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April Ponto, Research Assistant
After graduating from The Ohio State University 
in Columbus, Ohio I was employed for five and 
a half years with an organization called Option-
Line. OptionLine is a pro-life, in-bound preg-
nancy helpline for the United States and Canada. 
I worked as the Training and Human Resources 
Coordinator and hired employees, preparing 

them to answer phone calls, e-mails, and instant messages from men 
and women in pregnancy crisis. 

While working there I became deeply interested in bioethical issues, 
practically beginning-of-life issues, and wanted to expand my 
knowledge. It was through my volunteer work with Oregon Right to 
Life that I became familiar with CBHD. I made the decision to leave 
my job and enroll full-time as a graduate student at Trinity Evan-
gelical Divinity School because I knew the school could equip me 
with the tools I need to move forward in a career within the pro-
life movement. My degree program is Master of Arts in Christian 
Thought with an emphasis in bioethics. I am excited to be a part of 
the Trinity community and to be employed at CBHD because they 
both approach bioethics with a Christ-centered perspective.  

Upon graduation, my desire is to return to the pro-life movement 
with more knowledge, a broader background, and a more diverse 
work-experience. Though this is only my second semester as a 
full-time student at Trinity and at the Center, I am already being 
equipped for greater service and I look forward to learning more. 

Makilah Witt, Event & Education Assistant
Originally from Northwest Ohio, I graduated 
from Wheaton College in 2010 where I majored 
in Philosophy and International Relations, and 
minored in Theology. The master’s degree pro-
grams in Philosophy of Religion and Bioethics 
have been a wonderful catalyst for me to develop 
rigorous thinking grounded in faith and in criti-

cal engagement with the broken realities of this world.  

I am grateful to be a part of the Event and Education team at CBHD. I 
am very passionate about fostering opportunities for dialogue and 
engagement in the philosophical and theological issues in bioeth-
ics. Knowledge is the first step to action, and it excites me to be a part 
of a center that is impacting the field of bioethics and public policy 
through offering a careful and faithful response to the profoundly 
complex issues of today.  

During my time working at the Center, I have become increasingly 
interested in the role of the Church in developing the character of the 
Christian community to become agents of change in the world. This 
in my view is a call to discipleship and an opportunity to examine 
and challenge worldviews in order to expose and transform ways of 
thinking in both the Church and in the world. As a Christian and 
a scholar, I desire to stand in the gap between Athens and Jerusa-
lem; the secular and the sacred, by engaging in a dialogue that brings 
clarity and cultivates faithfulness in response to the needs within 
our Church and world today.  

In Memoriam: Stanley Bristol
By April Ponto, Research Assistant

The Center for Bioethics & Human 
Dignity fondly pays tribute to Stanley 
Bristol, former board chairman, who 

passed away November 4, 2010 from complica-
tions of Parkinson’s disease. 

Stanley Bristol was a graduate of Wheaton 
College and Northern Illinois University. He 
received his doctorate in education adminis-
tration and political science from Northwest-
ern University. He began teaching in Wheaton 
at Washington School and became its princi-
pal; later he became superintendent of Schools 
in Kenilworth and Northern Suburban Special 
Education District. During this time, Stanley 
became active in special education and helped 
to lay the foundation work for the Northern Suburban Special Edu-
cation District. He served a total of 23 school districts for 19 years. 

In 1988 Stanley contacted Trinity International University about 
becoming an adjunct professor. Within one year he had been 
appointed as the head of the Education Department on Trinity’s 
campus and also taught and supervised students in education. He 
retired from TIU in 2000. 

While working at TIU, Stanley became involved in CBHD. He rec-
ognized the importance and significance of the young organization 
and began supporting the Center financially. Shortly after, Stanley 
transitioned into a member of the board and eventually his strong 
gifts in administration from his previous work as a superintendent 
elevated him to Chairman of the Center’s Governing Board.

His remarkable enthusiasm coupled with his passion for education 
propelled the Center into new areas. Stanley was pivotal in develop-
ing regional conferences that became a key aspect of the Center’s 
event activities for nearly a decade as well as giving attendees the 
opportunity to receive academic credit for their work and partici-
pation. Stanley’s initiative and ingenuity has expanded awareness 
about bioethical issues and has opened doors to education and aca-
demic research. 

It was his love of education that drove Stanley to devote his time to 
promote and develop the Center. He felt strongly that the expanding 
field of bioethics called for resources and information to be acces-
sible to all people. Stanley clung to the importance of the special 
value and dignity of every human life and the dignity with which 
each person is endowed. This commitment flowed into all aspects of 
his life, from the way he interacted with his personal friends, to the 
way he helped those at the margins of society.

Stanley Bristol had an intuitive understanding of the importance 
of bioethics in our society. He viewed education as the medium for 
teaching medical professionals, legal professionals, clergy, laity, and 

all people about bioethics. While on the board 
he focused his attention on engaging all voca-
tions, both Christian and secular, and shaped 
their thinking on current bioethical issues.

Stanley’s wife, Vernelle, describes him as never 
shying away from any volunteer opportunity 
“He would never say no to taking the lead on 
something.”  He was a highly motivated indi-
vidual whose contributions include: serving 
on the board of New Trier High School, for-
mer president and member of the board of the 
Irene Josselyn Clinic, member of the Family 
Services of Winnetka-Northfield, chair of the 
citizen’s advisory board of Wilmette Rotary, 
chair of Pace regional bus system, and a mem-

ber of the Stephen Ministry group at his church, Winnetka Cov-
enant. 

He is survived by his wife, Vernelle, sons - Mark (Dianne) Bristol, 
Kent Bristol, and daughter—Kelley (Timothy) Carlson. He is also 
survived by his brother, John (Beverly) Bristol, and five grandchil-
dren: Tyler, Natalie, Peter, Andrew and Katie.

Dr. John Kilner who worked closely with Stanley at CBHD remem-
bers Stan as “a visionary with a twinkle in his eye. He saw that educa-
tion is the key to people recognizing the importance of understand-
ing and engaging bioethical challenges. And he had a delightfully 
humorous way of encouraging people to participate in the educa-
tional process. He was a tremendous inspiration to me personally, 
and to so many others who worked with him. He is sorely missed.”

Mrs. Bristol has asked that memorial gifts be given to their church, 
Winnetka Covenant, and/or to The Center for Bioethics & Human 
Dignity.  

people in focus

to expand the horizons of its witness and respond explicitly. Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer observed that we are called “to stand with those who suf-
fer” and “speak out for those who cannot speak.”13 A paradigm shift 
in medicine as merely business is a golden opportunity to tell unbe-
lievers that Christian conscience welcomes consequences, even the 
negative ones.  
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visiting scholar 
opportunities:
Visiting Scholar Opportunities: The Center is pleased to host scholars 
and professionals in any of the disciplines encompassed by bioethics 
who are on sabbatical or research leave from their respective 
employer. Visiting Scholars are provided research space and access to 
CBHD’s study center resources. Availability for these opportunities is 
limited and are offered on a first-come basis. To inquire about these 
opportunities, please contact us at info@cbhd.org. 




