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Joash Wanted to Obey God 

2  K i n g s  1 2 ;  2  C h r o n i c l e s  2 4  

KEY PASSAGE: 

Acts 3:19 

Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 

What is repentance? Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus. 

CHRIST CONNECTION:  

Joash wanted to obey God. He honored God at first, but in time, his actions showed that there 

was still sin in his heart. Jesus wants to change our hearts. When we trust in Jesus as Lord and 

Savior, He gives us new hearts that want to live for His glory. 
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PREPARE:  P r i o r  T o  T e a c h i n g  T h e  S e s s i o n  

 

LEADER Bible Study 
 

Judah’s King Joash became king at age seven. He redirected all silver that was given at the 

temple to the workers rebuilding the temple rather than to the priests, and his servants conspired 

against him, ultimately killing him while traveling on a road trip. Over his 40-year reign, it seems 

that both Joash’s experiences and influence were significant. 

People who do significant things are often remembered for their accomplishments, their 

victories over powerful enemies, and other prominent moments recorded when people likely 

stood in awe of their wisdom or greatness. But one incredible detail about King Joash is how he is 

described in 2 Kings 12:2: “Throughout the time the priest Jehoiada instructed him, Joash did 

what was right in the LORD’s sight.” 

Of all of his great feats and brilliant decisions, Joash was faithful when he listened to the 

counsel that God had put in his life. 

Isn’t this true of all of us? When we listen to the wisdom of the people God has strategically 

placed in our lives, we are equipped to make better decisions. When God gives us opportunities 

to lead, though there may be a temptation to lean on our own insight or abilities alone, we will 

be far better equipped when we use the peripheral resources that God knows we need and 

thus has provided. 

Often, the only thing that would prevent us from listening to and receiving the counsel of 

those wise people that God has put around us is our own pride. It can be a real shot to our self-

reliance to listen to the insight of others as we are navigating different situations in our lives, 

especially those that we are seen as the leader. But God has placed those people in our lives for 

a particular purpose. 

God doesn’t ever put us in situations without the resources to walk through them. And often 

the form that those resources take is the wise counsel of those around us. So, look up, see the 

people whom God has placed around you, and seek their wisdom, trusting that God often 

speaks to us through other people. 

 

 

 

PEOPLE TO KNOW 

Joash: son of King Ahaziah of Judah who took the throne when he was seven years old 
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WELCOME Kids 

Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect the offering, fill out attendance 

sheets, ask kids about their week, and help new kids connect to your group. 

 

SAY   Have you ever tried to fix something? Did you successfully fix it? 

 

Activity Page (5 minutes) 

Invite kids to complete “Tools for the Job” on the activity page. 

   

SAY   Great job on matching each tool to the right worker! This activity helped us 

understand that different jobs need specific kinds of tools. A doctor may not need a 

paintbrush, but an artist does. In today’s story, we will read about workers God used to 

help repair the temple. Each worker needed different tools for the job they had to do. 

 

 

Session Starter (10 minutes) 

OPTION 1: PUT IT IN THE BOX             

Place a strip of tape on the floor. Set a cardboard box about five or six feet away from the tape. 

Direct kids to line up single file behind the tape. Give the first kid three crumpled balls of 

aluminum foil. Instruct her to try and toss each aluminum ball in the box. Continue having kids 

take turns tossing the aluminum balls into the box. Cheer for kids when they make it in. 

SAY   We used the box to play a fun game, but King Joash set up a box, also called a 

chest, in the temple for the people of Israel to put their silver in. King Joash wanted to use 

the silver to fix up the temple. Let’s read today’s story to discover who King Joash gave 

the silver to.  

 

OPTION 2: EMPTY THE BOX 

Fill two empty tissue boxes with cotton balls. Form 2 groups of kids and provide each group with 

a tissue box. Give each group a pair of tweezers.  

Direct each group to take turns using their tweezers to remove the cotton balls. Each kid 

should remove a cotton ball and then pass the tweezers to another kid so that he may have a 

turn. Encourage teams to remove as many cotton balls as they can in two minutes. 

Congratulate the group that removes the most cotton balls. Play again if time allows. 

SAY    You all worked hard to empty your tissue boxes. In today’s story, the priests 

emptied the temple boxes as soon as the people filled them up with offerings. Let’s read 

today’s story to learn more about how these offerings were used by God.  
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LEARN:  T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LEARN the Bible Story 

 
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus! 

Use The Gospel: God's Plan for Me as a reference. 

 
Key Passage Activity (10 minutes) 

Acts 3:19 

Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 

 

Show the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading aloud Act 3:19 together. 

 

Form two groups. Direct each group to sit opposite of each other. Lead kids to practice the 

key passage through a call and response game. One group will shout the first word of the verse 

to the other group. Then the second group will shout back the second word. Each group will 

continue to respond back and forth until the entire verse is said.  

(Tip: Play again, leading kids to whisper back and forth or add motions to each word.)  

  

SAY   When we repent, we don’t just feel bad that we disobeyed God. We know we 

have done wrong and we tell God that we are sorry. Then, we ask Him to forgive us. God 

is always willing to forgive our sin when we repent and turn back to Him. Turning back to 

God means that we choose to do things His way instead of our way. Jesus helps us to 

follow God’s way by changing our hearts so that we want to obey Him.    
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LOVE:  T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LOVE God by Applying the Story 

 
Bible Skills & Review (10 minutes) 

Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles to 2 Chronicles 24. Remind kids that 2 

Chronicles is found in the Old Testament. Explain that 2 Chronicles focuses mainly on the history 

of Judah’s kings. 

Choose a volunteer to read 2 Chronicles 24:17-18 or ask the kids to follow along as you read 

the verses aloud. Consider pointing out the location of Jerusalem (H5) on the Old Testament 

Kingdoms Map. 

SAY    Joash reigned as king from the city of Jerusalem. Even though Joash was only 

seven years old when he became king, the priest Jehoiada helped King Joash do what 

was right. How do we know what God wants us to do? [Allow responses.] That’s right! We 

can read the Bible. God has given us His Word so that we can know Him and follow 

Jesus. 

 King Joash turned away from God after Jehoiada died. He listened to people that did 

not love God. Sometimes people will tell us things that go against the Bible. But if we read 

our Bibles, we can know what is true. We can choose to listen to God’s ways because we 

know He loves us and always does what is right. And when we turn to Jesus, He helps us 

to live so that we glorify God.    

 

Group Discussion (10 minutes) 

Ask the following questions. Lead the kids to discuss their answers. 

 

  SAY  Why was it important that Joash had Jehoiada to help him lead God’s people?  

Remind kids that Joash was only seven years old when he became king. He needed someone 

to show him the ways of God so he could lead the people. Jehoiada was a godly priest that 

loved God and showed King Joash what it meant to obey God. 

 

SAY  Who are godly adults God has placed in your life? How do they help you follow 

God?  
 

Answers may vary.  Discuss how godly adults help kids to understand God’s Word and 

encourage them to follow Jesus. Lead kids to understand that godly adults will encourage them 

to be a part of a church, pray, read their Bibles, and tell others about Jesus. 

 

SAY    What should Joash have done after God sent the prophets to warn him of his 

sin?    
 

Explain that Joash should have turned away from his sin and turned back to God. Help kids 

understand that God is merciful and gives us opportunities to repent. Encourage kids that they 

can always turn away from their sin and turn to Jesus. Remind kids that Jesus died so that we 

could be forgiven of our sin. 
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LIVE:  T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LIVE the Mission 

 
Activity Choice (10 minutes) 

OBEY WHAT I SAY       

Invite kids to stand and spread out around the room. Explain that you are going to say an 

instruction such as, “Touch your nose,” while also performing a movement (scratching your 

head). Instruct kids to listen carefully to what you say and only do what you say. Tell kids that 

they should not do the movement you perform. If kids do the movement, they are out. Play 

several rounds and remind kids to only do what you say. 

SAY   That was challenging! It can be easy to follow what we see without stopping to 

think if it is right. Sometimes we can become distracted by what we see in this world. But 

we need to listen to God’s Word. We need to know what God’s Word says so we won’t 

be led to do things that go against His Word. When we turn to Jesus, He gives us hearts 

that help us to live for God.  

If time allows, make Listening Ears.  Give each kid a copy the listening ears printed and cut out.  

And a plate cut in half.  Allow kids time to color their ears (before gluing).  Glue or tape ears 

onto the plates.  Tape the pipe cleaners onto the back of plates.  Curve pipe cleaners around 

child’s head to put on their listening ears.   

Write on the back or around the edges of the front “Listen to God’s Word”  

 

 

Reflection and Prayer (5 minutes) 

Ask the kids the following questions: 

 

 What does this story teach me about God or about the gospel? 

 What does this story teach me about myself? 

 Whom can I tell about this story? 

 

Pray with your group! 

Dear God, thank You for letting us come to You to confess our sins. Help us to know when we 

sin against You and help us to run to You for forgiveness. Teach us to quickly confess our sin 

and turn back to You by obeying You. Amen    

   

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the activity page so that parents can 

see what their kids have been learning. 

 


