
                                                                                                                                                         

 
Current series: Asking for a Friend 

LPW September 25, 2022 God’s design for marriage 

                                                                                       
Context-. Paul is addressing how a Christian community should live within a fallen world. But basically, his purpose of writing was to 

answer certain questions they had on how they should live. So, Paul beginning with chapter 7 is responding now to their letter and the 
questions that they had asked. Corinth was an extremely pagan city.  

God’s design for marriage is breathtaking 
1 Cor. 7:10-11-Separation gives two options 1. remain unmarried. 2. Reconcile.  
Matt 19:3-6  
“Marriage is a union between 2 people so profound that they virtually become a new single person “to cleave” means “to 
make a binding covenant or contract”. It brings every aspect of their life together, they merge into a single legal, social, 
and economic unit”’-Keller The Meaning of Marriage. God created marriage as a loyal partnership between one man and 
one woman. 

• Marriage is the firmest foundation for building a family. 

• God designed sexual expression to help married couples build intimacy. 

• Marriage mirrors God’s covenant relationship with His people. 
 A covenant relationship says, “I love you, I choose you, I will stay for better or worse, richer or poorer, sickness or health, I am 
devoted to you, I’ve given myself to you. And even when you don’t hold up your end, I will hold up mine.” 

Marriages can break in a broken world; 2 instances where divorce is biblically permissible, adultery and abandonment. 

1 Cor. 7:12-16 Marriage between a believer and an unbeliever. It appears that the question from the Corinthians centers “marriage 

to an unbeliever cannot glorify God-wouldn’t it be better to divorce?”  just as in verse 10-11 divorce by the believer should not be 
initiated. However, if the unbeliever leaves the believing spouse is free.  The main point here is the believer should be concerned with 
the spiritual condition of the unbelieving spouse and the children.  

Matt. 19: 7-9 Divorce comes from the hardness of your heart; “Not so from the beginning” … means from the 

beginning until this very moment that Jesus was speaking- God has not changed his mind on the matter even though Moses permitted 
it.  Moses permitted it to protect the woman from ill treatment and possibly death by her husband’s hand. 
“The problem with looking to another human to complete us is that, spiritually speaking, it’s idolatry. We are to find our fulfillment and 
purpose in God. . . . If we expect our spouse to be ‘God’ to us, he or she will fail every day. No person can live up to such expectations.” 
In his classic work, “Confessions”, Augustine explains that sin is “disordered love”. It is love out of order. We most often think of sin in 
terms of behavior, bad deeds, actions- but Augustine helps us from another angle. There is an order to love. He said we should love 
God, love others, and then love ourselves. The problem comes when you love something you should love but that you should not love 
supremely. That’s when a good thing becomes a God thing. It’s about finding your superior satisfaction in God alone, and nothing else. 
For example, If I put my happiness above everything else. Happiness is a good thing but is it an ultimate thing?  Have I placed all of my 
hope of happiness on my spouse? On circumstances?  When they don’t deliver I am ready to move on. 

God redeems, restores, and renews even the most broken things 
The solution for a difficult marriage is not freedom. The answer is ordered love. Setting God’s love priorities as your 
priorities. Putting God first. Putting your trust in Him and learning to cooperate with him. The community of God is here to 
help, from lifegroup to Christian counselors.  There is hope, you can have happiness in marriage as we seek- God and his 
kingdom first. 
  Studies show that divorced people are less happy 5 years later than those who worked to preserve the marriage.  
Divorce is often a permanent solution to a temporary problem.  

• Focus on your spouse’s strengths rather than their weaknesses. 

• Encourage rather than criticize. 

• Pray for your spouse instead of gossiping about them. 

• Learn and live what Christ teaches about relating to and loving others.   
Matthew 6:33- “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things will be added unto you.” 
Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Romans 15:13 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

 
Resources that might be helpful: 
 http://www.liveforgiven.org/?s=destructive+power+of+disordered+love                                           

https://www.studylight.org/commentary/matthew/19-8.html 

https://bible.org/seriespage/27-questions-about-marriage-and-divorce-matthew-193-12 

 



Start of Life Group Use this time to introduce the topic of discussion (Icebreaker, optional game, a prayer) 

 

Main Points 
1. God’s design for marriage is breathtaking 
2. Marriages can break in a broken world 
3. God redeems, restores, and renews even the most broken things 

 

Introduction  

Q. What are common misconceptions about marriage? 

Q. What were your goals for marriage when you were engaged?  How have they changed? 

 

Understanding Unpack the biblical text to discover what the scripture says about the topic 
 

Read 1 Cor. 7:10-11; Matt. 19: 3-6   
Q. How would you describe what becoming “one flesh” looks like? 
Q. In what ways do you think God is honored in your marriage? 
Summary: God’s ideal for marriage 
 

Read 1 Cor. 7:12-16; Matt. 19: 7-9   
Q. Pharisees say Moses “commanded” Jesus says “permitted” How is that different? 
Q. What does a “hard heart” look like? 
Q. By what means can we prevent a hardening of our heart? 
Summary: A hard heart can lead to divorce 
 

Read. Matthew 6:33, Matthew 11:28, Romans 15:13 

Q. How does Jesus summarize the Law and the Prophets?  How does that help set our expectations of marriage? 
Q. How can Christian community help guard against a hard heart? (Heb 3:13) 
Q. What steps can we take to cooperate with God in renewing or redeeming our marriages? 
Summary: God redeems and restores marriages 
 
          

Application Help your group identify how the truths from the scripture passage apply directly to their lives 

Q. What is the one thing we discussed tonight that really spoke to you? 
Q. What is one step you could take this week in order to grow in your relationship with the Lord? 

Leader Story: Tell of one way that God has impacted you in relationship to the topic tonight 

 
 
Key scripture to memorize 

Heb. 3:13; Matthew 11:28 

Prayer requests Take a moment to pray with your group 

  Pray (10:02) pray for workers for the harvest 

Lifepoint reminders 
Child Dedication 10/16  


