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MAIN POINT
God has answers to life’s toughest questions.

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What smells evoke for you pleasant memories? When was the last time you experienced one of those smells, and what
was its connection with the past?

What are some of the worst smells you have experienced, and where did you smell them?

In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul shares with them that they are the “aroma of Christ”. In this section of scripture we will look at
what exactly this means, what this aroma smells like, and how we can utilize it to share the Gospel.

UNDERSTANDING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says about a particular topic. Feel free to use all or just a few of the questions
from each section.

Have a volunteer read 2 Corinthians 2:12-14

Paul had an open door in Troas. What do “open doors” look like to share the gospel? How can we be prepared to see and
respond to “open doors” in our life?

Paul did not stay long in Troas. Why is this? What might this teach us about the way God uses di�erent opportunities in
our lives?

Paul said he did not have a peace of mind because he did not see Titus in Troas and decided to move on. What are some
ways that God may spur us on to take a next step of faith? How do you personally discern God’s activity in your life?



Paul could have been disappointed in the way that things turned out in Troas. How does he respond to this situation
(v.14)? How does this encourage you in your faith and as you share the gospel (particularly when things do not go as
planned)?

Throughout his letters, Paul is very in tune with the Spirit’s leading, whether that be seeing an open door to share the Gospel or
knowing when to head on to the next opportunity. Because of this, Paul is not discouraged when things don’t go as planned, rather he is
thankful for God’s leading and that he has the opportunity to be a part of the mission.

Have a volunteer read 1 Corinthians 7:14-15

Paul references the extravagant victory parades held by conquering Roman generals. What comparison is he trying to
make to the Christian life? What is our role in this parade?

Why do you think Paul would compare the knowledge of to Jesus to an aroma? What do you think this aroma “smells”
(looks/feels) like?

How do you think a follower of Jesus acquires this pleasing aroma of Christ?

Paul encourages the Corinthians that they are the aroma of Christ everywhere they go - at their work and in their schools, in their
neighborhoods and in their homes. God does the gospel work, but He chooses to work through His people, so that the message of the
gospel is spread through the words and actions of Christians in every place that we go.

Have a volunteer read 2 Corinthians 2:16-17

What does Paul mean when he says in v.15  “to one we are an aroma that brings death, to the other, an aroma that
brings life”?

What is Paul asking when he says “who is competent to such a task”? What is the task he is referencing? What point is
he trying to make?

Do you feel competent for the role of sharing the gospel of Jesus with others? Why or why not?

What does it mean to “peddle” something? Why would Paul make sure to distinguish sharing the message of the Gospel
from peddling?

How can we make sure we do not come across as peddlers? What are some potential results of peddling the word of God
for profit/selfish gain?

How can we utilize this pleasing aroma to create opportunities to share about Jesus with others?

Even Paul saw himself as “unworthy” of his calling, However, he continued in his role to fulfill the gospel ministry that was given to him
and knew that through Christ he was competent to share the message of Jesus. On our own, no one is worthy or competent to bear the
name of Jesus, but by His grace, we are given this noble task and strengthened for the work of making Jesus known in the world.



APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scriptures apply directly to their lives.

What are some ways you have been challenged by our discussion?

How would you describe the “fragrance” you put o� as you go about your daily life? What changes would you need to
make in order to give o� a sweet aroma to God?

Who are some people in your life that God may be opening a door for you to share the Gospel? How can we pray for you?

What obstacles or distractions make it di�cult for you to share your faith in Christ? What do you think you need to do
to overcome these obstacles?

PRAYER REQUESTS
Take a moment to ask your group if there are any prayer requests.

LIFEPOINT PRAYER POINTS
1825
* 1825 Fall Retreat, Sept.30-Oct.1
* 1825 LG’s

Missions:
* LG’s to serve faithfully during upcoming term
* Upcoming Trips to India and Argentina (both in October)

Lifegroups
* Please be praying specifically for the following Bridgegroups by name... DivorceCare, Grief Group, Marriage Enrichment, Thriving in
Love & Money, To Be Told, Grandparenting Matters, Forgiven and Set Free (Post Abortive Group), Single/Single Again

Lifepoint’s Kids
* As the school year starts that families and kids would keep Jesus in focus in the midst of a busy season.
* We still have a number of leader/ sta� needs in Lifepoint Kids

PRAY WITH YOUR GROUP
Pray over your group’s prayer requests, as well as the Lifepoint requests.

LP REMINDERS
● Lifeteam Orientation - September 18
● Baptisms - September 25



● Child Dedication - October 16

MEMORIZE
“Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.”  (Ephesians 5:1)

COMMENTARY
2:12-13. Troas was a coastal city in the northern part of the province of Asia. Paul went there after the riot in Ephesus (Ac 19:23-41) on
his way to Macedonia (Ac 20:1-2). Titus is not mentioned in Acts. He was Paul’s proof that Gentiles could be converted without works of
the law such as circumcision (Gl 2:3). That Paul (the Jew) called both Timothy and Titus brother (1:1) shows that his primary identity
was as a Christian rather than as a Jew. Titus was e�ective as Paul’s ambassador in dealing with the Corinthian crisis. Later he
represented the apostle to Christians in Crete (Ti 1:4).

2:14. In antiquity, victorious generals paraded into their capital city toward the king’s palace with human captives and treasure
displayed behind them. Sweet incense was o�ered. The citizens saw and smelled evidence of victory. Here, Christ is leading Paul and all
other believers into the eternal city where God is king.

2:15-16. In these verses two pairs of opposites are crafted so that the inner two elements are negative and the outer two are positive.
The same scent produces di�erent results. Those who receive the knowledge of Christ through the gospel message live. All others
perish.

2:17. Those who market the word refers to the false apostles in Corinth whose motive was primarily financial (11:13). Paul’s policy was
to serve the churches without charge even though he approved of Christians supporting ministers financially (1Co 9:12-15).
Accountability for the message lay with the one who was the source of the message.


