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Zephaniah Warned God’s People to Repent 

Z e p h a n i a h  

KEY PASSAGE: 

Acts 3:19 

Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 

What is repentance? Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus. 

CHRIST CONNECTION:  

Zephaniah prophesied about the Day of the Lord—a day when God will judge the world for its 

sin and Jesus Christ will return. Jesus will make everything like new, and everyone who trusts in 

Him will be safe. 
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PREPARE:  P r i o r  T o  T e a c h i n g  T h e  S e s s i o n  

 

LEADER Bible Study 
 

The Book of Zephaniah serves as a stern rebuke of God’s people and a warning regarding a 

failure to return to Him faithfully. It also serves as a reminder of God’s expectation of holiness and 

a description of what that looks like when faithfully lived out among God’s people. 

Zephaniah 2:3 offers a call to repentance and a promise of hope for this restoration of the 

faithful. “Seek the LORD, all you humble of the earth, who carry out what he commands. Seek 

righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be concealed on the day of the LORD’s anger.” 

Through Zephaniah, the Lord provided a glimmer of hope amidst His stern rebuke and graphic 

warning. But He didn’t stop there. Zephaniah ended his prophecy with more than a glimmer of 

hope, a promise that likely warmed the weary souls of God’s people. 

Beginning with Zephaniah 3:9, we find a beautiful picture of God’s fully-restored people. It’s a 

remarkable image of faithfulness, satisfaction, joy, and mutual benefit that ignites a desire for this 

reality. It may even ignite in the reader a desire for what could be called “a return to Eden.” 

Zephaniah 3 describes an environment of pure speech where all are calling on the name of 

the Lord. There is also painted a picture of generosity, humility, meekness, joy, singing, 

celebration, healing, praise, and fortune. Zephaniah also describes an end to failures, 

arrogance, rebellion, dispersion, lies, wrongdoing, and fear. Following a terrifying warning for 

God’s people to repent, this wonderful image of restoration leaves the reader with great hope. 

The Bible is full of stern reminders of God’s expectation of holiness among His people, but it is 

always chased by a beautiful and redemptive reminder of His promise to restore all things and 

the hope that this promise offers to those who repent of their wicked ways and hope in Christ. 

Spend some time today asking God to work out the message of Zephaniah’s prophecy in 

your own heart, to confront you with His holiness and a rebuke of the sin in your life, and to follow 

that with a reminder of the hope that belongs to all who trust in Christ for the restoration of their 

soul—and ultimately, all things in the heavens and the earth. 

 

 

 

TERMS TO KNOW 

Prophecy: word from God to a group of people. In Old Testament times, God spoke to the 

people through many prophets. 
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WELCOME Kids 

Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect the offering, fill out attendance 

sheets, ask kids about their week, and help new kids connect to your group. 

 

SAY      How do you feel when something that was wrong is made right, like when a broken toy 

gets fixed? How do you show what you are feeling?  

 

Activity Page (5 minutes) 

Invite kids to complete “Happy vs. Sad News” on the activity page. 

SAY      Sometimes we hear sad news, like when a child is sick. Other times we hear 

happy news, like when you get to go on an exciting vacation. In today’s Bible story, a 

prophet named Zephaniah gave God’s people both sad news and happy news.  

 

 

 

Session Starter (10 minutes) 

 

OPTION 1: GET RID OF IT          

Use a red marker to draw a dot on 5–10 marshmallows. Place the marshmallows with a dot in a 

box. Then add 15–20 dot-free marshmallows to the box. 

Lead kids to search the box for the marshmallows with a red dot. Direct the kids to get rid of 

those marshmallows and throw them away. Instruct kids to not eat any marshmallows as some 

contain ink.  

(Tip: Challenge the kids to remove the marshmallows with the red dot in one minute.) 

SAY   Some of the marshmallows were ruined by a red marker. These marshmallows 

needed to be thrown away. In today’s Bible story, the prophet Zephaniah tells the 

people of Judah that God is going to get rid of all the things that turn the people away 

from Him. Just as the red dot ruined the marshmallows so does sin ruin our hearts.  

 

OPTION 2: CHANGE YOUR WAY         

Invite kids to form a large circle. Direct kids to start walking, in a circle, to the right. Explain to the 

kids that you will play some music and when the music stops, they must change the way they 

are walking, and now walk to the left. Direct kids to change back to walking to the right when 

the music begins again. 

Continue playing and stopping the music, directing kids to walk either to the left or the right. 

Consider asking kids to run, hop, or skip instead of walking.  

(Tip: Start and stop the music quickly, multiple times to make the activity more challenging.) 

SAY    Throughout the activity, you all had to change the way you were moving several 

times. In today’s Bible story, the prophet Zephaniah tells the people of Judah to change 

their ways. God wants the people to turn away from sin and turn to Him.  
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LEARN:  T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LEARN the Bible Story 

 
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus! 

Use The Gospel: God's Plan for Me as a reference. 

 
Key Passage Activity (10 minutes) 

 

Acts 3:19 

Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 

 

 

Show the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading aloud Acts 3:19 together. 

Write the key passage on separate sheets of Construction paper.  Lead kids to line up across 

from the posters and say the key passage. Give the first kid in line a beanbag. Guide him to toss 

the beanbag at a poster. Cover the word that the beanbag hits with a sticky note. Lead kids to 

repeat the key passage. Continue down the line until all words on the key passage poster are 

covered. 

SAY    God promised He would restore His relationship with the people of Judah when 

they repented. Our key passage reminds us that God fulfilled His promise by sending 

Jesus.  
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LOVE:  T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LOVE God by Applying the Story 

 
Bible Skills & Review (10 minutes) 

 
Distribute Bibles and display the Old Testament Kingdoms Map. Guide the kids to open their 

Bibles to Zephaniah 3. Remind kids that Zephaniah was a prophet in the Old Testament. Explain 

that Zephaniah is a book that helps us understand how God is both just and merciful. Remind 

kids that the Book of Zephaniah ends with a message of hope about how God will make all 

things new through Jesus. 

Consider comparing the Old Testament Kingdoms Map to a modern-day map to help kids 

understand where these stories took place. (Tip: Locate the areas in and around modern-day 

Jerusalem [H5].) 

Choose a volunteer to read aloud Zephaniah 3:12. 

  SAY  God says His people will be ‘meek and humble’ after His judgment. When we 

repent of our sin, we have to let go of pride. We humble ourselves and remember that 

only Jesus can pay the cost of our sin. When we humble ourselves and repent, we 

recognize that God is our true place of safety, because only He can save us from our sin. 

  

 

Group Discussion (10 minutes) 

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss. 

 

SAY     What does the message that God gave the prophet Zephaniah teach us about 

God as the one true King?   

 

Lead kids to consider how God displays His ultimate authority. He has the power to both judge 

and save. Invite kids to think of God’s justice in judging sin and His mercy in providing a Savior. 

Remind kids that God always acts for our good and His glory.  

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Jer. 10:10.) 

 

SAY     Why is God angry over sin?   

 

Help kids understand that our sin is an act of rebellion against God and that we need to repent. 

Remind kids that sin sets itself against the holiness of God and His perfect character. Lead kids to 

understand that Jesus took on the wrath of God for our sin when He died on the cross. 

Encourage kids to remember that in Christ, we are able to please God by faith and that we no 

longer need to fear the judgment sin brings. 

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 Thess. 5:9-10.) 

 

SAY     How can we have hope even when bad things happen?   

Prompt kids to discuss how Jesus will make all things new. Lead kids to understand that we are 

ultimately safe in Jesus because in Him nothing can separate us from God. Encourage kids to 

hope in Jesus when difficulties come into their lives. 

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 8:35-39) 
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LIVE:  T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LIVE the Mission 

 
Activity Choice (10 minutes) 

HE WIPES AWAY OUR SIN  

Form two teams of kids. Direct each team to form a line at one end of the room. On the 

opposite end of the room, place two dry erase boards. Write the word SIN on each board as 

many times as there are kids for that team. For example, if each team has 10 kids, then write SIN 

10 times on each board. 

Provide the first kid on each team with an eraser or a tissue. When you say “Go,” direct a kid 

from each team to race down and erase one SIN and then race back to their team. When the 

kid reaches their team, the next kid may go. The first team to erase all the words first wins. 

SAY   When we turn from our sin and turn to Jesus, God wipes our sin away forever. When 

we place our faith in Jesus, we are forgiven of our sin and made right before God. Jesus’ 

sacrifice for our sins washed us clean forever.  

If time allows, trace a Heart Template on a piece of red and white Construction Paper and cut 

them out.  Fold the hearts in half.  Open them back up.  Use a glue stick to glue the back of right 

side of the red heart to the back of the left side of white heart. 

 

 

Reflection and Prayer (5 minutes) 

Guide kids to think about and answer the questions listed below: 

 What does this story teach me about God or the gospel? 

 What does the story teach me about myself? 

 Are there any commands in this story to obey?  

How are they for God’s glory and my good? 

 Are there promises in this story to remember? How do they help me trust and love God? 

 How does this story help me to live on mission better? 

 

Pray with your group! 

God, You are just and merciful. Thank You for sending Jesus to take the punishment for our sin. 

Help us repent and tell others about Jesus so they can repent, too. Amen.    

 

 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the activity page so that parents can 

see what their kids have been learning. 

  
 

 


