
Benchmarks: K-Days 2023 Design Competition 

Hey Edmonton, we want you to design a piece of K-Days! 

Explore Edmonton Corporation, in partnership with MADE, is hosting the first-ever K-Days 2023 design 
competition, aimed at bringing more local design and art to Edmonton’s Fairgrounds.  

In this, the inaugural year for the design competition, we’re looking for inspiring designs for distinctive 
seating or benches to add to the historied fabric of K-Days. The awarded design concept will receive a 
$25,000 cash prize, and up to $100,000 for production and fabrication of the furniture, which will be 
installed and ready for admiration, and maybe an IG post or two, at Edmonton’s fairgrounds in summer 
2023.   

When you’re in the business of making memories, it’s functional art pieces for the win! Help us spread the 
word: If you or someone you know dabbles in construction or industrial design, register below to access 
the full competition guidelines and to learn more about Benchmarks: K-Days 2023 Design Competition. 
We cannot wait to see your design ideas!  

COMPETITION DETAILS 

Introduction 

Explore Edmonton Corporation (“Explore Edmonton”) in partnership with MADE is hosting the K-Days 2023 
Design Competition (the “Competition”) in order to seek inspiring designs for unique street furniture at its 
annual K-Days fair and exhibition (“K-Days”) based on the theme of “Reimagining K-Days: Celebrating 
Summer in Our City.”   

Eligibility 

The Competition is open to Alberta-based designers and artists who have reached the age of majority at 
the time of entry, with the exception of employees or volunteers of Explore Edmonton or the City of 
Edmonton, related and affiliated companies, subsidiaries, departments or agencies, franchisees, suppliers, 
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advertising and promotional agencies, Competition administrators, and any other parties engaged in the 
development, production or distribution of Competition materials, and those living in the same household. 
By participating in this Competition and submitting an entry (a “Submission”) for the design of street 
furniture for K-Days (“Furniture”), Competition entrants (“Participants”) acknowledge compliance with, 
and agree to be bound by, these Competition Rules. Participants who do not comply with any of these 
Competition Rules are subject to disqualification by Explore Edmonton, in Explore Edmonton’s sole 
discretion. No purchase or entry fee necessary.    

Prizes 

A maximum of three (3) cash prizes will be awarded as follows: 
• The first place winning Participant will receive a cash prize of $25,000
• Each of the two Runners Up will receive a cash prize of $2,500

In addition, the first place winning Participant (and, at Explore Edmonton’s sole discretion, either or both of 
the runners up) will have the opportunity to enter into negotiations with Explore Edmonton for a contract 
to commission the supply and fabrication of their design at K-Days based on their winning submission.  
All eligible entries that meet the requirements of these competition rules will be acknowledged or featured 
on the K-Day’s Design Competition webpage at k-days.com/get-involved/k-days-design-competition, as 
well as an exhibition during K-Days.   

Winner Announcement 

The first place winning Participant and two runners up will be announced on May 1, 2023 or such later date 
as determined by Explore Edmonton in its sole discretion.  

Submission Requirements 

How to Enter 
• Submissions are to be uploaded through the unique link provided via email to Registrant(s) by 
11:59PM MT on April 3, 2023.

• Submission format:
o PDF document, no more than 10 pages
o File size limit: 20MB maximum
o The submission should include links to any online work (e.g. website, Instagram, YouTube,
Vimeo, etc.)
o File naming convention: surname_initial_Entrytitle.pdf (e.g. smith_m_Chair.pdf)



o The PDF document should include a cover page with a bio or brief description of the
Participant along with a description of the submission.

Mandatory Requirements  
Submissions and the furniture designs included therein must meet the following mandatory requirements: 

• The furniture must be safe, durable and resilient
• The furniture must be easily movable and transportable
• The furniture must be able to be fabricated and ready for use by July 14, 2023
• The furniture shall be able to incorporate a QR code that will link to information about the art 

piece itself, and about the K-Days 2023 Design Competition.
• The submission must include a detailed proposal on the method of fabrication and 

estimated production cost for the furniture
• The submission must not contain any content that depicts explicit sexuality, or that is 

harmful, threatening, abusive, harassing, tortious, defamatory, vulgar, obscene, libelous, or is 
hatefully, racially ethnically, or otherwise offensive or objectionable, as determined by 
Explore Edmonton in its sole discretion

• The submission must not infringe the intellectual property rights, or defame or invade the 
publicity or privacy rights, of any third party, living or deceased 

• The quantity of items produced will depend on the submitted fabrication plan; the proposed cost 
of individual items can be determined by each entrant in their submission. (ie: With total 
fabrication expense not to exceed $100,000, 20 benches may be produced at a cost of $5,000 
each, or 100 benches at $1,000 each). 

Additional Considerations  
In addition, submissions may be assessed based on whether the furniture: 

• Is functional for K-Days patrons of all ages and all levels of mobility
• Utilizes locally/readily available and sustainable materials. Stay tuned for a local recyclable
product that can be incorporated into the design!
• Potentially stackable for minimal storage requirements

Evaluation 

Submissions shall be holistically evaluated by an evaluation committee composed of representatives of 
Explore Edmonton and the Alberta design industry, who will then make a recommendation to Explore 
Edmonton for final approval in relation to the first place winning Participant and two Runners Up.  The 
evaluation will be based on the submission requirements set forth above and the designer’s or artist’s:  

• interpretation of the theme of “Reimagining K-Days: Celebrating Summer in Our City”; and 
• overall design and innovation



Reservation of Rights 

The Competition is not a tender and does not commit Explore Edmonton in any way to proceed to award 
any prizes for any submissions or to engage in any stages of a competitive procurement process for the 
furniture.    

Explore Edmonton reserves the complete right to, at any time: 
• reject all submissions and to terminate the Competition
• cancel, suspend or modify the Competition at any time
• amend any of the Competition Rules at any time by publishing updated Competition Rules on the 
Competition website
• reject any Submission it considers, in its sole and unfettered discretion, to be non-compliant with 
the Competition Rules or contain inappropriate content
• terminate the participation of a Participant (or their team) in the Competition for breach of these 
Competition Rules or for bringing into disrepute Explore Edmonton, the City of Edmonton, or any of
their affiliates

Explore Edmonton may, but is not obligated to, communicate amendments to these Competition Rules by 
email to the email addresses provided by the Participants who have offered their submission in accordance 
with these Competition Rules. Participants should check the competition website and these rules regularly 
for any amendments.  

Intellectual Property 

All Explore Edmonton intellectual property, including but not limited to trademarks, logos, designs, 
promotional materials, web pages, source codes, images, drawings, illustrations, slogans and 
representations relating to Explore Edmonton, K-Days and this Design Competition, are owned by Explore 
Edmonton. All rights reserved. Unauthorized copying or use of any of Explore Edmonton’s intellectual 
property without the expressed written consent of Explore Edmonton is prohibited.  

Explore Edmonton is not responsible for obtaining or verifying any intellectual property rights relating to a 
submission. Each Participant will, at the time of delivering their submission , provide details or proof of any 
registered intellectual property rights, application for registration of any intellectual property rights, 
intellectual property rights licensing arrangements or any other rights relevant to their submission.  

Each Participant grants Explore Edmonton a worldwide, irrevocable, perpetual and royalty-free license 
to use, display, publish and disseminate the submission for the purposes of the Competition.   

The projects submitted to the contest are the entrants' intellectual property, who authorize Explore 
Edmonton and K-Days to use their names and/or submissions in displays and promotion in relation to the 
competition, crediting the designer/design team in all cases where the relevant entry is mentioned. 



Withdrawal of Submissions 

A Participant may, by written request, at any time withdraw their submission from the Competition prior 
to the public announcement by Explore Edmonton of the winner of the Competition, and the license 
described herein will be terminated immediately upon receipt by Explore Edmonton of such written 
request.  

Privacy 

By offering a submission, each Participant expressly authorizes Explore Edmonton to use their personal 
information in connection with their submission for the purposes of administering the Competition. 
Explore Edmonton collects, stores, uses, handles and  
processes personal information in accordance with its privacy policy (available at  
https://exploreedmonton.com/privacy-policy) and all applicable laws and regulations.   

Limitation of Liability, Release and Indemnity 

No liability or responsibility is assumed by Explore Edmonton in connection with the participation, or 
attempted participation of each Participant in the Competition, or their ability or inability to upload or 
download any information in connection with the Competition.   

No responsibility or liability is assumed by Explore Edmonton for technical problems or technical 
malfunction arising in connection with any of the following occurrences which may affect the operation of 
the Competition: hardware or software errors; faulty computer, cable, satellite, network, electronic, 
Internet connectivity or other online or network communication problems; errors or limitations of any 
Internet service providers, servers, hosts or other providers; garbled, jumbled or faulty data transmissions; 
failure of any online transmissions to be sent or received; lost, late, delayed or intercepted transmissions; 
inaccessibility of the Explore Edmonton website in whole or in part for any reason; traffic congestion on the 
Internet or the Competition website; unauthorized human or non-human intervention of the operation of 
the Competition, including without limitation, unauthorized tampering, hacking, theft, virus, bugs, or 
worms; or loss, miscount, misdirection, inaccessibility or unavailability of an email account used in 
connection with the Competition.   

Explore Edmonton is not responsible for any printing, typographical, technical, computer, network or 
human error which may occur in the administration of the Competition, the uploading, the processing of 
Submissions, the announcement of the prizes or in any Competition-related materials. Use of the Explore 
Edmonton website is at the Participant’s own risk. Explore Edmonton is not responsible for any personal 
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injury or property damage or losses of any kind which may be sustained to the Participant’s or any other 
person’s computer or video equipment resulting from participation in the Competition.  

Explore Edmonton is not liable in the event that all or any portion of the Competition is canceled or modified 
for any reason including, without limitation, due to weather, fire, strike, acts of war or terrorism, or any 
other condition beyond Explore Edmonton’s control.  

By participating in the Competition, all Participant’s (and each individual comprising the Participant) agree: 
(i) to release Explore Edmonton, the City of Edmonton, and their departments and agencies, parent, related
and affiliated companies, subsidiaries, franchisees, advertising and promotional agencies, counsel,
marketing partners, and each of their respective directors, officers, employees, shareholders, successors,
sponsors, partners, licensees, subsidiaries, agents, artists, advisors, assignees, and all others associated 
with the administration, development and execution of the Competition (collectively, “Released Parties”)
from any and all claims, damages, losses or liabilities (collectively, “Losses”) arising from or relating to such 
Participant’s participation in the Competition;(ii) to indemnify the Released Parties for any Losses suffered
by the Released Parties relating to the Participant’s participation in the Competition including, without
limitation, any infringement of the intellectual property rights of any person by the Participant; and (iii)
under no circumstances will the Participant be permitted to obtain awards for, and the Participant hereby
waives all rights to claim, punitive, incidental, consequential, or any other damages.

Land Acknowledgement 

Explore Edmonton respectfully acknowledges that it is located within Treaty 6 territory and Métis Nation 
of Alberta Region 4. Explore Edmonton acknowledges this land as the traditional home for many Indigenous 
Peoples including the Cree, Blackfoot, Métis, Nakota Sioux, Dene, Saulteaux, Anishinaabe, Inuit and many 
others whose histories, languages, and cultures continue to influence our vibrant community.  

Governing Law 

The Competition and the Competition Rules are governed by the laws of the Province of Alberta, Canada 
and the laws of Canada to the extent applicable therein. The decisions of Explore Edmonton with respect 
to all aspects of the Competition are final and binding on all Participants without right of appeal.   

All Participants in the Competition irrevocably submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of the Courts of the 
Province of Alberta in respect of all disputes in connection with the Competition or the Competition Rules.  

Questions? 

All questions and notices in respect of this competition can be directed to Explore Edmonton as follows: 



K-Days Design Competition Planning Committee
Email: designentries@k-days.com 
Phone: 780.995.8339

Notices will be not be deemed to be received until the business day after Explore Edmonton’s receipt 
thereof.  
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