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Isaiah Warned Of God’s Judgment 

I s a i a h  2 2 ;  4 8  

KEY PASSAGE: 

Acts 3:19 

Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 

What is repentance? Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus. 

CHRIST CONNECTION:  

God sent Isaiah to warn of His coming judgment. A greater day of judgment is coming when 

God will judge sin for a final time. Jesus came to die on the cross and rise again. Everyone who 

repents of sin and trusts in Jesus will be safe from God’s judgment and have eternal life. 
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PREPARE:  P r i o r  T o  T e a c h i n g  T h e  S e s s i o n  

 

LEADER Bible Study 
 

The judgment of God can be found all through the Bible among people who turned from 

God to their own ways and sought to make a name for themselves or, at the very least, to satisfy 

themselves at the cost of their disobedience. 

In Isaiah 22, we find a warning from God regarding the selfish ambitions and pursuits of God’s 

people. Though many strong, knee-shaking statements are made by God in this rebuke, one 

statement captures the heart of the rebellion of God’s people: “You made a reservoir between 

the walls for the water of the ancient pool, but you did not look to the one who made it or 

consider the one who created it long ago” (v. 11). 

God’s people had set their hope in themselves and forgotten the Maker and Sustainer of all 

the good that had come to them. God was reminding them that every ounce of provision, 

every victory won, and every bit of directional clarity had come from Him. God was rebuking 

them for neglecting to remember that He was the one behind it all. 

We are easily blinded by pride. After all, when we experience great accomplishments, 

unlikely victories, and significant provisions, it is difficult to not assume our own great work. But, as 

God reminds in Isaiah 22:23-25, He is the one who raises up and tears down leaders. And in Isaiah 

48:11, He will not share His glory with another. Finally, as Isaiah 48:17-18 reminds us, He teaches us 

the way we should go, if only we would listen. 

God is the author of all that is good in our lives, God is the giver of all that is good in our lives, 

and God is the sustainer of all that we need. When we believe the lie that it is any other way, we 

deceive ourselves. But when we embrace the reality of God’s goodness and provision, we will 

find great rest and hope. We will walk more humbly and confidently through the mountains and 

the valleys of life, knowing from whom every good and every perfect gift comes. 

 

 

 

PEOPLE TO KNOW 

Isaiah: prophet to the Southern Kingdom of Judah who warned of God’s coming judgment 

against Judah’s rebellion 
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WELCOME Kids 

Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect the offering, fill out attendance 

sheets, ask kids about their week, and help new kids connect to your group. 

 

SAY   If you were able to see the future, what would you want to know? Why would you 

want to know that particular thing?  

 

Activity Page (5 minutes) 

Invite kids to complete “From Sin to Salvation Maze” on the activity page. 

SAY  In our Bible story today, Isaiah warned the people of Judah that God’s judgment 

was coming because of their sin. But, he also gave them hope because God had a plan 

to rescue them. 

 

 

 

Session Starter (10 minutes) 

 

OPTION 1: WARNING SOUNDS             

Invite kids to sit in a circle. Discuss some of the various warning sounds we have in our cities, 

schools, and homes. Provide some examples of warning sounds such as a fire alarm in the home, 

police sirens, tornado sirens, the beeping of a truck backing up, and so forth. Lead kids to 

explain why we have these different warning sounds and why they are important. 

(Tip: Consider using a search engine on your phone to play different warning sounds) 

SAY   We have alarms and sirens for a reason: they help us to avoid danger. We would 

be foolish to ignore an alarm that warned us of harm. In today’s Bible story, the prophet 

Isaiah gave a warning. However, the people ignored his warning. 

  

OPTION 2: CHOOSE HOPE 

Write the following Bible verse references on index cards: Isaiah 65:2-3,17-18;  

Psalm 14:3,7; Ephesians 2:1,4-5; Titus 3:3-7. Form four groups of kids and provide each group with 

an index card. Lead groups to look up each reference in their Bibles and read it together.  

Direct groups to decide what the bad news is for the Bible references. Then ask each group to 

determine how the Bible verses also give hope. 

Invite each group to share how these Bible verses are hopeful.  

SAY    Our sinfulness before God is bad news. Because of our sin, we are separated from 

Him and deserve death. Yet, the Bible is full of hope for our sinful state. In today’s Bible 

story, the prophet Isaiah saw a vision full of bad news. But, he also gave the people of 

Judah a message of hope.  
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LEARN:  T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LEARN the Bible Story 

 
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus! 

Use The Gospel: God's Plan for Me as a reference. 

 
Key Passage Activity (10 minutes) 

 

Acts 3:19 

Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 

 

Show the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading aloud Acts 3:19 together. 

Write a word or phrase from the key passage on strips of paper. Make sure there are enough 

strips of paper for every kid. Lead kids to randomly choose a strip of paper until all strips of paper 

are drawn. Guide kids to say their words or phrases popcorn-style in the order of the key 

passage. Continue practicing and see how fast the kids can say the key passage.   

SAY    Just as Isaiah told the people of Judah to repent of their sin, we need to repent of 

our sin too. God is merciful, and through faith in Jesus, washes away our sin so that it is 

remembered no more. That’s good news!  
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LOVE:  T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LOVE God by Applying the Story 

 
Bible Skills & Review (10 minutes) 

 
Distribute Bibles and display the Old Testament Kingdoms Map. Guide boys and girls to open 

their Bibles to Isaiah 48. Explain that the Book of Isaiah records the events of the prophet Isaiah 

and prophesies many future events concerning Jesus.  

Consider comparing the Old Testament Kingdoms Map to a modern-day map to help kids 

understand where these stories took place. (Tip: Locate the areas in and around modern-day 

Judah [J3].) 

Choose a volunteer to read aloud Isaiah 48:17. 

SAY    This verse helps us to understand God’s character and His gracious actions toward His 

people. God reminded the people of Judah that He was the only One who could save 

them. Only God can redeem us from our sin. He also told the people of Judah that He 

taught them the way they should go. But the people of Judah turned away from God and 

turned to idols.  

God desired that the people of Judah would turn to Him and be saved. Likewise, God wants 

us to turn from our sin and turn to Jesus. Through God’s Word and the power of the Holy Spirit, 

we can know and believe in Jesus. God always leads us to Himself because He is our 

greatest good.   

 

 

Group Discussion (10 minutes) 

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss. 

 

SAY     What does God’s warning to the people of Judah teach us about sin?   

 

Remind kids that because God is holy, He cannot tolerate sin. Encourage kids to think of how 

their sin separates them from God. Guide kids to discuss the various consequences of sin and 

how even a merciful God must still punish sin because He is holy.  

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 6:23.) 

 

SAY     How did God show patience with the people of Judah?   

 

Lead kids to understand that God did not punish their sin right away. God was patient by 

sending Isaiah to warn them about His judgment and call them to repentance. Help kids 

understand that God is patient, but that we are not to take advantage of His patience. We 

should be quick to repent when we sin. 

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 2:3-4.) 

 

SAY     Does God want everyone to repent? Why? 

 

Remind kids that God created all people and He cares about all of His creation. Lead kids to 

discuss how knowing God’s care for all people might change the way they share the gospel. 

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 2 Pet. 3:9) 
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LIVE:  T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LIVE the Mission 

 
Activity Choice (10 minutes) 

TURN TO GOD’S WAY      

Distribute two index cards and a pencil to every kid. On one card, lead the kids to write down 

something that is a sin and disobeys God’s Word (lying, stealing, being unkind, etc.). On the 

other card, lead kids to write something that is not a sin and that obeys God’s Word (giving to 

those in need, baking cookies for an elderly neighbor, telling a friend about God, etc.). Collect 

all of the cards and mix them up.  

Form two teams and give each team half of the stack of cards. When you say “Go,” 

challenge the kids to sort the actions that obey God from those that disobey God. The first team 

to finish wins. 

SAY   What is repentance? [Allow responses.] Repentance is turning away from sin and 

turning to Jesus. When we turn to Jesus, we should obey what He says. Remind kids that 

we obey Him because we love Him, not to be accepted but because we are accepted.  

If time allows, Create a Repentance Heart Spinner. 

Cut out Various Hearts from fun scrapbook paper designs.  

Fold the hearts in half and glue the back side together like the picture. 

Once completed, talk about steps to take on Repentance.   

Using a Black Marker, draw a symbol on each heart  

 to represent each step… 

1. Write out the word Repent.  

2.  Draw a Stop sign Shape with the Word Stop in the middle.  

As a reminder to stop sinning when I am sorry  

and acknowledge I’ve done wrong.   
3.   Write the letter U.  Make a U -turn and turn away from sin.  

4.  Draw a Cross.  Turn to Jesus and ask Him to forgive you.   

 

  
 

Reflection and Prayer (5 minutes) 

Guide kids to think about and answer the questions listed below: 

 What does this story teach me about God or the gospel? 

 What does the story teach me about myself? 

 Are there any commands in this story to obey?  

How are they for God’s glory and my good? 

 Are there promises in this story to remember? How do they help me trust and love God? 

 How does this story help me to live on mission better? 

 

Pray with your group! 

God, You know everything from the beginning of time to the end. Thank You for having a plan 

to save us from our sin through Your Son, Jesus. Please help us tell others about repentance so 

they can live with You forever. Amen.    

 

 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the activity page so that parents can 

see what their kids have been learning. 

 


