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Th is summer we are celebrating our fourth year of the Global Bioethics Education Initiative (GBEI). Th rough this initiative 
the Center hosts rising and established international scholars. GBEI seeks to foster contextually sensitive bioethics refl ection 
committed to the Judeo-Christian worldview and the wealth of the Hippocratic tradition in medicine.  To learn more about 
GBEI, please visit: www.cbhd.org/gbei. 

gemma n. Balein, DmD, ma, ms 

Gemma is a dentist, a professor of 
bioethics, and a member of the eth-
ics review board at the University of 
the East Ramon Magsaysay Memorial 
Medical Center in the Philippines. Aft er 
completing her MA in Teaching Medi-
cal Related Subjects, she became the fi rst 
graduate of the MS Bioethics program 

from the University of the Philippines in 2008.

Her primary research interests are in beginning- and end-of-life 
issues. She has lectured on numerous topics including death 
and dying and guidelines for ethical research.  

Th is summer Gemma presented a parallel paper at CBHD 
annual conference entitled “A ‘Good Death’ in a Filipino 
Context.” Th is paper presentation builds on her Master’s thesis 
work which included an empirical study of terminal patients in 
the Filipino context and their attitudes of what defi nes a “good 
death.” Her research revealed that the number one concern 
among terminal patients and family members was “coming to 
peace with God.” Th is empirical evidence provided an entry 
point for a discussion of the religious values and perspectives of 
patients within the mainstream bioethical discussion of end-of-
life issues. Despite having a majority Christian population with 
a large Roman Catholic population, bioethics in the Philippines 
remains almost exclusively a secular enterprise.

During her time with CBHD this summer, Gemma researched 
the infl uence of Western bioethics on Filipino culture, as well 
as explored the backdrop with which to understand a robust 
Christian conception of death and its relevance to end-of-life 
ethics.  

PacKiar a J asirvatham, Ba, BD, ma

Packia is an ordained minister of 
Church of South India–Tirunelveli 
Diocese, India, and an independent 
researcher in bioethics. He is one of 
the youngest members of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) strategy 
group on health and healing. He 
received his BA in English Literature 
from St. Xavier College (Palyamkot-
tai, India), and his BD in Th eology 

and Ethics from United Th eological College (Bangalore, India). 
His BD thesis explored a Christian response to stem cell 
harvesting in India. Additionally he received an advanced MA 
in Bioethics from the University of Leuven (Belgium) and was a 
participant in the Summer Programme on International Aff airs 
and Multilateral Governance at the Graduate Institute in 
Geneva, Switzerland.

His academic interests center on issues in developing world 
bioethics with a particular emphasis on building bioethics 
capacity in the Indian context. His current research explores the 
bioethical issues associated with the cross-border commercial 
surrogacy industry in India. Other on-going research activi-
ties include abortion, infanticide, sex-selection, and justice in 
healthcare.

During his time with CBHD this summer he also presented a 
parallel paper at the Center’s annual conference on the repro-
ductive autonomy of commercial surrogates in India. Addi-
tionally, his research focus was on the commercialization of 
reproductive surrogacy with special attention given to the social 
and legal dilemmas involved.  

launch of an international conference anD 
association for ethics eDucation
DÓNaL O’MathÚNa, PhD, 
chair of the acaDemy of felloWs

Th e inaugural international conference on education in ethics 
was held May 1-3, 2012. Th e conference was hosted by the Cen-
ter for Healthcare Ethics at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh. 
Th e Center conducts scholarship and teaching consistent with 
the Catholic identity of its sponsoring Spiritan congregation. 
At the same time, the Center is open to ecumenical approaches 
and seeks to take a global perspective on healthcare ethics. 
Nearly 200 delegates attended the conference, which included 
presentations by four people who are familiar to friends of 
CBHD, namely: Nigel Cameron, Robert Orr, Dennis Sullivan, 
and myself.

Th e Director of the Center since 2010 is Professor Henk ten 
Have, MD, PhD. As the former Director of the Division of 
Ethics of Science and Technology at UNESCO (the United 
Nations Educational, Scientifi c, and Cultural Organization), 
Professor ten Have has made global bioethics his primary area 
of research and scholarship. Th at emphasis was apparent at 
the conference, which had presenters from North and South 
America, Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, and the Middle East. 
Th is brought a rich diversity of backgrounds and interests that 
is infrequently found at conferences. In addition, many diff er-
ent professional fi elds were represented, with breakout sessions 
focused on medicine, nursing, pharmacy, biosciences, teach-
ing, business, and others.

Th e Catholic ethos of the Center and Duquesne University was 
apparent, while a wide variety of religious and nonreligious 
perspectives were presented at the conference. A small number 
of presentations addressed explicitly Christian themes, with 
others looking at the challenges of developing ethics educa-
tion in Islamic or Eastern cultures. Many of the presentations 
focused on the pragmatic aspects of developing clinical and 
academic ethics programs, and teaching in the classroom 
and online. A number of presentations reported on empirical 
research and the eff ectiveness of ethics education, while at the 
same time there was also quite some debate about the feasibil-
ity or wisdom of measuring the eff ectiveness of ethics educa-
tion programs.

Ethics education in low income countries was a prominent 
theme throughout the conference. Th e challenges faced by 
both educators and students were regularly discussed. In some 
instances, the challenges arose from ethics being viewed as a 
Western subject that has little connection with other cultures. 
When organizations and institutions who once supported 

ethically questionable research or healthcare practices are now 
promoting ethics education, concerns are warranted. On the 
other hand, some of the challenges arise due to limited fi nanc-
es, or lack of resources in the languages of many countries. It 
was encouraging to see those from many diff erent countries 
taking an active role in developing ethics education that is 
appropriate to local communities. A number of innovative 
projects were presented. At the same time, some debate arose 
about whether ethics education should be based on universal 
principles and standards, or whether each culture should teach 
approaches appropriate to its setting. Little was resolved on 
such challenging topics, but at least the conference brought 
together those directly involved in ethics education for open 
and frank discussions. 

Th e conference also marked the inaugural meeting of the 
International Association for Education in Ethics (IAEE). Th is 
non-profi t organization has recently been incorporated with 
a number of signifi cant aims that will be of interest to CBHD. 
Th ese include enhancing the teaching of ethics at national, 
regional, and international levels; exchanging and analyzing 
experiences in teaching ethics in various educational settings; 
promoting the development of knowledge and methods of 
ethics education; and facilitating communication between 
ethics educators from around the world. Th e initiative for the 
association came from UNESCO to address issues in ethics 
education on a global level.

Th e association has more than one hundred individual mem-
bers and two institutional members within its fi rst year of exis-
tence. Th e primary ways the IAEE will seek to achieve its aims 
are through conferences and its website. Its website is currently 
located within that of the Duquesne Center for Healthcare 
Ethics (http://www.duq.edu/healthcare-ethics/iaee/), but an 
independent website is to be developed in the near future. 
At the IAEE General Assembly there was much interest in 
making this a global website for sharing ethics education 
resources, linking to other signifi cant resources, and providing 
a forum for secure discussions about ethics education between 
members. As such, this website promises to become a valu-
able resource for ethics education. Th e IAEE will hold its next 
conference in May 2014 in Turkey, with plans for the next one 
aft er that in Brazil in 2015. Th ese conferences, and the IAEE, 
promise to be interesting venues for debate about bioethics and 
how ethics education can really help to im prove the well-being 
of people around the world.

global bioethics education initative academy of fellows

e d u c a t i o n  i n i t i a t i v e

When we are planning for posterity, we ought to remember that virtue is not hereditary. 
 ~ Thomas Paine 


