
Current series: Ordinary People “The beauty of being ordinary” Nehemiah
LPW October 2, 2022

Context- The people of Israel have been in captivity in Babylon since 587 BC. Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem 445
BC, thirteen years after Ezra. He had a second visit between 433 and 423 BC. In ancient times, most cities had high,
city walls, several meters thick, that provided an important defense surrounding the city. The top of the wall was flat,
enabling the city's guards to walk on top of the wall. From there, they could watch for any criminals who were inside
the city & see if an enemy army approached the city. There were tall *towers along the wall that the guards could use,
especially during wartime. The wall also had large gates, which were open during the day so that traders and
travelers could enter the city & go to the market. But by night, the guards closed the gates so that nobody could enter
and the people were safe.  Because the wall was so strong, people used it for other purposes such as building their
houses against it.

Commentary- The books of Ezra and Nehemiah may have originally been 1 book. Ezra focuses on the first two
groups who returned to rebuild the temple, which began about 70 years after the fall of Jerusalem. while Nehemiah’s
focus is the city walls, roughly 13 years after Ezra. The book starts when Nehemiah was in Shushan, also called
Susa, located in modern day Iran. The *Persian kings had a palace there, which they used during the winter. The
story of Esther in the Bible happened in Shushan/Susa (Esther 1:1-2) probably 35-40 years before Nehemiah.  The
name Nehemiah means “Yahweh consoles.”  (Yahweh is the OT Hebrew name for God)

Neh. 1:1-4- Those living in an unwalled city lived in constant stress and tension; they never knew when they might be
attacked and brutalized. Every man lived in constant fear for his wife and children. God was going to use Nehemiah
to do something about this situation. But first, God did something in Nehemiah. Any great work of God begins with
God doing a great work in them. Nehemiah was deeply burdened by the news. He wept, mourned, fasted, and
prayed (verse 4.). This is a guy in touch with his feelings! More importantly, he’s also a man devoted to prayer who
knows he can & must trust in God as the sole source of direction and provision. (vs 5-11.) Nehemiah was a prayer
warrior & someone whose prayer life we should emulate! (Nehemiah 1:5-11; Nehemiah 2:4; Nehemiah 4:4;
Nehemiah 4:9; Nehemiah 5:19; Nehemiah 6:9)

Neh 2:1-5 Four months passed between hearing the news regarding the wall and approaching the king.
The cupbearer was a high official in the royal household, whose basic duty was choosing and tasting the wine to
demonstrate that it was not poisoned before presenting it to the king. This gave him frequent access to the king’s
presence and made him potentially a man of influence.” (Kidner). He was also a servant to the king, a trusted advisor,
and as was true in the courts of many ancient kings, he was forbidden to be sad in the presence of the king.
Displeasing the king in any way might result in the loss of your life! Note that Nehemiah prays before answering the
king (vs 4.)

Neh 3:1,8,12 Nehemiah 3 is all about work even in the midst of opposition – how individuals pitched in and did the
work together, coordinated and led by Nehemiah. The gates were the critical entry and exit points to the city, and the
places most likely to see an enemy attack. They consecrated it. The idea behind consecration is to recognize
something as special, as uniquely set apart for God’s glory and service. These city gates were made especially for
God. Nehemiah and Eliashib knew that God wanted everything set apart exclusively for Him, including these city
walls and gates.  Note verse 5 - ”but their nobles did not put their shoulders to the work of their Lord.” Literally, the
idea in the Hebrew is that they wouldn’t submit – they would not “bend their necks” to what the LORD wanted them to
do. The real issue was submission.

Resources that might be helpful: Nehemiah - Free Bible Commentary in easy English,
Enduring Word Bible Commentary Nehemiah Chapter 1,
Lesson 1: The Man Who Cried About a Wall (Nehemiah 1:1-11) | Bible.org

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Nehemiah+3&t=NKJV
https://www.easyenglish.bible/bible-commentary/nehemiah-lbw.htm
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/nehemiah-1/
https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-1-man-who-cried-about-wall-nehemiah-11-11


Start of Life Group Use this time to introduce the topic of discussion (Icebreaker, optional game, a prayer)
Main Point God uses ordinary people to accomplish His extraordinary purposes

Introduction/Icebreaker - Read the following questions 1 by 1 & invite people to write down their answers Then
share.)
Q. What do you hope your legacy will be when you’re gone?
Q. What would you like to accomplish for God?
Q. At your funeral what do you hope people will say about you?

Understanding Unpack the biblical text to discover what the scripture says about the topic.

Read Neh. 1:1-4
Q. Why is Nehemiah so burdened for the Jews in Jerusalem? After all, he has a pretty good life of luxury.
Q. Why do you think the news of Jerusalem hit him so hard?
Q. When you are hit with something burdensome, where do you turn first/ What do you do first?
Q.  How can we cultivate a burden for those in need?
Summary: God used an ordinary man who saw beyond himself

Read. Neh. 2:1-5
Q. How was approaching the king risky for Nehemiah?  How might the king have responded?
Q. Why are we risk-averse when it comes to serving others?
Q. What is the difference between knowing about God and actually knowing Him?
Summary: Following God will feel like a risk to us.

Read Neh. 3:1,5,8,12
Q. How could something so seemingly mundane as building a wall be something that is consecrated to
God?  (1 Cor 15:58 & Col. 3:23-24.)
Q. How likely are you to offer your life to the Lord to be His servant by getting involved in something that doesn’t
interest you or for which you feel totally inadequate?
Q. Do you look and pray for opportunities to serve when you see a need, even if it’s inconvenient, makes you feel
uncomfortable or afraid?
Summary: God uses ordinary people for His extraordinary purposes

Application Help your group identify how the truths from the scripture passage apply directly to their lives
Q. Are you “risk-averse?” In other words, is your tendency to stay in your comfort zone? “Someone else
will take care of it.” (Leaders, share an example of when you or someone you know made themselves
available & “jumped into the deep end. What did God do? Then ask others to share. Ex.’s: Serving
immigrants when you don’t speak the same language; serving the very poor when you’re afraid of germs,
filth, & bed bugs; helping someone in need when you’re running late for our life group!)
Q. The people who helped rebuild the wall were from all walks of life.  Entire families and women who
undoubtedly weren’t accustomed to manual labor (3:12) got involved. What are the needs in your
neighborhood, work place, and in our LifePoint community?  Aside from personal taste & misgivings,
where can we/you take a prayerful step of faith?
Q. Leader Story:  Describe one way God challenged you tonight. What are you going to do about it? (Leaders
first!)

Conclusion/Personal Challenge: God did something in Nehemiah. Any great work of God begins with God
doing a great work in them. Spend time with Him this week praying & listening for him to show you an unlikely place
where He has work for you to do. Consider sharing with us next week!

Key scripture to memorize
Nehemiah 3:5
Prayer requests Take a moment to pray with your group
Lifepoint reminders: Starting Point 10/9, Baptism 10/23, Trunktober 10/23


