 

that the Crown must go further than “give effect to the principles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi/Treaty of Waitangi”. 

Rather, the crown you must aim to honour Te Tiriti o Waitangi.  

 

This proposal and act is not co-governance and removes our tino rangatiratanga as Rangitāne o Wairarapa from 

the conversation about the taonga that is Wai. The Regional Representative group is not a co-governance 

arrangement. The iwi Entity C, a group of over 40+ individual iwi, have their voices reduced to 6 positions. This 

removes our voice from the Governance and management space. Also within the regional representative group 

are discussions about ‘consensus’ and for us that is not valid. We believe that the crown has an obligation to listen 

to and honour each of the voice of the iwi, not through consensus and not by determining six people represent 

40+ iwi.  

 

The regional representative group, board appointment committee and board will all have to ensure that their 

environments are culturally safe and inclusive. These types of committees and boards are often unsafe for Māori 

individuals to participate in.  

 

There is no detail within the bill about the protection of Māori Data Sovereignty at all levels. If mātauranga is 

shared, through Te Mana o te Wai statements, then this mātauranga must be protected. It is the obligation of the 

crown, and any entity they delegate responsibilities to, uphold the protection of our mātauranga and honour te 

Tiriti o Waitangi. 

 

We also believe that water supplies on Marae and papakāinga should be governed, managed and operated by our 

people. This is our whenua and as per te Tiriti o Waitangi we have tino rangatiratanga over our whenua, our wai 

and our people.  

 

We also support ngā iwi o Te Tauihu o Te Waka a Māui - Ngāti Apa ki te Rā Tō, Ngāti Koata, Ngāti Kuia, Ngāti Rārua, 

Ngāti Tama ki Te Tau Ihu, Ngāti Toa Rangatira, Rangitāne o Wairau, Te Ātiawa o Te Waka-a-Māui, together with 

Tasman District Council, Nelson City Council, and Marlborough District Council collective voice submission asking 

to be represented in Entity D.  

 

  



Detail of the Bill and our comments 

Please note this section goes through the sections and our suggestions and comments. 

 

Section Explanatory note 

Bill talks to: “Crown monitoring and intervention” 

 

Comment: Iwi, as the Crown’s partner should be able to call a Crown intervention and monitoring if they believe 

that the health of our waterways and people are at risk.  

 

Part 1: 4 (1) (a) 

Says within the bill: “must give effect to the principles of te Tiriti o Waitangi/the Treaty of Waitangi…” 

 

Comment: The principles are not enough. The crown as an obligation to uphold te Tiriti o Waitangi. The Water 

Entities Bill should not compromise, disadvantage or otherwise inhibit or limit any customary rights, any aboriginal 

title rights or any rights arising under Te Tiriti o Waitangi in respect of water bodies. 

 

Part 2 Section 11 

The Bill says: “(d) operate in accordance with best commercial and business practices”. 

 

Comment: We believe that it is not in the best interests of our people and Aotearoa to have commercial and 

business practices in an entity that should be focused on the health of our waters and our people. We 

acknowledge that funds need to be used efficiently and effectively. However commercial and business values have 

always been prioritised above the environmental impacts and the health of our people.  

 

The Bill says: “(f) deliver water services in a sustainable and resilient manner that seeks to mitigate the effects of 

climate change and natural hazards.” 

 

Comment: Climate Change should be prioritised above most of the other bullet points. This says that climate 

change is an afterthought.  

 

Part 2 Subpart 3 

“Minister’s role 

The role of the Minister is to oversee and manage the Crown’s interests in, and relationship with, the water 

services entities, and— 

(a) to issue a Government policy statement on water services under section 129: 

(b) to appoint a Crown review team to perform functions under section 175 in relation to a water services entity 

in the circumstances described in that section: 

(c) to appoint a Crown observer to perform functions under section 177 in relation to a water services entity in 

the circumstances described in that section: 

(d) to appoint a Crown manager to perform functions under section 179 in relation to a water services entity in 

the circumstances described in that section: 

(e) to perform or exercise any other duties, functions, or powers the Minister has, in respect of the entities, under 

legislation.” 

 



Comment: Minister’s role should be to support Te Mana o Te Wai goals and ensure entities are upholding te Tiriti 

o Waitangi.  

 

Part 2 Subpart 4 

The Bill says: “the regional representative group to consist of no fewer than 12, and no more than 14, regional 

representatives, and an equal number of territorial authority representatives and mana whenua representatives” 

 

Comment: This is not co-Governance and does not allow us as tangata whenua to provide our voice on the Water 

Service Entities. Rangitāne o Wairarapa are part of Entity C and alongside 44 – 55 other iwi. This does not even 

include a full list of hapū. Consolidating mana whenua representation to 6 or 7 risks diminishing some voices which 

as per te Tiriti o Waitangi we are to have tino rangatiratanga over our respective taonga, water. Māori rights and 

interests has been an issue for Māori since the last reform of the resource management legislation in 1991. 

Waitangi Tribunal has found that Māori have a proprietary interest in freshwater, therefore in relation to Water 

Entities bill Māori rights and interests should be recognised. 

 

The same section also says: “by consensus if consensus can be reached by regional representatives taking all 

reasonably practicable steps to reach consensus in accordance with a procedure, and within a time frame, 

specified in the constitution;” and “in any other case, by 75% of the regional representatives present and voting.” 

 

Comment: When the crown has chosen to put our iwi into the entity c grouping with 40+ other iwi, our voice, 
kaupapa and opinion of our people will be compromised if we do not agree with the majority. We at Rangitāne o 
Wairarapa were almost erased from our whenua by the Crown forcing our region to select one iwi. Our tipuna, 
our whakapapa and our voice will not be silenced again. The Crown has indicated it intends to adopt an “inclusive 
approach” to the role of Māori in the Resource Management system, this should apply to the Water Entities Bill. 
 

Consensus is not how we work in te ao Māori, we do not do things by consensus and forcing us to do so is 

diminishing our mana. Having legislation like this means that those that can take issue with something are always 

treated as ‘outsiders” and can be overridden is harmful and generates lateral violence within the iwi community.  

 

Part 2 Subpart 5 

The Bill says: Mana whenua whose rohe or takiwā is within the service area of a water services entity may appoint 

mana whenua representatives to a regional advisory panel in accordance with section 45(2) and the constitution. 
 

Comment: This will be challenging given the number of mana whenua in one regional rohe, however if the process 

is clear and robust, and ample time is provided this is do-able. 
 

Part 2 Section 12 

Bill says: “Functions of water services entities 

The functions of each water services entity are— 

to provide safe, reliable, and efficient water services in its area; and 

any functions that are incidental and related to, or consequential on, its functions set out in paragraph (a).” 

 

Comment: A function to provide sustainable solutions that will help to mitigate the effects of climate change and 

to provide healthy water for future generations to come must also be included. 

 



Clauses 75 to 79 

Bill imposes individual duties on board members, including duties—  

not to contravene, or cause the contravention of, or agree to the entity contravening, relevant legislation: 

to act with honesty and integrity:  

to act in good faith and not at the expense of the entity’s interests:  

to act with reasonable care, diligence, and skill:  

to comply with requirements relating to the disclosure of information. “ 

 

Comment: A further clause should be included requiring individuals to have a duty to “provide a safe place for 

other colleagues no matter people’s gender (or lack thereof), sexual orientation, disability, physical appearance, 

work experience, body size, race, religion (or lack thereof) and socioeconomic status.”. 

 

Clause 142 

Bill says: “Clause 142 requires the board of a water services entity to publish its response to a Te Mana o te Wai 

statement for water services as soon as practicable after issuing the response and, in any event, within 2 years 

after receiving the statement to which the response relates. “ 

 

Comment: It is unreasonable to have no response from an Entity Board within 2 years. We believe there should 

be an interim response within 6 months that will highlight what in the plan can be delivered straight away and the 

delivery of a full plan within 2 years. Our waterways are being destroyed now and we need certainty and 

confidence that these entities are supporting Infrastructure to protect our waterways and are not degrading them 

any further, while also ensuring they’re providing healthy water for our whānau.  


