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150th 
Anniversary 
Invitation

On December 12th, 2025, Grace Episcopal 
Church of Saint Helena, California, will 
celebrate its 150th Anniversary as a living 

community of faith. In honor of the many saints who 
have gone before us and in anticipation of the many 
saints to come, we humbly invite you to join us in this 
longstanding legacy of faith as a founding member of 
the Sustaining Grace Society. 

Throughout the Holy 
Scriptures, the Oak Tree is 
associated with strength, 
endurance, and long life.

The foundation of the 150th Anniversary 
Sustaining Grace Initiative is a new unrestricted 
permanent fund established by the Vestry in 
2021. Our goal is to secure $10 million in 
outright and legacy 
gifts to build the 
Sustaining Grace 
Fund—a permanent 
fund designed to 
provide short-term 

flexibility and long-term sustainability 
for the care and growth of Grace 
Episcopal Church. All donors who 
make an outright and/or legacy gift 
to the Sustaining Grace Fund will be 
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 Cristosal, Based in El Salvador, Cristosal’s mission is to advance hu-
man rights in Central America.  We believe every human being is in-
herently equal in rights and dignity. Cristosal lawyers and leadership  
work to create a world in which all individuals and communities af-
fected by structural, direct, and cultural violence have the capacity to 
exercise their human rights.  Members of Grace Church serve on the 
board and attend educational courses on social justice every year.   

 Grace Church Immigration Task Force  A group of Grace Church members meet with 
members of other Immigrant Support Groups in the Napa Valley in an effort to learn more 
about the network of support providers which exists for this, currently frightened and vul-
nerable group of persons who are a vitally important part of our community.  Our purpose 
has been to learn what services the "Front Line" groups currently provide the immigrant 
community, what additional services they may need and how Grace Church and its members 
may be able to contribute to the total network.  Our conclusion at present is that Front Line 
groups such as the Up-Valley Family Center, Puertas Abiertas and International Institute of 
the Bay Area, which have direct contact with members of the immigrant community, are 
able to provide effective individual counseling and classes on immigration procedures, the 
legal rights and responsibilities of non-citizens, preparation for naturalization examinations 
and crisis assistance.  An area which is not well covered at present, and where Grace Church 
may be of assistance, is the creation of a Revolving Fund for Legal Representation of persons 
facing deportation.    
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Worship: Liturgical & Contemplative  includes all wor-
ship participant ministries. Contemplative worship includes reading 
groups, chanting, meditation and the labyrinth. Our budgeted funds sup-
port the Choir Director, the Organist, and the Altar Guild. 

 The Acolyte Ministry facilitates worship through parishioners 
serving as torch bearers, banner-bearers, crucifers, Gospel-
bearers or other roles during worship.   

 The Altar Guild prepares the sanctuary for Holy Eucharist and 
maintain everything that is used for any of the holy sacraments. 

 The Flower Guild maintains the flowers at the altar and in the 
sanctuary each week. 

 Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEMs) help administer the elements 
during the celebration of Holy Eucharist as an assistant to the cel-
ebrating priest. 

 Lay Eucharistic Visitors (LEVs) are licensed Grace Church mem-
bers who take the Eucharist to those unable to attend church on 
Sunday. 

 The Lector Ministry reads to the congregation the assigned bible 
lessons from the Old Testament, Psalms, and the New Testament 
during church services. 

 Our Church Choir ministers weekly in the 10 am Rite II service.  
Everyone is welcome! 

 Contemplative Reading Group studies contemplative texts and 
chant the Psalms. 

 The Labyrinth is always open with special activities and walks 
organized throughout the year. 

 Zen Meditation and Christian Centering prayers are practiced 
daily in the sanctuary.  

recognized as founding members 
of our Sustaining Grace Society. 
Moreover, by formalizing your 
outright and/or planned gifts now, 
you can power our efforts to build 
this permanent fund.

As a visual symbol for Sustaining Grace, 
we could think of none better than 
the majestic oak tree that stands at the 
heart of our Church’s beautiful grounds, 
associated in the Holy Scriptures as 
representing strength, long life, and 
enduring faith. This is our hope for 
Grace Episcopal Church. 

We look forward to discussing 
philanthropic giving options available 
to you, including gifts through stocks, 
donor-advised funds, family foundations, and 
qualified charitable distributions. 
This is our Church community, 
and we thank you for supporting      
Sustaining Grace. 

Lex Brainerd, Diana G. Deen, 
Mark Linder, Ken Moll, 
David Moreland, and 
Frank Wentworth
Sustaining Grace Committee
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We are many parts

We are all one body.

and the gifts We have,

We Were given to share.

may the spirit of love 

make us one indeed.

From the hymn 
“We Are Many Parts” by Marty Haugan

Why? 
Why do we want to build 
a permanent fund of 
$10 million?

The investment earnings generated by a $10 
million fund will provide a reliable, ongoing 
source of income to support the annual budget 

of the church. This funding will ensure we always 
have the resources necessary to sustain our beautiful 
buildings and grounds, ensuring we do not neglect 
critical maintenance that might threaten their pristine 
condition. Moreover, the fund will allow us to grow our 
mission of ministry and pastoral care, and expand our 
capacity for outreach.

Mission and Outreach
Our vision is to provide supplemental funds to the 
annual operating budget dedicated to the mission and 
outreach of the church. Distributions from the Sustaining 
Grace Fund shall be at the direction of the Vestry and will 
be used solely for the following purposes:

 • Church operations, as specified in a budget 
approved by the Vestry, 

 • Capital improvements approved by the Vestry, 
 • Outreach ministries, grants, and other activities, 
 • Financial support for new ministries, initiatives, 

and special projects, and 
 • Such other purposes as determined by the Vestry to 

be desirable to sustain the financial well-being and 
stability of the Church or to further support the 
mission of the Church.

These distributions will be complementary to the 
primary income generated from annual stewardship 
support and from facilities rentals, fundraising events, 
and grants.
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Will the Sustaining 
Grace Initiative replace 
the need for the 
Stewardship Campaign?
Not at all! God has called us as individuals in 
His Kingdom to give our tithes and offerings to 
Him every year. Grace Church will always seek 
for members to give annually to God’s work 
in and through the church. Annual Giving 
historically comprised over 85% or more of 
our annual operating budget. For 2023 and 
beyond, we are striving to diversify sources of 
income.

Preserving Our           
Beautiful Campus
In 2021, the Vestry commissioned a study 
to assess church property—Bourn Hall, the 
Sanctuary, the Rectory, and the grounds—and 
identify the actions necessary to maintain 
these assets in good condition. The study set 
forth a maintenance schedule required 
for 181 specific fixed assets, each valued 
at more than $3,000, and with an 
aggregate current replacement cost of 
$3.9 million. The $10 million Sustaining 
Grace Fund is expected to be sufficient 
to provide the investments necessary to 
follow the recommended 40-year repair 
and replacement schedule. The fund 
will ensure our maintenance projects 
proceed as planned, and avoid the crisis 
of attempting to raise the required capital 
investments on an annual basis.
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 The Youth Mission Trip. Each year 20-30 youth from Grace Episcopal take a week out of their lives 
to serve God in missions.  From Guatemala to Houston, to Haiti and beyond, the Youth raise their 
funds and give a week of their lives to others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Season of Resilience—Ensuring our parishioners have practical matters 
cared for, this post-Easter season series includes teachings and resources 
on disaster planning for fires and emergencies, preparing for death and 
dying, wills and testaments, Up Valley resources, mental health and more. 

 Cursillo—Offering weekend retreats for Christian renewal; many mem-
bers of Grace are active in the ecumenical Cursillo movement. 

 Adult Enrichment. Throughout the year, Grace 
offers speakers, courses, special topics to support 
the growth and spiritual formation of our adults.  
Examples of these special offerings are below. 

 Foundation of Faith Classes—To deepen our 
knowledge of the Christian faith as it is lived out in 
the Episcopal Church, this course facilitates a dia-
logue between our own lives of faith and the 
“Foundations of Faith” upon which we stand in the 
church.  

 The Exercises of St. Ignatius—
Offering an in-depth teaching on the 
spirituality and contemplative teach-
ings of St. Ignatius, Grace parishioner 
Ruth Anne Svendsen  is leading this 
special 30 week course. 



“ I love the vision of Sustaining 
Grace where together we can 

lay a foundation for God’s work 
here for the next 150 years.”

— Diana Deen, Director 
Sustaining Grace 

  

  

How will the Sustaining Grace 
Fund make a difference? 
At the discretion of the Vestry, up to 5% of the income earned 
from the Sustaining Grace Fund can be used to support the 
annual operating budget. Assuming we can raise $10 million 
for the permanent Sustaining Grace Fund by 2025 and 
anticipating a 6% return on investment, the amount available 
to support the annual budget would be sufficient to meet the 
investment needs for our building and grounds, as well as our 
mission and outreach. Furthermore, these are funds that keep 
on giving, due to the compound growth of the fund over the 
longterm. With your help, the fund will serve to support the 
mission and outreach of the church for the next 150 years.
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From Reverend Amy 
Denney Zuniga
“The Sustaining Grace Initiative is about the 
gift we can give to the future. In the western 
world, Christianity is at a turning point. This 
generation has the opportunity to pass on to 
future generations the legacy of faithfulness, 
inspiration, and strength we have found here. 
We can remove from future generations the 
burden—really a mortgage—of the upkeep 
of the buildings and leave them resources 

to respond with flexibility and creativity to the needs of their 
time, which we cannot yet imagine. We have the chance to be 
the hinge between the past and the future. We each have a part 
to play—no matter the size of the gift—in Sustaining Grace 
for the next 150 years.”
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“We focus less on what 
we receive from the 
church than on what 
we can give to the 
community and the 
world. The Sustaining 
Grace Initiative will 
further that spiritual 
goal.” 

— Grant Showley

“ 
Grace Church has been an incredibly important 

part of our life and our spiritual journey. 
We want to make sure that this wonderful 
community continues for the next hundred 

years. We believe that by making a gift now 
to the Sustaining Grace Fund, as well as including the Sustaining 
Grace Fund in our estate plan, we will be contributing to Grace’s 

long-range future and helping to ensure that Grace will be a 
blessing to future generations that it has been to us.  We hope that 

others will join us in this very important and exciting effort.”

—  Carlyn Clause and Lex Brainerd

Appeal
Grace Episcopal Church is our home, our centering space 

and source of God’s sustaining grace in our lives. Our 
Church, in turn, has been sustained by the prayers, 

faith, and giving from the many whose lives have been touched 
by God through this place over the last 150 years. 

Now we must look forward 
to ensure the future of Grace 
Church – its presence and 
ministry – will be the spiritual 
home for generations to come. 

The circle is growing of those who share in this vision. At a 
time like this, speaking of what is important to us, what we 
value most, and what we want our legacy to be, can truly serve 
to comfort and inspire. For this reason, we invite you to join 
us in contributing to your legacy through the Sustaining Grace 
Fund – through a gift that keeps on giving to the Kingdom of 
God on Earth. 

 

CLARKE, THE REV. ANNE, MYLES

(Anne’s cell): (219) 476-5014

(Myles cell): (219) 309-4415

revanne@grace-episcopal.org

myles.b.clarke@gmail.com

700 McCorkle Avenue

Saint Helena, CA, 94574-1325,

USA

CLAUSE, CARLYN, LEX BRAINERD

(Lex’s cell): (415) 601-7938

(Carlyn’s cell): (415) 307-2394

abrainerd@jamsadr.com

carlynclause@mac.com

2620 Greenwood Avenue

Calistoga, CA, 94515, USA

COSTNER, JOYCE, ROBERT

(707) 302-5961 601 Pope Street, #220

Saint Helena, CA, 94574, USA

COTTRELL, SUE

(707) 963-2821

(cell): (707) 290-0518

sue.cottrell@yahoo.com 1919 Vineyard Avenue

Saint Helena, CA, 94574, USA

COUSE, ELIZABETH

(707) 968-0909 lizprentiss1015@gmail.com 1180 Meadowcreek Circle

Saint Helena, CA, 94574, USA

COVINGTON, DEB, ROD

(Deb’s cell): (707) 337-6582

(Rod’s cell): (707) 337-4223

gigi2deb@yahoo.com

napaynz@yahoo.com

4416 Morse Court

Napa, CA, 94558, USA

CREBS, MICHELLE, CAMERON, CHASE, GRAHAM, SPENCER

(Cameron’s cell): (707) 320-2476

(Michelle’s cell): (707) 320-8420

cam@peg-inc.net

michellecrebs@gmail.com

1346 Sylvaner Avenue

Saint Helena, CA, 94574, USA
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Sustaining Grace 

Sustaining 
Grace Society

A   fter you notify us that you have made
 an outright gift or a provision for  
 the Sustaining Grace Fund in your 

will, trust, donor-advised fund, insurance 
policy, or life-income vehicle, we will recognize 
your commitment by inviting you to join the 
Sustaining Grace Society, as follows:

• Unless you prefer to remain anonymous, 
you will, along with all members, 
be acknowledged every year in the        
Annual Report.

• Each year you will receive an invitation 
to a special members-only event, along 
with invitations to celebrations of              
Grace ministries.

• If you agree, we could make a video about 
you, so you can tell others your story 
about what inspired you to include the 
Sustaining Grace Fund in your estate plan.

• Your name will be listed on the     
Sustaining Grace Society member art 
installation.

 

150th AnniversAry initiAtive 

grace episcopal Church
Reverend Amy Denney Zuniga, Rector

1314 Spring Street • St. Helena, CA 94574
SustainingGrace@grace-episcopal.org

grace-episcopal.org
707.963.4157
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