
3

from the director’s desk

2065 HALF DAY ROAD | DEERFIELD, IL 60015 USA 
 V  847.317.8180 | F  847.317.8101 

INFO@CBHD.ORG | WWW.CBHD.ORG

2

BY PAIGE C. CUNNINGHAM, JD
E XECUTIVE DIREC TOR

Earlier this year, I was skimming the table of contents for Ethics & Medicine Spring 2011. I 
noticed an essay on forced sterilization of Native American women in the 1970s and imme-
diately thought of a friend of mine, a doctor who serves the Chickasaw Indian Nation in 

Oklahoma (and he happens to hold a JD degree as well). I called him to ask for his assessment of 
the essay. Guess what? He had not seen the journal, for one simple reason: he had not renewed his 
membership with CBHD.

We rectified that situation promptly, and in a follow-up conversation, I gathered he had a differ-
ent perspective than the author of the essay. They were both at our 2011 summer conference . . . I 
hope they had an opportunity for charitable, scholarly conversation.

If you are reading this issue of Dignitas, it is likely that you are a member of CBHD. If you are, 
thank you. If you are not a member, I warmly invite you to join. Both Dignitas and Ethics & 
Medicine are benefits of membership, along with discounts for our summer conference, confer-
ence recordings, and other journals and publications. For your convenience, online registration 
is available at www.cbhd.org/supportjoin. 

One way you can invest in a Christian voice in bioethics is through encouraging others to 
become members. CBHD membership is not a profit center (the membership fee covers only 
direct costs), but a means of enlarging the community of those who care about thoughtful Chris-
tian engagement in the profound questions of human dignity and flourishing. 

In this less-formal-than-usual column, I also want to share excerpts from my opening remarks, 
and my post-conference observations (in italics), from our 2011 national conference, “The Scan-
dal of Bioethics: Reclaiming Christian Influence in in Technology, Science & Medicine.” Look 
for a fuller report—with photos!—in the Fall issue of Dignitas.

In my opening remarks, I referred to Mark Noll’s The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind (1994), an 
indictment of intellectual abdication. Noll claimed in a scathing judgment that “the scandal of 
the evangelical mind is that there is not much of an evangelical mind.” (Throughout the confer-
ence, we witnessed a rebuttal to that claim, as we attended to perceptive analysis and insights from 
a wide array of scholars).

There is still a scandal, and it’s a scandal within bioethics. Albert Jonsen writes in The Birth of 
Bioethics:

The Catholic and Protestant traditions entered the era of bioethics with a rich heritage of 
theoretical reflection and practical admonition about the moral life. Both traditions brought 
an indelible conviction that all humans are uniquely valued by the Creator and Redeemer, 
that each person is responsible for his or her life and choices, and that human choices can be 
designated as right and wrong, according to certain norms.  . . . [B]oth traditions brought to 
bioethics a wisdom about the moral life and a dexterity in discourse about moral behavior.”1 

We desperately need that wisdom again.  Bioethics has its roots in Christianity. In the late 1970s, 
Stanley Hauerwas and James Gustafson wrote that 

as medical ethics became a growth industry in the academic world, and as the traditional reli-
gious and theological bases for the work apparently lost significance, many of the theologically 
trained speakers and writers repressed, denied or became indifferent to theology as a field. The 
historic religious communities of our culture, which are the bearers of symbols and traditions 
and of patterns of thought about practical moral questions, were seen even by persons who 
belonged to them to be divisive.2 

CBHD often receives requests from educators and other individu-
als for popular resources that engage bioethics through various 
media (fiction, film, and television). In this edition, we offer a recap 
of relevant materials that have premiered on the silver screen or 
television between 1995 and 2008. Readers are cautioned that the 
films represent a wide variety of genres and may not be appropriate 
for all audiences. The reason for the rating classification is provided 
where available. Viewers are encouraged to read annotations/synop-
ses available through such websites as www.movieweb.com or www.
imdb.com. If you think we missed a film, email us at info@cbhd.org. 

CLINICAL ETHICS
Extreme Measures (Released 9/96, R for violence, language, some 
nudity, and graphic ER activity)
K-Pax (Released 10/01, PG-13 for a sequence of violent images, brief 
language, and sensuality)
Losing Isaiah (Released 3/95, R for drug related material and brief 
strong language)
Miss Evers’ Boys (Released 2/97, PG for theme and related elements)
Something the Lord Made (Released 5/04, NR)

CLONING
Godsend (Released 4/04, PG-13 for violence including frightening 
images, a scene of sexuality, and some thematic material)

EMERGING TECHNOLOGY
Artificial Intelligence (Released 6/01, PG-13 for some sexual content 
and violent images)
Bicentennial Man (Released 12/99, PG for language and some sexual 
content)

END OF LIFE
Barbarian Invasions (Released 8/03, R for language, sexual dialogue, 
and drug content)
It’s My Party (Released 3/96, R for language and brief nudity)
Marvin’s Room (Released 2/97, PG-13 for thematic elements and brief 
language)
Million Dollar Baby (Released 1/05, PG-13 for violence, some disturb-
ing images, thematic material, and language)
The Sea Inside (Released 9/04, PG-13 for intense depiction of mature 
thematic material)
Tuesdays with Morrie (Released 12/99, NR)
When Did You Last See Your Father? (Released 10/07, PG-13 for 
sexual content, thematic material, and brief strong language)
Wit (Released 3/01, PG-13 for some thematic material)

GENETIC ETHICS
Code 46 (Released 5/04, R for a scene of sexuality, including brief 
graphic nudity)
Gattaca (Released 10/97, PG-13 for brief violent images, language, 

and some sexuality)

The Island of Dr. Moreau (Released 8/96, PG-13 for sci-fi violence, 
horror, and gore involving mutant creatures)

The Twilight of the Golds (Released 3/97, PG-13 for thematic elements 
and brief language)

HEALTHCARE

The Diving Bell and the Butterfly (Released 5/07, PG-13 for nudity, 
sexual content, and some language)

John Q (Released 2/02, PG-13 for violence, language, and intense 
thematic elements)

HUMAN DIGNITY

Iris (Released 1/02, R)

Normal (Released 1/03, NR)

Miss Evers’ Boys (Released 2/97, PG for theme and related elements)

HUMAN ENHANCEMENT

Gattaca (Released 10/97, PG-13 for brief violent images, language, 
and some sexuality)

The Island of Dr. Moreau (Released 8/96, PG-13 for sci-fi violence, 
horror, and gore involving mutant creatures)

INFORMED CONSENT

Iris (Released 1/02, R)

Normal (Released 1/03, NR)

Miss Evers’ Boys (Released 2/97, PG for theme and related elements)

ORGAN TRANSPLANTATION 

Dirty Pretty Things (Released 12/02, R for sexual content, disturbing 
images, and language)

John Q (Released 2/02, PG-13 for violence, language, and intense 
thematic elements)

PATIENT’S RIGHTS

Iris (Released 1/02, R)

Miss Evers’ Boys (Released 2/97, PG for theme and related elements)

Normal (Released 1/03, NR)

PUBLIC HEALTH

Erin Brockovich (Released 3/00, R for language)

The Center for Bioethics & Human 
Dignity (CBHD) is a Christian 
bioethics research center at Trinity 
International University. 

“Exploring the nexus of 
biomedicine, biotechnology, and 
our common humanity.”

Dignitas is the quarterly 
publication of the Center and is a 
vehicle for the scholarly discussion 
of bioethical issues from a Judeo-
Christian Hippocratic worldview, 
updates in the fields of bioethics, 
medicine, and technology, 
and information regarding the 
Center’s ongoing activities.
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Subscriptions
Subscriptions to Dignitas are 
available to members of CBHD. 
For student membership, the 
rate is $30/calendar year; regular 
member is $75/calendar year. 
CBHD membership also includes a 
subscription to Ethics & Medicine: An 
International Journal of Bioethics, as 
well as several other benefits.

Submissions & Correspondence
Inquiries about permissions 
for use, as well as any editorial 
correspondence and manuscript 
proposals should be directed 
to Michael Sleasman by email 
(msleasman@cbhd.org). Manuscript 
proposals should be in MS Word, 
use endnotes for all references, and 
follow The Chicago Manual of Style.

© 2011 The Center for Bioethics & 
Human Dignity
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