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Zephaniah Warned God’s People to Repent 

Z e p h a n i a h  

KEY PASSAGE: 

Acts 3:19 

Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 

What is repentance? Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus. 

CHRIST CONNECTION:  

Zephaniah prophesied about the Day of the Lord—a day when God will judge the world for its 

sin and Jesus Christ will return. Jesus will make everything like new, and everyone who trusts in 

Him will be safe. 
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PREPARE:  P r i o r  T o  T e a c h i n g  T h e  S e s s i o n  

 

LEADER Bible Study 
 

The Book of Zephaniah serves as a stern rebuke of God’s people and a warning regarding a 

failure to return to Him faithfully. It also serves as a reminder of God’s expectation of holiness and 

a description of what that looks like when faithfully lived out among God’s people. 

Zephaniah 2:3 offers a call to repentance and a promise of hope for this restoration of the 

faithful. “Seek the LORD, all you humble of the earth, who carry out what he commands. Seek 

righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be concealed on the day of the LORD’s anger.” 

Through Zephaniah, the Lord provided a glimmer of hope amidst His stern rebuke and graphic 

warning. But He didn’t stop there. Zephaniah ended his prophecy with more than a glimmer of 

hope, a promise that likely warmed the weary souls of God’s people. 

Beginning with Zephaniah 3:9, we find a beautiful picture of God’s fully-restored people. It’s a 

remarkable image of faithfulness, satisfaction, joy, and mutual benefit that ignites a desire for this 

reality. It may even ignite in the reader a desire for what could be called “a return to Eden.” 

Zephaniah 3 describes an environment of pure speech where all are calling on the name of 

the Lord. There is also painted a picture of generosity, humility, meekness, joy, singing, 

celebration, healing, praise, and fortune. Zephaniah also describes an end to failures, 

arrogance, rebellion, dispersion, lies, wrongdoing, and fear. Following a terrifying warning for 

God’s people to repent, this wonderful image of restoration leaves the reader with great hope. 

The Bible is full of stern reminders of God’s expectation of holiness among His people, but it is 

always chased by a beautiful and redemptive reminder of His promise to restore all things and 

the hope that this promise offers to those who repent of their wicked ways and hope in Christ. 

Spend some time today asking God to work out the message of Zephaniah’s prophecy in 

your own heart, to confront you with His holiness and a rebuke of the sin in your life, and to follow 

that with a reminder of the hope that belongs to all who trust in Christ for the restoration of their 

soul—and ultimately, all things in the heavens and the earth. 

 

 

 

TERMS TO KNOW 

Prophecy: word from God to a group of people. In Old Testament times, God spoke to the 

people through many prophets. 
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WELCOME Kids 

Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect the offering, fill out attendance 

sheets, ask kids about their week, and help new kids connect to your group. 

 

SAY   Do you have a day you look forward to all year, like your birthday or a holiday? 

Why do you look forward to this day?   

 

Activity Page (5 minutes) 

Invite kids to complete “Warning!” on the activity page. 

   

SAY  Sometimes the weather people on TV warn us about tornadoes, hurricanes, or 

flooding to help us find a safe place away from danger. We would be foolish to ignore 

their warnings and stay in an area that is not safe. In today’s Bible story, a prophet 

named Zephaniah warned God’s people that a day was coming when everything on 

earth would be destroyed. 

   

Session Starter (10 minutes) 

OPTION 1: TIME IS UP             

Form groups of kids or work together as one group. Provide each group with a set of wood 

blocks and an apple. Instruct kids to build the tallest tower they can that will support the apple. 

Tell kids they will have one minute to build it. Do not give any warnings of how much time is left. 

Stop kids when one minute is up. 

Lead kids to build a tall tower again that will support the apple. Tell kids that this time you will 

warn them how much time is left for them to build their towers. Give kids warnings when they 

have 30 seconds, 15 seconds, and 5 seconds remaining.  

Discuss how it was helpful to have the warnings because it allowed them to work faster to 

build their towers.  

SAY   God loved the Israelites, so He sent prophets to warn them and plead with them to 

turn from idolatry and turn back to Him. Today, we will learn how God used Zephaniah to 

warn the people.  

 

OPTION 2: HOLIDAY FUN 

Gather various holiday decorations pictures for Christmas, Thanksgiving, Valentine’s Day, St. 

Patrick’s Day, and the Fourth of July. Display the decorations on a table for the kids to see. 

Hold up each decoration one at a time and ask the kids to guess the holiday the decoration 

is used for. Congratulate kids for guessing correctly. 

SAY    Every year we have lots of holidays we look forward to. What is your favorite 

holiday? [Allow responses.] Did you know that Christians have a wonderful day to look 

forward to? One day, Jesus is going to come back and make all things new. This will be 

the best day ever! In today’s Bible story, the prophet Zephaniah gave God’s people 

hope about Jesus’ return.  
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LEARN:  T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LEARN the Bible Story 

 
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus! 

Use The Gospel: God's Plan for Me as a reference. 

 
Key Passage Activity (10 minutes) 

Acts 3:19 

Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 

 

Show the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading aloud Acts 3:19 together. 

Write the first letter of each word of the key passage on a dry erase board. After each letter, 

draw a blank line. Remove or cover the key passage poster and challenge the kids to say the 

key passage from memory. Lead kids to work together as a group to repeat the key passage. 

SAY   You all did a wonderful job completing that challenge. When we read and study 

God’s word, our hearts have an opportunity to learn what is true. By reading the Bible, 

we are more likely to recognize our sin and repent. God’s Word helps us to remember 

that when we turn to Jesus we can be forgiven of our sin.    
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LOVE:  T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LOVE God by Applying the Story 

 
Bible Skills & Review (10 minutes) 

Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles to Zephaniah 3. Remind kids that 

Zephaniah was a prophet to the Kingdom of Judah. Consider pointing out Judah (J3) on the Old 

Testament Kingdoms Map. Explain that God was merciful to send the prophet Zephaniah to the 

people of Judah with the message of repentance. 

Choose a volunteer to read aloud Zephaniah 3:11-13 or ask the kids to follow along as you 

read the verses aloud. 

SAY    The people of Judah rejected God and chose to worship idols. They deserved to 

be punished for their sin against God. Even though judgment would come on Jerusalem 

and the surrounding nations, God also promised that there was a way to be saved. 

Those who trust in Jesus and humble themselves in repentance will be saved. Jesus 

makes us safe and secure in Him; we have no need to fear the judgment of God. Jesus 

took the punishment of our sin when He died on the cross.    

 

Group Discussion (10 minutes) 

Ask the following questions. Lead the kids to discuss their answers. 

 

  SAY  What do you think are some idols people worship today?   

 

Explain that idols are not only made of wood and stone. Remind kids that idols are anything that 

we love more than God. Discuss how idols can be money, popularity, power, pride, material 

things, relationships, and so on.  

 

  SAY  Even though the people of Judah sinned against God, He still gave them hope.  

   What is hope?   
 

Lead kids to understand that hope is having full confidence that God will do what He has 

promised. Explain that hope is not just wishful thinking, but that we can fully trust in God’s Word. 

Remind kids that God promised the people of Israel that the Messiah, Jesus, would come and 

God fulfilled that promise. Discuss how we wait with hope, even now, for the promise of Jesus’ 

return when He will make all things new. 

 

SAY    How can you give hope to people in your life? 
 

Discuss how we can give people hope by sharing the good news of Jesus. Help kids to 

understand that everyone needs to hear how Jesus can save them from their sin. Remind kids 

that without faith in Jesus we all deserve to die for our sin, but when we turn to Jesus and place 

our faith in Him, we have the promise of forgiveness. Lead kids to understand that because of 

Jesus we also have hope that one day all things will be made new. Encourage kids to share the 

hope of the gospel with a friend or family member.  
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LIVE:  T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LIVE the Mission 

 
Activity Choice (10 minutes) 

WARNING SIGNALS       

Lead kids to play a game similar to charades. One kid will act out a scenario that implies a 

warning. For example, a kid may act out being chased by a swarm of bees and the other kids 

will try and guess that the warning is to avoid a bee hive. 

Choose one kid to act out the first warning signal. Whisper the scenario and tell her to only 

use actions not words. Direct the other kids to raise their hand if they know what the warning is. If 

kids have not guessed the warning within one minute, give kids the answer. Allow kids to take 

turns acting out the warning signals. 

Choose from the following scenarios or make up your own: earthquake, flood, tornado, 

volcano, shark bite, hurricane, electric shock, and quicksand. 

SAY   Sometimes we have to be on guard for dangerous events and try to escape them. 

God’s Word also gives us warnings so that we can escape His judgment. We are saved 

when we turn from our sin and turn to Jesus.   

*Give each kid a note card.  Have them draw a red hard on the card.  And write the words 

"God at Work".  Provide all kinds of construction stickers for them to decorate their note card.   

 

 

 

Reflection and Prayer (5 minutes) 

Ask the kids the following questions: 

 

 What does this story teach me about God or about the gospel? 

 What does this story teach me about myself? 

 Whom can I tell about this story? 

 

Pray with your group! 

God, we thank You for Your Word because when we read it we can find out more about You 

and the truth You want us to know. Help us to not only read it but to also obey what it says. 

Thank You for loving us so much that you sent Your Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for our sin. 

Amen.  

  

  

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the activity page so that parents can 

see what their kids have been learning. 


