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India 3.5 t

China 9.5 t

Austria 12.8 t

Germany 13.2 t

US 23.5 t

where do we need to go ? 2 t / per capita
-> reduction of more than 90%

14.2
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Main drivers? 
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What was implemented?
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What was implemented?
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There is one thing in common…

it is all voluntary… 
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Did that help?
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NO
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Greenwashing is an umbrella term for a variety of misleading communication 
and practices that intentionally or not, induce false positive perception of an 
organisation’s environmental performance. It can be conducted by companies, 
governments, politicians, research organisations, international organisations, 
banks and NGOs too and it can range from slight exaggeration to full 
fabrications, thus there are different shades of Greenwashing. 
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review of 500 global websites: 
roughly 40% of green claims fall into category of 
greenwash



16

Why is Greenwashing so dangerous?
We were led to believe - 

“we just have to make it green and then everything will be fine” 

1. Greenwashing rewrites the narrative

2. Losing faith of consumers in green claims

3. Shrinking opportunity to achieve policy change

4. False sense of security

5. business which want to make a change are disadvantaged
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What is the problem with…
3 examples

1. Certifications/ Green Labels
2. Offsets and climate neutrality
3. Cooperations between companies and NGOs
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1. The problem with green labels:

❖ improve image of forest and ecosystem risk commodities -  
stimulating demand 

❖ Certifications are mostly dominated by industry
❖ lack of transparency and product traceability and weak 

implementation
❖ certified companies continue to be linked to forest and ecosystem 

destruction, land disputes and human rights abuses
❖ inherent weakness and limits as sanctions and penalties

Certification can not replace laws! 



19

-> for private solution? but lobby against law? 
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3. Offsets and climate neutrality
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Interesting…
81% of travelers confirm that sustainable travel is important to them 

4,46%

But: 
what percentage of passengers accepted the offsetting offered by 
a European airline between August 2019 and October 2020?



23The problem with offsets & climate 
neutrality?
❖ legitimises business as usual 

❖ Based on exploitation of the natural carbon sinks of the Global South 

❖ Justification: paying for someone else to reduce or remove carbon, while you carry 
on pumping into the atmosphere

❖ It is one of the most sophisticated, cynical and pervasive forms of greenwashing 

A one-off payment for a carbon credit does not assure the growth of trees, nor protection 
of forests from fires or industrial pressures, across the timescales that the carbon 

polluter’s emissions will linger in our shared atmosphere.  
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Climate-neutral? 
- there is no common definition
- company's carbon footprint must include Scope 1 to 3
- must be understandable and published 
- no offsetting!

why climate neutral? is there a label necessary? why not 
only “reduced”
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3. Confrontation or cooperation?
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Regulations of cooperation?

Three sectors in balance - as 

corrective and control

Civil 
Society

Economy 
/ 
Business

Politics

C = control, corrective

C

C

C
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Private initiative 
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In the meantime…
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Do we need regulations for a better 
world?

the time of voluntarism is over!

for what do we use our financial resources? 
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Current legislations on the way…

● FERC

● Green Claims

● Ecodesign regulations

● Sustainable Supply chains initiative (Lieferkettengesetz)

● Repowering Consumer Transition Initiative

● …..
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Real solutions

❖ laws
❖ proper law enforcement
❖ mind shift in civil society
❖ new business models focus on repair, reuse, 

swap etc.
❖ change of core business to sustainability
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THANK YOU


